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XENA: HWARRIOR PRINCESS

The Price®
TEASER
FADE IK:

EXT. RIVERBANK - DAY - ON GROUND

A bare patch of earth. We HOLD ON IT for a second as We
HEAR:

AENATS VOICE
Watch it, Gabrielle! He’s moving i@
your rightl

GRBRIFLLE’S VOIEE
I‘m on 1t! I see him!

XERATS VOICE
Let me take him!

GABRIEBILEFGQVOICE
No, Xena! This cne’g wmine! He’s
lunchi

We HEAR Cabrielle GRUNT . andmp . W& FISH drops intc frame. He
flops a bit, still tryingltoc @i=lodge the line in his mouth.

WIDER - INCLUDE XENA ANDOCABRIELLE

Gabrielle stands abbve (her defeated enemy with a satisfied
lock on her face.f X@8naPin the background, holds a stick in
cne hand and a line inlthe other. Argo stands, saddle off,
near some trees.

GABRIELLE
(to fish)
Well fought, friend fish. But Xnow
that I don‘t do this for pleasure.

XENA
Don’t talk to your breakfast.

GABRIELLE
{continuing)
You go to & far, far better place.

With that, she pats her stomach. Xena smiles and whips her
line into the water. Gabrielle pulls the line from her
catch, walks back over to the water’s edge and gently tosses
her line in. Hena is flipping her line back and forth over
the water like a fly fisherman. Gabrielle looks around,
appreciatively.

{CONTINUED)
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CONTINVED:

GABRIELLE
Thig is bezutiful. I wonder 1if we’re
the first people here?

XENA
The fish seem to think so. They
practically jump onto shore...

She snags a fish and pulls it in.

GABRIELLE
I have this theory about fish.

ZEHA
The one about them being cold, wet and
glimy? I‘ve heard it.

At that moment, Gabrielle snags one. o Shé starts pulling it
through the reeds toward shore as she gontinues:

GARBRIELLE
Ny, I think we a2ll ong® @ame from the
ocean. And the fish aredidst people
waiting for that maglc ‘@oment when they
can reach out and tough The land...

As she leans forward toggu@bgupyher catch, AN ARM BREAKS THE
WATER AND GRABS HER WRISTY She SCREAMS and falls back,
pulling the soggy body frowm the river. Xena runs to her.
The DROWNED ATHENIAN yEaghes up toward Gabrielle.

DROWNED ATHENIAN
My gar¥ison. .. surrounded...! We were
tryving ko ge&t help when... The Horde!

And with that({ he\goldé&pses, dead.

GABRIELLE
What did he mean? What YHorde"?

¥ena foldsg the man cover. Embedded in his chest is an ornate
ax,@smgll with a "finger hook™ on the handle (this aids in
£lipping®™the ax when thrown). Xena reacts. She stands.

HENA
Get your things... hurry!

GABRIELLE
What...? What’s going ——

HEHNA
Now! Don’t argue with mel

Gabrielle rushes over to her pack, next to the river. As
she approaches it, her eyes widen...

(CONTINUED)
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CONTINUED: 2

GABRIELLE
¥enal

Xena turns to see Gabrielle looking into the river. Bodies
are floating by, axes buried in several of them.

XENA
No...

Gabrielle grabs up her staff as ¥ena runs to Argo and pulls
the bridle off her. Xena gives a LOUD WHISTLE andgBEgo
takes off, galloping into the woods.

LENA
We’d never make it out on Argo. Too
pig of a target.

GABRIELLE
{scared)
What is going on, Xena?

XENA
We're surrounded. That’és ghe way they
work. Those men werg Athenian
Infantry. They nugt have been
ambushed.

GABRIELLE
Surrcunded by Who!Z2!

A SCREAM answers theiy gueéstion as they turn and see two
cances pull up on the bank, two men in each, HOWLING LIKE
WOLVES. Even befforetle canoes hit the shore, the men are
leaping ocut of them ombo the riverbank. These men are huge.
Their semi-nak@d) bédies are covered with ornate markings;
tattoos burnd@ dnbo eWeir bodies. Every small bit of
clothing cn,théir bodies was made from a 1living creature.
And each BasGan®ex dangling from each hip on a belt. Xena
hasn’t pulled her sword vet.

Gabriglle ssets herself with her staff, but notices...

GABRIELLE
¥ena...? Your sword...

YENE
Run'

GABRIELLE
Run?

Xena pushes Gabrielle toward the trees. As they turn,
though, three more wmen emerge from the brush. One of the
men 1s extremely impressive. If the others were huge, this
one is HUGE.

(CONTINUED)
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CONTIHUED: 13

Almost seven feet tall, he has scars and tattocs running the
full length of his arms like his men, but much more ornate.
From his colorful belt hang all sorts of nasty things,
including a few bony hands, as well as Kama-like axes: twe
axes joined by a rope, like nunchukas. This guy, the
HORDEMASTER, 1z obviously in charge. He motions for his men
to pursue. The twoe men howl and race toward our heroes.

¥Xena pulls Gabrislle up short. The men from the riverlare
almost upon them. Thinking gquickly, Xena YELLS to
Gabrielle:

XENA
Get to the canoe!l

End with that, Xena launches herself at the neares¥ man,
kicking him with both feet and sending himminto, the other
men. They recover guickly, but Xena 4s dlready off and
running, following Gabrielle to one ocEjthel canhoes.

Gabrielle jumps in as Xena pushes theWeanege off. They begin
to paddle as axes fly into the wal@rjaround them.

XENA
Pulll Harder! Haddenl

Behind them, the men clambheFypinto the other canoce and
prepare to follow. XenaWakes her chakram and throws.

The chakran hits a rogk, Jxi®fchets, cuts a gash in the side
of the other canoce, abofhab rock, and back to Xena’s hand.
The men jump out cofflthe sdnking canoe.

Gabrielle puts he¥ bagk) into it as they move down the river.

¥ena can onlyvl sfare baftk at the shore. And, more
impertantliyg

THE HCRDEMASTER

as he(si@ines after them. No expression on his face. Like &
liog wétching his prey...

HENA
look® gcared. OFf this, ve:
FADE QUT.

END QF TEASER
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ACT ONE
FADE IN:

EXT. SMALL INLET - DAY -~ ON CANGCE
It’s pulled up on the shore at the moment.

XENA’S VOICE
The first time my army went west, we
ran into the Horde...

We PULL BACK to find Xena and Gabrielle sitting néarb¥h

Xena still has that look of fear on her face. _She)holds one
of the awxes and stares at it. Gabrielle sits £loseg ®concern
for her friend on her face.

XENA
I had a scouting party lecking for a
pass through the mountainsy. . tfhey were
below us in a ravine... when)they
attacked. ..

GABRIELLE
The Horde.

XENA

I ceuld only,wateh helplessly as my men
tried to holdjthem\off, but... they
kept coming. ‘They/ were butchered. I
can still Femembe&r the howling of the
Horde... thefsgreams of my men...

{beat)
It took mest of the day to get the rest
of my ‘army @Wnto that ravine. By then,
thegfHordeswas gone. And my men...
nothdng bugl bones, stripped of their
flegh.!. tortured as they were
skinned. ..

Gabriedbe reacts,

GABRIELLE
But... who are they? They must want
something.

HENA

Nobody knows. Fighting one or twe
would be difficult encugh, but they
hunt like a pack of dogs, surrounding
their prey until they attack.

{ CONTINUED)
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CONTINUED:

GABRIELLE
I‘ve never seen you like this.

She lets it drift off. The fear she feels from Xena
impressing itself on her. Xena stands and looks around,
assessing their situation.

XENA
We have to get ocut of here.

GABRIZLLE
Mavbe we could just follow the river?
it’s got to do somevhere.

XENA
Yeg, Somevwhere. But we don’t know
where they are...
{then}
Gabrielle...

She pauses, not sure what to say.

GABRAFELLE
What?

XENA
Things are goingeto ‘get worse.
Especially whatl I have to do to get us
out of this.

And with that, she moves/ teward the canoe.

DISSOLVE TO:

EXT. RIVER - DAY

Seemingly €alm aW€ serene. 2 moment, bhefore we close in on
Xena and Gabrielle in the cance. It is deadly quiet.

CLOSER ~4¥XENA AND GABRIELLE

ag theyWpaddle slowly. The only sound is the sound of the
paddles,in the water. The two of them keep their eves on
the Bhoreline. (NOTE: This should have the tension of the
river scenes from "Heart of Darkness;" "Apocalypse Now" or
"Aguirre; Wrath of God.%)

Everv now and then, Gabrielle shifts her gaze to her friend.

There is something new about Xena’s attitude that bothers

Gabrielle. A combination of fear and something else.
Scmething foreign to her... Play this suspense for a while

gntiihwe HEAR drums in the distance. Xena takes a deep
reath.

{CONTINUED)
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CONTINUED:

GABRIELLE
Xena?

X¥ena shakes her head to silence her. She is concentrating.
Underneath the drums is another sound. A low, dull MOANING
sound like the voices of Tartarus.

Then, Gabrielle gsees the first body. It is draped on gn "X¥
shaped cross mounted on the riverbank. Broken and batteged,
but not gquite dead, it is an Athenian =oldiexr. Gabrielile
stops paddling and stares. Hore bodies are mountad™along
the bank. More broken bodies, and the vast majorfity ©f them
still alive. This is the source of the moanings, WAnd/the
voices are all crying “Athena...® ‘YMercy on us!’

The riverbanks now form a gauntlet of the dyindd

GABRIELLE
Xena, we have to save themd

HENA
No! Be guiet!

Gabrielle is taken back for a secend, then:
GABRIELLE

They're cryling #or Athena! They want
someone to help them!

XENZ
It’s not geifightoe be us. Those men are
dead.

GABRIELLE

Buiffwe have ) to try!

Suddenly, amother sound is heard. A "WHOOSH~WHQOSH" sound

of somethingWepifining through the air. Xena spins, pulling
her paddle, inte the air in front of Gabrielle’s face as an

ax IMBABESWLTSELF ON THE PADDLE.

Gabrigllels eyves go wide as Xena shakes the ax off and
starts Paddling. Gabrielle takes a BEAT, then puts her back
intowmig.

AXES BEGIN 70 FLY FROM THE TREES! The attacksrs are unseen
at the monent, but the whooshing sound is incredibly LOUD as
the weapons fly toward our heroces. They duck down as they
paddle furiously. Most of the axes SPLASH harmlessly into
the water, but a few THUNK into the side of the canoce.

GABRIELLE
¥enal

{CONTINUED]



“The Price® #V0o217 8. Shooting Draft 1723797

CONTINUED: 2

XENA
It‘s okay... hold on...

An ax slices through Gabrielle’s paddle, leaving her with
the handle.

GABRIELLE
Define ¥Yokay®! This is pgt okay!

Gabrielle starts grabbing the axes that are stuck in the
cance and throwing them overboard.

Up ahead, someone SPLASHES intc the water. It ds an
Athenian. An older man, bloodied and bruised Likethe
others, but making a desperate attempt to escape. We will
call him GALIPAN,

¥ena and Gabrielle see him at the same timef

GABRIELLE
We can‘t leave him!

Xena doesn’t respond at first:

GABRIELLE
He’s trving to escape!

Another BEAT, then Xena alters$ course, bringing the canoe
closer to the shore, toward Galipan.

Horde members appear atdthe shore, HOWLING, throwing axes at
Galipan. Two of theélHordé carry a cance, which they drop
into the water and climb in.

Galipan struggfes)tomake it to Xena’s canoce, but he’s too
weak. He stantg o s@nk under.

XENA
Crab him and hold on!

Gabriél ¥ #eaches out, grabbing Galipan’s arms and holding
on ds ¥ena begins pulling with all her strength.

The ©ther canoce is in pursuilt.

GABRIELLE
Xena... they’re catching up..

XENA
I know, Gabrielle.

GABRIELLE
I mean they are really catching up!

(CONTINUED)
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CONTINUED: 3

Actually, ¥Xena is ﬁoing hetter than the Horde warriors
expect. They are gaining, but barely. If Gabrielle wasn’t
dragging Galipan in the water, it might be more of a race.
Galipan knows this.

GALIPAN
They’1ll catch us all! Let me gol
XENA GABRIELLE
Hol Neol
XENA
We’ve already got you, we’‘re keeping
voul

THE HORDE CANOE

The two men are really putting their backsgipnto it.
XENA

stops for a moment, listening...

XENA
Wait... we’ve got frouble...

GRAERIELLE
Excuse me? Now weohave trouble?

XENA
Up ahead..s & waterfall.

"EXT. WATERFALL

So that we cah @stabhi®h this is not just a simple matter of
getting weke Thisg would be a long drop.

BACK TOC SCENE

Gabriglle dooks at the canoe behind them; the Horde on the
shogetfand toward the SCOUND of the waterfall.

) GABRIELLE
{grim)
Could be worss...

Then, she looks down into the canoce and sees the water
seeping in from the strained sides. She doesn’t have to say
it; it is worse.

THE SHORE

where the Horde warriors are running along the bank,
following; waiting for Xena to turn into shore.

(CONTINUED)
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CONTINUED:
THE CANOCE
Xena realizes they have no choice.

XENA . .
When we get close to the shore, Jump in
and swim as hard as you can!

GABRIELLE
I‘m not leaving voul

XENA _

I can’t fight them if I'm worrying

about you, Gabrielle. Do what I sdy!
Gabrielle nods her head. Xena starts heading TosShore.
THE SHORE

The Warriors stop, realizing that she’spcoming in. They
prepare to throw their axes when:

MENTICLESY WOICE
How! Attack!

Suddenly, SPEARS coming sailing through the air. The Horde
Warriors are taken by surpPise)as a contingent of Athenian
soldiers rise up and fire their weapons into the Horde
ranks. They are led by agouhg, dark-haired man named
MERCER. Mass confusidn as £he Horde Warrviors are scattered
back intoc the brush.

THE CANCE

hits the bankfand ®ena jumps in the water, pulling Galipan
to the shorel /Athend@n soldiers grab up the wounded man.

MERCER
This way!

Gabrieldegruns toward the safety of the men, but one of the
Ho¥deWwayrriors in the canoe rises up and draws back his ax,
ready €O let it fly.

Xena turns and sees it. With a CRY:

XEHA
Gabrielle! Down!

Gabrielle hits the dirt without question. Xena takes her
whip and snaps it as the Horde Warrior lets the ax fly.

ON THE AX
(CONTINUED)
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CONTINUED: 2

sailing through the air until the end of Xena’'s whip
wraps avound the handle.

BACK TO SCENE

as Xena snaps the whip back and out again {exactly as we
saw her do when she was fly-fishing in the Teaser) and
sends the ax right back at the Horde Warrior. It hits
selidly in the chest. He falls onto the other Warri
loses his paddle. The current of the river takes the

toward the waterfall.
% NTINUED)

#

# % ¥ % % %
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CONTINUED: 3

THE WATERFALL

A canoe with two occupants salils over: one dead; one soon to
be dead. As it hits the rocks, we:

CUT STO:

EXT. OUTSIDE KRAAL - DAY

It’s a guickly constructed fortress made up of eday; rock;
logs; whatever was available. The exterior off thig
guickly-built fortress shows the sign of war. (Bodies lying
all arcund; sharpened spikes stuck 1n the groundmand
peinting toward the woods. Bodies of Horde Warriors dangle
from the spikes and lay about the grgund. 4The entrance to
the fortress consists of a reinforcediwagén that is moved
aside as the Athenian contingent, aleng)ywith Xena and
Gabrielle, rush past the bodies and Intolthe fort.

EXT. KRAAL - COURTYARD - DAY
The wagon moves back. Mercer orders his men:

MERCER
Take him to_thejhospital. Man the
battlementd; mateh for an attack!

Xena scans the foriress. / These men are all worn and weary,
barely standing off their feet. Their shallow cheeks show
that they have ea@en little.

And the bandages on them all attest to the brutality of the
attacks. Galipar/ gasps weakly...

GALIPAN
Mercer... They have to be stopped...
They have to be...

Apdy with that, he dies. A beat, then:

MERCER
Take him away. Put his body in the pit
with the others.
{to Xena and Cabrielle)
The two of you, walt here. '

(CONTINUED)



"The Price® #V0217 12. 1/27/%7 - Pink

CONTINUED:

Men drag Galipan away as Mercer turns to the rest of his men
who are staring at him.

MERCER
I said man the walls! They could
attack at any mcment!

ATHENIAN #1
Who cares? Wefre dead anyway!

ATHENIAN #2
Yeah! What’s the difference?

Mercer turns to push the men toward the battleplents,
Athenian #2 turns and pulls his sword on Mercer. Mercer
deflects it and nails the man in the face. He deops to the
ground, sobbing.

ATHENIAN #2
We’‘re going to die, Mercég! WThoge

things out there... They’re going to
kill us all!

MERCER
Pick yourself up. @Gef towthe wall.
Now.

The man stumbles to his ‘$cet and®heads off. The rest of the
men on the walls stare grimly at Mercer.

AENA AND GABRIELLE
Watching.

GABRIELLE
wWhat’/glgoing on here? Are they so
scared /they won’t listen to reason?

XENA
¥ou can’t reason with dead men,
Gegbrielle. And they‘re as dead as
those men on the riverbank.

Offthis, we:
FADE OUT.

EHD OF ACT ONE
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ACT TWQ

FADE IH:

EXT. OUTSIDE KRAAL - NEAR WALL

where we can see piles of wounded. Through this, we HEAR
the word "Kaltaka® being cried and moaned by menmbers of the
Horde.

EXT. KRAAL - COURTYARD - DAY -~ ON BATTLEMENT

Gabrielle is looking out over the battlement upon the
carnage. She shakes her head in disgust. Suddenly wthe
"whoosh-whoosh® SOUND is heard. She ducks down behind the
battlement along with other soldiers as an ax comes sailing
intce the perimeter. She locks to the man_gext to her, an
Athenian we’ll call GAREL.

GAREL
How can we kill them if welcan't even
sae then?

Silence again, except for the MEANS of "Kaltaka."®

GABRIELLE
Who's Kaltaka?

CAREL
Probably thély gedfof war. Even when
they die, EheVgall on him,
"Kaltakae. . Raltaka..." Drives you
Crazy.

And he moves offy Nupched over, until he comes to a place to
git down and fest) Galirielle locks over to see Xena,
walking the perimeter, inspecting the defenses. Every now
and then shic\stops to test the wall, looking for breaches.
Most of the soldiers watch her with vague interest. They
look like fighting men, but they obviously have no fighting
spirif. gGabrielle goes over to her.

GABRIELLE
You were right. These men have given
vp. They donft seem to care whether
they live or die.
{then)
Is that what’s going to happen?

& long beat, then:
{CONTINUED)
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CONTINUED:

AENA
Not without taking some of the Horde
with us. If I‘m going to die, I’'m
going to die as I am. A warrior with a
sword in my hand.

She leaves Gabrielle and walks to Garel. He is lying wigh
his back against the wall, his spear lying on the ground.

HENA
Taking a break, soldier?

GAREL,
Yeah. From reality.

A few men give dry laughs.

AENA
You think vou ceould grab,yaur (gpear and
get placed before they came @ver™this
wall?

GAREL
Lady, it just doesn'® matter anymore.
We’re running out 6T food; we’'re
running out of meny anddbwe’re running
out of time.q THBse.h. “things" out
there have usy) Today, tomorrow...
what’s the difference?

¥ena kicks the spear Updwith her foot and grabs it. She
takes the staff endiland whacks Garel on the shin. He
reacts, leaning férwakd to grab his shin. As he does, Xena
puts two fingers upder Whis chin and, with the right
pressure, forg€sphhimto his feet in extreme pain. She hands
nim the spear(withyhsr’other hand, keeping the pressure
under his chin.

XENA
Take this spear. You're going to get
up on that wall and you’re going to do
your job. What they might do to you is
nothing compared to what I‘1l do.

another Athenian soldier comes to the aid of his comrade,
rushing Xena from behind. Another comes toward her from the
front, Without looking, she backhands the man behind her
and front kicks the one in front of her. A "“whoosh-whoosh"
SOUND is heard. Xena reacts and GRABS THE AX in midflight.
The soldiers stare.

GAREL
Who are you?

{CONTINUED}
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CONTIHUED: 2

XENE
I'm Xena.

Suddenly, they all freeze. Thig is a different matter.
X¥ena releases the pressure on Garel.

GAREL
Xena,.. The same X¥ena of Corinth? The
Warrior Princess at Calmai? The one
who defeated Callisto?

XERA

(Wry}
You’ve heard of me.

General MURMURS throughout the soldiers as thelmews is
spread. "It’s Xenal®, "Finally, we haveghope,'™ "She’ll know
how to kill them!* and so on. The mood/becames electric.

GAREL
What do vyou think we should do?

Xena scans the hopeful faces Then:

XENA
First of all, plaCe your weapons where
you can get  thems Stand at the wall,
not under itWor near” it. Every fourth
man is to takela break, the two men
aside willfcoverr™for him. If
anything moves)between here and the
trees, RillW if.

GABRIELLE
Wadh “WheEt) if it’s a friend?

XENA
We’'ve got no friends right now. Get
used to it.
{louder)
We’re not going to let those bastards
take the elite of Athens, are we?

Theregis cheering.

GAREL
Tell us what to do, Hena.

XENS
Do? Wefre going to kill them alll

The soldiers go crazy, waving their weapons and YELLING in
support. Gabrielle reacts to her friend’s apparent
bloodlust.
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INT. COMMAND HUT -~ ON MERCER AND MENTICLES

They are locking over a map when they HEAR the cheering from
the wall.

MENTICLES
What in the world...?

Off their puzzled loocks, we:
CcuUD Tox

INT. HOSPITAL - DAY

This is a mess just slightly worse than "Doctof In, The
House." HMostly because nobody seems to be caridng for the
wounded. There is a mix of refugees and soldiersshere. We
spend a moment MOVING AMONG THE CASUALTIESsmuntil Gabrielle
walks in and looks about. The MOANING i gsimilar to what we
heard on the riverbank... random moans, and cries for
"Athena." A WOUNDED ATHENIAN sits on ajpstep, holding his
shattered arm and rocking back and fokthiyin his pain.
Gabrielle goes to him. FNext to hif%argya couple of other
Athenians, wounded but not crippledd

GABRIFLLE
Where are the doctors?

WOUNDED ATHENIAN
Look in the bu¥ial/pit. We lost them
in the firgt attéack.

GABRIELLE
You me&n there’s no one?

WOUNDED ATHENIAN
Nol ope\exeept the goddess of mercy.

GABRIELLE
Thebe is no goddess of mercy.

WOUNDED ATHENIAN
You got it.

Gabriedle scans the room. Then, with a deep breath...

GCABRIELLE
Here we go again... Okay. You three
just became nurses. We’re going to
separate the walking wounded from the
people who can‘t move. I want this
area cleaned of dirty bandages. We’ll
boil them later. Which means we’ll
nead some wood.

(CONTINUED)

10
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CONTINUED: _ i0
They loock at her blankly. She claps her hands.

GABRIELLE
Come on! Let’s get moving!

Responding to the authority in her voice, the men force
themselves to thelr feet.

CUT TO:

EXT. KRAAL - COURTYARD - DAY 11

The men move arocund with more purpose now, transporting
eguipment, preparing for battle. Xena walks among them,
urging them on, encouraging them.

XENA
We’ll use sharpened spikes)jalofg the
wall! We’ll hang them up, on the
battlements!

Menticles and Mercer walk up and|(seé& what’s going on.

MERCER
Amazing...

MENTICLES
What do you_think ¥you’re doing?

ZENA
Taking _femmand. Someone has to.

One of the Athenians |Basses by with sharpened sticks.

ATHENIAN #2
Isnt /it great, Commander? Xena’s
fighting with us! We’ll teach those
bapbarians something now!

He hdads ©ff. Menticles and Mercer look at Xena with a new
respect.

MERCER
Xena...!

XENA _
Let’s not make a big deal about it. I
want to talk te both of vou. Inside.

Xena heads into their makeshift hut. Menticles looks at
Mercer.

MENTICLES
She’s giving orders to us!

{CONTINUED)
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And he folliows her,

#V0217 i8.

MERCER
Yes, she is.

INT. COMMAND HUT - DAY

1/27/97 - Pink

& beat, then Menticles follows.

¥ena is already unfolding a map. Mercer enters, folleWwedyby

Menticles.

XENA
I didn’t want to talk out there, but
the situation is next to hopeless, you
know that?

MENTICLES
As long as there are Athendan(soddders
holding swords, we will aever ..

MERCER

Give it a rest, Menticl€s) We’'re not
fooling anyone hereap

{to Xena)
We figure we’ve gof thkee davs of
supplies. Two days,of @rrows. If
we’re lucky, egwes@an make the water
stretch to siXldays.

XENA
The Horde @widlistay there until you
come outidocking for food. We’ve got
to weay them down. If we can force
their hand, they’1ll waste men trying to
getsin,

MENTICLES
oul, of the guestion.

XENA
You have maybe one more day before you
get mass desertions. The men are
demoralized and beaten. They want to
do something! Anything te make them
feel as if they have a chance. And
until reinforcements come, we need
that.

MERCER
There are no reinforcements. General
Galipan sent out a force to try and
break through.

{CONTINUED)
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CONTINUED: 1z

HENA
The soldiers we found along the river.
Where is Galipan? I almost fought
against him at Corinth. I’d like to
meet him.

MENTICLES
You already did. You brought him in.

A beat. Then:

MENTICLES
That means ygou're in command.
(off their looks)
I‘m not stupid. I saw the men out
there. Xena’s the only chance wef’ve
got.

Off this, we:

CuT TO:

EXT. KRAAL -~ COURTYARD -~ DAY -QON/DEAD BODY 13

being dragged across the ground. DPULL BACK to see two men
dragging the body towand fhe wall. Already at the wall are
men placing dead bodiesin an upright position at strategic
points. One of the bodies is Galipan’s. From the Horde
vantage, it‘s going %0 Ieokllike the walls have been
reinforced.

Everywhere therefis activity. Men moving about, setting
weapons at the resdy, enthusiastic about the coming battles.

Xena walks ifntof thises Menticles is behind her. She says
nothing, but peints him toward the wall where the dead
bodies apge Deind placed.

XENA
Make sure half the bodies go to the
south wall. If we’re going to fool
them they have to believe we have
reinforcements!

Menticles nods. Xena continues on to:

INT. HOSPITAL, - DAY 14

It loocks in much better shape now. Gabrielle has made some
improvement to the situation. She’s busy bandaging the arm
of a man. The cloth she uses as an apron is covered with
blood. Xena walks in.

{CONTINUED)
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CONTINUED:

GARRIELLE
¥ena! Over herel

Xena walks over to her as she stands.

GABRIELLE
It took a bit, but I think I have it
sorted out.

XENA
Which ones are going to die?

A little abrupt, but Gabrielle recovers.

GABRIELLE
Hopefully, none of them., But I have
the more serious cases over there. _The
walking wounded have all becofle snursSes.

XENA’S VOICE
If they can do that, they @anjcarry
weapons.
{calling out)
Those of you who camgwalk, report to
Mercer! OCutsidel!

GABRIELLE
Wait!
{then}
Xena... I peed them here. I can’t do
all this mysgif, Someone has to feed
all thesé meh and get the water...

XENA
Getsa) wvaker bag for yourself, but no
fopd Jand water for seriously wounded.
Only for the men who can fight.

CABRIELLE
{shocked)

But they’ll die without water!

XENA
It won't matter if we can’t defend the
compound.

GABRIELLE
You expect me to decide who lives and
who. ..

XENA

I want men outside. You figure it out,
Gabrielle. And let Menticles know when
they die. We’ll need them on the wall.

{CONTINUED)
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CONTINUED: 2

And she exits. Gabrielle stands there, then turns to face
the group. An obviously forgone conclusion raises his
bloody hand up toward her, as if pleading.

GABRIELLE
I can‘t... I can‘t...

And that’s where she lesaves it, as we:

CUT, TO:

EXT. OUTSIDE HERAARL - NEAR WAGON - DAY

As the wagon is moved to the side. A BEAT, then Menticles
exits with his men. Moving cauticusly, they headftoward the
woods.,

They are almost there when "whooshing® bedins and the first
ax flies through the air. One of the Scldiers falls.

And the HOWLING Horde attacks. Netathe entire army, but a
small group. From all sides.g ThHe goddiers pull their
swords and defend themselves, but\they are slowly being
driven back to the wagon, whigh bs §lowly being pushed back
into place. And, then, the Sgldiers panic and race toward
the wagon. As they try,toggetiback into the Kraal, the
Horde SCREAMS with delight and presses the attack, eager to
get inside the Kraal.

EXT. KRAAL -~ COURTYARD(- DAY

The soldiers push pasg)the wagon followed by the Horde! The
barbarians SCREBM asgsthey hack away at the soldiers inside.
The soldiers ([defend theémselves until:

XENAFE VOICE
Nowi

Two things Nappen at once: From every barrel or barricade,
Athenlfdns Jstand up with arrows notched and bows pulled
tight. Wt the same time, all the soldiers currently in the
colrtyard DROP T0 THE GROUND and COVER THEIR BACKS WITH
THELR SHIELDS.

The Horde has a moment of surprise before the arrows fly.
It’s guick. Half of the Horde drop immediately. The rest
run for the gate. Standing up from the top of the wagon,
more Athenians including Xena. Arrows fly. More Horde
menmbers drop. And it is guiet.

ANGLE - GABRIELLE

( CONTINUED)
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CONTINUED:

as she steps from the hospital (wearing her water bag over
her shoulder) and sees the bodies on the ground. Xena 1is
still standing in the wagon, a determined smile on her face.

The Athenians CHEER and begin to chant "Xena! Xena! Xena!"

Mercer and Menticles join in. Xena stands there, like the

Warricr Princess she once was. And the look on her facegdis
SCary.

Suddenly, one of the Horde LEAPS TO HIS FEET and runsigut
the gate, arms pumping as he heads desperately towa¥@, the
safety of the woods. Xena turns, notches an arrowW, aims at
his unprotected back and...

GABRIELLE
Henal

...the arrow flies. And finds it’s targetsy The Horde
warrier drops solidly to the earth, dead\d And the Athenians
CHEER as if at a sporting event. Slapping®€ach other on the
back and waving their swords. Xena turns, back and her eyes
find:

GABRIELLE

who has a shocked look on heri\faceyr Off this, we:

FADE OUT.

END, OF ACT TWO

16
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ACT THREE
FADE IN:

EXT. QUTSIDE KRAAL - DAY i7

We PAN along the bodies lving on the grcocund. Again, we HEAR
the groans and plaintive calls of "Kaltakal!" from the dying
Horde menbers.

EXT. KRAAL - BATTLEMENT - DAY i8

There is a new energy with the Athenians. Thegmenmare not
as defeatist as they stand vigil, watching thé woeds. Xena
walks down the battlement, acknowledging the qecagional
“Xena!® salute she gets from the men. Mercer Camés up to
her.

MERCER
Nothing. Absolutely nothing, WIt’s as
if they just left.

XENA
Ne. They’re out thérel We just gave
them a bloody nosg. "“Ehey won't be
stupid enough to emterdthe camp again.

MERCER
We can’t stay dike this forever.

XENA
No, we_gan’lt.J We’ve got to get
reinfdrcements. Make your rounds and
meet me back in the command hut.

And he walks (awayy, 6He takes a BEAT, then heads to:

INT. HOSPATAL»> DAY 19
Gabrieldegwatches as Garel and another scldier walk through
thel agx€a.. Gabrielle is near the back, tending to someocne.

Garel 1¥spects one of the men on the floor, then he and his
scld¥er begin to drag the man toward the door.

GABRIELLE
Wait a minutel

She walks straight to them.

GAREL
Orders from ¥ena.

(CONTINUED)
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CONTINUED:

GABRIELLE
I don’t care. While this man still
breathes, he’s in my...

She kneels to check the man. Then, her head drops as she
realizes he’s dead. Garel and the scoldier drag the man
outside. Gabrielle sits, trying not to be overwvhelmed byWit
all.

¥ena walks in and locks arcund. She starts toward Gabrielle
when she notices a FATIGUED ATHENIAN. He has a gashgdown
his arm.

HENA
You. Can yvou walk?

FATIGCUED ATHENIAN
Yes, It’s dust my arm...

XENA .
But you can still carry a &wokd in the
other. Get to the wall®

FATIGUED  ATHENTIAN
Very well. If I have)to¥die anyway...

XENA
At least you"il die Tike a warrior!

He struggles to his§feét and heads outside.

Xena turns, All eyes)are on her. Dead silent. Gabrielle
is nowhere to e ceer.

INT. SUPPLY ROCMF- DAY

Xena embers. Cabrielle is sitting on some crates, her knees
pullef up _to her chest. 5he has a scared look in her evyes.

XENA
I told you to ration the food to the
men outside.

(CONTINUED)
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GABRIELLE
What’s goling on, Xena? Has Ares gotten
to you again?

XENA
Ares has nothing to do with it. I'm
trving to save our skins. Those
"things" outside will kill us all.

GABRIELLE
But this is insane! You're letting
these men die... You shot that man in
the back!

XENA

He was inside our battlements! He Saw
our defenses. I couldn’t risk.it.

Gabrielle turns her head away.

GABRIELLE
I can’t believe this..gmyoUlre scaring
me.

XENA

This is total war$ What did you
expect? Therearxe o good choices,
only lesser degrees of evil.

GABRIELLE
There iz & choice. To stop fighting.

XENA
They aren’t like us. There is nothing
abgtt them that we can or should
understandd

GABRIELLE
Bave we tried?

XENA
I know them, Gabrielle. There is

nothing.
{then)

Make sure those rations get to the men
on the wall.

And she turns and exits.

cuT TC:

Shooting Draft 1/23/97
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INT. COMMAND HUT -~ DAY

Xena enters,

1/27/97 = Pink

Menticles is already here, examining a short

stick that has a small clay jug hanging from one end., The
clay jug has a strip of cloth hanging from it. (NOTE: this

is a smoke

bonmb. }

MENTICLES
We made these the way you
don’t know what good they’

said. But I
11 do. If

they can’t see, we can’t see.

She doesn’t answeyr. Mercer enters.

She traces

The two men sallUbe.

XENA

¥ena refers togiaymap.

Trying to get out of this valley
without reinforcements would be
suicide. We’re going to do something

about that tonight.
a line along the map.

MERCER

You plan to swim the ri¥ep and climb

down the cliffs?

MENTICRES
Hold on. You can’™g leave!

The men

would lose hepegif Yeu disappeared.

XENA
You’re rigpt. ) As much as

I hate to

admit it, T Bave to stay here.

{then)

Mercer(wild 90. Get ready.

leave. And with thaty' Xena exits.

Xeha doesn‘t return it and they both

21
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) 22 EXT. KRAAL - COURTYARD - DAY 22
As Xena comes out, we see some soldiers handing out the clay
jugs to other men. They hold the jugs by the stick.
Gabrielle stands in the hospital doorway, looking concerned
as Xena goes over to Mercer. He has removed all his armor.
[ XENA
Are you ready?
MERCER
I711 be in the water in seconds.
XENA
> No! Move north, through the woods.
bon’t go for the river until you’re
past the trees.
MERCER
That’1ll take too long.
4 XENA

It won’t matter, if you gek yeurself
kiilled. Head north.

He nods his head reluctantly. &en& moves to the center of
the courtyard and looks around. \WThefe are soldiers standing

[ near the gate, armed and reafly toWfight. Xena gives the
signal to the men with thegelay jugs. They light the cloth
strips and swing the Jjugs/ in‘anVarc, then throw them over
the battlements.

ANGLE - BATTLEFIELD - OW CLAY JUGS
[ as the jugs hit the grownd and break open. A powder spills

out and begins bugningy creating a huge smoke cloud which
covers the battlefiedd.

23 EXT. KRAAL -)COURTYARD -~ DAY 23
b Almostgimmediately, axes come flying into the Kraal. The
Hordefldoesn™t know what’s happening, but they don’t like it.
XENA
Open the gatel
P The Boldiers near the gate move the wagon. With a final
look to Xena, Mercer slips ouiside and escapes into the
snoke.
The sound of the Horde’s HOWLING is heard and gets louder.
From the battlements, Garel SCREAMS.
» GAREL
Here they come!

(CONTINUED)
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CONTINUED: 23

The Athenians on the wall begin to pour a hall of arrows
into the smoke, aiming everywhere. 1In return, axes fly into
the Kraal, hitting the random soldier. But, as socon as one
drops, another takes his place at the wall and continues.

EXT. BATTLEFIELD - DAY - COVERED WITH SMCKE 24

Mercer appears in the smoke as figures rush past him. ( He
pauses, then picks his route and moves. Meanwhile:

EXT. KRAAL -~ COURTYARD - DAY 25

The battle begins to dwindle. The HOWLING of (the JHorde
recedes asg they retreat into the woods.

MENTICLES
Cease fire! Save your arrewst

The soldiers CHFER and YELL at the Horde,from the
battlements. This is another solidgvietory as far as they
are concerned. Gabrielle walks inte the courtyard, looking
about. She turns to Menticles,

GABRIEILRE
Wait... where/sgXena?

They all look arocund.

CUTr TO:

EXT. QOUTSIDE KRAAL - BATTLEFIELD - DAY - ON BODIES 26

The haze of thedsmokeds still thick. We PAN along the
bodies of the dead and dying. Some of the men are still
CALLING "Kaltakal®™ One of the bodies moves, and is turned
over. Ufiderneath it, we find Xena, covered in the blood and
slime of this killing field. She crawls slowly on the
groun@, going from Horde body to Horde body as if looking
fory semething. Finally, she stops at one Horde warrior.
Satisfied, she starts to drag him away...

EXT D KRARL - COURTYARD - DAY 27

Everyone still stands as we left them, wondering about Xena,
when we hear from a soldier on the battlement:

ATHENIAN #1
Open the gate! Itfg Hena!

They quickly open the gate, let Xena in, and shut it. She
carries the Horde warricr on her shoulder.

{CONTINUED)
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CONTINUED:
She turns to a soldier.
XENA
Take him to the hut.
The soldier takes the Horde warrior away. Xena turns to
Menticles,
HENA
It will be dark soon. Post double
guards and make sure those torches stay
lit.
Menticles nods and heads off. Gabrielle walkg up.
GABRIELLE
Are you all right?
{then)
I don’t get it. You go gouf offyour way
to tell me this is war, and then you
rescue one of them? He’s notieven
hurt very badly.
XENA
I didn’t rescue him, Gabrielle. We
need information. &And ‘he’s going to
give it to ug ofigZway or ancther.
And she turns and goes_ante the command hut. Gabrielle
takes a BEAT, then, réalizing, she follows.
INT. COMMAND HUT = DAY
The Horde warriock (We’ll call him G'KUG) is on his knees.
Menticles and| the sod¥dier stand in front of him. G’Kug
stares stradght ahead. Xena enters.
HENA
Let’s try to make this simple.
Xend opens a map of the area on the ground and talks to
G/ Kug.
XENA
I know vou don’t understand me, but I
wvant o make some things clear.
{referring to map)
This is where we are.
Of course, he isn’t even locking at her. Without as much as
a hesitation, she punches him in the side of the face. And
it’s not a tap, she nails hinm.
(CONTINUED)
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CONTINUED: 28

GABRIELLE
Xenal

Xena shoots Gabrielle a look, then turns back to G’Kug. He
is looking at her. She points to the room in general...

XENA
We... are here.
{points to wmap)
You...
{(points to G7Kug; then to

a
Where? nap)

He loocks at the map, then to her and nods,

MENTICLES
Lock... the animal understands.

Then, he stares off into the distance agaiw.

MENTICILES
But he’s not goinggto helpt Let me
try.

Menticles draws his sword. ¥ena stops him, then turns to
Gabrielles.

X ENA
Gabrielle,fgopoufside.

GABRIELLE
No.

Gabrielle is dé%iantd We can see a little reaction in
Xena’s demeanory buteit doesn’t stop her. She turns on
G*Kug and giveg him "the pinch.¥

GABRIELLE
By the gods... Xena!
MENTICLES
What’d you do?
XENA
I cut off the flow of blood to his
brain. He’ll be dead in moments... he

knows it. He can feel his life
draining away.

But G’Kug still stands resolute. Blood pours from his nose.

GABRIELLE
Xena, please... please... don’t do
this. It’s murder!

(CONTINUEDR)
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CONTINUED: 2 28

XENA
I told you, Gabrielle. 1It’s war! Now
go back to the hospital.

GABRIELLE
Why? So I can pick out who lives and
who dies? Sc I can be a murderer, too?

A beat, then Xena turns her back on Gabrielle. It’s pretky
obvious that G‘Kug is not going to give them the information
they need. Another moment of suspense, then Xena giieckly
releases the ¥pinch." G’Kug drops.

MENTICLES
It's my turn.

XENA
No. If that didn’t work, notHing will.
Take him to the supply room andltie
him up.

MENTICLES
{surprisedy
You mean kill himnm.

XENA
I mean tie him ups

She waits as Menticles and)hig scldier take G’Kug and exit
with him, leaving Xenafand Gabrielle alone.

GABRIFELLE
Thank you.

Xena spins on @@briedde with a flash of anger.

XENA
Don’®Wou gver guestion my authority
or methods in front of my troops! I
gaid I would do whatever it takes. If
tHat meansg killing him later, I711l do
ittt

GABRIELLE
Your troocps...? I don’t understand...

HENA
Go to the wall and listen, Gabrielle.
With their dying breath, the Horde
calls for Kaltaka, their god of war to
destroy us! I didn’t choose this, but
if they want a battle to the death,
they?1ll get it. What part don’t you
understand?

(CONTINUED)
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28 CONTINUED: 3 28
GABRIELLE
You. Who are you? Where’s the Xena
I know?
XENA

That Xena can’t save us now. If
losing her is the price for saving us
all, I have to pay it. This is just a
part of me I didn‘t think I‘d need
anymore.

GABRIELLE
But...

XENA
Get back to work.

And Xena exits. A BEAT on a shocked andldisoriented

Gabrielle.
CUT TO:

29 INT. SUPPLY ROOM - DAY 290%
We find G’Kug tied to a crat@. *
GABRIELLE
comes walking into thefreompfo get some rags, She looks *
lost and confused, therndsees G’Kug looking at her. We play *
a mement of them studying each other. Then, as she starts *
to exit: *

G’RKUG
KalteXa. .¢
She nods Herjhea@. But he gestures with his hand.
G/ KUG
Kaltaka!
She| l1coke€ to where he is pointing. Her water bag. *
GABRIELLE
Kaltaka?

He nods and points to his wmouth. Gabrielle gives a DRY
LAUGH.

(CONTINUED)
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CONTINUED:
GABRIELLE
Kaltaka is water... Kaltaka isn’t a

god! The dying men just want water!

She walks over to him and holds the bag up to his lips.
he drinks, we see tears forming in her eyes.

GARRIELLE
It’s madness... all of this... you,
them... Xena... what’s become of her...

it’s not human. That’s the real
price, isn’t it? Losing your humanity.

He stops drinking and can only look at her, nog
understanding.

GABRIELLE
You were right, Xena. If I’mfgodng ®o
die here, I'm going to dievas who I
am! I’m not paying the price!

With that, she stands, and heads outside.

EXT. OUTSIDE KRAAL - BATTLEFIELD(~ DAY

= Blue

‘As

The remainder of the smokegeasts an eerie gray on the field.

Play this for a moment, ‘then Teveal:

GABRIELLE

She takes a BEAT beford she hears the first plaintive gall
of "Kaltaka." Shd mowes”into the piles of dead and dying.

She finds a wounded manh.

GABRIELLE
Kaitaka... here. Water...

She movesd! to another, giving him water. More and more,

the

men aremgalling for Kailtaka. At first she doesn’t notice,
but shadows move in the haze. When she does notice, she

continges her good work., Meanwhile:

EXT. KRAAL ~ COURTYARD - DAY
Hena is pissed at Athenian #1.

ZENA
You just let her out?

(CONTINUED)
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CONTINUED: 31
ATHENIAN #1
She said it was your order! She
sounded pretty convincing.
XENA _
Get the smoke pots. Have the soldiers
on the wall prepare for battle!

And, with that, she runs up the battliement. Meanwhilé:

EXT. QOUTSIDE KRAAL -~ BATTLEFIELD - DAY 32
The shadows are closer. Gabrieslle continues her work,

giving the wounded water until, suddenly she looks up to see

two Horde Warriors standing directly in front Ofger! And

these are not wounded men!

EXT. KRAAL - BATTLEMENT -~ DAY 33

On Xena and Menticles reacting.

MENTICLES
They?’ve got her.

CEf Xena’s reaction, wes
FADE OUT.

FND,L.OF ACT THREE
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ACT FOUR

FADE IN:

EXT. OUTSIDE KRAAL - BATTLEFIELD - DAY

Gabrielle is kneeling next to a wounded Horde warrior with
the two unwounded warriors facing her. Then:

INTERCUT:

EXT. EKRAAL -~ BATTLEMENT ~ DAY
¥ena and Menticles stand with archers.

HENTICLES
Prepare to fire...!

XENA
Wait!

Menticles looks down to see:
BATTLEFIELD

As Gabrielle stands up, thé Horde Warriors move forward...

and pick up the wounded waprRor. (NOTE: These warriors are

unarmed.) Gabrielle lI'edks @around and in the clearing mist
we can see that there are unarmed Horde warriors all over
the place, retrievip@g thel¥ wounded.

BATTLEMENT

XENA
{(Fealizing)}
Thevhre @etrieving their wounded...

MENTICLES
Whzt? That’s impossible! They must be
trying to kill our wounded.

XENA
No. They saw Gabrielle and they must
have thought it was a truce.
{then)
I want some voluntesers o go out there
and get vour men. Unarmed
volunteers.

MENTICLES
That’s suicide.

XEHA
Do it.

He salutes and moves away. Xena turns to the archers.

( CONTINUED)
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CONTINUED: 2 35

HENA
Keep your eye on Gabrielle. If I give
you the word, shoot anything near her.

BATTLEFIELD

The Athenian volunteers come out of the Kraal and cautiowSly
move inte the area. The Horde warriors barely give them a
look., They’re busy with their own men. The Athenians
guickly begin to gather their wounded.

Xena comes up to Gabrielle and motions for her tof(keep
zilent. Gabrielle nods and, as she starts to mewe)toward
Hena, she loocks down to ses. ..

GABRIELLE
Oh, NG...

Mercer! He’s bloody and battered. Gakrielle kneels next to
him. He opens his eyes and sees them.

MERCER
Cabrielle... Xena, ¢you wWe€re right...
I should have gone nerth.
Gabrielle looks to Xena.
GABRIELLE
Therefs no gpe goming to save us.
Locks likeggvon’ve got your battle to
the death aifenpall.
Xena dossn’t respond.

TIME DISSCLVE:

EXT. HERARAY - MARICUS SHOTS - NIGHT 36
This is™go establish the peacefulness of the evening.

VARIOUS SHOTS - THE ATHENIAN SOLDIERS

waitimg on the battlements. They look grim, tired and

without hope. One or two are close to tears as they stare

out Bt the underbrush, waliting for the eventual attack.

EXT. KRAAL - COURTYARD - NIGHT 37

A few of the refugees have built an altar to Athena and are
praving for zafe passage from this world.

MENTICLES

walks the grounds, occasionally speaking to a dispirited
soldier, trying to keep the faith. Meanwhile:
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IRT. HOSPITAL - NIGHT

Gabrielle is tending to Mercer, who is bandaged and
splinted. A BEAT, then a Gashed Athenian comes in. Behind
him are two men with crates.

GASHED ATHENIAN
Xena told me to report to you.

GABRIELLE
Aren’t vou needed on the wall?

GASHED ATHENIAN
She ordered me to help you with the
wounded. And she wanted this food te
get in here.

Gabrielle takes a moment to smile slightly. Thens

GABRIELLE
Put the food over there and start
feeding these men. You two)) gebfsome
rags and start boiling them.

And everyone goes to work, asgwe [gofte:

INT. COMMAND HUT -~ NIGHT

Xena sits on the table ané stares... thoughtful...
cencentrating. A BEAT, then Menticles and Garel bring
G’kug inte the room.

Xena stands,

XENA
Cutfhim Wwose.

MENTICLES
Axe YOu out of vyour mind?

XENA
Do it. And get his weapon. Now!

Menticles gives a nod to Garel, who goes off to get G'Rug’s
ax ™ mMenticles pulls his sword, hesitates over G’Kug and,
finally, slashes the ropes. G Kug stands, a little wary.
Garel walks vp with the ax and hands it to Xena.

{CONTINUED)
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CONTINUED: 39

XEHA
MNow, stand back.

Xena tosses the ax at G'Kug’s fest., He takes a BEAT, then
quickly grabs it up, holding it at his side, and turns
toward Menticles, ready to defend himself. Xena pulls her
sword.

HMENTICLES
What are vou trying toc prove?

XENA
That we have something in common.

She takes a step forward. G’Kug reacts strangely. He
shakes his head, nodding toward Menticles.

KENA
He doesn’t want to fight me. (He wants
to fight you... or anyongjelse.

GAREL
Is it any wonder? ¢I’ve geen you fight.

XENA
No, hefs not afrald todie. It's
because he thinksy,I%m in charge. And
he’s not worthy of\my sword. Watch.

fena raises her swordd &'KUG immediately drops to one knee,
bending his head and Wmo¥ing the hair from his neck.

MENTICLES
Amazing. .

¥ena steps baCkd € 'Kuf stands again. This time Xena points
to herself pthen points outside. She repeats the gesture,
this time @dding”a sword swipe to emphasize. Slowly, G'Kug
rnods his head.

KENA
(to Menticles)
This I understand. Take him to the
gate. Then release hin.

A shocked BEAT, then Menticles gsstures to Garel and he
takes G'Kug ocut.

XENA
It may not make sense to us, Menticles,
but they have a code. Understanding
that... we might just have a chance.

Off this, we:
DISSCLVE TO:
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INT. HOSPITAL - NIGHT 40*

Things look much better for the wounded. Gabrielle is *

working on an unconscious man, putting bandages on his head *

wound. %

¥ena come in and Kneels next to Gabrielle, watching her. %

Then: *
XENA

{re: water}
Kaltaka. That turned out to be the
Key.

Gabrielle continues working. *

XENA

When you went out there, they thought
it was a truce to retrieve thegWounded.
That means that they’re not just
human... they’re humane. WThey have a
cede of honor. And, that’s)something I
can understand.

{then)
I let my fear and patrediblind me to
everything.

GEBRIELLE
Sometimes the pastcan do that. If
I had been tThrough what you’ve been
through. . .

XENA
No, noteyou. /You understand hatred,
but ygti've méver given into it. You've
never (had |8o become that person that I
wasly Youwldon’t know how much I love
thatd aboutsdvyou.

Gabriellsafzmiles %
XENA

Take care of these wounded. I need to ®

get ready for Ltomorrov. *

€abrdielle moves away. Xena continues her practice.

TIME DISSCLVE:

EXT. SUN - DAY 41
To establish morning.
EXT. QUTSIDE KRAAL - BATTLEFIELD - DAY 42

X¥ena stands at the open gate next to Gabrielle. Menticles
calls to her from the battlement.

{CONTINUED)
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CONTINUED: 42

MEHNTICLES
¥ena! He’s coming!

¥ena nods and starits to walk., Gabrielle stops her.

GABRIELLE
Do you have to go out there? Maybe now
we can talk to them.

HENA

Peace and understanding doesn’t happen
overnight. Right now, this is the only
communication we both understand. A
warrior’s code of honor. &And if I
defeat their leader... I defeat theix
army.

{beat)
It’s not much... It’s not,the perfect
answer. But it‘s all we hawe.

Xena walks a few steps, then turns.
XENA

Gabyrielle... If thig déesn’t work, get
to the river —--

GEBRTELLE
No. Do what Yeu have to do. But when
it’s over... wefre going to walk down

that road whusthef. Just like we
always havé andhlike we always will.

Xena smiles and tduches Gabrielle on the cheek. Then, she
turns and walks away, )with Gabrielle watching.

CuT TO:

EXT. QUTSIDE XRAAL - BATTLEFIELD - DAY 43
As Xena gomes out of the gate and examines her enemy.

THE \HORDEMASTER

He lgoks even more impressive than when we first saw him.
Pogslibly the foot and a half height advantage over Xena has
something to do with it.

INTERCUT:

EXT. BATTLEMENT -~ DAY 44
Gabrielle and Menticles watch.

(CONTINUED)
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CONTINUED: 44
BATTLEFIELD

We now see the Horde standing near the treselins, watching.
Xena moves toward the Hordemaster. He stands with his Kamas
at the ready. A BEAT as they appraise each other. Then,
with no warning or prearble, the Hordemaster attacks,
SWlﬁglng the Kamas. Xena barely has time to respond,
pulling her sword and blocking the first blow. The Kapa
completes it’s arc ag the other blade comes slashing towapd
her. She dodges it but catches the tip of the blade op the
side of her head. She rolls with the impact and cgfes g,
blood dripping from under her hair. There is no time %o
react as the Hordemaster charges again. This tLimey Xsna
brings her sword up to parry, but he is ready for iU He
drops to one knee and sends a foot into her midsection.

Xena is launched backwards into a tres. She hitesEolidly
and drops.

The Hordemaster swings one of the axef)atdiar head. She
drops a2nd rolls as the blade slices Wnte the tree, lodging
there momentarily. The Hordenmaster pWllsyon it as Xena
takes the opening and swings her g#oed Wverhead. With his
free hand, the Hordemaster CARCHES JHE BLADE in his FIST.
Even Xena reacts in shock as bleocdlrums down his wrist. But
he holds it firm as he staresin®e her eves.

As he continues to holdgthembliage, his other hand pulls the
ax free and he swings the Kama@s arcund in preparation for
the kill.

Much to his surprise,(¥gnayreaches out, focusing on the
center of the cord Betyecon the two axas and CATCHES THE
KAMAS CORD. Thigftime the Hordemaster looks amazed. For a
moment it’s a standoffy ¥ena does a filip and kicks him in
the midsectionf@aunghing herself backwards.

Again, they,ard sgparated. This time, though, Xena holds
the Kamasy The Werdemaster holds the sword. He looks at it,
a bit coffusedy It’s obvious this is not his weapon of
cholcegmpHaygives a couple of clumsy swings. He looks at
Xena Holfling the Kamas helplessly. He realizes that she is
jusg ag ipept with them as he is with the sword. With a
YELL, D®holds the sword high and charges.

Hig \realization was just what ¥enz wanted. With the flair
of ah expert, she dodges to the side while swinging the
Kamas in an arc that knocks the sword from the Hordsawmaster's
grip. AL the same time, Xena doess an ankle sweep and the
Hordemaster stumbles. Xena is on his back. She has a grip
on his neck and head and wonft let go. He flails about,
trying to dislodge her; slamming himself up against tree
trunks;: trying to crush her. But she won't let go. And
slowly, he drops to the ground. When he is on his knees,
she releases him. GASPING, he reaches for the Kanas.

{ CONTINUED)
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CONTIRUED: 2 44
She does a double kick, knocking the Kamas from his hand and
putting a boot into his face. He flips over and lands on
his back, spread-eagle and defeated.

¥ena stands. She locks at the Horde standing in the woods.
Then she turns and walks away. Behind her, the Hordemaster
wobbles to his feet. He raises his hands toward the skyg
The Horde in the woods raise their axes, preparing to Lhrow.
BATTLEMENT

Gabrielle sees this and SCREAMS:

GABRIELLE
Xena! Watch out!

BATTLEFIELD

Xena doesn’‘t stop; she doesn’t look, backy

THE HORDE

let £ly with the axes.

GABRIELLE

is beside herself with £eafly Why doesn’t Xena react?
XENA

still walking, not loekdngpback. In the background we HEAR
the thud of axes ipfo flesh.

THE HORDEMASTER

drops to the grgund, ¢his body covered with the axes of his
men.

THE HORDE
turn thaflins backs on the Athenians and fade into the woods.
THE|GATE

It opens and the Athenian soldiers cautiously look out.
Gabrielle runs out and hugs Xena.

GABRIELLE
You knew...?

XENA
I knew. ©One of us had to die, no
matter who was the victor.

(MORE)

(CONTINUED)
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44 CONTINUED: 3 44

XENA (cont’d)
{(to Menticles)
You can send out patrols, but vou won't
find themn.

MENTICLES
I don‘t want to find them. We’re
moving out.
{then}
Thank vou.

As he moves away, Xena stares off intc the woods.

XENA
They’1ll be back. Maybe not this vyear,
but someday.

GABRIELLE
Can anyone stop them?

XENA
Yes, Gabrielle. But itmwonit be
warriors. It willgobe/pefple like you.
I only hope that wherewver /the Horde is
from... they have @ Gab¥ielle.

Gabrielle can’t reply. , Xema Tturns and walks back toward the
Kraal. Gabrielle looksWEff at the woods, asg we:

FADE OUT.

THE END





