Wag the Dog (1997) novie script by Hilary Henkin and David Manet. Based on the
book "Anerican Hero" by Larry Beinhart Second draft, 10/14/96.
FADE | N:
A CARD, WHI TE ON THE BLACK SCREEN, READS
Why does a dog wag its tail?
BENEATH | T, THE NEXT LI NE FADES | N:
Because a dog is snmarter than its tail.
CROSS- FADE TO THE NEXT CARD, WHI CH READS:
If the tail were smarter, the tail would wag the dog.

DI SSCLVE

FADE I N:

EXT THE WHI TE HOUSE NI GHT

A VAN FULL OF PEOPLE STOPS AT A SI DE ENTRANCE.
ANGLE I NT THE WH TE HOUSE

AT THE SIDE, UTILITY ENTRANCE, WE SEE THE DI SGORG NG WORKI NG CLASS MEN AND
WOMEN, THEY PASS THROUGH SECURI TY SCREENI NG I N THE B. G, THROUGH METAL
DETECTORS, AND PAST SEVERAL GUARDS WHO CHECK THE PHOTO-1.D.’ S ARCUND THEI R
NECKS.

ANGLE I NT THE WH TE HOUSE

WI LFRED _AMES AD_AMY_ _CA_N ABRGH YU

NG WOMAN | N HER TVEENTI ES, WALKI NG DOWN
A CORRI DOR, LOOKI NG WORRI ED.

ANGLE AMES AND CAI N

AVES AND CAI N HAVE STOPPED AT THE END OF THE HALL. BEYOND THEM WE SEE THE
CLEANI NG PECPLE COM NG I N FROM THE VAN, AND BEI NG CLEARED THROUGH A METAL
DETECTOR | NTO A HOLDI NG AREA, AND HANDED CLEANI NG MATERI ALS, MOPS, VACUUMS, ET
CETERA, BY A TYPE HOLDI NG A CLI PBOARD. PART OF THE GROUP, A MAN IN HI S
FORTIES, IN A RATTY JACKET, OPEN COLLARED SHI RT, PASSES THROUGH THE GROUP,

AND | S STOPPED BY A SECRET SERVI CEMAN VWHO APPEARS NEXT TO AMES. [IN THE B. G
VWE SEE A TV I N AN ADJACENT ROOM SHOW NG A PCLI TI CAL COMMERCI AL.

AMVES
(TO SECRET SERVI CEMAN)
... That’s him
AMES MOVES OUT OF THE SHOT. LEAVING US ON THE POLI TI CAL COMMVERCI AL.
WE SEE TWO BUSI NESS PECPLE ON THE PLANE, A MAN AND A WOVAN.

BUSI NESSMAN
well, all | know, you don't change horses in the niddle



of the stream

BUSI NESSWOVAN
"Don’t change Horses," well, there’s a lot of truth in
t hat .

THE | MAGE SHI FTS TO A PRESI DENT, DA NG PRESI DENTI AL THI NGS. AND THE VO CE-
OVER.

VA CE- OVER
For Peace, prosperity, for _a | _ | of us: Don't change
Horses in...

ANGLE

A CORRI DOR OF THE WHI TE HOUSE, AS AMES AND THE MAN IN THE RATTY JACKET ( BREAN)
WALK HURRI EDLY. AMES FI Nl SHES ONE Cl GARETTE AND USES THE BUTT TO LI GHT A
FRESH ONE. THEY PASS BY A LARGE PHOTOGRAPH OF THE BACK OF A MAN, BENDI NG TO
SHAKE HANDS WTH ONE OF A LINE OF G RLSCOUTS. AMES GLANCES UP AT THE
PHOTOGRAPH AND SHARES HI S HEAD DEJECTEDLY.

INT VHI TE HOUSE "SI TUATI ON' ROOM NI GHT.

A WOMAN W TH A STENOPAD, ARRANG NG PADS AND PENCI LS AT A SMALL CONFERENCE
TABLE. A SECRET SERVI CE TYPE PUTS H' S HEAD I N THE ROOM AND BOAS QUT, AND
NCDS, BREAN AND AMES ENTER HURRI EDLY.

AMES
W're going to...

HE STOPS TALKI NG AS A VWHI TE HOUSE WAI TER ENTERS W TH A TRAY W TH COFFEE THI NGS
ON I T, FOLLONED BY TWO YOUNG Al DES, SLEEPY AND DI SHEVELLED, WHO ENTER QUI CKLY,
AND APOLOGE ES UNUTTERED, SIT AND MAKE THEMSELVES SMALL.

BREAN MAKES A LI TTLE GESTURE AT THE WAI TER, WHO | S SETTI NG OQUT THE COFFEE,
AND AT THE STENOGRAPHER, MEANI NG "GET THEM QUT OF HERE. "

AMES
Thank you, that'll be all.

THE STENOGRAPHER AND THE WAI TER LEAVE

BREAN
(OF THE TWD STAFFERS)
Who we got here...?

AMES
John Levy, Staff, and Any Cain, Press Of....

BREAN
Alright. Look here, any of you kids hear in this
room what you hear here, what you say here, what you
_d o here, f'it got out, you leaked it.

(TO AMES)
Tell " em what they need to know.

AMES
When it broke, he said one word: get ne Ronni e Brean.

BREAN



(NGDS)
Vell. Avright. Wat is it? Wuat's, he, uh...? He
had an Illegal Inmigrant, was his Gardener, sone years
back...?

(SM LES)
What’'s the thing? You people get ahead, you sure get
nervous.

AN Al DE ENTERS, W TH SEVERAL TYPED SHEETS, WH CH SHE HANDS TO CAIN. CAIN
READS TO HERSELF, PASSES THEM TO AMES.

BREAN
(CON'T)
... he made a pass at sone Secretary, back in...

AMVES TAKES THE SHEETS, AND READS. GESTURES TO BREAN, "ONE MOVENT, PLEASE. "
ANGLE I'NS. THE SHEET, WH CH AMES HOLDS.

I T READS
AS PRESI DENT OF THE UNI TED STATES | REGRET THAT
PERSONAL | NCAPACI TY HAS RENDERED ME MOMENTARI LY UNABLE
TO CONFRONT AND CORRECT. . ..

ANGLE
BREAN LOOKI NG ON, AS AMES READS, AND SHAKES HI S HEAD SADLY. BREAN TAKES THE
SHEETS.

ANGLE | NS.

READI NG OVER BREAN S SHOULDERS

Statutory Rape.

The President’s |ong-docunented nental problens

Br ought about by reaction to Drugs to control
.?

TwnNhke
[l

I
ANGLE AMES READI NG OVER BREAN S SHOULDER.

AMES
...didhe h_a v ethe flu...?

CAIN
It can be docunented that he displayed the...

BREAN LAYS DOM THE SHEET SOMVBERLY, EVERYONE LOOKS AT H M

BREAN
This ain’t the illegal inmmgrant Nanny.

CAIN
There was a group of Grlscouts here fromIndiana | ast
nmonth. One of them expressed an interest in a
Frederick Rem ngton bust. The president took her into
the oval Ofice, for a period...

AMVES
Three minutes. It couldn’'t have been over three
m nutes, the Secret Service...

BREAN GESTURES HI M TO BE QUI ET.



BREAN
Ckay. And she’s alleging...?

CAI'N GESTURES BREAN TO KEEP READI NG THE SHEETS IN FRONT OF HM  HE DCES SO
PAUSE. TO H MSELF.

BREAN
(CON'T)
Jesus, Mary and Joseph.

AMES
We are virtually certain it isnt...

BREAN
Who's got the story?
( PAUSE)

AMES
Don't you want to know if it’'s true?

BREAN
What difference does it make if it’'s true?
( PAUSE)
It’sa _s t o r_ vy, and, it _b_ r_e a _k s they're gonna have to

with it -- Howlong ve we got til it breaks?
( PAUSE)

AMES
Front page. Washington Post. Tonorrow.

BREAN
Well, yeah. Now. That's not good. O k_a_vy:
( PAUSE)
O k _ay. WIll set up the Vvar Room _H e r_e...

AN Al DE BRINGS HM A CUP OF COFFEE.

BREAN
Thank you. Now. where is he?

LEVY
Chi na.

BREAN
When’ s he coning back...?

LEVY
Touchdown, Andrews, fourteen hundred, today.

BREAN TAKES A NOTEBOOK QUT OF HI S POCKET, AND LOCKS AT IT.

BREAN

(AS HE READS FROM HI S NOTEBOCK)
Al right, now, here: he stays on the ground in China
til Tonorrow.

CAI'N
. why?



BREAN
...you the Press Ofice?

CAI' N
. Yes.

BREAN
( SHRUGS)
Earn your noney. ...He's ill, the Plane is sick...

CAI N
( MAKI NG NOTES)
. Good. ..

AMES
When do we bring’ em back?

BREAN
You gotta give ne a day. | need a day.
( PAUSE)
He's sick, get it out _n_o_ w Get himon the phone n tell
himhow sick he is. W got to get it out before the
story breaks, so we aren’t quote, responding to it.
Issue is as a bulletin. He's got sone rare strain
of ...

AMVES
It won’t hold.

BREAN
All |1 need is the one day.

AMES
It won't even hold the one day, Ronnie --

BREAN
Yes -- It will... Now. why is the President in China?

LEVY
Trade Relati ons.

BREAN
You' re goddamm right. And it’s got nothing to do with
t he B-2 Bonber.

( PAUSE)

LEVY
There _i_s no B-2 Bonber,

BREAN
That’s what |'mtelling you.

(PAUSE. HE GLANCES AT HI S WATCH.)
The two things: the two things: Rare strain of flu,
No Cause to Be Alarmed. And the B-2 Bonber...

(TO Al DES)
Clear ne a space. Get ne a copy, go rob one, get it
off the conputer, Wash Post, NY. T I _ME S,

Al DE
You want sone research, flu? Side-effects of nedi....



BREAN
Naw, we can’'t play this one catch-up. That's how | ong
since you stopped beating the wife. W have to..

AMES
We're going to have to explain away the..

BREAN
They caught himin the closet with a Grlscout. Side-
effects of a pill ain't gone trunp that. You have to

keep’ em guessi ng for
(HE GLANCES AT THE CALENDAR)
Two weeks. You don't have to Cure Cancer, Pal, you
just have to give them sonething nore interesting
t han. ..

CAIN
What’'s nore interesting than boffing the girlscout?

BREAN
Well, that's what we're _d o _i_n_g here...

BREAN IS SUNK I N THOUGHT. AN Al DE STARTS TO SPEAK. AMES S| LENCES H' M BREAN
BECKONS AMES OVER

BREAN
(SOrTO
Genme twenty thousand dollars...

AVES NODS, AND WAVES AN Al DE OVER AND WH SPERS TO HER.

BREAN

(CONT.)
And genme a car

AMES
Car and a driver, M. Brean, the Wstgate, Now,
pl ease. ..

BREAN

Ckay, |ook, who's takin' the press conference today?

CAIN
Is there a press conference today?
BREAN
What do _y o _u think? Wat | need fromyou: | need a

base of operations. Sone place in the District. |
need sone clean _m o _n_e_ vy ...

LEVY
How nuch...?

AMVES GESTURES H M TO BE QUI ET.

BREAN
And, to hold it together, | need two days. There _i_s no
B-2 Bonber: here’'s what you do ahout that: whoever is
| eaking stuff to that geek at the Post, lets it slip,



"CGeez, | hope this doesn’t screw up the B-2 Program.."

"What B-2 Program and why should it screw it up?" "If
the president noves to deploy the B-2 before it is
fully tested." "Deploy the B-2, W h_y?" "In the
Crisis."

AMES

What crisis?

BREAN
I"mworking on it. Sanme tinme, you call Billy Scott at
Joint Chiefs, and pour himonna plane _r_i_g h t n o wto

Seattle, y'got that...? Al flustered and worried. To
talk tothe B o _e i_n_g people.

AMES

(TO LEVY)
D oit...

LEVY MOVES TO A TELEPHONE.

BREAN
(TO CAIN
And you?

CAI N
But there isn’'t a B-2 bonber.

BREAN
Where' d you go to school, Kid. Wllesly?

CAI N
Dar t nout h

BREAN
Then show a little spunk. There _|_s no B-2 Bonber,
CGeneral Scott, the best of your know edge, is not in
Seattle to talk with Boeing...

AMVES
It won’t hold.

BREAN
One day, Two days? _C o _u_r_s_ e it’s gonna hhhh....
CAMERA TAKES THEM DOMN THE HALL, WHERE WE SEE THE CLEANI NG PECPLE, W TH FLOOR
POLI SHERS, LOOKI NG UP AT THE PI CTURE OF THE PRESI DENT AND THE G RLSCOUTS, AND
SNI CKERI NG

ANGLE
ON BREAN AND AMES LOOKI NG ON.
THE CLEANI NG PECPLE NOTI CE THEY ARE BEI NG WATCHED AND DI SPERSE.

AMES
It won't hold, Ronnie, it won't prove out.

BREAN
We don’t need it to prove out. W need it to _d i_s t r_a c_t
themfor two weeks til the election.



AMVES
What would do that...?

HOLD, ON BREAN THI NKI NG

AMVES
(CONT.)
What inthe w o r | _d would do that?

BREAN
I"mworking on it.

HE TURNS AROCUND AND STARES AT THE WALL.

BREAN WALKS TO THE COUNTER WHERE THE COFFEE AND ROLLS ARE STEAM NG ON THE
WALL ARE HUNG TWD W PE- OFF SLATES. ONE READS "DAYS TO ELECTION 12," THE OTHER
READS "% | N FAVOR 63" BREAN PI CKS UP A ROLL, DOMS A COFFEE, AND STARTS OUT OF
THE DOOR.

ANGLE
CAMERA TAKES THEM QOUT | NTO THE HALL.
BREAN LEANS CLOSE TO AMES.

BREAN
G nmre twenty thousand dol | ars.

HE STARTS INTO THE HALL, FOLLOWED BY THE ENTOURAGE, AND THE CAMERA.

BREAN
1’1l be back within the hour. Now,

AMES
(WALKS ALONG, SHAKI NG HI S HEAD)
It’s going to be fine. 1It’s going to be ... you

renmenber in 88, when...
AN Al DE COVES UP TO THEM HOLDI NG A VI DECTAPE.

AMVES
What is it...

Al DE WH SPERS TO AMES. WHO NODS, TAKES THE TAPE, AND BREAN, AND THE Al DE,
I NTO A SI DE OFFI CE.

I NT SI DE OFFI CE NI GHT.
AS THE AIDS PUTS THE TAPE INTO A V.C R

BREAN
What is it?

AMES
It’s the rough-cut, the other side’'s new comercial.

THE PI CTURE COVES ON, | T SHOANS THE PRESI DENT DO NG SEVERAL PRESI DENTI AL
THI NGS. THE COMMVERCI AL VWE SAW EARLI ER

BREAN
That’s _o_u_r comrercial.
( PAUSE)
|I"ve seen it. That's _o_u_r comrercial.



AMES
(TO Al DE)

Turn up the vol une.

THE Al DE DOES SO, AND WE HEAR MAURI CE CHAVALI ER SI NG NG,
"Thank heaven, for Little Grls...."

ANOCTHER Al DE ENTERS, SHEEPI SHLY, HANDS A THI CK PACKET TO AMES, WHO HOLDS I T
QUT TO BREAN.

BREAN
What is this?

AMES
Twenty thousand dol | ars.

BREAN
(NODS, REMEMBERING I T)
Yeah, |’'m gonna have to go to L. A

I NT BACKSEAT THE STATI ONWAGON WE SAW AT THE WESTGATE. GEORCGETOMWN. NI GHT.
AMVES | N THE BACKSEAT.

AMES
I"mcomng with you.

BREAN

( SHRUGS)
Genme a pl ane. Business Aviation, National, one hour.
Fly to Chicago. Ohare, LAX6 A M

AMES
I"ll see you at National .

BREAN NCODS, AND EXITS.

HOLD ON AMES.
HE HEARS SOMETHI NG, AND TURNS.

ANGLE
H S POV.
A YOUNG STAFFER, | N THE CORNER, SPEAKI NG SCFTLY ON THE PHONE.
STAFFER
(ON PHONE)
Tell him well, tell himwe, I _k n_o_ wwe just signed it,
but we're goingto _c¢c_a n_ c_e | it.
( PAUSE)
Because, because we're not going to be s t a y i_n_g here the
next four years.
( PAUSE)
Well, | can’t tell you on the phone...

EXT GEORGETOMNN STREET N GHT.

THE DOORSTEP OF A HOUSE. A M DDLE AGED MAN | N A BATHRCOBE, HOLDS A VERY LARCE
MANI LA ENVELCPE, HE TURNS, SOVEONE BEHI ND H M OBVI QUSLY HAVI NG CALLED HM HE
TURNS AND SECRETS THE ENVELOPE | N H S BATHROBE POCKET.



ANGLE
IN THE FOREGROUND, BREAN, I N A TAXI CAB, WHI CH DRI VES AWAY, IN THE B. G,
MAN | N THE BATHROBE, REENTERI NG H S HOUSE

I NT SMALL TW N ENG NE PROP PLANE. NI GHT.

AVES AND BREAN | N THE BACK
HOLD ON AMES
VWHO | S SHAKI NG H' S HEAD. HE REACHES OVER AND NUDGES BREAN AWAKE.

AMES
Tell, tell, tell me again.

BREAN
....we | anding?

AMES
Tell me again.

BREAN

(Sl GHS)
Lookit, don't worry about it. It’'s not a New Concept.
Wake ne when we touch down, will...

HE TRI ES TO NESTLE H MSELF BACK TO SLEEP. AMES NUDGES H M

W can’t af f o r_da war.

BREAN
W aren’'t going to have a war. W’re going to have the
"appearance" of a war.

AMES
I"mnot sure we can afford to have the "appearance" of
a war.

BREAN

What’'s it gonna cost?
(HE SHRUGS AND STARTS TO ROLL OVER TO
G0 TO SLEEP.)

AMES
But, but, but, "they" would find out.

BREAN
Who woul d find out?

AMVES
.the...
(HE GESTURES QUT OF THE W NDOW

BREAN
The American "people"?

ANVES
Yes

BREAN
Who's gonna tell’em

THE



AMVES
.but. ..

BREAN

What did they find out about the Gulf War? One shot:

one bonb, falling though the roof, building coulda been

made of L e g o_s.

HE RCLLS OVER AGAI N.

AMES
(AS | F REHEARSING | T TO HI MSELF)
...you want us to go to Var...

BREAN ROUSES HI MSELF, SHRUGS, TAKES OUT A NOTEBOOK, AND BEG NS TO WRI TE.

BREAN
...that’s the general idea.

AMVES
Why ?

BREAN

Wy n o t, what've they ever done for _u_s...? Also: they

sound... Ah, you see, this is why we have to nobilize

the B2 B o mb e r...

AMES
...they sound what?

S h i _f t_ y. Wwo knows anything _a b o u t em..

AMVES
Hol d on, hold on, hold on:

BREAN
Well, 1'"mgonna hold on, but you went to win this
el ection, you better change the subject. You wanna
change this subject, you better have a War. What do
you need? |It's gotta be g u_ i_c_k, it's gotta be

an eneny? Sonebody you fear. Wo do you fear?
Somi b’y you don’t know.

you got to have an _e _n_e my. Gay? Wuat do you

AMES
_ W h_o?
BREAN
Vell, I'm_w o r_k i_n_gonit

HE RCLLS OVER.

EXT, O HARE Al RPORT. BUSI NESS TERM NAL.

A BEAUTI FUL PRAI RI E DAWN.

need in

THE SMALL PLANE FI NI SHES TAXI I NG BREAN AND AMES EMERGE, A UNI FORMED



OBSEQUI QUS Al RLI NE ATTENDANT COMES UP, AND HANDS THEM Tl CKETS.

ANGLE, ON BREAN AND AMES, AS THEY WALK ACROSS THE TARMAC.

AVES
Al _b ani_a
BREAN
Yes
AVES
Why ?
BREAN

What do you know about then?

BREAN
Preci sel y.

AMVES
What did Al bania ever do to us?

BREAN
What did they ever do _f_o r us...?

( PAUSE)
You see, this is why we have to nobilize the B-2
Bonber .

AMES

(TO H MSELF)

...you want us to go to War with Al bani a.

BREAN
Here's what you got to do:

(HE GESTURES, "GET ON THE PHONE")
Get your Press Ofice, Right now To deny; There _i_s
no report of Al banian Activity. They have to deny it.
Now, get the C I.A

I NT Al RLI NE WAI TI NG AREA.  DAY.
EARLY MORNI NG BUSI NESSMEN AND WOMEN, HOLDI NG COFFEE CUPS.

ONE WEARS A CAMPAI GN BUTTON SHOW NG THE PHOTO OF THE PRESI DENT AND THE G RL
SCAUT. HE BRUSHES PAST BREAN WHO IS SI TTI NG BY A M NDLESS TELEVI SI ON WEATHER
PRESENTATI ON ON A HUGE TV. HE LOCKS DOM AT H S WATCH.

ANNOUNCER

(VO
Anerican Airlines Announces the departure of flight
_____ for Los Angeles, will all Passengers holding...
THE BUSI NESS TYPES BEG N TO QUEUE UP I N A SLEEPY LINE. BREAN LEANS CLCSER TO
THE TELEVI SION, AS I T CHANGES TO A NEWS LOGO, AND A TALKI NG HEAD APPEARS.

TALKI NG HEAD
Good norning: Wth the election el even days away the



worl d slept, expecting news fromthe President on _T r_a d_e
and his visit to China, another _s o r_t of news, however,
has energed fromthe Presidential Quarter. Chris

Andrews, station KCRT, Santa Fe Reports:

BREAN LEANS BACK FROM THE TELEVI SI ON, AND PUTS HI S ATTENTI ON ON THE BUSI NESS
PEOPLE ABOUT TO FI LE ONTO THE PLANE. AS HE WATCHES THEY MOVE FI RST ONE AT A
TIME, AND THEN, IN A GROUP, DRAWN TO THE TELEVI SI ONS.

ANGLE:

BREAN, LOOKI NG AT THE BUSI NESS PECPLE, CLUSTERI NG UP. BEYOND HM WE SEE THE
TALKI NG HEAD FROM SANTA FE, THE SHOT OF THE PRESI DENT W TH THE G RLSCOUTS,

VWH CH WE SAW PREVI QUSLY ON THE WH TE HOUSE WALL, AND ON THE CAMPAI GN BUTTONS.

BREAN TAKES OUT A NOTEPAD AND STARTS MAKI NG NOTES. AMES WANDERS | NTO THE
SHOT, WTH A CUP OF DUNKIN DONUTS COFFEE, AND THE CELLPHONE INTO WVHICH HE | S
TALKI NG

AMES
Top people. Albanian Desk. Wll, | don't know either,
but w p r_o b a b I _y have one. Albanian Dusk, C1.A,

N.S. A roust’emoutta bed, sirens blaring....
BREAN NODS, MEANI NG " GOCOD STUDENT. "

AMES

(CONT.)
I k n_o wthey' Il be inin an hour, get’em_n_o w..Cl.A,
N. S. A, wake em up.

BREAN GESTURES, TELL THEM THE _O T_H_E_R TH NG
AMES
(CONT.)
And you tell the staff, anyone leaks _a_ n_y t _h_i_n_g on this

situation, his or her job is going to be...

THE TWO ARE | N THE QUEUE THROUGH THE JETWAY. THEY COVE TO THE DOCOR OF THE
Al RLI NER.

AMES

(CONT.)
...General Scott in _S e a t t | _e..? No, | don't think his
trip has got anything to do with the B-2 Bonber.

Now. . .
THE STEWARDESS | NTERVENES, AS THEY COVE UP TO THE DOOR OF THE Al RLI NER

STEWARDESS
I"msorry, Sir, 1'll have to ask you to...

SHE GESTURES AT THE CELLPHONE.
AVES LAGS BEH ND I N THE JETWAY, AS BREAN WALKS | NTO THE PLANE, CAMERA TRACKS
WTH H M

BREAN AND THE CAMERA NOTICE A SMALL M N TV IN THE GALLEY AREA, VWHERE THE
STEWARDESS | S SNEAKI NG A PEEK AT THE SCREEN, SHOW NG THE PRESI DENT, GREETI NG
THE G RLSCQOUT.

STEWARDESS



(CONT.)
(TO BREAN)
Did you hear?

BREAN
Well, | don’t know, a lot of these early reports are
i nfl ated.

STEWARDESS

could, could, could he have d o n_ e it?

BREAN
... who under st ands Hunman Nat ure?

ANGLE
BACK AT H S SEAT, THE WOVAN | N THE SEAT ACRCSS THE AISLE TO HHM IS TALKI NG I N
AN Al RFONE.

VWOVAN

(1 NTO PHONE)
What did she say that the President Actually _d i _d....
Well, who said it. Her nother, or H e r?

( PAUSE)

He _d_i_d...?
( PAUSE)

...and they said that on _T_V...?
( PAUSE)

They used that _w o r_d...?

BREAN EASES | NTO HI' S SEAT, AND TAKES OQUT H S NOTEBOCK.

VWOVAN
(1 NTO PHONE)
...what tine? Two E a s t_e r_n? Avright, I"lIl.... Aright.

(SHE HANGS UP THE Al RFONE.)

BEAT. SHE TURNS TO BREAN. WE SEE SHE IS WEARI NG THE BUTTON WH CH SHOWS THE
PRESI DENT AND THE @ RLSCOUTS. SHE LOOKS DOWN AND FI NGERS THE BUTTON.

VWOVAN
(OF THE BUTTON)
...what do you think...?

BREAN
... how can any of us know?

VWOVAN
(OF THE BUTTON)
Makes you feel kind of foolish, doesn't it...?

BREAN
I"’msure that’s the worst of it.
( BEAT)

VWOVAN
( MEDI TATI VELY, SHAKI NG HER HEAD, AS
SHE LOOKS AT THE BUTTON)
...a twelve year-old girl.
( PAUSE)



...and | was goingto v _o_t e, for him

BREAN
Vll, it ain't over til it’s over..

AMES SITS | N THE SEAT NEXT TO BREAN.

BREAN
How s he doi ng?

AMES SHUSHES BREAN, TAKES OUT THE Al RPHONE, AND STARTS DI ALI NG
EXT POOLHOUSE BEVERLY HI LLS HOTEL DAY.

TWO VWH TE- TOGGED POOL ATTENDANTS, WATCH NG A SMALL TELEVI SION AT THE CHECK-I N
AREA.

ON TELEVI SI ON, SENATOR FREDERI CK NCLE, A M DWESTERNER, HOLDI NG FORTH.

NOLE
...if it _i_s true, he should, he mu_ s t step down. And if
it is _n_o_t true, then he nust ... we are inforned he has
extended his visit to China, | say, on behalf of the
Aneri can. .

ANNOUNCER

(VO
Senator...Senator... we have to..

NOLE

| say, on behalf of the American People, Cone hone,
f a c_ethenusic, w h a t e v_e r that may be. Th'electi

on
in ten days, let the Anerican..

ANNOUNCER
(VO
Let the Anerican Peopl e decide..

SCREEN GCES TO THE TALKI NG HEAD OF THE ANNOUNCER.

ANNOUNCER
Senator Frederick Nole. Wth, excuse ne, Senator
that's el even days, til the election, And the president
ahead in the polls by, Bob...?

SECOND TALKI NG HEAD
Sevent een percent.

ANNOUNCER
Accusati ons have surfaced, which...

BOB
Bill, the Wiite House has announced, that, in response
to nedia pressure there _w i _| | be a press conference

in...

THE TWO POCL ATTENDANTS STRAI GHTEN, AND PUT ON THEI R BEST SM LES, AND LOOK AT
AN
ARRI VI NG MAN.



POOL ATTENDANT
Morni ng, M. Moss.

STANLEY MOSS, A SUCCESSFUL LOCKI NG FELLOW AROCUND Sl XTY, COVES THROUGH THE
TURNSTI LE, ONE OF THE ATTENDANTS BUSTLES AROCUND, HANDI NG H M TOAELS. WE HOLD
ON THE SECOND ATTENDANT, WHO SCURRI ES UP THE STEPS.

SECOND ATTENDANT
...1"11 be right back with your juice...

MOSS CALLS AFTER H M

.Wtha c¢c ar r o tinit...

AS HE CLEARS THE FRAME, WE SEE, BELOWH M MOSS AND THE FI RST ATTENDANT, WHO
'S GESTURI NG DOWN TOMRD THE POOL AREA, THEY TURN THEI R HEADS.

ANGLE

DOMN AT THE DESERTED POOL AREA. ONE NANNY TYPE, WTH A YOUNG KID I N

WATERW NGS, FROLI CKI NG | N THE WATER, AND BREAN, AND AMES, WHO ARE SITTING I N
POOL CHAI RS. BREAN RI SES, AND WALKS TO GREET MOSS, LEAVING AMES IN THE B. G
TALKI NG ON A CELL PHONE.

ANGLE
ON MOSS AND BREAN, AS MOSS APPROACHES A BI' T TENTATI VELY.

MOSS
Do | know you?

BREAN
We have sonme nutual friends in Washi ngton.

I NT POOL CABANA, BEV. HILLS HOTEL, DAY. A CURTAIN |S SWEPT ASIDE, AS MOSS
AND BREAN AND AMES ENTER, IN THE B.G WE SEE THE NANNY AND THE LI TTLE KID I N
THE POOL. MOSS AND BREAN ARE TALKI NG AS THEY ENTER

MOSS
And is it true?

AMVES
VWaal, M. Mss, | wouldn't....

MOSS STARTS STRI PPI NG OFF HI' S CLOTHES, AND CHANG NG | NTO A SW MSUI T.
MOSS
You woul dn’t be here if it wasn’'t true. |It’s true,
right?
HE SW TCHES ON THE TELEVI SI ON | N THE CABANA. WE SEE A FEMALE TALKI NG HEAD.

FEMALE TALKI NG HEAD
Sexual relations with a girl thirteen years ol d.

THE SCREEN GOES TO THE PHOTO OF THE PRESI DENT W TH THE G RLSCOUTS.

MOSS TURNS DOMN THE VOLUME. AS HE AND BREAN TALK THE TV SHOAS | MAGES OF THE
PRESI DENT W TH G RLSCOUTS, AND W TH OTHER YOUTH GROUPS.



MOSS
And you're here _w h_y...?

BREAN
I"mhere, M. Mdss, because you’'ve shown yourself a
great supporter of the Party.

MOSS
Party’'s gonna need nore than a coupl e bucks now.

THE POOL ATTENDANT ENTERS WTH A TRAY ON VHICH IS A GLASS WTH LI QUI D AND A
CARROT STICK IN I T, AND A GLASS FULL OF CELERY STI CKS.

MOSS
Back where | cone fromthey call this Ronmeo in Joliet.
(HE SHAKES H S HEAD, REACHES ONTO A
SMALL TABLE BEHIND HM AND PICKS UP A
BOOK. )
I, I, and y’know, I _ | _i_k_e the guy... he signed his
b _ o o ktone....

HE HOLDS THE BOOK TO BREAN, THE CAMERA SEES THE PHOTO OF THE PRESI DENT ON THE
BACK COVER, THE FRONT COVER READS.

".... FOR TWDO GENERATI ONS TO AGREE."
MOSS LOOKS DOWN AT THE BOOK, AND QUOTES
MOSS
"For Progress to occur, it is necessary for Two

Cenerations to Agree...."

HE LOOKS AT THE TELEVI SI ON SCREEN, WH CH SHOWS THE PRESI DENT W TH A YOUNG G BL
ON H' S LAP.

MOSS
Oh, jeez, this guy is fucked.

BREAN
What one has to do, M. Mss. |Is to fight a holding
action.

MOSS

... holding action. THEY' RE GO NG TO TEAR TH' S GUY TO

BREAN
If we can hold the break-in-the-damfor ten days, til
the election, we...

MOSS
Yeah, hut you can’t hold the dam How the hell,
nnun, | don't get what you want _m e to ...

THE SCREEN CHANGES, WE SEE THE SEAL OF THE PRESI DENT, AND WE ARE IN THE
NEWSROOM OF THE WHI TE HOUSE. A SHOT OF THE RESTI VE REPORTERS, IN THE B. G
OF THE CABANA WE SEE THE POOL ATTENDANT TAKI NG HI' S LEAVE, HURRYI NG BACK TO
THE OTHER TELEVI SI ON AT THE POOL DESK.

ANNOUNCER



(VO
Al'l egations that the president had sexual... Ah...
here is the deputy ... assistant under secretary...
WE SEE LEVY TAKE THE PODI UM ARRANCGE HI S NOTES, AND CLEAR HI S THROAT.

BREAN LEANS FORWARD, ANXI QUS, |IN H S SEAT.

MOSS

| don't ... they're gonna tear this guy to s _h r_e d_s...
LEVY
(ON TV)

...the illness of the President, which we are assured,

is not serious. | repeat, it is _n_o_t serious, the

doctors suspect it's a stomach flu, but have advi sed
himnot to fly. He will renmain, on the ground, in

China for, they estinate, one or two days, | stress
that, during this tine he will, of...
MOSS
...he’s gotta cone back _s o me t i _me, what the hell is two

~d _a y s gonna buy him

LEVY
(VO
Any questions....M. Sklansky, Yes...
MOSS
(AS HE LEANS CLOSER TO THE TV)
twel ve year old girl... Breir _R a b b i _t couldh t gut

outta this...

ANGLE, ON BREAN AS HE LOOKS AT MOSS, LEANING INTO THE TV. HE THEN
SWTCHES H'S GLANCE TOMRD THE POOL DESK, ANGLE HI S POV. AT THE POOL DESK
WE SEE THE TWO ATTENDANTS, THE NANNY, THE KI D AND SEVERAL NEWY ARRI VED
BATHERS CLUSTERED, RAPT, AROCUND THE TELEVI SI ON.

LEVY
(O (VO
Yes...?
SKLANSKY
(VO
M. Levy...
LEVY
(VO
Yes
SKLANSKY
Wul d you comment on the runors... on the runors that
the President’s trip, that the President’s d e | _a y... is

due to the situation in Al bani a?

ANGLE
ON THE TELEVI SI ON WE SEE SKLANSKY, AND SEE THAT HE IS THE CHAP IN THE
BATHROBE VWHOM BREAN GAVE THE ENVELOPE TO

LEVY



There, uh, I'mnot aware of the situation to which you
refer.

SKLANSKY
Sir: the heads of the Albanian Desks at C.1.A, and at
the National Security agency have been recall ed on
Special Alert, and there are runors that the B-2

Bonber. ..

LEVY
M. Skl ansky, M. Sklansky, | am| am unaware of any,
um "situation..." The B-2 Bonber?

( PAUSE)
The B-2 Bonber...? There _i_s no B-2 Bonber. Ms.
Rose. . .

A WOVMAN REPORTER STANDS.

MRS. RCSE
M. Levy, early this norning Major General WIIliam
Scott flew to Seattle. |Is his trip connected with the
B- 2 Bonber?

LEVY
Uh...Ms. Rose, there, to the best of ny know edge,
there _i_s no...

REPORTER
M. Levy: is the situation in Albania in any way
connected with recent Mislim Fundanentalist, anti-
Aneri can. ..

BEAT. MOSS LOOKS AT BREAN.

MOSS
How cl ose are you to this thing?

BREAN Pl CKS UP A CELLPHONE FROM THE TABLE, AND DI ALS

BREAN
(TO MOSS)
What do you want the kid to say?

MOSS LOCKS AT BREAN APPRAI SI NGLY.
MOSS
Have himsay, '|I know we’'re all concerned for the
President, there will he an update at 5:45.’
AS MOSS SPEAKS BREAN NODS TO _A M _E_S, SPEAKS | NTO THE TELEPHONE.
AMES
(1 NTO PHONE)
Have the kid say | know we're all concerned for the

President. There will he an update on his
condition at 5:45.

THEY BOTH TURN TO WATCH THE SCREEN.

LEVY



(ON TV)
...no information whatever on Fundanentalist...

(HE HOLDS HI' S HAND TO H S EARPHONE)
I. | just want to say | know we’'re all conceroed for
the President, there will be an update on his
condition at five forty-five...

MOSS LEANS OVER AND TURNS DOWN THE VOLUME ON THE TV.
BEAT.

MOSS

Well. You bought yourself one day. Maybe two.
BREAN

String a few together. Al | need s el even,
MOSS

How you going to stretch it?

(HE GESTURES AT THE TV)
This won’t hold for eleven days. Guy fucked a twel ve-
year-ol d...whadday' re gonna do to hold that off?

BREAN
What do you think would hold it off?

(HE PAUSES, THEN LOOKS AT BREAN W TH
COVPREHENSI ON. )
You’ re ki ddi ng.

BREAN SHAKES H S HEAD NO

MOSS
I"ma Jew in Show Business. Wy conme to ne?

BREAN
I"mgonna _t_e | _| you why...

BREAN LEANS CONSPI RATORI ALLY, OVER TOMRD MOSS.

BREAN
Here's the Short Course: Fifty-Four, Forty or Fight.
What does _t_h_a t nmean?

MOSS
Unh, it’s a slogan. From uh...

BREAN
Renmenber the Muine...

MOSS
That's fromthe ... it's got to be fromthe...

BREAN
Ti ppecanoe and Tyl er, Too!

MOSS
.uh ... No, that’s...



BREAN

We renenber the sl ogans, we can’t even renenber the

fucking _w a r_s. Y knowwhy. Cause it’s s _h o w b u s_
i _n_e s_s

That’s why |'mhere. Naked girl, covered in Napalm

Five marines Raising the Flag, Munt Suribachi

Churchill, V for Victory, Y renenber the Picture, fifty

years fromnow, they' |l have forgotten the war. Qulf

War? Smart Bonb, falling through the roof. 2500

m ssions a day, 100 days, _ O n_e__S h o_t of One Bonb. The

Aneri can peopl e bought that war. M1 getting through

to you? War in the Bal kans, don’t nean nothing, till

some G 1. flyer, went down, Eating Snakes for Ten days

N then It's show busi ness, Mster Mss. That’'s why

I’ m here

ANGLE
AT THE POOL DESK. THE ATTENDANTS AND THE GUESTS ARE WATCHI NG THE TELEVI SI ON
ON VWH CH WE SEE COM ONTATOR TALKI NG ABOUT A MAP OF ALBANI A

THE SCENE SHI FTS TO THE SHOTS OF THE PRESI DENT BEI NG PRESI ENTI AL, AND WE
HEAR, "THANK HEAVEN, FOR LITTLE G RLS...'
AMVES W NCES, WE SEE THE POOL ATTENDANTS LAUGH

BREAN
It’s like being a producer, M. Mss. The Things in
Trouble. Sonebody’s got to wade in, save the thing.
( PAUSE)
You get the Actors get up there, and strut and
_P_ o s t u r_e. But sonebody, knows what’'s what, got to junp

in and Save the Thing.
( PAUSE)

THEY LI STEN TO THANK HEAVEN, FOR LITTLE G RLS, AND THEY LOOK AT MOSS
PAUSE

MOSS
Why Al bani a?

BREAN
Why not ?

MOSS NODS DECI SIVELY. AS |F TO SAY, "BY GOLLY, _N. O WYOURE _T_A L_K_|I
N.G.."

MOSS
Pat ? Pat ?

ONE OF THE ATTENDANTS RAI SES H S HEAD FROM THE TV AND SPRI NTS OVER TO THE
CABANA, VWHERE WE SEE MOSS AND BREAN DEEP I N CONFAB. MOSS GESTURES TO THE
TRAY WTH THE JUI CE AND THE CELERY.

MOSS
...throwthis shit out. Gemme a pot of coffee and a
packet of Canels.

I NT MOSS'S HOVE, AFTERNOON.



A GREENE AND GREENE BUNGALOW I N THE HOLLYWOOD HI LLS, AMERI CAN ART POTTERY
ALL AROUND. MOSS | N BLUEJEANS AND A HAWAI | AN HAT, PACI NG BACK AND FORTH,
SMOKI NG LI KE A CH MNEY.

MOSS
But at sone point they gotta know.

BREAN
Who?

MOSS

The. ..
(HE GESTURES QUT OF HI S W NDOW
MEANI NG, " THE PUBLI C")

BREAN
"They Got To Know?" St _a n...? Get withit. Wo Killed
Kennedy...? | read the first draft of the Warren
Report, said he was killed by a Drunk _D r_i_v_e_r. You
wat ched the Gulf War. What did you see? Day after
day, the one "Smart Bonb" falling into a building.
The t r_u t_h, I was in the building when they s h o _t that

shot, they shot it in a studio, Falls Church Virginia,
1/ 10t h scal e nodel of a building.

MOSS
Is that true?

BREAN
How the fuck do _w_ e know. You take nmy point?

MOSS
( SHAKI NG HI S HEAD)
...going to War...

BREAN
It’s not "war." It isa _ P a g e ant. It'sa P a ge a

Li ke the Oscars... why we cane to _y_0_U...

MOSS
I never won an Oscar.

BREAN
Nit's a crying shame. But you _s t _a g_e _d the Oscars...

MOSS
Yes. |Indeed | did.
( PAUSE)

HE LOOKS OVER AT H'S WALL FULL OF PLAQUES AND TROPHI ES.

MOSS

(CONT.)
You know, you're a _w. r_i_t_ e r, that’'s your script. You're
a _di_r e c t o r...

(HE GESTURES, ET CETERA.)
But if you'rethe p_r_o d u c e r what did you do?

( PAUSE)

What did you do? Al you' ve got is the c r_e d i _t...



( PAUSE)
Sonme plaque on the wall...

HE SHAKES H S HEAD SADLY.

BREAN
And i _f you never won an Gscar, How d you like an
anbassador shi p. ..

( PAUSE)

MOSS
Hell, 1'd just do it for the h_ e | | of having _d o n_eit,

for a story to tell...

BREAN

Well, no, well, you couldn’t _t_e | _ | any...
MOSS

Hey, | know that, hey, I'm _k i_d d i_n_g...
( PAUSE)

"It’s a pageant"”

BREAN
...that’s what it is.

MOSS

(TO HI MBELF)
"The Country |Is At War."

( PAUSE)

BREAN
It’s Mss Anerica, N you re Bert Parks.
( PAUSE)

MOSS

...Yoha, Yoha... Yoha.
( PAUSE)

Why Al bani a?

BREAN
Because.

MOSS
They got to have sonething that we want.

BREAN
|"msure they do.

MOSS
What do we have that they want?

BREAN
"Freedom "

MOSS
Way woul d they want that?

HAKAN
They’ re Oppressed.



MOSS
No, no, no. Fuck Freedom No. Fuck Freedom

They.... They Want... They Want To Destroy the Godl ess
Satan of the United ... They want to destroy our Way of
Life. Okay, okay, okay, could we ... okay: the

President is in China. He is dealing with a D spatch
of the B-2 Bonber to Al bania. Wy?

(HE SHRUGS, HOLDS UP HI S HANDS, TO SAY,

"YQU TELL _M E...")

AMES
Alright, well, alright: geopolitically..

MOSS GESTURES FOR SI LENCE.

MOSS

W' ve just found out They Have the Bonb. W' ve Just

Found Qut They Have The B o_m b, aaaand... No, No wait a

second, no, no, wait a second, No. The Bonb's not..

it's not t h e r_ e -- because they'd have to have a

rocket and that shit n'they’ re a buncha wogs-- it’'s ..

it'sa_s u i _t c a s _e Bonb. Ooookay. It'sa _s ui_t_ c
a_s_e bonb,

and it’s .... in Canada! Eh? Albanian Terrorists have

pl aced a suitcase Bonb in Canada, in an attenpt to

infiltrate the bonb into the USA

AMES
You know what? This is good. This is terrific, and
"1l tell you why: it's ¢ o s t e f f e c t i _v_e Th
isis....

MOSS
( SHRUGS)

AMES
No, this is great.

MOSS
| could tell you stories: Cecil B. Demlle: Aright?
The Greatest Show on Earth: He needs an el ephant,

GRACE COMVES IN WTH A PHONE, TO AMES.

GRACE
I have the White House on the Line.

MOSS
...one mnute: Denmlle needs an el ephant for a
reshoot .

AMVES
(TAKES THE PHONE)
Ames here. Y e s s i _r..

MOSS
Ckay. Ckay. The S u i_t_c_a s _e Bonb...



GRACE
...good title for a novie....

MOSS GESTURES "WRI TE | T DOMN'
AVES WANDERS AWAY, RELATI NG THE PROCEEDI NGS | NTO THE PHONE.

AMES
..."Terrorism" and an attenpt to infiltrate...

MOSS
...the Suitcase Bonb. ACT ONE Al bania denies it.
Presi dent cones on the air, "Be Calm" Ckay, now
Good. Now, Alright. Act T WO..

(TO GRACE)
I need the followi ng here. Right now. Johnnie G een,
Li z Butsky, and get ne the Fad King.

GRACE
Isn’t Johnny Green in the...
(SHE CESTURES, LOONEY BIN)

MOSS
No, he’s back in Nashville.

BREAN
...who is this guy...?

MOSS
(TO BREAN)
Act Two: and then, Act Two...

BREAN
We don’t need an Act Two.

MOSS
(ON THE PHONE)

And get ne the Fad King. No. Get himFirst...
(TO BREAN)

W don’t need an Act Two?

BREAN
W' ve just got to hold their interest for ten nore
days, till the Election.

MOSS

...it’'s a Teaser!

BREAN
It’s a teaser, absolutely right,

AVES |S SEEN IN THE B.G ON THE CELLPHONE.

AMES
(ON THE PHONE, SOTTO
The t h_i_n_k i _n_gis, as of this nonment, _ T e r_r_o_r_

(HE COVERS THE PHONE)
...they're getting a Good Reaction on the "Al bani a"
thing. ..



BREAN SHRUGS, TO SAY, "OF COURSE."

MOSS
(ON THE PHONE)
Hello, K i_n_g. Howthe heck _a r_e you...?

( PAUSE)
G e_t out...

( PAUSE)
G e t out... Wll, man, you fall in love like a
_Hi T _b_i 1 _1_y..

(HE COVERS THE PHONE, EXPLAI NI NG TO
THOSE NEAR H' M

Ditch the wife, toss the kids in the Pick-up,
(HE GESTURES, MEANING _Y_O_U KNOW..)
(To THE FAD KI NG

Listen, King: G e _t your fat redneck ass out here,
w_ i | 1 _y a...

AMES

(TO BREAN, STILL HOLDI NG THE PHONE TO

H S EAR)

...but the President wonders about the Possible
Al bani an Backl ash. ..

BREAN
( SHRUGS)
You can’t have a war w thout an eneny.
MOSS
(ON PHONE)
No, King, | need you here _y e s t e r_d _a y...
(TO BREAN)
How long do | need himfor?
BREAN
( CORRECTI NG HI MSELF)
Well, you could h _a v_e one, but it’'d be a very
i neffective war. ..
(TO MOSS)
Wre d o n_ein 10 days...
MOSS
Ten Days.

(COVERS THE PHONE)
There going to be any Back End in this thing?

BREAN
W . .what?

MOSS
...there gonna be any noney in this thing?

BREAN
"Back End" ... count on it.
MOSS
(TO PHONE)
Lots n lotsa cash. Stay on for Gacie, she'll get you

a ticket



(HE HANGS UP)

AMES
(TO BREAN)
...where is the Back End com ng fronf

BREAN
It’s like that thing with the Yell ow Ri bbon. ..

AMES
The thing with the Yell ow Ri bbon. ..

BREAN
The Hostages...?

AMES
The hostages, but that was a naturally-occuring...
(BREAN G VES HM A LOX TO SAY, "OH,
GROW UP")
It was a put-up job?
(BREAN d VES H M THE LOOK AGAI N)
But where was the, where was the noney in that?

BREAN
In the yellow ribbon.

AMES
...the Yellow Ri bbon, but who, who'd profit from
_t_h_a t...

BREAN

(LONG SUFFERI NG
The Ri bbon Manuf act urers.

MOSS

(1 NTO THE PHONE)
King, King, | got a thing here, a product placenent,
gonna have a bhi gger back-end than Hattie MDani el .

Now.
AVES, CELLPHONE TO H S EAR, APPROACHES BREAN -- BREAN WAVES H M OFF.

BREAN
| gotta protect the Canadi an Horder,

BREAN Pl CKS UP ANOTHER PHONE, AND STARTS

BREAN

(1 NTO THE PHONE)
Here’'s what we want to do: The Park Police, the
Border Patrol, and the US Marshall’s Service. The D. E
the AT.F, _a | _| of em Stand by for instant
nmobi | i zation, 'long the Canadi an Border.

( PAUSE)
And tell "emthere’'s nothing to be al arned about.

INT MOSS'S DI NI NG ROOM NI GHT.

MOSS, BREAN, AND THREE MORE PECPLE, PADS AND NOTES TACKED ONTO THE WALL.



CAMERA PANS OVER THE TABLE. ONE NEWSPAPER, THE EDI TORI AL CARTOON SHOWS

THE PRESI DENT. A G RLSCOUT | S HANDI NG HHM A BOX OF COCKIES, AND HE IS SAYI NG
"I KNOW | REALLY SHOULDN T"... ON ANOTHER THE EDI TORI AL CARTOON SHOWS THE
GREAT SEAL OF THE PRESI DENT, THE MOTTO, WRI TTEN AROUND THE Cl RCUMFERENCE
READS, "SIT ON MY LAP."

JAY LENO
(VO
...went into a Conveni ence store..

ANGLE
THE GROUP, MOSS, BREAN AND THREE MORE, WATCH NG THE TV

JAY LENO
...asked if they had any girlscout cookies. Five cops
junped on ne, took ne off in chains..

MOSS SW TCHES THE STATION.  WE SEE RI CKY JAY, DA NG A VANl SH OF CO NS.
APPLAUSE. .. CONAN O BRI AN BECKONS RI CKY OVER TO THE PANEL.

CONAN
Ri cky Jay, Ladies and Gentleman, Ricky, | guess we'd
have to say that you're the nost fanous mani pul at or of
smal | oblects in the Wrld.

Rl CKY JAY
No, |I'd have to say, that’'d be the President.

LAUGHTER ON THE TV.
MOSS SW TCHES THE CHANAEL AGAIN. WE SEE SENATOR NOLE

SENATOR NOLE

(ON TV)
...taking refuge behind the fact of _d i s t _a n _c_e, taking
refuge behind the nention of _A |l b a n i_a, of his s t o m

flu, taking refuge, with the election those _s c¢c_a n_t days
away, behind everything except avowal of his guilt.

M. President, if you have any shane, | ask you, the

public asks you, the electorate asks youto _r_e t _u_r_n,

to face these terrible charges, to...
THE SCREEN GOES TO THE GREAT SEAL OF THE PRESI DENT
ANNOUNCER

...fromAirforce One. 1In China. The President of the
United States.

PRESI DENT
My fell ow Anericans. | apol ogize for the need for
s e c_r_e_c_y. | assure you that had it not been

necessary to ensure the safety of our nmen and wonen
in the Conbat Arnms. The Republic of Al bania, |ong
a staging ground for terrorists around the Wrld, is

in the procesa of nounting ... _a c¢c_t_i_o_n_s directed against
the people of the United States. In consultation with
my advisors, | have elected to take the foll ow ng

precautionary measures:

EXT POOLSI DE, MOSS' S HOMVE, L.A N GHT.



T HE _FAD _KI1_NG ASLOPPILY FAT FELLONIN A DI RTY T-SHIRT,
I'S WALKI NG THE POOL,
HOLDI NG FORTH TO MOSS, AND JOHNNY GREEN, A NASHVI LLE TYPE, AND LI Z BUTSKY, A

COSTUME DESI GNER, WHO IS SKETCHI NG ON A PAD.

FAD Kl NG
Ilt'’s a, it's a...
(LI Z STARTS TO TALK)
It c_a n_ ' _t be a ribbon...
LIz
Wiy can't it be a ribbon?

FAD KI NG
It can’t be a ribbon cause AIDS had a ribbon, cause
the Yell ow Ri bbon thing had a ribbon, cause...

MOSS

Look, | ook, |ook, |ook, Canada, okay...? Qur neighbor

to the North, alla sudden, transformed, into That

Pl ace, where, like the North Wnd, _ T e r_r_o_r cones...
FAD Kl NG

Keep Tal ki ng. ...

MOSS
What guards Us Agai nst Canada...?

AMES
(PHONE TO H S EAR)
...we've got a _c_r_a_s_h poll, says...
(HE LI STENS)
Sixty s _e_v_e_n percent of the
( BEAMS)

Aneri can Peopl e, on hearing the President’s Speech. ..

JOHNNI E GREEN WALKS AWAY, HUMM NG TO HI MSELF, "I GUARD THE NORTHERN
BBORDERS.."

FAD KI NG AND LI Z WAVE AMES OFF, MEANING "WE HAVE ADULT WORK TO DO HERE. "

LI Z
Unh...uh... Muunties. The Munties Guard The Border.
uh... those Muntie Hats.

FAD Kl NG
They | ook stupid.

LIz
We had Davy Crockett hats... They nmade a fortune.

FAD Kl NG
We had Davy Crockett hats, but you could ¢ r_u_ s h'em...

you could ¢ _r_u_s_h'em see, when you felt stupid.

Crush’em put emin your Pocket. You can't put a
Mountie hat in your...

MOSS WALKS THROUGH THE SHOT, W TH BREAN.



MOSS
( EXPANSI VELY)

Y'see, _t_h_i_s is what Producing is: you put ne in a
_R o_o_m..

AMES

(LI STENI NG TO THE PHONE)
...and he’'s got a _n e g a t_i_v_erating of...

(HE SM LES)

MOSS

(TO FAD KI NG PROVPTI NG
King, we’'ve got to be on the streets in...

FAD Kl NG
...what aml _d o i_n_g? Do you see ne working...?
(TO LI Z)
Here's what you want to do, you want to cone out of the
box, an item soneone 'ready _h_a_s, but _t_ h_e_n you sell

it tooem Torn j_ e a n_s, uh ... faded Levi Jackets, uh...
uh. ..

MOSS
Where are we on the Image? Gace? _Gr_a c_e...
ANGLE
OVER A SLEEPI NG BREAN, STRETCHED OQUT ON A POCLCHAI R, GRACE, THE SECRETARY,
COVES OUT ON TO THE POOL AREA, HOLDI NG THE SHOT OF A SMALL, FOREI GN LOOKI NG
CH LD, IN FRONT OF A PILE OF RUBBLE.
SHE SHOWS | T TO MOSS.

MOSS
...Wwe own it?

GRACE
Publ i ¢ Donmi n.

MOSS
And what? Wat? She was Driven From Her Hone, by
Al bani an Terrorists. It is her we are nobilizing to
defend... it is "she"?

GRACE

We-are-nobilizing-to-defend-_h_e_r.

MOSS
Can we give'er a _k i _t_ t_e n?

GRACE
No problem Here's the...

SHE GCES BACK I NTO THE HOUSE.

FAD Kl NG
| gotta get something, | gotta get ...shoes? Ties?
Hats...?

(TAKES A SHEAF OF HEADSHOTS FROM

GRACE)
Good. Good.

(HE PASSES THEM AROUND, WE SEE THEY



ARE ALL G RLS AROUND FOURTEEN W TH LONG
BLONDE HAIR.)

BREAN
.what is this?

MOSS

Headshots. Grls to play the girl in our footage.
(OF A PHOTO

| like the sorrowful one. Anybody Else....?
(HE PASSES THE PHOTGS AROUND. )

FAD KI NG
...what is this?

BREAN
Young- Al bani an-girl-driven-fronther-hone.

FAD Kl NG
| go with this here...
(HE WALKS OFF SHAKI NG H S HEAD.)

MOSS
Too Texan. Go with the stick. Thanks.
(TO THE FAD KI NG )
_Wh_a t...? ...does it have tobe A |l _ b a n_i_

ked
into Al bania...why?

JOHNNY GREEN
It’s tough to rhyne.

MOSS
| believe in you....

JOHNNY GREEN
Al bani a, Al bani a, Al bania, Janes bond Vill ains.

MOSS
John Belushi... _J i_mBelushi...

JOHNNY GREEN
JimBelushi...?

MOSS
Surest thing you know.

FAD Kl NG
Shoes, Hats....

LIz
The special hats of the Special Anti-terrorist
det achnent of the Border Patrol.

MOSS

(MULLING I T OVER)
The Special Anti-Terrorist Detachnent of the Border
Patrol... what do they d _o...?



ALL NOD

LIz
( SHRUGS)
...they... _y o_u know...

JOHNNY GREEN
They guard our, _y o_u know ... "borders," night and
day. ..

MOSS
Yeah, good good good good good. And They're _S o

MOSS
...they have the capacity to Meld into the _W o_o_d_s,
and. ..

MOSS
(CONT.)
And one of themis in love with the s i s t e r of...

LIz
I"mjust tal king about the Hats.

MOSS
The hats.

LI Z
A beret.

MOSS
Why a beret?

LIz
Cause you can crush it and put it in your pocket.

MOSS
"...the special detachnent..."
Good! What is it?

BREAN WAKES FOR A MOMENT, AT THE SHOUTI NG LOOKS AT H S WATCH.

BREAN
Three-o-three. ..

MOSS
The nmen and wonen of Detachnment Three-O Three, with
their...

FAD Kl NG
Bl ack. ..

LIz
Leopard Skin...

MOSS



Wth their berets...

LIz

...their Leopard Skin Berets....
FAD Kl NG

Wll, 't h_ a t ain't very butch, is it?
LIz

CAMERA TAKES MOSS TO THE TV WHERE BREAN IS WATCHI NG A " CHANGE HORSES I N
M DSTREAM' AD, SHOW NG TWO RETI RED LADI ES, SITTING OUT ON A PCRCH I N THE
SQUTH, ON A ROCKER

LIz

(CONT.)
...you said you wanted sonething they could stuff in
t heir pocket...

FAD Kl NG
.1 meant the Leopard Skin...

LIz
British Reginments drape their drums in Leopard Skins.

FAD KI NG
Thank God this is Anmerica.

MOSS
(DI STRACTED)
How about half-black, _h_a | _f leopard skin...

TV OLD LADY
...why change Horses in Md Stresm that’'s what |

MOSS
( SHAKI NG HEAD SADLY)
Way are they sticking with _t h_ i _s age old horseshit?

BREAN
( SHRUGS)
"If One Twinkie is Funny, Two Twi nkies are Funnier..."

AMVES WALKS IN WTH H' S ARMS FULL OF FAXES. HE READS FROM THEM

AS HE PERUSES THEM WE SEE THE FAD KI NG, HE GCOES, DREAM LY, TO A PHONE, AND
DI ALS.

FAD Kl NG
(1 NTO PHONE)
Bunny: | had an idea: a Slinky, that falls _U p...
( PAUSE)
Naa, we can figure that _o_u_t. Wat |I’mwondering: what
dowe c a |l I it...
( PAUSE)
You got ny nunber. ..
(HE HANGS UP.)

MOSS



(TO AMES)
Why are they ...

AMES

(OF FAXES)
NY Ti nmes, Washi ngton Post, War, War, War. Tinmes got
the girlscout page twelve, Post in Section Two....
Horses in Md-Stream..?

MOSS
| don’t think you re gonna need it.

AMES
Well, we paid for it, we got the guys on a retainer.
MOSS
They got the guys ona _r_e t a i_n_e r, it's cheaper, p_a_ vy
' em
but don't lettemtouch it... Let’emleave us al one.
AMES

What can it hurt.

MOSS
What can it hurt is they offend ne.

IN THE B. G WE SEE BREAN, WALKI NG AROUND W TH A CELLPHONE.

LIz
I need a ruling on the Hats. | say a Leopard-skin,
and. ..

MOSS
Hey, 'y o u_ ' _r_e getting the big bucks....

(TO BREAN)

I think we’re up-and-running...
JOHNNY GREEN COVES OVER, "JUST LISTEN TO TH S. "

JOHNNY GREEN
( Sl NGS)
Canada your Peaceful slunbers
Guard our Border To The North...
The Rightful Order
O Qur B o r _d e r...
HE SHAKES HI S READ, AND RETI RES. GRACE COMES QUT WTH A TRAY OF COFFEE, FROM
VWH CH THEY TAKE A CUP.

FAD Kl NG
Kid cones to School. Teacher: You're late for
CGeography Class. Kid: | din get ny breakfast.

Teacher: siddown, where’'s the Canadi an Border. Kid:
In bed wit My Mom That’'s why | missed ny breakfast...

GRACE REACHES I N HER BACK POCKET, HANDS MOSS SEVERAL SHEETS
GRACE

We got the Albanian Grl, with a cat, with a kitten,
with a _d o _g...



MOSS
| didn't ask for a dog.

GRACE
( SHRUGS)

...the pet wangler suggested it..he’'s also got a...
AMES

I think I should check with the President -- to see

what ki nd of aninmal he...

GRACE

The Pet wangler has _a | _s_ o got a...
MOSS

Do it later...

(OF THE PHOTO
Ckay, now, "The Little Grl," who is she, what is she

doing? She is....she's ...Ckay, okay, it’s an Al banian
village... She is the victimof, she has been
r_e |l o c at e d to, to, for the t_e r_r_ o r_i_s_t
_ s, the Governnent
Labs...the, the... a _s t _a g i_n_g area for their Atonic
wor kshop.
( PAUSE)

They're torturing her famly, because they have
connections in Canada, which would pernit the
terrorists access to the Anerican Border.

GRACE
Better.

MOSS
You like it?

GRACE
Yes.

MOSS
Fi ne. Good.

GRACE EXI TS.
BREAN

(HANGS UP THE CELL PHONE)
Woul d sonebody wake ne in five mnutes?

FAD Kl NG
Does it _h _a v_e to be Al bania? Because, |ookit:
(HE DS UP A SKETCH CF A BOOT)
I can get ny hands on a | ot of wal ki ng-around-cash, |
think, if it’s I _t _a | _y...Look at the tie-in here: _T h_e
B o o t, "Gvvemthe B o o t,"... If we were to go Wde
with a _s h o e as the fad. A "Shoe-fad"... Here's what
it offers us...

BREAN
We're | ocked into Al bani a.



FAD Kl NG
Well, let’s not be too sure, why is that?

BREAN

(CHECKS HI S WATCH.)
The President is going to declare War agai nst Al bania
in a half an hour.

BREAN ROUSES HI MSELF, WALKS TO THE POOL, AND BEG NS TO WASH HS FACE IN I T.
EXT STUDI O PARKI NG LOT L. A. DAWN

MERCEDES CONVERTI BLE PULLS UP, MOSS DRI VING HE AND BREAN CGET QUT.

I NT STUDI O, DAWN

A TELEVI SI ON, SHOW NG THE PRESI DENT, SPEAKI NG

PRESI DENT
That a state of war has existed, between the United
States, and...

BREAN AND MOSS BREEZE PAST THE SET, |INTO A MOVI E MAKI NG SCENE. TWENTY PEOPLE
CLUSTERED AROUND A YOUNG G RL I'N TRADI TI ONAL ALBANI AN DRESS WHOSE HEADSHOT
VE SAW EARLI ER, BEI NG FUSSED- UP AND TWEAKED BY HAI R AND MAKE- UP

MOSS
Good norning, My nane’s Stanley Mss, |I'll be your
director this norning, what 1'd like you to do, M ss,
what is your nane...

ALBANI AN TYPE
Trudy Larouche.

MOSS
... ."Trudy," is, to start at that wall...
(HE GESTURES AT THE SWEEP)
and, on ny signal, "action" to run toward ne,
screanming ...they taking care of you...? Good. You
wanna cuppa _t_e _a? GCkay. Can we just try one, just for
the. ..
TRUDY
| understand this is goingtobe N at i _o n a |l? Is that the

case? Because ny agent didn't get a chance to..

THEY ARE WALKED OVER TO AN AREA I N WHI CH WE FI ND THE PET WRANGLER, SURROUNDED
BY SEVERAL ANI MAL CASES W TH DOGS | N THEM
MOSS, AS HE SPEAKS, |S SURVEYI NG THE DOGS

MOSS
Vell, it’s alittle bit of a..

A. D.
...we're going for a direct buy-out.

MOSS
...you have your agent check with the..

TRUDY



No, | knowit’s going to be fine. |1'mso excited, and
I"mlooking forward to putting it on ny resune. Wen
you c_a |l _|I e dlast...

BREAN TAKES TRUDY ASI DE.

BREAN
Eh, Trudy, could |l _t a | _k to you for a nonent...? You
know, this project is a... "Funny" kind of...

HE WALKS HER ASI DE. MOSS SELECTS A DOG, AND AMES COMES OVER TO HHM HOLDI NG
A CELLPHONE.

AMES
(DESCRI BI NG THE SCENE, | NTO THE PHONE)

A schnauzer. What appears to be a...

PET WRANGLER
Lhasa Apso.

AMES
(1 NTO PHONE)
Lhasa Apso, and a...

HE LOOKS AT THE THI RD DOG

PET WRANGLER
What you have here is a cross-breed, between a dog

whi ch was substantially a...
AMES GESTURES HI M FOR SI LENCE, AS HE LI STENS TO THE PHONE.

AMES
(1 NTO THE PHONE)
Abso... absolutely, sir... Absolutely.
(TO MOSS)
He wants a kitten.
( PAUSE)

MOSS
( TAKI NG CHARCE)
Ckay. Here's what we’'re gonna do.

HE GESTURES TO HI S ASSI STANT, WHO COMVES OVER FOR A CONFERENCE.

MOSS
(CONT.)
| need a little bit of _h_ e | _p...?

ANGLE ON BREAN WALKI NG TRUDY. HE GESTURES TO AMES.

AMES
Mss, we are going to ask you to sign this little sheet

of p_a p_e r...

TRUDY
Well, ny agent would be ril ril mffed with ne, if |
si gned anything, uh, to...

AMES



This does not have to do with your Deal. This is for
your Security Cl earance.
( PAUSE)

HE TAKES OQUT A SHEET OF PAPER FROM HI S POCKET.
THEI R WALK HAS BROUGHT THEM AND THE CAMERA BACK TO MOSS AND THE ASSI STANT, AND
THE DI RECTOR

DI RECTOR
(TO MOSS)
..fix it in the mx.

ASSI STANT
W're going to do it digitally...

MOSS
...can we shoot one?

Dl RECTOR
Al right, now we're gonna. ..

THE PET WRANGLER HANDS A DOG TO TRUDY. THE ASSI STANT WAVES H M OFF, AND
LOOKS AROUND, AND HANDS HER A BAG OF POTATO CH PS.

ASS| STANT
...run with this...

TRUDY
...these’'r potato chips...

Dl RECTOR
Just, uh, just hold the bag when you run.

MOSS

(TO BREAN)
We need it for the Arm Position, on the screen it’ll be
a kitten.

TRUDY

Sonmeone’s bringing in a kitten...?

MOSS
No, no, no.... we'll punch _i_n a kitten. Um.. L at er.

TRUDY
...you re gonna Punch in a Kitten Later.

MOSS
Yes.
( PAUSE)
TRUDY
Wy. .. ?
A D
Ckay, settle, people. Settle... we’'re gonna try
one. ..
MOSS

It gives us a w der option.



TRUDY
A wi der option of what?

MOSS
( DI STRACTED)
...of kittens..

TWO HAI R AND MAKE- UP WOMVEN JUMP IN, AND START TWEAKI NG TRUDY, AS MOSS' S
ATTENTION | S DI VERTED ELSEVWHERE.
TRUDY ADDRESSES HERSELF TO BREAN

TRUDY
...but, you know, all kidding aside. Wen this goes
National.... | get to put it on ny resune.

BREAN

(WHO I S DI ALI NG A PHONE)
Actual |y, no.

TRUDY
Because, like, what isit, a G u_i_|_d thing? | nean,

what, what, what could they do to ne...

BREAN
...soneone would cone to your house and kill you.
(TO PHONE)
~H el I _o... we're about to start shooting...
A. D.
(TO HAI R AND MAKE- UP)
Hey, hey, hey, she’s ... will you? She’s just been
raped by T e r_r_o_ r_i_s_t_s, junmp _o_u_t, will you...

THE A.D. SHOOS HAI R AND MAKE- UP AVAY.
CAMERA GCES W TH BREAN, PAST AMES, WHO | S ADDRESSI NG HI MSELF TO THE A. D.

AMES
And...she’s not an Illegal Immgrant? |s she? Can |
see her "chart?" Because...

MOSS
Gonna be fine. Gonna be fine, people? Are we getting
there...?

BREAN WANDERS BACK TO THE CONTROL BOOTH WHERE WE SEE THE SCENE ON SEVERAL

MONI TORS AND THE YOUNG G RL, STANDI NG AGAI NST THE BARE SWEEP ON THE BACK WALL.
VE HEAR "ACTI ON' AND THE YOUNG G RL RUNS FORWARD. WE HEAR THE TECHNI Cl ANS
MUTTERI NG, AND THEY PUNCH UP A PLAYBACK, AND WE SEE THE SAME RUN- FORWARD,
REPLAYED AGAI NST AN "ALBANI AN VI LLAGE" SCENE.

TECHNI Cl AN
...gimme sone flanes...

AS HE SPEAKS, FLAMES ARE ADDED TO THE SCENE.. .

TECHNI Cl AN
...sone sound of Screanming...?
( SCREAM NG | S ADDED)
.. .whoo-aahh sirens? Anne Frank?...



THE SI RENS ARE ADDED.
MOSS COMES | NTO THE CONTRCL BOOTH, AND TALKS TO THE ACTOR.

ANGLE
ON AMES AND BREAN, | N THE CONTROL ROOM

AMVES
...can we see the Kitten...?

THE PHONE RI NGS, AMES PI CKS UP H S CELLPHONE.
AMVES
Hel | o.. Yes. W’II| be back...?

BREAN
W' || be back tonight.

AMES
(TO PHONE)
Toni ght .
(HE HANGS UP)
Well, you' ve started a Tenpest in a Teapot.
BREAN

Waal, that’'s where you _w a n_t em..

AMES
.1 just hope...

MOSS

(TO TRUDY)
Do it again, love, will you...? W'IlIl tell you before
we're going to shoot. ..

VWE SEE ON THE MONI TOR THE YOUNG G RL RUNNI NG W TH THE BAG OF POTATO CHI PS,
VARI QUS BURNI NG BU LDINGS IN THE B. G

MOSS
...could she be running across a _b_r_i_d g_e? She's running
across a Burning Bridge.

ONE OF THE TECHNI Cl ANS' FACES LI GHTS UP.

TECHNI Cl AN
(TO HI MBELF)
....beautiful.

VE PLAYBACK THE LAST RUNTHROUGH, AND THE G RL IS NOW RUNNI NG ACRCSS A BRI DGE.

MOSS
(LEANS IN TO TALK W TH THE TECH PEOCPLE)
O course, we're gonna need sone _w a t_e_r, uh...
TECHNI Cl AN
Isita_s t r e ameorisit a...
MOSS
No, | think..



TECHNI Cl AN
a "pond," or

MOSS
No, | think it’s ... can we see the calico k i t t e n...?

AS HE SPEAKS THE BAG OF CH PS IS TRANSFORMED | NTO A CALI CO KI TTEN.

AMES
(ON HI S PHONE)
A small, "calico" kitten, sir.
( PAUSE)
"Calico."
( PAUSE)

AMVES
(TO MOSS)
...can we have a white one...?

MOSS
(TO DI RECTOR)
Can we have a white one, please...

AS THEY SPEAK THE BROMWN KI TTEN | S TRANSFORMED | NTO A WHI TE ONE.

MOSS

((CONT)
You know, if we're gonna run with the kitten, maybe it
turns out, the Kitten has a N a_m e, and...

Dl RECTOR
We ready out there...?

BREAN LOOKS DOMWN AT HI S WATCH, AND TAPS AMES ON THE SHOULDER, AS HE EASES H S
WAY PAST THE CONTROL CONSCLE.

AMES
( ENGROSSED)
...one nonent. ..

INT L. A X DAY.

A POSTER FI LLS THE SCREEN. I T IS A NORVAL ROCKWELL SORT OF THI NG SHOW NG
HAPPY AND PROUD AMERI CANS QUTSI DE OF A VOTI NG BOOTH.  AND I T READS: "DON T
FORGET TO VOTE. NOVEMBER 2ND. I T'S YOUR DUTY -- IT' S YOUR RI GHT. "

PRESI DENT' S VO CE
(VO

...a state of \War.
( PAUSE)

That a State of War...

PAN CFF THE POSTER TO SHOW THE GATE AREA, MANY PECPLE WAI TI NG WATCHI NG A
TELEVI SI ON SET, ON WHI CH WE SEE THE PRESI DENT.

PRESI DENT
(CONT.)
...exists...



A TELEVI SI ON SET, THE PRESI DENT ON THE TELEVI SI ON.

PRESI DENT
...between the United States and Republic of Al bania,
and that the Congress Authorize any and all neasures
consonant with a swift and painless, and v_i_c t o r_i_o_u_s

concl usi on of that War.

ANGLE
BUSI NESS PEOPLE QUEUI NG UP, AT THE TV, BEYOND THEM THE DEPARTURE GATE,
SHOW NG A SI G\, AMERI CAN Al RLI NES FLI GHT TO WASHI NGTON D. C.

IN THE FOREGROUND, BREAN, ON A CELLPHONE, PAYS NO ATTENTI ON TO THE SCREEN, AS
HE STANDS I N LI NE.

BREAN

(ON THE PHONE)
Go with a t w o-tone hat, _|I don’t care, _y o _u work it out.
Y _o_u, well, I"'msure you've had simlar problens in the
past. Good. Good. Keep ne ppp... Fine, 1I'Il call you

fromthe plane.

THE TI CKET TAKER, TAKING HI'S TI CKET, IS SHAKING H S HEAD AT THE TELEVI SI ON, ON
VWH CH VVE SEE AN ANNOUNCER/ COMMVENTATOR, DO NG "YOU HAVE JUST HEARD, " ET.
CETERA.

TI CKET TAKER
Hell of athing. _H e | _ | of a thing.

BREAN
Innit?

TI CKET TAKER
Al bani an Terrorists on the Canadi an Border.

BREAN
(ABQUT TO GET ONTO THE PLANE)
... nmakes you think.

IN THE B.G WE SEE THE TELEVI S| ON HAS GONE TO A COMMERCI AL, TWD BUSI NESSMEN
TYPES, EACH PARKI NG HI'S STATI ON WAGON I N H S DRI VEWAY.

TYPE ONE
Ed, what do you think?

TYPE TWO
Bob, ny nmind wasn’'t one hundred percent nmade up, but
now it is: _ | say: don't go changing Horses in
M dstream ..

BREAN, HEARI NG THI S, WALKS BACK TO THE NOW DESERTED TELEVI SI ON.

ANGLE

FROM THE JETWAY THE DOOR ABOUT TO CLOSE, BREAN IN THE B. G WATCHI NG THE

I NFOMERCI AL.  THE TI CKET TAKER CALLS TOH M "...SIR ..?" BREAN TURNS AND
RUSHES TO THE CLOSING DOOR.  ON THE TV, IN THE BG WE SEE THE LOGO " RE- ELECT
THE PRESI DENT. TH S MESSAGE PAID FOR BY..." ET CETERA

BREAN
(I NTO THE PHONE)



It’s workmanli ke, what can | tell you.... no, it ain't
going to help, but it won't hurt, cool down, see you in
Nashvi |l | e.

HE FOLDS UP H' S PHONE AND WALKS ONTO THE PLANE, IN THE B. G WE SEE SENATOR
NOLE, SPEAKI NG ON THE TELEVI SI ON, THE REMAI NI NG VI EWVERS ARE DRI FTI NG AWAY.

SENATOR NOLE
The issue of War, is, finally, an issue of Moral Fibre,
Mo r_a |l Fibre. Inny Platoon, in Wrld War Two
BREAN
(ON THE PHONE)
You have the nunber in D.C.? Good. What tine
tonight... Wat...?
(BREAN TURNS TO THE TELEVI SI ON)

BREAN COVES OVER TO AMES VWHO IS ON THE PHONE, AND TALKI NG W TH LI Z BUTSKY, WHO
I'S SHON NG H M SOVE SKETCHES.

LIz
...wanted to go with Roman Nunerals... but there isn't
a Ronman Nuneral for Zero, so, you can’'t really do THREE
OH THREE, in Roman...

BREAN
(TURNI NG TO AMES, OF NOLE)
Wiy is this putz on the air...

AMES
they’ re checking the ratings...uh...

LIz
...and | wanted to ask you if you thought it nade sense
that the uniforns of the F r_e e d o mfighters were

| knowthat, t r _a d i_t i _o n_a l_I|_y,
(SHE FLIPS A CARD AND WE SEE THE
STARCHED UNI FORVED FREEDOM FI GHTER
DRAWN BY HER)
...they’'re _t _o_r_n, and so forth: days-in-the-nountains,

so on, but | thoaght...

BREAN
(1 NTO THE PHONE)
Wy am | seeing this guy on the News...?
( PAUSE)
VWhat am | missing...? Wat are we forgetting?

AMES
Well, at least we're not seeing the Grlscouts...

HE TURNS AROCUND
ANGLE, H S POv.
A YOUNG DI SHEVELLED COLLEGE STUDENT TYPE. HE WEARS A BUTTON ON H S JACKET.

ANGLE | NS
THE BUTTON READS, "FUCK ALBANI A"



ANGLE
AVES AND BREAN.

AMES
(OF THE BUTTON)
...is that " _u_ s "...?

BREAN AND LI Z BUTSKY SHAKE THElI R HEADS.
AVES JUMPS UP IN THE AIR AND YELLS " YAY."

SENATOR NOLE
_E s p e ci_al_ | _yinatinm of war. Now
W said that M o r_a | fibre, not guns, not supplies, not

strategy, Mral...

COMMVENTATOR
(1 NTERRUPTI NG
...Senator...?

SENATOR NOLE
And this man, our President, in what | hope will be his
| ast days in that office, has proved hinself enpty and
d_e_v_o_i_dof...

A SMALL CHI LD COMES OVER TO THE TELEVI SI ON AND CHANGES THE CHANNEL.

I NT DULLES Al RPORT ARRI VALS AREA, DUSK

BREAN AND AMES COM NG OFF OF THE PLANE, BREAN STOPS AT THE FREE PERI ODI CALS
DI SPLAY. SAMPLE HEADLI NES READ:

_DEFENSE _OF _THE _REALM:_ _ _T ER
RORI_SM _ALONG _T_HE _BORDER:__ _T_
HE _PRESI_DENT :_ _ _AL L _S P UNK
_CAL L _T. O _T_HE _COL_ORS:_ _ _DEFEDN
D T_H E NORT H, E T_C

HE Pl CKS UP SEVERAL, AND CAVERA FOLLOAS H M DOAN A HALL, PAST A HUGE POSTER
SHOW NG OPPRESSED COMMUNI ST HORDES, AND THE MOTTO "THEY DI DN' T HAVE THE
CHOCE, YOU DO _V.OTE! ITS YOUR R GHT"

ANGLE

TI GHT ON BREAN AND AMES, AND A FELLOW PASSENGER, AS ALL SCAN THEI R NEWSPAPERS.
THE PASSENGER |'S WAI TING I N LI NE TO USE A PAY PHONE.

BREAN

(AS HE NUDGES AMES)
Can’t find anything in here about the President and
that girlscout.

PASSENGER
...what are you _t_a | _k_ i_n_g about... Wat does that nean

_h_o_w, areyou _n_u_t_s...?
THE PASSENCER MOVES UP I N TURN TO TAKE THE PHONE, HE DI ALS.

PASSENGER

(1 NTO PHONE)
Hell o, Honey.... NO I'msafe. |n about an hour.
Have you got Grandma and the kids in...? Well, where



aml _t a | _k_ i_n_gto you? Wll, who has the Shotgun? Go

Down in the Basenent. Well, get the | _o _n_g cord, and...
isn't there a jack down there... Well, mo v_e, the
canned goods, and...

THE LI NE BREAN AND AMES ARE | N MOVES FORWARD, PAST THE MAN ON THE TELEPHONE.
TI GHT ON AMES AND BREAN, AS THEY MOVE FORWARD, THEY SPEAK UNDER THElI R BREATH.

AMES
( SHAKI NG HI' S HEAD)
...hell of a price for the country to pay.

BREAN
...take a long view.

AMES
...what’s the Long View?

BREAN
Your guy gets four nore years in Washington... ...it’'s
only N ne More Days.

AMVES
Yes. That’'s true. But...

BREAN
(SM LES)
Wlfred. W've got w o r_ Kk to do...

THE LI NE THEY ARE I N STOPS. BREAN LOCGKS UP.

ANGLE, H'S P.O V.

A LINE OF SERVI CEMEN, ARMED W TH SUBMACHI NE GUNS, STANDS BARRI NG THE ARRI VI NG
PASSENGERS AN EXI T. THE PASSENGERS ARE HERDED | NTO LI NES, TO GO THROUGH
MAKESHI FT BARRI CADES, AND METAL DETECTORS.

ANGLE
BREAN, AND ANOTHER PASSENGER

BREAN
...what the hell’s _t _h_i_s all about, d you think?

PASSENGER
...small price to pay, pal...

HE APES THE PRESI DENT, WHO S SAI D THAT EARLI ER

BREAN LOOKS UP, AS AMES, ACCOVPANI ED BY AN ARMY MAJCOR, PASSES THROUGH
LI NE AND APPROACHES BREAN, BECKONI NG

I NT SUBURBAN MALL NI GHT.

BREAN, AND AMES, AND TWDO SECRET SERVI CE TYPES, WALKI NG THROUGH THE IMALL.

BREAN GLANCES AT A FOODSTORE, WHERE WE SEE A LONG LI NE OF PEOPLE WAI TI NG TO BE
ADM TTED, AND A VAST LINE INSIDE, AT THE CHECK OUT COUNTER, THEI R CARTS Pl LED
H GH, THE SHELVES BEH ND THEM DENUDED.

THEY PASS BY A SHOESTORE, CLOSED, A PLYWOCOD SCREEN | N FRONT, COVERED BY A
SIGN:  SOON TO RECPEN UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT. BREAN FOLLOAS AMES, | NTO THE



STORE.

I NT SHOESTORE NI GHT. MANY YOUNG STAFFERS. A VAST SI GN READS: DA Y_S

THE STAFFERS STAND | MMOBI LE, AS BREAN, AMES, AND THE SECRET SERVI CE TYPES
ENTER. ON A TELEVI SI ON, UNWATCHED BEHI ND THEM A FOREST SCENE, A SQUAD OF
SERVI CEMEN | N WOODLAND CAMO, LOOKI NG DOMWN AT A RIVER, THEI R LEADER SPEAKI NG
SOFTLY I NTO A M CROPHONE.

LEADER
...scared. Sure we're scared. But th fella said the
trick is not minding that it hurts. NIl tell you o _n_e

thing: They might get into the U S A, but they'll
have to get in over Ms. Kelly's son...
(HE TAPS HI MSELF ON THE CEEST)

THE SCREEN GOES TO A SCENE OF SUPERMARKET LOOTI NG IN AN INNER CITY. A STAND-
UP COMMENTATCOR SPEAKS.

COWWENTATOR
...dead and fifteen wounded in these first hours of the
War. They are not, they are not The Eneny, they are
people, like You and Me, a _d_i_f f e r_e n_t kind of Victimof

Al bani an Aggression, but Victins Nonethel ess. ..

ANGLE
BREAN, G VEN THE TOUR BY AMES.

AMES
Tel exes to the major. ..

HE 1S SHUSSHED BY A YOUNG Al DE, STANDING, H S EAR TO A PHONE. ON THE TV WE
SEE THE DECK OF AN Al RCRAFT CARRI ER, AND A REPORTER SPEAKI NG, AS PLANES TAKE
CFF.

REPORTER
M ssions into Al banian Airspace. Mssions to K i _ | _| or
Die. Anmerican Men, and, yes, and wonen, in the prine
of their lives, but never closer to death, while...

ANGLE, ON BREAN, AS HE TURNS TO LOOK AT ANOTHER SCREEN. ON THAT TV SCREEN WE
SEE A SOB- Sl STER TYPE

SOB SI STER REPORTER TYPE
...fighting, yes, but fighting for what?

THE SCREEN IS FI LLED WTH THE PHOTO OF THE YOUNG ALBANI AN WOVAN, VWHO IS NOW
HOLDI NG TWD CATS.

SOB SI STER REPORTER TYPE
For this. For _t _h i_s. For Freedom for _s a f e t_y -- yes

theirs and ours.

BREAN HEARS A VWHOCSH, AND TURNS TO LOOK BACK AT THE SCREEN OF THE JETS TAKI NG
CFF.



TV SCREEN, W TH JETS.

ANNOUNCER

(VO
The sound of Freedon? Yes, Perhaps the sound of
Death... _b_u_ t....

BREAN LOOKI NG AT THE SCREEN, BEHI ND HI M HE HEARS A VAST CHEER, HE TURNS.
THE AIDE WTH THE PHONE TO H S EAR HAS PI CKED UP A Pl ECE OF CHALK, AND IS
VRITING ON THE _ % I _N F_A V_O_ R SLATE THE FI GURE 71%

THE Al DES ARE CHEERI NG, AND SLAPPI NG EACH OTHER ON THE BACK.
I NT, I MPROVI SED OFFI CE, I N THE SHCE STOCKROOM NI GHT.

A STOCKROOM LI NED WITH SHOEBOXES, IN IT A DESK, TWDO CHAIRS, A TELEVI SI ON.
AMVES ENTERS, OPENS THE DESK AND TAKES OUT A BOTTLE. HE HANDS | T TO BREAN,
VWHO ENTERS AFTER HM  ON THE WALL IS ANOTHER SET OF SI GNS, READI NG DAYS TI LL
ELECTION 8, AND % I N FAVOR VWHI CH AMES NOW FI LLS I N 71. AMES PI CKS UP A SHEAF
CF PAPERS FROM THE DESK.

AMES
New York Tinmes, Wash Post, Detroit Register, San Di ego
BEE, all in emssion. _ N o nention of the Grlscout.
None.

BREAN

Ei ght Days To Go
(HE GESTURES AT THE CALENDER)

AMES
I I _i_v_e for mdnight, when | can tear another of those
suckers off. \Watcha got for ne?

BREAN
Big Bird touches dom _w h_e n?

AMES
We're bring’'n imin tonorrow, five AM

BREAN
Anything at the Airport?

AMES
Press thought "no," whaddaya think...?

BREAN
( NODS)

_ 1 think, here’s what | think: Sit gonnarain...?
(HE CHECKS A NOTEBOOK)

AMES

( YELLI NG
G nmre the weather for tonorrow norning, five A M
Andr ews. . .

BREAN
( CHECKI NG H S NOTEBOCK)
An Al b a n_i_a n, ayoung Albanian Grl.



AN Al DE APPEARS W TH A TEARSHEET. AMES READS | T.

AMVES
No rain.

BREAN
(SHRUGS, NONETHELESS)
A young Al banian Grl, dressed in their...

HE GESTURES, MEANI NG "WHATEVER THEY WEAR, _Y_O U FIGURE IT OQUT..." AMES NODS
TO
THE Al DE, WHO BEGA NS SCRI BBLI NG I N A PAD.

BREAN
And carryi ng.
(HE GESTURES, MEANING LOXX IT UP)
The National Flower of Al bania, sonething..... Now | s
it sone Festival? Some H a r_v_e s t Festival, sonething...

AMES
(TO THE Al DE)
Get on this, right now...

BREAN

...got tobe s o me t h i _n_ g. She gives himthe sacred...
(HE GESTURES, WHAT- HAVE- YOU)

And tells him this is the Traditional Harvest

O fering, given to the Man who Ties the First Sheaf,

the | ast sheaf, whatever the fuck it is...

AMES
...this’s g o _o_d...

BREAN
Stanl ey Moss, Ladeesngennl nen... And she says...

AMES
Is she saying this in Al banian...?

BREAN
(OF NOTES)
Y e_s: sheis saying this in Albanian, _b_u_t she's doing
it not to be uh...
(AMES CGESTURES, MEANING "I GET IT")
But because, she explains, that is the only way it can
be understood by her Aged and Sainted Mther, who is
standing there with her, dressed in her Traditional...

AMES GESTURES TO THE AIDE, MEANING "GET TOIT," THE Al DE NODS HER
UNDERSTANDI NG, AND DI SAPPEARS.

BREAN
(TO DI SAPPEARI NG Al DE)
Cnl get sonethingto e a t...? Nowthe Ad Broad
starts to speak: you are bringing peace. Not only to
_ T _h_i_s Land...
AMES
Qur adopted | and...



BREAN
...but tothe Od Wrld; you are stilling the forces of
hatred and of War which have, since | was a child...

AMES
... uh huh. ..

BREAN
Now, the O d Lady starts to _We e p, Big Bird shrugs off
his secret _S e r_v_i_c_e, goes to her, and covers her with

his own coat.

AMES

(CALLI NG QUT)
Find out is there _a_n_y chance we can get sone rain
tonmorrow, _w_ i _|_ | you...?

BREAN
(OF PAD)
S o forth...

AMVES STOPS TO LOOK AT ANOTHER COMMERCI AL ON TV. THEY TURN TO SEE TWD " YOUNG
MOTHER" TYPES, SHOPPI NG ..

YOUNG MOTHER ONE
...to vote for.

YOUNG MOTHER TWO
Vell, 1 think it’s |ike when we thought of Changing
Tommy’'s Pediatrician. _B_ i _ | _| said, "Not Wiile he’'s _s i _c_k
-- cause you Don’t Change Horses in the md..."

BREAN TURNS OFF THE VOLUME, AND CONTI NUES.

BREAN
How is Big Bird holding up, by the way?

AMES
Catching up on his reading. Asked about you, sends his
t hanks.

BREAN

Knock on wood.

AMES
Speaki ng of thanks... we puttem back in, what does
your fellow Mdss want ?

BREAN
1 dunno.... Anbassador to _T o _g o, sonethin', _| dunno...
he. ..

AMES
Maybe he’'s just a _p_a t r_i_o_t.

BREAN
Yeah...what was | tal king about...?

AN Al DE APPEARS W TH A SANDW CH, AND BREAN STARTS TO EAT.



AMES
How | ong you been up, you need a nap.

BREAN
( SHAKI NG HI S HEAD)
Due in Nashville.

BREAN

W' re gonna dothe T e a m _S o n_g.
AMES

You' re tired, Ronnie.

BREAN
Y wanna follow the Cattle Drive? Sleep in the Wnter.
VWhat does _M o_s_s want...? Matchnmaker cones to the
Levinsky Fam|ly. M. Levinsky, Ms. Levinsky, would
you entertain an offer of marriage for your son Saul,
fromPrincess Margaret of Great Britain. WlIl, they
think, she isn’'t Jew sh, but she’s well to-do, a nice
old famly. Aright, yes, they say. W would
consi der such an offer. Wbnderful, matchnaker says,
My Job is Half Done.

(HE YAWNS)
Now, Look: | got the f i | _e, fromthe L.A contingent, |
got the day-by-day, of how. ..

HE LOOKS AT AMES, WHO | S LOOKI NG | NTENTLY AT THE TV.

ANNOUNCER

(AS AMES TURNS UP THE SOUND)
...denial fromthe Al bani an Governnent continues, but
_t_h_i_s tape, just in...
THE SCREEN SW TCHES TO SHOTS OF TRUDY LAROUCHE, | N ALBANI AN GARB, RUNNI NG
TOMRD THE CAMERA, OVER A BRI DGE ACRCSS A SMALL STREAM IN THE B. G HER
BURNI NG HOUSE, SI RENS, AND THE SOUNDS COF SHOTS, AT VWH CH TRUDY COLLAPSES,
CONVULSED W TH SOBS.

ANNOUNCER
...just having heard her famly shot. For the crine of
non- cooperation with Al banian Authorities. Apparently,
they had a famly connection in Canada, along the US
border and refused to exploit it to aid the Terrorists
toinfiltrate this country.

( BEAT)
They paid with their lives.

AMES
...this is magnificent.

BREAN
...Stanl ey Moss...

AMES
8 days and we bring it back hone....



BREAN RI SES, STRETCHES.

SOVEBODY SW TCHES THE CHANNEL, AND WE SEE A NEWSMAN DO NG A STANDUP | N FRONT
OF A STREETVENDOR, WHO HAS A BOARD FULL OF BUTTONS. THE CAMERA PANS OVER THE
BUTTONS, WE SEE THE "FUCK ALBANI A " AND WE SEE ONE READING "RUN FROM A L_B_
AN 1 _A?

TELL MM _A N O T H E RONE.." AND T-SH RTS SHOW NG SI M LAR LOGCS.

ANGLE

ON BREAN AND AMES S| TTI NG AROUND.

AVES LOOKS AT HI M | NQUI SI TI VELY.

BREAN

None of these are ours. _ N o n_e of emare ours....
(HE SM LES AT AMES)

....that’s _r_e a | __p_o | _i_t_i_ Kk, Buddy.
AMES

Waal, | gotta tell you. 1’ve been inside the Beltway

fourteen years, and | feel like | Just Got My Feet Wet.

THEY KI CK BACK, AND WATCH THE TELEVI SI ON, SHOW NG | MAGES OF THE TANKS ALONG
THE CANADI AN BORDER.

AMES
And if you t _h_ i_n_k about it: if you 't h_ i_n_k about it, w
hat
I _swar...? Wiat _i_s war? | nean, aside fromthe
ki I I _i n_ g, and, all... _t h a t isn't so pleasant, ... vy
ou in

the Service...?
( PAUSE)

BREAN, UNSEEN BY AMES, GETS UP AND GOES TO THE DOCOR TO LI STEN.

AMES

(CONT.)
...and I'1l tell you another thing. President said to
me: Wien this thing... "happened.” "It _|_o_o_k s like the
Building’s falling. _B u_t, t h e s earethetines..." and |

wi sh what he said, we could have used it on TV, and, as
a matter of fact, we _c_a n, if we...

(HE LOOKS AROUND, SEES BREAN STANDI NG

BY THE DOOR.)

Look here, _h e r_ e ' s an idea... Here's an idea...
(HE WALKS OVER TO THE DOCR.)
Turn it onit’'s head. If we're ahead inthe p_o | _ | _s,
well, hell, 't h i _sisthetineto _c a p i _t al_ i _z eo
nit. Wat

points to push forward sone of the Iong-_t__e_r_m goal s:
~h_ o u s i _n_g, health-care ref...

do you think? Get _a_h_e a d of them _u_s_ e the percentage

BREAN GESTURES FOR SI LENCE. HE AND AMES LI STEN | NTENTLY, THE HUBBUB | N THE
ADJO NI NG ROOM ( THE SHOESTORE) HAS PASSED. I T IS SILENT. AMES AND BREAN PEEK
ARCUND THE WALL OF SHOEBOXES.

ANGLE THEI R POV

THE AIDES, | MVOBILE. FIVE VERY FIT YOUNG MEN I N SU TS STAND NEAR THE



ENTRANCE. ONE YALI E- LOOKI NG FELLOWIN H' S TH RTI ES WALKS THROUGH THEI R M DST,
FROM THE ENTRANCE. HE STOPS FOR A MOMENT AT A TELEVISION, VHICH IS GLARI NG A
COMVERCI AL FOR LAUNDRY SOAP, AND FLICKS IT OFF, ONE OF H'S FIT YOUNG MEN

I NCLI NES H' S HEAD TOMRD THE REAR OF THE STORE, AND MR YOUNG WALKS TOWARD THE
REAR.

THE YALI E COVES I NTO A FI TTI NG AREA. SEVERAL OF THE SMALL BENCHES USED FOR
TRYI NG ON SHCES. .. TO AMES AND BREAN.

YALI E
Who m ght be the Boss Hog in this operation?
( PAUSE)

BREAN
Feel free to talk to ne.

YALI E NODS
YALI E
Cheezit -t he- Cops.
AMES
(TO H MSELF)

Chmi god. . .
I NT OFFI CE SU TE, NI GHT.

BREAN AND AMES SITTING ON A COUCH  THE YALIE SI TTI NG BEHI ND A LARGE DESK,
WATCH NG A SMALL TELEVI SION ON WH CH WE SEE A REPORTER, STANDI NG NEXT TO
SEVERAL VERY GRI M LOOKI NG MEN I N PARK PCLI CE SMCKEY HATS. I N A FOREST, BELOW
THEM A LINE OF TANKS FADI NG ALONG A RI VER.

REPORTER
...awaiting the arrival of The President back on
Anerican Soil. To still the fears, to answer the
g u e s t i_o . n_s of this troubled land. Here, along a border
once considered nore Inmaginary than real, I'’m M ke
Stears, at latitude 45, along the Canadi an Border.

ANGLE
BREAN LOOKS DOWN AT HI S WATCH.
BREAN
.1 just nissed ny plane.
AMES
You nissed your _p I_a n e? MW _|I _i_f e is over.
( PAUSE)
M I _i_f e is over. Wat have you d_o _n_e to ne? Wat have
| done?
( PAUSE)
Fourteen years of Public Service...
BREAN
Well, keep your _w i _t_ s about you, and let’s see if we
can't...
AMES

...fourteen years...



BREAN
...brazen-it-through. ..

AMES
Brazen it through? Brazen it _t _h r_o_u_ g h? They' re going
to hang us out to dry likethe | _a u n d r_y --- do you know

what we’'ve _d_d_d...
THE BODYGUARD IN THE B.G RAISES H' S FINGER TO H S LIPS AND SHAKES HI S HEAD.

AMES

Do you know what we’'ve _d _o_n_e, for Godsake? Do you know
what you’ ve....

A BODYGUARD I N THE B. G SPEAKS UP.

BODYGUARD
No tal ki ng, please.

THROUGH IT ALL AMES SITS, WTH H' S HEAD IN H S HANDS.

A NEW REPORTER TAKES OVER ON TV, BEHI ND HER A CHART, A GRAPH OF AN UPWARDLY
MOVI NG LI NE.

REPORTER
Wth seven days to go before the election, the Fortunes
of President...

THE DOOR OPENS, THE YALIE COMES TOATTENTION, MR ._ _Y O U N G A TVE
NTY- YEAR OLDER

VERSI ON OF THE YALI E, ENTERS, CARRYING A CUP OF COFFEE, NO TIE, HAIR
DI SHEVELLED.

MR, YOUNG
(TO YALI E)
...took you | ong enough.

YALI E
Found’ em as quick as we could, sir.

MR, YOUNG
When |’ mdone with’em we want to dunp’emin the
Di_ s t r_i_c_t, or stick’emout in the country, have the

F.B.l. trip over’en?
THE YALI E CONSULTS H S NOTES.

YALI E
Legal departnent says You Pick Em Depends on how big
of a splash you want to make, how |l ong you want themto
Go Away for.

AMES
(SOTTO)
Oh, M God.
BEAT, MR YOUNG SHAKES HI S HEAD SADLY.

MR YOUNG



GQuess who | am

AMES

I"d like to nention a few _n_a m e_s, who...
MR, YOUNG
(LOOKI NG AT NOTES HE | S HANDED BY
YALI E)

| know who you are, M. Anes.

AMES
| was acting as a Private Citizen. Nothing that |I’'ve
done shoul d be construed as reflecting on the orders or
i ntentions of anyone with whom you nmay have reason to
believe | am connected with.

( PAUSE)
O inwhose e mp | _o vy...

MR, YOUNG
Qui te touching.

AMES
And | take this _o p_ p_o r_t u n_i_t_y to suggest that, equal
| admit to _n_o t _h i _n_g, and that | would like ny | awer
present.

MR, YOUNG NODS.

MR, YOUNG
Quess what? W show, and N.S. A confirns, there _a r_e no
nucl ear devi ces on the Canadi an border

( PAUSE)
There are no nucl ear devices in Al bania. Z at put us
in sonething of a pickle?

( PAUSE)
Albania _h_a s no nuclear capacity. Qur spy satellites
show "no secret terrorist canps” in The Al bani an
Hinterland. The F.B.1. and the Border Patrol, And the
R CMP. report no repeat no untoward activity al ong
our picturesque Canadi an Border. The Al bani an
Governnent is screaming its innocence, the world is
| i stening.

( PAUSE)
There is no War

BREAN
(GESTURES AT THE TV, WHERE WE SEE TRUDY
LAROUCHE RUNNI NG ACROSS THE BURNI NG

BRI DGE)

Course there’s a war. |I'mwatching it on Tel evision.

MR, YOUNG
N who might 'y o u be, when all’s said and done?

BREAN
My nane is Ronald Brean.

MR, YOUNG
Who' re you working for?



PAUSE.

BREAN
Nobody whose nanme you want ne to say, M. Young, |
proni se you.

MR, YOUNG
S all very well, but when the Fit hits the Shan,
sonebody’s going to have to Stay After School, and who
do you ’'spose that m ght be.

BREAN
S only got to hold for another few days.

MR YOUNG
VWell, I"'mnot interested in howlong its "got to hold
for."
BREAN
Wat _a r_e you interested in?
( PAUSE)
MR YOUNG
I"minterested in the Security of My Country, M.
Br ean.
AMES
As are we all, and I'd like to take this opportunity to

suggest that the Security of the country would be ill-
served by any, any...any...

THEY LOOK AT H'M

AMES
(CONT.)
Any untoward "revel ation" regarding, uh...

MR, YOUNG
And | think that the Security of the Country woul d be
best-served by its citizens obeying its | aws.

(OVER H S SHOULDER, TO AN Al DE)
Genme a Federal Judge, genme search-warrants, all
preni ses controlled by our friends, and bench-warrants
for the two of...

BREAN
(SI MULTANEQUSLY, W TH THE ABOVE SPEECH)
Well, I"msure that speaks very well of you and for

your parents. But if forced to choose between the
security of the country and the security of your Job,
whi ch woul d you pick. And, while you hesitate, pernit
me to suggest that they are one and the sanme. Your
country and your job.

MR, YOUNG
I'm_d_o i_n_gny job, M. Brean. That's what you see ne
doing here. Wiat _i s it you thought _y o _u were doing?
AMES

And 1'd like to point out that |’'ve been on
prescription me d i_c a t_i_o_n, the side-effects of which..



BREAN
I"mdoing ny job, Too.

(OF THE Al DE)
Wul d you give ne a... do you think you could call off
your Dogs for a mnute.

PAUSE. MR YOUNG LOCKS AT THE AIDE, WHO | S EXI TI NG AND NODS. THE Al DE STAYS
BEHI ND.

BREAN
(CONT.)
Thank you.

MR, YOUNG
What’' s on your mind?

BREAN
I have a question for you

MR YOUNG
Ask it.

BREAN
Why do people go to war?

MR, YOUNG
Why do people go to war?

MR, YOUNG
Il play your silly gane.

BREAN
Why do they go to War?

MR, YOUNG
To preserve their Way of Life.

BREAN
Wuld you go to War to do that?
( PAUSE)

MR, YOUNG
I have.

BREAN
Well, | have, too. Wuld youdo it _a g a i_n...? In't
that why you're here? | guess s _o. Nif you go to war
again, who is it going to be against? Your "ability to
fight a Two-ocean War" agai nst who? Sweden and _ T _o_g 07
Who you sitting here to Go To War Against? That tinme

has p_a s s e d. It's p a s s e d It's _o v er. T
he war of the
Futureis N u c | _e a.r T er r o r _i_s m It is an

dit will be
against a Small G oup of Dissidents who, unbeknownst,
perhaps, to their omn _g o v.e r_ n_me n_t_s, have blah blah

bl ah.
And togoto t_h a t war, you've got to be p r_ e p a r_e d



You

have to be alert, and the p u b | i _c has to be alert.

Cause that is the war of the f u t u r_e, and if you re not

gearing up, to fight 't h a t war, _e v.e n t u a |l _| _yth
e axe will

fall. N you re gonna be out in the street.

( PAUSE)
And you can call this a "drill," or you can call it
"job security,"” or you can call it anything you like.

But | got one for you: you said, "Go to War to protect
your Way of Life," well, Chuck, _t h_i_s

(HE GESTURES AROUND THE ROOM
is your way of life. Innit? And if there ain't no
war, you can punch out, go hone, and take up Q|
Painting. And there _a i_n_' _t no war but ours.

( PAUSE)

HOLD ON THE GROUP.
BREAN
(CONT.)
It’s just for eight nore days.....
I NT CORRIDORS C.I.A. COWLEX
AMES, AND BREAN ACCOVPANI ED BY SEVERAL BODYGUARD TYPES AND THE YALIE.
BREAN
(TO THE YALI E)
One nore thing, _w h_a t is that river she’ s running

across?

YALI E
What ?

BREAN
...the young girl in the video, the Albanian Grl....

YOUNG NODS, AND MAKES A NOTE IN A BOOK. BREAN TURNS TO AMES.

BREAN

...she’s running, it’'s sone sacred... sonme ancestral

| _a n_d, cloven by the Brook naned.... give it to Moss,
YOUNG

No, we're on top of it.

BREAN

YOUNG
No, thank _y o u...

BREAN
(HE CHECKS H S WATCH)
| should be in Nashville, tell himl’mcomng in.

BREAN
(TO AVES)
(GESTURI NG TO THE YALIE, AND



BODYGUARDS. )
Ni ce enogh people... they just hadn't thought it
t hr ough. ..

AMVES, AS HE WALKS, TAKES OQUT HI S CELLPHONE, AND DI ALS.

AMES
(1 NTO THE PHONE)
No. | was busy.
( PAUSE)
Yes, | need the newpoll fig.... _h_o wlong? 1'Il call
in fromNashville. And patch nme through to the Big
Bird, will...?
(TO BREAN)
lI"ve got to _h_a n_dit toyou. _T h e y sure let us out of

there easy....

BREAN
(TO H MSELF)
...they just hadn’t thought it through...

THE YALI E SHAKES BREAN S HAND, AND GESTURES FOR A DOCOR TO BE OPENED. BEYOND
THE DOOR WE SEE A HELI PAD, AND THE ROTORS OF A HELI COPTER JUST BEG NNI NG TO
TURN, BREAN WAVES, AND TROTS QUT TO THE HELI COPTER.

I NT HELI COPTER NI GHT.
AN Al RCREWVAN, LI STENI NG TO A SMALL RADI O

RADI O

(VO
M dst repeated denial fromthe Al banian Governnent.
Wiile, at the White House, a sense of Stillness
pervades, awaiting the return of...

THE Al RCREWWAN SNAPS TO ATTENTI ON AS BREAN COMES | NTO THE Al RCRAFT, BUCKLES
H MSELF | NTO A WEBSEAT, AND FALLS ASLEEP. HE ROUSES H MSELF, TAKES OQUT HI S
NOTEBOOK, AND STARTS TOWRITE IN IT.

EXT PARKI NG LOT, NASHVI LLE DAWN.

A SUPERMARKET PARKI NG LOT, A HUGE CONBOY HAT ADORNS A STORE CALLED "KELLEY' S
VWESTERN VEAR " AT THE SUPERMARKET, SHOPPERS, PUSH NG CARTS PILED H GH -- THE
W FE PUSHI NG, THE HUSBAND GUARDI NG THE CART WTH A RIFLE. A FI STFI GHT BREAKS
QUT. NO ONE NOTI CES THE HELI COPTER.

BREAN | S GETTI NG I NTO A JEEP, I TS TOP OFF, DRI VEN BY A FELLOW | N WESTERN
GETUP, ON THE SIDE IS PAINTED A GU TAR IN THE B.G WE SEE THE HELI COPTER

LI FTING OFF. I N THE JEEP ARE THE FAD KI NG AND MOSS.

ANGLE
THE JEEP, AS BREAN SETTLES HI MSELF IN HE TURNS TO LOCK AT THE CHAGCS IN THE
PARKI NG LOT.

CONBOY
It ain"t hoarding. It's s t o c_k i | _i_n_g.

BREAN
Uh huh.

CONBOY



Only conmon sense.

MOSS
(OF THE BOOK)
We got the guy, we got the guy, we got the Guy!

FAD Kl NG
The Canada Thing was a shuck. A s h u c_k -- wasted a day.

What can you do with Canada? Bears, napleleafs, "sugar

-on-Snow." Lays there on the plate like a Iox.
ANGLE
AMES ON THE PHONE I N THE JEEP.
AMES
Yes... Hello...?
( PAUSE)
~Wh_a t...? Wh a t...? W're breaking up, 1'll call you

fromthe studio.
| NT RECORDI NG STUDI O NASHVI LLE, DAY.

THE COABOY, MOSS, FAD KI NG AMES, AND BREAN WALKI NG THROUGH THE LOBBY AND
CORRI DOR OF A NASHVI LLE STUDI O, MANY GOLD AND PLATI NUM RECORDS ON THE WALL.
THEY PASS AN ELDERLY AFRI CAN AMERI CAN MAN SWEEPI NG THE HALL, AND NOD AT H' M

BREAN

(REACHES | NTO H' S JACKET POCKET)
Oh, oh, oh, oh, oh, get this typed, get sonebody to
send it to the Wite House...

HE HANDS I T TO MOSS.

MOSS
What is it?

BREAN
Presi dent’s speech.

MOSS
At the Airport? Cause we decided at the Airport he
hugs the fat, wet Al banian Broad, we...

BREAN
No, no, no, no, no _a f t e r the airport.

THEY TURN ARCUND, LOCKI NG FOR AMES, VWHO IS HANG NG BACK, LOOKING AT A TV. THEY
RETRACE THEI R STEPS. CAMERA TAKES THEM TO AMES, WHO | S WATCHI NG SENATOR NOLE
ON TV.

AMES

( SOFTLY)
Ch, shit...

NOLE
...gotten word that the situation in Albania _i_s
resolved. That it _i_s resolved. M nilitary sources
confirmthat our troops, along the Canadian Border, _A n_d

overseas are standing down, and | nust take this
opportunity to call upon our President to stand and



face the charges, the heinous charges brought agai nst

him You know, folks, thereis n_o t h i _n_ginlife as
preci ous as the Innocence of a Child.
( PAUSE)
Not hing. Now, | do not say these charges are true, | do
not see howthey ¢ o u | _d be. Accusations of, of sexual
m sconduct in _a n_y o _n_e, nust be investigated. In the
case of a Sitting President, of one whose term and |
do not hesitate to nentionit, e n_d_s, in, effectively,
inamtter of days... I _c_a | _| upon the President...
AMES

What does he _m e _a_n The Situation has Been Resol ved?

BREAN

He just got Hp to us.
( PAUSE)

He just ended the War.

CAMERA TAKES THEM | NTO THE RECORDI NG STUDI O

AMES
What are we gonna _d_o about it...?

WE SEE SEVERAL PEOPLE AT A CONSCLE, AND, IN THE STUDI O, A BRI GHT SASSY LOOKI NG
GROUP, SI NG NG

GROUP

We guard the Northern Borders.

W live the Northern Liiiiifffe...

W cone to restore Order. ..

For our Children and our Wiiiiiiffee...
BREAN

(TO ENG NEER)
Tell"emto knock it off.

THE ENG NEER TELLS THE GROUP TO STAND DOWN.
PAUSE

AMES
What are we going to do?

BREAN

(TO MOSS)
The War is Over.

MOSS
What ?

BREAN

The War is Over. Senator Nole just ended the War.

AMES
Ch, Cod...

BREAN
Yep. Well, we started it, he Ended it...

ANGLE ON THE TV.



TELEVI S| ON REPORTER
...and the C.I.A. Conf i r_ms the cessation of

Hostilities, with...

BREAN
The C. 1. A
AMES
Ch, Lord....
BREAN
...those linmp-dick ... t ur n c o at... | _t h o u_

t they let
us out of there too easy.....

HE REACHES OVER AND FLI CKS OFF THE TV.

BREAN

(TO MOSS. CONT.)
Wwar’'s over, Pal.

( PAUSE)

IN THE B.G AMES PI CKS UP THE PHONE AND DI ALS.

AMES

(ON PHONE)
Goria -- sell the House.

(HE HANGS UP)

( PAUSE)

MOSS
The War ain’'t over.
( PAUSE)

BREAN
| saw it on TV.

MOSS
The war ain’t over til | _s a yit's over. Thisis my
picture. You think you'reina s p_o t? You think this
is atight spot? Try making the Hunchback of Notre

Dane when your three lead actors _d_i_e, two weeks from
the end of Principal Photography. This is... this
is... this is just...
( PAUSE)
Act One: THE WAR
Act T w o ... the... uh...
FAD Kl NG

It’s like those Japanese in the Caves on (ki nawa. . .
didn't believe the War was Over.

MOSS
You got a guy, doesn't believe the War is... NO NO NO
An Anerican Serviceman... A brave Anerican Servicenan,

is Left B e h i_n_ d...

(HE LOOKS AT THE FAD KING, WHO IS
MASSAG NG HI S FOOT, HAVI NG TAKEN OFF

H S SHOE)



He is Left Behind. He is discarded |ike an O d Shoe...

(TO BREAN)
Genme the Pentagon. List of people in all Mlitary
Special Prograns.... Left behind. Like the Ad Shoe...

Johnny: "Good A d Shoe"...
( JOHNNY NODS)

BREAN Pl CKS UP THE PHONE AND DI ALS.

BREAN
Hello...?

FAD KI NG PI CKS UP THE PHONE.

FAD Kl NG
Yeah, | need a list, people in MIlitary Special
Pro. ..
MOSS
.what do you got?
FAD Kl NG
(1 NTO PHONE)
Mlitary Special Prograns... P r_o g r_a ms... No, | amnot
Shouting at you, I'm.. I'msorry. Anyone naned _S h_o_e
Schumann? S c_h_u_s_t_e_r... uh

JOHNNY GREEN, ANGLE ON HM H'S EYES LI GHT UP.

JOHNNY GREEN
| got it!

HE TAKES OQUT H' S GU TAR, AND STARTS TO STRUM HE PICKS UP A PENCIL. [N THE
B.G WE SEE THE OLD AFRI CAN AMERI CAN MAN COME | NTO THE STUDI O, AND START
CLEANI NG UP.

SI NGER
"I guard the Northern Borders..."
Ckay, y'want to roll on another one...?

JOHNNY GREEN
Naaa. Fuck that. _F u_c_k that...

ENG NEER
...Qg0 get a Coke. Y want sonething to e a t...?

SI NGER
We gonna be long, cause | told ny wife...

DI SSCLVE

INT STUDIO. N GHT. VAST AMOUNTS OF TAKE- QUT FOOD WRAPPI NG AMES, BREAN,
JOHNNY GREEN, MOSS, THE ENG NEER, SITTING AT THE CONSOLE. I N THE STUDI O, AN
CLD, BLACK SI NGER, ARRANG NG MUSI C ON THE STAND IN FRONT OF HM  HE HOLDS A
VERY BATTERED OLD GU TAR.

JOHNNY GREEN, STILL SCRI BBLI NG ON MJSI C PAPER, GOES | NTO THE STUDI O, AND HANDS
A SHEET TO THE SI NGER, AND LEAVES.

THE SINGER IS THE OLD MAN WE SAW SVEEPI NG UP.



SI NGER
( Sl NGS)
Good A d Shoe
Good A d Shoe...never left you hangin, Just a Good Ad
Shoe. ..
(HE STOPS, TALKS TO THE CONTRCL ROOM
|"msorry, Barry, the a c¢c_t i _o _non this... where the hell

did you g e t this old thing?

ENG NEER
(TALKI NG THROUGH THE P. A.)
...found it in a pawnshop. Three bucks.

THE SI NGER SM LES, SHAKES H S HEAD, STARTS TO TUNE A STRI NG

MOSS
Don't tune it too good.

ENG NEER
Leave it flat, will you, Ben?

THE SI NGER NOCDS.

ENG NEER
Do anot her ?

SI NGER
Let’s do it.

ENG NEER
(CU NG THE TAPE)
GCood A d Shoe...

MOSS

(SHON8 THE PHOTO OF SCHUMANN TO BREAN)
WIlliam Schuman. dd Shoe. U S. Arny. Serial nunber,
21-31-2841- 262.

ENG NEER
Take ten.

SI NGER
He's the Runt of the Litter
Waal that’'s true
NI found himjest hiding in an Ad Wrk Shoe
N he got into mschief, as a Pup will do.
But | never had a better than ny Good A d Shoe.
Waal, we's out jest a-huntin, on a Cold Fall Day, and
it seens |like that Possum’bout to Get Away...

MOSS
It’s too cl ean.

ENG NEER
Hold it a mnute, Benny, wllya?

MOSS
It’s too cl ean.



ENG NEER
Let's take the bridge from _n_i_n_e, and the intro from
_0_n_e, and...

MOSS

It’s got to sound like an _a_c_e t_a t_ e recording, 1930.
ENG NEER

Hold it a minute, Benny, we're going to tweak it a bit.
(TO THE GROUP)

This may take a while.

BREAN
(TO JOHNNY, AND MOSS)
This is fantastic.

JOHNNY GREEN

YIike it? Wiit'll you get tothe _b r_i_d g_e...
BREAN

This's Fantastic. ..

JOHNNY GREEN
(TO ENG NEER)
Don't go with the bridge from _n_i_n_e, go with the bridge
from_e i_g h_ t.
ENG NEER
Wy _e i_g_h_t?
JOHNNY GREEN
Just try it.

IN THE B.G WE SEE AMES TALKI NG | NTO THE CELLPHONE.

_t_a k eonthe... Wll, sir, we're com ng back,
we'd like you to try it out, this evening...

Listen to what I've ... listen to... does anybody know
Morse Code?

BREAN
What’'re you gonna do with Mrse Code?

MOSS
(NODS, PO NTS TO THE GLOSSY PHOTO)
...Wwe put your GQuy ina _s we at e r...

BREAN
Yeah...?
MOSS
"Good A d Shoe -- " W put himin a sweater.

VWE HEAR A VWHI STLE. HEADS TURN. THE COMBOY TYPE | S WHI STLING. HE IS OVER
AT A COFFEE AREA, LOOKI NG AT A SMALL TELEVI SI ON, THE GROUP MOVES TO THE TV.
ON THE TELEVI SION WE SEE A TALKI NG HEAD, ANNOUNCI NG THE ARRI VAL OF THE PRESS.
IN THE B.G Al RFORCE ONE | S ROLLING TO A STOP. WE SEE THE RAMP COVE DOMN AND



THE PRESI DENT COME OQUT | N THE RAIN AND HURRY TOMRD A WAI TI NG HELI COPTER.

HE SEES SOVETHI NG OFF TO THE SI DE AND STOPS, HI S Al DES TRY TO DI SSUADE H M
BUT HE PULLS AWAY. THE NEWS CAMERA HUNTS AND FI NDS A SVMALL ALBANI AN G RL,
CARRYI NG A SHEAF OF WHEAT | N HER HANDS, AN OLD WOVAN BEHI ND HER, BOTH STANDI NG
IN THE RAIN. THE PRESI DENT ADVANCES, AND MOVES TO LET HI'S Al DES LET THE CHI LD
COME FORWARD. WE SEE THE PRESI DENT, MOVED AT THE SIGHT OF THE LI TTLE G RL,
CFFERI NG H M THE SHEAF OF WHEAT, WE HEAR A REPORTER, V. O

REPORTER

(VO
...trying too... it seens that she is speaking in... is
is Albanian ... Is it Al banian? Can we get soneone

on. ..

A WOMAN S VO CE COVES ON, A TRANSLATOR

TRANSLATOR

(VO
...salvation of our Country. To...to "intercede" where
violent nen would work to destroy ... to destroy
Harnony. Now is the Harvest Season in ny Land, and
bring you. ..

(SHE HANDS H M THE WHEAT)
I bring you this traditional Al banian, forgive ne not
to speak English, but ny G andnother..

THE CAMERA MOVES ONTO THE GRANDMOTHER, STANDI NG NODDI NG, BEHI ND THE LI TTLE
G RL, AND THE PRESI DENT, REALI ZI NG FOR THE FI RST TI ME THAT THE OLD WOVAN | S
STANDI NG IN THE RAIN, MOVES TO HER, REMOVES H' S SU TCOAT, AND PLACES IT OVER
HER HEAD. SHE CLASPS H M TO HER BOSOM  SHE SPEAKS TO H M | N ALBANI AN.

TRANSLATOR
God bl ess you, God bless you, you are ny Son... you are
a Bringer of Peace...

VE HEAR A PHONE RI NG

ANGLE
W DER, ON THE GROUP AT THE TV, ALL SHAKI NG THEI R HEADS SADLY. AN Al DE HANDS
THE PHONE TO MOSS, WHO G VES I T TO BREAN.

BREAN
Hel | 0?

EXT ANDREWS Al RFORCE BASE DAY. CAIN, FROM THE PRESS CORPS, ON A CELL PHONE,
BEHI ND HER THE SPECTACLE OF THE PRESI DENT AND THE G RL AND THE OLD WOVAN, WVE
SEE THE RAIN | S BEI NG SUPPLI ED BY RAI NBI RD MACHI NES, THE DAY IS CLEAR.

CAIN

...getting the speech for the Wite House...?
( PAUSE)

Good. Good. Because he’'s...

ANGLE, I NT THE STUDI O, ON BREAN, ON THE PHONE.

BREAN
He can't respond to the All egations.
( PAUSE)
| don't care _h_o_w many girlscouts are picketing the ..



| ook, | ook, look, we're comng hone with G o | _d. Eh?

Tell himto hold firmfor _t w o _h o u r_s... comng hone w't
h
Gol d.
MOSS
(TO FAD KI NG
Did we ever use those costunes for the Border Patrol?
Those guys in the Leopard-Skin _H a t_s? Here's ny
i dea. ...
I NT LI MO DAY.

THE BACKSEAT OF A LI MO

AVES AND BREAN WTH A PHONE TO H'S EAR.  THE TELEVI SI ON ON, SHOWN NG THE G RL
RUNNI NG ACROSS THE FLAM NG BRI DGE, MOSS, FI DDLI NG WTH THE VOLUME ON THE TAPE
PLAYER, WHICH IS PLAYI NG "GOOD OLD SHCE. "

BREAN
(1 NTO PHONE)
1’11 hol d.
WE HEAR THE SCRATCHY RENDI TI ON OF "GOOD OLD SHOE" ON THE TAPE PLAYER

AMES
...this is a snappy song....

MOSS
What’' d ya think?

BREAN
I think it’s fine?

MOSS

It’s not too _c_|_e a n...
BREAN

No, it’'s...
(ON PHONE)

I"1l, yes, I'"mholding, but...
(TO MOSS)

No, it's ...

HE STOPS AND GESTURES MOSS TO TURN OFF THE VOLUME ON THE TAPE. THEY BOTH TURN
TOMRD THE TV, WHERE WE SEE A FREEZE FRAME OF THE G RL ON THE BRI DGE, AND AN
I NSERT OF A MAP OF ALBANI A

ANNOUNCER
Have identified the bridge, and the river fromthat
tape. It is a bridge over the river __ ,

what is it, Mayra, a "rhyne...?"
ANOTHER WOVAN | S SHOWN ON THE SCREEN, AS THE ANGLE W DENS.

MAYRA
Actual ly, Bess, it’s an ode, an ancient Al bani an ode,
praising the river, this particular river, the
, as a source of p e a c e It isironic that....

BREAN



BREAN

(ON PHONE)
Look: I'"mbringing in a tape, | need it copied AT ONCE
onto an old acetate, and stuck in the Library of
Congress. GCotta Happen Today.

MOSS
In the Fol k Miusic Section.

BREAN
In the Folk Music Section. W'IlIl be inin...

ON THE TV SCREEN, NOW 1S SENATOR NOLE. BREAN HANGS UP THE PHONE.

| r_o n_i_c Bess, that while Peace is At Hand, the spectre

of disgrace, u n r_e_s_t haunts the President, who, scant

days fromthe El ection...
I NT. MALL -- DAY

BREAN MOSS AND AMES.
WALKI NG -- AN Al DE G VES BREAN A PHOTO

BREAN
...this the Quy.

MOSS
Oh, he’s gonna be Aces.

BREAN
Where i s he now?

MOSS

( SHRUGS)
Sonme, military... Special Program Cklahona
sonewhere. ..

BREAN
...we get our hands on hin?

MOSS
They got hi m standi ng by.

BREAN
What’'s the thing with Morse Code. ..

MOSS
Ch, you’'re gonna love this:

INT MALL H Q , SHOESTORE DAY.

WE SEE THE ASSEMBLED THRONG LI STENI NG TO THE END OF THE SONG " GOOD OLD SHCE, "
RAPT. BREAN RI SES, AND FLIPS OFF THE TAPE.

BREAN
Who said, "I care not who wites a country’'s |aws, so



long as | can wite its songs..."? Stanley Mss,
fol ks. ..

THE GROUP STARTS APPLAUDI NG

MOSS
Hey, hey, I'mjust the Producer, |I'mjust the
St at i _on ma s t e r, Johnny Geen wote that song, a
nd. ..
AMES
All we have to do nowis sell it to the President.
BREAN

No, I'mtelling you, this guy, _t h i _s guyis a c _e_s, this
guy is the Kitty's Sleepwear, _t_h_i_s guy, they should of

given him _e v_e _r_y Oscar.

AN Al DE ENTERS, HOLDI NG A BOX G NGERLY, SHE BRINGS IT TO

E v er y Gscar. This is the...

BREAN, WHO OPENS I T,

HOLDS I T TO THE CAMERA, | T CONTAINS A RATTY OLD 78 RECORD "FOLKLCORE OF THE
RURAL SOUTH, VOLUME THREE, ' GOOD CLD SHOE® WRI TTEN AND SUNG BY NATHANI EL

HORN, 1934, ATHENS, GA."

BREAN
(HOLDING I T UP)

Wll, t h i _s is genius. Wo did this?
MOSS

My prop guy, had a guy out here.

BREAN
(TO THE Al DE)

Get it in the stacks at the Library of Congress,
(TO THE ASSEMBLE)

Who's seeing the guy at CB.S. ?

A YOUNG WOVAN RAI SES HER HAND.

BREAN
Toni ght, you renenber sone _s o _n_g, fromyour
-9
days, sonething about a Good A d Shoe...
Al DE
...tonight...
BREAN

You're with himtonight, watching the President’s
Speech, when the President...

Al DE
What if he's busy tonight?

BREAN
L ur_ehm
( PAUSE)

Al DE
What are you saying...

Now.



BREAN
Well, darlin’” _1 ain’'t your confessor. Tell himyou ve
got sone info on the President’s sex scandal, it’s on
your conscience, believe nme, he’'ll drop what he's
doing. Okay; _ N o w Folks, folks, folks, thisis a
shitty business, and it needs no Ghost Cone Fromthe
Grave to tell us that. But in Six Days, Lord willing

n Jesus Tarries, | amgoing to take you beauties into
the second term ..... wait til you hear the speech
tonight. The 3-0-3 Speech... where’'s the Fad King, by
t he way. ..

Al DE

(ON THE TELEPHONE, LOCKI NG WORRI ED)
...on the way in.

BREAN
When you. ..

(TO Al DE)
What ? |’ m busy.

Al DE
It’s the Wiite House.

HE HANDS THE PHONE TO BREAN.

BREAN
_Hel | _ o
( PAUSE)
What ?
MOSS
What ?
BREAN
What do you nean he won't do it?
( PAUSE)
He won't do _w h_a t?
(TO MOSS)
He won’t do the sp...
(TO PHONE)
It’s what? It's c¢c_ o r _n y? _Co r_n_y? |Is that the word?
o
_C_O0 u r_s eit’'s corny. W wuldn't have him _s a_y the
flippin thing it wasn't corny. Put... listen, it’'s
not a question, we're locked i _n to this speech. NO
We're, Are You Listening? LOCKED IN. W're, we're
playing way p_a s t it, we're p_a s _t it -- it’'s the set-up
for...he has _g o t to say the speech.
( PAUSE)
Tell Armes to neet nme at the West Gate in...
(HE CHECKS H S WATCH AND HANGS UP THE
PHONE)
ANGLE

AT THE TV, MOSS IS WATCHI NG THE TELEVI SION WHI CH | S SHOWN NG THE " CHANGE
HORSES CAMPAI GN. " WE SEE TWO KI DS W TH SOAPBOX RACERS.

KID ONE



(OF H S MACH NE)
...change it, but | said to ny dad, "You Don’t Change
Horses in the Md..."

MOSS
(OF TV)
Can you believe this shit?

BREAN GRABS MOSS, AND THEY EXIT HURRI EDLY. THE TV GOES TO A CARD READI NG
"COW TTEE TO RE- ELECT THE PRESI DENT," AND THEN TO A TALK- SHOW FORVAT, THE
WOVAN SPEAKI NG TO A HI GHLY DECORATED GENERAL.

GENERAL
Yes. Thank God, | say. Thank God for the B-2 Bonber.
Thank _ G o_d for it, for it is not an engine of War, but
an engine of D e t e r_r_e n_c_e, as we've seen, and were it
for that deterrence, who is to say, but that American
bl ood, would, even _n_o_w...

EXT WH TEHOUSE. PENNSYLVANI A AVE.  DAY.

MANY PLACARDS, ON THE GROUND, SHOW NG MAPS OF ALBANIA, IN A RED CI RCLE WTH
THE RED LINE THROUGH I T, HELD ALOFT, PLACARDS READI NG "DON T CHANGE HORSES, "
PHOTOPLACARDS SHOW NG THE PRESI DENT W TH THE G RLSCOUT AND THE MOTTO " THANK
HEAVEN FOR LI TTLE G RLS. "

A REPCORTER IS | NTERVI EW NG A POLI CENMAN.

POLI CEMAN

(TALKI NG I NTO A M CROPHONE)
I was in the Vietnam Conflict, and I want to tell you
that a man who could do what the President did -- |
r e s p e c_t him But, on _t_h i_s issue....

EXT VWH TEHOUSE WESTGATE. DAY.
A VAN MARKED "JI FFY LOCKSM THS" IS WAVED THROUGH THE GATE.

ANGLE
AT THE DRI VETHROUGH PORTI CO, AMES WAI TI NG WE SEE THE VAN, ON VWH CH SOVEONE
HAS SPRAYPAI NTED " FUCK ALBANI A. "

I NT VWHI TEHOUSE.

AMVES, CAIN AND LEVY STANDI NG THERE, WAI TI NG AS BREAN AND MOSS, DRESSED I N
LOCKSM THS COVERALLS, ENTER THE WWH TEHOUSE/
CAMERA TRAVELS W TH THEM AS THEY STRI DE DOWN THE HALL.

MOSS

(TO AN Al DE)
Genme al |l your secretaries, puttemin an office now,
Wuld you? Wuld you do that?

( PAUSE)
Gnmre thirty secretaries...

AMSBE NODS AT LEVY, WHO TAKES OFF ON HI S MASTER S BUSI NESS.

MOSS
I need the President. Five minutes of his tine. Eh?



Five... "the speech is corny"...??

(TO BREAN)
You know, this is what they used to say when | went out
to Hollywood. "It's too theatrical"... | cane fromthe
Theatre, and, anything, over their heads, "It’'s too
Theatric..."
AMES
He thinks it’'s too...
BREAN
First of all, we're locked i _ntoit, s e c o n_d | _y:
MOSS
D o n ' t tell nme that the speech is too corny. Your guy got
caught with his hand inthe ¢ o o k i_e Jar. _ | cane to Save
him | don't need this gig, | don't need the noney, |
don't need the 't s u r_i_s ... | don't needit. _H e needs

the gig. Y r gonna go to the goddamm Doctor an exam
What've | got? He tells you you've got Cancer, you
tell him "That’'s Od Hat, gimme sonething else"...?

HE 1S STEERED | NTO AN OFFI CE, HE OPENS THE DOOR, AND WE SEE THE LAST OF TVENTY
SECRETARI ES, WANDERI NG TAKI NG SEATS I N A SMALL WAI TI NG ROOM  HE TURNS. AND
WE SEE THE BACK OF THE PRESI DENT, ENTERI NG

AMVES
M. President, this is St...

MOSS
H, Howareya? L i_s t e ntothis, willya...
MOSS TAKES A SHEAF OF PAPERS FROM HI' S POCKET AND GOES THROUGH THE DOOR FROM
THE SMALL OFFI CE | NTO THE WAI TI NG ROOM  LEAVI NG THE DOOR HALF- OPEN, THE
PRESI DENT WAI TS BEHI ND, LOOKI NG ON THROUGH THE HALF OPEN DOOR.

MOSS
(TO THE SECRETARI ES)
...Ladies, thank you for comng. | have in ny hand a
/u>. It is a photograph of a nan. His nane is

WlliamA _S c h u ma n n Heis the part of the team of
unit 303, who dropped behind Al banian Lines. W' ve
just _r_e c_e_ i_v_e_d this photograph, of Schumann in
captivity. Held by a dissident, a renegade group of
Al bani an Terrori sts.

(HE HOLDS THE PHOTOGRAPH UP)
I"mgoing to call your attention to sonething...l don't

know how many of you know Morse _C o_d e...

ANGLE
BREAN, AND AMES, |IN THE CORRIDOR. PACI NG  PAUSE.
AMES
You n_e_e _d this Schumann fell ow?
BREAN
Ronni e says we don’t need em for another four days.
( PAUSE)

...S' there a problen?



AMES
No. No...Pentagon says, Arny’'s got’em they got'min
..."Custody"...

( PAUSE)

BREAN
How s your wife?

AMVES
Fi ne.
( PAUSE)

THE DOOR BEHI ND THEM OPENS. BEAT. THEN A WEEPI NG SECRETARY COMES QUT.
BREAN, MOVES | NTO THE ROOM FOLLOWNED BY AMES, WE SEE A ROOM FULL OF
SECRETARI ES, QUI ETLY WEEPI NG

BREAN LOOKS ARCUND FOR MOSS. HE SPOTS H M THROUGH THE OPEN DOOR.

ANGLE. HI'S POV, IN THE OVAL OFFI CE, MOSS, HANDI NG THE SPEECH BACK TO THE
PRESI DENT.

MOSS
"The Speech wn't Work..."

MOSS STARTS OUT OF THE OFFI CE, BACK TOMRD THE CAMERA, AND THEN TURNS BACK TO
THE PRESI DENT.

MOSS
...and see if you can keep your dick in your pants two
nore weeks, w i _ | _ | _y a...?

(HE CLOSES THE DOOR)
(TO H MSELF, DEROGATORILY)
"...speech won’t work..."

AS HE STARTS TO LEAVE THE ROOM ONE OF THE WEEPI NG SECRETARI ES TAKES H S HAND
AND KI'SSES I T. ..

HE PICKS UP H S LOCKSM TH KI' T, AND STARTS DOM THE HALL, MOTI ONI NG TO H' M TWO
SECRET SERVI CE ESCORTS, "LET'S &O..."

HOLD ON THE WAI TI NG ROOM ONE OR TWO RESI DUAL WEEPI NG SECRETARI ES DABBI NG AT
THEIR EYES. AND A SI GN ON THE BOARD, READI NG _ 6 DAYS TO ELECTI ON, AND % | N-
FAVOR -- 37% AN Al DE GOES OVER TO THE BOARD, A PHONE TO HI S EAR, AND W PES
QUT 37% AND | NSERTS 27%

I NT STUDI O APARTMENT NI GHT.

A YOUNG FELLOW I N BLUEJEANS AND T- SHI RT, EATI NG POPCORN OUT OF A BOAL AND
WATCHI NG TELEVI SI ON.
ON THE TELEVI SI ON, THE PRESI DENT, | N THE OVAL OFFI CE.

TV (VA CE OVER)
Ladi es and Gentl enen, the President of the United
St at es.

WE SEE THE FORM OF THE PRESI DENT COVE TO THE PCDI UM AND CAIN MOVES TO THE
BACK OF THE READYROOM WHERE SHE WATCHES, THROUGH A TWO-WAY M RRCOR, THE BACK
OF THE PRESI DENT, AS THE PRESI DENT PREPARES TO G VE THE SPEECH. WE SEE,
BEYOND THE PRESI DENT THE PODI UM AND THE GLASS W TH THE TELEPROVPTER TEXT
PRINTED ON I T, AS IT SCROLLS UP, AND WE SEE CAIN FOLLOW ALONG, ON THE TEXT AT
HER HAND.



PRESI DENT
Thank you, would you be seated, please.

( PAUSE)
Ladies and Gentlenen... | thank. A nerciful God. And
I am sure each and every one of us wll thank that
Suprene Power, whatever we conceive that power to be --
that peace is at hand.

MURMUR AMONG THE PRESSCORPS. THE PRESI DENT CLEARS HI S THROAT, AND TAKES A SIP
OF WATER
CAIN LOOKS UP, AND WE SEE ON A VI DEOVONI TOR, WHI CH SHOAS A REARVI EW OF THE
PRESI DENT, THE SAME TELEPROWPTER | MAGE HE SEES, WH CH READS:
... That peace is at hand...
(CLEAR THROAT AND TAKE A DRI NK)

ANGLE
THE PRESI DENT, CONTI NUIN TO SPEAK.

PRESI DENT
The threat of Nuclear Terrorismhas been quelled. W
arein _c¢c o nt a ot with the Al banian Prem er, who assures

me, and this governnment _c¢_r_e d_i_t_s his assurances, that
his country does not wish us ill, and _h_a s not. That
the threat which we perceived was not of his w sh, or

of his making.

ANGLE
CAIN, MOUTHI NG ALONG, W TH THE SPEECH, SHE LOOKS DOMN, AND WE SEE WRI TTEN, ON
HER COPY.
of his naking
(BITE LI P)

ANGLE
AS VE LOOK UP, WE SEE THE PRESI DENT BI TING H' S LI P, AND CONTI NUI NG W TH THE
SPEECH.

PRESI DENT
From whence did it cone? Qur information states it
came froma snmall group of arnmed, dissidents. O Arned
and Violent Dissidents...

ANGLE
ON CAIN, AS SHE LOOKS AROUND.

ANGLE, HER POV.
THE GROUP, LI STENI NG SPELLBOUND.

ANGLE
CAIN, AS SHE SM LES TO HERSELF.

ANGLE
ON THE PRESI DENT. AS HE CONTI NUES.

PRESI DENT (C)
But that group has been, in the main, subdued. Now:
How did we cone by this infornmation? And. Who subdued
that group?

(THE PRESI DENT COUGHS)



ANGLE
CAIN LOOKS DOWN AT HER SCRI PT. SHRUGS, AND LOOKS UP.

ANGLE
ON THE PRESSCORP, THE REPORTERS, LI STENI NG W DEMOUTHED, TO THE PRESI DENT’ S
SPEECH.

PRESI DENT
It fallstonmeto _r e v e al toyoua s e c r_e t.
( PAUSE)
To reveal the existence of a secret group of warriors.
Men, yes, and _w o_m e_n, trained and pl edged their

s t r_ e n_ g t h, their _s k i _|_|_s, and, if called upon

their
I _i_v_e_s, in the service of their fell ow Aneri cans
A group so secret, its very existence has been known to
just a few, and known not by a Nane, but by a

Desi gnati on Nunber, Three-Ch-Three..
| NT HEADQUARTERS | N THE SHOESTORE | N THE MALL, NI GHT.

LI Z, THE COSTUME DESI GNER, WORKI NG ON A DRAW NG OF A SHOULDER PATCH, ON A
BERET. ON ONE SKETCH WE SEE IT IS ON A BLACK BERET, ON THE ONE BELOWIT IS ON
A LEOPARDSKI N BERET.

ONE VERSI ON HAS A COUGAR W TH AN OLI LTE BRANCH, WE PAN ONTO VERSI ON TWO WHI CH
SHOWS A DOVE HOLDI NG A SWORD. THE NUMERALS 303 FI GURE PROM NENTLY ON EACH
THE BANNER FOR THE MOTTO | S BLANK.

LIz
...anybcdy know Lati n.

PRESI DENT

(VO
... nmenber of the group, was |left behind what were,
t hen, Eneny Lines.

( PAUSE)

ANGLE
ON LI Z, AS SHE WALKS THROUGH THE H Q, ON A BOARD WE SEE "DAYS TILL ELECTI ON
6" AND % I N FAVOR 82% A HUGE TV SHOAS THE PRESI DENT.

PRESI DENT
And | can only say, to those famly nenbers, _o_f group
303, which nenbers are, | know, as | speak, gathering
to confort you, the parents of the nissing nman, | can
only say,
LIz
| need a Latin Mtto, anybody known'y L a t i _n...?
PRESI DENT
....and the Albanian Governnment _j _o_i_n_s with ne, that no,
| repeat, _N o effort will be apared, to find..

ANGLE I NT LI MO, BREAN AND MOSS WATCHI NG THE TV

PRESI DENT
(ON TV)
...this brave man and to bring himhone.



BEAT. BREAN REACHES OVER AND TURNS DOWN THE SOUND.
THEY LOOK AT EACH OTHER AND SM LE.

MOSS

Trunp _t_h_a_t, Senator Nole, you Howdy Doody v_o n_t_ z.
BREAN

Not bad for governnent worKk.
( PAUSE)

Havi ng a good tine.

MOSS
Haven't had so nmuch fun since Live TV.

BREAN S| GHS, TAKES A PHOTO OF SCHUMANN FROM HI S POCKET, CAMERA SEES IT
CAPTI ONED W TH THE NAME W LLI AM SCHUMANN, ETC.

PRESI DENT
(HOLDS UP A PHOTOGRAPH)
Here's a photograph. It is a photograph of a nman.

H's name is WIlliam Schunann. He is a Master Sergeant
inthe United States Arny. A nenber of the Squad
303....dropped behind Al banian Lines. W’ve just
recei ved this photograph, of Schumann in Captivity.
Hel d by a dissident group of Al banian
Terrorists...Now, | don’t know how many of you are
famliar with the Morse Code...but...could you bring
the canera closer in here, please...?

THE CAMERA PUSHES IN, TO A SECTI ON OF SCHUMANN S SWEATER

PRESI DENT (VO

You will see his sweater is _w o r_n...it has been
unravel ed in places, and those places form dashes and
dot s.

ANGLE
THE PRESI DENT, HOLDI NG THE PHOTOGRAPH

PRESI DENT
Dashes and Dots. And those dots spell out a nessage in
t he Morse Code.
And that nessage is, "Courage, Mom.."
(PAUSE. PRESI DENT PAUSES, AS IF ALL
CHOKED UP)
And he got the nessage through. "Courage. Mm.."
(PAUSE. HE COWPCSES HI MSELF)
Well, to the Famly of WIliamA Schumann, to the Men
and Wonen of Unit 303, to ny fellowcitizens _| say
"courage." | have informed the Al bani an governnent,
and | inform_y o _u, that we will not rest until the safe
return of Sergeant Schwn&nn.
( PAUSE)
I"'mtold his unit mates gave himthe nicknane, "Ad
Shoe." Ladies and Gentlenan, we will not _t r e a_ t him
like an A d Shoe, we...

ANGLE I NT, S5HOESTORE HQ NI GHT.
AMVES, MOSS AND BREAN, LOOKI NG AT THE TV.



Trunp _t_h_a_t, Senator Nole, you Howdy-Doody- | ooki ng
o}

ANGLE
YOUNG PERSON' S APARTMENT, NI GHT.

PRESI DENT
(VO.  ON TELEVI SI ON)
...we will n_ o t be swayed, will, will not be _s w a y e d

= |

from_ _E v e

y effort to find o _u_ r Add Shoe, our..
VE HEAR A YOUNG WOVMAN' S VO CE

YOUNG WOVAN
(VO
Hey...?

ANGLE
ON THE YOUNG MAN, AS HE TURNS. WE SEE, BEHI ND HM AN UNMADE BED, AND A YOUNG
WOVAN, THE Al DE FROM THE SHOESTORE H. Q, WRAPPED I N A SHEET.

Al DE
...wasn’t there a folksong called "Ad Shoe?" Wasn't
there an old, uh ..."fol ksong"..

VWH TEHOUSE SI TUATI ON ROOM WE SEE THE BOARD, READI NG DAYS TO ELECTI ON, ET
CETERA, AND THE Al DE, STANDI NG BY THE PERCENTAGE | N FAVCOR SI GN VH CH NOW
READS 37% THE Al DE CROSSES OUT 37 AND WRI TES I N 41, THEN LI STENS, AND W PES
QUT THE ONE AND MAKES I T 47.

EXT. POOR NEI GHBOCRHOOD. NI GHT.
A BLACK LI MO GLI DES SLOALY THROUGH THE STI EET.

ANGLE, I NT THE LI MO,
BREAN AND MOSS | N THE BACKSEAT.

MOSS
It’s all, _y o_u know ... thinking ahead. Thinking
Ahead. That’'s what producing is.
( PAUSE)
It’s like being a piunber.
BREAN
Mm . .
MOSS

You do your job right, nobody should notice.

BREAN

Mmm
MOSS

S only when you fuck up, everything gets full of shit.
( PAUSE)

Do you think we could line himup for the Peace Prize?

BREAN
Hey, our job ends at the Finish Line.



MOSS
Yes, but I, well, _y o_u know...

BREAN
Just for the Symmetry of the thing...?

MOSS
...that’s right.

BREAN
If they can give Kissenger the Peace Prize, | wouldn't
be surprised to wake up and find I'd won the Preakness.

MOSS
Well, yes, but the guy d_i_d bring Peace.

BREAN
Yes, but there wasn’'t a War.

MOSS
Al'l the greater acconplishnent.

THEY LOOK AT THE TELEVI SI ON, PLAYI NG SI LENTLY.
ANGLE INS. THE TV SHOW NG THE SHOULDER PATCH OF GROUP 303, THE NUMERALS AND A

DOVE HOLDI NG A SWORD, AND A WOLF HOLDI NG AN OLI VE BRANCH. AND THE WORD
"VOLO. " BREAN | NCREASES THE VOLUME A BIT.

ANNOUNCER
"Volo," neaning, "I will." As the President bends all
h i s wll, tofind, and to restore to his country, to

his famly, and to what are his nounting | egion of
friends, WIIiam Schumann, the Conmando Ranger of

detacnent 3.0.3. -- Sgt. WIIliam Schumann...the A d
Shoe.

BREAN

(Sl GHS)

Hell of a thing...
(HE LOOKS QUT OF WNDOW  TO THE
DRI VER)

Stop there..

THE LI MO STOPS. BREAN AND MOSS EXIT THE LI MO, TAKI NG A LARGE CARDBOARD BOX
W TH THEM

ANGLE, EXT, THE LI MO
BREAN AND MOSS, BENT OVER A BOX OF WHAT ARE REVEALED TO BE COLD SHCES.

BREAN
Ya got to hand it to the Fad King.

MOSS
No, he's ny Hero.

THEY PI CK UP SEVERAL OLD SHOES, TIE THEM TOGETHER, AND BEG N HEAVI NG THEM UP
ONTO A LAMPPOST ON THE DESOLATE STREET. A SMALL AFRI CAN- AVERI CAN BOY COVB
UP, AND LOOKS THROUGH THE BOX.



KI D
...these Shoes are _r_a_t t_vy...

BREAN
Yeah, well, that’s why we’'re flinging them away. ..

THE KI D SHRUGS, TAKES SEVERAL SHOES OUT OF THE BOX. BREAN AND MOSS GET | NTO
THE LI MO, VWH CH BEG NS TO DRI VE AWAY. THE KI D BEGA NS TYI NG SHCES TOGETHER
AND WALKS DOWN THE STREET AND HEAVES ANOTHER PAIR UP TO ANOTHER LAMPPOST.

ANGLE

Rl CH NEI GHBORHOOD. SUBURBS NI GHT.

VEALTHY LOCKI NG WH TE GUY OUT WAKING H'S DOG LI MO COVES UP BEHI ND H M

BREAN GETS QUT OF HI S CAR AND TAKES A CARDBOARD BOX QUT, AFTER HM HE
RUMVMAGES THROUGH THE BOX. FINDS A PAIR OF RATTY "SPERRY TOPSI DER, " AND FLI NGS
THEM UP | NTO THE TREE.

INT RICH WHI TE FELLOW S HOUSE. NI GHT.
THE MAN ENTERS THE BACK- DOOR, W TH THE DOG
INT LIVING ROOM H S WFE, KNI TTI NG LISTENI NG TO THE RADI O

MAN
...there was a fellowin a |inousine, outside,
t hrow ng. ..

SHE SHUSHES HM WE HEAR, ON THE RADI O

RADI O

(SI NG NG AS PER THE RECORDI NG WE HEARD

PREVI QUSLY)
..."Dog Was Loyal, and the Dog was True...n' there's
never been a better than ny Good A d Shoe...Good Ad
Shoe. .. Good A d Shoe...Never have ta call’imwhen
there’s Wirk to do...If | get to Heaven when the Day is
Through. 1’1l know I'Il see himwaitin, Jest a Good
ad shoe..."

ANGLE, ON THE MAN, AS HE NODS ALONG IN TI ME, TO THE W SDOM OF THE SONG

F.M ANNOUNCER (VO
...was just discovered. A 1930 s recording, part of
the fol ksong collection of the Library of Congress, and
a fitting...

THE MAN, MOVED, GOES INTO THE KI TCHEN, WHERE HE POURS H MSELF A DRI NK|
SWTCH NG ON THE TV, WHERE WE SEE JI M BELUSHI, DA NG "PANE:" ON SOVE TALK
SHOW

JI' M BELUSHI
...and there's just one thing I'd like to say, and | am
speaking to those in Al bania who have the man in
custody, and fromthe bottom of ny heart:

HE TURNS TOMRD THE CAMERA, AND BEG NS SPEAKI NG | N ALBANI AN.

DI SSCLVE



I NT FACTORY LUNCHROOM  DAY.

A BUNCH OF WORKERS EATI NG, SOUNDS OF HEAVY MACHI NERY IN THE B. G, AS OTHER
WORKERS ENTER. SEVERAL PECPLE WATCHI NG A SOAP OPERA.

ANGLE
ONE WORKER, WTH A T-SH RT READI NG, " COURACGE, MOM " AND A PHOTO OF SCHUVANN,
CHECKS HER WATCH, AND SW TCHES THE CHANNEL TO A NEWSCAST.

NEWSCASTER (ON TV)
...the CGity _C o u n_c_i_|I|, Denying the charges of...and this
just in...the search for WIIliam Schumann conti nues.
NATO, US, and Al bani an Forces continue to scour the

countryside, as...

ANGLE
ANOTHER SMALL GROUP OF WORKERS, SEVERAL WEARI NG " FUCK ALBANI A" T-5H RTS. ONE

I NT SHOESTORE H. Q

THE BLANK "% I N FAVOR' CHART. IS FILLED IN BY THE HAND OF AN AIDE. | T READS
"87." CAMERA PULLS BACK TO SHOW " 3" DAYS TIL ELECTI ON.

BREAN AND MOSS AND THE FAD KING LEAVING THE OFFI CE, AN Al DE COMES AFTER THEM

Al DE
... Wiite House wants to know about the Congressional
Medal of Honor.

BREAN
What about it?

Al DE
For Schumann.

BREAN
vell, well, well, well, wait a mnute, we got 86
percent. W bring'emback t_ o mo r_r_o_w the charts go up,

they don't go _d o _w n...

THEY WALY THROUGH THE MALL, PAST A NEWSSTAND SHOW NG TI ME AND NEWBWEEK BOTH
OF VWH CH BREAN PI CKS UP, ONE SHOWS THE PHOTO OF SCHUMANN AND THE LEGEND,
"COURAGE, MOM " THE OTHER A PHOTO OF SCHUMANN, AND THE LEGEND, "G VE H M
BACK. " THE VENDOR | S WEARI NG A "303" T-SHI RT.

BREAN
| don’t wanna tell themtheir business, but why not
wait to give it tohim_a f t e r the election. Wen he's

gonna need sone help....

THE Al DE NCDS AND RETI RES.
BREAN GESTURES AT THE KID WTH THE 303 T- SHI RT.

BREAN
_Ki_n_g...

FAD Kl NG
Al'l part of the Service we Render.

MOSS



(OF BREAN, TO FAD KI NG
He ain"t seen _n o t _h i _n

FAD Kl NG
When do you bring em back? Schunann.

BREAN
(LOOKS AROUND)
Schunmann. W’ re gonna go pick himup tonight.

FAD KI NG
Where i s he?

BREAN
Qut in Gl ahomn.

MOSS
Going to nake a little stop back hone, pick up ny
shirts, show hima little treat.

FAD Kl NG
See y' at the Finish Line.

AS THEY WALK AWAY, MOSS CALLS BACK.

MOSS
Tell’emto fly the I naugural Speech past ne.

BREAN
I naugur al Speech, press corp’s gonna be jeal ous of
giving up that one...

MOSS
Hey, lemme close out the thing in style.

MOSS
|"ve cone to feel It’s ny thing.

( PAUSE)
You know, you take a job... You take a job, and, nany
tines, it'’s _j_u_s t ajob. And then...

BREAN

Hell of a Ride, Stanley...

i s n ' tit?

( PAUSE)
Hey, what-the-hey ... it’s all part of the
bittersweet...
HE GESTURES W TH H S HANDS, LOOKI NG FOR THE WORD.
INT L. A LAKERS, STADI UM NI GHT.

BREAN AND MOSS. LOOKI NG ON, A SILENT AUDI TORI UM MOSS TALKI NG ON THE PHONE.
BREAN SHUSHES HM  MOSS LOOKS UP.

ANGLE H'S P. O V.

THE LAKERS, AND THE OPPCSI NG TEAM SI LENTLY, I'N TWDO RANKS, LOOKI NG ON AS A



CHO R OF YOUNGSTERS OF ALL RACES FI LES ONTO THE COURT, AND, DI RECTED BY THEIR
CHO RHASTER, BEG NS TO SI NG | N MANY PART HARMONY, "@GOOD OLD SHCE."

AS THEY CONCLUDE, THE BASKETHALL PLAYERS TAKE OFF THEI R SHOES, AND FLI NG THEM
I NTO THE STANDS, WH CH CHEER

ANGLE
BREAN, MOSS, AND AMES, I N A SKYHOX, WATCH NG THE SPECTACLE.
BREAN SHAKES H S HEAD | N SATI SFACTI ON.

MOSS
No business like it.

THEY WALK OQUT OF THE BOX.

I NT LI MO, LEAVING THE STADIUM POURING RAIN. THE GUARD MOTI ONS FOR THE LI MO
TO STOP, CHECKS THEIR |.D., AND SAYS, "COURAGE, MOM.." THE GUARDS VEAR A
LAPEL PIN OF AN OLD SHCE.

ANGLE
MOSS AND BREAN LOCKI NG QUT OF THE W NDOW

ANGLE, THEI R POV.
EVERY TREE AND LAMPPOST HAS A PAIR OF OLD SHOES HANG NG IN I T.

ANGLE I NT THE LI MO

BREAN, MOSS, AND AMES, BREAN NCDDI NG DEEP | N THOUGHT.

THE RADIO IN THE LI MO IS PLAYI NG AN AUDI O VERSI ON OF THE "DON' T SW TCH
HORSES, " COMMVERCI AL.

CONHOY
(VO
Rode the fifteen mles fromthe B o t t o ml _a n d, n'l was

gonna switch himfor a _f r_e s h e r one to do the Ropin'...
CONBOY #2
(VO

Waal , but, you know, ny Paw al ways said, Ya Don’'t

Switch Horses...

ANNOUNCER
Don’t switch Horses. Vote. And vote for the man who
brought p e a c_e to...

MOSS REACHES OVER AND TURNS OFF THE RADI O S| GHS.

Fucking a ma t e u r_s. Pity of it is, two nore days, we

bring it all back hone...

BRKAN
... knock wood. ..

MOSS

And who's gonna know?
( PAUSE)

Who' s gonna know what we did.
( PAUSE)

Who' s gonna know...?



BREAN
( SHRUGS)
Pride of a job-well-done...

AMES
It’s the Pride of a Job Well Done, Stanley, yes, but
it’s _m o _r_e than that.

MOSS
(DI STRACTED)
1%

AMES
It’s the gratitude of your _p_a r_t_vy, and of your

MOSS
| zzat the thing...

AMVES
Indeed it is.

MOSS LOCKS QUT OF THE W NDOW

ANGLE, OQUT OF HHS WNDOW AN L. A VIADUCT, I N THE POURI NG RAI N, SPRAY
PAI NTED, WTH A HUGE MURAL OF SCHUNMANN, AND THE WORDS, " COURAGE, MOM.."

BREAN
(ON H S PHONE)
Dean City, Cklahona...

( SHRUGS)
Arny Special Prograns -- tell’emto bring Schumann to
the plane, n we'll bring himback, stash himthe
Hospital...Call the plane....tell ne where to pick’m

up.

MOSS LOCKS QUT OF THE WNDOW AT THE MURAL. LOOKS OVER | N ADM RATI ON AT
BREAN.

MOSS
I"1l bet you re good at Chess.

BREAN
I would be, | could renenber how all the pieces nove...

I NT CORPORATE JET NI GHT.

THE Al RBORNE JET, N GHT, BREAN AND MOSS RELAXI NG

A CO-PILOT COVES BACK I NTO THE CABIN, AND CAMERA HI NGES HM TO A BAR -- HE
TAKES OQUT A BOTTLE AND TOPS UP DRI NKS FOR THE TWO MEN - -

HE PROGRESSES DOWN THE Al SLE, WHERE WE SEE AMES ON THE PHONE.

AMES

(ON PHONE)
...aspect of the inaugural which.... No. No, the
thinking is, to _Wa i_t on the Congressional... hello?

(TO THE CO- PI LQT)
We getting sone.... hello? Sone interference...?



CO PI LOT
Littl e rough weat her.

AMES

(AS THE PHONE COMES BACK ON)
To wait on the Congressional Medal for Schumann. Mss
and Brean think, and | agree, why spend it til you need
it.

( PAUSE)
No. Go ahead and pre... go ahead and p_r_e p_a r_eit.
Sur e.
( PAUSE)
Well, you... hello? You can find the info on himin
the Arny Special... Hello? The Arny Special Prograns.

CAMERA TRAVELS UP THE CABIN AGAIN, WTH THE CO- PI LOT.

CO PI LOT
We're seeing sone difficult weather out of Cklahoma --
but the captain thinks that we'll be fine.

BREAN

(TALKI NG ON THE TELEPHONE)
Agai nst...who could be aggressor....Help ne out

here...Units of 303, the Defense Departnent confirns,
early this norning, Albanian Tinme, stornmed a nountain
hi deaway, near the city of -- help ne out here -- and
freed a tired, but happy WIIiam Schumann, Suffering
no casualties. Hs condition is reported as Cuarded,
and his route to the US has not been disclosed, but a
hi gh Wite House source confirms he is expected in
Washi ngton tonorrow norning...no, that's for the wire
service. Modss’'s working on Big Bird s | naugural

( PAUSE)
Nine AM..?

(TO MOSS)
Nine? M ss the conmmuters, but...

MOSS

...we'll gettimin their cars.

BREAN

(1 NTO PHONE)
Yeah, we'll gettemin their cars.

(TO SELF)
I"m sl owi ng down. ..

(TO PHONE)
No, no. Look, lookit: | think it’'s a mstake, well,
"Il _t_e | _| you why: you got’emby the balls, =S q u e e z_

e.

( PAUSE)
Because Schumann’s the Shark. He's ... _J a w_s. You have
to _t e a_ s _eem.. Youdon't puttemin the first reel of
the novie...

(MOSS NODS)
Bringemback s | o w the President... No, no, put him

on. Put himon.
(PAUSE. HE COVERS PHONE)
Presi dent wants to reveal Scbumann before the el ection.



MOSS

Bi g m st ake.

BREAN

(1 NTO PHONE)
Hell, yes, we’'re, we're on our way to get himnow No.
Lookit: it's like a girl with her virginity,

y’ under st and. . .
MOSS NODS ALONG

BREAN

( CONT)
Quy says he'll respect her tonorrow, he mi_g_h_t, but why
take a chance? Hold out til after you' re married.
That’'s... that’'s.... looky, we're offering’ em Schunann,
make em _v_o_t e for hhhh.... psychologically, they wll
understand that that’'s the bargain. Make them pay for
him Mke... that’'s right, the price is their vote.

Now, we bring himhonme, the President announces he is

flying _h o me he's _h e r_e he’s t _h e r_e... f'there
t he
el ection, TA DA, here he is.
( PAUSE)
Have himsay it like | wote it, It'Il be fine.
Thanks.
(HE HANGS UP.)
Labor, five bucks an hour. |If you w a t c¢c_h, _t e n bucks an
hour. If you _h e | _p ... if you _h e | p, a_h undr_e
_d bucks an
hour .
MOSS
Hey, lcokit: _a n_y business...
BREAN
Ainnt t h a t the truth.
( PAUSE)
MOSS
Whatt aya gonna do when this is all over?
BREAN
What am _| gonna do? |’'m gonna "Fade Away."
(SM LES)
What are you gonna do?
MOSS
( LAUGHS)
well, 1'll be dammed if I _k_n_o_w... you know... doing
this t h i _n g...
( PAUSE)
You know what the worst word is, in the English
Language? It’'s retirenent.” What the h_e | | was |
thinking of? Hell, | used to...

BREAN NUDGES HHM TO LOOK AT THE TV.

THEY SETTLE BACK, LOOK AT THE TV.



ANGLE, ON A TV, A COUNTRY MUSI C SPECTACULAR. W LLIE NELSON | S CALLED TO THE
STAGE, SITS ON HI'S STOOL, PLAYS A FEW BARS FOR NOTHI NG AND THEN
ARENDITIONOF" COURAGE, _MOM"

ANGLE, | N THE AUDI ENCE, PAN OVER THE FACES, ONE TEENAGE GIRL IN A 858
SWEATSHI RT, BEARI NG THE LOGO, AND THE WORD, "VOLO," IS SILENTLY, TEARFULLY,
MOUTHI NG THE WORDS ALONG W TH W LLI E.

W LLI E NELSON
"What have you got at the end of the day? How do you
keep those fears at bay? Wat do you say, when there's
nothin to say? Cour_ag. e, Mo m.."

(ET CETERA)

ANGLE
MOSS AND BREAN.

BREAN
We pick up Schunmann. Sneak hi m back inside the Beltway.
And we plan his honeconing. Zt's gone be Neil
Arnstrong, Dr. Livingston, and L _i_n_d_y...They' re gonna
forget, they' re gonna forget, they' re gonna forget that
there _i_s an election...The Pres’s gonna have to say,

one of his speeches, "Don't forget to Vote..."

MOSS
| got it in the inaugural. "Thank you for voting for
me, but, _a_ s inportantly: Thank you for _v_o t_ i _n_g...

(HE GESTURES AT A SHEAF OF PAPERS)

BREAN
(GRINS)

Getting off on the inaugural ?
(MOSS NODS)

Gonna go. ..

MOSS
Mght, if | was asked...
(HE SM LES)

ANGLE THE OKLAHOVA Al RPORT. NI GHT.

IN THE POURI NG RAI N, THE PLANE, BEI NG WAVED TO A PARKING SPACE. IN THE B. G
AN ARMY TRUCK, SURROUNDED BY CHASE CARS, PULLS UP, WE READ, "UN TED STATES
ARMY. SPECIAL P..." AND THE REST OF THE WORD OBSCURED.

ANGLE
I NT THE PLANE. AS THE TWO UNBUCKLE, AND STRETCH.

MOSS
But, you know, _t _h i _s is the nmeeting, Ron? You think
about it. _ T h i_s is the neeting. This, here. Schumann
and us. King Kong and the Trainers...this's it... \Wat

are you wor ki ng on?

ANGLE
ON BREAN, WHO IS DOCDLI NG

BREAN



Medal . Medal and Ri bbon.

MOSS
O what ?

BREAN
The Al bani an Canpai gn.

MOSS
(TO H MSELF)
...the Al banian Canpaign. This... this is history...

AMVES COMES UP FROM THE BACK OF THE PLANE.

AMES
... The Al bani an Canpai gn. ..

MOSS
...like the s o u n dof it, eh...

AMES
We've got to put that, into the Inaugural. "I have
here, a ribbon. You haven't seen it before, and you
will not see it too often _n_o w For it is the Proud
Possession of a few, a very few Men and Wenen... it is
the Ri bbon of the Al banian Canpaign...."

THE OTHER TWO LOOK AT H M ADM RI NGLY.

MOSS
Wlfred, that’'s not bad.

BREAN
That's not bad at all.

AMES
Wl l, you know, "The Whole Thing's Theatre..."

THE OTHER TWO MEN LAUGH WTH H M

BREAN
Napol eon said, fellow won't sell you his life, but he
wWill trade it to you for a little piece of ribbon.

MOSS
...the Al bani an Canpai gn.
( PAUSE)
And we won’t even be a footnote...

BREAN
W w e r_e the Al banian canpaign, John -- We We r e _
T h e r_e.

HE CLEARS H S THROAT. HE LOOKS OQUT THROUGH THE W NDOW WE SEE A M LI TARY
CONVOY APPROACHI NG THE DOOR TO THE COCKPI T OPENS, THE PI LOT GCOES QUT.

PI LOT
Gentlenen, little problematical weather.

BREAN



Well, ¢’'n we get himback hone?

PI LOT
Could if we had to. Rather not. Rough weat her.

BREAN AND MOSS GET UP, MOVE TOWARD THE FRONT OF THE PLANE, MOSS LOOKI NG OUT

OF THE W NDOW

MOSS
Well, they' re protecting himwell enough.

BREAN
They should be. Most val uable animal since Sea
Biscuit. _I_s n_' t he...

MOSS
Bi gger than that. For want of a nail a K i_n_g_
lost...

BREAN

You've g o_t sonething, there...

AMES

(VR TI NG
Napol eon said -- A man will not sell you his
life...

THEY LOOK OUT THE W NDOW START STRAI GHTENI NG UP THEI R CLOTHI NG, ET CETERA, IN

PREPARATI ON FOR MEETI NG SCHUVANN.
BREAN LOOKS HACK OVER HI' S SHOULDER AT THE TELEVI SI ON.

ANGLE HI' S POV.

ON THE TV A PI CTURE HEADED " ANDREWS Al RFORCE BASE," AND SI GNS OF SCAFFOLDI NG
BEI NG CONSTRUCTED, AND BUNTI NG PUT UP. CUTS TO A TALKING HEAD, I N FRONT OF A

PHOTO OF SCHUMANN.

ANGLE
MOSS AND BREAN.

BREAN
...a nmasterpiece...

MOSS
( SHRUGS)
...givemwhat they want...But...

THEY MOVE TOMRD THE FRONT OF THE PLANE.
THEY RUN | NTO THE PI LOT.

PI LOT
Weat her’s worsening, sir...night be advisable, wait
out, on the ground, till..

BREAN
( NODS)

We're due at Andrews.
(LOOKS AT H S WATCH)

PI LOT
Vll, | wouldn’t goup init, lest | had to...

it



MOSS
(TO AMES)
Here he cones...

THEY HEAR THE PLANE DOOR OPEN NG
THEY ALL STRAI GHTEN UP AND SM LE, AS SCHUMANN, A RAI NCOAT OVER H S SHOULDERS,
I'S LED ONTO THE PLANE, FLANKED BY 4 MP.’S, AND AN OFFI CER, WTH A CL| PBOARD.

MOSS
Sergeant Schunmann? |If | nay? Welconme to History...

AMES
Sergeant Schunmann? M nane is Anes. We |l _c o me.

OFFI CER
S nby naned Brean? Sign here...

BREAN
(TO THE PI LQOT)
Captain... You wanna Take' er up...?

PI LOT
Heavy weat her East of here.

BREAN
Whaddaya t hi nk?

PI LOT
Six to five and pick’em..you wanna _c_h_a n_c_e it...

THEY ARE QUI ET, AS SOUNDS OF THE TV FILTER IN. AN EXCI TED NEWSCASTER

NEWSCASTER
(ON TV)
Word that WIIliam Schumann, the A d Shoe, is
expected back, today, and that a g | i _mp_s e of him..

MOSS
Let's fly, if it'Il fly... People waiting for us...

THE PHONE RI NGS. BREAN ANSWERS | T.

BREAN
(ON PHONE. HE HAS NOT YET REG STERED
SCHUMANN)
...child at the airport...
(TO MOSS)
breaks through the ranks, runs to "old shoe" --
should we have f | _o w e r or a _b e a r...?
AMES

Unh...Didn"t we _d_ o this?

BREAN
Never quit a w nner.

MOSS
| thought they weren't neeting himat the airport...



BREAN
They insist they wanna go with neeting himat the
airport. | toldemthey're wong, | can’t convince' em
They're concerned that the last kid had the W h e a_t.

Variations include, the kidis a b o vy, the kidis _t_ wi_n_s,

it'salittle _d o g ... they rub meat on Schumann's cuff,
the dog runs to him..

MOSS
(OF SCHUMANN)
Un. . .

IN THE B. G BREAN FI NI SHES SI GNI NG THE CLI PBOARD, THE OFFI CER NODS TO THE
MP.’S, AND THEY SALUTE AND DEPART, THE OFFI CER HANDS A KEY TO BREAN.

AMVES
(OF KEY)
What's this...?

THE OFFI CER TAKES THE RAI NCOAT FROM SCHUMANN S SHOULDERS, REVEALING HE IS IN A
PRI SON UNl FORM AND HEAVI LY MANACLED. THE MAN, | S SCHUMANN, AN UNM STAKABLE
DERANGED, DROOLI NG PSYCHO- NUTTER.  HOLD.

OFFI CER
(TAKES A KEY ON A CHAI N FROM AROUND HI S
NECK -- HANDS | T TO BREAN)

Key to the manacles...

THE OFFI CER SALUTES, STARTS OQUT OF THE PLANE.

ANGLE. AMES LOCKS BACK, AT THE MANACLED SCHUMANN, AND BREAN GLARI NG OPEN
MOUTHED AT H M

ANGLE
EXT THE PLANE, THE OFFI CER RETREATI NG I N THE RAIN, TO THE TRUCK, AMES,
RUNNI NG AFTER H M

AMES

Wait wait wait wait wait wait wait wait wait...
(HE CATCHES UP W TH THE OFFI CER)

VWhat did he...what...what’s the trouble?

OFFI CER
No trouble at all.

AMES
What did he d _o...?

THE OFFI CER CONSULTS HI S CLI PBOARD.
CAMERA PANS TO SHOW THE VAN READS "M LI TARY SPECI AL PRI SONS. "

ANGLE
I NT, THE PLANE, BREAN, LOCKI NG AT SCHUVMANN. HCOLD. MOSS ENTERS THE PLANE.

ANGLE

ON MOSS, AS HE MOVES TO HI S BRI EFCASE, AND EXTRACTS THE TELEPHONE- LI KE BOCK,
HE TURNS TO THE FRONT PAGE, AND WE SEE THE TITLE IS "M LI TARY SPECI AL

PRI SONS. "

ANGLE



MOSS AND BREAN.  MOSS HANDS BREAN THE BOOK. BREAN LOOKS. TURNS TO MOSS.

THEN TO SCHUMANN.

BREAN
... how ya doi ng?

MOSS TAKES THE CLI PBOARD, AND READS, WH LE AMES SI TS STUNNED.

SCHUVANN
Fi ne.

MOSS HOLDS UP THE _M I _L_I_T_A R_Y DI RECTORY.

MOSS
I think we asked for "special prograns" and they gave
us "special prisons."

BREAN
Yeah, well -- it’s only one word difference.

AVES DRAWS MOSS ASI DE.

AMES
(SOrTO
He, uh, has he been in the "jail" |ong?

MOSS
...twel ve years.

BREAN NODS.

AMVES
Much nore...uh, he have nuch nore tine to "serve?"

MDSS SHAKES H S HEAD, SPREADS HI S HANDS APART TO ARM S LENGTH.
PAUSE
AMES
(BRAVI NG | T)
What’' d he do?

MOSS
He raped a nun.
( PAUSE)

AMES
Yeeaahhh... Ohmigod ... ohmigod... ohm god...

MOSS
( READI NG FROM THE CLI PBOARD)
.and. ..

AMES
And? NO | don’t wanna know.
( PAUSE)
What do you m e _a n "and..."?

MOSS
( READI NG
Look, | ook, |ook....
(HE HOLDS UP A SMALL VI AL, READS.)

AND



He's fine, as long as he has his nedication.

AMES
What happens if he doesn’t have his nedication?

MOSS
He’s not fine.

BREAN GOES TO THE FRONT OF THE PLANE.

BREAN
Yeah, Captain, uh, yeah, Captain, uh, y better get us
back to Washi ngt on.

BREAN POURS HI MSELF A DRI NK. PAUSE. TO SCHUMANN.

BREAN
How are’vya. ..

DI SSCLVE
I NT THE PLANE NI GHT.

| NSERT.

THE VIAL OF PILLS, LABELLED, "M LITARY SPECI AL PRI SONS, " SCHUMANN, W LLI AM

A, TWO PILLS EVERY FOUR HOURS. SHOULD THE PATI ENT BECOME VI OLENT THE DOSACGE
CAN BE | NCREASED TO. ..

THE PI LLS SPILL OQUT OF THE FRAME.

ANGLE

THE PLANE, IN A VI CLENT RAI NSTORM BUCKI NG WLDLY. AMES, ON H S KNEES,

GATHERI NG UP THE PI LLS, REPLACES THEM IN THE VI AL, SHAKES OQUT TWO, AND G VES
THEM TO SCHUMANN.  WHO TAKES THEM  MOSS THEN STRAPS HI MSELF BACK I N AND BREAN
CONTI NUES TALKI NG ON THE TELEPHONE.

THE THREE STRAPPED I N, THE PLANE TOSSI NG W LDLY. BREAN ON THE PHONE.

SCHUMANN
You gonna git ne back tonorrow?
( PAUSE)
Cause they havin _b_e a n_s tonorrow...

BREAN

(ON THE PHONE)

(HE PICKS UP A BOTTLE OF SCOTCH AND

STARTS DRI NKING FROM I T.)
A slight, a slight, well, no, we’'re gonna _d_e_a | withit,
we just, | need a little readjustnent...we need to

MOSS
Yes, WIlliam Uh, we have this _t _h i _n_g we’'re doing...

SCHUMANN
Long’s you git ne back for the beans...

MOSS
...for the beans, yes...

BREAN



(ON THE PHONE)
We're gonna, just, nmay have to call _o f_f the...

HE GESTURES AT THE SI LENT TELEVI SI ON, WHERE WE SEE THE SI GNS OF THE
SCAFFOLDI NG SI GNS READING, "WELCOVE HOME _O L_D_ _S H O E " ET CETERA..
Vel |, maybe, you know, ah, ah, he's sicker than we
t hought, and rush hi munder waps to Walter Reed to do
a conplete...

SCHUMANN

(TO AMES)
Rif y'r gonna keep nme out, |I'd kinda like the chance,
t’go to church...

(HE LEANS TOMRD AMES AND W NKS

LASCI VI QUSLY, AND NUDGES HI M I N THE

RI BS)

AMES
Oh Lord. What have you d o n_e to ne? Wiat have you _d o _n_e
tonme...?

BREAN
W fred.

AMES
...what have you d_o n_e to ne...

BREAN
Al'l Conbat takes place at night, in the Rain, and at
the Junction of four Map Segnents...

AMES
...what are we going to do...?

MOSS
He's fine, as long as he gets his nedication.

BREAN
Speaki ng of that...
(HE LOOKS AT THE VI AL)
We're gonna need a whole lot _m o r_e of this....

AMES
Well, get on the phone, and g _e t it...

MOSS
You know, | think you people are | ooking at this Al
Wong. |If you look at the b a ¢ k s t o r_y -- the guy's

com ng back from Conbat and Torture. O _c_o u r_s e heis
gonna be ... uh ... uh ... "fucked up". O _C o _u r_s_ e he
gonna "need a little help"...

(GESTURES PUTTING A HYPODERM C IN HI' S

ARM)

AMVES
(TO HI MBELF)
Ch, Lord....

ANGLE, ON THE TV, WHERE WE SEE THE PRESI DENT, WEARING AN _O L_D S HO



E BUTTON.

PRESI DENT
...a proclamation of a Day of National Rej o i _n_i

THE TELEVI SI CN GOES ALL FUZZY, THEN CONKS QUT.

...aday of Hwu mi | i t vy,  aday of P r_i_d_ e...i

Ret urn
of ...

SCHUMANN
N ybody gotta Beer...?

THE LI GHTS IN THE PLANE FLI CKER, AND THEN COVE ON, WE SEE THE LI GHTENI NG

FLASHI NG QUT OF THE W NDOW THE CO- PI LOT COVES BACK I NTO THE CABIN. . .

BREAN
(ON THE PHONE)
Just....do what | ...look: get ne a...hello...?
Hel...? 1I'mgoing toneed an _a mb ul_a n c_ e we take him
the |l ast nonent, right fromthe Pl...no, _w e land, we
puttem i _n the anbulance. Air force jet |lands, we take
sonmebody e | s e off _t h a t jet...what the fuck do _| care?
Sonebody in a Hospital gown. And we need a
...... hello? Hello...?
THE LI NE GOES DEAD.
BREAN
Cause | don’t think _t _h_i_s dog is gonna hunt....
MOSS
He's going to be fine, aren't you boy...?
BREAN
Yeah, well, perhaps...
(TO PHONE)
Speaking of which: | have a _p_r_e s c_r_i_p_t_i_o_n here,
I''m
going to give youthe _n_ u mb e r, | need you standing by
with a _c¢c r_a t e of the stuff.... it’s ... what is it?
MOSS
An anti-psychotic...
BREAN
(TO TELEPHONE)
It’s an anti-psychotic, the num.. the

nunmber...hello...hello...
BEAT. THE BUFFETI NG STOPS. THE CO- PI LOT ENTERS.
CO PI LOT
We have been experiencing sone buffeting, but | think
fromhere on out, it's going to be fine.

HE RETURNS TO THE COCKPI T. BREAN TRIES TO REDI AL THE TELEPHONE.

SCHUMANN
Long’s | git back for ny Beans.



MOSS
Thisis _n o t h i _n g, Wit'll you ve worked with a novie
star, one tine, this is nothing, we keep himshot-up
and happy -- the Add Days, | used to think I was a

_p_h_a r ma c_i_s_t, the kind of stuff I had to do. One tine

SCHUMANN
Cause the beans, y' know, y'can tell if they’'re p_ u t t i _n
stuff init.

BREAN
Uh huh. ..

SCHUMANN

So you don't have to _f_e a r it.

BREAN
Uh huh. ..
MOSS
Mmm
BREAN
What Kk _i_n_d of stuff?
(TO PHONE)
Hello...?
SCHUMANN

(PAUSE. SCHUMANN LOOKS AT THEM WARI LY)
What do you nean, "What kind of stuff?"

AMES
No, no, he didn’t nean anything at all...

BREAN
(TO MOSS)
G ve’'emanother pill...

AMES
No. No. He didn't nmean anything by it at _a | _1|...

BREAN
(TO PHONE)
Hel | 0? No, operator...
MOSS ADM NI STERS A PILL TO SCHUMANN.

SCHUMANN
What the fuck did you m e _a n, "Wuat kind of stuff?"?

MOSS
(TO BREAN)
...this is nothing. This is nothing. D you ever shoot
in | _t a |l _y? Try three Italian starlets on Benzedri ne,

this is a walk in the park...

SCHUMANN
(AS | F COM NG TO)



.who _a_r_e you?
( PAUSE)
Wo _a r_e you sonofabitches...
(HE LOOKS AROUND W LDLY)

AMES
W're just, actually, we're _f_r_i_e n_d_s of... can we get
another _p_i_ | _| into him..
SCHUMANN
Where are you _t_a k i_n_gne...?
BREAN
(TO PHONE)
Hello...?

A HUGE FLASH OF LI GHTENING THE PLANE |'S PLUNGED | NTO DARKNESS, THE ENG NES
STOP:

I NT THE DARK CABIN. THE W ND WHI STLI NG

AMVES
( SOFTLY)
Ch, Heck.

DI SSCLVE
EXT A FIELD I N MONTANA. THE WRECKED CORPORATE JET.

ANGLE

A BEATEN- UP BREAN STRUGGLES FROM THE PLANE, FI NI SHI NG A BOTTLE OF SCOTCH, HE
FLINGS IT FROM HM REACHES I N H S BACK POCKET, OPENS ANOTHER, AND, AS HE DCES
SO, HE SI NGS DRUNKENLY.

BREAN
"Hush little baby, don’t say a Wrd...Pappa's gonna buy
you a Mockingbird, if that Mcking bird don't sing,
Poppa’ s gonna buy you a dianond ring..."

AMVES, SIM LARLY BRUI SED, STUMBLES FROM THE PLANE BEH ND H M

BREAN
...kid conplains, kid cries, gets nore junk, junk don’t
work, kid cries, gets m o_r_e junk. End of the song,
house full of worthless junk, the kid s still crying.
Story of Anerica...

(HE SITS ON THE GROUND AND OPENS THE

NEW BOTTLE OF SCOTCH.)
...Z at ever bother you...?

(HE REACHES BACK | NTO THE PLANE, AND

BRI NGS QUT A SMALL TELEVI SI ON SET)

ANGLE, AS HE LEANS I NTO THE PLANE. WE SEE MOSS, LYING IN A HEAP, MOSS COMVES
TO

MOSS
... what happened...?

BREAN
I think we were experiencing a Little Technical



Difficulty.

MOSS
How s our friend?

BREAN SETS UP THE TELEVISION. TURNS I'T ON.
HE SI TS, AND TAKES THE BOTTLE FROM BREAN, AND DRI NKS.

MOSS
..."Courage. Moni...

BREAN HAS KI CKED THE TELEVI SI ON | NTO LI FE, WE SEE A MAN AND WOVAN ANCHOR,
SPEAKI NG LUGUBRI QUSLY, | NTO THE CAMERA.

BREAN
News. Like a Wedding Cake. Tons and tons of sticky
sugar, Barbie and Ken on top...

(HE HTS THE TV)
Can’t ya Tal k, you sonofabitches...?

MOSS
What the hell do _w e care?

BREAN
Eh? I'mlike the Rest of Anrerica. | don't _¢c_a r_e -- I'm
just a d di_c t e d t_o it

A PHOTO OF SCHUVMANN COVES ON THE TELEVI SI ON.  BREAN STUMBLES BACK | NTO THE
PLANE, AND HAULS THE DAZED SCHUMANN QOUT, AND PROPS H M AGAI NST THE PLANE.

BREAN
(TO SCHUMANN)
N just when everything was going so _w e | _|...

HE SI GHS. HE LOOKS AT THE TELEVI SI ON SCREEN.

ANGLE

THE CROWDS AT ANDREW S Al RKORCE BASE, THE "OLD SHCE" BANNERS, THE " COURAGE,
MOM " BANNERS. THE STILL BAND. A SHOT OF THE BANDMASTER, SURREPTI TI QUSLY,
GLANCI NG AT HI S WATCH.

MOSS
How s our friend? Wat is he, "dead?"

BREAN
Wake up.

MOSS
Is he dead?

AMES
I's he dead?

( PAUSE)
Is he dead? ARE YOU DEAD? WAKE _ U P. You stupid, nun-
rapi ng sonofoabitch.... wake _u_p... WAKE UP. Do you

want to spend the rest of your life in JAIL? WAKE _U P!
Do You Know Wwo I _A M??? I'm_t_a | _k i_n_g to you...

SCHUMANN BEG NS TO ROUSE BI MSELF.



SCHUMANN
Z'it time for Exercise?
( PAUSE)
Cause it's ny Day on the Yard.

BREAN
Cour age, Mom

AMES
h. Hell. And what do we do now? Wat do we do _n_o_w?
Boy Producer?
( PAUSE)
M ster Wn-an-Emy, Social Conscience, Wh a | _e s h i_t, save
the-rainforest, Liberal hire-a-convict _s_h_i_t_h_e_a_d?

Mster Affirmative-Action Peacnik. Conmme...

MOSS
( PAUSE)
This is nothing. ...piece of cake. Y know, producing
is being a Sanurai Warrior. They pay you, day in, day
out, for Years, so that, ONE DAY, when _c_a_|_| _e_d upon,
you can respond, your training At Its Peak, and save

t he day.

ANGLE
BREAN, SHAKING HI S HEAD. [N THE B. G, MOSS, DRI NKI NG
THE TV COVES TO LI FE.

COWWENTATOR
...long overdue, its absence unexpl ai ned.

THE NEXT SHOT | S SENATOR BUD NOLE, SPEAKI NG EARNESTLY AT THE CAMERA.

NOLE
...this...regrettable a b s e n c_e... this ...tardy a b_s_
e_n_c_e
of the flight. Mist give us pause. And, in that pause
we should take tinme to exam ne oursel ves, our plans,

and our _f u t u r_e. There has beenan ... i _n_t e r_r_e_
gnum--if
you will, of reason, while we’ve watched unfold this
drama. . ... on the world scale...
AMES
(TO H MSELF)
.1 hate this cocksucker. ..
NOLE
And, now, end how it will, this drana is done...

ANGLE MCSS, AS HE WANDERS BACK TO STARE AT THE SCREEN. THE VAST FI ELDS
STRETCHI NG AWAY | N THE DI STANCE

NOLE (O
The drana is done, and we nust pause to consider.

(HE HOLDS UP A PHOTO OF THE PRESI DENT)
And we nust consider this man. _ T h_i_s nan...who, you
will renmenber, was di scovered, scant days ago, in a



situation which _m u_s_t debar himfromPublic Ofice..
(HE HOLDS UP A SHOT OF THE PRESI DENT
AND THE G RLSCOUTS)
And | say, _w h e n we take tine to reflect, there' re going
to be a lot of apartnments for rent in Washi ngton
El ection Day. Two days from now, Folks...Don't forget

to vote.

MOSS
No, | didn’t think so.

AMVES KICKS IN THE THLEVI SION.  HE MOVES TO SCHUVANN AND LI FTS HM TO H' S FEET.

BREAN

( DRUNKENLY)
Leav't alone. Wha'd television ever do to you? Ate
your | i _f e, ruinndyour _C u | _t u r_e, but..

AMVES FI NI SHES DESTROYI NG THE TV.

AMES
I_T DE ST ROYED T_H E ELECT_OR

HE FI Nl SHES RAG NG AT THE TELEVI SI ON SET.  PAUSE.

MOSS
Cone on.

AMVES
... where?

MOSS
Cone on.

MOSS MOVES SCHUMANN | NTO A STANDI NG PGSI TI ON.

BREAN
Y' know what el se bothers ne? "Shh il baby, don’ saya
word, papa’s gon buy you a nocking bird..."

( PAUSE)

The baby don’say a word, WHAT THE FUCK | S THE
MOTHERFUCKI NG MOCKI NG BI RD GONE SAY?

( PAUSE)
You follow ne...?

MOSS
Get on your feet, boy.

BREAN
Uh huh...why?

MOSS
W' re going hone. W’'re going honme together..

BREAN
W have no hone. W're vagrants. N each nman’s hand’s
against us. W killed Ad Shoe..

(HE BEG NS TO WEEP)
We killed the Schuster...spend our life in a



packi ngcrate...\Were are you g o i_n_g...?

MOSS STARTS CODDLI NG SCHUVANN.

MOSS
Cone on, Pal, cone on Wllie, cone on, Add Shoe...

SCHUMANN
Just want to take a nap.

MOSS
He's not dead, Ronnie. He's just alittle
understandably, f a t _i_g u_e_ d.

( PAUSE)

Let’'s get himto sone help...

SCHUMANN
...gimme sone help...

MOSS
That’'s right, we'll take a nap. W’'Ill get you to
Washi ngton, we’'ll get you Back to your Buddies, and...

SCHUMANN
...just want to Get Back to the Beans...

MOSS WALKS TO BREAN, AND STARTS KI CKI NG H M

MOSS
Conme on, you fucking sissy, you think this is tough?
Try show busi ness. 1970-1990, n’ybody | worked with,
y'could of bottled their piss n'sold it in the

(TO SCHUMANN)
Cone on, Pal...

BREAN
I"mtired.

MOSS
Finish Strong! Are you n_u_t_s?
(HE STARTS SHEPHERDI NG THE TWO ACRCSS
THE VAST WHEATFI ELD)
Are you nuts? This's Pennies from_H e a v_e n... on his

triunphal return hone, A d Shoe, his Plane Forced
Down. .. AND YET...

BREAN
He's supposed to be flying in from Europe.

MOSS
W'l deal with that when we cone to it. _ T h i_sis
producing. _ T h_i_s is what they pay off on...conme on,

Pal , Boots and Saddl es. ..

AMES
...his Triunphal Plane. Shot Down.

MOSS
Shot down, Forced down...



(HE GESTURES, MEANING THIS IS A M NOR
PO NT)
You guys are _mi_s s i_n_git... Youre mssing the

o _p_p_or_t uni_ t_ vy
THE GROUP TRUDGES OFF.

SCHUMANN
Isn't it time for ny Pill...?

DI SSCLVE
I NT VAST COMBI NE HARVESTER DAY. STOPPED IN A WHEATFI ELD.

QUTSI DE, AN ENDLESS WHEATFI ELD.

I NSI DE, BREAN, MOSS, AMES AND SCHUMANN, CRAMMED | NTO THE PASSENGER SPACE OF
THE HUGE MACH NE. THE DRI VER WATCHI NG A SMALL TELEVI SI ON, AS HE DRI VES, THE
EARPI ECE IN H S EAR

ANGLE, THE TELEVI SI ON, SHOWS THE DESERTED RUNWAY AT THE Al RFORCE BASE. THE
CROWD BREAKI NG UP.

ANGLE. THE THREE I N THE PASSENGER SPACE COF THE COVBI NE.

MOSS
T h_i_sis producing. This is, thisis, _t h i_sis the
Beauty Part. You' ve got your fortune right here, and
you were ready to throwit away. Because he's got a

P r_ o b |l e n? Fit was easy, _a n_y o _n_e wuld do it.
( PAUSE)

Oto Preminger. Had to filma scene, in EXODUS. The

procl anmation of the State of Israel. Needed twenty

t housand extras, n’ Jerusal em Park. Not enough noney to

pay’ em \What did he do? Wat did he do? Printed up

signs: Be in a novie, fifteen skekels. He C h_a r_g e d
-- had to turnemaway. _ T h_a t ' s producing. That's
produci ng... n’you know, soneday, people re gonna tell

t_h_i_s story...

BREAN
You can't tell this story.

MOSS
Why not ?
BREAN
Some’ b’y' Il have you kill ed.
MOSS
Ha ha. No, no, not n_o w not n_o_w of course, But
Soneday... when they tell _t h_ i_s story...
AMES
You can't tell this story. He's not kidding you.
( PAUSE)
You can't tell this story. _ Y o_u knew that.
( PAUSE)

The pay off was, you get to be Anbassador, or...

MOSS



ANGLE

No, no, no...

SCHUMANN
...isnt it tinme for ny Pill...?

BREAN
And what the fuck story are you gonna tell? The guy is
a_n_u.t_c_a_s_e.
MOSS
You would be, two, if you'd gone through what he went
t hr ough.

BREAN
He raped a _N u_n...

MOSS

What he went through in _A |l _b a n_i_a...
BREAN

He's doped tothe G i | _ | _s ...
SCHUMANN

...where’s ny I'il _p_i_ | _1?

MOSS
(TO BREAN)
Show sone conpassi on.

BREAN
and he spent the last twelve years in a Mlité&y
Prison...
( PAUSE)

AMES
How do we explain _t_h _a t?

MOSS
...how do we Explain That? Hey? AmI| worried...?

AMES
...how do we explain that? Wth the Wrld Wt chi ng.

MOSS
_F u c kthe wrld. Try aten AM _p_i_t _c_h neeting, no
sl eep, coked-to-the-gills, and you haven’'t even read
the _ma t e r i _al.

AMES
But how do we explain the fact he was in prison?

MOSS
How do we explain that? Ah, well, you see, WIfred,
this is where you ve never been at a _p_i_t_c_h. You see?
Hs r_ e c o r_d s say he was in prison ... as they nust, as
_a_|l_| the records of Group 303 have the nmen and the

wonen, carried on their roster, as bel ongi ng sonewhere
else, the s e c r_e c_y required of....



MOSS STI LL TALKING THE HARVESTER CONTI NU NG DOAN THE ENDLESS ROWNS OF WHEAT,
MOVI NG AWAY FROM THE CAMERA.

DI SSCLVE
EXT TINY OLD FASH ONED OKLAHOVA GAS STATI ON DAY.

THE OMNER, BOOTS PROPPED ON THE COUNTER, WATCHI NG AN OLD BLACK AND WHI TE
TELEVISION. | T I'S SENATOR NCLE.

NOLE
Get out and vote, get _o_u_t and vote, but renenber the
di fference, between a Pronise, and a _d e e _d -- a prom se-

and- a- deed. . .

HE HALF TURNS H S HEAD, ACRCSS THE H GHAWAY WE SEE THE HARVESTER, W TH MOSS AND
BREAN AND SCHUMAN AND AMES. AMES STAYS BEHI ND, TO TALK WTH THE DRI VER OF
THE HUGE HARVESTER COVBI NE.

ANGLE

ON BREAN AND MOSS, WHO WALK SCHUMANN ACROSS THE HI GHWAY.

IN THE B.G WE SEE AMES TALKING TO THE DRI VER OF THE HARVESTER, WHO IS A
SMALL, H SPANI C MAN.

ANGLE ON THE THREE, AS THEY APPROACH A PAYPHONE QUT BY THE GAS STATI ON.
MOSS
(TO BREAN)
..."down safely," crew perished in the Crash....
BREAN
(SHAKING HI'S HEAD TO CLEAR I T.)
No, I'mOn Top of it...

MOSS
"...unsure whether or not Eneny Action..."

BREAN
No, I'mfine... | got it together....

MOSS
.but. ..

THEY STOP BY A TELEPHONE.

BREAN
You got a dine....?

MOSS HANDS HI M A DI MVE.

BREAN DI ALS.
BREAN
(TO PHONE)
Hel | o.
( PAUSE)
Hello. 1'mfine. W’'re fine. W're... stand by to
copy this, will... just get a pencil.... He is Down

Safely, though. ..

ANGLE



ON MOSS, AS HE WALKS THE GROGGY SCHUMANN TOMRD THE GAS STATI ON.

MOSS
... how ya feeling, boy?

SCHUMANN

MOSS
... " bout ready to Mx it Up...?

SCHUMANN
Is today Laundry Day...?

CAMERA TAKES THEM | NTO THE SMALL GAS STATI ON OFFI CE, WHERE WE SEE A W ZENED
CLD WESTERNER, LOOKI NG AT THE TELEVI SI ON WHERE WE SEE SENATOR NOLE.

MOSS
Hi ya.

OANER
Yup.

MOSS

How ’bout a Cold Drink...?

ANGLE ON THE TELEVI SI ON, SENATOR NOLE.

NOLE
._p_r_o d u_ c_e this Schunann.
( PAUSE)
P r o d uc ehim | say; or, and | do not hesitate to say

it, rank himas Just One More...

THE OMNER CGESTURES AT A COLD DRI NK COOLER

NCLE

(CONT.)
Just One More of a series of Broken Promises. O
_F ant a s i_e_ s, yes, Fantasies, which...

MOSS AND SCHUMANN WALK OVER TO THE COOLER. THEY LOCK OUT THE W NDOW AT
BREAN, VWHO IS WALKI NG I N FROM THE PHONE. HE HANGS UP AND COMES | N.
MOSS LOCKS AT HM MEANING "WHAT' S UP?" BREAN GESTURES AT THE TELEVI SI ON.

ANGLE, H S POv.
THE TELEVI SI ON, NOW SW TCHED TO THE SCENE OF THE DESERTED TARMAC.

COWENTATOR (VO
Senator Nol e, commentating on the unexpl ai ned
absence of...wait a nonent...wait a....

THE SCREEN DI SSCLVES, TO A SHOT OF THE GREAT SEAL OF THE PRESI DENT OF THE
UNI TED STATES.

ANNOUNCER ( VO
Live, fromthe Wiite House, we bring you...

ANGLE
ON BREAN AND MOSS, AS THEY CLUSTER UP TO THE TELEVISION. [N THE B. G,



SCHUMANN, SI TTING ON A STOOL AT THE COUNTER.

PRESS PERSON (VO
Ladi es and CGentl enen, the President of the United
States. ..

ANGLE
ON THE THREE, AS THEY WATCH THE TELEVI SI ON.

MOSS
Ok ay ... it'stimefor the _C a v_a_ | _r_y.
( PAUSE)
Nick of T i _me.... sonofabitches.... Fuck with _me...?

PRESI DENT (VO
My fell ow Aneri cans.
( PAUSE)

ANGLE
TI GHT ON SCHUVANN WHO SEES SOMVETHI NG QUT OF THE CORNER OF HI S EYE.

ANGLE, H S POV
UP A NARROW STAI RCASE, THE FI GURE OF A YOUNG G RL I N A FLI MSY DRESS, CLI MBI NG

ANGLE
SCHUMANN, AS HE LOOKS AVAY, AND MUTTERS TO HI MSELF.

SCHUMANN
"...where’'s ny pill..."

ANGLE
THE GROUP WATCHI NG TELEVI SI ON.

PRESI DENT
...he is dowmn s a f e | _ vy, though the flight crew perished
in the crash. He will be transhipped, we are inforned
he has sustained _m i_n_o_r injuries, which will require his

bei ng nedicated for sone tine, but, | am assured...
AMES WANDERS | N.

MOSS

(OF THE T. V.)
You see, this is what I'mtalking about. Stand It On
Its Head. How does it Wirk for your benefit...

AMES
I " mconcerned about the driver of the rig.

MOSS
What rig?

AMES

...the Harvester...
(HE GESTURES QUT AT THE VAST FARM
MACHI NE, WHI CH CAN JUST BE SEEN
STANDI NG BY THE H GHWAY. | TS OMER
BESIDE IT. WAITING)

BREAN



What about hi nf

AMES

VWl |1, he doesn’t have his Geen Card.
( PAUSE)

He Doesn’t have his G eencard.

ANGLE
ON SCHUMANN, WHO HAS CONE TO THE BACK OF THE COUNTER, AND | S EMPTYI NG THE
CANNI STERS.

SCHUMANN
(TO H MSELF)
Where's ny pill...?

H' S WANDERI NGS BRING HHM TO THE END OF THE COUNTER. WHERE WE SEE, OVER HI S
SHOULDER, A YOUNG G RL, PUTTERI NG ABOUT IN THE KI TCHEN OFF THE GAS STATI ON
CFFI CE.

ANGLE
CU. ON SCHUMANN, LEERI NG

ANGLE ON AMES, ETC.

AMES
you want Schumann saved by an Illegal Alien...?
BREAN
Well, what do you want to do about it?
( PAUSE)
What do you. ..
MOSS
Pal s:
(TO BREAN)
Get onthe p_h_ o n e... r'they flying it?
BREAN
They' || be here in ten mnutes.
MOSS
Get on the phone, have’emfly in a ...whaddaya need to
be a citizen? A Judge? Whaddaya need? A Judge...?
Call ina _J u d g e call ina Federal _J u d g_e, and...
(TO AMES, AS |F TO A CHILD)
If you' re concerned about him being an ..."inmgrant."
Make hima c i _t i_z e n... Eh? _G u y s ... what's all thi

_mo_p_e_r_y, we...

SCHUMANN LOOKS TO THE SI DE.
THE YOUNG G RL HAS DROPPED A SPOON OFF OF THE WORKTABLE AND BENDS OVER TO Pl CK
I T UP, REVEALING HER LEGS AND LI TTLE G RL UNDI ES.

ANGLE
ON SCHUMANN, LEERI NG

SCHUMANN
( MUTTERI NG
...where is ny pill?



ANGLE
ON THE MEN, IN THE ROOM ARGU NG ABOUT THE | LLEGAL ALIEN, SCHUMANN IN THE B. G

SCHUMANN
WHERE'S M¥ FUCKING _P_I _I_I_I_L_L_L_L_L_L_L...?

SCHUMANN RUNS | NTO THE KI TCHEN, AND WE HEAR THE SOUNDS COF LI TTLE G RL SCREAMS.

ALL THE MEN I N THE ROOM LOOK AROUND.
THE OMNER STANDS, AND LOOKS ARCUND.

OMNNER
Susi e ?
( PAUSE)
S u s i_e...

HE 1S ANSWERED BY WH MPERI NG

MOSS
Ch, hell...

THE GAS STATI ON OMNER GCES TO THE DOOR TO THE KI TCHEN, AND FINDS | T LOCKED.

ONNER
Susie? Susie. Are you alright...? S u s i_e..

MOSS STRI DES UP TO THE DOCR

MOSS
Lemme talk to him WII1? Shoe?

ONNER
SUSIE...? Are you alright...?

MOSS
(PUSHES HI M ASI DE)
Lemme talk to him Shoe? Shoe...? You in there...?

VWE ARE ANSVWERED BY THE SOUNDS OF WWHI MPERI NG

ANGLE
ON THE GAS STATI ON OMNER, WWHO HAS RETREATED TO HI' S COUNTER AND PRCDUCES A
SHOTGUN, AND STARTS TO LOAD IT.

MOSS

(AT THE DOOR)
Shoe, boy...? You know, you were telling nme you
want ed Beans? Renenber, you were concerned about the
Beans...?

THE MAN W TH THE SHOTGUN COVES UP TO THE DOOR.

MOSS

(TO THE STATI ON OMNNER)
No, lemme talk to him.. lenme talk to him we have a
rel ati onship. ..

THE GAS STATI ON OMNER EXI' TS THE BUI LDI NG AND WE SEE HHM OUTSI DE, KICK I N
THE SI DE DOOR TO THE KI TCHEN.



MOSS

(THROUGH THE DOOR, TO SCHUMANN)
"Menber, we were tal king about how nmuch you l|iked the
"beans" and all...?

VE HEAR THE SOUND OF WHI MPERI NG AND THEN TWO SHOTGUN BLASTS.

VWE HEAR MORE LI TTLE G RL SCREAMS, THEN A BLAST, AND THEN ANOTHER SHOTGUN
BLAST.

BEAT.

BREAN AND MOSS ROUSE TBEMSELVES, AND GO TO STAND | N THE DOORWAY, LOCKI NG | NTO
THE KI TCHEN. AMES PEEKS OVER THEI R SHOULDERS.

BREAN
( AFFECTLESS)
._n_o_wlook what’'s happened...

BREAN WALKS TO THE DRI NK COOLER, OPENS A CAN OF DR PEPPER, AND COVES BACK TO
STAND IN THE DOORWAY.

BEAT. THE OMNER COMES QUT, HOLDI NG THE SHOTGUN AND COMFCORTI NG THE DI STRAUGHT
LI TTLE G RL.

IN THE B.G WE HEAR A JET ROAR, AND WE SEE A CARRI ER JET MAKI NG AN APPROACH
ONTO THE HI GHWAY.

AMES
So- cl ose-and-yet-so-far.

MOSS
Naa, fuck this, this is nothing. GCh, Lord -- this
just got B i_g. | seeit -- B i_g-- Bigfor _y o u and big
for m e.

AMES

What are you tal king about?

MOSS
Youre not _t h i _n k i_n_gright, Pal...

AMES
He's d e a_d.
( PAUSE)
He's d e a_d.
( PAUSE)
The Fella Killed A d Shoe.
( PAUSE)

MOSS
And _w h_a t is bigger than a triunphal Honecom ng...?

I NT HANGAR, ANDREWS Al RFORCE BASE, DAY.
A VAST HANGAR, A SI NGLE JET TRANSPORT.

ANGLE
BREAN AND MOSS, DI SHEVELLED, UNSHAVEN, LOCKI NG ON.

ANGLE, THEI R POV



THE RAVP, AT THE BACK OF THE PLANE, A FLAG DRAPED CASKET APPEARS AND CRAWS
DOMN THE RAMP.
SI X M LI TARY PEOPLE I N FATI GUES ADVANCE TO THE CASKET.

ANGLE
BREAN AND MOSS, THEY SW VEL THEI R HEADS, AND WE SEE, BEYOND THE DOORS OF THE
HANGAR, A VAST CROAD, FLASHBULBS BEG N POPPI NG

ANGLE ON MOSS, AS HE GLANCES AROUND, AND THEN AT AN Al DE, AS |F TO SAY,
_WE L L...

THE Al DE LOOKS AROCUND, AND THEN, W TH RELI EF, AT THE CROAD, AS A SMALL DOG
BREAKS AWAY, AND RUNS TOMRD THE CASKET.

SEVERAL PHOTOGRAPHERS BREAK THROUGH THE CORDON, AND BEG N SNAPPI NG PHOTOS OF
THE SMALL DOG AS I T SITS, |ITS HEAD COCKED, NEAR THE CASKET.

BREAN AND MOSS WALK AWAY, CAMERA FOLLOWS THEM TOMRD A SMALL READYROOM OFF THE
HANGAR.

I NT, THE READYROOM BREAN AND MOSS SI NK DOAWN | NTO AN OLD RATTY LEATHER COUCH,
BREAN GETS UP, WALKS TO THE TABLE, ON WVHICH IS A PACK OF Cl GARETTES. HE TAKES
ONE, LIGHTS I T, PASSES ONE TO BREAN WHO LIGHTS IT. WALKS TO A MR COFFEE
MACHI NE.

BREAN
...coffee...?

MOSS
Yes, please.

BEYOND THE COFFEE MACHI NE WE SEE AMES, AND THE H SPANI C MAN WHO DROVE THE
HARVESTER, STILL WEARI NG A STRAW CONBOY HAT, ET CETERA, THEY BOTH STAND, AS A
MAN I N H S SI XTI ES ENTERS, AND BEG NS EXTRACTI NG A BLACK ROBE FROM HI S

BRI EFCASE, HE PUTS ON THE ROBE.

BREAN SI GHS. NODS, AND WALKS HACK TO THE TABLE, WBERE MOSS |'S SLUMPED.

BREAN SNAPS ON A SMALL TELEVI SI ON, ON THE COUNTER, AND WE SEE, I N I TS SCREEN,
THE PALLBEARERS PROCEEDI NG TO A M LI TARY TRUCK, AND THE SMALL DOG FCOLLOW NG

WE SEE A PORTRAIT OF THE DOG, AS I T COCKS I TS HEAD, WE CUT TO A SHOT OF THE

PRESI DENT, | N THE HANGAR, DABBI NG AT H S EYES W TH A HANDKERCHI EF.

MOSS

(WATCHI NG THE SCREEN)
Good. Good. Good. Looking Good, bring-it-all-back-
hone. Lassie Barks Twice n'it’s tine to take out the
gar bage

BREAN
Hell of a show Hell of a job, Stan

MOSS
( KNOCKS ON WOCD)
...one nore day.

BREAN
Naw, naw, we own the airways...
(HE FLI PS THE CHANNEL)



WE SEE A COUPLE OF MEDI A NERDS, BEI NG | NTERVI EMED AROUND A CONFERENCE TABLE.

MODERATOR
...thrust of the Al banian Episode, to put himover the
top...

FI RST MEDI A GUY

Yes, you could _s _a_y that, Joyce, but it wouldn't be
true.

JOYCE
What woul d be true, then.

SECOND MEDI A GUY

Well, you said it yourself, earlier, and if | may
rephrase, that the success of the President, in the
Polls. ..

JOYCE

...as of today, 89% favorable.

SECOND MEDI A GUY
Eighty- n_i_n_e percent favorable, is based not on
e v_e_n_t_s...

BREAN
...events.

SECOND MEDI A GUY
Whi ch, of course, we cannoy control....

FI RST MEDI A GUY

. no. ..
SECOND MEDI A GUY
But on the spin g i_v_e n to those events.
FI RST MEDI A GUY
. yes.

SECOND MEDI A GUY
On the neaning _f_o_u n_d in those events, and given to the

_p_u_b I _i_c...

SECOND MEDI A GUY
By the nedia, by, yes, by, in this case, our
organi zati on.

JOYCE
VWell, there's alot to be said for that. And I'm
going to show a clip.
(TO THE AUDI ENCE)
You' ve seen it before, you' ve seenit _ma n_y tines...
(ALL SM LE)
But 1'mgoing to ask you to look at it once nore. Wth
the el ection one day off, and the President’s standing
in the polls...



FI RST MEDI A GUY
...89 percent

JOYCE
...arecord, a _r_e c_o_r_d high for sitting president, 1'd

like you to watch the canpaign that put himthere when
we cone back.

THE SCREEN CHANGES TO A COMMERCI AL.

MOSS
You see? Wiat's the lesson here? _N e v_e _r give up.
N e v_e r give up.

BREAN
No. You're right.

MOSS
Show Must Go On.

BREAN
A proud tradition.

MOSS
Prouder of this, than anything | ever did in ny life.
I want to thank you, Ron.

( PAUSE)
Want to thank you.

THE SCREEN COMVES BACK TO THE TALKI NG HEADS. WKERE WE SEE THE COMMVENTATORS
I NTERVI EW NG THE SUBJECTS.

JOYCE
And as we said. The President, a sure-fire w nner, and
the canpaign, nany said, that p _u_t himthere...

THE SCREEN CHANGES TO TWD HORSES | N A PADDOCK. A COUPLE OF JOCKEYS WALK UP TO
THEM

JOCKEY ONE
Whi ch horse you going to ride tonorrow, Jinf

JOCKEY TWO
Wel |, Chuck, ny Daddy used to say, and I've _| _i_v_e_d by
it: never change Horses in...

MOSS
(TO H MSELF)
._0_h no...

THE SCREEN REVERTS TO THE MODERATOR AND THE TWO TYPES.

JOYCE
And now, we’'re going to be taking your calls. The
number is...

MOSS RI SES.
MOSS BEG NS PACI NG AROUND THE READYROOM



BREAN
What ' re you doi ng?

MOSS
I"m1looking for a phone...

BREAN
No, | don't think you can _d_o that.
MOSS
Wat ch ne.
BREAN
No, | don't think you can _d o that, Stanley...
MOSS
Wat ch ne.
BREAN
Stanley. Stanley... you knew the... Stanley.
(HE RESTRAINS H M
You knew the deal when you signed _o_n.
MOSS
Deal ' s changed.
BREAN
No, the deal _i_s n_' _t changed. The Deal _i_s n_' _ t changed.
You can’t what is it? Mney? _Mo n_e_y? You want
Money?
MOSS
Mo n e y? Youthink |l did this for noney...? | did this
for Cr_e d i _t. _Cr_e di_t, paalll...
BREAN

But you al ways knew you coul dn’t

MOSS
That’'s _o_n_e thing, but
from_F i | _ms ¢c_ h o o | take it...
e you _N u_t_s?
HE TRIES TO GET OUT OF THE READYROOM  BREAN

ANGLE
TI GHT ON THE TWO

BREAN
Stanley, no fooling... no fooling...
with your | _i_f_ e here...
MOSS
_F uc knylife... _F u c_k nyli
N D
The C r_e d_ i _t.
about ny last picture? They p_i_s_
s_ e d

on nme. Do you know what that picture

_t_a k _ethe credit....

I"mnot gonna let two di ckheads

are you _N u_t_s? Ar

RESTRAI NS H M

you' re pl ayi ng

fe.... ZWNT THE _C_ R E_D

Do you know what the New York Tines said

s e _d on ne.

They p_i_s

Gr o s s e d? And now



sonme linp-dick filmschool p_a n_s y...

JOYCE
(ON TV)
That nunber to call....

MOSS TAKES OQUT A PAD AND PENCI L, AND BEG NS TO WRI TE | T DOMN.

BREAN
Stanley, you can’t do this....

AMES CALLS FROM THE FAR ROOM

AMES
Could we have you in here, please...7

BREAN, DI STRACTED FOR A MOMENT, LETS MOSS GO, MOSS PULLS AVWAY, AND RUNS OUT OF
THE ROOM

ANGLE

ON BREAN, AS HE PROCEEDS TO THE BACK ROOM WHERE WE SEE AMES, STANDI NG W TH
THE MAN, WHO NOW HAS ON HI' S BLACK ROBE, AND HOLDS A BIBLE QUT TO THE H SPANI C
FELLOW I N THE STRAW COABOY HAT.

AMVES
(SOTTO, TO BREAN)
...we need a wtness.

MAN | N THE BLACK ROBE

(TO THE HI SPANI C HARVESTER DRI VER)
Do you swear to Uphold the duties and responsibilities
of a citizen of the United States? To defend her, (ET
CETERA)

ANGLE

ON TH'S ROOM W TH THE HUGE HANGAR, AND THE CASKET IN THE FAR ROOM
ANGLE, ON BREAN AS HE SHAKES H S HEAD SADLY.

DI SSCLVE

EXT PENNSYLVANI A AVENUE. NOVEMBER DAY.

VAST CROADS, LIN NG THE STREET. THE SOUND OF SLOW FI FE AND DRUMS.

ANGLE
ON VARI QUS SPECTATORS, WEEPI NG MANY OF THEM W TH CLD SHOES HUNG AROUND THEI R
NECKS. 303 SWEATSHI RTS. ET CETERA... THE SPECTATORS CRANE THElI R NECKS.

ANGLE, THEI R POV.
A CAI SSON, A RI DERLESS HORSE, COM NG DOMWN THE STREET.
PAN ONTO A NEWSCASTER.

NEWSCASTER
...comng, yes, yes, | can just...yes, the caisson,
bearing his remains, the Riderless Horse, led by three
menbers of his unit, 303, identified by their
di stinctive Caps...

ANGLE, ON THE 303 TROOPERS, TWO MEN AND A WOVAN | N BERETS WH CH ARE HALF
BLACK, HALF LEOPARD SKI N.



I NT SHOESTORE, H. Q.
THE TELEVI SI ON, SHOWN NG THE SAME SCENE. PAN ONTO Al DE, SWEEPI NG UP.

TV VO CE OVER

(VME HEAR A SERI ES OF GUNSHOTS)
...and that's the, yes, you hear it, a salute, in Code,
5pel ling out, "Courage, Mot ...and there, yes, there
is the Staff Car, bearing the Pres..

I NT MOSS'S KI TCHEN, BEVERLY HI LLS, DAY
A SMALL COUNTERTOP TELEVI SION. A HI SPANI C MAI D WATCHI NG THE TV.

ANNOUNCER

(ON TV)
...Sident Elect -- the President-Elect of the United
States. ..

SHE PI CKS UP A TRAY OF CRUDI TES, AND PROCEEDS, CAMERA FOLLOWS HER | NTO THE
LI VING ROOM G VING ONTO THE POOL, WHERE WE SEE A FLOCK OF MOURNERS, THE MEN
I'N YALMULKAS.

ANGLE EXT, MOSS S HOUSE.
A LINE OF LIM3S, ONE OF THE CHAUFFEURS LI STENING TO THE RADI O

RADI O

(VO
...the end of the incredible saga of One Man, his
country, and a War He did Not Wsh, but unto which
he. ..

A LI MO ARRI VES, BEARI NG BREAN, WVHO I S G VEN A YALMJKA, AS HE ENTERS MOSS' S
HOUSE.

INT. H Q SHCESTORE, DAY.

THE Al DE HAS JUST FI NI SHED CLEANI NG UP. THE SCENE ON THE TV IS ARLI NGTON

NATI ONAL CEMETERY. THE PALLBEARERS, M LI TARY MEN AND WOMEN, ARE DO NG A SLOW
MARCH TO THE TUNE OF "GOOD OLD SHCE." THERE IS A SHOT OF THE PRESI DENT, AS AN
Al DE APPROACHES HHM AND HANDS H M A BOX, WH CH HE OPENS, WE SEE AS THE CAMERA
RACKS FOCUS TO IT, THAT IT IS THE CONGRESSI ONAL MEDAL OF HONOR. THE PRESI DENT
PROCEEDS TOMRD THE CASKET, BEARI NG THE BOX

THE TV GOES BLANK, AS THE AIDE FLIPS IT OFF. HE TAKES THE LAST RENMAI NI NG
TRASHBI N, AND STARTS TO PULL I T QUTSI DE.

VE SEE TWO MOVI NG MEN, TAKI NG DOMN THE TELEVI SI ON, AND PUTTING I'T ON A DOLLY.
ANGLE, | NT, THE MALL

THE BOARDED UP STOREFRONT. THE OLD "SHOE WORLD' SIGN, THE Al DE PUTTI NG OUT
THE LAST TRASHBIN. HE |'S OVERTAKEN BY, AND CAVERA DOLLIES W TH, THE TWOD MEN
MOVI NG OUT THE TELEVI SICN.  THEY PASS A NEW SI GN, WH CE HAS BEEN APPLI ED OVER
THE PLYWOOD, READS: "COMNG SOON, _G O O D _OL D _S HOE" FO
LOVED BY A STYLI ZED

RENDI TI ON OF A PAIR OF OLD BASKETBALL SHOES, THE TRADEMARK REG STRATI ON SI GN,
AND THE NNKE _S_W O_O_S_H, CAMVERA CONTI NUES TO DOLLY, PAST GRAFFITI, READI
NG,



COURAGE, MOM

END
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