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THE THING

Adapted from the short story WHO GOES
THERE? by John W. Campbell.
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FADE IN

1 EXT. NIGHT

The snow piled streets of Dutch Harbor, Ala.ska.. A wind
blows. The street is empty. A bundled flgure moves
through the street toward a low roofed lighted building.

A sign outside the building reads:

tIOFFICER'S CLUB, DUTCH HARBOR, ALASKAlI

Someone has scribbled the words under the printing IINo
Penguins allowed".

The figure stops in the doorway and looks at a. long
tho~momotor. It registers twenty-five below zero. The
figure continues into the club.

2 INT. OFFICERS CLUB ROOM - MIDNIGHT

This is the social center for U.S.A. flying men roosting
in the Polar reglons. The air base is near Dutch ~Iarbor"

Alaska' - a comnmting hop from the Arctic Circle. It is
early winter. The night in Dutch Harbor is long and
dark.

In the room two of the six gillning tables are occupied.
At one sits a four handed bridge game. At the other sit
five men playing poker. RADIO MUSIC - an American
Service Broadcast - is coming a bit feebly into the room.
All is cozy and steam-heated in the room.

f

Among the five poker players are three men who are to be
active in our story. One is W.O. Vic MacAuliff. He is
a tough, taciturn radio man. He has seen service
everywhere, heard nearly all the languages and dl~nk

nearly all the different brews of the earth.-

The second is Captain Pat Henry, in his early thirties.
Captain Henry has been a flyer since he shed his first
stocking cap. ae is a man of whimsey and temper and
also mood.



2 (CONTIlJUED)
EDDIE DTA:ES

(as he shuffles
and deals)

It was about a hundred and five
in the shade in this place. The
women didn't wear any clothes at
all to speak of - which was very
intelligent of them. You lay in
a hammock and three of them stood there
fanning you. 1Nhen I die, I hope
to go to Accra.

MACAULIFF
I was there.

HENRY
(looking at
his hand)

I open for one dollar.

PLAYER
I stay.

PLAYER
I'm out.

MA.CAULIFF
Going up.

He puts two ohips on the table.

EDDIE
Sootland strikes again. I'm
in. Cards, gentlemen.

Two other players add another chip each to the pot.

HENRY
Three.

PLAYERS
Three.

MACAULIFF
. These '11 do.

The figure has~nteredthe room and is surv$ying the
poker players as it removes its wrappings •. He is Ned
Skeely, a newsp~er correspondent.

HENRY
Hello, Skeely, how are you?

I
(CONTINUED)



Faintly alive.
and going down.'
brass monkeys.

2 (CONTINUED)
SKEELY
Twenty-five below
It's a night for

HENRY
Care to join us?

SKEELY
As soon as I count my fingers.
I may have lost some.

HENRY
I think you know everybody here.

Players smile and say "sllre."

MACAULIFF
I haven't met the gentleman~ Captain.

HENRY
Ned Skeely - Angus MacAulifr.

MACAULIFF
How do you do, sir.

EDDIE
Mr. Skeely's a newspaper man, Mac.
We're going to put ona snow ball
fight for him tomorrow.

Skeely takes a seat next
to Eddie

HENRY
(returning to the play)

One dollar is bet.

EDDIE
Against a pat hand held by a
Scotchman. Captain Henry, you~

decorations for valor have gone
to yqur head. .I l m folding.

MACAULIFF
Call.;

HENRY
A 'patr of aoes.

(CONTINUED)
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2 (CONTINUED)
MACAULIFF

Beats two queens.

EDDIE
(to MacAuliff)

You ought to know better than to
try fooling my pal. Only dames
dan do that.

HENRY
(quietly)

I promised you a kick in the belly.

EDDIE
(mockingly)

Forgive. Forgive. A slip of the
tongue.

HENRY
(to clkeely)

Howld you make out with General
Fogarty?

SKEELY
Your general is nursing his secrets
like a June bride.

i'.1ACAULIFF
Deal 'em out, lieutenant.

EDDIE
You in, Mr. Skeely?

SKEELY
Yes. I am always interested in
pauperizing-the air force.

EDDIE
(dealing)

I've got a big idea that involves
you, Mr. Skeely. You're not going
to get any story out of this post.
Forgarty has given us all. instructions
to t,J?eat you like a Russian spy~'

SKEELY
General Fogarty is going to end up
on htS knees begging for my attention.

EDDIE
I (intently)

This lis more practical t Mr. Skee~y.
There\' s a ma.n in Edmonton who cap
give, vou the whole Radar defense;
sto~~ Loves to talk. General i
MaoL'~ren. You tell the Gene:ral you
want ~o get to Eidn19),1ton "" a.ndPa~

and ll~ fly you there.
,Y

jijO:;-"
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2 (CONTINUED)
SKEELY

. I know General MacLaren. He bores
me.

EDDIE
(desperately)

Don't be like thatt It's warm in
Edmonton 1 Th3y've got girls in
Edmonton! Without fur pants ont

SKEELY
(to Henry)

How about it, Captain?

HENRY
Let's play cards.

MACAULIFF
(to Eddie)

Ye ought ~o know better than to try
and shoo our captain southw::l.rd ...
wi th his heart wrapped around the
Nor.t.h Pole.

'qENRY
That'll do, Mr. MacAuliff.

MACAULIFF
(grinning)

I open ~ for two dollars.

SKEELY
,i (casually, .as they play)
'What's going on at the North Pole?

EDDIE
/ Some scienti sts' are holding a

convention there. Looking for
Polar bear tails. Ever hear of

,Pt>. , ~!1't":rtngtonq

1:' 'SKEELY
The fellow who was at Bikini?,

EDDIE
TIle $arne.

, HENRY
They"re hole~ ,in .. a~out two thousand

. ml1e,..l nortWot herel'S; lQt of Ioi:l\ i

botapd.sts and phls1cists •.
! \ .

( CONT lNaED)
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2 (CONTINUED)
EDDIE

(solemnly)
Including a pin-up girl. Very
interesting type. Captain Henry
can sive you any data on her you
want.

HENRY
(looking at his cards and
speaking quietly to Eddie)

So~eday I hope to have a co-pilot a
cut above a high school boy - or
at least dry behind his ears -

A voice oomes over the
P .. A. speaker.

VOICE
Captain Henry. Captain Pat Henry.
Report to ~eneral Fogarty's quarters
at once, please.

Hen~y ~ises from the table.

SKEELY
(frowning and serious)

Twelve thirty and a general yelling
for his troops. Sounds like the
old days.

Henry starts putting on hie overooat.

DISSOLVE TO:

3 INT. GENERAL FOGA RTY'.s QUARTERS. NIGHT

A living room with afire going in the fire place. The
room is fairly well furnished. SOfie war trophies are
OIl the wall, iQpludlng a piece of a Japanese aeroplane,
a. Jap sword, and other important war souveiliIlS.

Three men are /~n the room. One is General' Fogarty, in
his fort1-es;the second is the adjutant of'the post,
Major Smith.,:' ~he third is Corporal Hauser from the
post~s comm~i9ation center.

t FOGA~TY i

\( to Corporal Hau.ser) i
:r;r a~w' m.ore mess,agea, come, in,frorb
that'base I want to be notified J
persb~ally, no m.atter wha. t time, '
Tell( the O.D.

't t .

\

\'
'~:~
~;:

;$1:D~',:-;~-,



3 (CONTINUED) .
CORPORAL

Yes. sir.

There is a knock on the door.

FOGARTY
Come in.

The door opens and a blast or
freezing air hits the room as
Captain Henry enters. He closes
the door.

HENRY
Good evoning l sir.

Corporal Hauser opens the door
and eXitsl;letting another blast
of'cold into the room. The General
shivars, scowls and grumbles.

FOGARTY
(shivering) '--

Freddie, any chance of' the Pentagon
sending us a revolving door?

MAJOR
Could be. We got a gross of pith
helmets last week.

FOGARTY
(to Henry)

lIve go something queer here from your
picnic party up north. Just came in.

(he ref3,c;is fZ'om a paper)
Belteve air ship unusual tYPfl crashed
in ourviclnity. Please send
facilities to investi3ate. Most urgent.

. (he looks up)
It's.from Dr. Carrington. What's it
sounfj like to you, Pat?

;~, "HENRY
I t1l1nkI'd better hop up,

FOGARTY

7

\ (dryly),
I kn~w you'd say that.
you ~hlnk you'll find,
lady l,friend?. .

But m. at do
b.esides yoU!'



:3 (CONTINUED)

•

MAJOR
Not a one.

HENRY
Could be a Russky. TheY're all
ever the pole, like flies.

FOGARTY
(smiling)

Don't get nervous. You're going.
When a double dome like Professor
Carrington says "most urgent",
small people like us have to jump.
Bette'%, take a dog team and everything
you might need for resCue work.

HENBY
I'11 take off at 4t30.

MAerQR
What's th~ weather, Pat?

HENRY
There. s a ba.d tront movl~g in.
But I think there's enough time
to get there and back without
bumping into it.

FOGARTY
You 0 an do me a favor, Pa.t.

FOGARTY
Take that newspaper fe11~ ~p with
you ... and m~J;'oon him there.

, HE1lRY
I'll invite him.

; FOGARTY
And ~l)nft; get me W):'orlgabout
who~ets mnroon~dl Captain
He~rt. , rwotl1d,appreoiate

! ' 1,t.i1~" Y~Ui4id~.,1tswa~h,~~~Jlqif1~\,'

!d~~~:~..i=~ti~:~!~~ .,;
t ' " ' '" ;

\ "'" Ht:mUr "'\'

~a1,~~~~~~i\::::p~~~~'l::1~i.
S.owlt:" Romeo and' JUliet,' r".l:-li,/;/!t;-.r;,,':';c'>,
eX'loec'~',youback t()morr()w~~gh;t,~.,

V(itl:lq4t".~.t,,~~,~~,~~~' ' ,
'.,,,g. gf:~,i'!1c:,~,i.):; ;;'~'r';~~;£/"i";-,,,i~~ij ;'Wii~M;;fo/,
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CONTINUED

9

INT. C..54 PLANE. IT IS FLYING THROUGH A DIMLY LIT
SKY. BELOW ARE CLOUD BANKS.

4 In the plane are W. O. MacAul!!f, Ned Skeely,
Navigator Lieutenant Ken Ericson and Light
Engineer corporal Barnes. Captain Henry is flying
the ship, Lieut. Dykes is beside him. MacAuliff
is at his ~adio instrument.

A dozen huskies and several sleds are in the plane,
plus a pile of other cargo tied down under tarpaulin.

SKEELY
How far a~e we from camp?

HENRY
Three,::hours. We've slowed down.
There's a breeze blowing.

EDDIE DYKES
(grimly)

A breeze, he says, It's hitting
forty miles. But you'll find
that our captain has some funny ~

ideas about the North Pole. He
thinks it's a garden spot. Come
and bring the kiddies.

HENRY
(grimly)

You're yapping is out of order,
Eddie. I'm not going to tell
you again ..

, EDDIE'
Always squawking - that's met
And for no reasont Shackleton
went, to the North Pole once ...
and retired with a bag full of
me~als. I got to go there every
three weekS .. like it was lover's
lane~

HENRY
" ,(ooldly)

It cl !like you to get this straight,
~'. ~keely, if YOU" write anything.
1tm ~iaison officer between our
post: and the carrington outfit.
Thes~ flights are strictly official.
Usua~ly bring in supplies. TheY're
char~ing magnetic currents, grow~ng

new !~inds of polar plants, 100k1pg
form\inerals.( ,

\ '



4 (CONTINUED )

EDDIE
That's right, Skeely. I W8.S

only kidding. It's a terrific
outfit. The biggest collection
of double domes ever got together
on an ice cake.

MACAULIFF
(to the talkers) .

Something's coming through.

Henry, Eddie and Navigator
Ericson put on their head
phones and listen.

EDDIE
(listening to ·the
ear phones)

Somehody's gooped up\

HENRY
(removing ear
phones)

Give me a new reading, Ken.

KEN
I c~n't understand it.

SKEELY
Who WE\S that?

" . HENRY
/~~,Ci(,:r~dio ma,n, Hendrix" -talkine;
rft)r'Ca:rrington. He wants 'us' to '

! correct our compass reading
twelve points East. Amagnetic
disturbance is whacking away at
everything.

, KEN
,'; (working)

ThiEi: is no place to make a mistake,
Pat~; We were' bee-lining for the
pl~~e. Hadn't we better get them
b~bk. '7 - r'-

.. i

HENRY
No. t Carrington d,Q~snt t ' make
mist~kes. We'11 follow grouno.
instructions.

I

10

5

, ,,
. t

TNT. PLANE. ~, ~ VIEW FAR
fOLAR SETTLEM~T.

\"".­,
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5 (CONTINUED)

Small dots of roots on a flat expanse of snow.
The plane starts desoending.

DISSOLVE TO:

6 EXT POLAR PROJECT OAMP- DAY

The 0... 54 makes a. landing on skis some two hundred
feet from the largest qfthe low looming buildings •.
The arrivals drop out of the plane door.

A. half' dozen Eskimo workers belonging to the camp
hurry toward them.

DISSOLVE TO:

7' INT. LARGE ASSEMBLY {ROOM OF POLAR EXPEDITION

It is 80 per cent underground. It's windows are
nea.r the ceiling a.nd function as transoms 1'01"
light.

The room is comfortably furnished and wa.rm. Itts
steam pipes run along the wall.

In the room are Dr. Chapman, Dr~ Algari and ~ws.

Chapman.

Chapman is a forceful looking man in bis forties"
His wife ~s a good looking woman of forty who is
alfilO 1J.1 s .. ¥.~~J,,;t~~~:j : gha1ftl1~,lfJ~: .. a. rtll1f.ero:tqaist.
Alga~l i~/ an'''- eid'0tl~;·ItIan, wh'1t$'ha~red. He is a
botanist/~ .

/
A male cook stands at a large electric stove" He
is cooking coffee 'and a hot'lunch in a n'UJl1ber of
pots .,ChapmanV\lall\s up the stairs to the :door.
wl'lichis near 1{he t:op of the room. He op~ns it ..

Captain Hef:l);'yA~n$l hi.s group come down the ,stairs •
. ': '

"... ,'. ........• . ....·.paA~lvIAN
v~'t:-Y! pretty fartd~ng~ Capt·k1h •.
We .tched it. ~9'fl waa the ~_"_"'_c''''

1 .'

fiElmY
Tbj;'s"~~'_':~Mr~$kee $y",

~h~~p111a.n l\~~~'(Cl:la~:man,
Ske'a!J.j'l s 9. news'J:)a,pe,:'m~l;n



7 (CONTINUED)

SKEELY
Glad to know you.

CHAPMAN
(smiling)

Glad to have a newspaperman drop
in on us. We're a bit off the
beaten track.'

SKEELY
(looking around)

Don't tell me I'm practically
at the North Polel Looks more

. like myoId Kentucky home.

HENRY
Any further information, Dr.
Chapman?

CHAPMtiN
1'm convinced it's some sort of
Russian air craft. Probably some
new jet propelled rocket.

ALGLRI
I very much doubt that t Hugo.
I don't understand Russia.n
science, but it can't be as
far advanced as the indications
we have from the crashed ship.

; CHAPMAN
uf it is a ship_ We're all
quite excited t Captain.

HENRY
Where's Dr. Carrington?

OHAPMAN
In t1n.e lab.

. MRS. CHA;Pl'ffAN
They'll a.l1 be here for lunch.
It'Aaiready "'!,;if yould l1k.e to
ef!ptiJ:'st .F'resh vegetables

l f.;
I,· HErNRY
\ (to Skeely)

From rtheir own garden.
\

12
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7 (CONTINUED)
SKEELY

You have a hothouse! At the Polel

EDDIE
(winking at
Skeely)

They've got everything here,
Wait till you see,

HENRY
I'll join you in a few minutes.

ALGARI .
I'll take you to the lab, Captain,-

HENRY
Thanks. I know the way.

He starts out of the room.

MRS. CHA PMAN
Please sit down, everybody.

8/29/50
13

The group moves toward a long refectory table set with
twenty places. We follow Captain Henry out.

8 INT. A CONNECTING UNDERGROUND CORRIDOR BETWEEN TVVO OF
THE CAMP BUILDINGS

Henry enters it and walks toward a steep stairway. He
climbs it and knocks on a door. A voice calls.

VOICE
Come in.

He opens the door.

9 INT. NIKKI'S OFFICE AND SLEEPING QUARTERS

A small office-like room, lined with filing cabinets,
holding a desk,a typewrite!' stand, a voice recording
machine, and a couch that serves as a bed, 1s revealed,
Sitting at the desk, typing, is a vivid, young woman,
Alberta Nicholson. She is called Nikki. She stops
typing and rises.

NIKKI
Patl ;Welcome to our igloo!

( CONTINUED)



8/29/50
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9 (CONTINUED)
HENRY

(smiling)
Hello, Nikki. You look like seven
million dollars. How are you?

NIKKI
Wonderful. Sit down.

HENRY
I talk better standing.

He steps up to her and embraces her ardently. She
pulls out of his embrace, calmly, and without alarm.

NIKKI
Please.

(she straightens her hair)
I think Dr. Carrington is waiting
for you.

HENRY
Dr. Carrin?;ton will have to wait.
I'm busy.

He tries to embrace her again.

NIKKI
(evading him)

No, you're not.

HENRY
(frowning)

What's the matter?

NIKKI
Now, don't act surprised.
all through this before,.
promiscuous love making.

We've been
I don't like
It's meaningless.

HENRY
Who's promiscuous? We're alone, a.ren't we?

NIKKI
Pat, last time you were here, I spent
three days wrestling with a typical air
corps wolf, It was like playing puss-in­
the-corner with Bluebeard or somebody.
You even invaded my bedroom, claiming you
wera looking for a lost pocketknife. Now,
I'm f'ond of you, Pat, hut this time, if
you don't keep your hands to yourself,
we're through.

I '. HENRY
You're fond of me, eh? Well, I'm fond
of YGlU, too. What are we waiting for?'

( CQNT:i:NWiID)



9 (C ONTINUED )

8/29/50
15

NIKI\I
We're waiting until wo get to know
each other.

HENRY
(grinning)

Now you're on my side. Come hore.
You'll get to know me •

. NIKKI
(pushing him away)

Not that way,

HENRY
What other way is there?

NIKKI
(desperately)

Didn't you ever hear the word
"conversation"? Didn't you ever read a
book, or see a movie - or - or think
about anything?

HENRY
Yeah, But you don't want to talk
about what I'm thinking.

NIKKI
No, I don't. If that's all you can think! _

HENRY
I got other thOUghts.

NIKKI
It would be an entrancing diversion to
hear one.

HENRY
Well, try this one. Dames are all alike.

NIKKI
That's not a thought. ::rt's a cliche.
And a stupid cliche.

HENRY
All da.mes want to get ma.rried. I'f' you
a.sk them to marry you, youtre sinpere. If'
you dQn't you'r·e Bluebea.rd, and a; wolf.

NII\KI
:(idangerously)

Are yo'll saying I want yo1,1 to ask me to
. marrJlf you?
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9 (CONTINUED)
HENRY

Never could figure them out. If you
bUy a dame one meal and try to kiss
her, you're a wolf and a Bluebeard.
But if the same fellow promises to buy
her thirty thousand meals, then he's a
prospective husband and he couldn't
beat her off with a stick.

NIKKI
Yes, and tell a fellow your garter
belt is your own business, and he'll
think of every mean~ stinking thing
in the world to say back to you!

Hh"'NRY
(calmly)

That's the war of the sexes, I guess.

NIKKI
Well, I hate war!

, HENRY
On the othor hand, it's my business. I
got a commission. Gimme a kiss, Nikki.

NIKKI
I'm tired of you. Now, come on. Doctor
Carrington's eager to seo you.

HENRY
(gloomily)

Okay. Lead on, Miss Nicholson. I
guess I came to the wrong Pole.

He follows her out.

DISSOLVE

10 INT. DR. CARRINGTON'S LABORATORY

This is a large chamber in a soparate building. Here
are concentrated the instruments used'by the various
scientists in their astronomical, mineralogical and
botanical experiments.

(CONTINUED) ,
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10 (CONTINUED)

At a large flat-topped table in the room sits Dr. Arthur
Carrington•. He is a man of 43 with an alert" oheerful
face. He is good looking, well bUilt, soft spoken.
His dominant characteristic is a smile that seems never
to leave his lips. It is present always on his face
like an extra feature. He is a genius of science and
a man whose brain is fooused like a microscope on the
secrets of nature. But the intensity of his preoccupa­
tion with science is not to be heard in the e8.sy tones
of his voice. It will be seen in the things he does,
in his point of view - but never in his manner.
Outwardly, he seems only a good looking man £ull of
ohild-like enthusiasm for a task and with a soothing,
amiable way for his fe11~w man.

In the room with Dr. Carrington is a lean young man
named William stone, in charge of the campfs
photographio work and equipment.

Captain Henry standsisilently in the doorway, his eyes
moodily on his scientifio rival. The doctor is
studying the indicator dials of a complex. instrument on
the table. Bill stone greets the arrivals.

STONE
Hello. Nikki. Hello, Captain
Henry. How was the trip?

HENRY
(shortly)

O. K. .

He remains staring at the preoccupied
Carrington who seems aware neither of
his or Nikki's presence.

NIKKI
(quietly)

Captain Henry is here, doctor.

CARRINGTON
(without looking up,
his voice amiable)

Yes"i I. know.
/.(hiseyes stay on. the indicator

/ I dials and. he contj.n'lJ,E>s softly)
Woul4 you take these notes, please,

\(~e diQtates to Nikki quietly.
! She writes as he speaks)

Nove~ber seoond, 2 p.m, Deflection
on SC!l'een nineteen oontinues - !
twe~ve point three. No lessening
or ~n~ering of disturbing olement,

\ t

\.
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10 (CONTINUED)
CARRINGTON (cont'd}·

(he looks up and smiles
at Henry and adds softly)

Can we start now, Captain Honry?

HENRY
(coolly)

Mind telling me where we're going?

CARRINGTON
Forty-eight miles due east.

HENRY
Your message said an aeroplane
had crashed. Is that what we're
looking for?

CARRINGTON
(smiling)

I donlt, Imow" Capta.;ln.
I

HENRY
(covering his irritation
with difficulty)

lid like to know what I'm supposed
to go looking for, Dr. Currington.

CARRINGTON
(g;ently)

So would I.
(eagerly)

I think we should start while
the light holds.

HENRY
(wi thout moving)

/ We'll start a.fter youtve given me
what information you've got.

CARRINGTON
(softly)

Is tMt neoessary, Captain?
',,(hese~s He~ylS fJi C9W;J.

-/i 'an-dis qua-QlfJ!.:a;oontrite )
Ilm very sorry. I was· thinking
on,ly of the vagu~n..e~$.. ot-my

;~~1~at~iii'y~Ud~i~~~~~:;&g
Captdin Henry myt'irst notes,
Nikk:U.1

\
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19

NIKKI
(opening the note book in
her hand and reading from
it)

November 11 11:15 p.m. Sound detectors
registered explosion due east. 11:18 p.m.
magnetic dial revealed twelve point three
deflection. Such deflection possible only
if a disturbing force equivalent to 20,000
tons of steel or iron ore had become part
of the earth within fifty mile radius.

m:NRY
That sounds like a meteor l doesntt it?

CARRINGTON
(wni.nbly)

Yes, very much. Except for our photogrnphio
plates. Our telescopic cameras were working
last night. Here is the fi~a taken between
11:12 and ~1:15. Let Captain Henry see it,
Bill. '

stone switches on a light in n moviola
.box and runs a strip of film slowly
through it. Captain Henry looks into
the box.

CARRINGTON
You will note the small dot low on the film.
It is moving from west to east. At 11:14
the dot'move$ upward•. At 11 :15 it drops to
th~ earth and vanishes. A meteor might move
ttlmost horizontally i'rom west to enst,but
,bevel' upward. If the traveling object caused
!the explosion we picked up, it is in the ice
48 miles from here. The sound reachod us
four minutes after the objectts disappearunce.
This gives us the approximate distance from
here.

" HENRY
:(frowning)

Twen~ythou~and tons of steel
met~J.. f9X' a:p.aeroplane. ,

! I ~-" - ',. . -- .

is a lot of. I

I
[

Ca.+':t'ington,
I,
i,

I CARRINGTON
F6X' ~he sort of aerQ~I~e we kno~~

I .

I"' . EENRY I
\(abruptly)

Come,on, let's get going.
; \ ..... .

, I

~.. e walks .ou.. t. ,to.11owed by
~ton~and NiKki. .
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11 INT. 0-54 PLANE

Captain Henry and Lieutenant Dykes are at the contirols.
The rest of' the crew are in their aocustomed places.
A dog sled and a d.og-team occupy the veal' of the
passenger cabin.

Flight Engineer Barnes is scanning the snowscape below.
So are Photographer Stone and the scientists Olson,
Chapman, Vorrhees, Laurenz and Redding. Skeely is also
peering avidly out of the window. Thore is an air of
tension to the silenoe.

Only Dr. Carrington seems relaxed. He shares a sent
with Nikki.

From time to time Oaptain Henry turns around to scowl
at Nikki and Carrington.

NIKKI
(eagerly to her"oompanion)

I'm terrib~y exc:tted, Arthur! 1 1m
jum.ping up and down insidel

CARRINGTON
(softly)

So um I.

NIKKI
(laughing)

It' the worJ.d were coming to an end, I
don l tthink you'd change your ex.pression..
Arthur. Youfcd keep smiling" !lnd dictating
l1otes ... and;expeot me to take them down
~ccura toly.i, .

CARRINGTON
(nodding)

And you would.

Oap~a.in Henry. has risen an~ left
, ,Dyke):S at the controls. He has
/ walked back to Carrington ~nd stood

,: there waiting grimly for their taUt
,'; rtfi>.·end.• ··!te ..sJ?eaks up now'f'rl th
i' irritat:t.on.

HENn't
We Ir~ f:i.fty m11es' out, Dooto~,·.a.lfrdnot a
signtof anything. Those gadgetSiof' yOUI'S
must the screwy. ;

r,
: ; CARRINGTON I
I '(am:tably) . \

I doppt it, Oaptain. They've 0~hibited

no s~gns ot lunfl,0:Y in the p~st.'
\i

w!iJjit~~:@.~@~i,,~ih;'WjMi'i\'" .• .,j',:<//....•..y:~+, 'i;;Q':"i,\f'§A~:~.i, 'if:;;),~i;;i&i);!#.~,\i:r,'i;i'%.·;i,\;i~j;;~it~js~li
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11(CONTINUED)
NIKKI

(to Henry)
You must be off your course.

HENRY
(to Ca~rington, insistently,
ignoring Niklti)

We haven.t seen anything, have we?
What does that mean?-

C.ARRINGTON
(amiably)

It means we haven't seen it. It doesn't
mean it isn't there.

Henryts response is interrupted
bye. cry from Dykes.

DYKES
Hey, Pat! ,fLook at this! The compass
is turning_a~oundl

~ HENRY
(starting forward)

What the holy -- .

CARRINGTON
(calmly)

WaIve passed it.
(calling to Dykes)

When did it start turning, Lieutenant?

I
l J

t·- I 'DYK;ES
,fu.st now ....... :fifteen seconds ago.

/
i

..-.~ .

HENRY

Then
mile

DYKES
Yep., ,Hundred and eighty degrees.

OARFttNGTON
t!enry)

flew_r:I,~lf:~,.Qver it.ab9l.lt
th:r:ee eights back~
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11 (C ON'fINUED)

Henry-returns to thecockpit~ Carrington fol~ows him
and st.ands gazing out. over his shoulder •

.12 LONG SHOT OF ICE FIELD FROM SHIP'S POINt OF VIEW

A dark patch in the ice appears.

13 INT. COCKPIT

CARRING~ON AND DYKES
(tOget.her) ..

There - I see it - over t.here~

DYKES
It's buried in the ice.

HENRY
- (nodding) -

Fa~t.en your s;eat. belts, •
fq1ks. We're going to land.

DISSOLVE TO:
/

14 THE ICE PLANE

l'he 0-54 lands g:racefully on iots skis; Its occupants
disembark. Barn~s and Dykes start hit.ching up t.he dog
team.

!\ .

I \
\ \

\

. .NIKKI -
I' ./ <,tanding on ti:ptqe)
I c~n't see it. fram here.

\ HENRi:::-
It's t.nat way_ About a half
mile. \
, ( t

, , \



14 (CONTINUED)
CARRING'I'ON

A l1~tle mo~e south, I believe.

NIKKI
Oh, I hope we don't lose it.

CARHINGTON
(smiling at her
eagerness)

Hardly_

23

MACAULIFF
This III lead usr1ght +'0 it •.

He holds up a Geiger counter.

CARRINGTON
(surprised)

A Geiger coupter•. But,-there's
no reason to suppose it's
radioactive.

lrACAULIFF
It is, though. I not.iced in
the plane. See?

He holds up the counter. It clicks steadily_

DYKES
All set f folks.

NlkJ.<:l gets/'on the sled. It starts off, the rest of the
party trot'ting along in its tracks.

DISSOLVE TO

15 tHE ICE PLAIN NEAR 'l'HE DARK PA1'CE;
I,

'1'be"sled s~ops~, ;Nikki gets off andr~ns witl'(the others
tso-the dark p~t;cl!l.. They stand looking' dowrl" at it trom a
little hillock ot snow and loa.

. BARl~$
iThat's lDO aeroplane.
I
\

( :
... 1·

\'
\~

I .
I

I
(OONTINUED)



15 (OONtINUED)
OLSON

It'scert.ainly not a meteor.

24

.(C ONlJ:XNUED)

MACAULIFF
Whatever it ~s. how in the
holy name of Aberdeen; did it
get in f.here? Look, the ice
is smoot.h as glass.

There is a litt.le chorus of agreement and wonder.

HENRY - .
This is the craziest thing
I ever sawl

CARRINGTON
Not really.

! HENRY
(over polite)

Perhaps youtll be-good enough
t.o explain the little mystery
to all us ordinary people.

CARRINGTON
(staring-at t.he
dark patch)-

Aiiything hit f:ing t.he earth's
atmosphere at an astronomical
speed Viould."be white hot in an
ln~~~nt. It would. melt its
wBN"int.o t:heice wfiloh would
t~n freeze over it again. .

Skeely and/Barnes have moved t.o·anot.her hillock to get a
better viqw ot the buried object. Suddenly Skeely lets
out a yell."

SKEELY
(~t t.he t.op of his
:4ungsJ

I~' 3iViSAUCER1 r.c t S A FLYING
SAUCERl'

, ­'. ~

'llhere .is an iristant I s SilencQ4 They all stare into nbe
ice. I

I



25

;1..5 (CON'..l.'INUED)
AD LIB

A saucerl
A flying disc!
Sure, look fram over here - see1
A real, honest-to-God saucerJ
See the direction vanes •••
They said there were no such things •••
D'ya suppose there's anyone in it1
Must be ••• Sure •••

SltEELY
(jumping with excitement)

Axes 1 Get some ioe-axesl

Barnes and Dykes run. for axes. '

Let me
srrow

::~n~~:o~ic~:~~;~OdYl

! SKEm~Y
(wildly I as -.stone
starts photographkng)

Where's the radio operator!
Hey, MacAuliff!

(MaoAuli£f turns
to him)

Scotty, came on, qu1ckl I
want to send a message!

HENRY
(interrupt1ng)

Nothing doing. No private
meEfsagea •

.' SKEELY
What do you mean, prlvatel I'm
going to send it to the whole
'worldL '

mtNR¥
801'1''1, ~keely. ''!Ibis' is army
1nforl11eJ(fion. ' I'll have to wait
for autp.ority to let you file a
story.' ;.

/, . SI{EEtJY

I~f~i~r;;.t~fI,"!'
.~~a.f,~sl,t.ilii1J$;.q,a:t~~~. r~~(t1.i'~t':·"
tnep;reIHJ.l . I'm sending mys.to:ry,
Oaptain£\, ;'-' ~

'. I

/ A1.·..··,,1.·.·.·..·'•. 1'.·..1g\.•....'.....•.~\1..... send~y B'litt,S:·sntJ.,., .
"-. )'
. ,v

"
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(COmINUED)

Skeely glares at him in frustrated fury. Henry ignores
Skeely's rage, and t:urns +'0 MaoAuli!f.

HENRY (cont r d)
Call Hendrix••Have him wire Fogarty
we!ve found a flying disc - intact
- imbeaded in the 1ce - and we're
going to get it out:

:MACAULIFF
Yes, sir.

He starts for the plane - Skeely at his heels.

SKEELY
(urgently)

Looky, Scottyll1'his is the
blggeststqry slnce the Red Seal
A ship from anot.her planetl You
oantt cover it upl Have a heartl
Think what this means to the worlcU ~

MACAULIFF
I'm not working for +.he world.
Ihn working for the army, and I' va
got myovders.

SKEELY
{furiously)

E1fen €he Russians wbu~dnft act
l;J.k& th1s1

f ..

He sta.rts 'back toward'Captain Henry.

OLSON
(to Oarrington)

What do you make of that, ..
Arthuv~ It certainly doesnft
look l~ke 20,000 tons of steel.

CARRINGTON
Not~iven a ton, I Jd say.

I .j

DUribg the ab6vG, axes have arrived. Five of the men
stavt haoking. r$'\Terl~hlY tI:lX'0}:~~b. ....he ioe•. N;tkki~.t~n.ds
beside Carrit'igtqn•...... e.l:lpt"a.ihHenryj diA~"~hemet),'OhOlifpil:l3
on the .1ce.(~~ 11~-t:,.ee;~oup on the wilia.-sW,'ept;soow
WOrkSi.1.en'!'11. a~.·,. d.e..•.slfer~t~.l..•.Y to l?enlove the,f'q~ feGt
covering 9£ ioe .. f'romthe saucer,,·

i \

( t CHAPMAN
. K~.ottting up to Oa.rrington)

Wllat ....d¢ you. thi$ it' s mad.~ Qf.·
A:t"'bhUti' . .. l>. ···'.jr~ld~iij~r6j;;;f"'i!.
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CARRING1:0N
No element we know on this earth.

NIKKI
(excitedly)

I don't see any door or windows
in it.

CARRINGTON
~hey must be underneath.

OLSON
(p~er1ng)

I oan't make out any engine.

OPJmI~G'rON
I doubt it we 11J. tinci. anything
we oall an enaine,- ..~

I' SKEEL~
(arriving out of breatn)

What planet do you figure it1s
from, Dootor1

OARRINGTON
Not t.his one.

SKEELY
Must be Mal'S. ~hat t s the only
One t.hat' s supposea to be
inha.b1tad, isn't itf

! OARRINGTON
I',ll be able to answer your
qJiesti9~s ,a .. ~1~+;le ·.~9re
are:e_a.1'ely rwftterIJveexamined
the interior of the craft and
its occupants, if any.

Skee~ygrabs an ~e ana runs toward the chopping gr9up.



~4i,"~.'(O ON'£ INUED)

'EDDIE
(looking toward the
horizon)

That storm front's moving in
fast. But we can't quit. We 'va
got to keep going1 It's fram
Mars 1

HENRY
I'm not going to tJi1'Y' an
i.nstrUttient landi.ng. on skis. in
the da~k .. afld kill oft everybody.

I

EDDIE
(eagerly)

We can dig for another half
hOur, Pat. '

HENRY
It" they get that close - I'll
neve~, get them oack in eha sb.:tp.
They're so excited now they don't
know they1re half frozen.

" EDDIE
t. (~:X:Q1tedi*~)

'" L,~~lt, 'e.u .:Qt~alrt1ne. :t •11
s~ay here all night. Just
~eave m.e a sleeping bag and some
,wW.skey:.

J." HENRY
. ( ~'I1a.de~J y}

I got E+ i thernlittl bomb on the
sled. :Go get it. We'll melt
the iQ~ away_

{:--:l\

28

He runs
diggers

/i.. ..... .. ~:Q:P+i
I C~e in ha.na~ ;.

Wonclerflul.l What .B;.... braa.nit - ," --- .-' ' ..

I .
toward t~e sleq.. At the same moment one 01' the
cries ontl. ..

, f~ ~
I I \ BARNES

<Me in hand)
Here's\a piece in'the open&
We'Ve ~ve~ed it£



(CONTINUED)
The scientists and the axe
wielders run over to Barnes.
Captain Henry con~s over.
Dr'. Carrington drops to his
knees and examines a two foot
metal edge protruding from the
ice.

CARRINGTON
May I have a file" plee.se?

BlillNES
Here's one.,

He remt:>ves 8. file from his heavy
clothes. The group watches as
Dr. Carriginton starts. uSing the
file on the protruding edge of
the sa.ucer.,

CHAPMAN
What's it look like" Arthur?

CARRINGTON
(hitting the tile against it}

I don't Imow. Probably an alloy. I'll
try and get some filings. We can analyze
them tonight.

(he looks up and smiles at the
group watohing him)

We ha \Ten I t much time. I sU3geat you all
ooqtinue with ~our excavating.

/
HENRY

No need to. We've got a themnite bomb.

CARRINGTON
(pleased)

The m·l~e !. Oh), excelIent I
I

H~4stops filing and rises. He
stands staring do\rm at the maehine
in the ice. Lieut. Dykes arrives
W:Lth a t~rrni t<7 bomb, a length of

:w:L::re and a p~unger .Mac4Ulif~ (Jomes
,/ rtinn me; up at ',the sarne momentJ
, I,

I MACJi.ULIFF
(p?-nt:in g) ,

TheY're\ relaying the message to Foaarty now.
W'e ouen'\; to have an answer in an hqUX\. '
I got ~6me news back from Hendrix•. The
barome~~,r fell down to the cellar and a

\1 (CON$$NUED)
\~
."}t(/

29



'15 .( CO NTINUED )
...

freeze is coming up like nobodY'S business.
He sa~Ts to watch out.

HENRY
I'm watching. Drill a hole for that bomb,
Eddie.

SHEELY
(moving into the group in
time to hear the last remark)

A bomb? Is that safe?

DYKES
(as he digs the hole, Barnes
aSsisting)

It's S.O.P. Standard Operating Procedure
for removing ice.!t just melts it.

BARN"",i]$
It'll uncover the whole saucer in thirty
seconds.

NIKKI
I'm so excited, I'tll almost sick to my
stomaoh.

HENRY
(to Dykes)

That's deep enough, Eddie. The light's
going fast.

All set, Pat.

. HENRY
;Clear the fie Id,1Vl8.:c.

MACAUI"IFF
(balling)

OVer here "". everytiodll. Keep
\

0./,1·
\

. I

( ,

30
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31

The orew $~d scientists and Nikki
move across,the ice, led by Ma.oAuliff.
Eddie uncoils a hundred feet of' wire
and walks with it. Oaptain IIenr~T stands
in tho incree,sing w:ind - surveying the
dimly outlined ship in the ice.

HENRY
(rai sing his arnl)

Let her go, Edd~e.

Eddie preSSes the plunger. ' There
1s the-normal thermite bomb explosion.
J\,.glow of the thermite flares and
dies.

~DIE
(ealline; outl

O.K., folks. Shes olear.
!

Before anyone can move there is a
muffled explosion. And a second
flal"o s tarts under the ice. Gradu­
ally the glare builds up. The
whole ice field becomes illuminated
from beneath by anunboarable light.
The onlookers are forced totUJ?l1
the~ eyes away, all save Carrington,
and Henry who continue to stare at
it.

A chorus of exclamations and queries
;' rise fl'Orn t1:}egroup.

I AD L:tB
tWhat is it?

/What happened ...
Secondary explosion?
:QO.:p,{t;" +,QQk, ~1Jb.1.!1it~jYO~j~W{i);i:{
How can it burn.. in the ioe?
Ohain ~ea.ct:l.on '!It from the thermi tel
Etc. i' .'

. ni .. ;., \"" ...
;,/'It:; .u;,,;,;j,;~',,;j~,~,; r L;'i'

/ .(~abbi,n,.~,ahEapman I s apln) L
Wh.a~t81 happ(;}n:tngtp ." t:. c'J!e':3.J,1n~' ~ocl

, \

(~1()Wly)';·i'Q~~1f . {;r':Cq1';':t:1~£!~~~;>Y)'1:"
I fnt af:t'\a:td it 1.~,q.lL,~~n~~·,r~~:~~';2,~;!,·p~;l!~;3.;~~;~.),··,I;

~\' (co~tmrED)
\ \
\ :

\\,
'/'



15 (CO NTI1TUED )

(his
Secrets ­
science.

CARRINGTON
.faoe tense)
tha t might have given us
Gone!

a n.ew

32

Captain Henry stands aghast as
the wild burning consumes the
ship under the ice. He sees its
outlines run and vanish. Skoely
cames up to him.

SKEELY
. (raging)
Standard Operating Procedure, you blind
ape! You've destroyed it~

CARRINGTON
Ii f;lhouldha va thouf!~t .. I should have
thought ••• 0

SKEELY
You sure should! The greatest discovery
in history up in flame s 1 Fine world

(he wheels on Henry)
The army oan bo proud of. itself- turning
a Whole c ivtlization into a Fourth of July
niece. Even the Indians acted smartor
toward Columbus!

CHAPI':l.AN
Not a awed left. Every bit of it gone ­
and we know nothing - nothing.

CARRINGTON
We know one thing •••what it was made of.
Obviously a magnesium alloy.

CHAPMAN
That's right. 'Only magnesium would react
to heat tho. t wa.y.

. SKEELY
,'(pitterly)

$pletildidiThere's a story for me.
: (quoting)

S~le~tists learn magnesium burns!

,(CON'ITNUED)

;

I '
\ I

\

\
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33

DYRES
(to Henry)

Want rae to mark the spot - so we
can find it after the storm?

Captain Henry has been staring
into the wind-swept ice. He has
stood silont undor Skeelyis abuse.

HENRY
(to Dykes)

LataI', Eddie. First,
up 0.11 3TOur picks and
your Geigor counter.

I want vou to bring
axes. Mac, I want
And bring the dog sled.

MACAULIFF
Where to?

HENRY
I SaH. something ul1dpr· tho ice C:'..bCi~;:.t •

fifty feet from hero. The flare lit
it up.

Ho holds the Geiger counter
in front of him and starts
walking slowly. Carrington,
Erioson, Barnes, Dykes and
Skeely move along D.t his side.
Tho other s straggle behind,
MacAuliff leading the dog team.

OARHINGTON
What was it , Captain1

HENRY
I don't know. It was shaped like a
wan, but it might have been a piece of
the disk.

A man!
sauce,r,?

DYKES
You mean somebody got out of' that

! i HENRY
Probab1.y throV'm out when it orashed. If
it if1 a man.

(CO:tf.rI1'"UED )
i



15 (CONTINUED)
CARRINGTON

(gesturing toward the counter,
which is clicking)

It's radio a.ctive. I imagine it must be a
fragment from the saucer.

HENRY
Maybe. It was sure man-shaped, though.

CARRINGTOn
(with growing excitement)

Good workt CaptUin. We may salvage
somethi.ng ye t.

SKEELY
(pointing at the oounter)

Itls getting louder. More to yo~w left l
I think.

DYKES"
(point ing off)

There it isl Therel

He Doints to a:n ioe bank. Dimly
visible in the ioe is a two legged
shape.

SEEELY
Is this a story 1 The man from Mars 1

MACAULIFF
(ex.oitedly)

It t s got legs .. and a head. I CEln see 'em.

NIKKI
!t isl It's a man ••• It really isl

There is an ad lib ohorus of
excited rOlnarks from the others.

AD LIB
There r' s eo it?
Lool!: ... right by that boulder I
Itls an s:nimal.
No'.. it I S a man.
Most b~ oight feet long.
Etc. :

( CO NTIN'UED )

( :

34



15 (CONTINUED)
EDDIE

How oome it I S frozen iii the ice - if' it was
thrown c1eaX' ?

HENRY
(ohopping at the ice)

Sa.rae as the saucer. Got molted in.

SQELY
(ahoppine at the ice)

How about using .sdlno thormi te?

HENRY
Shut up!

ThG men oonti,p'l1~ to swing thei:r
axes.. ~acAul~tr has stepped into
a small dopression in the ioe and
is olo$est to the figure they are
trying to e:x.trica te. The ice
surrounding it has become flawed
from t hair blows, and' th.e flgUl"6
it contains is p:ractica11y invisible.

B.ARNES
(ohopping)

I can't see it at all now.

SKEELY
Hurry up, boys. I can't wait.

A (to He J:1t'W)
Stp:'e hope itilsn't a mirage.

35

fuo mirage.
IfE:NRY

It's there all right.

'"BJJUj~S
Whatd1!d it look like in the flare?

HENRY
You'll'[Qelleve it when you s~e it.

:' l ' . -, _ .:':.

./ ~.

MAOAULI:FF
(f';t'om below)

Hey'" \

i ~
\ '



15 ( CONTINUED)
MACAULIFF

( staggering away
from the block
they have carved
out)

I'm sick to my stomach. I sunk
my piok right into its skull ­
something green oozed out.

EDDIE
No harm done. It was dead
anyway.

ERICSON
The lieht's going, Pat. We
haven't got time.

HENRY
You're right.

BARNES
Hey, look.! The whole block's
coming 100seL

CARRINGTON
(nodding)

Recently formed ice. Separates
easily •.

HENRY
All right - everybody on it.
We'll load~the whole slab onto
the s'led.

They load ,the block: onto the dog sled, and start
hauling i~ across the ice field.

DISSOLVE TO:

16 EXT. POLAR CAM~. rrHE LIGHtI' IS ALMOS11 GON!1\
}

The 0..54 appea~~ in the lowering sky. It flies
erra ticalloy i~,H"he ~ncreaslng wind. .

y-j'-~ J - " _ , ',,'.. ',"'" _.,"."-, _ _ _ \
The plan, ma~e~l a preoarious landing on it .. skis, the
rising gale ):Sutifeting, and. almos tovertu:rnine; ,it.

A h~lf dozen. bJndled Eskimos come out of tJtle camp and
move toward thaI plane. .. ! .

I i
\" _' _ . ,i. .

Barnes, Eddie ahd l\Ul.cAu.l.:tff pile out •.. Theyhelp l'fikk:i
and the scient~~ts alight. In the half dal3!k,the
passengers starf across the wind-blasted snow toward
the c alJ1p • .The,: move wi thdifflql1t~:i..fWor«;isare
inaud1

r
ble in t~gale. "<', .... .

/ \"-.,
/ ;1

l
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16 (CO:tfTINUED)

MacAuli!! gestures the Eskimo s toward the plane. They
climb in. Captain Henry and Eddie bring ou t the dogs
ana a sled~

The block of ice, half covered by a tarpaulin, is
dropped from the planets door.

Working in the icy blasts now sweeping the da.rk, the
men move the ice-block onto a 81e4. Others tie the
plene down, tethering it to stakes pounded into the ice.

Wi th the plane tied down, the par ty starts for the camp.
The dogs draw the s led with the ic e-block on it.

DISSOLVE TO:

lf3A EXTERIOR ENTRAiWE TO ~'I'OEEROOM

A aeries of steps have been cut through the snOWbank
out~de the storeroom entrance. The ice-block is
unloa ded from the sled and bumped down the a teep steps.

17 INT. STORE ROOM

It is a dimly lit room, piled with barrels of
scientific equipment. It has the look of a gloomy
well stocked cellar.

Thl.7 ice-blo¢k is slid into a cle.ar spe,oe in the middle
of the room'.. Barrels and bOJ[es are moved to make more
room around itJGll 1:h e group assisttng.

HENRY
(to Eddie)

Send ,t~Je ,E.sklmos£:aW9Y.
I'

" EDDIE
Theyt~rhot foot~d it already.
It' a ~~:t~~ to take a lot of
"Q9S.Jt;~S,'t?9 ~e.~ ,'tJ;l,€l~"back.

I'lfkQJ\(1LIFF
4lly',?p:e1,.. g9t ~Ollle. ~~~$key?

I '

t.6k·i.ri~')··~tr1:~~E ..
.. !~()me boxej,);;:, ... <'v

I Here' ~\awhQle barr$om•..
... \

He removes a bot;tQ~ aQ.¢!.
'\I
')
('



17 (CONTINUED)
BARNES

(to Henry, nervously)
What do we do now, unveil him?

38

HENRY
Nothing to see tr~ough the ice.

(to Carrington)
Can you turn off the heat in
this room, Doctor?

.CARRINGTON
(softly)

If it's necessary.

EDDIE
What d'you mean, turn off the
heat. It's fifty below outside.

CARRINGTOl~

I susgest we discuss our procedure
before we take shy further steps.·

HENHY
(to Eddie) .

Open the window,' Eddie.

Eddie stares at him and climbs up to the window.

LAUEENZ
(full 01' tens ion,
his eyes on the
tarp ccvered block

l of io tl)
We are we. st:tngtime, Capta in~
We must melt it out. Invest1gatet

I Examinet
!

HENRY
We're ·not melting it out.

EDDIE
(from the ladder
top)

The .w:1ndow1 s closed.
;:, '

HENRY
Punch a hole in~~.

Edp.ie brea~~ tti~ 1JI1iJl~!l)~~;,,;'

\
i\Ll\V~MZ .

I ~~~;e~t ~;U~l~~i~~~~;~l~~;titiThe
t~er~ ~i;Yie .are'·~~;~~n,~r.:·~..t.~.~ '.' .

')
/



( CONT INUED)
CARRINGTON
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(quietly)
It's a.lmost certain that we'll
be called in by the army to make
a study of it later, Captain.

LAURENZ
You can't fly the thing to Dutch
Harbor \ This storm may last for
weeks. No human can walk in it.

HENRY
I'm sorry, gentlemen. I'll wait
instruc-tlons from General Fogarty.

SKEELY
(quietly)

I think you're making a crazy
decision. ,There's no army
precedent tor how to treat a
Martian. And nobody is better
quallfiad to take our visitor
apart than these gentlemen of
science. You couldn't ask for
more geniuses at an autopsy.

HENRY
It' s s te. ;)' ing in the i ce •

LAURENZ
youtr.e behaving llke a meddlesome
~ob?~~morel Captain Henryl There
a.:FeorganiSbts the t survive after·

/d~a th. Col:d may destroy them.

REDDING
'~( quietly)

~b,,~y, may. l:>~dan~erolls organisms.
~$~~~'~e"g~~tt{1 fjilOm,"ti'tt~the~·,"'p~$.n'$t,.
We'r<i,lnot 'Prepared medically to
cope 'with them.

'I, '", ,"", ,,< '.,' LAURENZ
Th~'~{ ~fil' ~91~oJ.ute nonsense, Reddi,ngS

,
! i REDDING

'~",'.....',',••~••,'.'.·'.·.,'..•"r,.".,.",.',",.,..',;,....,•.,,:.., 1,,".','.'.',.~R.. '.,.,.W.~,',.,."."'.'.''', .. PW Wp t att~J~.':~e~t~t" ·~,~~~t~it'~:l'i". t .

" j,\., ... ,.. , .'.' ,·;mtliTfiY ", ", , ".;;,':','

Ijl~ .•..~~n~~4i.$·~~.~~~p~~rt~:,~:.~~~~~·· .... :,··.·,.. ··.'," ,.,.
oti"'~.'~'~ Ft.t,~.~., th&i.t.~~,'tQ~rg~c.i."J('."".'.'

)"



(CONTINUED)
U'trIUilNZ

(to Carrington)
Arthur, you are in charge of
this pOB t.

VORHEES
We b.a ve eV6ry ribht to proceed
scientifically.

,CARRINGTON
(contl'61~ing himselt}

Captain Henry, I can only urge.
you in the interest of human
kriowle dge to permi t us to
examlnfi) the bocly lnthere ..

LaURENZ
( axc i ted-Iy)

~: ~~~:t;t~!~:~~;~~fi~€)1~€)~h!:t,:~~p ...
a.ll armedJ

lI:aNRY
Your request is denied, Dr.
Carrington. That ice-block and
wha t l s in 1 t is ar,~y property, '
And this 1s a military installa tion.
As head of the mill tary here., I'm
taking· ovel' !II~. .

40

::t~{ .

SKEELY
,Afa:t1t1.191, lB."". .ep.\:
i

/ • . "'. .L .griI~#i.
/ Un ti.~, I rfi)$;~i,v.:e lus,truotiona x'rom
/' ,myaLtpeil14.Q;r';.\,o.ftice:t? ..on wna.,tto1Q;O

.... w.Jt' l;J., l11a~~<tiJtte. ..J:'.nlPO,stl~a.
.'~~fiir~'~Q~"~~1~$li'1~W~fQ:o¢y{ A;)\t~,;1'" ·.'.nci<,,,"" :::~i~;~:~~S .hands oft .. .in the '

\.,:

, '
~, ,
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17 (CONT INUED )
HENRY

Thanks. How do we get to your
radio room?

CARRINGTON
I'll show you.

(he starts out)

SKEELY
(excitedly)

The radio roomJ lim getting
senile I I tOJ?'Sot all about' it.

Skeely starts out.,

EDDIE
Mind ii'l, have a last peek at
our pal •\

\
, I'

He goes to the ioe-qlock, and pulls otf the tarpaulin.
The dim two-legged shape is blurringly visible inside
the blook ..

HENRY
Oome ort, Eddie.

I!.~DIE

(staring at the
frosted ioe-eake)

I oantt quite make it out yet,
but I know one thing. T~ey
dontt breed :, em fOr' beautl on Mars. '

{ -, '

The re$t ~,thegrOupleaves through the inp,ardoor~ ,
We stay w,tt~ Ken. , He stMdsa.+on~ in theQell~,

~~~~i~grl~~~~:;saab:i~;·"T~:n~~~k~p~6dSh~'~'~~'block
of ioe.', He stEires into it for a. moment a.nd baoks away.
He removes, his ,g'Ul f~omi,tsJ:nolS;.~~r1."a.p.4~~~ es his
p1e.oeleanU1$ "Q,gs,insttha 'bs;r31e:L~,' ~$'e1'EfE('v()ualy
on the 10e-bloQJk.. '

~1_ ~- ."
INT. .UNJ:)ERGRO"'~lfu. CIG:RRIJ:)OYf' J "~Od~EOTm(f"'QE~:5,';'"

ti'~ ,,' ,'''' ',' ,.c.,\'~'f{It)tQ;.B'tff','
Led by ,D~• ,.~~..$ngton:.t~$'srOtlp ~§~<i)'sj'&~~~"te .•'""c,¢,\pwy
len~th.. , Skilalf 1:s tQ':L~a;s ,··l),a.· walk$p,eEJt9-a;Qf.\p'b~~i'
Henpy.. i j '

\ ,,'" ,,'M,ai~ > ..' ,'< "
" (h1sext$tif:i'. ",,:~::()O~ii"~$~'
~":!:'''iJdfo"the\... S\Ji,!hen;i~ii~l'{t-R~;t;·Tm:,;·":"·

, ~Q~ent1s:tp and armi men)

18



18 (CONTINUED)
SKE.ELY (conttd)

Can you ima6ine what's going to happen
when this story hits the headlinest
Everybody who owns a sled is going to
s tart for th eNol' th Pole for a look at
the man from Mars. Gentlemen, you t 11
be doing a bigger business than Coney
Island in a weekl What a shame, hets
deadl An interview with a live Martian~

Tha twould have been something, eh?
Look, Captain, you've got to let
these boys get a t that corpse as soon
aspo$sible. Our readers will be
waiting for details. You're liable
to give the whole nation a nervous
breakdown.

42

(CONTINUED)

,
19 I~. RADIO ROOM

The entire communication equipment of the post is
housed here. A step-ladder leads to a ~ap-door which
in turn leads to a small observation tower abovo the
radio room. Sitting at the radio controls is Ezra
Hendrix, the operator.

The group enters. Ezra is a stocky young man. He is
full of excitement as he turns to the arrivals.

EZRA
1'1'11 using full power. The lousy pole
~s sl1,ootln{$ electricity allover
,the place.

nEi.IfRY
Itm Oaptain Henry. Any message for rne?

EZRA
Yes.; Came through a few minutes ago.

,;:(he reads from a
i" pieoe of pspeIJ)

F9iEtt~~y ,to Henry., ~19tJ,1c:r\Te .flying,
salJ,,(>~r f:,omlce at onCe. Use thermi te

; bo~l:i;'to melt h~J' out. ' Erect temporary
s V'!''Uot\Jll e~ to pro tec t find unti1 my
a.t-:r:l.¥al w.:l.th staff,chle.t's.

I

II ' ~i ":, :$~~Y
"~q (:P~t4m:tDi:L;;.+:,(' '" '," """,', " ,,',' ,t

Tnat..!ts "what I lIke about the arinW.
Sma~:tt .. all the way to the- top. '

I t( to Henry) ,
Wel~~l Oaptain. that gives you a chance
to pet~s the buck ()~ that thermi te dea.l.

\~



"19 (C ONTINUED)

43

HENRY
(ignoring him)

Will you send this to General Fogarty?

SIffiELY
Make it short, will you, Captain?
a hundred and fifty million people
their breaths ...

HENRY

There's
holding

(to. Ezra)
Henry to Fogarty. Flying saucer completely
destroyed by the~nite bomb, due to unforeseen
composition of' ship. Have removed dead
passenger from wt'eck•••

. EZRi!.
(as he tapa the key)

You got a IvlartHm? Where is he?

On ice, buddy.
flash for you.

SKEELY
Hurry it up ~ I've got a

"'-

BZRA
(tapping)

The static's knocking us out of the a.ir.

HENRY
Keeping dead body in block of ice. Carrington
wants permission to remove and examine.
Waiting youriinstrilctions before further
action. 11lat' saIl.

i

SEEELY
(eagerly)

/0. K.Oo:smopoli tan Press Office, New York
! Oity•. You can clear through Edmonton. Try

. our bureau there •.
(he di,ctates)

-liith C~rrington Expedition. North pole ~
The wo~ld has a new vis i tor today, a two
leggedcreatuX'0 f'rom Nars.

CARHINGTON
'You tare beihg a little premature, '1<11'.
S~~~lY~ '!'hat haa not been established'.

' .. - ,; . j

millELY
You caz?, un....eatabl:lah it ... if Itm w~ongf
Doctor.

, 1

(
". I

(CONTINUED)



19 (CONTINUED)
EZRA

It's dead,

SKEELY
(angrily)

I know it's dead.

EZRA
I mean the sender. Nothing's going out.

SIillELY
Keep clicking, man~ It can't quit on you
now'

Another telegraph clicking
sound comes through.

EZRA
Something's coming in.>

He sta~ts writing.

CARHINGTON
It will alter our situation, Captain ­
if vm can' t get through to your General.

HENRY
The situation remains as it is ~ until
we do.

EZRA
(reading from the paper on
which he has been writing)

EVierything grounded - can't join you. Want
you to -

(he looks up)
The rest is scrambled, Captain. Can't pick
it up.

HElmy
He didn't get my message?

EZRA
Doe sn' t look like it. We're a we-aker
station than the one at your base,
Captain. ~ I may be able to pick them
up ~ if they keep sending - but our
outgoing stuff 1s hopeless.

(CONT!NUED)
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19 (C ONTINUED)
SKEELY

Lookiol You can't stopl I've sot
to get this story through. Send it
anyway. Some ham may pick it up ­
there's millions of' them. Send ltl

(to HHnry)
Pat, how about headinB back for
Dutch Harbor?

HENRY
I don't th inl; we can ge t as fur as the
plane - in this wind.

SK8ELY
(desperately, as he leans
over EZl"a)

Keep hitting it, pall Somebody'll got
it • sornewhe;re. Keep clicking•••

Ezra c1icks desperately away
on his instrument. The group
stands waiting and 3ilent.

DISSOLVE TO:

20 INT. BEDROOM OF THE POST. NIGHT

This is a large dormitory with cot beds in it) lining
the walls. Henry, Eddie, Barnes and Skeely are in the
room.

Skeely is w~:ik1ng up .and down, peering out of tho window
a t the s t arming night. .

I
/

Eddie sitsi on a oot. Barnes is curled up on another cot.
Henry is ~t a window, looking out.

EDDIE
You knQwsomething? These scientists
here re,mind me of the time I vias stuck
on BU1~n Island with the HUndred and
&;lx,t~e,Plth., An,aX'{(lY nul;ll;leqame ,,~Sh~,te
tine day and created a. disturba.nce ~lmilar
to tJ:1is Martian.

BARNES
(trom his cot)

What hStPpened to l:ler, Lieutenant'f

(a\QE~In'tJ:J!'~J". -. ',. ,''', '.. ,-.



20 (CONTINUED)
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EDDIE
Nothin' she didn't 11ke. I'm just
wondoring if the professors willt~y

to rush us, Pat.

HENRY
(grimly)

Might relieve the monotony if they did.

EDDIE
It cl hate to have to shoot dcwnseventeen
of the world's grea.test geniuses. You
know somethin.?

HENRY
What?

EDDIE
They're kids, all of thorn. Nine 'Jrsar aIds
drooling over a new fire engine. Scientists1
Did you notice those two double dc)mes who
started crying - when we l:)ft the table?

SKEELY
(suddenly)

This storm is getting worse, Captain.

HENRY
Yes, itt 8 tossing around some.

SlillELY
There's only one thing we can do - dog sledsL
We can wrap 'General Fogarty up and take him
along.

EDDIE
Fogarty?

SI~J!IL!. .. .... ... .... .... ..
That f 3: my hams for 'our prae tty boy from I.1ars.
He has the same dubious rolation to a human
being as that pot-bellied clam in Dutch
Ha.rbdr'. Dog sleds, Captain, are our only

, solution.

HENRY
Solution to What?

\ ~SKEELY

Getti~g out of hore - we could ma~e
the ba~e in five days -

r
I '

\ I

\
\'

"/,f'.f',



HENRY
Cut tho yammering, will you. Itve got
enough on my mind'. It t S de a th ou'l; s :ide.
The storm w111 lrnock off' even the Polar
bears.

The door opens ~nd MacAuliff
enters.

MAC AULIFF
Hets going crazy,

EDDIE
Who?

MACAULIFF
Fogarty,

EDDIE
Which one?

W~CAULIFF

Are you nuts? There's only one Fogarty,

EDDIE
Thel"c t s two now, Skeelyt s baptized our
Martian with the same name,

HENRY
\Vhat about the General?

MACAULIFF
In.coming stuff is pretty jarnmed. But
Iyve figured! it to read thorets been a
,eak in Washington" News of our find
has made the papers. Congress and the

,'President a.nd a lot of other top brass
f want further details.

HENRY
. Theyt 1:'6 not picking up anything from us?

MACAULIFF
Nat a;c rackJ,e If

i" ;

SKEELY laughs,;

HENRY
(If'rt)wning) ,"

'lfha.t t St the jbke,t Sl¥eely?
.~,

i I
( \

", .
\ ,
\i

",.>i
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SKEELY
( chuckling)

A pictu~e of my edito~ just came
to me ••• tearing up and down his
office' - breaking windows and yelling
for Skeely. I can almost hear him.
Hefs liable to shoot himself by mid­
night.

The door flings open. Navigator
l~en Ericson enters. He 1s in a.
~igh state of agitation.

(loudly)
.' Whe1'*e f s Bames'

BARNES
. (Sltti:p.g up}

. Wha t 's up I Ken?
I

KEN
(violen tly)

It's eleven five. Yeu' re supposed to
relieve me at eleven.

HENRY
(sharply)

YoU've left your poatt

KEN
(wildly)

He's late. He was supposed to come
~t eleven.

48

I

i Shut up~
HENRY

KEN
(q.e ::Jpe!.rate ly1

I can't take it any longer; Captain.

HENRY
Tal{e What'

/ Bl!lN.
Your can See it now' The ica has oleared
\lp. It's gotcra.zy hands'~. No oars l and
a lot¢lf eyes .~.E1~treall openl I turned
0. 1'laaJi on it .. ahdit 1,QokedJ.iket it
was l'!i~lng. And :t.. J.1toUt.

; \ .'

t \

'\i
. ,'-.-..

f
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HENRY
GQt ba.el~ to yourppst.

KEN
(slowly)

O. K.

HENRY
Barnes will be right along.

KEN

HENRY
Get Going.

I\EN
Yes, sir.

He turns and walks slowly
out of the room.

SIillELY
I'm going to have a look.

HENRY
You'ro otuying out of there, Skeely ­
along with everybody elso•. Put on
your flying suit, Barnestt And got in
there before Ken starts having kittens.

BARNEs
(pulling on hiseleotrically
heated flying sUit)

'ThatIs the first squawk I'vo heard out
/ ot Ken since ploesti. I don't like it.

SKEELY
All I want. is to ve I'ify wha t I know ­
about! ,1t t S being four-eyed.

He .. dl,l, t .say r~~~;~yeS. . Rashid.I ..
./ : h

;' ;. lrE.NRY l'
N()'Y'(:),r Illl!i,:p,q"YVhc~t .. p.e., ..t:t~~4.\~t'm barfa.ng
all cfviLtahst' .. ' ." . j .

\ .'.'·+'V",':>['

,. ;~i~rth.~\.;I~~~f{:t~~'fibb~rl~~~t
I l ,:.,,'

. \ !

'\1'
')
'j"'



(CONTINUED)
BARl\TES

I won't need the electric blanket ­
if I got this suit plugged in. 80
in case you. carato send me any
company, I could make them
comfortable, Captain.

HE1'RY
I'll relieve you myself at 2 a.m.
And donlt leave your post.

EDDIE
Pat's right l Barney. If yoU give
them ~QharlCe", those scientists
will have him ou.t .. waltzing with
hiitl. '

50

O.K., Captain.
at 2 a.m. i

BARNES
1 1 11 expect you

HENRY
Right.

Barnes opens the door. Nikki is in the doorway. She
is dressed in a fetching looking outfit.

BARNES
(passing her)

Good evening, Miss Nicholson.

NIKKI
11e.ylcome in?

HElmy



8/29150
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20 (CONTINUED)
HENRY

(stif.fly)
Did you want to see me about
anything in particular?

NIKKI
No. I was having a drink - all by
myself in my room •••and playing the
phonograph. And I suddenly felt I
was being very selfish. All that
lovely musio, only for me.

HENRY
(smiling at her)

Want oompany?

NIKKI
That IS what I'm hinting at, Mistah Henry.

HENRY
(to Eddie)

I'll be in Miss Nioholson's quarters if
anything comes up.

SKEELY
I take it Miss Nioholson's quarters
are also out of bounds for oivilians.

HENRY
During army oooupation only.

He moves Nikki through the door.

21 INT. CORRIDOR OUTSIDE NIKKI'S ROOM

Nikki and Captain Henry approaoh it. They walk in
si1eno-e. Nikki opens the door.

22 INT. NIKKI' S ROOM AND OFFICE

HENRY
(a bitsarcastica11y)

You sure you trust me with little
you all alone in your bedroom?

NIKKI
Yes, I think I oan.

HENRY
Very man~y. You ought to wear
pants.

(c ON'fINUED)



22 (CONTINUED)

8/29/50
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NIKKI
(giggling)

I do.

HENRY
(handing her a drink)

Outside or that news, what's on your mind.

NIKKI
I want a favor.

HENRY
Uh - huh••

NIKKI
(producing a bathrobe cord)

I want to tie your hands behind your back.

HENRY
(in a sudden temper)

Oh,for - Look, you asked me in here - I
didn't break down the door - why make a
production of --

NIKKI
Pleas~ Pat. I said it was a favor •••

HENRY
(grudgingly)

All right, then. But no praotioal jokes.
Promise?

NIKKI
I promise.

(indioating ohair)
Here. Sit here. And put your hands around
the baok.

HENRY
(Qpeying.)

The Seoretary of Defense will never
understand thl·s.

NIKKI
(as she ties)

It's all very simple.
boogyman 1n a oake of
I've got a small case
want compa.ny.

First there's a
ioe down in t:he oellar.
of jumps, and I

HENRY
Is thif( \the way you usually entertain
your oOI11.\5anyY

\\.. NIKKI
(she)has finished tying his lUtn.da)

How aboue n A~in~"



22 (CONTINUED)

. 8/29.150
. 53

HENRY
I'd love it. And a long straw, please.

NIKKI
(picking up a glass and holding it
for Henry while he drinks)

Second, I want you to know that out on the
ice today, I noticed the way you jUilJped
in between me and the explosion•••

HENRY
(patiently)

Could we get to the point? Why am I tied up?

NIKKI
Because I want to tell you how muoh I admire
you without getting fingerprints allover
my clavicle.

HENRY
(sourly)

Thanks for the compliment. Both of them.

NIKKI
Another drink?

HENRY
Atter you.

NIKKI
I'm going to have a straight one. But don't
get your hopes up. Liquor doesnttmake me
amorous.

HENRY
(as she tosses of a drink)

It ought to, Nothing else does.

NIKKI
('e,yeing him steadily)

I 11kea the way you handledyou~self today,
Pat • <lind I liked the way you stood up to all
the biB wigs, and refused to let them play
around with the ~ with the thing.

HENRY
You like everything about me, but met is
that it? \

t·'· "'.::;' .. -.,;
i

_~,r4(ttjIJtn·go:t~ ...
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22 (G ()NT lNUED)
NIKKI

No. I'm going to kiss you, not wrestle you.

HENRY
(muttering)

Talk about Japanese tortures -

Nikki kisses him briefly and precisely.

NIKKI
That was very nice.

HENRY
Was it?

NIKKI
Very.

(she pours herself another drink)
See what a good time we can have when
you're forced to behave yourself.

HENRY
Nikki, what you don't know about making
love would populate the whole inter~or

of Australia.

NIKKI
r'll learn. Vfuen I'm good and ready.

(giggling)
They say it comes naturally.

HENRY
Untie me now?

NIKKI
Not on your life.

(she kisses him again)
Admit it, Pat. This wa.s a great idea.
Look at you - sitting talkirig to rna like a
civilized man instead of grabbing around
like a ;,throwback. Why, if you weren't tied
up, I wouldn't have dared tell you,how
much];' :liked you.. !

HENRY
(p;roducing a cigarette)

Got a J.\!ght?



~2 (CONTINUED)

(CONTIWED)

8/29150
55-56

NIKKI
(automatica.lly striking a matah
and lighting his oigarette)

You see, your trouble is you don't know
anything about women. You have no - no
teohnique. ~iliat a woman likes is to ~

She stops and stares at Henry's hands, which are resting
qUietly in his lap.

HENRY
Among other things you don't know is
how to tie a knot,

(he stands up and grins at her)
rt's very likely beoause the only knots
you have on your mind are marital ones.
Good~night, Miss Nioholson.

He goes out.

DISSOLVE

23 INT. STOREROOM

A faint light from the underground hallway comes through
a transom. Barnes enters. The electrio blanket
discarded by Ken lies on a nearby paoking case. It is
plugged into the eleotrio light sooket, hence no light
1n the room. Barnes snaps on his flashlight and gets a
bottle of whiskey out of another case, opens it, and
takes a long' swig. He leans over and plugs his flying
suit into the other half of the double-sooket shared
by the ele~trlc blanket's plug. He takes another drink
and, sitting in the semi-dark, starts Whistling
"Ra.gtime COWboy Joe."

Suddenly he stops whistling and laughs.

BARNES
(self-mocking)

Whistling in the dark, aren't you,
Barne.s!? ••

He lifts the whiskey bottle again, then sits staring
toward the ioe-epoased mummy.

'. . BARNES (0 ont , d)
(suddenly)

!ill right, let's see what you look'
like ,s:onny boy.

(



23 (CONTINUED)

He switches on his flashlight, and
centers its beam on the ice-block.
As Ericson said, the ice is now almost
transparent. Through it, only
partially distorted, can be seen an
,unearthly horror. It has a bulbous
head, a tiny suck_hole for a mouth,
multiple eyes, no ears. Its arms
are extra-long, ending in thorny
clusters, rather th~n hands. It
stares malevolently through the ice.

Barnes lets out a grunt of dismay,
and turns tb~ flashlight away.

BARNES
Whew I

He drinks again, and then starts
making himself comfortable. He
uses a bag of f~ur for a pillow,
and prepares to stretch out on
the floor. Abruptly he shines
the flashlight on the ice again.

BARNES
(angrily)

Quit staring at me!

He see s the blanke t 1y ing on the
nearby packing case. He picks
it up, and throws it over the
ice-cake.

BARNES
I could go nuts looking at you •••

Re lies down, puts his head on
the flour sack and taking a
magaZine from his pocket prepares
to read. ~he camera mOVes to
the electric blanket now covering
the ice-cake, then follows the
electric connection down to the
indicator affixed to the cord.
The 1ndicator hand points to the
"full on" posi tion.-

(CONTINUED)
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23 (CONTINUED)

After a moment, the camera
moves back to the floor beneath
the ice block. A slow dripping
has commenced. The sounds of
the ristng storm outside obscure
the pit.patof the drops httting
the floor. A small DUddle starts
to form. "

DISSOLVE TO:

24 TEE PUDDLE

It is now a large pUddle, very large.

The camera pans across the wet floor, and discovers the
pUddle is close to Barnes' legs.

25 CLOSE SHOT - BARNES

He is having difficulty reading. His flashlight has
started to wane. He snaps it on and off, experimentally.
The battery is nearly dead. Barne s aims it a.t,!' the
printed page once more, then decides it is useless for
the time being. He snaps it off, and stretches himself
out more comfortably.

A splinter of light from the hallway outside still
illuminates; the scene.

26 CLOSE SHOT OF PUDDLE

It continues to grow, The howl of the storm outside
doe s not lessen.

DISSOLVE TO:

27 STAIRWELL OUTSIPE STOREROOM

The form of Bi slled dog appears. It stands poised a.t the
topo!' the stepa for an instant, pOinting eagerly a.t the
storeroom windo~. It is joined by three or four more
sled dogs. They start to bark angrily I their sn(')'U,ts
still aimed at the stOl:'eroom window. They run clown the
stairwell and pr$ss their muzzles against the storeroom
doc'!'.
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Now!

Shut

28 INTERIOR STOREROOM
CLOSE SHOT OF BARNES

He is sleeping. The barking and eager whining of the
dogs can now be heard over the storm noises outside.
The CA~mRA PANS down to Barnes' legs. The pUddle has
reached them, and, as we look, they stir slightly,
causing s_little splatter of water. Barnes abruptly
sits up into the picture.

BARNES
(staring into
the darkness
at his feet)

What the --

At this moment, a moving shadow falls
across his face. He looks up quickly.
An expression of' pure terror appears
on his face. He screams eerily, springs
to his feet, and jerks out his....r6volver.
He fires six times, then, still screaming,
jumps for the storerOOm door, the cord from
his flying suit snarping out of the fixture
a.nd trai·ling behind· him. He yanks open
the door ~nd runs into the corridor.

29 INT. CORRIDOR

Barnes races down the corridor, yelling at the top of
his lungs I j

BARNES
It's alive! It's alive! It's alive!

30 INT. MAIN CORRIDOR

As Barnes I1ppea~B, still yelling., doors have begun to
pop open. Capt~in Henry, pyjama-clad, gun in hand,
come s .running out of his room and grabs Barne s.

i •

The otbe r I inme/tes, in va.rious stage s of undre s s, tumble
out into the ,nal1way onlY' :rninuteslater. Barnes
cont inues to shriek incoherently •

.'\ g~,f,c'

( ahaklngBS"rtl:es)
up I . Cut it outl
(~ slaps Barnes, who
(~tops sct~l1inine;, and .. ..
\standssobblng .. W1t1l.'~err()r)
~n~·t· is 1ti?VJ·l:UV&·:hA,~pened1.:'> .



50 (C ONTI NUED )

It ...
It's

BARNES
(almost in shock)
it ... it came after me 1
alive, I tell youl

HENRY

60

(sharply)
Did ~o~ fire those shots?

BAR.L~ES

(staring past him)
I shot it ... six times ... it kept
on coming at me.

EENRY
(releasing Barnes and
wheeling to D1kes~

Ericson and MacAuliff)
Sounds like some joker's loose.
Come on. Biring your guns.

He starts for the storeroom l
Eddie, Ken, and Mac following.

CHAPMAN
(to Mrs. Chanman,
indicating Barnes)

Esther, better give this
sedative. I'll be J'ight

lad a
back.

He starts up the h~ll. Carrington
appeara in his doorway.

CARR Il'IG'rON
(joining Chapman)

Did I hear r1.$ht? The boy said
ltwas alive?

CHAPMAN
'nodding )

Probaqly had a bad dream.

" NIKKI
:Cealling'after

Carrington)
Wait .:flor me, Arthur.

CARRINGTON
You s'ti!lY,,'.· here, N,ik,kit"",
, (he stops and faCes

,phe g, ro,u,pin the
; CorridOr)·

I'd apireciate it ,if, .YOU
wait In the liVing }'Q ~~" ....
we oan\check this lilt ,t11Sl.'~~.'~'Y'
Thanks .\

~
"
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(CONTINUED)

He continues down the corridor,
Chapma.n following.·

31 INT. STOREROOM.

Henry leads the way into the room. He snaps on a light,
a.nd stands staring at the electric blanket in the puddle
of water.

HENRY
(blankly)

Gone ...

DYKES
Those double..domes! They
stole it. I .

ERICSON
No. The kid BRid it was alive!
I knew it - all the time I was
here. I could feel itl

DYKES
Nuts I How'd' it get out of the ice?

For mswer, Pat indioa.tes the
electrio blanket.

HENRY
S~9n1ebody threw a hot blanket on it.

DiKES
, I know who • Those s;x...year old

/ ~1nl?te1ns ~ that's who.

Ca~r'1ngt6n: and. Chapm~n. have
~ppe·ared. bit the doorway.

I

I
l

).;
:• CARRINGTON

Whe. t Ii#."-d, we do" L1,autena.n t ?
"~ ,','

i .j

! !., .. DYKES
i (ftwious ly) .

Sw~pe4- .~·ne·. frea.k. Ittlstlet1 it
off' sotn6wbere to take it apart t
tba t. ' S'Wh9.t • -, ..

'..:-_:.,'~-.- '--,: ,r- ,'-
, . " \!" :'\".'

; \ CARRINGr.tION
I I assiUte you, t,$:eutena.nt .......

t \
\ '

\ I

\~~
Ii;'

i
i
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aa. (CONTINUED)
CHAPMAN

{suddenly}
Sh .. h. Listen!

All heads are turned toward the
open door. Over the whine or
the wind they hear a chorus of
savage barking and growling.

HENRY
The sled dogs ...

ERICSON
He's out there ..

CHAPMAN
They'll tear him to pieces!

Abruptly, Csrrington brushes
thro~gh the group, end darts
out into the howling night.
He is clad only in his pajamas
and bathrobe.

DYKES
Doctor 1 Stopl

CHAPMAN
Arthur .. are you ma.d!

MacAuliff rhrts out.

, CARRiNGTON

if YO~\~~~ti~~n~'~:%l~t~f~ ~"you
ma.y rei~ease me now .... }

1 \

j.
I

(CO~.'l':rNUE:D)

hurry ..

( \
\ ,

,Mac

Henry curses unde~ bls br~H:\th

~~~~~~:~~:!::r~~f~~r~:~
t a.ck]J:j • Ca.·rZ'1ng1H't1$tru~greatn
esca~e Henr~'s grasp, but Henry
succeeds in· le ading him back
into the storeroom. The storm
noise s he. ve made, their eAclamations
inaudible. i i

i
I

.)t .... . H$NRY
!(~ant'1r1g'l ·· .. ·... ,·f , .....,.J.•

or get fl ylng suita ...



31 (CONTINUED)
HENRY

(doing so)
That was a pretty stupid move _
for a genius.

DYKES
You'd have been frozen to death
in five minutes!

CARRINGTON
(apologetically)

Too much zeal, I'm afraid.
Forgive me, gentlemen.

CHAPMAN
(peering into
the night)

Over tnere - I see something I

HENRY
Put out the light.

Dykes snaps off the storeroom
light. The four men ga.ze
intently into the dark night.
Henry turns on his flashlight.
Skeely enters the storeroom.

SKEELY
(excitedly)

wqere is it? Is it really alive?
Can it talk? Who else saw it
besIde Barnes? i'Vhat are you doing?
Is it out there? Speak to me,
somebody!

HENRY
Shut up.

(he listens and
.looks for
:another moment)

The y 're s ti 11 barking.

CARRINGTON
(speaking through

numb lips ... his
,,01ce shivery)

If only the dogs fo 11ow it.
We'll !lever find it otherwise.

SKEELY
~~ howl of dismay)

Don't 'tell me you've lost it ...
you bullgllng army bOOb. This
is wors~,than Pearl Harbor!

:~."
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31 (CONTINUED)

MacAul1ff enters, carrying
flying suits.

IVfACAULIFF
Here you a1'e, Pat.

HENRY
Grab one, Eddie.

CARRINGTON
May I have one, Captain?

SKEELY
Me" tool

HENRY
(dressing hurriedly)

Army personnel only.

SKEELY
(through his teeth)

Wait till you see what I write
about you~ You'll shoot yourselfJ

HENRY
(zipping his suit up)

Snap it up, boys.

He grabs his flashlight, and
runs out into the storm.
MacAuliff and Dykes follow
a second later. Skeely,.
Carrington, and Chapman
remain staring after them.

32 EXT. STOREHOUSE

The army officers, leaning against the iron wind, grope
their way toward the barking dogs. Their flashlights are
almost useless 1n the snow flurries raised by the gale.
They stop and confer for a second, their words carrying
no further than. the ear they are shouted into. Henry
points with his flashlieht, and the trio alters course
accordingly.

Suddenly a flasn1ight beam picks up some moving forms.
All three flash~lghts center on the activity, but snow
flurries oontinUe to intervene. Dimly, a struggle can
be discerned.

(CONTINUED)

\.



34 INT. DR. CARRINGTON'S LABORATORY

65.

(CON1' INUED )

The officers move toward it. A sudden increase in the
wind knocks them down. They continue toward the barking
and struggling, orawling on their hands and knees.

MEDIUM SHOT OF DOG PACK FROM HENRY'S POINT Oli' VIEW

Tho dogs are tearing at a figure in their midst. A sheet
of flying snow blots out the scene. When it reappears,
the figure is gone.

Henry, MacAuliff, and Dykes crawl into the scene. Two
dogs lie dead in the snow. A third is wounded so
hideously that Dykes shoots it.

Henry signals his pals to pick up the dead dogs. They
e'ach take one.

Henry stops and examines the ground. He picks up two
objects, looks around, then starts back to the camp..

DISSOLVE TO:

It is crowded with nearly all the members of the
expedition. Tl~ scientists are ranged around
Carrington's table. The others stand behind h~.

Carrington is bent over the table. Captain Henry,
MacAuliffand Eddie are immediately around him.

A bright beam of light is focused on the tabl6 center,
hidden from our eyes as we come on the scene.

The crowd aroun4 the table is silent and tense, as at
some overwhelming dramatic performance.

Nikki stands beside the doctor. She is dressed in
pajamas and a 'woollen robe. All the others in the
laboratory are also hastily dressed, sorne in bath robes
and slippers, some in swoators and work pant$l.

Skeoly's lei·ge. bulk is crOWded behind Captain Henry,
peoring over h~s shoulder.

(CONTINUED)



34 (CONTINUED)

CARRINGTON
(as he works)

Can you describe what you saw,
captain?

HENRY
(quietly)

The dogs had him down, tearing
at him.

MAC AULIFF
I saw him get up, with three dogs
on his throat.

66

HENRY
The coldls blinding.
make out the action'.
got there two of the
dead.

I couldntt
But when we

dogs were

, .

35 TABLE TOP

EDDIE
They looked like they'd been through
a chopper. Mince mGat~

HENRY
I found the hand under one of them,
They must have torn it off.

SKEELY
How could dogs tear off a hand?

CARRINGTON
(sof'tly)

This kind of a hand.

He is bent over the object
on the table, looking at it
through a powerful lens.

On it lies a hand and part of a forearm., The hand
has ten stringy looking fingers, twice tho human
length. They are stiffened and resemble a slightly
arced set of thin knives more than fingers ••

t .

\ OLSON
Sharp as razors, aren tt they?

(CON'J:INUED)



CARRINGTON
(studying the
knife fingers)

Yes • a sopt of chitinous
subs tance ..'

BKEELY
( tensely)

Speak English - will youl

CARRINGTON
Som$thing between a beetlels
back and a rose thorn.

SKEELY
Tt,Lorn fingered.. ehf

CARIUITGTON
(tryine to bend
one 011 them)

Amazingly strong.

CHArMAN
They may be frozen•.

CARRIN,}TO N
I donlt think so.

SKEELY
Well, we know one fact about him.
He IS dead now.

I OARRINGTON
\ftniat 18 your opinion, Captainf

HENRY
ldonlt knQw. He sta.yed a.live in a
blook of ioe for twenty-four hours.

rMACAULIFF
After It,ld sunk a. piok into his skull.

;, .

'..•
HENRY

i\,nd hy) got up .. with twelve dogs
on hj:m.,

! t

{ CARRrNG~ON
Yes .. btlt not his blood..

\t
\.
""".,fl,l-

::'.
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· (CONTINUED)

/~ ..

OLSON
From the dogs?

Carringvon has been working
on the arm with a scalpeL.

CARRINGTON
Therets nv blood in the arm.. No
animal tissue,•. Have a look at this
under the micros~ope, George..

He hands a bit of material to
Dr. Auerha¢~, who adjusts. it
under a micrQs¢ope. . .

.; ~,~'-:J .-." .

CA~~:tI'1GTON
{~s.. Y8;ic~ .. ;c: ~tp_tt,j,~s,.·
he eontin'U,Ef~f,ihi-$
exa.:m~ns:t1ortJ

I doubt very much if it is dead.
I doubt if it can die • as we
unders tand dying.

8KmELY
It's bound to freeze to death outside.

EDDIE
It got e.lon~aJ,.lt'lght in a. block
of ice ,. tor tWEu;lit1"".t'()'W1¥)U~s,.

OARRING10N
! imag,ined that..

,.vl .i,{~.~t~:,·
8oun4~: :I. ike' you Ire trying to de sapibe
a v6g.tahle I dooto~:

I ~,

6S



(CONTINUED)

. ,

NIKKI
(who haa been writing
'in he,r pad)

Yes, doctor.

CARRINGTON
That's why tho bullets fired into
it by Corporal Barnes had no
effect. They merely punched a few
holes into some vegetable matter.

MACAUL:J;FF
Whs. t abc,u'li the green stuff I saw
ooze out of its head?

CARRING~ON

Tp.er~", 1~ ,~On1,;'1 ,of ,j.,tJ.p. tp.~. hand.
I think'wE)' will flrfd it hAs a:
su'tsa.r "base. /

HENRY
Like - plant sap?

CARRINGTON

SKEELY
(excitodly)

You mean .. its some kind of a
SUpel' cat' l:"Ot, docto~!l

l " "Q4RRXNGTON
A,Jeart'ot> thta t oarleot!strUo$ 'Et
Ef1::i1~p,t.)p"yotl.d ,.01W ,te::X?e~:trif:tl
ihtelllgenoe', ,of 1TJ.S.teria:L'swe

/qave n,~t yet created ... a.ng guide
:l't siXty million miles ormOl:"e
through spaoe, .

I;
i ;1 MA,d4trtIFF

But yo~ don tt thinki t has any
feel.ings, eh'l

f CARRINGTON
It ,~slan,:t.ntelli~enoebeyond ourE! ...

, and POls'sibly feel:Lngsequally
refinep. , I

. . I

.+, ", ..
, ,'tdr11~f) "" ',' ~y·)".,ti:.~i·NW'!~;,ffi!;tS;;;~tt;i

, A veg.,table' w:l.iili a brain '"
t \ , " SKS;BL;l

.An, 1n\~13,.eotuale~)jot' .
bO$gl$'4.~ ~.

",.. "';f;";;'h'K';;;;~>,i?""'"
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35 (CONTINUED)

8/29/50
70

CARRINGTON
It shouldn't. Imagine how strange it
would have seemed in the pll~cene age
to forecast that worms, fish, and
lizards that crawled over the earth
were going to evolve - into us. On
the planet from which our visitor
came, vegetable life underwent an
evolution similar to that of our own
animal life, which would explain the
superiority of its brain.' Its
development was not handicapped by
emotional or sexual factors.

SKEELY
Dr. Carrington, you're a man who's
won the Nobel prize. You've received
every kind of international kudos a
scientist can attain. If you were
for sale I could get a million bucks
for you from any forei3~ government.
I am not, therefore, going to stick
my neck out and say that you are
stuffed absolutely clean full of
wild blueberry muffins, but I
promise you that my readers are going
to think so.

CARRINGTON
(smiling)

Not for long, Mr. ,Skeely., In fact, riot
even for a moment if they happen to know
anything about the flora of their own
planet. '

SKEELY
You mean there are vegetables rizht
here on earth that -~ that can think?

CARRINGTON
A certain kind of thinking, yes.,
Did you ever hear of the Telegraph
Vine? Or the Acanthus Century Plant?

SKEELY
Not recently.

CARRINGTON
The Century Plant catches mice, bats,
squirrels ... any mammals s'I!1'all' enough
to evade its privacy.· It lures them (cont'd)

(CONTINUED)



35 (CONTINUED)

8/29/50
70A

CARRINGTON (cont'd)
with a bait of sweet syrup then it
closes like a fist and feeds on th,e
corpse of its catch. It is only a
plant but its brain can obviously
outwit a species far above it in
the scale of minds as we measure
them.

SKEELY:
(scribbling)

Thanks, doctor. And what's a
Telegraph Vine?

CARRINGTON
A vine that has proven beyond doubt
that it can signal to other vines
of its species twenty or one
hundred miles away. If an insect
migration, for instance, is moving
ina certain direction, it will
devour the first vine but the second
one, having been warned, will have
altered its chemical structure
so that the insects find it inedible.

SKEELY
(still
.scribbling)

That's one for Ripley.

CARRINGTON
(smiling)

There are hundreds of other examples.
No, Mr. Skeely, intelligence in
vegetable and plants is an old
story on this planet of ours. Older
even than the animal arrogance
that has OVerlooked it.

(to Auerbach)
May I have your scalpel, George1

(Auerback hands
Carrington a
suraglcal knife)

The palm seems soft.
(he cuts it open)

OLSON
(looking)

Seed p6ds~

(CONTINUE:p)



35 (CONTINUED)
CARRINGTON

Yes - the neat and unconfused
reproductive technique of
vegetation.

CHAPMAN
No pain or pleasure as we know
them.

HENRY
No heart.

CARRINGTON
Nona. Our superior in every way,

LAURENZ
The absence of ears of the
oreature might indicate that it
has a hearing system superior
to ours. .

~. REDDING
Or that it is deaf.

CARRINGrfON
It probably neither hears nor
sees as we do - but receives
magnetic impressions.

8/29/50
70B



VOORHESS
We can safely presume that the
planet on which it lived is
colder than ours and that its
atmosphere 1s too thin to conduct
sound waves.

71

LAURENZ
Or that there is any oxygen in
its air content .. a planet would
need none.

REDDING
It's amazing how it was able to
adjus,t itself t,o the vi ta.lly
altered con(Ut1ons of ~arth ..
and stay alive.

LAURENZ
It's mysterf6s willbo explained
','!hen we - c,bmm,unica te with it,

'- CARRING'J,'ON
(quietly)

Perhaps .. before.

He looks at· the seeds in his hands.

LAURENZ
You think those seeds are alive?

CARRINGTON
" (quietly)

~hat would be - too strange,
'don't you think?'

He frowns at Laurenz,

LAURENZ
. (Qu1c,kly) i'

Abso~~tely. Thore are oertain
thlng~ which are .. impossible •

.QNa't" ...."'," '",,'."
I ~'h1nk we Ire overl0okirtg
sQ;ne~h1ng•

CARRIN G'l'ON
Wha t i is that, Capta1n'?

\

: 'DNRY
'Ii_at,!. \- 1. t t s doing.

I
\

,.
,I

i
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CARRINGTON
·Idotl ft think it EJSrts, Captain.
Thero ~s no eVidenoe of any animal
dig'estlv6 system. .

35 (CONTINUED)
SKEELY

Probably looking for a.nother
block of ice to hide in. A
vegetable W:> uld head for cold
sto~age •••instinctlvely. Keep
it from rotting.

HENRY
I donrt~think so. Therefs no
reason for it to stay out in
that storm if it can move. And
I saw it move.'

VOORHEES
It ran out into the cold. I
think our surmise tha.t it requires
a cold temperature is correct.

LAURENZ
Obviously. JThatts whY' the saucer
tried to lahd in our Polar regions.
They corresponded to the cond1 tions
of its own pl~et.

HENRY
There might be ano~her reason.
Its passengers could have wanted
to keep their arrival secret,

EDD!E
V\.'hat's on your mind.. Pat!

i HBlNR~
I bqva an idea it f$ ins! de the
(;tamp" It headed inter the storm
becaus~ it smelled the dogs and

;' Wa s hungry.

SKEELY·
. (~taring)

Inslde:~the oampl Gentlemen.
what Il'would give- for an 1ntervlewl



35 (CONTINUED)
CARRINGT ON·

I grant you it may have returned
to the camp .~ and hid itself on the
premises, Captain. But there's no
reason to go aftor it - like an
enemy.

HENRY
It didn't look fI'iendly - in the
snow outside, doctor.

CARRINGTON
(softly)

It's a stranger ina strange land
- With strange - unearthly features
and attributes. The only crimes
involvod are those that man and.
nature havo oommittod against it.
It ora shed in an air ship, was
frozen in tho ice, had its hoad
split open by a pick, and was
attaokod by a pack o~ fieI'.ce dogs.
I see no reason to g1ve it a bad
character I CaIt ain.

HENRY
(grimly)

It went aftor tho dogs. I'm in
charge of the search, doctor.
And I'm going to look for it,
my way.

CARRINGTON
(hi S v01 c e r is lng )

It would beoriminal vandalism
to injure tho visitor further.
We must find it - and tro~t it
as our suporior whoso brain ­
if wo can communicate with it -
is full of unique and overwhelming
knowled~0. We must _

(hp breaks off and staros at
the table)

SKB:ELY
(hi s eyes on the
table)

Holy Haavenl It's mov1ngl

EDDIE
It's alive - look outl

We see the hand moving on
tho table. Its knife fingers
flex and untlex. Tho sllcad
pa~ tightens into a fist and

';~~
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35 (CONTINUED)

opens again. Somo of the
watchers step away from tho
table" a terror in them.
Carrington rem.ains bent over
the hand. Captain Henry
stays beside him.

CARRINGTON
(soft ly" as the
hand moves)

Nikki ..

NIKKI
(faintly)

Yes~ doctor -

CARRINGTON
(dictating)

At two forty-!ive the hand became
a liva • '!the itempere. turs of the
foroarm sho~ed a twenty degrees rise.

He is studying a thermo~ter removed
from the arm as he dictatos. Thore
is a hush. ~he only sound is that
made by the knife fingers beating
on the table. During the hush"
Carrington takes the surgical scalpel
and cuts his thumb. He holds the
bleoding thumb ovor tho mOVing hand.
His blood drops on the forearm. The
hand's activity 1s increased. Its
fingers move more quickly as they
beat on the table top.
Carrington continues his dictating.

I believe the activity due to the fact that
the organism when it's temperature rose was
able to ingest the nourishment provided by the
canine blood with which it was covorod •••

36 CORRIDOR LEADING FROM KrTCHEN

Six or seven supply rooms open on this corridor. A
searching i party :10d. by Oaptain Henry is in the process
of exa.mining. itho Sti rooms.

f

Henry carries a <Geiger counter with which he scans oaoh
door before opening it and sweeping it With his t~~tQ

(CONTINUED)
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36 (CONTINUED)

Carrington, MacAuliff, Dykes, Laurenz» Voorhoes, stone
and Chapman 60tfiprU~o tho rost ot tho seal:'ohing party.
Wi th tho exooption of Carrington and Skoely# who arc
unarmed, they oarry an assortment of 1ce~axes, iron rOds,
shovels and othor improvised weapons. Skeely oarrios
a camora.

. STONE
(as Henry soarohes)

You sure you know how to use that
camera, Skoelyf

SUELY
I ran One of those things on Iwo
.Jima. Never got out of foous once ..
dur1n.S.... the. ont1rebornbardmant"

(ho c,el1s)
He y, Capta.in ~.

HENRY
Wha t do you wartt'l

SKiELY
If we catch up with- our pal I
want a couple of hunm:-ed foet ot
film •••bofore anyone starts making
a salad out of him.

CARRING'l'ON
(a touch sharply)

N(I) on~ ho. 8 ~n11nten tilon of
i/njw."lng him, :Mr. Skeely.

CHAPMAN
And no chanoe of finding him I'd
sa;r. :Ho t. d :never hi de in the camp ...
not after the reception Barnes gave
him.

1i~nry has completed his inspection
~f the supply rooms •.

HENRY
'NO aicie1n thi.s end•. Come on.

i!



37 INTERIOR RADIO ROOM

A short oorridor leads to a windowless chambor that
houses the camp's genorators. The party with Honry and
his Geiger countor in tho van, crosses the radio room.

Hendrix looks up from his
telegraphy"

HENIRIX.
Looks like a lynching boe- What's
up'!

MACAULIFF
(kidding)

We heard you got~he Mars man
hidden back there.

HENDRIX
(in alarm)

I whatl You mean it's - it's -

CHAPMAN
Mr. MacAuliff is baing amusing.

HENDRIX
I don't want any part of that
thing. In fact, I'd liko to go
homo.

38 INTERIOR GENERATING ROOM

Honry's flashlight probes its corners.

HENRY'S VOICE
Nothing.

As he closes the door.

DISSOLVE TO:

HOld it Ii
HENRY

The party ,moves along_ As itr€laches a doorway, Henry's
geiger counter" begins to clic.k~

39 A SHADOWY HALLWAY
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39 (CONTINUED)

. Ho mOVQS toward tho doorway
Tho olioking of the oountor
incrolt ses.

HENRY
It's in thoro 1 Eddie ... Mac -

CARRINGTON
(with a small ohuckle)

No, Captain. That's the minoralogy
lab. Wo'vo got radioaotive isotopes
in thore.

CHAPMAN
Your Geigers reacting to a roomful
of uranium oro samples,

HENRY
Let's check lit anyway.

Dykes and MacAuliff stand besido
him as he pushos open the door
and snaps on tho light~

40 INTERIOR MINERALOGY LAB

Save for the scientific pa.raphenalia that clutters it,
it is empty. Henry switches off the light.

DISSOLVE TO:

41 INTERIOR EN,D OF CORRIDOR

Tho party ,has halted by a closed door at the end of
the hallway.

HENRY
(t~'Ying the door)

It's lQbked.

CHAPMAN
r'm ~brTY - I forgot. I'll got
tho ~oy.

He/hurrIes a.way.

I
!

HENRY
Nothing' ;elso waS locked up.
What's in hero'

\
(CONTIN'UED)
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CARRINGTON

The greenhouse. We have to keep it
locked. The Eskimos have a weakness
tor our strawberries.

SKEELY
(incredulouslY')

Your what?

CARRINGTON
(sm:tling )A

Strawberries.

, . VOORHEES
We use artif10,lal sunlight. It 'a
quite a garden •. We raise our own
tomatoes, asparagus f lettuce.

DYKES
(sharply)

~hut up a minute!

CARRINGTON
(quietly)

What is it?

SKEliLY
(~ltterly}\ .

We' Ve .Ye~~ifl ttlrougb every ol:t6vlo$ o\t' the
camp. ':X1' it'anot in there, we're
oook~d. Just th1.1lK. ~ we 'va lost It
fly1bg\saucer and a man from Mars
a 11 in &<?pa liay. What a bunoh of'·
butberf\ingersl

Chapman enters.

(CON TINUED )
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41 (CONTINUED)
CHAPMAN

(proffering the key)
Here you are, Captain.

Henry takes the kel and opens the door.

SEEELY
(ruminatively, as Henry
is opening the door)

I wonder what they would have
done to Columbus if he'd discovered
America, and th'3n lost it.

Henry opens the door slowly, He aims his flashlight
and snaps it on.

42 !NT. GREENHOUSE

Henry's flashlight illumines the greenhouse fo I' several
moments, playing ove:r its plants and bushes. Henry
switches on the artificla 1 sun light arcs'. A queer glow
suffuses the greenery. Henry enters, the others follow.

They stanel staring into the corners of the large room.
It is empty and silent.

CHAPMAN
It's empt~.

HENRY
Maybe.

i-

He star-,ts t'orward to examine the spaces concealed by
the shrubbery. Skeely and Carrington move with him.

HENRY
(stopping)

Stay he re, please. Near t he door.

ii' SKEELY
My, ye:u're big and brave. What are
you g(>ing to do, catch him all alone?

HENRY
I'm still waiting to see if he wanta
to catch me, Eddie ... Mac - come along.

(CONTJNUED)
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42 (CONTINUED)

The soldier trio makes a round of the hothouse. The
othe r8 wait.

43 CL081 SHOT OF CARRINGTON

He is watching the moving fly3rs. Suddenly he seas
something that brings a glint of excitement to his eye.
He starts to sp3ak, then reconsiders and chang~s the
incipient remark into a cough.

44 MEDIUM SHOT GROUP AT DOOR

VOORHEES
(closest to Carrington)

What's that, Arthur?

CARRrnGTON
Nothing. I just noticed. The
Mendelson molds are vitiated. We
mustn't neglect them.

Voorhees and Laurenz look at Carrington curiously. He
shakes his head imperceptibly. They refrain from
comment.

Henry and his colleagues complete their round of the
greenhouse .,

HmNRY
Well, that's it, I guess.

SKEELY
Yes, and isn't it dandy. We're
certainly going to be a famous group.
Like the Donner Party.

, HENRY
(ignoring him)

Dr. Chapma~ was right. Our pal is
probably holed up in a snowbank.

CHAPMAN
(nodding)

After all, he's lost a hand and had
six bullet holes shot in him. Animal,
vegetable or mineral, he must need a
rest.

(CONTnTtrn:D)



81

44 (CONTINUED)

The oth~rs laugh. Their mood is much light3r now~
except for Skeely, who stares morosely at the floor.

HENRY
We'll start soarohing outside as
soon as it's light.

CHAPMAN
We'd better do it in relays, A
half hour is about all you can
stand in that cold now.

HENRY
Good idea. Roport to Lt. Dykes
and he'll arrange a schedule for you.

(He r~aches for the
light switah)

Coming, g3ntleman?
1

CARRINGTON
(smoothly)

Not right away, Captain. Doctor
Voorh88s and Professor Laurenz and
I want to do some emergency work on
those molds. Goodnight, gentl9men.

There is a chorus of goodnights as the others move out.
Henry stands looking at Carrington for a moment.

H~NRY

Kind of late to start work now,
i,Sn't it?

CARRINGTON
(laughing)

It's easy to see you're no sci3ntist,
Captain Henry. Work is what we do
when we want to relax.

Hsnry continues to study him for another moment.

HENRY
(abruptly)

I see. Goodn ight. ,

He goes out. Carrington quickly closes the door behind
him"

(CONTINUED)
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He bolts it. Laurenz and Voorhees watch him expectantly
Carrington turns and smiles at them brightly.

CARRINGTON
The MacCormick molds - look1

He points. Laurenz and Voorhees regard the plants he
Indicate~ •

CARRINGTON
They're wilted, from cold.

LAURENZ
But it's warm in here.

CARRINGTON
(grinning happily)

Isn't it? 30 what do you conolude?
(without waiting for an
anSW6,r he continues)

Those molds would be in the direct
path of a blast of icy air if that
rear door were opened. Ten or
twenty seconds of such an exposure,
and they would wilt. I repeat,
gentlemen, what do you conclude?

v00 RHT:i:E3
(pointing)

But the bolt hasn't been pulled.
How could the door be opened?

For answe~ Carrington strides to the rear door.
Leaving the bolt still in "Shot" position~ he turns the
knob and pulls. The door opens.

Voorhees and Laurenz move quickly to the door. The wind
whistles about them as the three scientists ~xamine. the
bolt ..

INSB:RT CLOS!CUP OF BOLT

It has been cleanly severed.•

VOORIflES' VOICE
Filed c lean through!

(CONTIN "(JED)
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44 (CONTrnUED)

BACK TO GROTW. Carrington closes the door.

CARRINGTON
(as he does so)

Not filed, Andrew. Cut.

LAURENZ
(excited)

Yes. Of course. Those razor-like
fingers on the hand!

VOORHEES
But the power - to cut through
that ateel .. like butter ..

CARRINiJTON
(smiling happily)

Incredible. Rea.lly incredible.

LAURENZ
(his eY'3sdarting around
the greenhouse)

Then it's been in here.

CARRn~f}TON

(also scanning his
surrotmdin:;s)

Beyond a doubt.

VOORHEES
What's that?

LAURENZ
Where'?

VOORHEES
Stand he re. Se 8?

(he points)
The. s tora.ge bin. See how the light
glisteps on it.

Carrington cros~~s to a two and a half foot storage bin,
and stares at it.

(COl'iTlliUED)
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CLOSE SHOT .. STORAGE BIN

Its handle glistens strangely.

BACK TO GROUP
..

Carrington touches the! handle with his forefinger. It
is coated with q viscous fluid. Carrington rubs it
between his thumb and forefinger, then smells it.

CARRING/rON
A smear of aap - from the wounded
arm.

(indioating ths bin)
Pull it down, p13ase.

Laureanz and VooI'heaa take hold of' the bin and start to
lift it to the floor. It falls from their grasp.

Look out!

The bin crashes ove!' on 1 ts sidFl.
of it and crashes at their feet.
dog.

A body topples out
It is the corpse of a

Carrington kneels down and. examines it.,

it?

J
i

/

CARRINGTON
(fee ling the dog)

Not dead over an hou~ •.
(to Voorhees)

See if tb,.~ra's an y congea led blood
tn the bib, Andt'aw.

LA~~
(as Vovrbees inspects
the bin)

Seems l'atbe:r> shrunken, doesn't

CARRINGTON
Its bllood has been drained.

VOORH~~a

The bin is olean.

CARRINGTON
(no'ddlhg)

Now we\know deflnit¥~~~f.",~~$ type o~
nourisbment 1t reQ.ufre's.·

. ~ .
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LAURENZ

(gesturing at the dead dog)
Why do you suppose it brought
the dog in here?

CARRINGTON
We must try very hard to find an
answer to that question.

His eyes start moving around the greenhouse.
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,VOORHEES
Maybe the artifioial sunlight
attraoted. ..

LAURENZ
(shaking his head)

The light was oft.

CARRINGTON
(tensely)

The.t loam bed - number f'OUI'.
DOGS it strike you the earth
has been disturbed?

LAURENZ
(eyeing tho looon bin)

Olson started some lichen there
last week.

VOORHEES
That.s right.

I

The trio mOves over to the loam bed.
Carrington regards the·1 OOBe earth.

i CARRINGTON
(vibrantly)

Gentlemen, our Qreat'tn'e will
c oms back here. or tbat I
am ce~tain.

LAURENZ.
Wha t :eto you see I l..rth'U;' t

( OOllTTINUED)I '
\ i

\

, O~INGTON

xta~fiJ.thet);}.· hPtSe.Y'"·~et. But
it Wi"l come baok.'

; .VOOltUESc
Radn till we better tell the otooiit'4!f,c
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CARRINGTON

No. I th1nkit better if Science~
rather than tho Army greeted it
this time.

(to. Laurenz)
Will you keop watch with mo tonight,
Andrews?

(Laur onz nods. Carringt on
turns to Voorheos)

Pleasq bl'ing us some sandwj, cha s and
coffee. Tell Doctor Auerback and
Dooto±' Olson what we have found.
Ask thorn to rollavo us at eight in
tho mo:t'ning,' And ask them, ploaso
to oonfido in no ono,

Voorhoes nods and departs as we

DISSOLVE TO

47 INT. MAIN RO OM. CAMP
'-

It 1s eleven- thirty the following morning, A 10. to
breakfast is being sorved in tho ll~in living room.

Outside tho storm bas not abated. It fills tho
sky, darkening the Arctio noon.

Hanry and Dykes are eating. Mrs. Chapmo.n sits
notl.:aby knitting.

( iDYKES.
I (sta~iM out tho window)

Look a t tho. t
"

wi 11 you? It' 11
nevor lot up~ And we could havo
boon in Edmonton .. f.P;p;6.£t air
cafes. Moonlit gardens -

:MRS•. CHAPMAN ..
.~Pla.cidlY)

Oh, w~~ vo had thom wor so than this.
Three,woeks is tho longost thoy last,

DYKES:
Throo ,viooksl We ought to bo growing
our oolt). tur by thEft tim9.,

t
Tho do or opens ~d MacAuliff, Barn<ls and E.r:J.o$.Qn
c.l.omo in., i: " .~~.

"<,-
j

, \

·:HENRY •
I AnYtht~g, M@.c ?

"
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MACAULIFF
(removing his outer garments)

Not a sign. We've poked into overy
snowbank within a nule.

ERICSON
(grinning)

Barnes flushed a Polar bear.

BARNES
(bittorly)

I sure didl

DYI\ES
(laughing)

Scare you?

BARDS
Not after I saw it was only a bear.

He car rie s

HElIDRIX
(bitterly).

I want a raise. Or I'm gonna
strike. Sixtoen hours straight
receiving without stoppingl

Hendrix enters from an interior door.
a sheaf' of' messages.

'-

HENRY
Anything far me?

HENDRIX
.. (angrily)

.d\\st a fow million words. Wha. t' s the
matter with that Fogarty fellow -
got epilepsy?

(b.e t as se s n bundle of
messages on the table)

I haven't even had time to eat~

He pours himself a cup of coffee. Dykes picks
up the messages.

DY'K&':S
Some of them are for SkG0ly.,

(CONTINUED)
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DYKES

(soanning the messages, roads
from one aftor anothor)

Fog'arty to Henry. Presorve wro clmg 0

of sauoer carefully.
(he throws tho paper down
and picks up a second
and roads)

Sama to same. Proserv~ corpso
ot oocupant oarefully, Allow no
one to toqch it until my ar~ival.

Same to same. Forward detailed
desoription of saucer - measure­
ment$j we~ght~genoral characteristics
of corpso f IiJpcrto.n't, .Ii'OG2.11t'i7 tc .
He~y• Why havon' t you answe:t>od?
Ansvver iIl1l11Odiately. Same to same ­
radio silonce unneqessary.
Rafo~enoe message iogarty to Henry.
Aoknowlodg~ immad1ately. Aoknowledge
soonest. Fogarty to Henry, Awaiting
report. Silonce contusing. Same to
same .. "acI01owledge. Fogarty to
Honry_ Acknowledge •

.HENRY
I get the genoral drift. He want
to hear trom me.

Skeely enters. He is rumpled, unshaved and still
sleepy.

.SKEELY
What you got there?

P..EHDHIX
(eating toast and Gul}ting
. coftee)

Some stuff for you.

SREELY­
(diving for the messagos)

For me:?
(he stares at thEHll., his voioe
growing hoarse with
oxo! tement )

They tot part of my st or-y I. It went
thro'U$.hi Li.S t~m. . .

(reads)
Verift garbled message regarding man
from ~rs. A'UthorL~~all ex.penses.
Cablo i iatre.1ght" .E;ldraClge.. .
"(he lpoks up) .

Tbat'ls the ehiet•
.',b,t) reads)

\:
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New YQ~k Times Syndicate .. Will pay ten
thousand full story disoovery flying
sauooJ:l' and Mars man. Want full de ...
tails., Anawar colloot.

(he shuffles through
the othar messagos)

London ... Paris - A.P. - R.K.O...
Life... Colliers ... ca turCLa;r Evening
Post ... Marshall Field museum ­
Denver .... Chicago .. New Orleans ."
Theytreall going riadf

(ho looks up)
People in tha stroets yelling :'01'
more nOV/s. Every man, wonto.n and
ohild in t~e U.S.A. has stopped
wo~klng." . .

(-he whGel.s. pnfien~ixl
:4ook;to."".'"- rtv~ ~~:olt~d~ut ten
thoUsahd. wofids.,13eentn>ing all
night., Go/t back am send tel.1.

~... HENDRIX·
(eating)

Not me.

SK'.imLY
(yelling)

Get on that koyl

HENDRIX'
(wearily)

Afterwards. I'm going to bad'
first.

SIiliELY
Ypuoan't got 0 bed.. Liston ..

! I'l ll Ep lit with you.., :Lt's a
bonanza! I'll givo you 25
peroe:nt of the take ••

HENDRIX
'(his eating done I wearily)

Noth$~ do1ng~ I'm out on my fOot.
Andt)he stuff ain't going through
an::rrrm.y.. Waste mot10n.~

SKEELY
It' ll~ go through4-~ You keep send..
ing~, \ EZ., old n1El.ti I.· they're mobbing
the n~wspaper o£flces. Theytre .

, hans;~~ out at W+ndoW$.Th:t$:t~;
. a Vloztld arnergeu<lyl' You can t t deEfezat

I your jpost in an omergency • any more
than \y.ou would it a. sh1.PWe.41. .
S1n.~t, .'. .

";'
{I.
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47 (CONTINUED)
HENDRIX

(starting to open
the doat"', hi s baok
turned to it)

A ship ~ sinkingl imd it's me. ,

As he pulls the door open, we see a tall figuro
leaning against it. Hendrix, unaWa.re of it,
continues to op'en the door as he talks.

.. HENDRIX (cent' d)
! wouldn't stay up another hour f~

ten thousand dollars a minute •. I'm
out on my feet, I tell you•.

The ta.ll figure slides in thE) doorway and comes
crashing into the room at Hendrix' feet., It is
Aligari, the botanist. His face is covex-ed
with blood. He is somi-oonscious. Henry and
Dykes rush to him. ijonry grabs his wrist and
feels for his pulse. '

SKEEL~
Vfuo .... Who's that?

MRS. CHAPMAN
Dr. Aligari.,

(to Henry)
Is he .... dead?

HENRY

(to Barnes)
Get Dr r Ohapman.

(to Mrs • Chapman)
Got any smelling salts?

MRS. CHAPMAN
Right hore .... in the washroom.

Spo a,tarts out 'of the room•

•Hb;!\lrtY
Wait~ .. .'

(to MacAuliff)
Go w+th her, ~lIao.

(OO~ IN'tJED)
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47 (CONTINUED)

1moAulirf follows her out. Aligari stirs and
tries to sit up.

.HENRY~
Take it easy, Dootor. stay where
you are. Can you talk?

ALIGMI
(with diffioulty)

In the greenhouse ... the thing ...
Dr. Olson .. Auerback.

HENRY
What happened?

.ALIGl~RI

I went in .. to oheck the tempor­
ature ... nry baok was turned .. when
Olson screained .. Whon I tut'nod
around. tho thing ... it cut my
face ~ The blood blinded me -~
fell d~ln .. I must have fainted.

(Mrs. Chapman reappears.
She hanCis Uonr",r the salts.
He holds thom to A1izari's
nostrils)

Thank you ••• \vhon I Otll:lO to, I
saw Olson and Auerback ... hanging
upside down .. Their throats wero
out - I orawled out .. and oamo
here ...

Honry rises swiftly

HENRY
Came on, Eddio. You too, Mac.
The rest of' you stay h03:"e ...
ta.nq. stay t ogathar'.

He runs out'.

!
48 OUTSIDE GR~NHOt1$ DOOR.

:SKEELY.
I donlt oare what

;:, if

lIm <:tom1ng'&
you sari

f!

He f'oll em s the otrIe rs.

Tho door lsshU~~ Henry, r~acAuliff,
Skeoly come dQWq the corridor. They
axe s an4/gWl$. .

f



48 (CONTINUED)

Hen~y approaches the doo~~ then stops. He turns to
MacAuliff.

HElmy
Mac~ round up a detail and post it
at the rear door of this hothouse.
Don't go in ... just take some timber
and seal up the doorwayl

IEACAULIFF
Right.

He runs down the hall. Almost
before Henry has finished
speaking, the door behind him
has opened with lightning
rapidity. Henry turns with
almost equal spei~d" instantly ra1.sJ.ng
his axe. The Thing appoarcr for a
split second in the doorway, only
to be the t vii th a crashing wallop
fl~om the flat of Henry's axe.
The force of tho blow p~opels ~

tho Thing back into the greenhouse.,
Henry seizos the doorknob and pulls
the door ahut. He tu~ns the key
in the lock.

HENRY
(to Dykes)

Ge t the carpentel;'" ... on the double 1

Dykes !'Uns out.

SIffiELY
(tensely)

lilTe go ing in now?

HENRY
No.

SEEELY
What about Olson and Auerback?

HENRY
(snapping)

Nothi:Q.g about them1 They're dead.
!

SKEELY
(1fPOdUC ~ng. a came r So from
hlis PoQlce t)

How about opening the door long enough
, for rna' to get one shot .. Just two Seconds.

I
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HENRY

I'll shoot the man who opens this door.

SKEELY
(grimacing)

Well, that's a straight answor_ ~v.hat

other plans have you got?

HENRY
If Mac gets to the rear door in time,
we're going to keep that thing bottled
up in there.

SKEELY
Suppose it starves?

HENRY
I'll let you do my crying for me,

DISSOLVE TO:

49 MEDIUM SHOT AT DOOR OF GREENHOUSE

The carpenter is driving home spikes in a heavy cross
beam that hara the greenhouso door. Four similar bars
have already been installed.

Batlnes and Evi030n are holding the beam in position as
the carponter works. Skeely haa loft to resume his
pestering of Hendrix the telegrapher.

Henry is consulting with Chapman.

HENRY
You're Duro there'rJ no other way out?
No trapdoor - or windows?

CHAPMAN·
None. Only the front and back doors.

HENRY
The walls solid?

CHAPMAN
Corrugated iron.

HENRY
That thing's radio active. Could it
maybe b'Ur:q its way out?

(CONTIHTJED)
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CHAPMAN
I'd consider it extremely unlikely" but -

He pauses.

HENRY
But what?

CHAPMAH
The thing itself is extremely unlikely.
According to Doctor Aligari" it has
already grown back its arm.

(with a sudden emotion)
Captain Henry - forgive me. I don't want
to go against :your orders put those two
men in thero were fr~ends of minot Glose
friends, for many years. Isn't there 30me
way we ,can get their bQdies ou't? I can't
stand the thought of them hanging theJ:l6 ­
by their feet ... ltr.l.d nothing being dene
f'or them~

HID-TRY
Wha t can be done for ther.l? Face
tho facts, Doctor. They're dead.
Their throats were cut and they bled to
death. Upside down, like in a slaughter
house. Our job i3 to see that, nobody olse
joins them.

CHAPlvIAN
(with a shudder)

vWlnt a way to die.

Professor Voorhees has come down
the corridor.

VOORHEES
(quietly; to Chapman)

May I have a word with you~ Frcd~

11 CHAP~UN

,(turning to him)
aert;a~nly.
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I

Pr'lvately.
VOORHEES

CHAPMAN
Oh.

.Gto Henry)
ExCUSE) me.

(CONTINUED)
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Henry nods. Chapman
accompanies Voorhees U few
yards down the co~~ido~.

Voorhees starts to whisper.
Henry wauches them.

VOORHEE:S
(into Chapman's ear)

Come to Carrington's lab as soon as
you can - and don t t let anyone know.

CHAFraAN
Right·· away.

(turning bo.cl{ to Henry)
lfa.s there anything else, Captain?

HENRY
Ye~. We're ke eping a doub Ie gu.ard ­
outside and in. ~~o hour shifts. I'll
need eight !volunteers.

50 INT. DR. CARRING IJ.1QN'S LABOHATORY

Dr. Carrington is at his desk. Nikki is beside him..
note boole in hand.

D:r-s. Chapman, Voorhees .. Laurenz and Wilson are in tront .
of him. ~ey are silent and ~lert as he tall{~.

Ca~rington is tenao and queerly exuberant. Exhaustion
and exciteln,ent are in h1s face.

/

\ .. LAUREl~Z·

, 1nt~rrupt 1nt$.)
s8r1d you hadnewf3 for

\ ..

, \
?- ~:

You

,. CARRINGTON
tsoft1.y and tensely)

Two of our colleagues have died and a
third·is dying. Those are our losses - and
the b~ttle has only begun. The~e will be
more losses. The creature X is more powerful,
mot'e tri:le~}.imllJ.t ~Qe.n us. We are, infant13
besid~\ him. He regards us assott, vulnerable
earthworms important only for his nourishment.
He h,at\hthe same 61.tt;LtgGle toward. u.s as we ha.ve

i tow~r4 a field of (}abbages.



50 (C ONTINUED)
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CARRINGTON
I have.

(he risos and smiles)
~e u~e infants, earthworms and also
scientists. lie have made gains.

VOORHEES
~Vhat have you found out?

CARRINGTON
(glowing and tense)

A new world has come to devour us. Only
science can conquer it. Our minds, gontlemen ­
the 1ittle muscle that thinks" obsel"'ves"
examines and finds answers. All other weapons
will be poworless.

this eyes olose. Weariness.
overcomes him•. He muttors)

It m very t i.r,ed. It I s difficult tel eat.
(he presses his thumbs into
his eyeballs)

Will you read my notes, Mis~ Nicholson?

LAURENZ
You need some rest, Arthur.

CARRINGTON
(softly)

No rest. Pleuse read ~

NIKKI
(reading from hor note book)

At 9 p.m. I placed the fifteen seeds taken
from the severed hand of X in four inches
ot earth. I saturated the earth with two
units of plasma taken from our blood bank.

Nikki pauses, her face tense.

CARRINGTON
Please go on, Nildd•.

NIKKI
('oontinuing to road)

The condition ot the dog found in the
greeriho~so indicated that blood was a
primal factor in the cultivation of the
seeds. At 2 a.m. the first sprouts
appeured th!' ough the soil. t used anothe r
tvvo units of plasma. At 4 a.m. the sprouts
began JGO ta.ke on definite torma .... and ..

She broaks off, her fnce
str!\ined, her voice fain.~'!t·
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LAURENZ
(tensely)

They are at ill g.rowingL.

CAHRINGTON
Five of them - have survived.

Carrington rises and starts
toward a screened in table.
The others follow. Nikki
remains motionless at the
desk.

51 SCREENED IN TABLE

A four fuot box .of earth is on its toP. 'lbe men stand
over' it. Pivo swull Llpl~outs are budding through the soil.
There is a moment of silence.

CHAPMAN
(softly)

It reproduces itself - like a vegotableL

WIlSON
(s tar ing)

They're growingL

LAURENZ
Alivel

CARfiINGTCN
Yes. The Geiger counter registered
6 point 1 radio activity from them an
hour ago.

H 0 holds the counter ov el~ the
sprouts. The men watch its
dial.

CHAPMAN
(reading the dial)

Nine point five.,

LAUHENZ
Thriving -

ThEl men speak in excited but
caritrolle d voices.

WILSON
( Sfived)

HtUllan p~an ts t

( CONT IN'UED)
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CARRINGTON
(softly)

Supe r human.

VOORHEES
(oagerl;{)

We must nourish thorn carefully. My
examination of the hand revealed a
high glucose content and a chlorophyll
tase. I suggeat a glucose injection.

LAURENZ
Glucose may be dangorcms.

CARRINGTON
Yes. I think so, Hefs not using glucose
in the greenhouse.

WILSON
Tha. t t s why. he killed ;;". for blood. He's
growing see~o there. uihat will wo do - when
these mature?

CARR IlJGTON
Study them.

LAUREHZ
(quie tly)

Have you examined the roots, Arthur?

ClI.HR IIJGTON
There are no roots.

CHAFf/IAN
Amazing~ I think we ought to turn the

/ violet rays on it,

LAURENZ
(testing with his fingers)

No. The erowth seems strongest where
the ea31th is dampest. ,Any light might
dry it i)l.lP t,

J'
VOORHEES

How much plasma have wo got?

CARRnmTON
I've mcived all the units in here. )Thirty..
five.

LAURENZ
( softly)

,Tha t may be e.n(J~gh~

f
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WILSON
; (looking at an ins trument

beside the earth box)
VlThat were you doing with that s te thes cope,
Arthur'

CARRINGTON
(quietly)

Listening to them.

LAURENZ
(looking at the buds through
a magnifying glass)

The~e doesn't seem to be any oscillation.

CARRINGTON
The sound doesn't come from any oscillation ~

but from something else.

j VOORHEES
An animal $oundJ Impossible!

Wilson puts the stethescope in
his ears and holds the end of
it over a bud.. The others wait
in silence. We listen with him.

WIlSON
(remo~ing the stethesoope)

Arthur's right. It's a hunger noise ...
like an infant.

Nikki has appeared behind
the sc"een.

NIKKI
..' May I talk to you, Arthur'

CARRINGTON
(quietlY)

Later~. Would you please type up all

my 1'1ot~:'i~OkS at her intense faoe
and then smiles at her, he

.,r/J t,"r~s" tJo,lihe:men)<"
I ExoUU$ me.

/ (the sclel1tis ts ape bent ,iov~~ ."
I the earth box. They hold tbe
<Geiger counter .over. it and listen
Ito;ts ta~nt·o~lck&n~-'\>$)l'./>...••.
MOQl'lfJ$~.;4:l.'stena)·\·as· Cl4i.fI:. Wt1~,·~t:l···
through the atethesoope~ C$t'rlngton
moves out from behind thesC're(;'lO

I wi tb Nll!kl)j'
What ~s tt, Nikki'
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NIKKI
I insist that you get some sleep, Arthur.

CARRINGTON
Later.

NIKKI
(ins is tent)

You can't use your mind - if you're exhausted.

CARRINGTON
My mind's still perfectly clear.

NIKKI
It isn't,

(he frowns at her)
You're not thinking -of what's happening in
the greenhouse. . You saw wha t one of them
can dol Well, just imagine it there are a
thousand, Qr a hundred thousandl

CARRINGTON
I have imagined it.

NIKKI
And you won't do anything'

CARRINGTON
I'm doing all that can be done, Nikki ­
discovering its secrets.

NIKKI
(tensely)

:p. know~ And that's qUite wonderful.
But what if that ship come here not just
to visit the earth, but to conquer itt
To start growing some kind of a horrible
army. And turn the human race into - into
food for itl And kill the whole world.

CARRINGTON
(quietly)

There;are many things threatening to kill
our world, Nikki. New $t~ ..... and comets
jsh90t~rig, t~ough spaoe. AtitnQs:pherlc ah~ng·es.
'A sudq,en cooling of the sun. And even huma.n
wavs ..;. that may release deadly global gases.

NIKKI
But thpse are theories, Arthur' This is an
enemy ~ near us - and ~

(CO NT INUED)
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CARRINGTON

(taking her arm)
There are no enemies in soience .. There are
only phenomena to study. We are studying one.

NIKKI
You're not 8fraid~

CARRINGTON
ltd be a tr91tor to human reason if I allowed
my fears to destroy what has oome to us - or
let anyone else destroy it.

(softly)
I want you to believe in my way, Nikki - the
way of the mind.

NIKKI
(nervous 1Y)

I've admired you tremendously, Arthur -

CARRINGTON
(intensel y)

Not admiration - Faith.

NJXKI
You have it.

(she smiles nervously)
I tm so terrified I can barely walk. I' 11
~ I'll totter off to my room and type your
notes.

CARRINGTON
(softly)

Thanks •

. (She starts away)

DISSOLVE TO:

f

52 . INT. NDCKI'S RO'M,
She is typing at her Qask, her note book prppped up in
front of her. A sheaf of typewritten pages"ie beside
her machine.

The door opens. C;spt~tnH~~r:ll;en4l;~"'•.'~dL I
, HEl\TRY·

(watohing her type)
Want tb take a rest'
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NIKKI
(without l00king up)

Can't.

BENRY
I'll rub your neck. It'll relax you.

He oomes behind her and
massages her neck and
shoulders. gentlY,

NIKKI
Please, loan ,·t conoentrate ~ when you
do that.

HENRY
M~ybe you're conoentrating on the wrong
thing.

She finishes the l~st line or
typing, pulls the pa,ge O\1t of'
the machine, puts it on a pile
of copy. She covers the pile
with a large book.

NIKKI
I'm bushed.

(she smiles at him)
That feels good. Please don't tire yourself.

HENRY
(massaging, 9.rJd trying
to get a look at the

.. . 09PY over her head)
eoUldn't.

(casually)
Have there been any accidents up here in the
last two months' Anybody shot, s tabbed or
had an ulcer removedf

I, ' NIKKI
j,~ooy ~:t'1,~\gVfl~Q~PY casuall;{!
,( \W i tM another bOOk )

No. ."'hat, what-.~s ..i t in the greenhous e is
ourr~rst d;f;yers1on. i

)
{

(
'I I

of .....,·...:...;.lII··'· •. ,' •...•, ..< .... ;:~:~~

~e,;oome.
,

," "':',

(CONT.:tNUED)
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NIKKI

Why nothing. It's here.

HENRY
I wondered why they're not using it on
Dr. Allgari. They're giving him blood
transfusions. No plasma. Two live·
donors. Any ideas about the t?

NIKKI
(moving her neok and
shoulders away)

Thanks ro~~the massage. You're really
ver,y good at it.

HENRY
It's just a sample.

(firmly)
Relax yout"neok muscles.

(she idoes)
That's firie.

(he starts massaging her)
shoulders, speaking casually
as he does)

What's carrington doinB with thirty-five
units of plasma, Nikki'

Nn\KI
Ask him.

I will.
(gently)

Just C10SEI your eyes - and noat. It's
good for you.

NIKKI
(wearily)

I'm really exhausted.

She closes her eyes, sighs and "floats. 1t Henry makes a
quiet sudden mo~e toward the pile of copy sbe has
hidden under th~ two books. The gesture catches Nikki
by surprise •. S:pe s tares tor an instant unarole to ...
believe hris perfidy and then leaps to her .feet, full of
outrage.

, NIKKI
Give 'tihet 't>Z\lo,;l..cl It's private, You're
not a Jllowed to ..., Give the t ba ok or I tli - J
Oh, you're horrible, a cheap, underhanded
army spyl .

. (cONTINUE:qt·



104

52 (CONTINUED)

She has nung herself at him; clawing for the papers in
his hand. Her physical assault is too violent for
Henry to ignore. He puts an end to it by sending u
shor t right into her stomach. She doubles up with a
gDQan.

:NIKKI
You hi t me I

HENRY
Only in the s tomaoh. Won't leave any marks.

(Nikki sinks into her chair,
starin~ at him. as he reads
the eopy·. His vo:i,oe grows
q'Uiet and serious)

So th~Jr~.~,. 1tl HOll I~e "" f1ve of them~
(h~lqqks up *X'()I!l his reading
. E;P,nd ~s;tarefS ~aek at her, his
voice curt)

You deserved that punchl

. NIKKI
'-- . (s of t ly )

I wanted to tell you. But I couldn't.
I gave my word. I'm glad you • did what
you did. I'm very glad.

(she smiles wearily at him)
You cEtn f !nish the massage now - pa t.

HENRY
I've got a tew other things to finish
first, baby,

He walks out.

DISSOLVE TOe

53 INT. CARRINGTON'S LABORATORY
I

The door opens~,~ Captain Henry. ~t. Dykes, Dr. Redding
and Dr. Ambrose' enter. They look into a seemingly
empty.room.

EENRY
:Jtl~+ lj.ng )
Q~.:r·f"tt'X$~~~· .' '. ."
t{·~a:j.iriJrrtgtlon>:oomes "o~t ··trom~eh1tldth$

i screen)
\

i

i
I

/.

e/dm:mO:TON~ >

I'm att's id I fm rather busy right now,
Capt~1n. Mig.ht I ask you to ,.

\; i,
\
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HENRY

(outting in)
I've learned that you found a dog in
the hothouse .. bled whi te by our Visitor.
And you didn't report it.

CARRINGTON
I d idn 't cons IdeI' it ne cessary.

HENRY
No' But it was neoessaryto let two
friends of yours go in there and get
killedl

OARRINGTON
(evenly)

I did what you would have done. I
put them there a$ guards. r was a
guard mys~lf. Their deaths were
unavoidable. Wh6ever was in there
would have been killed.

HENRY
I also ulrderstand you fro doing a
little gardening.

Carr ington remains silent.
Voorhees and Laurenz
emerge from behind the
soreen and,stfJn<ist;
Car:rington f s' "side •.

HEN~
You might h~VQ not:tf;1edme ~ instead
of If) tting me rim it out .f!'om MiSS.
M1eno!son.

(Carrington soowls at this
bit of news. Henry adds sharply)

Where are they'
I, , -,

~~~r;~r;ri~.an~~~;S~t~~aO~~:~i:g
'Elt Ambroseand,Roddin,g•. ~~.es
l.ltaS stepped 't;lehind the sc~ee~.·

f Dttoo
~:t'e ~ppe erin g).
Way to the nttrsery~ pat.

Henry, Ambr()$~{'~nd"lfci~dlng
step beh1..nd the'soiteen.
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54 SCREENED IN TABLE

Captain Henry and Lt. Dykes stare at the box of earth.
Rigged up over it are four plasma containers outef
which blood is dripping slowly.

Carrington appears.

Henry poi.nts at the plasmacentainers.

EENRY
(grimly)

That's what your late colleagues are
doing - in the greenhouse. This is
a distinot improvement.

AMBROSE
(quietly)

We have read your notes, Arthur.
:t,.tb.i~Yft1,S~oUldhave consulted
tbe rest 'of us.

CARRINGTON
(coldly)

I have all the ~e Ip I need.

REDDING
(hie eyes on the
sproute :in the
earth box)

I consider the situation extremely
serious, Dr. Carrington.

CARRINGTON
(softly)

Your opinion has not been asked,
Dr. Redding.

REDDING
(quietly)

It has .~ by CAptain Henry. And I've
gJ.~~ln it, .·t<).·hf.nJ~l It 1.llf6,'p,ea:t'jft to

~~~edi:~i~l;ad~~~e:~~::hf~~ecreature
in: the green-house lsobviousl:-y
lllu~t;1,tl+::y3t,~.;;~~,~~If -. in ttl!s .... 1,c1en t leal
f'af:\h1J.>n. J:t will nee<1.rnp):'e1'1ip~ tor
it. op~ratlon8~ It wilt make'ev8ry
eflrort to obtain What it needs.

'. . '. qA~RINq'J)ON .•
Iti~8been 1mpris'oned and
irrnf1obl11zed. .

(CONTINUED'
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REDDING
We don' t know its powers •••• or 1ts
resources. We can not be;sure o~

our safety - or of something even
more important ... the world's safety.
We have no knowledge of how much it
can multiply. A thousand creatures ­
or ten thousand of the sort we've seen
could -

CARRINGTON
(interrupting)

I'm not interested in your fantasies,
Dr. Redding.

AMBROSE
R~d41ng'$rlght. The th1nghas to he
destroyed, Arthur, and its progeny
al<:mg with it.

CARRINGTON
Never.

HFNRY '-..
(ignoring Carrington)

What do you think is the best
procedure, Dr. Redding?

REDDING
WeIll analyze these things in the box I

fl~{$~jancl see what sort. of gas or
ohend.eal has the quibkest effect on
them. And then use 1t in the greenhouse.

AMBROSE
A high elect:t'i~ voltage should he
a.ble to accomplish what we want.

CARRINGTON
(ooldly)

Yoq,tretalking like a frighterted
senool rPoi_: Dr. Ambrose.

AMBROSE
/J('5~~gilYl.' :. , ..; . .
i'1!W\qmenJ1~ve ''beefi ltll1edf" Aftd"'the'tte l s
'mdf'e kIllIng ah~a4,

~Nrf~

El~etrie1ty sotlpds. ~ood to me« \lI!e , 11
shPot it into the greenhouse and ...
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CARRINGTON

~(interruptlng angrily)
I forbid - any destruction1

LAURENZ
It would be an outraget

vOORHEES
(at the same time)

A cowardly betrayal of science!

~HENRY

(grimly)
This isn't sciencel This is a
military aotion against an enemy
invader. Go ahead, Gentlemen. Get
MacAul!f!, Lieutenant.

(to Reddlng)
M~. MacAuli!f will he in charge of
the electrical operations.

The door opens and the post's radio man, Ezra
Hendrix enters.

CARRINGTON
YQu have your orders, Captain H:~1'lrY,

and I have mine. r consider tltemSatl,e
and intelligent. .

(CONTINUED)

HENDRIX
(exci tadly)

I got your message through, Dr,
Carrington! And the answers are still
coming, I had to take them in shorthand.

(he starts reading)
Fogarty to Henry. Carrington' informs
me Ma~t1afi alive. You are directed to
make every effort to keep it alive, and
pxoo'bee't1.tagainst any injury. General
Maeta~en'arrivl1lgtonlgbtwith
tovteenth squa.dron .;..; and full government
pett,sonne 1 ino lUding Se ore tary of State.
Chief ot staff already here. Under no
ciroumstances take aotion aga.inst
Martian,utttil our arp-1V'al atp<'st soon
as Iweather permits. "Confirm instantly.

;, (Hendrix looks up)·
There's'one for you, Doctor. Fogarty
toCarrihgton ... give Hent'y all
o,oQpera. tiOD, needed to insure st:1rv1va1
Of ;ereature 10u describe. Arnl'y afid
,sci~nC'e>ehie~\ jpe"gard':[()'Urcaptive most
impprtarnt'in;b"Un18.<tl. p:1;'$"~:r'1.t . .

/
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HENDRIX

I got to get back. That loon
Skeely's got a story longer than
the Bible he wants me to send.

Henry starts with Hendrix for the door.

EDDIE
What do we do, Pat?

HF.NRY
We get on that radiQ and try
changing the Army's mind.

He walks out.

DISSOLVE TO:

INT. ROOM OCCUPIBD BY HENRY AND HIS CREW. 1 A.M.

55 MacAuliff and Barnes are sleeping on cots. Captain
Henry is preparing to lie down. He goes to t~

window and looks out at the wildly whirling snow.

HENRY
(muttering)

Tha.t stinkin', wind!
(he turns toward
one of the cots)

You think our plane's still in
one pie ce, Mac?

There is no answer from the sleeping MacAuliff. The
door opens and Eddie comes in. He wears his flying
suit. He carries a. Kerosene hurricane light.

EDDIE
( wearily)

Baby, am I bushedl The. t bitch'1 wind
CU~$ you in half.

, (he hands Henry
." the lamp)
M;tndfilli:r>.gthia up? Burned dX'y•

. l!b~tl11nt3EJa'i 1t'tm:1::.s1de .'Blacker'thart
Foearty t S he a.rt. .
, (he sta.rts·

removing his suit
as they talk)

Anything new?

( GONTINURD)
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Henry starts filling the lamp out of a large
kerosene can.

HENRY
(grimly-quoting)

Fogarty to Henry. Your attitude
inviting court martial. Fogarty
to Henry. Your hysterics are
unbecoming to officer - also black
mark for entire air corps.

EDDIE
(wearily)

That pook head! He thinks we're
running a ministrel show.

(he has lain down
on the cot)

When do I stand guard again?

HENRY
Four hours.

EDDIE
(snuggling
into pillow)

In that case I excuse me.
(he sighs ano.
mutters sleepily)

Remember Guadalcanal ... those nice
warm nights?

Henry has lighted the hurrioane lamp.

HENRY
If this rotten weather would only quit
for a minute - they can come in and
court martial me all they like.
Hendrix says it won't blow itself out
for two more weeks. He was up here
once with -

A snore comes;from Eddie and Captain Henry stops
talking. He sits down on a oot to remove his shoes,
There i~ a knook on the door. Henry goes to it and
opens it. Nikki oomes 1n. She is in a night robe
and slipper'S. She carries a small toilet kit and
a ~lanket.

(CONTINUED)
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NIKKI

(brightly)
Have you got room?

HENRY
Come in. I was just going to beQ.

NIKKI
Thought I'd join you - if you don't
mind.

HENRY
Don't mind at all.

NIKKI
I brought my own blanket - if
you have an extra oot.

HENRY
I think ~e oan - arrange something.

NIKKI
(sitting down
on a cot)

This one's empty,

HENRY
It's mine,

(she starts
to get up)

perfectly all right ~ you oan use it.

He sits down beside her.

NIKKI
(nervously)

You don't mind sleeping with one
of the men.

HENRY
itt s not my usual preferenoe e'

NIKKI
(laugq1ng a little

,' loud.ly)
Mine either.

HENRY
(frowning)

~~.... ljo,~nse ~.nwak1l'1g tqem l.!t~.
Tl1ey're verr t11'e«~ ..

( OONTINUED)
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NIKKI.
( solemnly)

Sorry.
(he puts his arm
around her as she
peers at the sleepers)

I'll try not to disturb thom.

HENRY
You can l1e down, if you care to •

. NIKKI
I can't.

HENRY
Why not?

NIKKI
I'm scared to death. The minute
I l1e dqwn, I jump up.

HENRY
Maybe I can relax you, baby.

NIKKI
Please ~ no massages.

HENRY
Can't you think of me as something
beside a masseur?

NIKKI
Yes.

(she looks at
hiltJ ne1"vou$'lY)'"

PIe ase malta loye to me.

HENRY
(holding her)

You.'reShak1ng.
I

;;.

!.. NIKKI
I know. It'll take my mind off ­
wh~tls making me shake - that what·
isl.oit.

I',
HENRY

, .. (gently).< '
YO\1trevet!J .SW~~ti•. Pe~~eet8klfi,
pe"fadtri'Ose'" eve~'1thing parfeot.'

(CONTIl'fOliD)
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NIKKI

Thank you.
(she stares
at him and
adds softly)

Please go on.

HENRY
Your mind isn't on it.

NIKl{I
Yes it is. Honestly it is.
You sa.id I was :t:e rfect.

HENRY
If you 11e down you'll stoP.
shaking, baby.

NIKKI
I won't.

HENRY
Just try it.

NIKKI
You -- you can't make love to
me if I'm lying down.

HENRY
Yes I can. It doesn't interfere
at all.

NIKKI
Pat -. do you really love me? Or
are you just talking because I
aske d you t 01

(Henry has turned his
~ead toward a clicking
noise.coming from the
direction of MacAu11ff's
bed. Nikki frowns at

ihim)
Now wbose mind isn't on it?

HENRY
(looking at her)

Darling,

NIKKI
(~mi11rig nervously
at him)

I understand perfectly.

HENRY

113
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NIKKI

A room full of kibitzers and a
monster floating around -- it's
a little difficult kissing a
girl under such eot'lditi ons.

HENRY
(hi a ear s co cked at the
continuing clicking)

You're wonderful.

He kisses her.

NIlffiI
(after the ~1ss)

That's va!'",! .- relaxing. I feel
much better. I'll ~- I'll lie
down .. if you don't mind.

She lies down on the joot. As she does, Henry stands
up. She looks at him with some surprise.

HENRY
That clicking. Sounds like.
No -- it couldn't be --

(be smiles tensel y at
the recumbent Nikki)

E:xcuse me.
(he goes to MacAuliff'~
bed and shakes bim
gently)

Mac.. Mac ..... wake up.
{MacAuliff opens
his eyes)

MACAULIFF
, VJha t 's the rna. tter,

if

Hear

HENRY
(gesturing toward
! ~he olickl~l'
~hat1

MacAu11ff listens for a second, then sits up sWiftly.

MACAULIFF

(CaNTINUED )

Th~'o(j)unte I' I
, j

'\ HENRY
! th0'4ght so,

:'
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MaoAulifr jumps up and grabs at a duffle bag that lies
at the foot of his bed.

NIKKI
What is it?

HENRY
The Geiger counter.

NIKKI
'Why should it be clicking now?

HENRY
There's something moving around
the. t '$ x-adlQ active.

NIKKI
Oh, qo -- no,

Mac!ul1ff lifts the counter out of his duffle bag and
stares a.t it. It continues to click, its rhythm
accelerating slightly. Henry da.rts to the
1nterco~municationpanel at his desk.

HENRY
(pushing a button)

Ericson J; Kent· This is Pat.
Come in -- quickl

A moment's silence.

ERICSON'S VOICE
Er'1cson here -.

HENRY
(ra.pidly into
speaker)

Any trouble down the re '1

BRIeSO Nt S VOICE
Not a. !thing, Pat.

HENRY
Wb.pfson dut}1\ outslQ.li:)t,

I .-: '_ ,".
f .;t- .'O'·'''.U:;\'.o-'-'·

ERICSON'S VOICE
Dr. A~roseand wha.t's his name,
the Ca~p&flter•.

HENRY
Beat 1it out there, a.s fast as

, you can. Check that rear door
and ctf.l~l me back'

"
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ERICSON'S VOICE

Will do.

Henry turns to MacAuliff and Nikki who are staring
fearfully a.t the oounter. The clicking has continued
to gain in volume and metre,

MACAULIFF
It's getting stronger.

Henry grabs a pillow from the bed and an ice axe from
his desk. He runs to the door, opens it and
cautiously peers down the hall. MacAuliff and Nikki
watch him tensely.

HENRY
(after a moment)

Nothing. Not a sign .-

Nikki gIves a long sigh of relief.

NIKKI
My he art's poundi ng like a horse
running away.

MACAutIFF
. (shaking the counte r)

Suppose this thing's gone nuts'f

HENRY
(dropping the
pillow and
ice axe)

I sure hope so. Let me see it,
(he takes the
oounter i the
olicking is now
qUite rapid)

It 1ooksokay.

There is a movemerit outside the window. No one in the
room sees it.

MACAULIFF
Me.yb~ pI'. Carr tngt9.n .j.·tl
;expe~imenting some more.

.. NIKKi
(hopefu 11 '1)

That'stPossib1E:. Shall Ioall
him'? t

(QQNfopINUED)
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The intercom speaks.

ERICSON'S VOICE
Everything's in order outside,
Pat.

HENRY
(into intercom)

Thanks, Ken.
\

He snaps the intercom shut.

~CAULIFF

(eyes glued on
the counterl

I sure don't get it.

HENRY
Call Carrln~ton. Nikki.

NIKKI
(p:ressing a
switch on the
intercom)

Dr. Carrington ...... Dr. Oarrington.
This is Nikki, Arthur.

A moment's pause .. then Carrington's sleepy voice comes
from the intercom.

CARRINGTON'S VOICE

, I

Yes, Nikki?

}' NIKKI
I'm in Oaptain HElnlJY'a room.

IHis Geiger oounter is counting
! G.g:t:gers like mad. He wa.nts to

know it it might be picking up
anything that you're doing.

I

... d.· CARRINGmON'S VOICE I

No. WHEl t 's the readf ng,

, .. . .....,.~ql!.t1J;sIF:£i'
(~l·g11't··WJO'lrt..,f's:lx 'iJ:"~t1'd gotog .,u.p.

/ r '
I

~ .... mtIg<!
(rep... ea.ti.~.··.•..·. Tl1t.. o.lnteroQtU)

Eight ~o1nt s Ix. And going uP.
\ . .. '

CARRINGTON' 3 VOICE '
I '11 ~eI, :r ight Gown. ,
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The intercom snaps off. Suddenly the Geiger counter
starts purring like a rattlesnake.

HENRY
(his voice
rising)

Eddie! Barnes! Get upl
(Dykes and Barnes
sit up in alarm)

Grab your guns -- axes are
be tter -- Nikki" tak e th is I

(he seizes the
mattress on
his C)otand
P~eA~s. "it ,at
Ntkki)

Sit in the COrne I' ~ ... hold that
over your

(to M/tcAuliff)
Where's your tommy-gun?

MACAULIPF
Heret

He ,pulls tommy-gun from under his bed and brandishes it.

DYKES P~ND BARNES
What's up?
V~here is it'?

It CRASH from the window is. their answeIt,

HENRY
Pillows, Get those pillows in
front of your faces'

A second/ORASH sends the entire window hurtling into
the room. The Creatur€ springs into their midst.

GUNS ROAR. The' CItes. ture move s toward Ma.cAuliff. His
tOn1rny-gun chatt~t's at it point.blank. It strikes at
the tommy-gun, kthocking it out of MacAuliff's hands"
a~d sending MaoAuliff spraWling.

The Creattirejutnps after MacAuliff. I,t is palked for a
momE:nt by Henry"who strikes it with his lce axe.

;.

(Co m: tNtrEb)

;
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A bullet hits the light. Only the dim light of the
kerosene lamp remains.

The Creature whips its knifed hand at Henry's f~ce.

Henry partially blocks the blow with his pillow which
shreds in the air. Henry stagger~ back against the
wall. He almos t knocks OVE;)r the hu't'ri cane V.:tmp. He
picks it up and dashes itat the Crea.ture. Flaming
kerosene spatters over it. As it stands burning torch­
like in the middle of the room Barnes moves forward
and strikes a mighty blow with his a~e. The blow
misses. Instantly the Crea. ture wheels and se izes Barne s
by the t bt'oat. !;:;'I'$.ir1'16a :s'.ere!$tltfl one"6. Hi'a scream gUrgle s
away.. Dykes ,holding his entire cot in front of him
as a 8h1elo', Nshas forward followed by Henr·y. They
smash at the mon«ittor Which .. still holding Barnes with
one tentacl<:,'. retreats to a corner of the room.

\

It is the corner in Which Nikki has been crouching.
She scre8Il1s. The Cr~ature Whips its free talon at her
and secures her by the arm. still afire, it starts
dragging it s two victims toward the window. Nikki's
~creams fill the room. Onca more Henry oharges forward
with his ice axe and sinks its pointed end into the
Crea tur e 's he ad •

The Creature stops, drops Nikki and lashes at Henry.
This time its ar~ed knife-fingers slash Henry's wrist.
Henry drops the axe and f!llls baok. Dykes, still
shie ;Ld.ed by his 00t. J;.l.e.f! at the seme tim.e gl1abbed
Nikki's an~l{i an.d pulJ,eo neraway. Ma0Auliff has
pioked up the oan oonta.ining the remainder of the
kerosene ... He throws it on the Creaturo. The blaze
surges up,

;' (CO NTINUED)



55 (CONTINUED)

Parts of the room have caught rire.
The Creature picks up Barnes and
springs out the window into the
storm.
For a moment its motion through
the night is etched '"in fire. Then
the wind and snow extinguish the
flames. The Creature disappears.
Dykes moves quickly from Nikki to
bend over Henry who is kneeling in
silent agony~ clutching his
lacerated forearm,
Dykes snaps on a flashlight.

(panting)
You all X'1ght .. pat"

HENRY
(with di.t'f'iculty)

Yeh.
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~ (he nods toward Nikki)
.How about her?

DYlffiS
Fainted. Her arm's cut. I think
she's all right, though.

MACAULIFF
(his f'ingars on Nikki's pulse)

Yes l shets all right.

HENRY
Barnes - he died cp ick.. I think.

DYKES
So do I.

(ha points his flashlight
rat the floor)

'1'b.~,t~hingwontt make. much or a meal
oft t~e poor guy. Most of his blood's
in here.

'1'here is a knock on the door.

Cl~INGTONIS VOICE
It's !ir. Carri:pgton.

HE1:ffiY
Come =\-~l.

:¥>xt. Carrington entel:'s * Dykes'
,!'lashlight foousas·on his faoe.

\ .
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CARRINGTON

(blinking at the beam)
I hea~d shots - what happened?

HENRY
Dr. Carrington, I want everyone in
this camp to assemble in the radio
room immediately. Fully dressed.
Bring medical supplies, provisions,
and every weapon welve got.

CbRRINGTON
Your window " is it " was it the " ?

HENRY
It was. Ifll give you all a full
report in the radio room. Get going,
Doctor - you, too, Eddie. Round
everybody up. Get fem barricaded
before it domes backl

DISSOLVE TO:

56 INTERIOR RADIO ROOM ... 2 :30 A.M.

Beyond the radio room is a short underground passage
leading into the generator room.
All the members of the expedition, save Henry, MacAuliff
and Hendrix are in the radio room.
Chapman is putting final touches on a bandage on Nikkif[l
arm.
Two workers are nailing shut the trap door tha t leads to
the observation towext.
Henry entail'S with Hendrix and MacAuliff following.

Henry nods. MacAuliff has
takon two Geiger counters
.tram a ru Ck"'6 ack in the
a,orner. He returns to Henry.

HENDRIX
(to Hen;ray)

•••not during the storm, Captain.
But soonts it blows over I can get
the tJ1!~nsmitter out ofyou~ plane
and ri.g up a two-way conmmnication
with Dutch Harbor.

, ' HENRY
(to MacAul:U'f)

, Got 'em?
(as MacAuliff shows him
,the oounters)

Eddie1\ .
\
",.

(00NT INtJED)



56 (CONTINUED)
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Dykes turns f~om where he
has been supervising the
workers at the trap door.

HENRY
I'm going to station you and Mac at
eaoh end of the corridor. Take a
counter along. If it starts clicking,
report back here, on the double.

DYKES
(t"eelingly)

You bet.

HENRY
It 11 put Niklt1 on the interoom.
She tll.keep cheCkil"+p W~,:t;~ .'f0u, 00
we'11 know if you get taken by surprise.

DYKES
(wryly)

Tha t t 11 be a big he Ip •••
(He goeiL out
with MacAuliff)

HEl-J'"RY
(to Nikki)

Got that, Nikki?

NnaCI
yes. Where' s the interoom?

HENRY
(po1ntirtg)

oveX' there .. HendrUt t 11 show y.ou.

Nikki pulls a ohair over to
the interoom panel. Hendrix
moves to show her the levers
t~t will oonnect her with
~*~§ ~nd Mao4ulifr.
Slteely emerges from the
generator room and orosses
tq Henry.

,. SKE1IL'Y
Hey, Ce,l>tain,whf,\t t s theaeIl4l~9'+:
overyboiy hUddling in here' tat's
get s 01'9~'~9tY~E1pe torchesQI>.d han~
grenad$~"snd. s'buf't'and rush the graeMOt1Se.

HENRY
It isn,t in tho greenhouse.
ohockod,



56 (CONTINUED)
CHAPMAN

How did it get ou t.. Captain?

HENRY
Burned its way out. Therols a
big hole in tho wall. still hot.

SICEELY
(incredulous)

Burned its way through an iron wall?

HENRY
It's radio-active.

CHAPMAN
(solemnly)

probably can generate onough heat to
burn its way through anything.

NIKKI
(into intercom)

~ll right, Eddie? Over.

EDD!I!:+S VOICE
Nothing yet.

NIKKI
(into :tntercom)

All right.. Mac? Over.

MACAULIFF'S VOICE
All q:I iet here.

At twenty second intervals,
N:tkki, Eddie and MacAuliff
repeat the same ritual.

SKEELY
I still say wo ought to corner that
thing ,;tn the greenhouse. Thatls mere
itt s g~owing its stuff ... - it'll go
back t~ore -- .

ERICSON
(growling)

Corner. it wi th what, you dumb joker?
Insect, pov/dar?

AMBROSE
(coming up)

I've got enough cable to reach the
,nursert, Captain. Suppose we electrocute

it? (

. (CONTINUED)
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56 (CON'£ INUED)
CHAPMAN

It might be immune to electricity.

REDDING
(coming up)·

It's not. I tried it~ on one of those
horrible sprouts.

Carrington has beon sitting
nearby1 his head in his
hands. He looks up angrily.

CARRINGTON
You destroyod theml

REDMNG
Only one. It disintegrated under
five hundred volts and burnt to an
ash.

CARRINGTON
I forbid you to do any more tamperingl
Our orders are cloar. We"e.re to wait

HENRY
(curtly)

I'm giving the orders.

Carrington looks at Henry for
a moment, then risos and goes
into the generator room.
Honry ignores him.

HENRY
(to Redding)

I think you've got so~othing, Doctor.

AMBROSE
(eagorly)

Shall 'X run the ca.blo into the green­
houso1)

HENRY
Our p~l isfitt going back there.

, AI,mROSE
But tbloso things :l.n tho gl'eenhduae aro
growina•••They must noed ..... nourisbmont.

t

( REDDING
,to HenrYf protesting)

You can't anticipate its moves. JJtamind
is of !al d1ff'ol'ent nature than ours.

\- !

(CONTINUE!)
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56 (CONTINUED)
HENRY

A mind at war is always the same -­
whethor it's hatched in Tokyo or Mars.
We know tho thing's objective.
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SKEELY
What?

HENRY
(nodding at Ambrose)

Nouris~nt. Blood, and all tho blood in
the camp is in this room. Ho'll be
coming down tho pike any minute now.

As Henry spoaks his eyes
havo boon roving around tho
room.

CHAPMAN
Perhaps wold; bo wisor to disperso --

HENRY
Held got us one at a time.

SKEELY
(eyeing Henry)

So what do we do?

HENRY
Wo give him a welcome home party.

(he points to tho corridor
that loads to tao gonorator
room)

In that tunnol. And a groat, big
hotfoot.
; (he turns to Redding)
'Got any chicken Wire • cattlo fenco
wire -- any kind of wire webbing?

REDDING
Yos -- rolls of it.

(CONTINUED)

SK'£j)gLY
Liko a't'ly trap,

HENRY
(to Er:tcson)

Ken, tako two mon and holp Doctor
ROd4ang ,bri,ng thO, wir,o out. Lay it in
that p~ssagQ way. Thon string it along
tho roof.



56 (CONTINUED)
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HENRY
(to Amb~oBe, as Ken
follows Rodding out)

Splico your cablo to tho webbing. And
fix up an oporating sWitch on a long wiJ:'o ­
about thirty foot. How many volts can
you givo mo?

AMBROSE
Over a thousand.

HENRY
That enough?

AMBROSE
I oarnostl'1hope so.

HENRY
Got going, DootOJ:'i

J~mhrosib runs out. Nikki t B

ox.chungos with Dykas and
MaoAuliff havo boon continuing
at regular intorvals. Now
Nikki tu J:'no to HendriX.

N;J:KKI
Tako ovor for mo, ploaso,
Mr. Hondrix.

HQ.n4r,a.~:r~taa, tl.1.s:t:L:n:borQom
nnd stU:l:'ts~hoC,lF:LngWith tho
sontinoJ.s as N:i.Kki goas to
Honry..Sho pulls a this s loovo.

Pat, dontt you fool;1.tt It f s gotting
oold.

HENRY

EVOry~~~~~~()~~ ~~:O~~~ktk get bEtck
in tho,. .. gonorator room. Mako it snappy,
ploase. .

.........'.~H(~I .
toll '10'01'11'1 gott1ng ocild.

'!rENR't'·,



56 (CONTINUED)
HENRY

< (calling to Chapman)
What's the thermometer reading?

CHAPMAN
(glancing at a wall thermometer)

Fifty-four. I thought it was
getting chilly

SKEELY
It sura is.

CHAPMAN
(still staring at the
thermometer)

It.' s going down fast.

HENRY
(placing his hand over
a heat vent)

There's no heat at all coming
through the vents.

CHAPMAN
We've got three f~naces. They
couldn't all break down a t once.

SKEELY
(looking at the thermometer
over Chapman' sshoulder)

GOing down. Forty-nine!

CHAPMAN
Someone better go to the furnaee room.

HENRY
No) Doctor. Ther~'s nothing
wrong with the furnaoes.

, NIKKI
Must be., Henry. Why QreD't they working?

HENRY
a·e()aus~. they've been turned oft.
;By our visitor.

SKBILY
Holy I\te. He's gonna freeze us out!

HENRY
And eo~e 1n after us when we':re

I numb or dead with cold.
(

127



128

56 (CONTINTED)
SKEELY

What a practical joker. Reminds me
of General Rommel when we were "it."

CHAPMAN
(reading from the thermometer)

Forty-five now.

SKEELY
An~ it's sixty below outside.

Redding, Ericson and two other scientists have emerged
from the storeroom with the wire rolls. They start to
execute Henry f s orders.

·amNRY
( toeht!ipml1n )

How many flying $'l11ts are there,
Doctor? I

CHAPMAN
E:i.ght f oounting yours. ,And one
electric blanket.

The telegraph instrument sta.rts to ohatter.

HEtroRIX
(calling)

Nikki.

NIKKI
Coming.

She replaoes HendriX at the 1nteI'oom pane1. Hendrix
starts t~{{lng down the telegraph message,.

/ HENRY
, (to Cha.pman)

Leave me one for Nikki. Taka the
othar,~ in the genarating room and
tell the folks to take turns
waartbg fern.' Tan minute shifts.

Chapman moves to obey,
. J

~.

SK.'EELY
Out' ~rlendfs qul,te.$ boy.
the ~ngles .~'.

Figures all



56 (CONTINUED)
HENRY

(staring at the wil'ing)
Lucky thing we got Edison and
Einstein on our side.

SKEELY
(quietly)

Wonder if they're going to be eno'ugh.

ffmRY
(equally qUietly)

I was wondering the exact same thing.

ERICSON
(working)

My finge;tHJ ara g.etting numb.

S.KEELY
(walking up and down to
warmh1m.self)

I remember 'onoe in Aocra, in
equatorial Afrioa .-

ERICSON
Shut up. Nobody's listening.

HENDRIX
Messaga for you, Captain.

HENRY
Hold it.

(to Cha.pman who is returning
i'. .fo.r ~.~Q the r load 0 f f}.y:l,.ng sui t s )

Got any rUbber boots in that storax-oom?

/ CHAP",".AN
flan ty otthem.

HENRY
Get us: four pa i rs ~ ",,111 you.

Chapman goes to,J'ithe storeroom •

129

/

.. .·. ...... .": .'S~&~
Wh,t'fa tJ~~ bOOy,S, fOr'

..... ?" ..... ?< ...He;~:RY
$0 nd/f)'O'at get'$bU:~rfadQe61den tally
when it tU~tl tb.e ju,:i.ce on.

',':,
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SKEELY

(calling after Chapman)
Make that fl va pa. iI', Doctor!

DYKES t VO ICE
(over intercom)

It's coming!

NIKKI
(relaying the warning)

Pat! It's coming!

:HENRY
(to Nikki)

Call Mao 1n!
(t·o the wire workers)

Almost finished'?

RlSDDING
(working frantically)

Anothor minute ••

AMBROSE
(calling from the other
and of the corridor)

All ready on this enql

Henry has moved to the door. He opens it. MacAuliff
an~ Dykes eome running in. Henry shuts and bolta the
door behind them. ..

DYKES
(panting)

Th(iJ oount eX'·t s going. 'line. reading' a
low, but it's going up. Oh, boy,
it's cold!

He hands tne counter to Henry. Chapman has come out
of the storeroom with the boots. Skeely takes a pail:',
and tqeothers are dumped at the entrance of the
passage ...way.

HENRY
(jerking his he~d toward the
generatort'Q()m)

Nikkii ... baok there. Get going.
( bothe other'S)

Get t~ose boots on, boys.

.(CONTINUEr»

j .
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56 (CONTnnE1:»

He starets to pullan a paire himself. Carrington com.:3S
out of the generator room. He looks at the cable
hook-up Ambreose has made, then glances up qU'ickly at
the wire-web installed by Redding, etc.

REDDING
That d03S it. All set, Captain.

HENRY
Okay, everybody in the back room
but Army personnel.

Carrington strideS up to Henry. His face is working
emotionally. He is about to address Henry, when
Hendrix speaks up. '

HENDRIX
How about your message, Captain?

HENRY
Let's he va it.

HENDRIX
(reading)

MacLaren to Henry. US3 every means
t,o save lives of expedition. But take
no steps against captive. Expect to
re lieva you lrJ t hr~e days. Hold out
well as you can. Your main objective
is to keep craatu~a alive ur>til our
ar~ival. Cot'lgres:13'. President, Chiefs
or Staff, all sup~ri9rsyona1der . .
s'urviva lof captl,!,-ee~$ature g:reatest
triumph for our c'1v1'llze.tion.

DYKES
The biggest he roes are always' hank
of th~ lines, eht

HENRY

SKEELY

HENRY~

(g!'imly)
Well- that's that.

(qUietly)
How dOGS that affect your plans, Captain?

Not at, all.
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56 (CONTINUED)
CARRINGTON .

(in tense ly)
You can not ignore your orders,
Captain! The y come from sources
that know more than you!

Henry finishes donning his boots. He stands up, and
glances coolly at Carrington.

HENRY
Wetll discuss that some other time.

(pointing to the
real' door)

In·s ida" 1'0Uta.

I CARRINGTON
(vibrantly)

a"S.~t'1ngton s'tandsgla·r1 rig at- Henry ..
to control the fury in him.

\

He makes an effort

V~"''''' -1,.".<>··1"" ... · ov':'l·~rs P""om "o"r S'l:~·:>",l·nrs......... v\ ... .,.1 '-...t -' .... ,:I .. J 0 .&. ....A. -..J ,L _ .,~ ". I.A. \ r;,.J.J J. '- ,

Captain Henry. You've baen directed
to presarve the life of this interplanetary
creature at all costs.

DYKES
(from the thermometett)

The temperature is now thirty above ..

;'

CARRINGTON
(cutting in sharply)

Your duty is to the Army you repr~tlent!

SK?:ti:LY
Pa~fect f-oX'Sk1.joo]Jn;g'.

CARRINGTON
(tense ly to Henry)

You are an officer in the United
States Army in charge of a military
mis aion e You h.a va reoeived instructions
from your general ... and from every
dep.artment of the gave rnmen t on how
to prb,peed.

HENRY
It's no fun breaking orders, Doctor •

. But Any dutY' ....



56 (CONTINUED)
HENRY

(quietly)
My first duty as a man is to the
human race. Thera 'a an enemy of it
coming after us. I fm gOing to ki11 it.

Redding enters from the corridor. He handa Henry a
switoh on the end of a long wire.

REDDING
Harets your operating switoh.

HreNRY
Thanks.

133

Redding glanoes
tOWSI'd the rea!'
In;tercom panel.
squealing comes

ouriously at Carrington and returns
room, Dykes is standing by the

He pushes a. button. A subdued
out of the communicator.

HENRY
(sharply)

Wha t ts that?

.,DYKES
I've got the intercom open to the
greenhouse. Listen to them.

Aa he talks the room fills with an insistent mewing
as if from a myriad of voioea.

HEN.RY
Yt:>ur friend.$ soU;tid hungry, Carrington.

SlXEELY
(as the voicea ri s e)

The y must be big boys now.

DYKES
Th3 wi Id carrots are coming ... 1

I,. C4R:tl~q.TON .,
,«his voiCe ri:~d.ng· in anger):

You 'f'e doing more than breaking ~rmy

or~et$, Captainl You're robbing the
h'Utnalil mind J, ,

HENRY
Youea.n te$tify to. that ef'fect at my
oour~ martial, DoctoI'.

(OQ1~ r.r INDED )



56 (C ONT INUED )
CARRINGTON

(tensely ... and controlling
himself again)

A secret has come to us, greater than
any seoret ever revealed to science.
It must not be destroyedl It must
be, studied - and learned,'

HENRY
(quietly)

I saw it, Carrington. It's not
something to put under glass -
and examine. And thet'e at'e thousands
motte of them hatching _ They'll
reproduce like weeds.. They t11
te~1" the world apart.

CARRINGTON
That doesn't mattert

HENRY
(softly)

I It kind of matters to me.

CARRINGTON
(growing wilder»

Knowledge is morts important than
life, Captain_ We have only one
excuse for existing ... to think,
to find out, to lear>n what is unknown.

:O~6
We, hav'EJrt't a ohance to learn anything
ft-.m that pookey Martian, except a
quicker way to die, poctOl.".

HENRY
I'm ordering you baol-t, Cal'1"ington •

.CARRINGTON
(full of a O\U"iOU8 fur-y)

I~ dae-$:nt~ matter what happens to
us:1 LN'Le'ra not animals. We're a
brain that thinks! Nothing e1$e
coun.t"s, exoept our thinking. We've
thought our.way into natut'e ~ We've
split the· a tom -

DYKEs·
Yeah, and that sure made the world
happy, didn't·itf

The mew~ng out of the we:ll speaker incl"eas$s,.·

(oom:t~tJElJ)
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56 (CONTINUED)
\ HENRY

I've ox-dered you out, Carrington.

CARRINGTON
(wildly)

We owe it to the brain of our
species to stand here and die
without destroying a source of
wisdoml Captain, I beseech you.
Science, government, the Army ~

oivilization has given us orders.

HENRY
(grimly)

They're wrong orders. They oome
f'l'OPlpe;qp~~;W'p.() don ~ t know what
theyt~e talking apout.

SKE:ELY
I'm with Y9u there~ Henry. In a
pinch I always put my' money on a
little man ~ against all top brass.

CARRINGTON
(wildly to Benry)

You set yourself' above all human
progress, above all soiencel

HENRY
(quietly)

I set myself' against an enemy,
Carrington.

MACAULIFF
Come on, Doctor. You've said your
piece. This is one time when
science doesn't blow up the world
••• just to see what makes it tick.
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DYKES!, suddenly)
The q,~ igs.ti' 1

He picks up the counter. It is clicking more
rapidly •.

HENRY
Insiqe, Carring,ton.

~~

Dykes seizes C~rrlngton. The Doctor goes With him.

(CONTINUED)

-.f
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56 (CONTINUED) CARRINGTON
(f~om the door into the
underground passage)

You're foolsl You'll never hurt itt
It's wiser, stronger ...

DYKES
Shut up ... 1
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He pushes Carrington into the passage into the
generator roo~~ Nikki 1 Chapman and Hendrix follow.
Dykes shuts the door behind them and then rejoins the
g~oup in the radio room. It consists of Henry,
MacAuliff, Ericson, Ske'ely and Dykes. Henry tU!'ns
and sees Skeely.

'. . HENff:(
Sorry,Skeely. These at'e ftibnt lines..
No civilians allowed.

SKE~Y
That does! not inclUde the Press,
Ca.ptain.

HENRY
Get in with the others, Skeely.
You don't belong here.

SKEELY
(g1' inning )

I didn't belong at Alameln or
Bouganville • or Okinawa. Just
hung around as a k1bltzer~" I am
a).s 0 e. vert g ood. obit wrl tel'~.

".I-g:nQre me, ples.$~••

Henry grins and decides to ignore hlm... He tu!'ns to
Dykes,.

HENRY
You got the Geiger, Eddie.

. DYKES
Yeah, no change,.

, ~~QAULI¥F

The tempel's. tUffe ;. now twenty ...two ..

HiNft'l . .
Keep mOVing e.-round. 'J.1ntt "11 he3.p
a little.



56 (CONTINUED)
ERICSON

(trying to keep his
voice casual)

Excuse me, Pat, but wouldn't it
be a better idea to wait a t the
other end of the tunnel.

HENRY
No, Ken. We receive 'in here.

DYKES
Any reason, Pat?

HENRY
PS~Cll~lc>gl •.' Ou!t boy s.eems It.~Xld
ot' s,ttiart. He's going to nt1t.$<re
an empty room - and a lot of fence
wire laid.. And sit down to think
it over .. fot' a few hout's. But
if it tin4s us out here waiting,
he'll chase us back into the tt'ap.

,-. SKEELY
Providing we are able to move.

HENRY
That's right.

SKEELY
Frozen bait, eh?

:MACAULIFF
How can it get cold so quick?

(to Dykes)
You're turning blue.

137

/ HENRY
Keep moving, boys,

They,paoe.

ERICSON
Must be zero.

DYK.ES
, (fl'om the the rmometer )

Was. \ Next stop flve b6clow.

I MACAULIFF
Come i, Mr. Mart ian ... and get some
nlc6'Scoteh blood "",110 proof'.
Noth':t.p' like it for babies~

\,



56 (CONT INUED )
ERICSON

(pacing)
Cut it out - f

MACAULIFF
I never thought I'd be in a hurry
to see that lad again.

ERICSON
(gesturing toward
the intercom from
which the mewing noises
are still issuing ­
now in a sudden
cresoendo)

Th,ose. things giva me the fa.nt ods,
Oka'S if I shut it off, captain'?

SKEELY
No# dontt~ I like the gooseflesh.
Keeps me warm.

There is a moment or two of silence. 'The men keep
mOVing and sWin~ing their arms •.

DYKES
I don't hear the Geiger.

HENRY
It's going.

ERICSON
Faster?

l

HENRY
Two points.

DYKES
Then he's on his wayl

,i MACAULIFF
Mayb~. I got a WOl'l''Y.

DYKES
eto Henry, saluting

i i 11ke acou1'1el')
Report from the front I Ca.ptain.
Brother MacAulil'f has a wot'l'1 •.

N,ACAULIFF
It 's ~no joke.

(CONTINUED) ,
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the back)
You'll be a

56 (CONTINUED)
ERICSON

(tensely)
Spill it I

MACAULIFF
What if it can read our minds?

DYKES
(pacing)

It's going to be sore when it
gets to you - a blank page.

MA CAULIFF
(angrily)

They're working on telepathy in
!h!! country ain't they? So they've
probably got it on Mars l conside~in'

the superior type of carrots they
produce. So it knows everything
we're sayin' and thinking and it'll
wait till we're froze stiff in our
own trap before it -

~HENRY

(sharply)
It's coming closer.

(the mewing has
stopped. Thet'e
is silence. The
Geiger counter
is heard clicking)

, Up two mote points.

DYKES
(pats Henry on

A real strategist.
general yet.

SKEELY
Not a chance. Not enough fat
in his head.

ERICSON
(staring at the counter
in Henfly' $ hand)

It's standing still now_

DYKES
Getting its wind.

HENRY
Keep moving -

(CONT INUED )
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56 (CONTINUED)
SKEELY

(as he paces)
I l'emembe.r the fil'st' electrocution
I eve.r cove.red. Ruth Snyder and
Judd G.rey. I'll nevel' fOl'get how
Madam Snyde!' bounced in the chai!'
when they gave be.r hel' last pe.rmanent.
We wel'e all watching her eyes and -

HENRY
.(sha.rply)

Hold itl

Skeely becomes silent. The quickened clicking of the
Geige.r fills the room.

DYKES
(softly)

Thar she blows 1

HENRY
(his voice pl'ecise)

When it comes in, yo~et into
the passage first, Skeely.

(he points to the
opened passage dool')

You next, Ken. Then Mac, then
Eddie. Got that?

(the men nod)
Don't start falling back till its
in the room and sees us. I'll
carry the switch. Take care when
I turn the jUice on that you don't
touch the walls. You'll get
electl'ocuted if you do.

(curtly)
We don't know. But we'll find o\J.t.
All set?

DYKES
Fivehundred bU!'ned one of the
sprouts.

MACAULIFF
What it the thousand volts aren't
enough, Pat?

MACAULIFF
You can kill a baby with a fly
swattel' - you need a. baseball bat
for a man. How do we know l·t
won't walk right through.

HENRY
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56 (CONTINUED)

DYKES
(quietly)

Yes, sir.

The Geiger counter is now clicking loudly. Holding
axes and hatchets in their gloved hands, the men talm
their positions as Captain Henry indicated.

HENRY
(quietly)

If the voltage doesn't stop it,
keep sWinging at its arms.

MA CAULIFF
(suddenly)

Itt s outside! Itt s coming in!
\

A breaking of wood comes from the doorwa:r.

S:f:I:F,ELY
Yeah, we got a caller.

HENRY
Walt till it shows - before you move!

At this moment the lights go out.

SKEELY
(in the dark)

What the holy "-1

MACAUT.JIFF
(calling in" the dark)

The jUice is offl

ERICSON'
(baWling out in'the dark)

Put on the lights.
I .' .

The Geiger alloWing and the mewing fill the darkness.
The outline of the door begins to glow in the dark, as
the Cre a tur'e burns away at it.

(CO·ii,"tT···r·l':rTT"!7D)" - '.' ~.-~._ ,dL......:.I ' .. -
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56 (CONTINUED)

NIKKI'S VOICE
. (yelling)

Pat!! Pat: Carrington's
disconnected the generator!

HENRY'S VOICE
Mac! Come with me! Eddie­
hold that thing back as long as
you can:

Roger -

REDDING'S VOICE
(oalling down the
passa.geway)

captain Henry - Watch out ­
Carrington's got a gunJ .

We hear the sound ot feet crashing against the wire
webbing as Henry and fllacAuliff run along the tunnel.
The doorwayts outline continues to glow more brightly.

"- -
DISSOLVE TO;

57 TNT. GENERATOR ROOM

It is entirely dark. Henry's flashlight stabs into the
room. It swivels around quickly, pausing briefly on
Ni~ki's panicky face, flashing over the frightened
faces of t,he others,. ,'then finding Carrington.
Carri~gto~ stands with a gun in his hand .. staring
wildly.

/

! CARRINGTO N
, (as the flashlight

hits him)
I'll shootl· I'll shoot if anyone
~<>uch,es tbat generatorr

n
Henryt s re sponse is to charge forward. He grabs the
revolve:r>.with one hand, and hits Carrington with the
other. .Jarrington 1'alls unconscious,. alongside the
generators. ; H~nry seizes Carrington's revolver,

HENRY
(as he retrieves
the.!"6volver)

Mac! Redding! Get those
generators connected! '

(CONTINUED)
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57 (CONTINUED)

He darts out as Mac and Redding turn their flashlights
on tho generator and fall t01Jllork.

DISSO L\{11: ~ro:

58 INT. RADIO ROOM

Tho redly glowing door begins to fall inward. As it
topples, Dykes' voice is heard.

DYKES
Never mind the guns, Use your
axesJ

The Creature stands revealed in the doorway radioactivi t
c~uses it to shimmer weirdly in the dark. It pauses a
moment in the doorway, then movos toward tho little
group in the mouth af the passageway.

HENRyt S VOICE
. (in the dark)

Fall back, fellows - Get going,
SkeelYJ You next, Ken! Move:

The group retroats in order dam! the passageway. The
Thing pauses at the entrance of the corridor.

MACAULIFF'g VOICE
(in the dark)

All connectod - Okay, Pat --

The tunnel lights begin to glow redly, rovealing the
Army group retreating over the fence wire. Tho Grcatur0
is advancing toward thorn, but has not yet enter·3d the
trapped tunnel,

ERICSON
It ' s, connected! What're you
waiting for, Pat?

(CONTINUED)
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58 (CONTINUED)

HENRY
(coolly)

I'm waiting to catch it in the
middlo of the tunnel, Ken.
Take 1t easy, son.

At this moment there comes the sound of a scuffling
from the generator room. A figure bu.rsts out into tho
tunnel, as we hear a chorus of "Grab him," "Shut the
door," "Hold him. ... he's crazy," etc. The figure is
Ca.rrington.He P\ls1:le~ 'by Henry, Dykes and tho rest of
the Army group .. and runs the longth of tho corridor,
He comes to a halt a.t the far and of the corridor,
facing the CrElattl.re. Ca.rrington, only a few feet away
from the utlearthly visitor, extends his arms in a.
p'fe ading ge sture.

\
I

HENRY
(during this)

Grab him! Eddiel stop himl

DYKES
Too late, Shall I go get him?

HENRY
(after a split
second)

No. No, Eddie, don't. Fall
back.

The A~y ~roup continues to retreat.

CARRINGTON
(his face dimly
vistble in the
refra.cted light
of the Creature's

;;y""i PhQ~phore,s • .n{)e) / , "
tis~~n to me - Pm your friend!
Loo~~ my'ha.nds are in the air ...
I ~~ye no weapons -I'm your
friend .. you must "undo;rste.ndtna.. You're wiser tnan I ...
Y/,u lmust understand I'm trying
to l;te1p you - Don'tcpmo tm!
further. They'11 kil1yoUl!
Lool¢ ," a..ttn~,Itm,~~i'o~'S~J.~;Ss' ...
you ~ust seO that JdQh'trn9Q.n.
to J;llurt you - I want to know'
you! ~ to he Ip you ... '
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58 (CONTINUED)

CARRINGTON (cont'd)
Believe mel You have a greator
intelligence than anything on
Earth - Use it - nse it - look
at me and know what I'm trying
to tell you - I'm not your
enemy - I'm a scientist - a
scientistl

The Creature has paused before Carrington's tirade as
if studying hi~ Now, without haste, it lifts one arm,
and flicks its hand at Carrington's throat, Carrineton
falls to tho floor almost decapitated, his last words
still gurgling in his tb.'r*oat. The Creature steps ovor
Carringtonls corpse and enters the tunnel, It advancos
~ive or six steps,

I HENRY
(crying sharply)

Watch outl Here we go~

He presses the switch in his hand, A bombardment of
huge sparks leaps from coiling to floor, The Creature
is ca.ught in the lightning flashes. It stands
motionless as the thousand volt bolts crack through it
from head to foot, In front of it stand the fiva men ­
axes ready, and weirdly visibl;) in the spitting light,·
The Creature begins to glow like a filament, then
bursts into flame, It sinks to the ground.

HENRY
Don't move anybody!

Keep
him':

'I i

SKEELY
(pointing a small
camera)

that light going!
I got himJ

I got

( CO ~TTI NUED )
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toward the heap
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58 (CONTINUED)

The Creatureta form melta in the flames.
away, Henry ends the spark bombardment.
the passage come up full. The men move
of ashes remaining of the Creatu~e.

HENRY
(to Mac)

Go tell them it's over - and to
get the furnace going.

As MacAuliff moves to obey, Chapman, Niklc1 and a number
of the refugees come out of the generator room•

. NIKKI
Dr. Carrington - what happened to him.

HENRY
(quietly)

He's dead.

SKEELY
(to Henry. Kneeling
over Carrin~tonts

remains.)
A clean sweep, Captain.
monsters are dead.

59 INT. RADIO ROOM 7 A~M.

Both-
DISSOLVE

The wind is still blowing" the snow still swirling
outside the tower windows.

Hendrix sits exhausted at his radio sending panel.

Skeely is hoarse and almost out on his feet with sleep,
He drinks coffee. A coffee pot is boiling over on a.n
electric stove 'b.eaide him.

Captain Henry sits on the c ot bed., He is trying to st8Y
awake.

CHAPMAN
(to Henry)

Thos~ pills taking hold?

HENRY
t(foggily)

I'll,say.

CHAPMAN
Dontt;f'ight them. Relax.

HENRY
I'va gc>:t to "".
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59 (CONTINUED)
CHAPMAN

That can all wait. First you have got
to rest. We all do,

He goes out.

SKEELY
(drinking coffee)

She clear?

HENDRIX
Just a. minute.

(:into mike)
Dutch Harbor, can you hear me?

VOICE
(back out of radio)

Dutch Harbor - recep';:;lon clear.

SKEELY
(exoited and hoarse)

:::'m onl

VOICE
General Fogarty standing by for
Captain Henry.

HENRY
(eyes closed)

Coming -- I'm coming.

Instead he sinks onto the cot bed.

SKEELY
(at the microphone)

North Pole, November 15 - Ned
8keely ~eport1ng -

VOICE
(cQ~1ng l:>aok)

General ,fogarty standing by for
Captain Henr:1.

SKEELY
(into mike)

Tell General Fogarty to read it in the
papers" •.. Flash. The world's gl'eatest
battle was fought and won today by
the hwnan raoe. Here at t he top of
thewo~1d a handful ot American
soldiers' and civ1liansw1ped out the
first invasion from another planet.

(CbW):'INUED)
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59 (CONTINUED)
VOICE

(over radio)
Captain Henry - come in. General
Fogarty standing by.

As Skeely continues to broadcast, Nikki enters. She
looks around sleepily. She sees Henry stretched out
on the cot bed, goes to him and starts shaking him
awake. But nothing will rouse him.
Failing to bring Henry to wakefullness, Nikki smiles
sleepily and stretches out in the cot beside him. She
closes her eyes. ..
Henry opens his eyes and looks at her foggily, He tries
to embrace her but oannot.

HENRY
(drowsily)

Untie me, honey.

NIKKI
You bet I will. Tomor~ow.

Henry sticks his nose into her neck and falls happily
asleep.
During this Skeely is broadcasting,

SKEELY
. . (answeriftG voice)

Stand by, all newspapers' Flash
oontinuedJ This first skirmish
for the possession of the earth
by the creatures from spaoe wa$
won by the daring leadership of
Captain Patrick Henry. Noah onoe
saved the world with an ark of wood.
Captain Henry performed a similar
service for our planet with an arc
of eleotricity. But, ladies and
gentlemen of the globe ... there is an
enemy h9vering over our heads - an
enemy ~ith an armada of flying saucers,
and an army of super human and
fantastio warriors. Every oitizen
of the !world must beoome a sentinel
watching the skies. Keep looking for
the next flying saucer ... watch the
skies, 'watoh everything over your
head ""!·throw a ring of watoh tower$
arOUnd phe earth ~ Keep looking ~ :
looking' ~ looking ~

FADEOUT




