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INT. ANNIE'S CH LDHOOD HOMVE - 1998 - DAY

YOUNG ANNl E CHEN - 8 years old, first-generation Chinese
immgrant child, sits at a tiny dinner table arranged in
front of a small TV, her attention rapt.

ANNIE (V. Q)
My entire life, |I've been obsessed
with white people dinner.

On the screen, she watches as a young M CHELLE TANNER on
Ful | House sits at a dinner table with her TV famly.

The dinner spread on TV is the epitone of all-Anmerican -
there's turkey and mashed potatoes and whatever else white
people eat for dinner. To Annie, it |ooks nmagical.

Annie's MOM pl aces a bow of rice in front of her. Foll owed
by a whol e cooked fish. Annie's face: this is bullshit.

YOUNG ANNI E

Do we have to eat rice every night?
ANNI E' S MOM

When | was your age, | had to pick

rice fromthe fields every day. My
not her and | woul d haul sacks to the
market to sell by the pound.

She | oads food and guilt onto Annie's bow .

ANNIE'S MOM (cont ' d)
Every grain of rice in your bow is
work fromthe fingers of alittle
girl you will never neet. Because her
parents are too poor to bring her to
Anerica for a better life.

Anni e | ooks the fish on the table in the eye.

YOUNG ANNI E
| feel like it's watching ne.

Annie's Mom POPS QUT THE FI SH S EYE AND EATS I T!

ANNI E S MOM
I fixed it. Now eat.

Of Annie's traumati zed f ace. ..

ANNIE (V. Q)
wi |l d dream That soneday,

I had this
I'"d nmeet a nice Anmerican boy...



INT. ANNIE'S COLLEGE DORM ROOM - 2009
COLLEGE ANNIE - 19 years old, makes out wth COLLEGE ETHAN -

19 (we'll get to himlater) - in atwn XL dormroom bed.
ANNIE (V.QO)
and we'd fall in love and 1'd

fihally get to eat white people
dinner with the nice white parents |
never had.

Anni e and Ethan break apart for a breathl ess beat.

ANNI E
Tell me about your parents. Wat did
they feed you as a kid?

ETHAN
Uh... pasta?

ANNI E

(sexy)
| love carbs...

ETHAN

(sexy)
Oven-roasted chi cken and onions. ..

ANNI E
| bet you had to brush your teeth
afterwards. ..

ETHAN
Yeah, ny nmouth was so dirty...

I NT. FAMLY DI NI NG ROOM - PRESENT DAY

ANNI E CHEN, 30, charming in a sleep-deprived way, sits at a
dining table. The dinner spread is gorgeous - |ike sonething
out of a Norman Rockwel | painting.

Anni e smles at JERRY, 35, generically handsonme white dude.

ANNI E
So... is this what dinner |ooked |ike
in your house grow ng up?

JERRY
My nomdidn't really cook. W ate a
| ot of McDonal d's.

Anni e | ooks di sappointed. Jerry is eager to pl ease.



JERRY (cont'd)
But nmy grandma did. We had a | ot of
pot at oes at her house.

Anni e holds up a WALKI E TALKI E

ANNI E
Can soneone get ne a pretty plate of
pot at oes? Al so where's ny actress?

An ART PA pl aces a plate of potatoes before Annie. Annie
stands - we widen to reveal she's on a TV SET. Annie is a TV
director - her vibe is ship captain neets traffic cop.

EVE - 28, British, an apol ogetic snob, hurries in.

EVE
| was at crafty, sorry. We really
nust get better tea on set.

Anni e directs her actors.

ANNI E
This is a nmagical scene. The
cul m nation of a whole season's worth
of sexual tension. Every frame of
this is going to get GF d within an
inch of its life on Tunblr.

Eve and Jerry nod. Annie's professional face cracks.

ANNI E (cont' d)
And we've got |ike, an hour before
I"'mlate for dinner with ny
boyfriend' s famly and we're supposed
to neet his new stepnomtonight. So
let's get this done in one, shall we?

EVE JERRY
Can do, boss. Yep.

Anni e wal ks backwards towards video village, calling out -
ANNI E
You're chanps. And | |ove you both
And we're rolling. And action.

The crew starts up again in a hurricane of activity, Annie
the center of it. She fist bunps the FIRST AD

END OF COLD OPEN




ACT _ONE

I NT. ANNIE AND ETHAN S LI VING ROOM - NI GHT

Anni e explodes in through the door and imredi ately starts
stripping off her set clothes.

ETHAN, 30, goofy-cute, marriage material, pokes his head out
of the doorway. He wears an apron, he's been baking.

ETHAN

Hey, ny girlfriend s stripping. Sexy.
ANNI E

["mon ny period.
ETHAN

| could still get into it.
ANNI E

(genui ne)

Aww. No, thank you. Were's the thing
| was going to wear tonight?

He tosses her a dress and she throws it on as she slips into
heels. This routine is second nature to them Ethan has
adapted to life with Hurricane Annie.

ANNI E (cont' d)
What are we bringing?

ETHAN
Souffl é. Since ny dad net this
nmystery woman in France.

He feeds her a spoon-sized sanple while she fixes her hair.
It's delicious.

ANNI E
You are a magi c cook. French ne.

I NT. ROBERT'S SITTI NG ROOM - NI GHT

ROBERT, 58, salt and pepper handsonme with professorial
vi bes, pours drinks for everyone in the sitting room It's
ol d noney, wood and wal | paper.

Al so seated are Ethan's sisters ROSE, 22, lovably ditzy with
a heart of gold, and DARCY, 34, the reluctantly responsible
el dest si bling.



ROBERT

Now, |'msure you're well aware, we
have a happy occasion to drink to and
sonmeone - very special - | would like

you to neet.

He gl ances towards the dining roomnervously. As he | ooks
away, we see a GROUP TEXT THREAD bubbl e up

Rose: Did Dad dye his hair?
Darcy: His silver is suspiciously even.

Robert turns back and everyone tucks away their phones.

ROSE
Daddy, did you change your hair?
ROBERT
They call it "a touch of gray."” |'m
told Anderson Cooper is a fan of the

styl e.
He pats his hair self-consciously.

ROBERT (cont' d)
Now, before we do introductions, |
want to go over a few things. First -
| absolutely adore this wonan. W net
while | was traveling in Paris. It
was totally unexpected but | fel

madly in love with her. | think she
fell inlove with nme too.
DARCY
Thi nk?
ROBERT
Thi nk. Just as | once thought your
nother fell in love wth nme, but
clearly I was wong on that score.
ETHAN
Let's not bring Mominto this.
ROBERT
The point is, | can only think I know

what goes on in ny partner's brain,
but I know I know what's happening in
ny heart.

ANNI E
Makes sense.



ROBERT
| don't expect you to treat her as a
stepnot her. But | hope you wil|
wel cone her into the famly with the
same generosity of spirit | would
extend to your |oved ones.

ANNI E / ETHAN ROSE / DARCY
That's very nice. / Sure. O course we will. / Wy
not .

Robert claps his hands together.

ROBERT
My heart rate is up, I"'mpractically
shaking, |I'm so nervous. But you're
going to |l ove her, | prom se.

He stands, heads towards the dining room then hesitates and
turns. Wth great inport -

ROBERT (cont' d)
One nore thing. | want you all to
know - your nmother and I, we tore at
each other's spirits.

A long beat. Hs kids wait for himto say nore.

ROBERT (cont' d)
Now, shall we have di nner? Annie, |
t hi nk you especially will enjoy it.

He presses his hands together and gives her a little half-
bow before he turns and | eads the way. Annie gives Ethan a
"what the fuck was that?" | ook as they follow

I NT. ROBERT'S DI NI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Everyone approaches the dinner table. It's been set with
di stinctly Chinese food.

ROBERT
Petal ? Cone in! Kids, neet Fei - she
is the yin to ny yang.

H s new wi fe nakes her entrance - FElI, Chinese, |ooks |ike
she could be 25 or just as easily 35. She's beautiful, brisk
and blunt. Fei holds a fish dish, |ike Betty Crocker woul d
hol d a pie.

Annie is already horrified. Wwo. Is. This? Wiy is she Asian?
Wiy is she so young?? |Is she prettier than Anni e??



Fei speaks in accented, rehearsed-fromlesson-tapes English.
She turns to Ethan first.

FEI
H . How are you?

ETHAN
Fi ne, thanks for asking.

FEI
I"'mglad to hear it.

Robert smles, charmed by every word out of her nouth.

ROBERT
She taught herself English by
listening to audio tapes. Fei, | want

you to neet ny ol dest, Darcy, ny
youngest, Rose, and nmy son, Ethan.

Fei nods at them

ROBERT (cont' d)
And this of course is Annie, Ethan's
girlfriend of six years.

ANNI E
Ten.

She shakes Fei's hand as she corrects Robert with a snile.

ROBERT
Annie is also from Chi na

Fei lights up. She speaks in RAPI D, UNSUBTI TLED MANDARI N

FEI
Real | y? What part of China are you
fron? When did you nove here?

Anni e panics - she has a five year old s vocabulary and this
is the worst pop quiz in the world.

ANNI E
(trying)
Dui bu qgi, wo de... zhong wen shi..
(giving up)
| don't really speak Mandarin, sorry.
Fei nods: | get it, you' re a bad Asian.

ANNI E (cont' d)
It's nice to neet you, though



VWhat a liar. Robert smles around the table.

ROBERT
Sit, sit! W don't want dinner going
col d.

Everyone takes their seats. Annie and Ethan are sitting
directly across from Robert and Fei .

ROBERT (cont' d)
It's cuisine fromFei's honme province

i n China.
(over-enunci ati ng)
Si - chuan.
FEI
(correcting him
Si chuan.
ROBERT
(m spronounci ng)
See- chuan.
FEI
Si chuan.
ANNI E

So how did you two neet?

FEI
W were at a gas station.

She doesn't offer anything else. Fei pops the fish eye out
and eats it, just like Annie's nom

ROBERT
There | was, punping gas into a
rental car when | | ooked up, and I
saw t he nost beautiful woman in the
wor | d.

FEI
He said hello.

ROBERT
And suddenly ny heart started
drunm ng and | thought to nyself, "If
| don't talk to her, I mght die."

DARCY

Maybe it was your arrhythm a.



ROBERT
I had all this anxiety - what if she
thinks I'"'man idiot, I'mold enough
to be her father, this is a beautiful
madness - and then the nost amazing
t hi ng happened.

FEI
He asked for nmy nunber and | gave it
to him

ROBERT
The funny thing is, neither of us was
meant to be there at the tinme. | was

on vacation in Brussels and she was
on a work trip in Zurich, but we both
made an i npronptu daytrip to Paris
and four weeks later, we were
married. It was a gas station of

fate.

FE
Yes. Fate.

It doesn't sound romantic when she says it. But Robert
grins, besotted.

ROBERT
You're ny fortune cookie from Cupid.

Anni e | ooks |ike she mght throw up. Robert smles.

ROBERT (cont' d)
But enough of our news. This is
famly dinner, tell me what's going
on in your lives.

No one tal ks. Annie clears her throat.

ANNI E
Et han got pronoted at Td Friday's.

ETHAN
Yeah. Cone by anytine and you can
have all the free fries you want,
courtesy of the new head chef.

ROBERT
OCh, who's the new head chef?

ETHAN
Me. |'mthe new head chef.
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EXT. ROBERT'S HOUSE - NI GHT

Everyone says their goodbyes on the porch. Robert and Fei
stand across from Et han and Anni e. Robert chuckl es good-
nat uredl y.

ROBERT
It's alnost like looking in a mrror,
isn't it?

ETHAN
What ?

FE

Because you are father and son. And
we are both -

ANNI E
Good ni ght!

Anni e slips her armthrough Ethan's and marches to the car.

ROBERT
(in cheerfully bad
Mandar i n)
Zai jian!

INT. CAR - N GHT

They clinb into the car. Ethan |ooks |ike he just got back
fromwar. Annie has noved past shell-shocked to suspicion

ANNI E
There is no way that woman is in | ove
with your father. Sonmething is very
of f about her.

ETHAN
We don't know that, maybe it's IliKke,
a Chinese cultural thing.

ANNI E

Et han, that is so racist, not
everything is a Chinese thing just
because the peopl e involved are
Chi nese.

(beat)
What if she's a mail order bride?
That's totally a Chinese thing.



Anni e shakes
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ETHAN
Dad woul d never do that. He cl osed
hi s Mat ch. com account because he
didn't want to give Momthe
satisfaction of knowi ng he had to pay
to find | ove.

ANNI E
She's definitely ol der than ne,
right? By at |east a couple nonths.

ETHAN
You know | can't tell how old you
peopl e are.
(off Annie's glare)
That's not racist! That's a fact!

her head. Ethan drives, glances at her.

ETHAN (cont' d)
Don't be mad. You're the yin to ny

yang.

ANNI E
I will |eave you

EXT. TA F - NEXT DAY

Est abl i shi ng.

Early norning over a strip mall T4 Friday's.

INT. TG F KITCHEN - DAY

Anni e hands Ethan a card that reads "Congrats on your

Retirement!"

ETHAN

(reading)
"Congrats on your retirenent..

(opens card)
From not being the head chef. You're
going to crush your first day! Please
make ne an egg scranble, |ove Annie."
Aww, t hanks, boo.

ANNI E
I neant it. The egg scranble part.

Ethan fries up an egg scranble. Annie hangs out next to him

on her phone.



ANNI E (cont' d)
What if they got married because Fei
caught himin a pregnancy scanf? She
seens |ike she'd be pretty fertile.

ETHAN
Dad had a vasectony after Rose.
(beat)
Can we tal k about sonething el se?

ANNI E
No. | found their honeynoon phot os.
Look at this.

Anni e turns her phone to reveal a photo of a shirtless
Robert in a traditional Chinese silk robe and Fei in a
stars-and-stripes American flag bikini.

ETHAN
| don't need to see that.

ANNI E
Your dad is pretty ripped though.
Sorry. You're nore ripped.

She pats himon the stomach reassuringly. Ethan addresses
his FRY COOK, M CKEY, 40's.

ETHAN
Hey, M ckey, you good here? |I'm gonna
t ake breakfast with the | ady.

M CKEY
Yeah, boss. You mind telling your
friend out there we can't give
endless refills on her fries? This is
like, the sixth plate we're sending
over.

Et han frowns, takes the fries. Annie follows himw th her
scranbl ed eggs pl ate.

INT. TG F - DAY

Fei sits at a booth, eating french fries. Ethan and Annie
stealthily observe her froma distance, Scooby Doo-style.

ANNI E
Who eats french fries at seven anf
She' s obviously a psychopat h.

12.
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ETHAN
Maybe it's a coincidence that she's
her e.

ANNI E

Yeah. Or maybe she's seen that you're
into Asians and she's decided to
di vorce your dad, seduce you, and
mur der ne.
(beat)
| should really get life insurance.

Et han approaches the booth, Annie follows.

ETHAN
Fei ?

FEI
Et han. Annie. Hello. How are you?

ANNI E
(over-casual)
We good. Whatcha doi ng here?

FEI
| have been eating the french fries.
They are free because Et han works
here, yes?

ETHAN
Uh, yeah. Mnd if we join you?

Fei indicates the seat across fromher in the booth.

FEI
| have never been inside this
restaurant. | wal ked by it many
times, in China.

ETHAN
You guys have TA Friday's in China?

FEI
Yes. It is very fancy there. Anything
Western - Pizza Hut, Burger King,
Ruby Tuesday's - they nmake it a very
fancy restaurant over there.

Et han gl ances at Anni e. She shrugs.

ANNI E
That's true. My nom s cousin got
married in a Sizzler's.
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FEI
| cone froma very poor village, so |
never thought | would get to eat in
TA Friday's.

Anni e and Ethan watch her dip the french fries in ketchup.

ETHAN
Did you have a job, before you
married ny father?

FEI
I worked for a Beijing travel agency
as a tour guide. W go to different
pl aces around Europe by bus.

Anni e i s suspi cious.

ANNI E
And did you neet a lot of wealthy
foreign business nen |like Robert as a
“tour guide"?

FEI
Sonetinmes. It was not very good
wor ki ng conditions. | sleep on back
of bus every night.

ANNI E
| guess you're not in a hurry to get
anot her job when you can hang out and
eat free fries during the day, huh?

FEI
I will get job. But first |I nust wait
for paperwork with US I nmm gration
Services to go through

ANNI E
(can't hold it in
anynor e)
I's your marriage with Robert real?

FEI
Yes, there is a marriage |icense.
Wuld you like to see it?

ANNI E
No, that's not what | neant -

Fei hol ds her phone up, open to a photo of a marriage
license. Annie |looks at it politely.
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ANNI E (cont' d)
That | ooks very authentic.

FEI
We are out of the french fries.

ETHAN
"Il get nore.

Anni e and Ethan slide out of the booth and wal k away.

ETHAN (cont' d)
Okay, yeah, you're right, sonething
is definitely off about her.

ANNI E
Look, all we have to do is find a way
to break up this sham marri age.

ETHAN
O we could do nothing. That's an
option I'mconfortable wth.

ANNI E
Maybe | can seduce your dad. Just
kidding. I'll think of sonething
el se.

ETHAN
VWhat ? No -

ANNI E
Gotta go, see you after work, |ove
you, bye.

Anni e pecks Ethan on the lips and leaves in a flurry.

END OF ACT ONE




ACT _TWO

I NT. SOUNDSTAGE - LIVING ROOM SET - DAY

Jerry and Eve sl ow dance together in the |living room set.

EVE
I could dance in your arns forever,
darli ng.

JERRY

What if you did?

Suddenly, he PLUNGES A SYRINGE into her neck!! Eve's eyes
flutter in shock and betrayal before she goes down.

Anni e wat ches at a nonitor off stage.

ANNI E
Cut !

She turns to the WRI TER next to her.

ANNI E (cont' d)
| felt good about that. You feel good
about that?

VRI TER
(shrugs)
It's season twel ve.

ANNI E
That's a wrap!

Anni e packs up her bags and whi ps out her cell phone as s
wal ks out the door.

EXT. SOUNDSTAGE - DAY
Annie sits in a golf cart, her phone to her ear.

ANNI E
So Jerry was pl ayi ng everyone and now
Eve's sexy twin is going to have to
save her fromhis evil clutches.

We | NTERCUT or sonetinmes SPLIT- SCREEN i n fun ways.

16.

he
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I NT. DARCY' S OFFI CE - DAY
Darcy online shops for pantsuits (she's a | awer).

DARCY
Whaaaaat, you have to get ne a set
visit when you tape the season
finale. Speaking of plot twsts, Fei
is clearly a gol ddi gger and we need
to save Dad from hinself, yeah?

ANNI E
Definitely.

I NT. ROSE' S BEDROOM - DAY
Rose does yoga in her bedroomw th her cat.

ROSE
Poor Daddy. | wi sh he hadn't el oped,
we coul d have done sonet hi ng.

INT. TG F KI TCHEN - DAY
Et han organi zes produce.

ETHAN
What exactly could we do, then or
now? They're both grown ups. (beat)
Right? | nmean, | still don't know how
ol d she is.

EXT. SOUNDSTAGE / INT. ANNIE' S CAR - DAY
Anni e hops off the golf cart and gets into her car.

ANNI E
| have an idea. W parent trap them

ROSE
Li ke we turn the parental |ocks on
all their TVs and they get so annoyed
they... break up? | don't get it.

DARCY
What ? No. Parent Trap. It's a novie.
Wth Lindsay Lohan.

ROSE
Oh. Never heard of it.
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ANNI E
" m saying we break them up by
getting your parents back together.

A silent beat on the phone line. Then, at once - Darcy,
Rose, and Ethan all LAUCGH

ETHAN
Mom and Dad haven't tal ked in years.

ROSE
Unl ess you count when she says, "Hi
shithead," every tine she drops ne
of f at his house.

DARCY
You know Mom al nost married sone guy
named Enmett before they net? She
tells that story a | ot whenever Dad
cones up.

ANNI E
So she still has strong feelings
about himafter all this tinme? That's
not not hing. Look, here's nmy pitch,
unl ess anyone has a better plan -

We are WHI SKED I NTO Annie's Ccean's 11-esque plan-in-action.

INT. TG F KITCHEN - DAY

ANNIE (V. Q)
Et han, reach out to your nom about
di nner tonight at eight.

Et han sends a text to his nom

ETHAN (V. Q)
Hey noml Wanna grab di nner?

MOM (V. Q)
Yes! When / where?

ETHAN (V. O.)
Pergoletta at 8pm
I NT. ROBERT' S HOUSE - DAY
ANNIE (V. Q)

Rose, get your dad to show up to the
sane restaurant at the sanme tine.
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Robert receives a text from ROSE

RCSE (V. 0O)
Hey daddy! | have sonet hing inportant
to tell you. D nner? 8pm at
Per gol etta?

ROBERT (V. Q.)
kay.

I NT. | TALI AN RESTAURANT - NI GHT - FANTASY

FANTASY ROBERT and CAROL (50's, blonde, always inmacul ate),
sit at a romantic dinner table together, chatting it up.

ANNIE (V. Q)
You guys never show up, they fal
back in love, and I find a way to get
Fei to see it. She realizes she can't
banboozl e Robert any |onger, the
marriage i s over.

FANTASY FEI arrives with Annie, sees Robert and Carol. She
gi ves an over - exagger at ed shrug, casts off her wedding ring,
and | eaves.

INT. TG F KITCHEN - DAY

Et han |istens, skeptical. Annie's closing argunent:

ANNI E
You' d be surprised how often things
you see in novies work in real life.
Et han si ghs.
ETHAN

Sure. Wiy not. Let's try it.

I NT. ROBERT'S HOUSE - BATHROOM - DAY

Fei pours different mni-bottles of free hotel shampoo into
one big shanmpoo bottle. Fei's phone RINGS. She picks up.

FEI
Hel | o.

ANNI E
Hey, Fei. It's Annie. Ethan's
girlfriend, renenber?
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FEI
How are you?

ANNI E
I'"mfine.

FEI

I"'mglad to hear it.

ANNI E
Right. So | was wondering if you
wanted to hang out. Just us girls.
Get to know each other a little.

FEI

I am goi ng grocery shoppi ng.
ANNI E

Oh. | could hel p?
FEI

kay.
ANNI E

Geat! I'll come pick you up

Fei hangs up. Sniffs the big shanpoo bottle. It's gross. She
carries on anyway.
I NT. ANNI E AND ETHAN S APARTMENT - DAY

Anni e hangs up, triunphant. The plan is a go.

EXT. PERGOLETTA | TALI AN RESTAURANT - NI GHT
Rose and Darcy hang shiftily outside an Italian restaurant.

Robert approaches and the girls duck behind a trellis
i mredi ately. They pop back up as he enters the restaurant.

Rose types up a text to the group thread -
Rose: eagle has | anded. [eagle enpji]

Et han: who?

Rose: dad!

Darcy: code names are not necessary.

Rose: but they're fun.
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Rose: nmomma bear is here! [bear enpji]
Darcy | ooks up as CAROL strides into the restaurant.

ROSE
What do we do now?

DARCY
Spy on them obviously.

EXT. WHOLE FOCDS - N GHT

Anni e and Fei pull into a Wole Foods parking |ot.

I NT. WHOLE FOCDS - N GHT

Fei stands by a waternel on display. She taps waternel ons
with her hand, listening for sonething.

ANNI E
What are you doi ng?

FEI
If they sound holl ow, wornms have
gotten into them

ANNI E
This is a Wiol e Foods, there aren't
worns in the waternel ons.

FEI
That's what they want you to think.

Fei keeps tappi ng wat ernel ons. OTHER CUSTOMVERS notice, a
YOUNG HI PSTER COUPLE starts tapping waternelons too. Annie
flusters. Suddenly, we FLASHBACK TO -

I NT. GROCERY STORE - 1998 - DAY

YOUNG ANNLE in the grocery store with her MOM Annie's nom
t akes the di sposabl e plastic produce bags and tears off a
long Iength of them She stuffs a bunch into her purse.

ANNI E'' S MOM
(in subtitled
Cant onese)
These will be good for the trash cans
in the bathroom Open your backpack
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Young Anni e realizes OTHER CUSTOVERS are watchi ng them They
gi ve Anni e odd | ooks, Annie's nomsmles and waves them off.

ANNIE'S MOM (cont ' d)
Hel | o! How are you? We are fine.

Annie is nortified.
We FLASHBACK TO PRESENT DAY -
Annie smles tightly at the other custoners.
ANNI E
She's not fromhere. And we're not
related. In case you were wondering
t hat .

As Fei continues her hunt for a wornl ess wat ernel on, Anni e
whi ps out her phone and texts the group thread:

Anni e: how s operation parent trap going over there?

I NT. PERGOLETTA | TALI AN RESTAURANT - NI GHT

Robert sits at a table and patiently checks his watch. Carol
is led to a table beside his.

She drinks her water, then | ooks up and sees Robert. Robert
| ooks up just at the sane tine.

ROBERT

Carol. What a coi nci dence.
CARCL

Robert .
ROBERT

["mwaiting on Rose for dinner. Wuld
you like to join us?

CARCL
No, thank you

Carol | ooks around, annoyed and inpatient.
Rose: they've been seated next to each other.
Darcy and Rose watch their parents from behind their nenus,

conspi cuous spies at a table just within earshot, on the
ot her side of a potted plant.
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ROBERT
So you're really just going to sit
t here, one table away, and pretend
"' mnot here.

Carol doesn't answer, holds up her menu pointedly. Darcy and
Rose exchange gl ances. This isn't great.

ROBERT (cont' d)
You don't care that our youngest
daught er m ght be pregnant.

CARCL
Don't be ridicul ous. She has an | UD

ROBERT
She said in her nessage she had
sonmething inportant to tell ne.

CARCL
That she didn't tell me first?

Carol snorts.

ROBERT
It's been five years, Carol. | always
t hought once we got over the sturm
and drang of the divorce, we'd go
back to being... friendly co-parents.

CARCL
How very big of you.

Robert bites back a retort. Instead, a peace offering -

ROBERT
You know, Rose rem nds ne of you
when we first met. Al ways determ ned
to "find yourself". Usually somewhere
in Geece or the Amalfi Coast.

CAROL
There you go. She probably just wants
noney to travel abroad again.

ROBERT
God, you're probably right.

Carol sniffs.



Rose gasps,
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CAROL
You keep indul ging her and she's been
five credits short of graduating for
three senesters now. It's getting
enbar r assi ng.

of fended. Robert sighs.

ROBERT
You're right, of course.

CARCL
O course I'mright.

ROBERT
That's what | just said.

CARCL
What ever .

I NT. WHOLE FOCDS - N GHT

Anni e and Fei browse the frozen foods section.

Fei

chuckl es

FEI
Whol e Foods... nore |ike whole
paycheck!

at her own j oke.

ANNI E
So will you start |ooking for work,
once the immgration paperwork cones
t hr ough?

FEI
Robert says he would like to spoil ne
for a while. And that | should only
do work that fulfills ne.

ANNI E
That sounds ni ce.

FE
Do you find your work fulfilling?

ANNI E
I love ny work.

FEI
And Ethan? He is happy at Td Fri days?
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ANNI E
Ethan is still figuring things out.
It takes nmen | onger.

FEI
He is thirty. You know there is an
anci ent Chi nese saying -

Fei says sonething in Mandarin that kind of rhynes.

FEI (cont'd)
It neans a nman shoul d know what he's
doing with his life by the tine he is
thirty.

ANNI E
That sounds fake, but | don't know
enough Chinese to call you on it.

I NT. PERGOLETTA | TALI AN RESTAURANT - NI GHT

Et han, dressed incognito in sungl asses, a baseball cap, and
a scarf, slips in through the door and sits down at Rose and
Darcy's table.

DARCY
What are you doi ng? You | ook
ridi cul ous.

ETHAN
| didn't want Momor Dad to see ne.

He holds up a nenu in front of his face.

ETHAN (cont' d)
What are they tal ki ng about ?

ROSE
Us.

She jerks her head in the direction of Carol and Robert, who
have now migrated to share the sane table.

CAROL
Et han has such a generous spirit and
he's obvi ously tal ented.

Et han preens at the praise. Darcy and Rose roll their eyes.



CAROL (cont'd)

But he's been with that Annie for so
| ong, and she's just... not what |
had in mnd for him

ROBERT
| know what you nean. | |ove Annie,
but she doesn't push him Maybe she's
too anmbitious for him

CAROL
| always thought he'd do nore than
manage a TA Friday's. He graduated
from busi ness school, for chrissake.

This lands at the table of eavesdroppers.
avoi d eye contact awkwardly.

Darcy and Rose

ROBERT
At | east Darcy turned out fine.
CAROL
We shoul d have stopped after one.
ROBERT
Maybe we'd still be happily marri ed.
CAROL
And Darcy woul d support us in our old
age.
ROBERT
W're not in old age yet. You don't
| ook a day over... what you shoul d.
Carol bristles, charned against her wll.
CAROL
Yes, well. Every year, | hope you'l

get ugly and go bald, and every year
you continue to disappoint ne.

Was that a conplinent? Robert w nks roguishly.

At the kids' table, they exchange | ooks incredul ously.

ROSE
Are they... flirting?

Et han: the parent trap is actually working

Rose: time to initiate phase three!

26.
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I NT. PARKI NG STRUCTURE - NI GHT

Fei

Fei

ANNI E
VWhat tinme is it?

gl ances at her smartwatch.

FEI
This is a very expensive watch from
Robert. It does not tell tinme easily.

hits sone buttons on her watch. |t makes ALERT SOUNDS

FEI' S SMARTWATCH
The tinme is now ei ght-twenty-seven

FEI
It is eight twenty-seven

ANNI E
| totally forgot to eat dinner. Do
you mind if we stop sonewhere?

FEI
If you are paying. OQtherwi se | have
br ead.

INT. ANNIE'S CAR - NI GHT

Anni e drives. Fei holds her groceries.

Fei

FEI
What part of China is your famly
fronf?

ANNI E
Guangzhou.

FEI

So you speak Cantonese?

ANNI E
My parents do. | kind of lost the
| anguage when we noved to America.

studies her critically.
FEI

You nust be a great disappointnent to
t hem
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ANNI E
(def ensi ve)
I"mliving the Anerican dream ny
parents had when they first noved
here. They're proud of ne.

FEI
| think there nust be sadness too. |
woul d be sad if ny daughter abandoned
her cul ture.

This lands on Annie - is Fei right? Qolivious, Fei plugs her
phone into Annie's car. On the speakers, her |anguage audio
tapes start playing. Fei recites along to the English parts.

CAR SPEAKERS FEI
Ni hao ma. Hello. How are Hel | 0. How are you? (beat)
you? Wb hen hao. Ni ne? I'm ["mfine. And you?

fine. And you?

I NT. | TALI AN RESTAURANT - NI GHT
Carol and Robert share a bread plate and a | augh.

ROBERT
| forgot how nice it was to | augh
with you. Were do you think we went
wr ong?

Carol sips her w ne.

CARCL
You' ve al ways enj oyed navel - gazi ng
and | for one have never seen what's
so fascinating about belly-buttons.

ROBERT
"' mnot navel -gazing, |'mself-
reflecting. It's how you learn from
t he past, Carol.

CARCL
If you say so, Robert.

The air is thick with ghosts of past argunents. Mybe this

isn't going so snoothly after all. Annie and Fei arrive.
ANNI E
This is better than TAd Fri days, |
swear .

Just then - Annie and Fei spot Robert and Carol.
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FE
That is Carol. Robert's first w fe.

ANNI E
What a conpl ete random coi nci dence.

Fei frowns. Robert | ooks up.

ROBERT
Fei ? Petal, what are you doi ng here?

Carol registers "petal”, whips her head around at Annie and
Fei. She spies the giant sparkling ring on Fei's hand. Wi ps
back around, pins Robert with a piercing stare.

CARCL
Robert, you idiot, what did you do?

END OF ACT TWO
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ACT THREE

I NT. | TALI AN RESTAURANT - NI GHT

Back to our tableau: Annie, Fei, Robert, and Carol.

ROBERT
Fei. This is Carol. Carol, this is ny
wife.

FEI

(rushing through it
Hel | o. How are you? |I'mfine, and
you?

She realizes she nessed it up. Panics. Doubl es down.

FEI (cont'd)
I"'mglad to hear it.

CARCL
You nmarried one of Annie's friends?
That's sick, Robert.

ANNI E
She's not one of ny friends.
ROBERT
This has nothing to do with Annie.
Fei and | net abroad. W fell in |ove

and el oped.
Carol stares at Robert, disgust grow ng.

CAROL
Is this why you have sal on-fresh
hai r? For chrissake, Robert, she
| ooks sixteen. You pervert.

ROBERT
She's thirty, and you know what -

Robert and Carol turn on each other, taking out decades of
marital baggage on each other.

FEI
Excuse ne. | will go wait in the car.

She | eaves. Anni e catches sight of Ethan. Ethan gives her a
"What's goi ng on?" |ook. Annie shrugs back, and chases after
Fei out the door.
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Et han, Rose, and Darcy exchange | ooks and stand up - their
parents are still m d-argunent.

CARCL
- | should have married Emmett.

ROBERT
|. Wsh. You. Had.

Carol SLAPS Robert. Ethan clears his throat. They turn.

ETHAN
Mom Dad. Hi. Can we join you for
di nner?

INT. ANNIE'S CAR - N GHT
Annie and Fei drive in silence. Annie glances at Fei.

ANNI E
You shoul dn't take anything Carol
says too personally. |'ve been dating
her son for going on ten years and
she still hasn't accepted ny friend
request on Facebook.

Fei doesn't speak.
ANNI E (cont' d)
So thirty, huh? You have really great
ski n.
Fei | ooks out the w ndow, sees a CH NESE RESTAURANT

FEI
| want to eat here.

ANNI E
ki e dokie, artichokey. Sorry, | get
nervous when people are quiet.

Anni e pulls over.

EXT. CH NESE RESTAURANT - NI GHT

A hole-in-the-wall strip mall Chinese restaurant. Annie and
Fei exit the car. Annie texts Ethan.

Anni e: getting Chinese food up the street!

Anni e gl ances at Fei, who still doesn't talk.
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Annie: Fei went all quiet and m ght nurder ne.

I NT. CHI NESE RESTAURANT - NI GHT
Anni e and Fei at a table. Fei pours tea.

ANNI E
So. How ya doi ng?

Fei sips her tea silently. Shrugs. A CH NESE WAI TER arri ves.

Fei orders her food in RAPID MANDARI N. She gl ances at Anni e,
t hen adds sonething in Mandarin, waves the waiter off.

FEI
| told himto bring you sone things
white people Iike.

Anni e smles unconfortably at this. Fei drops her head.

FEI (cont'd)
(unsubtitled Mandari n)
What am | going to do? |I'mso stupid.

ANNI E
Fei ? What's um .. what's going on?

FEI
Robert. He told nme - "No nore
feelings for ex-wife."” But tonight,
he get so angry. That is not "no
feelings". But | cannot go back to
China to a total loss of face. | wll
not be "Poor Fei, 30-year-old
spinster with dried husk of wonb who
cannot make even her husband | ove
her." And here | have no one.

ANNI E
Whoa.

FEI
(accusi ng)
You said | amnot your friend.

ANNI E
Oh. No, | just didn't want Carol to
think we were friends.

That doesn't sound great out [ oud.



Fei shrugs.

Anni e frowns.

Then:

| NT.

a catastrophic ripple of self-awareness for Annie.

| TALI AN

ANNI E (cont' d)
It's just - she's always wanted Ethan
to neet an All-Anmerican girl-next-
door type. Blonde hair, blue eyes.
And you and | are not that.

FEI
You seemvery "All -Anmerican" to ne.

ANNI E
That' s because you're very Chi na-
Chi nese. No of f ense.

FEI
When you say "Anerican", you mean
"white". What is so bad about being
Chi na- Chi nese?

Ret r eads her words.

ANNI E
Not hing, it's just that... um..

ANNI E (cont' d)
Ohn. Oh no. I'mbeing so racist. |
hat e nysel f.

FEI
That is obvious.

RESTAURANT - NI GHT

Robert and Carol share a table with their kids.

Car ol

snorts.

ROBERT
Well, this has been an unexpected
eveni ng of revel ations.

Rose, Ethan, and Darcy | ook disgruntl ed.

ROSE
["mjust three credits away from
graduating this senmester, for the
record

CARCL
O course, Rosie dear. I'msure this
time it'll take.
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ETHAN
Way didn't you say sonethi ng sooner,
if you were disappointed | was still
working at a TA Friday' s?

Robert and Carol exchange | ooks.

CARCL ROBERT

W' re not di sappoi nt ed. W' re very proud, son.

ETHAN
Maybe if you guys weren't so
supportive of my nediocrity, | would
have turned out nore like Annie -
who, for the record, is not too
anbi tious for me, which you woul d
know i f you'd ever seen our couples’
Hal | oween cost unes.

ROSE
It's true, they conmmt.

ROBERT
Et han, you're a grown adult, stop
bl am ng your parents for your lot in
l[ife. If you re unhappy, be a man and
change t hi ngs.

ETHAN
I will. I have long-term pl ans.

CAROL
(i ndul gent)
O course you do.

Et han frowns, thinking. He's on the cusp of a Realization

when Darcy suddenly bursts out -

DARCY
I have HPV and it m ght be cancerous!

Everyone turns to her.

DARCY (cont' d)
You guys never worry about ne and
maybe you should. | could die.

CARCL
Vell, don't.
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I NT. CHI NESE

Anni e and Fei

35.

RESTAURANT - NI GHT
sit before a spread of Sichuan cui sine.

FEI
In China, we do not stay friends when
we break up. Robert tells ne he is
the sane here with his ex-wife. He
say, "She will not be part of our

lives together." "Ckay", | say. But
tonight - she is there. He is telling
me lies. | cannot trust him
ANNI E

Sure, but... they have three kids
together. She's going to be around
somet i nes.

Anni e ni bbles a beef scallion roll. Her eyes w den.

Anni e bl i nks.

ANNI E (cont' d)
I've never |iked Chinese food this
much bef ore.

FEI
Because you do not know what to
order. (beat, resolved) | will wait
until | have ny green card and | can
work, then | wll |leave him

Fei is kind of scary.

ANNI E
That's, uh... did you just decide
t hat right now?

FEI
Maybe I will not |eave himright
away. Maybe | will wait and see.

Anni e | ooks at the food. Attenpts to de-escal ate.

ANNI E
You're so funny! W should do this
nore often. Chinese food dates. |
could |l earn howto stop being a self-
hating Asian through the power of
food. And you could... vent to ne
about Robert.

FE
| am very busy.



ANNI E
| thought you didn't have a job yet.

FEI
I do not have nmuch tinme for people
who do not |ike ne.

ANNI E
| don't dislike you. I just think you
m ght be an opportunist. Forget |
said that. We could be friends.

FEI
What do | get out of it?

Anni e casts around for ideas. She | ooks up at a TV in the
corner - it's playing a weddi ng epi sode of "Friends".

ANNI E
| could help you plan a weddi ng.

FEI
| am already marri ed.

ANNI E
You el oped. If you want Ethan's
famly to really accept you and
cenment your place over his ex-wife
Carol - a weddi ng woul d hel p.

Fei considers this. The door suddenly BURSTS OPEN - Ethan
enters, a gleamof excitenent in his eyes.

ETHAN
Annie!l I'"mready to start the next
chapter of ny life, and | want you to
be a part of it.

He takes her hand, pulls her up - romantic nusic swells.

ETHAN (cont' d)
Let's buy a food truck.

ANNI E
Ch.

FEI
| thought he was going to propose.

36.

Et han and Annie turn to | ook at her, then each other. VWere

does this leave us now? Of their faces..

END OF ACT THREE
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TAG

I NT. COLLEGE DORM ROOM - NI GHT - 2009
Anni e and Et han make out in his dorm bed.
ANNI E
Tell me what you' d eat at
Thanksgi vi ng.

This is their weird forepl ay.

ETHAN
Tur key. . .
ANNI E
Yeah. ..
ETHAN
Stuffing..
ANNI E
Mm | love it...
ETHAN
Cheese grits and corn...
ANNI E
Gits...
ETHAN
Cracked pepper dinner rolls...
ANNI E
| bet you buttered those rolls,
didn't you?
ETHAN
Uh- huh. ..

Above them Ethan's ROOMVATE, STEVE, 18, gl asses, is w de-
awake and deeply disturbed in the bunk bed.

ANNI E
(orgasm cal |l y)
Tell me about your sweet potato
casserol e!

ETHAN
We baked it in pyrex!

END OF SHOW




