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FADE I N

I NT. JOSEPH S HOUSE - NI GHT
Joseph’s (m d-30"s) eyes wi den and bul ge.
He eyes a small piece of paper.

JOSEPH
| won. | won? | VAON

CUT TGO

Joseph, a nediumbuilt man with a youthful joy on his face
and maturity in his eyes, sits at a small table with his
daughters JENNY (12), who is nature beyond her years and
LUCY (9) his blonde haired blue eyed sweet as candy youngest
daughter. The board gane "Clue" is on the table in md-play.
Joseph is holding up his C ue sheet.

JENNY
Agai n! ? Ergh.

LUCY
Let’ s play again!

JOSEPH
It's tinme for bed.

LUCY
Ahh. .

Jenny begins to fold up the board. Lucy is reluctant, but
pi cks up the various pieces.

The girls wal k down their hone’ s hall way.

LUCY’ S BEDROOM
Joseph joins Lucy in her room

Lucy is looking at a picture of her nromin an arts and craft
homemade frame, one that used plenty of glitter. It is clear
the woman in the picture is the biological nother of the two
girls based upon physical simlarities.

Lucy kisses the frame then sets it down.

LUCY
Good ni ght nmomy.

Lucy gets in to her bed, Joseph leans in to tuck her in. He

notices a piece of glitter has made a hone for itself on her
forehead, he brushes it off with his thunb.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 2.

JOSEPH
You got a little glitter on your
head.

Lucy tries to |l ook up with her eyes, as if she could see her
own forehead. The she returns her gaze to her dad.

LUCY
Daddy?
JOSEPH
Yes?
LUCY
How cone you didn’t eat dinner with
us agai n?
JOSEPH

[’Il eat the | eftovers.

LUCY
But we didn’t have any | eftover.

Joseph pats his fit belly in jest.

JOSEPH
" m bi g enough, you' re the one
gr owi ng.

LUCY

Daddy, when are we going to see
Aunt Anni e agai n.

Joseph’s smle fades, but he fakes through and brings it
back.

JOSEPH
Soon honey.

LUCY
You told ne when Jenny and | fight
we shoul d al ways renenber, famly
first.
She ends her statenment with a re-affirmng nod.
Joseph gives her a sinple nod back, at a | oss for words.

Lucy grabs Joseph by the sides of his face.

LUCY
And Daddy, | love you and you're
going to do great in your job

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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LUCY (cont’d)
interview tonorrow. Renenber what
you tell me, if it’s neant to be,
it be.

She punctuates this with a reassuring over-exaggerated nod
of her head, then |lets go.

Joseph | ooks at her for a nonment then replies.

JOSEPH
Thanks honey. And you're going to
do great on your spelling test.

LUCY
Let’s not get ahead of ourselves.
One thing at a tine.

JOSEPH
Ckay, now go to sleep
LUCY
Ckay Daddy!

Joseph finishes tucking her in, then gets up and wal ks out.

He approaches Jenny’s door and gives it a slight tap then
begins to open it.

JENNY (O S.)
(shreaki ng)
Dad! I’ m changi ng!
Joseph stops, then yells through the door.

JOSEPH
Sorry! Just wanted to tuck you in.

JENNY (O S.)
| keep telling you, I"'mtoo old for
tucking in dad. Goodni ght.

Joseph hangs his head, a little smrk crosses his face.

| NT. M LI TARY BUNK ROOM AFGHANI STAN - NI GHT ( FLASHBACK)
A four year younger Joseph is lying in bed fast asleep.

CORPORAL (O S.)
Sarge. Sarge. Sarge!

Joseph wakes with wi de and confused eyes. He turns to | ook
at the man who woke him

( CONTI NUED)
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A skinny CORPORAL (19) stands in his Air Force dessert cano
wor kK wear, panic spread over his face.

CORPORAL
Sarge, they said they need you at
M DOB-7 now. They have a drone up
hot and | oaded and the controls
went haywire, they need you now

JOSEPH
Okay. Now cal m down Cor por al

(he smles reassuringly)
We got this.

I NT. JOSEPH S HOUSE - N GHT (PRESENT DAY)

BEDROOM

Joseph wakes from his dream confused and anxi ous. He takes
in a deep breath upon realization of where he is, and that
he’ s safe.

I NT. JOSEPH S HOUSE - DAY

Joseph is ready for his job interview. He conpletes the knot
in his tie then stares at hinself in the mrror.

JOSEPH
First good interviewin three
nont hs, don’t screw this up.
(he takes in a deep breath)

If it’s neant to be, it’' Il be.
He continues to stare, still trying to convince hinself of
hi s own words.
EXT. JOSEPH S HOUSE - DAY
Joseph picks flowers fromhis front yard.
He wal ks back towards his front door.

As he approaches the door he notices a final warning
evi ction notice hanging on the door.

He yanks the notice down.
| NSERT - EVI CTI ON NOTI CE
15 day eviction warning for Joseph Feli x.

BACK TO JOSEPH

( CONTI NUED)
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Joseph wal ks back i nsi de.

JOSEPH (O . S.)
Come on girls, tinme for school.

EXT. ELEMENTARY SCHOOL - DAY

Joseph sits in his idling car in the drop off area at his
daughters’ school. Jenny and Lucy get out of the clunker car
Joseph is driving themin.

JOSEPH
Love you girls.

JENNY AND LUCY
Love you too.

Joseph drives away.
Jenny and Lucy wal k towards the school.

SCHOOL YARD
KATI E(13), the obvious daughter of a well-to-do nom
approaches them

KATI E
Your dad found a job yet?

JENNY
Shut -up Kati e!

KATI E
(faked innocence)
Just aski ng.

I NT. OFFI CE - DAY

| NTERVI EW NG MANAGER (40’ s) is dressed in a basic

of f-the-rack JC Penney suit, sits behind an average desk in
an average office. He closes a manila folder he has in front
of himand sets it down on the desk.

Joseph i s anxi ous.

| NTERVI EW NG MANAGER
Vll, Joe, | think you have a great
resunme, but we need soneone with a
bit nore recent progranmmi ng
experience. You being out for over
two years, | just don’t think...

( CONTI NUED)
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JOSEPH
(interrupting but with
confi dence)

"1l catch-on real quick.

| NTERVI EW NG MANAGER
Sorry M. Felix, but I just don't
have the resources to bring anyone
on who’'s not ready to hit the
ground runni ng.

The Interview ng Manager stands and begins to, in a somewhat
rude fashion, escort Joseph out the office.

| NTERVI EW NG MANAGER ( CONT’ D)
If you find sonething el se and get
your programmng skills up to date
and nore non-mlitary focused, then
cone back and see ne. Ckay, thanks
for comng in.

I NT. JOSEPH S CAR - DAY

Joseph sits in his car, his mx of enotions |eaving himnunb
and visibly disconnected. He I ooks up in to the rear-view
mrror and discovers he has a piece of glitter on his
forehead, he renoves it with his thunb.

He | ooks down in the seat next to him and notices the
fl owers he picked earlier.

EXT. CEMETERY - DAY
Joseph drives through the nmain gates.

Joseph kneels at the grave of his wife. He places the
fl owers he picked earlier down on her grave.

JOSEPH

(to the headstone/ grave)
Well, | haven’t found a job yet. |
had an interview today, but they
said |I’ve been out of I.T. for too
long... that | couldn’'t keep up.
That nmy two years of taking care of
my dying wife put nme behind. Screw
them Don’t worry, 1’1l find
something. | will provide for our
girls. Speaking of the girls...
they're... still wonderful and
beauti ful and, they sure mss their
not her. We all do.



| NT. COFFEE SHOP - DAY

Joseph trudges in and begins | ooking around. He spots the
man he is there to neet, his best friend KURT (30's), an

average built man who' s causal business attire nmakes him
| ook ol der than he is.

Kurt waves Joseph over to the Iine where he is al nost next
to be served.

KURT

Hey, so, we cel ebrating?
JOSEPH

No.
KURT

What happened?

JOSEPH
Sanme story. Been out too |ong.
These young guys strai ght out of
col | ege have passed ne up.

KURT
How do they not appreciate that you
were taking care of your termnally
il wife?

(starting to raise his voice)

| nean, the wonman was dyi ng of
cancer, what the hell are you
supposed to do?

Joseph | ooks around, enbarrassed at his friends voi ce and
attitude escal ation.

JOSEPH
It is what it is. Sonething wll
cone up. At least | sparkled.

The customer in front of Kurt and Joseph wal ks away. The
BARI STA (19), a young di sconnected | ooki ng woman, | ooks
t owar ds t hem

BARI STA
Next .

Kurt | ooks toward the Barista then back to Joseph.

KURT
What cha havi ng?

Joseph, his wallet in hand, | ooks inside and discovers a
single crunply ten-dollar bill.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 8.

JOSEPH
Um ..

He closes his wallet and puts it back in his pocket.

JOSEPH ( CONT’ D)
| * m good.

KURT
| got you.

Joseph | ooks enbarrassed, but appreciative.

JOSEPH
Thanks.

CUT TO
Joseph and Kurt sit down at a table in the coffee shop.
They each begin to sip their coffee.
Kurt | ooks to Joseph.

KURT
| got you a present.

Joseph | ooks confused.

J OSEPH
What ?

Kurt pulls a lottery scratcher out fromhis pocket.
He slides it across the table.
KURT

It's called "Second Chance."
t hought it was perfect.

JOSEPH

You didn’t have to do that.
KURT

It was a buck. | figured, wth

everyt hing you ve been through,
it’d be alittle fun to play a gane
on nme.

(he reaches in his pocket)
Here’s a dinme, scratch it.

Joseph takes the dinme and begins to scratch the ticket.

Joseph’ s eyes open wide in excitenent.

( CONTI NUED)
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JOSEPH
| won. | won!

The ot her patrons of the coffee shop | ook at Joseph in a
m xture of irritation and curiosity.

KURT
Real | y? How nmuch?

Joseph turns the ticket towards Kurt.

JOSEPH
$100

Kurt is surprised and nods his head in approval.

KURT
Ni ce.

JOSEPH
(genui ne happi ness)
Hey, this is the best luck |I’ve had
in awhil e.
(looking at his friend in
appr eci ati on)
Thanks buddy.

KURT

You're wel cone, and now next tine,
you’ re buying the coffee.

EXT. ELEMENTARY SCHOCL - DAY

Jenny and Lucy are outside, waiting for their Dad in the
pi ckup zone.

As they stand and wait as their friends get picked up by
t heir not hers.

Lucy’ s normal bubbly deneanor is replaced by avoi dance,
staring at her shoes. Jenny stares ahead at not hi ng.

Joseph pulls up to the student pick-up. He rolls down the
Wi ndow.

JOSEPH
Conme on girls!

They are slowto react, then walk to the car.



10.

I NT. JOSEPH S CAR - DAY

Jenny and Lucy are in the backseat, each | ook out their
w ndow, neither of them speak.

Joseph | ooks at themin the rear view mrror, concerned.

JOSEPH
How was school girls?

Nei t her responds.

JOSEPH ( CONT’ D)
Huh?

Jenny nmakes eye contact through the mrror, then turns her
head back away.

JENNY
Fi ne.

Lucy turns and | ooks at her dad.

LUCY
Daddy?

Joseph neets her eyes in the rear view nmirror

JOSEPH
Yes honey?

Lucy’' s eyes start to well up. She | ooks down.

LUCY
| mss nmomy.

Joseph’s eyes are still on Lucy via the rear view mrror. He
| ooks forward and rmakes a deci sion.

JOSEPH
Wo's up for a little fun tonight?

I NT. KIDS FUN LAND - DAY

Joseph and the girls walk into Kids Fun Land (think John's
I ncredi ble Pizza). A Chuck-e-Cheese on super steroids that
is well populated with those in the age ranges Jenny and
Lucy are.

The smles on the girls faces tell Joseph everything he
needed to know, this is what they needed.



11.

MONTAGE - JOSEPH AND THE G RLS ENJOY KI DS FUN LAND

-- Playing video ganes.

-- Riding indoor roller coaster.

-- Sitting and eating; the girls eat, Joseph does not.
-- Playing a ticket gane, and w nning.

-- Turning in tickets and wal king away with pri zes.

EXT. KIDS FUN LAND - DAY

The joy filled Felix famly walk to their car, arns full of
wort hl ess pri zes.

I NT. JOSEPH S HOUSE - DAY

BEDROOM
An al arm goes off. Joseph stirs.

KI TCHEN
Joseph, groggy, walks in to the famly kitchen. It’s not
much, but it’s theirs.

He begins to prepare breakfast for his daughters.

LI VI NG ROOM

Lucy is sitting in her pajamas watching TV on a set that was
probably produced in the 80's. A newscast plays.

The newscast describes the current record setting Super Mega
Lotto nunbers.

Kl TCHEN

Jenny cones in to the kitchen with her backpack on, ready
for school.

Joseph pulls out a single Poptart from an al ready open
package of two in the box, frustrated, he discovers this is
the only one.

Lucy wal ks in.

Joseph splits the Poptart and gi ves each daughter one hal f.

He notices their disappointnent.

( CONTI NUED)
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JOSEPH
W'l stop by the store on the way
home and get sone cereal

JENNY
What about | unch?

JOSEPH
W'l get sone stuff for |unches
t 0o.

LUCY

(i nnocent)
But what about |unch today?

JOSEPH
(sheepi sh)
Tell the lunch | ady you forgot cash
today. They can't let you starve,

right?

JENNY
Ms. Clayton said we can’t do that
anynore.

JOSEPH
Just do it please. W need to get
goi ng, | have another job interview
t oday.

JENNY
Good.

EXT. ELEMENTARY SCHOCL - DAY

Joseph, Jenny and Lucy arrive at their school. The girls get
out and begin to wal k away.

JOSEPH
Love you girls!

Lucy turns around with a big smle on her face.

LUCY
Love you daddy! Good | uck on your
job interview

Jenny notices that Katie is watching and heard what Lucy
just said. Jenny’s face becones flush. Nowhere to hide, she
shrinks her body | anguage as if to hide in plain site.



13.

EXT. NEWSPAPER OFFI CE - DAY

Joseph arrives at the office for the Sacramento Bee
newspaper.

EXT. ELEMENTARY SCHOOL - DAY

Jenny exits the girls bathroomwhen she is approached by
Katie and sone of Katie s friends.

Jenny tries to pass them but they cut her off.

KATI E
Dad still a hobo?

JENNY
He's not a hobo.

KATI E
He hasn’'t worked in years. Sounds
like a hobo to ne.

Katie's friends agree with her.

JENNY
Leave nme al one.

| NT. NEWSPAPER OFFI CE - DAY

Joseph wal ks up to the reception desk where the BEE
RECEPTI ONI ST (30’ s), dressed in casual business attire,
greets him

BEE RECEPTI ONI ST
Good norning. How can | help you?

JOSEPH
Good norning. | have a 9:10 with
Ted Fornt on.

The receptionist is confused.

BEE RECEPTI ONI ST
Ted Fornton?

Joseph nods, noticing her confusion, anxiety now creeping
onto his.

BEE RECEPTI ONI ST ( CONT’ D)
Regar di ng?

( CONTI NUED)
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JOSEPH
An enpl oynent interview?

The receptionist’s confusion remains.

BEE RECEPTI ONI ST
Just you, or is soneone with you?

JOSEPH
Just ne.

BEE RECEPTI ONI ST
Huh. Okay, I'Il et himknow you' re
here. Go ahead and have a seat with
t he ot her applicants.

Joseph turns and goes to sit down.

He notices the other applicants also sitting. Al of them
t eenage boys.

Joseph is confused.

The BOY (14) closest to him dressed in what appears to be a
Boy Scout |ike uniform nmakes eye contact. Al so confused as
well as a little intimted and worried, the boy decides to

i nqui re of Joseph.

BOY
So, what route are you applying
for?

Joseph’s face and body | anguage fail to hide his interna
realization and aggravation that this interviewisn't for
what he thought it was.

EXT. JOSEPH S HOUSE - DAY

Joseph goes to pull in to his driveway when he realizes
there is another car where his would normal |y go.

Realizing it’s his nother’s-in-law car he closes his eyes
for a brief nonent to reset, his knuckles turn white as he
grips the steering wheel.

CLAIRE (50's)-- a woman who isn't afraid to show she is of
sone nmeans with her attire, or to try and hide her age with
cosnetics -- stands at Joseph’s front door with her arns
crossed and her foot tapping with inpatience.

Joseph parks his car on the street.

He gets out and conposes hinself before greeting Caire.

( CONTI NUED)
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JOSEPH
Hello Caire. To what. ..

CLAI RE
(cutting Joseph off)
Did you get a job?

Joseph stops and takes in a deep breath.
Bef ore Joseph can respond, O aire turns sonewhat.

CLAI RE ( CONT’ D)
Didn't think so.

Joseph tightens his eyes closed and cal ns hinsel f.

CLAI RE ( CONT’ D)
Well, are you going to let ne in?

| NT. ELEMENTARY SCHOOL - DAY

CAFETERI A
Jenny stands with a tray of food, facing the cashier waiting
for payment. Jenny throws her tray down.

JENNY
(a m xture of screanm ng and

crying)
Fine! 1’mnot even hungry!

She runs away.

EXT. ELEMENTARY SCHOCL - DAY

SCHOOL YARD

Jenny is scrunched al one, hidden in the shadows between two
bui l di ngs, seated in the fetal position, her knees pulled in
cl ose to her sobbing face.

| NT. JOSEPH S HOUSE - DAY
DI NIl NG ROOM
Claire sits dowmn at the small four seat dining table. She

brushes off non-existent dirt.

JOSEPH
Can | get you sonmething Claire?

( CONTI NUED)
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CLAI RE
A hot cup of tea would be nice.
(she pauses)
| f you have it.

Joseph goes to the kitchen as if to |look for tea, even
t hough he already knows he doesn’t have any.

He | ooks through the enpty cupboards, as if there were itens
to | ook through.

Claire can see glinpses of the bare cupboards, enough to
make it clear this house | acks in food.

Di sappoi nt nent spreads across Claire’ s face.
Joseph turns and sees the scow .

JOSEPH
Sorry, don’t seemto have any.

Cl aire GRUNTS a di sapprovi ng sound.

CLAI RE
| see you don’t have nuch of
anyt hing. Including food for ny
gr andchi | dr en.

JOSEPH
The girls are doing just fine.

CLAI RE
Bef ore ny daughter passed, she
woul d al ways ensure there was
enough for the girls.

JOSEPH
Since ny wife died, things have
been difficult, but we'll mke it
t hr ough.

CLAI RE
Well, | hear the tab at the school

for their lunches is past overdue
and i s now bordering on
ridiculously |ate.

JOSEPH
How do you know. ..

CLAI RE
And that Jenny wasn’t able to go on
her class field trip because it
wasn’'t paid for

( CONTI NUED)
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JOSEPH
If you're offering to help, |
appreciate that Caire.

CLAI RE
| " m suggesting the girls conme live
with ne.

Joseph is frozen for a nonment in shock

J OSEPH
VWhat ?!

CLAI RE
They need a nore stable financial
situation Joseph. And, they're
young girls, they need a wonan.

JOSEPH
They need their father!

CLAlI RE
They need food, a hone, security.

Claire rises and heads to the door.
Joseph stews.

LI VI NG ROOM
Claire opens the door then turns and | ooks at Joseph.

CLAI RE ( CONT' D)
| can provide for thembetter than
you can, it’s that sinple, and if
you | oved them you d accept that.
Before he can react, his cell phone rings.

He takes it out of his pocket and notices the caller IDis
that of his daughters’ school.

He answers it. Caire waits to exit so she may eavesdrop.
JOSEPH
Joseph Felix. Wait, Jenny? She did
what ?
Claire looks on with a "see | told you so" | ook.

She turns and wal ks out wi thout giving Joseph a nonment to
respond.
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| NT. ELEMENTARY SCHOOL - NI GHT

GYMNASI UM
A vol l eyball flies through the air.

The vol l eyball is bunped up by a pl ayer.
It’s bunped by anot her.
It’s spi ked over the net by Jenny.

Joseph stands up in excitenent. He is surrounded by dozens
of other parents, friends and siblings of the players.

JOSEPH
Ni ce one Jenny!

He appl auds her effort |oud and proud.

Jenny | ooks at her dad. She rolls her eyes, enbarrassed by
how over-the-top he is in his excitenent.

She turns away to get ready for the next play, a smle
sneaks on her face.

More vol | eybal | action ensues.

EXT. ELEMENTARY SCHOOL - N GHT

Joseph, Jenny and Lucy wal k out fromthe school gymasi um
Jenny is dressed in a volleyball jersey, Lucy in norm
school cl ot hes.

JENNY
Did you see that | ast serve?

JOSEPH
You know | did!

LUCY
She was all 1like..
(acts out in, over-dramatic
chi | dhood fashi on, serving the
bal 1)
...up and boom

Joseph’ s happy expression changes.

JOSEPH
Jenny, we need to tal k about--

She knows what he’s going to say, and doesn’t want to hear
it, so she cuts himoff.

( CONTI NUED)
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JENNY
Did you go to the grocery store?

Joseph sl ows his pace.
JOSEPH

| had that interview then net with
Uncl e Kurt, so no tine today.

JENNY
Can we go now?

JOSEPH
Not tonight I|ove.

JENNY
But we don’t have anything for
br eakf ast .

JOSEPH
|11 get sonething tonorrow |
think we still have sone cerea
left.

JENNY

VWhat about | unches?

Jenny’ s deneanor and tone turn from accusatory to shaneful,
avoi di ng eye contact.

JENNY ( CONT’ D)
| had to prom se we’'d bring our own
| unches t onorrow.
Joseph stops wal king and just | ooks at his children, his
face no longer able to hide the shane.
I NT. VIC S SUPERVMARKET CGROCERY STORE - N GHT
Joseph and his girls are wal king down the cereal aisle.
Joseph’ s phone rings. Caller ID says it’s his Uncle Fred.
JOSEPH
Grls, keep looking, | need to take

The girls do as asked, Joseph answers his phone.

JOSEPH ( CONT' D)
Hey, thanks for calling me back.

| NTERCUT - VIC S CGROCERY STORE/ FRED' S CAR LOT

( CONTI NUED)
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UNCLE FRED (Il ate 50’ s)-- overweight, cheap in appearance and
deficient of enpathy -- sits in his office at his used car
lot, an office that | ooks as cheap and worthl ess as the man
who occupies it.

FRED
You said it was urgent. \Wat do you
need ki d?

JOSEPH

| know you said you weren’t able to
help last time, but I'mreally,
really at the end here. | don’t
even have enough- -

FRED
(interrupting)
Kid, I told you, I don’t have it.
Thi ngs have been sl ow.

A used car lot with busy activity is shown behind him

JOSEPH
At this point, twenty to forty
woul d hel p. Anyt hi ng.

FRED
Twenty to forty dollars?

Fred | ooks at the phone in slight disgust.

FRED ( CONT' D)
| just don’t have it kid, but

listen, things turn around I'll see
what | can do. Ckay, talk to you
| at er.

Fred hangs up before Joseph has time to respond.
Lucy cones around the corner with a cereal box in her hand.

LUCY
How d he becone a Captain?

Joseph sm | es.
JOSEPH
It was mutiny, he threwthe old
Capt ai n, Captain Soggy, overboard.

Lucy shrugs in acceptance.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 21.

LUCY
How d your job interview go dad?

JOSEPH
It wasn't the right fit honey. Now
put that back.

Lucy | ooks at her dad then at the cereal box, noving her
pursed lips to one side to contenpl ate.

She puts the cereal back.
They begin to all together wal k down anot her ai sl e.

LUCY
Daddy, why can’t we get the cerea
with the sailor on it?

JOSEPH
It’s too expensive honey.

JENNY
He neans we’re too poor.

JOSEPH
Jenny, you’'re in enough trouble as
it is, do not push ne.

JENNY
VWhat'd | do?

JOSEPH
Your principal called ne today. One
of the reasons | have | ess noney is
because I now have to pay for six
school |unches, |unches spilled not
eaten, and uniformcleaning. You' re
| ucky you aren’t suspended.

JENNY
Maybe if you hadn’t spent all our
noney | ast night at Kid's Fun Land
we’ d have had noney for |unch
t oday.

JOSEPH
Seriously? You' re blamng nme for
taki ng you guys out for an evening
of fun as why you acted out today?

JENNY
VWhat ever .

Jenny wal ks off to another aisle in a huff.

( CONTI NUED)
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Lucy shrugs with indifference and starts to wal k away t oo.

FRONT OF STORE

Joseph and the girls get in line. There is a heavy-set NAN

I N LI NE ahead of themwith a | arge order and appears to
easily be able to afford it. He is being hel ped by a CASH ER
(40’s) who is trying to be cheerful.

CASHI ER
Have you gotten your ticket for the
Super Mega Lotto?

MAN | N LI NE
(slight chuckle)
| wouldn’t know what to do with
$500 million.

CASHI ER
Oh, it’s up to over $600 mllion
now. Only a few mnutes left.

MAN | N LI NE
Maybe next ti ne.

Joseph | ooks on with increasing interest.

The cashier finishes up the order. She hands the man his
receipt.

MAN | N LI NE

Thanks. Did you get your ticket?
CASHI ER

| sure did.

Joseph | ooks over to the lottery machine at the front of the
store.

MAN | N LI NE
Well, if | see you next time, |
guess that neans you didn’'t w n.

CASHI ER
Ri ght ? Okay, you have a nice day.

Joseph | ooks down at his cash in his hand, the sane single
crunpl ed $10 bill

MAN | N LI NE
You too. Good | uck.

Joseph and his girls approach.
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JOSEPH
| just realized | forgot ny debit
card, and | don't want to m ss
getting ny lottery tickets, would
you m nd hol di ng these for ne?
W'l be right back.

CASHI ER
Better hurry, only a few m nutes
| eft before the cut-off at 7.

LUCY
(in protest)
But daddy. ..
JOSEPH

Shhh.. it’Il be okay. Cone on,
let’s go play a gane.

Joseph wal ks away fromthe cashier and walks his girls to
the lotto machi ne.

Joseph starts to use the machine to the protest of his
daught ers.

JENNY
Dad, you promn sed.

JOSEPH
| know, but, |’ve got a good
feeling.

JENNY

(under her breath)
You don’t even have a debit card.

Joseph tries to hurry through the screens.

JOSEPH
(to Jenny)
Here, push your birthday.
(to Lucy)
You too. kay, and mne... and

nmommy’ s favorite nunber for the
mega nunber. And, then nine quick
pi cks, and... there we go.

He puts his $10 bill in the auto feeder. It kicks it back
out. He tries again, no success.

Joseph works to straighten the bill then tries again.

It is again spit out.
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He | ooks at the wall clock.
The anal og cl ock reads |l ess than a mnute until 7pm

Joseph begins a slight panic. He tries once again and it is
again spit out.

H s pani c escal at es.
The noney goes in.
The ticket prints.
Joseph takes the ticket out and examnes it in short order.
| NSERT - LOTTERY Tl CKET
The tine on the ticket states "6:59pnt.
BACK TO JOSEPH
JOSEPH
W nade it.

I NT. JOSEPH S HOUSE - NI GHT

LI VI NG ROOM
Jenny wal ks in the front door throw ng her backpack down.
JENNY
So what are we supposed to have for

di nner?
Joseph is next through the door, followed by Lucy.

JOSEPH
"1l fix something up, just calm
down.

JENNY
Better not be nore of those stupid
beef noodl es.

Jenny wal ks away in a huff.

Lucy just wal ks up to Joseph and hugs hi m best she can
W t hout standi ng on her toes.

LUCY

| " m okay with whatever daddy. Love
you.
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She rel eases her love grip then skips away with a spring in
her step.

Kl TCHEN
Joseph wal ks in and opens a cabi net. Packages of beef
noodl es are staring back at him

I NT. JOSEPH S HOUSE - DAY (NEXT MORNI NG)

BEDROOM
The al arm cl ock next to Joseph’s bed ticks from 6:29amto
6: 30 and goes off.

Joseph is less than thrill ed.

LI VI NG ROOM
Joseph wal ks in a zonbie |like trance. Wal king past the TV he
turns it on to "Good Day Sacranento.”

Kl TCHEN

Joseph continues his walk to a cabinet. He grabs an enpty
box of Poptarts. He feels the enpty box and renenbers he is
out. He comes out of his trance, frustrated and enbarrassed
once nore.

LI VI NG ROOM
Lucy wal ks down the hall towards the living room She’'s
dressed very cute and ready for school, backpack and all.

Kl TCHEN
Joseph is trying to find sonething else in the kitchen when
he hears Lucy in the living room
LUCY (O S.)
It’s my birthday.
JOSEPH
(talking to the enpty
cabi net s)
Your birthday isn’'t until April
| ove.
LI VI NG ROOM

Lucy points to the TV.

LUCY
And Jenny’s birthday too!

Joseph is confused and wal ks to Lucy to discover what she’'s
tal ki ng about.
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LUCY
And your birthday too daddy, and
nmonmy’ s favorite nunber.

ON TV SET
The TV screen/ broadcast shows the winning |ottery nunbers
fromthe night before.

NEWS ANCHOR 1
At $657 million dollars this is the
| argest single winner jackpot in US
hi story.

NEWS ANCHOR 2
And the winning ticket bought right
here in the Sacranento area at
Vi c's Supermarket of Fol som

LI VI NG ROOM
Joseph stares at the TV dunbfounded.

JOSEPH
Hol y. ..
(he pauses in disbelief)
W won. W won! Grls! Grls!

Joseph | ooks around in an excited yet confused daze. Jenny
runs in to see what all the commotion is.

Now both girls are next to him

LUCY
(very excited)
What’s it nean daddy?

Joseph | ooks down at Lucy. A very large and genuine smle
spreads across his face.

JOSEPH
It neans you' re definitely getting
the hot lunch today. (beat)
Everyday!!

JENNY
W won the lottery?

JOSEPH
W won the |ottery!

JENNY
W won the lottery!
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Joseph grabs a hand of each girl, they each grab the free
hand of the other creating a three person circle. They dance
all together, in a clockw se notion.

JOSEPH, JENNY AND LUCY
W won! W& won! We won! We won!
EXT. ELEMENTARY SCHOOL - DAY
Joseph parks in front of the school to drop the girls off.
The nood anongst Joseph and the girls is the polar opposite
of before.

The girls begin to exit the car.

JOSEPH
Now r enenber. ..

The girls stop and | ook at their dad.
JOSEPH ( CONT’ D)
Don’t say anything to anyone!
Seriously.

He playfully, but with a sense of seriousness, puts his
finger to his nouth as to say "shhhhh" but nakes no sound.

The girls nod their heads.

Joseph points at Lucy with a straight finger, but with a big
smle and playful deneanor.

JOSEPH ( CONT’ D)
Seriously.

LUCY
Ckay daddy.

The girls close their doors and wal k towards the school, a
spring in their step.
| NT. COFFEE SHOP - DAY

Joseph al nost bursts through the door |ooking for Kurt.
Under his armis a soft case briefcase.

He spots Kurt sitting alone at a small table reading the
newspaper .

Joseph pl ops down.
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Kurt | ooks up, sonewhat startled but then accepting of his
friends presence.

KURT
You see this?
(he points to a lottery
rel ated headline in the paper)
They say the winning ticket was
bought here in town. Can you
bel i eve that?

Joseph has a silly large grin on his face.

JOSEPH
Yes Kurt. Yes | can.

Kurt gives himan odd scow then goes back to the paper.

Keeping his over-the-top smle, Joseph reaches in to his
soft case.

Joseph clears his throat in an exaggerated nanner to get
Kurt’s attention.

Kurt | ooks up in confusion and intrigue.

Joseph brings out an envelope fromhis bag. He gently slides
it in front of Kurt.

Kurt | ooks at himwith a coy grin and reaches for the
envel ope.

KURT
And what’s this?

Kurt begins to reach for the envel ope.
Joseph’ s denmeanor changes to a nobre serious expression.

JOSEPH
Wait. Are your hands cl ean?

Kurt pauses, | ooks at his hands, then reaches in to his
backpack and pulls out a small hand sanitizer. He uses sone.

After replacing the hand sanitizer, he shows his hands to
Joseph.

KURT
Good?

Joseph’s grin returns.
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JOSEPH
Ckay. But be careful.

Kurt opens the envel ope with the requested care, now even
nore curious as to what his friend has brought him

He pulls out the lottery ticket contained inside.

| ncreased confusion crosses Kurt’s face. Then surprise and
shock.

KURT
No.

Joseph nods affirmative with a silly smle.

KURT
No way.

JOSEPH
You’' ve got the paper. Check it.

Kurt opens the paper and | ooks at the nunbers reported. Then
at the ticket, then back at the nunbers, then back to the
ticket.

Joseph | ooks on with excitenent.

Kurt places the ticket back in the envel ope and slides it
back to Joseph

Joseph pulls back the envel ope.

JOSEPH ( CONT’ D)
Vel |, what do you think?

KURT
| think, that if | were you,
woul dn’t be here, 1'd be at the

| ottery comm ssion.

J OSEPH
Yeah. Wait, what?

KURT
The lottery conmi ssion’s office is
only like 20 mnutes from here.
What are you doi ng here? You shoul d
be there getting your noney!

JOSEPH
| was so excited, | didn't even
t hi nk about how to actually
col l ect. Thanks!
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Joseph prepares to | eave.

JOSEPH ( CONT’ D)
Maybe 1’1 get one of those big
oversi ze checks.

KURT
(al nost | aughi ng)
At | east you have your priorities
inline. Well, big noney, | guess
you' re buying ny coffee today.

Kurt gives Joseph a big smle
Joseph returns it.
Joseph’s smle turns to worry in a flash

KURT
What’ s wong?

JOSEPH
(somewhat | aughing to hinself)
| don’t have any cash.

EXT. CALI FORNI A STATE LOTTERY COW SSI ON - DAY

The exterior sign announcing the State’'s lottery office
sparkles in the sunlight.

| NT. CALI FORNI A STATE LOTTERY COMM SSI ON - DAY

LOBBY

Joseph wal ks in through the public entryway in to a nice
nmodern office building with no hints, besides a | arge set of
|ottery pronotional posters, that it is in fact the lottery
conmm ssion office.

He approaches the RECEPTIONI ST (30’s), a slender
African- Aneri can woman who | ooks to be a no-nonsense
mul ti-tasker extraordi naire.

RECEPTI ONI ST
May | help you sir?

JOSEPH
Hi .

Joseph shifts his soft case bag fromunder his right armto
under his left so he can extend his right hand.
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JOSEPH ( CONT’ D)
My nane is Joseph Feli x.

RECEPTI ONI ST
Hello M. Felix.
(reluctant, she accepts the
handshake)
How may | hel p you?

JOSEPH
And you are?

The receptionist 1ooks at himw th tremendous doubt, as if
she’s about to be subject to a vacuum cl eaner sal es pitch.

Joseph reads her hesitancy.

JOSEPH ( CONT’ D)
" msorry, the reason | ask is, |
want to renmenber the people that |
met on of the bi ggest and nost
i nportant days of ny life.

RECEPTI ONI ST
(now sm ling, somewhat charned
by Joseph)

Angel a, Angi e.
Joseph extends his hand out again, she accepts.

JOSEPH
Pl easure to neet you Angie. I'm
here to turn in a ticket.

He lets go and smles w de.
Her response now warm

RECEPTI ONI ST
Wel | good for you.

She reaches for a clipboard that has a form al ready under
it’s clasp.

RECEPTI ONI ST ( CONT’ D)
Just fill out this formand we'l]l
have one of our people cone talk to
you about paynent.

She begins to hand himthe clipboard, but stops for a
noment .

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 32.

RECEPTI ONI ST ( CONT’ D)
| forgot to ask, your ticket, it’'s
for more than $600 right, otherw se
you don’t have to fill out the
form

Joseph’s face creates a smle larger than the G and Canyon

JOSEPH
Yes ma’'am it is.

CUT TGO

Joseph is sitting in a nice chair in the Lottery Comm ssion
office, his soft case in his hands.

A man (40's) in a nice off the rack suit approaches.

DAVE
Joseph Fel i x?

Joseph | ooks up and begins to stand.

JOSEPH
That' s ne.

Dave extends hi s hand.
DAVE
|’m Dave Galt with W nner
Rel ati ons.

Joseph can’t help but smle again.

DAVE
| understand you have our big
W nner ?

JOSEPH
Yes sir.

Joseph stands there, facing Dave, an awkward sil ent nonent
passes.

DAVE
May | see it?

JOSEPH
Oh, of coursel

Joseph reaches into his bag and pulls out the envel ope and
hands it to Dave.
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DAVE
Alright, let’'s go validate your
ticket and tal k about what’'s next.

LOTTERY COWM SSI ON CONFERENCE ROOM

Joseph and Dave begin to sit at a | arge ei ght person
conference table. The roomis a typical conference roomwth
a large TV/nonitor on one end and nore |lottery posters
decorating the walls.

As they sit, TANYA (40’'s) -- a no-nonsense woman
prof essionally dressed and carrying a badge and gun on her
wai st -- wal ks in.

DAVE
M. Felix, this is Tanya Davis.
She’s one of the investigators here
at the lottery comm ssion that
verifies wnning tickets.

Joseph notices the badge and gun on her wai st.

TANYA
(wth sinmply a nod)
Nice to neet you M. Felix.

JOSEPH
(wi th an anxi ous | augh)
Ww, you guys don’t ness around.

TANYA
Peopl e hurt people for $20 M.
Fel i x. I nmagine what they' d do for
mllions.

JOSEPH
Good point. Well, | didn’t hurt
anyone to get ny ticket | swear.
Joseph puts his hands up in fake surrender.

Tanya i s not anused.

TANYA

Do you have the ticket with you
DAVE

Ri ght here.

Tanya puts on a pair of latex gloves to handle the ticket.

Dave hands Tanya the ticket.
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She takes the ticket and sets it down. She pulls out a piece
of paper frominside her jacket and check the two agai nst
each ot her.

She then exami nes the ticket against the light in the room

Tanya pulls out a black light flashlight from her pocket and
scans the ticket.

Joseph begins to sweat.
When satisfied, she puts her flashlight and paper away.
Tanya nods at Dave.

TANYA
| feel confortable proceeding.

Joseph sm | es.

DAVE
kay, thank you Tanya. Now, let’s
go talk in ny office.

DAVE' S OFFI CE
Joseph is sitting in a guest chair in Dave s nodest office.

Dave sitting across fromhimis |ooking up information on
the conputer. He turns to face Joseph.

DAVE
How s 3pm Fri day?

JOSEPH
Friday?

DAVE

Yes, day after tonorrow.

JOSEPH
How is it for what, exactly?

Dave has a warmsmle
DAVE
Your big press conference! To
col l ect your check!
Joseph i s confused.

JOSEPH
| don’t get it now?
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DAVE

Sorry, it takes a couple of days to
process and get the sign-off from
the treasury. Plus, we like to hold
a big press conferences, nmake sure
peopl e wat chi ng know that lottery
wi nners, like you, are real people,
i ke them

JOSEPH
(somewhat to hinself)
Makes sense.

DAVE
So, 3pmon Friday?
I NT. KURT' S OFFI CE - DAY

Kurt is sitting at his desk, a |ower level office set-up
W t hout nuch decoration. He is on the phone.

KURT
Yeah, |'Il hold.

CUT TO
Qutside Kurt’s office, TINA (30's) a beautiful wonman dressed

professionally, but to inpress, wal ks down the hallway
headi ng towards Kurt’'s office, but not to it.

CUT TO
Kurt is still on hold.
KURT
Yes, great thanks.
(pauses)

Hey, Charlie, | know you re busy so

"1l get right toit. You' re the

only guy | know who | can talk to

about this. My buddy just won the

lottery.
CUT TO

Tina is just short of passing by Kurt’s open office door
when she stops dead in her tracks with intrigue.
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I NT. JOSEPH S CAR - DAY

Joseph is driving, another G and Canyon sm | e spreads across
his face. The radio is on to a fast paced, exciting song.
Joseph is happily singing along, happier than he’'s been in
years. As the song cones to a conclusion, a RADIO DJ'S voice
cones on.

RADIO DJ (O S.)
That was (song title)by (artist).
So, as |’msure you know, unless
you’ ve been mining under a rock,
that the winner of the nation’s
| argest lottery jackpot in history
is fromright here in Sacranento.
And apparently, not wasting their
time in claimng their noney, the
| ottery comm ssion reports the
wi nner has already checked in with
them and turned in the w nning
ticket. The lottery comm ssion says
there will be a formal press
conference this Friday at 3pm $657
mllion dollars, after taxes and
penalties that adds up to... nore
nmoney than 1’1l ever see in ny
life. Congrats to whonever won, and
hey, can | borrow a few bucks?

Joseph just keeps smling.

I NT. OFFI CE - DAY

Tina quietly lifts up the receiver on her desk phone and
di al s a nunber she is |looking at on a slip of paper.

TI NA
H . So, | hear you guys pay rewards
on story | eads.
(she pauses to |isten)
Vell, | know who won the nega
mllions jackpot.

EXT. ELEMENTARY SCHOOL - DAY

Joseph parks his car. He gets out and wal ks towards the

pi ck-up area for the kids. There are a dozen or so parents,
the majority wonen, standing around, chit-chatting as they
wai t .

Joseph stands anongst the parents, not engaged w th anyone.
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He overhears several random conversations about the lottery
Wi nni ng story.

PARENT 1
My husband says that whonever it
was Wi ll pay nore in taxes than
t hey keep.

PARENT 2
That doesn’t make sense. Even if
it’s true, who cares? | wouldn’t
know what to do with that much
noney.

PARENT 1
(sm rking)
Oh, | think I'd find ways!

Joseph keys in on another conversation between a nmal e PARENT
3 and a fenal e PARENT 4.

PARENT 3
What’'s the first thing you' d do?

PARENT 4
File for a divorce.

Parent 3's face is confused.

PARENT 3
What ? Way woul d you di vorce Dan?
t hought you guys were doing fine.

Parent 4 nods in agreenent.

PARENT 4
Ch, we’'re doing fantastic! But |’ve
seen the horror stories. Mney like
t hat changes peopl e, and not for
the better. Don't get nme wong, |
woul dn’t turn it down. | just
figure, get divorced and we can go
each marry a couple of twenty
somet hi ngs who only want to pl ease
us for our noney.

PARENT 3
You're horri bl e.

PARENT 4
You asked. O, even better yet,
stay single. Sonetinmes it’'s better
to be al one.
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Parent 4 smles, then notices that Joseph is standing close
by. Horror crosses her face, her realization.

PARENT 4 ( CONT’ D)

Ch ny God, I'"'msorry Joe. I, |, we
were just joking about the
lottery. ..

Joseph smiles a polite smle and raises his hands in a "say
no nore" notion.

JOSEPH
Don't think twi ce about it.

The school bell rings, alerting parents and students alike
the day is over. Joseph begins wal king in towards the
school .
I NT. JOSEPH S CAR - DAY
Joseph, Jenny and Lucy are in the car. No one talking.
Joseph | ooks at Jenny in the rear view mrror.
JOSEPH
So, how was school today? Any
better?

Jenny | ooks straight ahead for a nonent, as if contenplating
her words.

JENNY
Ki nd of.

JOSEPH
Only kind of?

JENNY
Well... | couldn't tell anyone
anything so it didn't change
anyt hi ng.

JOSEPH

Yeah, but you knew. It doesn’t
matt er what anyone el se knows, | ust
what you know.

LUCY
| had a great day daddy!

Joseph’ s eyes nove over to Lucy.
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JOSEPH
That’'s great honey! What made it
such a great day?

Lucy’' s face goes froma shining smle to a concentrated
| ook.

LUCY
| don’t know.

Joseph sm | es.

JOSEPH
That’ s okay honey, there doesn’t
have to be a reason to have had a

good day so long as you feel you
di d.

An awkward nonment of silence passes. Joseph reaches down and
turns on the radio.

The end of a song plays, followed by the sane RADI O DJ as
bef ore.

RADIO DJ (O S.)
Vell, we have our wi nner fol ks,
Sacranento’s very own Joseph Feli x,
an Air Force veteran and w dower
wth two children is the wi nner of
the big $657 million nega mllions
j ackpot .

Joseph nearly crashes the car as he hears his name. A wave
of panic crosses him

JENNY
Son of a--

JOSEPH
Jenny!

LUCY

Does this nean we can tell our
fri ends now?

Joseph | ooks at Lucy in the rear view mrror. Her innocent
face staring back at himw th a questioning i nnocence.
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EXT. JOSEPH S HOUSE - DAY

They pull up at their house to discover several news station
vans there. Joseph pulls in the driveway.

The crews fromthe stations bolt in to action attacking
Joseph.

REPORTER 1
Joseph, what’'s the first thing
you're going to do with the noney?

Before he can attenpt an answer, the next reporter starts
in.

REPORTER 2
Have you al ready received the
noney?

REPORTER 1
Did you select the cash option or
paynment s?

REPORTER 3 (30's) female, dressed | ess casual than the
others junps in.

REPORTER 3
Do you have a girlfriend?

Joseph is taken aback by that question, finding it the nost
odd.

JOSEPH
Just trying to get ny girls inside
so they can do their homeworKk.
Thank you.

REPORTER 2
Where do you work?

Joseph is feeling overwhelnmed and is trying to usher the
girls to the door.

Lucy is upset by the strangers and Jenny’s deneanor inplies
she doesn’t even notice them

He opens the door and herds the girls in.

REPORTER 1
WIIl you be quitting your job?
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REPORTER 3
W1l you be giving any to charity?

For the first time, Joseph turns and | ooks at a specific
reporter, Reporter 3. He points at her.

J OSEPH
Good i dea.

I NT. KURT' S OFFI CE - DAY

MARCUS (50" S)-- a silver haired professionally dressed man
-- walks into Kurt’s office, he taps on the door to announce
hi s presence.

Kurt | ooks up casually.

MARCUS
Af t er noon.

KURT
Hey Marcus. Wat are you doi ng down
here with the little people?

Mar cus | ooks around, ignoring the conment.

MARCUS
| was just watching the news in ny
of fice.

Kurt hides his feelings about the executives all having
cable in their offices.

MARCUS ( CONT’ D)
And | saw the story about your
friend.
Kurt’s denmeanor changes.

KURT
What story? What friend?

MARCUS
Your friend, Felix is it?

KURT
VWhat about hi nf?

Mar cus shows his confusion on his face.
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MARCUS
You didn't know he won the |otto?

Kurt sits back in his chair. He | ooks away, then back to
Mar cus.

KURT
| knew, | just didn’'t know anyone
el se did.

MARCUS

It’s the |l ead story. Wdowed fat her
of two wins largest lotto jackpot
in history. A veteran too. Seens
like a solid guy. Maybe we shoul d
bring himin and talk to hi mabout
our expansion plans. Maybe he' d
like to be a part of the team

KURT
You’ re ki ddi ng.

MARCUS
No, a fellow like that. Seens |ike
a great fit. You don’t think so?

KURT
(obviously irritated)
| thought so when | tried to get
you to hire himthree nonths ago.

MARCUS
Oh, well, he wasn’t the right fit
t hen.

Kurt gives Marcus a stare that could nelt |ead, he forgets
he is talking to his superior.

KURT
He was the sane nman then as he is
now, the right man!

MARCUS
(beat)
So you' |l talk to hinf
| NT. HAIR SALON - DAY

Claire is sitting in her usual seat at her hair salon. She
is nearly in tears.
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CLAI RE
I, I just want the best for those
girls. I know he | oves them but I
do too. | can provide for them

better.

Her STYLI ST nmakes eye contact in the salon mrror and nods
in agreenment as any good counsel or does.

CLAI RE ( CONT’ D)
Qobviously | was a good not her, he
knows that, he |oved the woman |
rai sed for Pete's sake. | nust have
done sonething right.

The stylist continues to make eye contact in the sal on
mrror and nod.

Her stylist is working on her when she notices the tone and
tenperature of her client’s body | anguage change. Noti ci ng
where Claire’s attention has shifted, she too | ooks at the
flat panel TV hanging fromthe wall. Recognition.

STYLI ST
Isn’t that your son-in-|aw?

CLAI RE
That’ s the man who married ny
daught er.

oblivious to her tone, her stylist continues.

STYLI ST
Ww That is exciting! | guess he
and those girls of his will be set
for life.

Claire cringes when her stylist says "girls of his." She
responds al nost di sappoi nted, but catches herself from
soundi ng too much so to avoid the judgnent.

CLAI RE
| suppose.

The Stylist senses sonething am ss, and wi sely decides to
nove on.

STYLI ST
Did you see the Kings gane | ast
ni ght ?
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I NT. KURT' S OFFI CE - DAY

Kurt wal ks at a brisk pace down the hallway of his office
bui | di ng. He approaches the elevator waiting area. Frantic,
he dials out on his cell phone.

KURT
(to his phone)
Hey! | saw you got found out. |I'm
on ny way over. | talked to ny

attorney. ..

The el evator door opens. A few people file out and Kurt
begins to wal k in.

KURT ( CONT’ D)
He said whatever you do, don't...

The el evator doors shut and he | ooses his signal, as
i ndi cated by an audi ble alert.

Kurt pulls the phone fromhis ear and | ooks at the screen
which verifies the alert to mean what he thought.

KURT ( CONT’ D)
Damm i t.

I NT. JOSEPH S HOUSE - DAY

LI VI NG ROOM
Joseph sits on his very nobdest couch, watching TV. The 5
o’ cl ock news comes on with his winning the |ead story.

ON TV SET

NEWS ANCHOR 1
The wi nner of the country’ s biggest
lottery jackpot has been
di scover ed.

NEWS ANCHOR 2
In a channel 31 excl usive..

LI VI NG ROOM
Joseph | ooks at the TV with confusion.

JOSEPH
(to hinself)
Excl usi ve? There are five trucks
out si de.

ON TV SET
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NEWS ANCHOR 2
W dowed father of two who lives in
a nodest home and we understand is
unenpl oyed.

NEWS ANCHOR 1
Well, that’s a wonderful story, and
good for him

NEWS ANCHOR 2
| ndeed.

LI VI NG ROOM
Joseph gets up from his couch, shaking his head at the
nonsense.

Kl TCHEN

Joseph opens the fridge and notices its scarce contents. He
smles to hinmself knowing this is not for long. He pulls out
a mlk container, barely a sip in it, opens the container
and swigs it.

Hi s cell phone rings on the counter.

Joseph approaches it with caution, he stares at the caller
ID. It reads "Uncle Fred".

Joseph is suspicious but curious and deci des to answer.

JOSEPH
Hel | 0?

EXT. FRED S CAR LOT - DAY

Joseph parks in a spot at his Uncle Fred's car lot. He exits
his car at a normal pace.

Fred rushes out, as fast as his ill-maintained body wll
allow, to greet Joseph

FRED
Joey! My boy how are you doi ng?
(he grabs Joseph in al nost
bear hug fashion)
Silly question, you' re doing great,
and | couldn’t be happier for you,
| really couldn’t!

Joseph is skepti cal

( CONTI NUED)
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JOSEPH

Thanks Fr ed.

46.

Fred puts is armaround Joseph to start to guide him

FRED
Come on into ny office, | wanna

show you sonet hi ng

INT. FRED S CAR LOT - DAY

Fred escorts Joseph in to his small office. He shows Joseph

to one of

his thrift store bought guest chairs.

FRED
Have a seat.

Joseph does.

FRED ( CONT' D)
| have an idea. You re fanous now,
and | think people are interested

in you, | nmean, you are all over
t he news. Have you seen sone of the
reports? People love you! | nean, a

wi dowed veteran with two starving
kids wins the lottery, it’s
cl assi c!

Joseph is taken aback by this statenent.
FRED ( CONT’ D)
| mean, that’s how those
over-sensationalizing jerks are
playing it.
Joseph just stares at Fred, still not feeling any sense of

what the man wants to tal k about.

FRED ( CONT' D)
So | was thinking, nmaybe we have a
bi g pronoti on where you, the
country’s newest nmulti-mllionaire,
gives a car away, you know, for
charity.

JOSEPH
Charity?

FRED
Yeah, we sell raffle tickets or
sonmet hing, and all the noney goes
to charity.

( CONTI NUED)
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JOSEPH
So, you're going to sell raffle
tickets to people for a chance to
winafree car.

FRED
Ri ght!

JOSEPH
And you want nme to, what, sel
raffle tickets for the charity?

FRED
If you want, but | figured, you re
going to need to wite off sone
contributions, so perhaps, you buy
the car fromme, or cars, and we
use those for the raffle.

JOSEPH
So you want me to buy a car...

FRED
(i nterrupting)
O cars.

Joseph continues as if he hadn’'t heard Fred's attenpt at a
correction.

JOSEPH ( CONT’ D)
...that you could then have a big
pronotion to sell raffle tickets

for?
FRED
For charity.
JOSEPH

But you' re not giving anything from
your pocket to charity, in fact,
you get a | ot of people on your | ot
and you get all of their contact
information to try to sell all the
ones who don’t win a car

FRED
It is a business. But renenber,
buyi ng the car and selling the
raffle tickets is all...

JOSEPH
(interrupting and | ooking
deadpan at Fred)

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)
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JOSEPH (cont’ d)
For charity.

Joseph begins to stand.

FRED
You don’t get the noney for a few
days right?
JOSEPH
Friday at 3pm
FRED
well, I'll front the costs now and

we can do it tonorrow. In fact,

I’11 let you borrow one of ny best
cars now too, you know, so you have
better and nore reliable
transportation for those girls of
yours.

Joseph is wary.

FRED ( CONT' D)
And, if you decide you want to buy
it after, so be it.

Joseph gives a "oh, there it is" reaction.
Fred ignores this and picks up an envel ope off his desk.

FRED ( CONT' D)
And, to help you out until then,
here’s a few thousand doll ars
spendi ng noney, sinple |oan to get
you t hrough.

Joseph | ooks at the noney in surprise.

JOSEPH
| thought you didn’t have ten
dollars to spare?

FRED
This is conpany noney, an
investnent. 1’'ll need sone interest
paid on it of course.

J OSEPH
O course.

Fred smles, Joseph doesn’t return it.
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EXT. ELEMENTARY SCHOCL - DAY

Joseph pulls up to the student pick-up area in a nice newer
nodel used car.

Jenny and Lucy don’t see that it’s their dad at first, being
he’s driving a new car and all, once they do, they are
ecstatic.

Jenny’s least |liked classmate Katie wal ks up with the boy
they both |ike, ANDY (13),a skinny built average | ooking
young man.

ANDY
VWww N ce car!

JENNY
(as if it were her car and she
wasn't seeing it for the fist
tinme)
Ch, yeah, thanks! Bye Andy!

Jenny smles a sweet snmle at Andy, then a devilish look to
Kati e.

JENNY ( CONT’ D)
Bye Kati e.

Jenny and Lucy run to the new car.

I NT. JOSEPH S HOUSE - NI GHT

HALLWAY

Joseph wal ks Jenny to her room Jenny sits on her bed and
Joseph begins a quick retreat, not wanting to upset or push
her.

JOSEPH
Good ni ght .

He starts to wal k away.

JENNY
Dad?

JOSEPH
Yeah?

JENNY
" msorry.

Tears start to formin her eyes.

( CONTI NUED)
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Joseph hurries back to her and sits next to her on her bed.

JOSEPH
For what ?

JENNY
|, know you were trying and |
didn’t make things any easier. |
just...

JOSEPH
| know, it’s okay.

JENNY
No, it really isn’t. You gave up
everything to take care of Mom and
now us and |... |I’mjust sorry.

Joseph squeezes her tight.

JOSEPH
It’s going to be okay. Mbney or
not, I love you and want the best
for you.

JENNY
Can | tell you sonething?

JOSEPH
O course.

JENNY

| was really mad at you for buying
that lottery ticket.

Joseph pulls away, a little surprised.

JOSEPH
You're mad we won the lottery?

JENNY
No, | was mad when you bought the
ti cket instead of buying us |unch
stuff.

JOSEPH
Ch, yeah.

JENNY
[t was kind of dunb.

( CONTI NUED)
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JOSEPH
No.

Joseph turns his face forward from |l ooking at her, takes in
a deep breath, then lets it out and turns back to her with a
shanmeful smle

JOSEPH ( CONT’ D)
it was really dunb.

JENNY
So, is that what they nean by "dunb
| uck"?

Joseph starts to |augh.

JOSEPH
| think they' |l have to put a
picture of me in the dictionary
NoWw.

LUCY' S ROOM
Joseph enters behind Lucy who is kneeling at her bed,
prayi ng and unaware of her dad s entry.

LUCY
...and bl ess Daddy’'s friend Kurt,
Aunt Anni e, and of course, keep
Mommy happy. | know you see her
often, please tell her "hi." Ckay,
Amen.

JOSEPH
That was very nice honey.

Lucy gets up from her spot and begins to get in bed, as if
she didn’t hear or notice her dad.

Joseph wal ks to her side and hel ps tuck her in.

LUCY
Daddy?
JOSEPH
Yes?
LUCY
Did we win the lottery because
nmonmy di ed?
JOSEPH

(surprised)
What do you nean honey?
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LUCY
Did God et us win the lottery
because he took nmomy?

Joseph is speechless for a nonent, then finds his words.

JOSEPH
God didn't take Mormy honey. Things
j ust happen.

LUCY
But | thought God created all.

JOSEPH
It doesn’t nmean he takes it al
away, sonme things just are. W
don’t know why, we may never know
why. Hundreds of years from now
t hi ngs that happen today, even bad
things, may lead to a greater good.
Does that nmake sense?

Lucy shrugs.

LUCY
| guess so.

JOSEPH
| mss your nomtoo, everyday, but
we can’t bl ane anyone, it just is.

LUCY
kay. So why did we win the
lottery?

JOSEPH
It just is.
(he thinks for a beat)
Just dunmb | uck.

He smles at her. She sm | es back.

HALLWAY

Joseph wal ks away from Lucy’s roomtowards the |iving room
As he does so he notices the pictures on the walls. Pictures
of happier tinmes. The phone is ringing in the background.

LI VI NG ROOM

Joseph sits in his worn down recliner, the hone phone begins
to ring again, then his cell phone. He sinply | ooks at them

JOSEPH S BEDROOM
Joseph sits at the edge of the bed, overwhel ned.
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He begins pointing at random furniture, all of it worn,
m s- mat ched, and unattractive.

JOSEPH
| mreplaci ng you, and you, and
you. .

As if on cue, and knowing of its dem se, the bed breaks,
sendi ng Joseph to the floor. He starts off slow, but ends in
a hysterical laughing fit before finally cal m ng hinself
down.

He turns, then stares at the ceiling. He casually puts his
hands behind his head ala Matthew Broderick in the "Ferris
Buel ler’s Day Of" poster.
JOSEPH
Perfect.
I NT. M LI TARY BUNK ROOM AFGHANI STAN - NI GHT ( FLASHBACK)

Back to a four years younger Sergeant Felix. He is calmas
he follows behind a hurried and pani cked corporal.

The young corporal turns back and | ooks at Joseph.

CORPORAL
Sergeant, the drone!
JOSEPH
| m com ng.

I NT. FLI GHT CONTROL ROOM - NI GHT

The Corporal bursts through the doorway leading in to the
nobi | e drone control room The room | ooks |ike a high-end

vi deo arcade, but replacing coin dropping ganers are anxi ous
mlitary pilots.

A LI EUTENANT COLONEL (40’s)-- burly and with a high | evel of
authority comng purely fromhis command presence -- turns
in response to the Corporal bursting through. The Corpora

| ooks around a nonent and nmakes eye contact with the Lt.

Col onel .

CORPORAL
Sir. Sergeant Felix sir.

LT. COLONEL GREY
Sergeant, we have a probl em
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JOSEPH
(confused)
Sir, where's Major Linx?

LT. COLONEL GREY
Not your concern. Your concern is
stoppi ng this attack.

Joseph’s face doesn’t hide his increased confusion.

JOSEPH
Attack sir?

LT. COLONEL GREY
One of the drones has been
m st akenly assigned a mssile
| aunch, and it won't accept orders
to stop.

CUT TGO

A large screen in the flight control room shows a countdown
timer. The tinmer reads "00:03:23:45" and is dropping every
mli-second.

LT. COLONEL GREY (CONT' D)
If we don’'t stop the |aunch
instructions, it will fire a
m ssile on a civilian heavy target
killing hundreds. Not to nmention
the international outcry.

Col onel Grey stares at Joseph in an attenpt to transfer the
wei ght of the world with his eyes.

LT. COLONEL GREY ( CONT’ D)
Fix it.
I NT. JOSEPH S HOUSE - N GHT (PRESENT DAY)
BEDROOM
Joseph wakes up startled and covered in sweat. He | ooks

around to observe his surroundi ngs and ensure the dream was
only that.

EXT. ELEMENTARY SCHOOL - DAY
Joseph pulls in the school drop-off area with the girls.

There are about tw ce as many people there as normal, and
Joseph realizes they are there to see him
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One or two of the the single Mns appear to have tighter and
| ower cut tops than one woul d expect to see at school
drop-off, and showng a bit nore skin on their legs as well.

Jenny and Lucy exit the car.

JENNY AND LUCY
Love you, bye.

PARENT 1 wal ks over to Joseph’s side of the car, bl ocking
his attenpt to exit by crossing in front of him

PARENT 1
Joey!

Joseph’ s eyebrows sink in to his eyes as he internalizes a
"Joey? What the..."

PARENT 1 ( CONT’ D)

We m ssed you at PTA | ast night!
You know, | may be a happily
married woman, well, married wonman
at least...

(she wi nks a joking w nk)
But there are plenty of nice single
Mons that attend, you really should
come by next tine.

JOSEPH
Um ... okay...

PARENT 1
So, we were talking and as the head
of the gymasi um fund rai sing
commttee, you know I’ mthe
chair...

Joseph nods as if he has a clue about what she’s saying.

PARENT 1 ( CONT’ D)
And as the chair, it’s ny job to
ensure we ask all our parents what
they're able to commt to hel ping
the gymasium get the repairs it
needs. Your girls play voll eybal
don’t they?

Joseph nods.

PARENT 1 ( CONT’ D)

So | know you' Il want to hel p out,
especially now that, well, you
know.
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JOSEPH
Um.. okay... I'll let you know.

Joseph puts the car, with sone degree of difficulty and
enbarrassnent of his new car handling ability, in to drive
and pul | s away.

Parent 1 is surprised, but smles as Joseph does this.

| NT. COFFEE SHOP - DAY
Joseph sirs at one of the tables.

He is overcone by that "soneone is watching you feeling" and
begins to | ook around. Not soneone, everyone.

An attractive fenmale PATRON in her md-twenties and dressed
for an average day of turning heads, wal ks up to Joseph with
a piece of paper and a Sharpie in her hand.

PATRON
Joseph Felix right?

JOSEPH
(with a slight lunp in his
t hr oat)
Yes.

She extends the paper and pen.

PATRON
Can | have your autograph? And
maybe a picture?

JOSEPH
Um sure, | guess.

Joseph takes the pen and begins to sign the paper. As he
does so the Patron takes out her cell phone and prepares it
for a selfie picture with Joseph

She gets in very close to Joseph to take the picture.

PATRON
Thanks!

JOSEPH
No problem

She begins to wal k away, then turns and hands hi m anot her
slip of paper.
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PATRON
And in appreciation, here’ s ny
nunber.

She hands it to him then wi nks and wal ks away.

Just as Patron w nks, Kurt wal ks in behind Joseph, observing
t he scene.

KURT
VWhat - was - that?

Joseph | ooks to Kurt, still sonewhat slack jawed, then he
puts on a fal se bravado and gives a small dism ssive wave in
the gal s general direction.

JOSEPH
That ? Nah-thing. Just a fan.

Kurt joins himat the table.

KURT

Well, anyhow, how are you?
JOSEPH

| am every bit of amazing. | went

from about sixty-seven friends on
Facebook to five-thousand.

KURT
| bet.

JOSEPH
And a few hundred new connecti ons
on Linkedln too. Not that | need to
network for a job anynore. Overall,
things are pretty damm good.

KURT
Good. So, when do you get...
(he leans in and al nost

whi sper s)

t he check.

JOSEPH
Tonor r ow.

KURT
| talked to a buddy of m ne.

JOSEPH
Ri ght, you nentioned sone advice?

Kurt sighs.
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KURT
Yeah, it was don't talk to the
nedia and try to avoid themgetting
your story ahead of the press
conf erence.

J OSEPH
That cat’'s out.

KURT
And to not let any famly, you
don't live with, know

Joseph just gives Kurt an "oh well" expression.

KURT ( CONT' D)
Guess you'll have to go to the
presser already a celebrity.

Kurt nmakes a hand gesture towards the overall presence of
on- | ookers.

Joseph sits upright as if a brilliant idea just hit him

JOSEPH ( CONT’ D)
Want to cone with me?

KURT
Unmm . .

JOSEPH
WIl you please cone with ne to the
press conference?

KURT
Well, I guess | could..
JOSEPH

G eat!
They sit in silence for a nonent.
KURT

Well? You going to at | east get ne
a coffee?

| NT. SLEEP TRAI'N FURNI TURE STORE - DAY

Three sales clerks, all intheir late twenties, all dressed
in white button-down shirts, dark ties, and dark sl acks,
stand in a corner discussing the pop culture topics of the
day.
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One of the clerks | ooks up and notices Joseph who has just
wal ked in. The clerk then | ooks back at his coll eagues. It
dawns on himwho he just saw and he does a doubl e-take to

| ook back at Joseph. First to verify he saw who he thought,
then to ensure he got the junp on his co-workers.

He is quick to | eave the group and approach Joseph. He
al nost startles Joseph as he gets close to him

DANNY
Hel | o and wel cone to Sleep Train,
" m Danny
(Danny extends his hand,
nearly forcing a handshake)
and ny goal today is to nake sure
right now, in this nonent, you are

the nost tired you ever will be
again fromlack of a good nights
sl eep.

Joseph | ooks back at Danny as if he just spoke a foreign
| anguage.

JOSEPH
Ckay... Well, | need a new bed.

DANNY
(forcefully)
No sir, you need a new experience.

Danny puts his arm around Joseph and begins to herd himto
anot her side of the store.

DANNY ( CONT’ D)
Let me show you sonet hi ng.

JUWP TGO

Danny is sitting with Joseph at a nice desk. Danny slides
over a purchase agreenent.

DANNY
And with our great "60 days sane as
cash" program no noney down is
needed today.

JOSEPH
(confused)
Don’'t you need to run ny credit? |
came in a few nonths ago and you
guys said ny score was too | ow.
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DANNY
Oh, no worries M. Felix, you're
credit is good with us now.

Joseph shares an "I bet" expression.
Danny just smles like he’s hiding a fart.
Joseph rel axes his shoul ders.

JOSEPH
It’s only noney.

He signs the formand slides it over to Danny.

DANNY
(parroting)
It’s only noney.

JOSEPH
So, this will be at ny place by...

Danny is | ooking at the paperworKk.

DANNY
Five o’ cl ock tonight.

He | ooks up.

DANNY ( CONT’ D)
Now, you have two daughters, right?

Danny turns and | ooks to sone fancy kids beds.

A large shit eating grin crosses Danny’s face.

EXT. CEMETERY - DAY
Joseph drives slow through the aisles of plots.

He wal ks towards his wfe's grave site, this tine with a
| arge and beautiful bouquet of |ong stem roses.

He sets the roses down, then | ooks to the headstone.

JOSEPH
(to he headstone)
Pi cking up a check for severa
hundred mllion dollars tonorrow.
Crazy right? Actually, | don’t even
know how nmuch it’s for. But, | know
now | can provide for the girls.

( MORE)
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JOSEPH (cont’ d)
Funny thing is, buying that ticket
was probably the dunmbest thing I’ ve
ever done, | nean, | chose a piece
of paper with a dream over feeding
our girls. But it worked out, kind
of. It really is anmazing how nuch
t hi ngs change when you have noney.
|’mfeeling lost, but I know one
thing. I wish you were here to
enjoy this with ne. I mss you.

He rises and turns to head back to his car. Standing there
is ANNIE (late 20's), a petite brunette bundled up in

hi gher-end outerwear, her arnms crossed, her face and body
| anguage fighting to stay upset.

She | ooks from Joseph to the headst one.

ANNI E
| al ways | oved her.

Joseph is shocked at her presence. Once the shock passes he
replies.

JOSEPH
And she | oved you

Sil ence. Awkward sil ence.
JOSEPH ( CONT’ D)

"1l pay you back the noney as soon
as | get the check.

ANNI E
| know you will, and | know you
woul d have before now if you could
have.
(beat)

That’s not why |’ m here.

JOSEPH
Wiy are you here?

ANNI E
| didn’t want to do this at your
house with all the nedia people
hovering around.

JOSEPH
(bitter)
This? Now that | can pay you back
you want interest, or an investnent
| oan, or what?
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ANNI E
(sighs in frustration)
| want to see ny nieces. | |ove and
mss them | haven't forgotten how
we |left things last year, but |I'm
willing to forgive.

JOSEPH
Conveni ent tim ng.

ANNI E
Maybe. But | don’t need help
Joseph, | have a good job and a
home. What I'mmssing is famly. |
thi nk you' re nore upset about the
nmoney you borrowed than | am |
just want nmy famly. | mss ny big
brother, | mss ny nieces.

She tilts her head towards the headst one.

ANNI E ( CONT' D)
And | m ss her too.

Joseph starts | ooking around anxi ous, not wanting to make
eye contact for fear of tears.

ANNI E ( CONT’ D)
(uncrossing her arnmns)
Si nce Mom passed, and we had our
falling out, I’ve been alone. No
brot her, no nieces, no
sister-in-law, no uncle.

She kind of shrugs with a coy smrk.

ANNI E ( CONT’ D)
That one |’ m okay with.

Joseph sm | es.

ANNI E ( CONT’ D)

| figure, if youre willing to
finally forgive yourself, | can
forgive you, and we can be a famly
agai n.

Joseph | ooks at the ground, then up to her.

JOSEPH
D nner plans?
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I NT. KURT' S OFFI CE - DAY

Kurt sits as his desk, Marcus taps on his already open door
and enters. Kurt |ooks up.

MARCUS
| understand you want to take
tomorrow off to join your friend at
the lottery conm ssion.

KURT
s that going to be a problenf?

MARCUS
No. Not at all. Just, wanted to
rem nd you about the opportunities
we di scussed.

KURT
(Wth irritation)
Yup. Under st ood.

MARCUS
Atta boy.

Marcus | eaves, very soon after, Tina enters. She is wearing
a barely appropriate for work blouse that has two nore
butt ons undone than coul d be acceptable for the workpl ace.

TI NA
Hey Kurt.

She wal ks to his desk and bends over slightly.
TI NA ( CONT’ D)

How are you, how are things with
your friend. Must be crazy right?

KURT
| have a | ot of work Tina.
TI NA
Yeah, | heard you' re going to be

gone tonorrow. To the lottery
conmi ssion with your friend?

Kurt shakes his head in disgust on how fast things travel.
KURT

Yup, that’s why | have a | ot of
work to do.
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TI NA
Wll, | don't want to keep you..

She begins to back away, then | eans back in, even further
than before. She gently caresses Kurt’s chin, pulling him
t owar ds her.

TI NA
I )

But know, m here for you.

She lets go then turns and wal ks away, |leaving Kurt a little
irritated, but with his nmouth still open.

I NT. JOSEPH S HOUSE - DAY

Kl TCHEN
Jenny opens the cabinets. She yells to the other room
JENNY
W're rich now, right dad?
LI VI NG ROOM
JOSEPH
You could say that, but don’'t brag.
Kl TCHEN
JENNY
Ch, I'’'mnot bragging. |I’mjust

wondering when rich people go
grocery shoppi ng?

Joseph wal ks in behind her and sees what she sees, an enpty
cabi net.

Joseph puts his hands on her shoul ders.
JOSEPH
Now.
EXT. SAM S CLUB - DAY

Joseph, Jenny and Lucy wal k towards the entrance of Sams
d ub.
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| NT. SAM S CLUB - DAY
Joseph grabs a cart.

LUCY
Can | push it?

JOSEPH
Sure. Now, first thing, we need
food for dinner. W have a speci al

guest.

LUCY
VWho?

JOSEPH
Your Aunt.

JENNY

(excited)

Anni e?

JOSEPH
Yup.

JENNY
Cool .

LUCY
Yay!

Joseph and the girls start to push the cart.

JOSEPH
Renmenber, just the essentials.

CUT TGO

MONTAGE - SHOPPI NG AT SAM S CLUB

-- Joseph and the girls are shopping with little regard for
what they are putting in the carts.

-- They select things that they would never have before, and
in very large quantities.

-- They exit the store, Lucy pushing a cart as full as she
could, followed by Joseph pushing a full cart, followed by
Jenny, followed by several full carts being pushed by staff.
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I NT. JOSEPH S HOUSE - N GHT

DI NIl NG ROOM
Joseph and the girls are setting their dining table. A KNOCK
at the door. The girls rush to it.

LI VI NG ROOM
The door is opened by Jenny to reveal Annie.

JENNY
Aunt Anni e!

Both girls rush to give her hugs.

ANNI E
Well hello girls. Nice to see you
t 0o.
Joseph approaches.
JOSEPH

Hey sis, come on in.

DI NIl NG ROOM

Joseph, Jenny, Lucy and Annie are all sitting at dinner.
There is a large spread of food on the table, as if it were
Thanksgi vi ng.

ANNI E
Quite the spread here, did you
expect ne to bring soneone, or,
several people?

JOSEPH
It’s just nice to, to have conpany.
ANNI E
So, besides food, what are your big
pl ans.
LUCY
We got new beds! Wanna see?
ANNI E
Yes, after dinner.
JOSEPH
Well, Uncle Fred cane to ne with a

proposal to buy some cars from him
to do a charity raffle.
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ANNI E

|’ m sure he did.
JOSEPH

But it got ne thinking.
ANNI E

Uh huh. .
JOSEPH

|’ mgoing to put nmy noney to work
for charity.

ANNI E
Li ke what ki nd?

JOSPEH
One that hel ps veterans find jobs
and job training. | connected with

a guy on Linkedln that runs a group
called VetH re, sounds |like a good
place to start.

Annie is taken aback for a nmonent. She then reaches out and
covers Joseph’s hands with hers.

ANNI E
| love it.

Joseph gives a sincere snmle that turn to sarcastic.

JOSEPH
The rest will go in the bank of
cour se.

ANNI E

You sure? You know the FDI C only
i nsures $100, 000, what do you do
with the rest?
Joseph is taken aback.
JOSEPH

Now that is a problem | never
t hought 1’'d have to worry about!

EXT. FRED S CAR LOT - DAY

Bal | oons and pronotions material everywhere, including signs
that read "Help a Vet, Wn a car!"”
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There is a large crowd around a stage, alnost as if a
political rally, except the stage has a car behind the
podiumand a large raffle ticket spin barrel is sitting of
to the side.

Fred wal ks up to behind the podi um

FRED
Good afternoon wi nners!

The crowd cheers.

FRED ( CONT’ D)
VWho's here to win a car?

More cheers.

FRED ( CONT' D)

And, of course, to support a good
cause, job training for our |ocal
veterans, of which ny lottery
Wi nni ng nephew is -- a proud
vet er an.

(getting nore serious)
And we can never do enough to help
our veterans in need, whenever and
what ever we can.

Joseph absorbs the irony.

FRED ( CONT' D)
(getting | oud again)
Am 1 right?

Crowd cheers again.

FRED ( CONT’' D)
And sone even better news, we're
not giving away one car, or two,
we're giving away three!!

The crowd goes crazy!

FRED
Now, that neans, you have three
times as many chances at a new car
so you need to buy three tinmes as
many tickets! Another round of
sal es starts now Let’s help those
vets!!

Joseph is taken aback at this irony. He shakes his head and
| aughs to hinself a slight chuckle.
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CHARLES GRANT (50’s), a distinguished nan wearing hi gher end
busi ness casual attire, and whose features show he' s been
successful through many of life's tests, wal ks up to Joseph.

CHARLES GRANT
M. Felix?

Joseph turns to him The man has his hand extended.

CHARLES GRANT (CONT' D)
|’m Charles Grant fromthe VetH re
Organi zation, we spoke via email.

Joseph’ s expression goes fromwary to excited. He shakes the
mans ext ended hand with ent husi asm

JOSEPH
Yes! Nice to nmeet you. Thank you
for com ng out.

CHARLES GRANT
My pleasure. W really appreciate
what you’re doing here, and thank
you for selecting us as the
beneficiary.

JOSEPH
| read your profile, you' re exactly
who | thought should benefit. You
have no i dea how happy I amto do
it. It’s a cause close to ny heart.

CHARLES GRANT
That’ s what | understand. Wsh you
and | had nmet before, | think I
woul d have been able to hel p.

JOSEPH
Well, | appreciate that, but I'm
happy | get to be the one hel ping
you and your fantastic
or gani zati on.

CHARLES GRANT
" mglad you found out about us.

JOSEPH
Li ke you said, wish | had sooner.
But, we’'re here now and everything
happens for a reason.
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CHARLES GRANT
| ndeed.

Joseph and the Man stand si de-by-side watching as Fred
continues to work the crowd.

FRED
kay, let’s bring himup, ny
nephew, the man of the hour,
retired Arny Sergeant Joseph
Felix!!!

Joseph wal ks up and stands behi nd Fred.
Annie is in the front side of the crowd, she | ooks at Joseph
standi ng behind Fred as if to say "what the heck?". He
sm|es at her and shrugs.

JOSEPH

( mout hi ng)
It’s for charity.

MONTAGE - | NT. JOSEPH S HOUSE - NI GHT
JOSEPH S BEDROOM
-- Joseph lies in his bed, staring at the ceiling. The al arm

cl ock reads 11:54pm

-- Joseph stirs in his bed, staring at the ceiling. The
al arm cl ock reads 1:12am

-- Joseph lies in his bed, staring at the ceiling. The al arm
cl ock reads 3:54am

-- Joseph is wide awake, haven not gotten any sleep. The
alarmcl ock now reads 6:29 am it turns to 6:30am and the
noi se starts.

-- Joseph turns to the alarm turns it off, then returns to
| ooki ng up. Anot her grand canyon smle crosses his face.
EXT. KURT' S OFFI CE - DAY

Alino is sitting in front of the building, Joseph is
standing in front of it.

Hi s shoul ders shrug as Kurt approaches.

KURT
Real | y?
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JOSEPH
(hands in a "don’'t blane ne"
posi tion)
Wasn’t ny idea. Uncle got it for
ne.
KURT

O course he did. Wwll,
mllionaires ride in style, right?

JOSEPH
Ri ght.

EXT. CALI FORNI A STATE LOTTERY COW SSI ON - DAY
They pass a bank sign that shows the current tine as 2:55pm

The exterior sign announcing the State’'s lottery office
sparkles in the sunlight.

The linmo Joseph and Kurt are in pulls in front of the
|ottery comm ssion office. Alarge crowd of people await
Joseph’s arrival, making it look like a red carpet premere.
Conpl ete with both news reporters and regular citizens

ali ke. Sone are dressed to stand out and get Joseph’s
attention.

The linmo driver cones around and opens the door. Kurt steps
out first and shakes his head in amazenent as he turns to
wat ch Joseph get out.

Mul ti ple womren are trying to get Joseph’s attention, YELLING
QUT marriage proposals. Even a GUY DRESSED IN A TUXEDO
T- SHI RT does the sane.

Joseph and Kurt wal k towards the entrance, city police and
buil ding security are struggling to keep people fromgetting
to them

A REPORTER FORM THE CROWD wor ks his way cl ose to Joseph.

REPORTER FROM THE CROAD
M. Felix, everyone wants to know,
what are sonme of your big plans to
do with the noney?

JOSEPH
Wll, I"'mstill a bit in shock, but
the nost inportant thing is to take
care of ny girls. Buy thema nice
home, coll ege funds, the works.
(beat) 1'd also like to find ways

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)
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JOSEPH (cont’ d)
to support ny fellow veterans,
especially others who are forced
cone hone to take care of sick
| oved ones.

to

72.

Kurt pulls Joseph away fromthe reporter and towards the

front door of the lottery comm ssion.

Security is forced to

re-double their effort as the crowd realizes Joseph is
getting away.

As he's about to enter,

on-1 ookers, simlar to Nixon's farewel|l wave.

| NT. CALI FORNI A STATE LOTTERY COW SSI ON -

LOBBY

DAY

Joseph waves to the crowd of

Angi e the Receptionist stands and greets Joseph and Kurt.

RECEPTI ONI ST
VWell hello M. Felix.
JOSEPH
Hel | o Angi e!
RECEPTI ONI ST

You renenbered ny nane.

JOSEPH
| told you I’'d renenber, you're
part of one of the best things to
ever happen to ne.

RECEPTI ONI ST
| f winning over six-hundred milli
dollars is just one of the best
things, I'd | ove to know what the
best day was.

JOSEPH
(W thout hesitation)
Easy, the day I met ny wfe.
Seconded by the days | nmet ny
daughters and third, the day |
married nmy wfe.

She sniles an "aren’t you sweet" snile.

Dave wal ks out from behi nd a door

reception

desk.

on

and wal ks towards the
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DAVE
M. Felix, good to see you again

Dave extends his hand as he approaches Joseph.

JOSEPH
It’s very good to be seen.
(turns towards Kurt)
This is ny friend Kurt.

Dave extends his hand to Kurt, who accepts it.

DAVE
Nice to neet you

KURT
Pl easur e.

Dave gets up close to Joseph.

DAVE
Before we go in to the press
conference, let’s go tal k about
what to expect for a nonent.

JOSEPH
kay.

Joseph and Kurt both begin to wal k with Dave.

DAVE
Just us if you don’t m nd.

Kurt puts his hands up in a friendly "no problenf gesture.

KURT
No problem just conme get ne when
you’' re ready.

CONFERENCE ROOM
Joseph and Dave begin to sit at the sane conference room
table they did just a few days before.

Dave | ooks to Joseph and brings his hands together, turning
very serious.

DAVE
Joe, may | call you Joe?

Joseph nods his head.
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DAVE ( CONT’' D)
Joe, we have a probl em

Joseph’s face shows concern

At that nonent the door opens and Tanya walks in, a file in
her hands. She sits down next to Dave, not a word spoken or
gl ance exchanged.

DAVE ( CONT' D)
Joe, we need to show you sonet hi ng.

Dave turns towards the |l arge TV/conputer nonitor in the
room he turns it on and starts to play a video.

Vi deo of Joseph and his daughters buying the ticket appears
and pl ays the sequence of the purchase.

JOSEPH
(confused)
What’ s the probl en? You have video
of me buying the ticket.

DAVE
That video is of your daughter
buyi ng the ticket.

Joseph is confused and grow ng anxi ous.

TANYA
Your daughter is who actually put
the noney in the machi ne.
Technically M. Felix, she bought
the ticket, which is illegal as she
is a mnor.

Joseph is flabbergasted.

DAVE
It’s underage ganbling.

TANYA
Don’t worry. We’' ve decided not to
press charges.

DAVE
But, you won’'t be able to collect
on this ticket since it was
illegally purchased.
(he pauses)
" msorry.
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PRESS ROOM

The press roomat the lottery conmm ssion office would rem nd
anyone who saw it of the Wiite House press room but with
|ottery posters everywhere. The podiumis set for the big
announcenent. Canera crews fromaround the country are in

t he back, reporters with their hand-held mcs up-front.

Dave approaches the podium After he and the crowd settle,
he begins to speak.

DAVE
| have an announcenent regardi ng
the winning ticket of the nost
recent Mega MIlions lottery
j ackpot .

Canera flashes go off.

CUT TO
HALLWAY
Joseph wal ks fast towards Kurt. Kurt stands, confused.
KURT
What’ s up?
JOSEPH

W need to go, just, cone on.

EXT. CALI FORNI A STATE LOTTERY COW SSI ON - DAY

Joseph and Kurt are rushing to the linb. The crowd is as
crazy as it was when he entered, unaware of the news Joseph
j ust received.

JUWP TGO

| NT. CALI FORNI A STATE LOTTERY COMM SSI ON - DAY

PRESS ROOM
Dave continues his comments at the podi um

DAVE
Upon an in-depth review by our
agents, it has been determ ned the
W ning ticket was purchased
illegally.

JUWP TGO
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I NT. LIMO - DAY

Joseph and Kurt get in and ask the driver to | eave. The
crowd starts to surround the lino |ike it contained
departing rock stars.

The driver gets the car noving and they speed off.

| NT. CALI FORNI A STATE LOTTERY COMM SSI ON - DAY
PRESS ROOM

DAVE
Though we don’t believe there was
any intention to be deceitful on
the part of the claimant and w ||
not be perusing crimna
prosecution, we are forced to
however, deny any payout.

MONTACE - NEWS CASTS

Vi deo reports regarding the dramatic turn of events as it
relates to the ticket being invalid and the [otto now
rolling over.

-- Newscaster comentary.
-- Man on the street interviews.
-- Paparazzi questioning Joseph outside of his hone.

-- People weigh-in commentary: BARI STA sporting a direct to
canmera "hi Mont | ook "he’'s always so quiet"; the GQUY DRESSED
IN A TUXEDO T- SHI RT "he seened very distant”; the PATRON
fromthe coffee shop selfie "he’'s cute, sorry to hear he's
not rich anynore too"

I NT. CLAIRE' S HOVE - DAY

CLAI RE' S BEDROOM

Claire turns off the TV, having just watched the | ast
newscast. She is sits on the edge of her nicely nade bed, in
her well furnished bedroomin her above average hone.

Wt hout changing her stoic facial expression she rises from
t he edge of her bed, leaving the renpte control behind, and
goes to the living room

CLAIRE' S LI VI NG ROOM
Claire picks up her purse, sunglasses, keys, all in a calm
and net hodi cal order, and proceeds to | eave her hone.
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I NT. JOSEPH S HOUSE - DAY

LI VI NG ROOM

It’s the day after the lottery press conference. The nedi a
sit in front of his hone like vultures waiting for the | ast
breath, he now feels |ike a prisoner.

Joseph peeks through his living roomblinds, observing the
medi a encanpnent that is in-front of his hone.

He backs away from blinds, disgusted with the situation. He
turns to | ook at his honme, he steps in one direction, then
another, further realizing he is in-fact trapped.

Joseph wal ks towards his couch when he hears a KNOCK at the
door. He stops but doesn’t nove.

CPS | NVESTI GATOR (O S.)

M. Felix, County Child Protective
Ser vi ces.

Anot her KNOCK.
Joseph begins towards the door.
CPS | NVESTI GATOR (O S.)

CPS M. Felix, | just need to ask

you a few questions.
Joseph peers through the blinds and sees the CPS
| NVESTI GATOR (40’ s), an all business woman with neither a
chummy nor nean deneanor, standing at the door.
Joseph opens the door.

JOSEPH
Yes?

The CPS Investigator |ooks behind her noticing the canera
crews and their extrene interest in her visit.

CPS | NVESTI GATOR
May | conme in please?

Joseph backs away and notions for her to cone in.

POV: A canera wat ches Joseph as he lets her in and | ooks
out, a photo is taken.

Back inside the CPS Investigator hands Joseph her card.
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JOSEPH
What’s this regarding? It’s
Sat ur day.

CPS | NVESTI GATOR
There’s been a conplaint froma
bl ood rel ati ve concerning the
safety of your children. Even on a
Saturday, we visit, 24/7 if needed.

JOSEPH
My girls are fine.

CPS | NVESTI GATOR
Are they here?

JOSEPH
No, they're with ny sister.

The CPS Investigator notes this on her clipboard.

CPS | NVESTI GATOR
May | see the home?

Joseph is reluctant at first, but decides he has nothing to
hi de.

JOSEPH
O course.

As the CPS I nvestigator wal ks towards the kitchen, Joseph
peers out his blinds.

POV: A canera catches Joseph’s peer. A photo is taken

KI TCHEN

The investigator is |ooking around. Joseph observes this and
| ooks outside, seeing the nedia piled up, he starts to show
signs of being overwhel ned.

CPS | NVESTI GATOR
Are you okay M. Felix?

Joseph just stares at her. He regains his conposure and
stands straight.

JOSEPH
I’m.. I'"'mjust alittle
over whel ned.

The CPS Investigator goes back to her clipboard. She clicks
her pen to the extended position and starts to scribble a
not e.
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CPS | NVESTI GATOR
Uh hubh.

Joseph’ s anxi ety escal ates even further.
LI VI NG ROOM
Joseph wal ks the CPS Investigator to the door. As they
approach, the CPS Investigator turns to Joseph.
CPS | NVESTI GATOR
You have ny card if you have any

guestions. O herwise, we’ll be in
touch. Good day M. Felix.

MONTACGE - A COUPLE WEEKS PASS

-- Paparazzi style attenpts to talk to Joseph at his hone
and his kids school.

-- More man on the street interviews about the drama.
-- Joseph sells his car

-- Joseph walks girls to and from school. Reporters try and
talk to him

-- Joseph and the girls start to pack up the house.

| NT. LAWYERS OFFI CE - DAY

Claire is sitting at a conference roomtable by herself. In
wal ks CHRI STI AN (40’s) -- an ivy |eague attorney with a
reassuring confidence about him-- and a WOVAN
ATTORNEY( 30’ s), average, dressed professional.

The woman wal ks in first.
WOVAN ATTORNEY
Ms. Heks, this is our senior
partner, Christian Bowers.
Christian reaches across the table to shake her hand.

CHRI STI AN
Ms. G bbs.

WOVAN ATTORNEY
We think we got what we needed.

She opens a folder and pulls out 8x10 photos. They are the
ones taken outside of Joseph’s hone.
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CHRI STI AN
| think we’re going to win this.

EXT. ELEMENTARY SCHOOL - DAY

PARKI NG LOT

Anni e drives Joseph and the girls in to the school lot to
drop themoff. There are far fewer parents outside the
school .

From t he backseat Lucy pleads with him

LUCY
Daddy, will you please walk ne to
my cl assroom today?

Joseph | ooks at the small crowd of people, dreading a
confrontation with another reporter. Satisfied there are
none, he agrees.

JOSEPH
Ckay honey.

Annie pulls the car in to a parking spot fromthe drop off
poi nt. Joseph gets out as do Jenny and Lucy. He peeks his
head t hrough the wi ndow to Anni e.

JOSEPH
"1l be right back.

ANNI E
kay, then we’'re neeting your
friend Kurt for coffee?

JOSEPH
Ri ght .

Joseph turns to grab the girls’ hands. Jenny has already
wal ked away and is on campus, Lucy is eager to accept.

SCHOOL YARD
Joseph and Lucy wal k to her classroom door. He gives her a
bi g hug.

JOSEPH
Ckay honey, have a good day.

LUCY
You too, |ove you daddy.
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JOSEPH
Love you too.

Joseph rises and turns to wal k away from Lucy. He doesn’t
make it far when a MAN (30’s) in khaki pants and a polo
shirt, looking Iike any other teacher, approaches himwth a
big smle.

VAN
M. Felix?

JOSEPH
Yes?

MAN
Her e.

The man place a fol ded piece of paper in Josephs hand.

MAN ( CONT’ D)
You’ ve been served.

POV: From the di stance Joseph is seen accepting the paper. A
canera shot is taken.

Joseph is perplexed. The man turns and wal ks away.
CUT TO

Joseph wal ks to his car, his sister sees the hurt and pain
in his face. She gets out and goes to him

ANNI E
What, what’s wrong?

Joseph hands her the paper.
JOSEPH
Claire is suing nme for custody of
the girls.
| NT. COFFEE SHOP - DAY

Joseph and Annie walk in to the coffee house to find Kurt
al ready sitting.

Kurt identifies sonmething in Joseph’s face.

KURT
What’' s wong?
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JOSEPH
Claire is suing for custody of the
girls.

ANNI E
She had him served at their school.

KURT
VWhat ? At the school ?

Joseph nods and is trying to maintain his enotions of hurt
and anger. Not crying, but not coherent either.

KURT ( CONT’ D)
Sit down, this ones on ne.

LATER
Joseph, Kurt and Annie are all sitting at the table in the
cof f ee shop.

ANNI E
It’ Il help and maybe we can keep
the girls.

KURT

She’s right Joe, there is no reason
you shoul dn’t have those girls.
You're a good father just on rough
times. Show them that you re doing
what ever it takes and you'll be
okay.

ANNI E
| want you guys to nobve in with
me. | really do. It’s not charity,
it’'s famly.

KURT
There’s nothing wong with charity
ei t her.

Joseph just | ooks between the two of them absorbing their
coments. After taking it in, he responds, |ooking at Annie.

JOSEPH
Thank you.
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| NT. JOSEPH S BEDROOM - NI GHT

Joseph is in his bedroom packi ng, paying special attention
to pictures of himand his wife. He sits, then |ays down on
t he edge of the bed.

| NT. M LI TARY BUNK ROOM AFGHANI STAN - NI GHT ( FLASHBACK)

A four year younger Joseph is lying in bed fast asleep.

CORPCORAL (O S.)
Sarge. Sarge. Sarge!

Joseph wakes with wi de and confused eyes. He turns to | ook
at the man waki ng hi m up.

The Corporal is standing in his Air Force dessert camp work
wear with panic shown on his face.

CORPORAL
Sarge, they said they need to talk
to you.

JOSEPH

Ckay. Now cal m down Cor por al
(he smles)
It Il be okay.

The Corporal’s eyes | ook down, then up again

CORPORAL
It’s not a mal functioning unit
Sarge, it'’s a call fromhone. It’s,
it’s your wife sarge, sonething s
wWr ong.

I NT. JOSEPH S HOUSE - NI GHT ( PRESENT DAY)

BEDROOM
Joseph wakes up and rolls to his side.

He | ooks at a picture of his wife on his nightstand and
speaks to it as if responding to a statenent.

JOSEPH
You' re right.
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MONTAGE - JOSEPH RE- DOUBLES H S EFFORTS
-- Joseph looking for a job, dropping off applications
-- Joseph and the girls packing up the house.

-- Annie driving Joseph around, he is dropping off
appl i cations and picking up new ones.

INT. ANNIE'S CAR - DAY

Anni e and Joseph are in Annie’s car, she’s driving. They are
both sol em.

ANNI E
They’ re your girls, they' Il always
be your girls, no matter what.

JOSEPH
How did | get here? How did | |et
it get this bad, where this was
ever a possibility?

ANNI E
It doesn’t matter, focus on the
future, focus on the girls.

Joseph accepts this in silence.

ANNI E ( CONT’ D)
Of to the courthouse | guess?

| NT. COURTHOUSE - DAY

HALLWAY
Joseph and Annie wait outside the courtroom Kurt wal ks up
to them

KURT
Hey, sorry I'’mlate. What’'s goi ng
on?

ANNI E
Just waiting to get called in.

KURT
(to Joseph)
Wiere’s your attorney?

Joseph stares at Kurt a nonent.
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JOSEPH
Can’'t afford one.

KURT
What ?! Can’t you find one that
would do it for free, or have one
provi ded for you?

ANNI E
That’s only if you get accused of a
crinme. If some witch is trying to
t ake your Kkids away, you’'re on your
own.

A COURT CLERK cones out fromthe courtroomw th a clipboard,
| ooking at it.

COURT CLERK
Fel i x?

Court Clerk |ooks up and around for a respondent.

Joseph begins to wal k towards the clerk when he notices
Claire and Caire’s attorney Christian round the corner.
They don’t acknow edge Joseph, Annie or his friend as they
wal k in ahead of them

The courtroomis |like every courtroom anyone has ever seen
on TV, Joseph pauses, not know ng where to go. By process of
elimnation he goes to the left as Claire and her attorney
occupy the table on the right.

As Joseph wal ks in Annie and Kurt take seats behind Joseph.
They take turns gripping his shoulder in support.

The Court Clerk nods to the BALIFF.

BALI FF
Al rise. Court is nowin session,
t he Honorable G na L. Tridate
pr esi di ng.

JUDCGE TRI DATE (50’s) wal ks in fromthe side of the judges
bench, steps up to her seat and takes it.

JUDGE TRI DATE
(to no one specific)
You nmay be seat ed.
(to the clerk)
kay, what’s first up?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

86.

COURT CLERK
Fel i x, custody hearing. Materna
G andnot her seeking custody of two
femal e m nors, aged twel ve and
nine, on the grounds of clained
unstabl e, unsafe and financi al
depravity in their current
residence. Current custody with the
bi ol ogi cal father.

Annie stirs in her seat. She leans in to Kurt whispering.

Kurt nods

ANNI E
Bi ol ogi cal father? How cold, he's
t hei r daddy!

hi s agreenent of her frustration.

JUDGE TRI DATE
Ckay, it is the normal practice of
this court to nmaintain primary
custody and residence with a
bi ol ogi cal parent, unless, a clear
and present danger, for |ack of
better terms, has been
denonstrated. It’s not just enough
to be "better off".

She uses air quotes to punctuate her |ast words. She then
| ooks at both sides to ensure her point was nade.

Chri sti an

JUDGE TRI DATE( CONT’ D)
kay.
(to Christian)
Counsel or ?

ri ses.

CHRI STI AN
Thank you your honor. We intend to
prove today that not only does a
dire financial situation prevent
M. Felix formproperly caring for
Jenny and Lucy Felix, but that his
reckl essness and past deci sion
hi story al so poses a clear and
present danger that even with
subsi di zed assistance, M. Felix is
unable to maintain a safe
environnent for the girls and they
shoul d therefore be put in the
custody of their materna
grandnot her ny client C aire Heks.
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JUDGE TRI DATE
(to Joseph)
And you are M. Felix?

Joseph st ands.

JOSEPH
Yes your honor.

JUDGE TRI DATE
And you’'re representing yourself?

JCOSEPH
Yes ma’ am

JUDGE TRI DATE
Do you have a statenent in
response?

JOSEPH

Not hi ng prepared your honor. But, |
don’t truly know how we can be
here. I may not be a rich man, but
|"ve never hurt ny children, | take
care of themthe best | can, and
give themall the love |I have to
gi ve. They have a hone, ny sister
has said we can stay with her, and
"1l do what needs to be done to
ensure they are fed.

(he pauses a beat)
| guess, that’'s all | have right
Now.

JUDGE TRI DATE
(to Christian)
Counsel or ?

CHRI STI AN
Thank you your honor, we’'d like to
call ny client Ms. O aire Heks.

CUT TGO

Claire is on the stand. Christian wal ks towards her to ask a
guesti on.

CHRI STI AN
Ms. Heks, why have you brought this
action forward today?

As if on cue, Claire starts to tear up.
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CLAI RE
| love ny grandchildren, and | can
no |l onger stand by while they live
with M. Felix.

Anni e is agitated once again.

ANNI E
(to Kurt)
M. Felix? He's their father.

Anni e’ s whi spered comments reveal ing both anger and hurt.

CLAI RE ( CONT’ D)
| can’t stand by while they're
starving for food, being
mal - nouri shed, mssing their
chil dhood. They aren’t safe there.

CHRI STI AN
Have you ever seen M. Felix
physically harmthe girls in any
way ?

The courtroomfalls silent.

CLAI RE
(sheepishly, as if she's
hol di ng back a secret)
|”ve never seen himhurt the girls.

Anni e junps up.

ANNI E
O course he hasn't!

The judge strikes the gavel.

JUDGE TRI DATE
Order! Any future outbursts and
you' || be renoved.

Anni e sits down, stew ng.

CLAI RE
(to the judge)
That’'s the safe hone ny
gr anddaught ers are supposed to be
goi ng too?

LATER SAME MORNI NG
Christian stands, Claire at her seat next to him

( CONTI NUED)
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CHRI STI AN
Your honor, we’d like to bring Fred
Dryer to the stand.

Joseph is surprised to hear his uncles nane, as are Annie
and Kurt.

Fred, in dramatic showranship, rises and wal ks to his seat.
He is sworn in by the Baliff.
CHRI STI AN

M. Dryer, M. Felix is currently
in financial debt to you, is that

correct?
FRED
Yes.
CHRI STI AN
And how nuch does he owe you?
FRED
$63, 234
CHRI STI AN

This was when M. Felix was under
the inpression that he was to cone
intomllions fromthe lottery
right?

FRED
Yes.

CHRI STI AN
Did you know he was allow ng his
daughter to ganbl e?

Joseph is appalled, he flattens his hands on the table to
regain control, turning themwhite in the process.

Anni e and Kurt are about to yell out when they contain
t hensel ves.

JUDGE TRI DATE
M. Baker, M. Felix has not been
charged with a crine so therefore
won't allow reference to such to be
used in this case.

CHRI STI AN
Apol ogi es your honor.
(back to Fred)

( MORE)
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CHRI STI AN (cont’ d)
| retract the question. Did you, at
that time, have any indication he
was not going to receive the noney.

FRED
No, for the first tine in years,
actual Iy thought he was good for
it.

CHRI STI AN
Has M. Felix ever asked you for
noney before?

FRED
Ch yeah, lots of tines.

Christian wal ks back over to the desk and picks up a file.
He brings it back over towards the wi tness stand. He
extracts a sheet of paper.

CHRI STI AN
Can you tell ne what this is?
FRED
It’s a copy of an email | got from
Joey, uh, M. Felix.
CHRI STI AN
Wul d you read this email to us
pl ease.
FRED
"Fred, | know | asked a coupl e of
nont hs ago for a few bucks, but I
don’t know what else to do, |I’'ve

got nothing left."

CHRI STI AN
Did you | oan him any.

FRED
| felt like if I did, it wouldn't
be used properly.

JUDGE TRI DATE
Pl ease answer yes or no.

FRED
No.

( CONTI NUED)
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CHRI STI AN
Way not ?

A sly look back to Caire as if to say "see, worked it back
in."

FRED
| didn't think it would really
hel p, he’d just ask for nore the
next week. WAsn’t going to do
anyone any good.

CHRI STI AN
You heard the Judge say that
financi al chal |l enges al one doesn’t
mean the children shouldn’'t be with
their father.

Fred nods, he did.

CHRI STI AN ( CONT’ D)
Does he provide a secure hone?

FRED
Couldn’t tell you, never invited
over.

CHRI STI AN

Has he ever hurt the children.

Fred takes in a deep breath, then drops his head in slight
shane.

The room qui ets agai n.

FRED
(in a sonmewhat accusatory
t one)
He woul d never invite me over...

Joseph stands up angry and hurt.
JOSEPH
What is she paying you to say
t hi s?!
The Judge bangs her gavel.

JUDGE TRI DATE
Order M. Felix, order.

Kurt and Annie try to cal m hi mdown from behind.

( CONTI NUED)
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JUDGE TRI DATE

(to Fred)
But since he has no council, |
woul d |i ke to ask you, M. Dryer,
have you been given or prom sed any
form of conpensation for your
testi nony. Renmenber, you are under
oat h.

Fred starts to sweat. He | ooks anxiously at Claire, who is
st one.

JUDGE TRI DATE
M. Dryer?

FRED
They... they told ne Joey’ s debt
woul d be taken care of.

The courtroomgets loud with chatter
The Judge bangs her gavel.

JUDGE TRI DATE
Order! M. Dryer, you are excused.

Fred stands and works to escape quickly.
The Judge commrents on Fred's departure.

JUDGE TRI DATE( CONT’ D)
Best not hope the DA s office reads
today’s transcripts.

JOSEPH
s that it?

JUDGE TRI DATE

No M. Felix, this isn't a crimnal
i nvestigation where we stop because
of a legal technicality, there are
kids lives at stake here. W w |
conti nue.

(now to Christian)
But tread lightly. W' Il break for
[ unch.

She bangs her gavel.
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I NT. COURTHOUSE CAFETERI A - DAY

Joseph is sits at a small table in the court’s cafeteri a.
Hi s head down, |ost and def eat ed.

Anni e and Kurt walk up with a tray each, Kurt carrying a
third with options for Joseph. He slides it in front of
Joseph who doesn’t nove.

Anni e just |ooks at Kurt, she too is lost and feeling
def eat ed.

Kurt sits down.

KURT
I, I tried Charlie and ny boss
agai n. Not hing there.

Joseph doesn’t nove.
Anni e sits. She remains upset then gathers her thoughts.

ANNI E
Hey. Knock it off bro.

Joseph sits up, surprised at her attitude.

ANNI E ( CONT’ D)
| seemto renenber a cool headed
Air Force Sergeant who was calm
under pressure and would attack any
situation knowi ng he was going to
find the solution.

JOSEPH
This is a little different.

ANNI E
Real ly? | don't think it is. You
told me the key to crisis
managenent was al ways confi dence.

JOSEPH
Something |'’mlacking at the
nonent .

ANNI E
Ch, | thought you cared about the
girls.

Joseph flashes frustration and pain. H's voice reflects
t his.

( CONTI NUED)
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JOSEPH
How can you say sonething |ike
that? You know | d do anything for
those girls!

ANNI E
Are you their best option? Are you
t he person they should be with?
WIIl you take care of those girls?

JOSEPH
O course.
ANNI E
You will? Do you believe it?
JOSEPH
Yes.
ANNI E

Are you sure.

JOSEPH
(his voice getting | ouder and
nore confident)

Yes!
ANNI E
You're sure? You' re confident?
JOSEPH
YES!
ANNI E
Wy ?
JOSEPH
Because |'mtheir father.
ANNI E
And?
JOSEPH
And | | ove them
ANNI E
And?
JOSEPH

And | will take care of them and
give them nore | ove than anyone
el se ever could. They will never
want for |ove, food or shelter.

( CONTI NUED)
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ANNI E
Are you sure!?

JOSEPH
Yes!

ANNI E

Are you sure?

Joseph takes in a deep breath and gives her the strongest
nost confident | ook he has ever given to another person.

| NT. COURTHOUSE - DAY

Joseph, Annie and Kurt all walk back in to the courtroom and
take their previous seats.

BALI FF
Al rise.

They do. Judge Tridate enters and sits.

JUDGE TRI DATE
You nay be seated. Cerk?

COURT CLERK
Resuming fam |y custody case for
Fel i x.

JUDGE TRI DATE
(to Christian)
Counsel or ?

CHRI STI AN
We’'d like to have M. Felix on the
stand your honor.

JUDGE TRI DATE
(to Joseph)
M. Felix?

Joseph | ooks back at Annie and Kurt. He notices soneone in
t he back of the courtroom recognition. Wiere has he seen
hi m bef ore? Joseph | ooks forward agai n.

JOSEPH
Yes your honor.

CUT TGO

Joseph is now on the w tness stand.

( CONTI NUED)
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CHRI STI AN
Do you have a current nonthly
sal ary?
JOSEPH
Right now I'm..
CHRI STI AN
Yes or no pl ease.
JOSEPH
No.
CHRI STI AN
Do you have any savings, any liquid
assets?
JOSEPH
Wll, | have ny aunt’s. ..
CHRI STI AN
Yes or no?
JOSEPH
No.
CHRI STI AN

Do you own your own hone, your own
car or your own business that has
any nmaterial assets worth over

$1, 000.

JOSEPH
No. But |I...

CHRI STI AN
You’ ve answer ed.
(pauses to conplete his
control)
M. Felix, do you have any debt?

JOSEPH
Vell, I...

JUDGE TRI DATE
Speci fics Counsel or.

CHRI STI AN
Do you owe ot her people or
conpani es nore than $50, 000
conbi ned?

( CONTI NUED)
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JOSEPH
Yes.

CHRI STI AN
Now, the judge has nmade it clear
that financial stability, or a
clear lack there of, does not nake
you or living with you a clear and
present danger to the stability of
your children. But...

He wal ks back to his table and grabs a file then wal ks back
to the witness stand. He pulls out a single sheet of paper,
he carefully hands it to Joseph.

CHRI STI AN ( CONT’ D)
Coul d you please read ne the titl
of this report at the top of this
page?

e

Joseph | ooks at it and does so.

JOSEPH
Departnent of Child Protective
Services: Honme Visit Summary Report

CHRI STI AN
Wul d you read the last two
sent ences pl ease?

Joseph reads themto hinself first.

JOSEPH
That’'s not fair, the details say...

CHRI STI AN
Pl ease read the requested section.

Joseph | ooks to the judge for guidance, she nods her
approval to do so.

JOSEPH
Legal guardi an, father, appears to
have [imted resources and
appear ance of outdated food and
ot her perishables has created a
nutritional deficiency and danger.

CHRI STI AN

(1 ooking to the Judge)
A danger .

( CONTI NUED)
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98.
JOSEPH
But it also says...
CHRI STI AN
You've read it already, we’'ll nove

on.
overrules Christian w thout saying those words.

JUDGE TRI DATE
Go ahead M. Feli x.

JOSEPH
It al so says "Father appears to be
W t hout sustai nabl e i ncone but not
wi thout intent to care and provide.
Reconmend assi stance and support
services to ensure mai ntenance of
on-goi ng residence and nutrition."

CHRI STI AN
And you’ ve had years to do this M.
Fel i x. You have no pernmanent
resi dence. .

JOSEPH
| do now, we do now. ..

CHRI STI AN
You’' ve been too stubborn to take
hel p.

JOSEPH
| let ny pride get in ny way, but I
understand taking care of the girls
IS nore inportant...

CHRI STI AN
And you have no j ob.

JOSEPH
But | conti nue..

MAN (O S.)
Yes, he does.

n the court turns to see the director of the

veterans charity Charles G ant stand up fromthe back row of
the courtroomw th a piece of paper in his hand.

CHARLES GRANT
He does have a job your honor. My
| approach the bench?
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JUDGE TRI DATE
(wavi ng hi m up)
Cone here.

Charl es Grant approaches the bench.

CHRI STI AN
Your honor, | object.

JUDGE TRI DATE
Not ed.
(to Charles Grant)
And you are?

CHARLES GRANT
Charles Grant, Executive D rector
of VetHi re Sacranmento. In ny hand
is an offer letter for M. Felix,
assum ng he accepts, he does have a
j ob.

CHRI STI AN
An enpl oynment agency is hardly...

CHARLES GRANT

W' re not an enpl oynent agency, but
that isn't the point. Wre
offering M. Felix a job working
for us, as our I T Manager. It’s not
going to make himrich, but he wll
be able to provide for his famly,
and we’re happy to w thhold sone
wages for his debts as well.

(staring down Christian)
W' re understanding |ike that.

Judge Tridate takes the paper and reviews it. She then hands
it to Joseph who takes it and reviews it.

JUDGE TRI DATE
M. Felix, will you be accepting
M. Gant’s offer.

Joseph i s overwhel ned, but manages an affirnmative nod.

JOSEPH
Yes.
(now sm |ingQ)
Yes | will.

CHRI STI AN
Your honor | object.
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JUDGE TRI DATE

Noted. (to Joseph) M. Felix, there
have been sone valid concerns
brought forth today, but | also
feel there is no imedi ate safety
i ssue or danger and that you are
willing and capable of care. (to
the room) |"mordering we re-review
this case in 90 days.

(to Joseph)
Mai nt ai n your happy home, work this
j ob and provide for your girls.

JOSEPH
Yes na’ am

She bangs the gavel .

Joseph gets up, wal ks up to Charles Grant and shakes his
hand wi th ent husi asm

Anni e and Kurt get up and enbrace in excitenent, as they
pull apart, their eyes catch in a new way.

Claire packs up her itens in defeat.

HALLWAY
Joseph and Charles Grant wal k out fromthe courtroom Joseph
goes to shake Charles’ hand again.

JOSEPH
Thank you for betting on ne.

CHARLES GRANT
Oh, | don’t ganble. You re a sure
t hi ng.

Joseph | ooks puzzl ed.

CHARLES GRANT ( CONT' D)
My good friend, Colonel Gey, US
Arny retired, told ne about you. He
shared with ne what happened the
ni ght he called on you to stop what
coul d have been..

Charles | eans in and whi spers.

CHARLES GRANT (CONT’ D)
a very unfortunate incident.
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I NT. FLI GHT CONTRCL ROOM - NI GHT ( FLASHBACK)

CONTI NUATI ON OF PRI OR FLI GHT CONTROL ROOM FLASHBACK
Lt. Col. G ey stares down Joseph.

Joseph acknow edges the stare.

JOSEPH
Sir, I'’ve got this.

Joseph sits down at a control panel. He begins to type and
wor k the panel.

The m ssile timer now reads "00: 02: 54: 12".

A red rotating bubble Iight goes of in the corner. An
audi bl e ALARM follows it.

LT. COLONEL GREY
Ser geant ?

Joseph cal mand col |l ected, ignores him
The mssile timer now reads "00:02: 12: 47".

The others in the roomstart to show their panic. Sweat
beadi ng, angui shed gl ances to each other.

A PRI VATE in the back leans in to the corporal

PRI VATE

What happens if this doesn’t work?
CORPORAL

You'll wish you joined the coast

guard.

LT. COLONEL GREY ( CONT' D)
Sergeant Felix?

Joseph remai ns the one cal maspect of this otherw se
pani cked and chaotic scene.

The m ssile tinmer now reads "00"01:51: 32".

Lt. Col. Gey stares at the tiner.

Joseph | ooks at the nonitor screen and punches at the
control panel with the detached focus of a court

st enographer. He | ooks to the countdown tinmer and nods.
The countdown tiner shows "00:01: 34: 51", and stops.

The room erupts in joy.
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| NT. COURTHOUSE - DAY ( PRESENT DAY)

HALLWAY
Charles Grant speaks as if he had just recounted the story
to Joseph.

CHARLES GRANT
| figure, any man who can handle a
situation |li ke the one Col onel G ey
described to ne, in the way you
did, can surely handle our little
pr obl ens.

Joseph smiles in a hunbl ed fashion.

EXT. COURTHOUSE - DAY
Anni e and Joseph wal ks down the courthouse steps.

JOSEPH
Can you go get the girls, let them
know they get to stay wi th daddy
and that he got a job?

ANNI E
kay, but where are you goi ng?

EXT. CEMETERY - DAY
Joseph is kneeling in front of his wife s headstone again.

JOSEPH

(to the headstone/ grave)
Vell, I’msure you saw what
happened. Not even you angels in
heaven coul d have m ssed the story
of the wi dowed father of two who
won, then lost the lottery, on a
technicality.

Joseph pauses and | ooks around, then back to the grave with
atearful smle

JOSEPH ( CONT’ D)
But I knew you wouldn't let it end
like that, | knew you d find a way
to save us. The nice fol ks at the
vet erans support charity, turns out
t hey needed a new I T manager and
woul dn’t you know it, they
understand the inportance of taking

( MORE)
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JOSEPH (CONT’ D) (cont’d)
time off to care for an 11l spouse.
Especially a veteran doi ng so.

Joseph pauses agai n.

Joseph sm

JOSEPH ( CONT’ D)
My sister’s going to let us live in
her travel trailer. It’s not nuch,
but it’s better than being on the
street. Renenber our first
apartnent? They called it a studio,
we called it a closet with running
wat er, but we were together. That’s
all I really cared about then, it’s
what | care about now. | reali ze,
if we hadn’t had our story on TV
and if | hadn’t gone through what |
went through, that veterans charity
woul d not have heard about ne. |
know you had your hand in that, so
thank you. It all happened for a
reason. .

les a know ng smle.

JOSEPH ( CONT’ D)
Most people | ose the lottery and
not hi ng happens. | |ose the
|ottery, and get a job out of it.
That’'s the only way | can | ook at
it. And for that, I'mtruly
t hankf ul .

I NT. JOSEPH S HOUSE - DAY

Joseph picks up a packed box inside his living room

The doorbell rings.

Joseph approaches the door and | ooks through the peephol e.

JOSEPH
Wio is it?

FRANK (O S.)
My nane is Frank Roberts, M.
Fel i x.

JOSEPH

No nore intervi ews.
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FRANK (O S.)
" mnot with the nedia M. Felix,
I"mw th Ryers, Manson and Trut
Att or neys.

JOSEPH
| got the eviction notice, we're
working on it, please, just give us

FRANK
This isn’t regarding your home M.
Fel i x.

Joseph | ooks anxi ous.

JOSEPH
What’' s this regarding then?

FRANK (O S.)
Your life insurance claim

Joseph opens the door and stares at Frank.

JOSEPH
My what ?

Frank reaches in to his briefcase and pulls out a nmanila
envel ope. He hands it to Joseph.

FRANK
Your life insurance claim for your
wi fe’s passing.

JOSEPH
W didn't have life insurance.

FRANK
It appears to be through her work.
Sorry it took this long to process,
but due to the extra riders she
selected, it took |onger than
normal to verify. Plus, the policy
is quite old. That's part of the
reason why it took so I ong.

Joseph | ooks at a check that was inside the envel ope.
| NSERT - CHECK
The anount is for somewhat nore than $1 million.

BACK TO JOSEPH
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Joseph | ooks up at Frank, tears start to cone down his face.
Frank | ooks sonmewhat sheepi sh.

FRANK
I’'m 1I’msorry for your |oss. Good
day.

Joseph wal ks back inside of his house. H's daughters are
bri ngi ng out boxes.

JOSEPH
Set those down girls, we're
st ayi ng.
LUCY
Real | y?
JOSEPH
Real |y.

Hi s daughters drop their boxes and run and hug him He hugs
t hem back, tears of joy stream ng down his face. He | ooks up
to the heavens and nout hs "thank you"

THE END



