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FADE | N:
I NT. CHARLES HOVE - LIVING ROOM - DAY

A worn-down Zenith TV holds the attention of 12-year-old
TASHA CHARLES (Bl ack). She's the very definition of tween.

OPRAH
Have you ever perceived yourself as
being weird in any way?

PRI NCE
Yeabh.

OPRAH
Yeah?

PRI NCE

Yeah. Understand, everything's
relative. Not weird to ne.

OPRAH
And you're living in Mnneapolis, of
all places.

PRI NCE
M nneapolis, yeah. | wll always
live in M nneapolis.
OPRAH
You wi Il always |ive here? Wy?
PRI NCE
It's so cold, it keeps the bad people

out .
The interview FAST FORWARDS a few seconds. Plays again.

OPRAH
Ckay, so people think you're strange.
They think you're weird. Wat do
you want themto know?

Prince - excuse nme, The Artist Fornmerly Known As Prince -
pauses for a beat.

PRI NCE
The nusi c.

The sound of the FRONT DOOR openi ng breaks Tasha's trance.
She ejects the VHS | abel ed "TAFKAP", hides it under a couch
cover, turns off the tv and tip toes her way to



I NT. CHARLES HOVE - KI TCHEN - DAY
SUPER: SUMVER 1997

Modest. Confortable. Replete with the trappings of
yesteryear, faded wall paper and all.

Tasha sneaks past her nother, LORRAINE (Bl ack), early 40s.
Dressed in nurse scrubs, Lorraine nods in and out of sleep
at the kitchen table, while "tal king" on the phone.

Tasha noves to the sink full of dirty dishes. Pretends to
wash as TARI Q (Black), 15, enters. He sports a wave cap and
a Bone Thugs N Harnmony t-shirt.

Tasha rushes Tariq for the PLASTIC BAG in his hands. Before
she can retrieve the Ebony nmagazine with PRINCE s sexy nug
on the cover fromthe bag, Tariq grabs it and dangles it
above his head.

TARI Q

Kiss ny Converse and it's yours.
TASHA

Quit playing, Tarigq.
TARI Q

Kiss 'em
Tasha makes it clear she won't be doing that.
TARI Q (CONT' D)

(re: magazi ne)
You nust not really | ove your boy.

TASHA
Take that back!
TARI Q
Then Kiss. M. Converse.
TASHA
|"ma tell Mommy you're pl ayi ng Shonuff
agai n.
TARI Q
Go ahead, fool. She can't hear you.

Tasha reaches for the magazine again. Tariq holds it up
hi gher .

TASHA
Ugh, | hate you!

The "h" word does the trick. Lorraine wakes with a qui ckness.



LORRAI NE
VWhat did | tell you about using that
wor d?

TASHA
But --

LORRAI NE

Uh uh. You know what to do.
Tasha reluctantly renoves a DOLLAR BILL from her pocket.

TASHA
(hesi tant)
Tariqg started it!

LORRAI NE
Tasha?

She hands the dollar to her brother. Tariqg happily accepts
it.
LORRAI NE ( CONT' D)

Thank you. Wat were you two carrying
on about anyway?

Tasha positions herself in front of the magazine, bl ocking
it fromher nother's view Lorrai ne needn't know the real
cause of their skirm sh

TARI Q
Li ke Tasha needs a reason.

TERRENCE CHARLES (Bl ack) 45, the nerdy head of the house,
enters. He heads for the phone, like so nmuch habit.

TERRENCE
(on phone)
Let nme have her call you back

Terrence hangs up the phone.

TERRENCE ( CONT' D)
(to Kkids)
| can hear you two all the way
downst airs, which nmeans ny patients
can hear you, too.

TARI Q
Nobody' s even down there.

LORRAI NE
Not at the nonment but now that your
father's working from hone, y'al

( MORE)



LORRAI NE ( CONT' D)
need to learn how to nake friends
w th peace and quiet.

TERRENCE
VWhat's all the fuss anyway?

LORRAI NE
You know your kids, Terrence. Al ways
fighting over sonething.

TARI Q
In the famous words of not Prince,
"I"'ma lover, not a fighter."

TASHA
Tariqg started it.

TARI Q
How many tinmes you gonna recycle
that tired |line?

TASHA
When you stop starting shi...schtuff.

TERRENCE
(to Lorraine)
Tell me the summer's al nbst over.

LORRAI NE
| would but | try not tolie to ny
husband.

Lorrai ne and Terrence kiss - and not the pecking kind. The
enbarrassing to your Kkids kind.

TASHA
Could y'all maybe not do that at ny
bi rt hday party?

LORRAI NE
Oh. 1'msorry, honey.

Lorraine kisses Terrence again - this tine, with tongue.

LORRAI NE ( CONT' D)
That better?

TASHA
You di sgust ne.
TERRENCE
Bl ack love is alive and well, Tasha.

Don't let anyone tell you otherw se.



TASHA
Y all don't really have to be at ny
party.

LORRAI NE
And | eave a bunch of horny teens to
horn for thenselves? | don't think
Sso.

TERRENCE

You two have been cooped up in the
house all day. Wy don't you go
out si de and pl ay?

TARI Q
"Play?" That's cute, Pops.

Tariq accidentally drops the Ebony magazi ne. Peeping the
cover, Lorraine throws a disapproving | ook at Tasha.

Tariqg picks the '"zine up. He and Tasha nmake their exit,
entering the

LI VI NG ROOM
Tasha gut punches Tariqg, grabs the nag and runs to
| NT. TASHA' S BEDROOM - CONTI NUOQUS

Tasha shuts the | ockless door, sits on the floor and pushes
her back against the door to keep it cl osed.

Tariq tries to push his way in but it's no use.

TARIQ (O.S.)
You' re wel cone, banmmma!

Seconds later, H P HOP blares fromTariq's room Tasha is
finally safe.

Now, we see her roomin its entirety. Purple walls. A
provocative Prince poster hangs promnently. 1t'd be a Prince
shrine if her nother would allow it.

Tasha noves to her dresser, opens the top drawer and retrieves
sonething fromthe very back: Prince's Emancipation 3 disc
al bum

A 1997 cal endar hangs above the dresser. Two days in the
current nonth (June) bear inportance: "My 13th Birthday" and
days later, "Prince Concert!"

At her desk, Tasha listens to one of the Cds in her discman
while cutting out Prince pictures fromthe Ebony magazi ne.
She gl ues the pictures onto Bl RTHDAY PARTY | NVI TATI ONS.



| NT. CHARLES HOUSE - FOYER - DAY

Birthday invitations in tow, Tasha, now wearing honmenmade
dai sy dukes, laces up her roller skates. Lorraine approaches.

LORRAI NE
Un uh. | know you're not going
outside in themrags you're passing
of f as shorts.

TASHA
Ckay?

LORRAI NE
It's not a trick question, Tasha.
Go change.

TASHA

Can | get a birthday gift clue first?

LORRAI NE
You want to know the quickest way to
get on your nother's nerves today?

Tasha sighs. She knows her nother's not playing.
LORRAI NE ( CONT' D)
Here's a clue: quit trying to be so
gr own!
EXT. SUBURBAN MARYLAND - DAY

A tree-lined street populated with ranblers. Tasha roller
skates in the mddle of the idle street.

QUI CK CUTS

- Tasha rings a doorbell. She places an invitation in the
tear of a screen door

- Tasha kisses an invitation addressed to Christian. She
places it in the mail box of a ranbler house.

- BRIELLE (Bl ack), 15 going on grown, opens the invitation
addressed to her brother, Christian. She rolls her eyes.

- More DOORBELLS. A few KNOCKS on doors. | nvitation
invitation, invitation.

EXT. BONI FANT HOUSE - DAY
The front door is open, as it usually is.

Tasha skates up to the house. She eyes a PINK CRU SER w apped
in a bow perched by the door.



| NT. BONI FANT HOUSE - DAY

MRS. BONI FANT (Bl ack, 50), a beautiful and inpeccably dressed
woman, sits on the couch, snoking a cigarette. She |ooks
l ost in thought. Her back faces Tasha.

TASHA
H, Ms. Bonifant. Ni ce bi ke.

M's. Bonifant doesn't respond. Sonmething is off and Tasha
can feel it. She waits a beat before noving toward the
stairs.

TASHA ( CONT' D)
"1l see nyself upstairs.

Still no response as Tasha clinbs out of view

| NT. ANG E' S BEDROOM - DAY

Luxurious, especially for a kid, but ANG E BON FANT (Bl ack),
13 with Afro puffs, only counts the pictures on her walls as

precious collateral - PERM and RELAXER magazi ne ads, of
beauti ful Black girls and wonen.

TASHA
Good day, bad day?

ANG E
Bad day.

TASHA
" m sorry.

I nstead of offering a response, Angie draws her attention to
the birthday party invitation in her hand and the Prince

i mge pasted on it. "SLAVE' is witten on Prince's face.

ANG E

He goes by "Sl ave" now?
TASHA

It's a declaration of emancipation.
ANG E

Pretty sure that's not what we | earned

in history class. | don't know,

Tosh. It's a tough sell.
TASHA

So is project silky silky snooth,

but you don't see ne over here killing

your no-|lye dreans.



ANG E
It's project PCJ. Keep up.

TASHA
We're getting those Prince tickets.
Trust.

ANG E

W? [t's we now?

TASHA
Wio else would | go with?

A beat as Angi e stares Tasha down.

TASHA ( CONT' D)
Grl, please. M parents woul d rather
| ock me up forever and ever, Anen,
than et me go anywhere with a real

live boy.

ANG E
You nean, a boy who's not your
br ot her.

TASHA

Never mnd all that. Wy didn't you
tell me you got a new bike?

ANG E
It just cane today. M dad sent it.

TASHA
Does that nean he's back?

ANG E
| don't know but as you can see, he
ain't here.

A beat .

ANG E ( CONT' D)
Sorry if ny nomserved an attitude.
She gets like this whenever we hear
fromhim

TASHA
Don't apol ogi ze. Strategize! Help
me pick out ny birthday | ook?

Tasha picks up Angie's Pol aroid 600 canera and hands it to
her. She points and clicks as Tasha poses.



TASHA ( CONT' D)
Prince tickets for ne?! You shouldn't
have.
CLI CK

ANG E
How about, "lI'mtotally surprised
but this is what | asked for, so I'm
only pretending to be surprised.”
Tasha strikes that pose. CLICK

ANG E ( CONT' D)
G ve ne tears of joy.

Tasha fake cries tears of joy. CLICK

ANG E ( CONT' D)
Now party like it's 1999!

Tasha dances up a storm CLICK CLICK CLICK

TASHA
Qur lives are gonna change this
sumer .

ANG E
Prom se?

Angi e holds up her pinky finger. Tasha lifts hers up and
t hey pinky swear.

TASHA
Prom se.

| NT. CHARLES HOUSE - DI NI NG ROOM - NI GHT
The Charles famly chows down.
LORRAI NE

You know what | heard on the way
home? A new song by that Kevin.

Kevi n Canmpbel | .

TARI Q
Tevin, nom

LORRAI NE
What ?

TARI Q

H s name is Tevin.

LORRAI NE
Isn't that what | sai d?



10.

TARI Q
You said Kevin with a "k." It's Tevin
wtha"t."
LORRAI NE
VWhat he is, is a nice young nman.
You still like him don't you, Tosh?
TASHA
| nmean, | guess.

Lorrai ne exchanges a pleasant | ook with Terrence.

LORRAI NE
Good to know.
TASHA
(re: her parents'
| ook)
No. No. Please don't.
TERRENCE
Don't what ?
TASHA
Get ne his al bum
LORRAI NE
W won't, not when the radio is free
99.
TASHA

Good, 'cause | already told you what
| want for ny birthday: tickets to
see The Artist Formerly Known As
Prince.

LORRAI NE
| thought you were joking.

TASHA
Do you know ne at all?

LORRAI NE
That man's nusic with his sexed up
lyrics and nasty songs, is
I nappropriate and nasty.

TARI Q
You said nasty tw ce.

TASHA
He's an arti st.
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LORRAI NE
He's a growmn man with a perm

TASHA
Dad?!

Tasha turns to her dad; gives hima "do sonething"” | ook

TERRENCE

How was work | ast night, honey?
TARI Q

(relieved)

Thank you.
LORRAI NE

You don't want to know.
TERRENCE

That bad?
LORRAI NE

One of ny patient's - you know t he
kind - had the nerve to ask ne how
to spell her baby's name. Naned it
Teaqui neat hea or sonet hi ng.

TERRENCE
By ny count that makes, what, 10
this nonth al one?

TARI Q
Whoawhoawhoa, you nean there's 10
babi es out there with that ugly nanme?

LORRAI NE
The 10th teenage girl to deliver at
the hospital this nonth.

TARI Q
Oh. Right.
LORRAI NE
It's an epidemc. |It's like there's

sonething in the water.

Tasha is about to drink fromher glass of water, but she
deci des against it after hearing her nom

TASHA
So... can | go to the concert?

TARI Q
Dang, Tosh. Don't you ever give up?
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TASHA
Was | talking to you?
LORRAI NE
Don't make ne say it again.
TARI Q
(to parents)
Can | tell her already?
(off their confusion)
Please let nme just tell her.

Tariq turns to Tasha.

TARI Q ( CONT' D)
You know you were adopted, right?

TASHA
| hate you

| NT. TERRENCE' S STUDY - N GHT

A study that doubles as an office. Psychol ogy degrees cover
the walls. Books and magazi nes on the subject take up the
rest of the space. A desktop conputer sits prom nently.

Tasha and Tariq are seated on an old couch that's seen better
days. They wait as Terrence presses the PLAY button on the
VCR

TASHA
| said | was sorry.

TERRENCE
| heard you. So did Tariq.

TASHA
So why am | the only one apol ogi zi ng?

TERRENCE
Hunmor ne, please. And don't even
t hi nk about |eaving this roomuntil
the tape is finished.

TARI Q
What if we have to pee?

TERRENCE
Do you have to pee?

TARI Q
Not right now.

TERRENCE
Then don't worry about it.
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Wth that out of the way, Terrence | ocks the cabi net where
the tv and VCR rest, presses play and | eaves the room

YANNI LI VE AT THE ACROPOLIS fills the TV screen.
TARI Q

Joke's on him | actually Iike Yann

now. Sanpled hi mand everyt hi ng.
Tasha is less than thrilled.
EXT. CHARLES HOUSE - FRONT STEPS - N GHT
Tariq sits on the steps, witing in a black and white
conposition book. This, while staring at the house across
the street. He doesn't hear Tasha sneak up on him

TASHA
What chu doi ng?

Spooked, Tariq quickly shuts his conposition book.

TARI Q
Damm, Tasha! Don't sneak up on ne
i ke that.

TASHA

You're witing a song about her,
aren't you? She don't wanna hear
your whack rhynes, Tariq.

TARI Q

Shoul dn't you be in bed?
TASHA

It's 9:00.
TARI Q

That' s when annoyi ng ass sisters
named Tasha go to sleep

TASHA
It's not ny fault Brielle' s out of
your | eague.

TARI Q
And Christian's not?

TASHA
Ugh, | --

TARI Q

" msorry, what?
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TASHA
| said, | can't stand your punk as..

Tariq holds his hand out, ready for a crisp dollar bill.
Tasha gestures | ocking her nmouth and throw ng away the key.
She | eaves Tariqgq by his lonesone. He returns to witing in
hi s conposition book.

| NT. TASHA' S BEDROOM - NI GHT

Tasha tries her hardest to ignore the expletive-laced hip
hop blaring fromTariq's roomas she marks an "X' on her
cal endar. One day closer to her birthday.

She then pins the Pol aroids that Angie took next to her Prince
poster.

TASHA
(to poster)
Good ni ght, Prince.

A beat before Tasha BANGS on the wall. The mnusic grows
| ouder.

EXT. THE HORI ZON - DAY

The sun rises and sets several tines over
| NT. TASHA' S BEDROOM - DAY

CLOSE ON

Tasha's wall CALENDAR, filled with "X""s popul ate up until
June 15, the day before her birthday.

EXT. CHARLES HOUSE - DAY

The finest paper boy that ever lived, CHRI STIAN (Bl ack, 15),
rides by on his bike.

Tasha, standing just outside the open door, |ocks eyes with
him Tinme al nost stops. Christian throws The Washi ngton
Post in her direction. TWACK! It lands snack dab in Tasha's
face, but he doesn't notice.

TASHA
Ni ce t hrow

Tasha pi cks up the newspaper
TASHA ( CONT' D)

(to self)
Ni ce throw? Ugh



I NT. CHARLES HOUSE - KI TCHEN - DAY

Tasha sits next to the PHONE, willing it to ring.

grow s loudly. Terrence reads the newspaper.

TERRENCE
Starving yourself isn't going to
make the phone ring any faster.

TASHA
Don't be dramatic, Daddy.

The phone RINGS. Tasha SCREAMS with excitenent.
hersel f before answering.

TASHA ( CONT' D)
(on phone)
Purple Party Hotline, who's calling?
A beat .
TASHA ( CONT' D)
(to Terrence)
It's for you.
Terrence answers the phone.

Tari g enters.

TARI Q
(re: phone)
| got next.
TASHA
Nope.
TARI Q
' Scuse you?
TASHA
| need the line open, Tariq. |I'm

expecting calls.

TARI Q
You gonna be waiting a long tine.

Terrence finishes his call.

TERRENCE
| just got a referral for a new
client.

TASHA

Tariq's trying to hold up the phone
on pur pose.

15.

Her stomach

She conposes



16.

TERRENCE
Cool, Dad. That's great.
Congr at ul ati ons.

TASHA
Daddy, this is serious.

TERRENCE
What' s the probl em now?

TARI Q
Peopl e have better things to do than
RSVP to your |ane party.

TERRENCE

How many people did you invite?
TASHA

20...5. 307
TARI Q

You don't even know that many peopl e.
TASHA

| only turn 13 once.
TERRENCE

For which your nother and | are very

grateful.

Lorrai ne enters.

LORRAI NE

VWhat are we grateful for?

TASHA
Your bel oved, precious daughter.
And 30 of her closest friends.
(off Lorraine's |ook)
"' mvery popul ar.

A beat as Tarig waits for one of his parents to junp in.
TARI Q
You're just gonna let her lie like
t hat ?
| NT. TARI Q S BEDROOM - DAY
Hi p hop nusic bl ares.

The roomis nmessy, except for the space reserved for Tariq's
"studi 0" - nanely, a keyboard and an MPC pl ayer.
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Over the nusic, Tariq sonehow hears a | oud BANG on the door
He cracks the door open.

TARI Q
Go away.

TASHA
| have sonet hing you want.

Tariq cl oses the door on Tasha.

TASHA ( CONT' D)
(yell s over nmusic)

Fine, 1'll tell Brielle not to cone
to nmy party!
Tariq stops the music. H's door swings open. In walks Tasha.
TARI Q

" m|istening.

TASHA
There's good news and there's better
news. The good news? Brielle's
comng to ny party.

TARI Q
Cool cool cool

TASHA
The better news, you can have for
free. | think | know what nom and

dad got ne for ny birthday.

Those were the wong words. Tariq attenpts to push Tasha
out of his room but she refuses to | eave.

TASHA ( CONT' D)
But maybe you know for sure?

TARI Q
Here's what | know. you're a bammafied
bama.

TASHA

(on fake phone)
Hey Brielle, did you know ny brother
| eaves dookie streaks in his briefs?

TARI Q
You wouldn't. You don't have the
bal | s.

TASHA

Try nme.
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A staring match ensues. Tariq is the first to break.

TAR Q
| don't know, okay! Mm and dad
woul d never trust nme with that intel

TASHA
You're right.

TARI Q
They already said no. Just take the
"I and nove on.

TASHA
Do you renenber that tinme you begged
Mommy and Daddy for a Sega Genesis?
You opened all of your gifts then
had a fit cause you thought they
didn't get you one. Then you found
out Daddy hid it behind the couch?

TARI Q
1990. Best Chri stmas ever.

TASHA
A girl can dream

TARI Q
You know what? There was one thing
they told ne.

TASHA
Yeah?

TARI Q
You' re adopt ed.

Tari q pushes Tasha out of his room
| NT. BASEMENT - JUST OUTSI DE TERRENCE' S STUDY - DAY

Bored, Tasha sits outside of her father's study. Her ear is
close to the door. She listens in on a therapy session.

I NT. KITCHEN - DAY

Tasha sits by the phone, willing it toring. It doesn't.
CUT TGO
Hours |l ater, worry strewn across her face, Tasha still sits.

The phone barely RINGS. She answers it wth a quickness.
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TASHA
(on phone)
Purple party hotline... Oh. No
|

this is 495-0090...Yes, |'msure.
Tasha hangs up.
CUT TO
Hours later still, Tasha now sl eeps by the phone.

Terrence enters; carries Tasha out of the kitchen..
| NT. TASHA' S BEDROOM - NI GHT

...and into her bed. He pulls the covers up to her chin and
pecks her on the forehead, waking her.

TASHA
Daddy?

TERRENCE
Yes, baby girl.

TASHA
VWhat if nobody shows?

TERRENCE
Don't worry. They'Il show. N ght.

| NT. TASHA' S BEDROOM - DAY

Tasha stares at her wall calendar. Today is her big day.

| NT. CHARLES HOUSE - DAY

QUI CK CUTS

- Tasha, decked out in a purple outfit, admres herself in a
long mrror. She mimcs the surprised | ook that Angie
captured in the Polaroid, now taped to the mrror.

Tari g peeks on.

TARI Q
You're a girl dressed like a guy who
dresses like a girl. You realize

that, right?
Annoyed, Tasha shuts her bedroom door.

- Terrence hangs purple streaners in the basenent. Purple
decor gal ore.

- Tariq readies his DJ equi pnment.



20.

- Lorraine conmes through the front door with a boxed Bl RTHDAY
CAKE i n hand.

| NT. CHARLES HOUSE - Kl TCHEN - DAY
Lorraine rests the cake on the counter.

LORRAI NE
VWere's the birthday girl?

Tasha giddily runs to her nother.

TASHA
Can | see it?

LORRAI NE
And break tradition? Not until it's
time to nake a wi sh, you know t he

rule.
Lorrai ne pauses to | ook at her daughter. Hugs her.

LORRAI NE ( CONT' D)
My little girl's growi ng up

TASHA
Are you gonna cry?

LORRAI NE
No. Maybe.

TASHA

See this, what you're doing? Can
you not do this when ny friends are
her e?

LORRAI NE
You nean | ove up on you and hug you
and ki ss you?

TASHA

Yes. That. None of that.
LORRAI NE

Grl, you don't know how good you

have it.
| NT. CHARLES HOUSE - BASEMENT - DAY
Tasha hurries down the stairs. She finds her father hangi ng
up the last of the purple streaners.

TERRENCE
What do you thi nk?
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TASHA
It's perfect. Thank you, Daddy.

TERRENCE
Anything for ny little princess.

Tasha saunters over to Tariq who's setting up his DJ booth,
m cr ophone and all.

TASHA
Ready?

TARI Q
| was born ready. | rock the mc
st eady.

TASHA
Nope, no rapping. You prom sed.

TARI Q
That doesn't sound |i ke sonething
|"d do.

TASHA
Tariq, for real. M friends are
gonna be here any m nute.

TARI Q
Chill out, fool. You're dealing
with a professional. By the way,
everyone should refer to ne as DJ
Bel t way.

TASHA
Mom

TARI Q

Wiy you al ways gotta go calling Momry?
That's why nobody |ikes you. You'l
be lucky if anybody cones.

That was a | ow bl ow, but Tasha suppresses her anger as
Lorraine arrives.

LORRAI NE
| heard ny nane.

TASHA
Fal se al arm

LORRAI NE
(to Tariq)
Good. It's your sister's birthday.
( MORE)
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LORRAI NE ( CONT' D)
Be the wel | -behaved ol der brot her
know you can be.

(to Tasha)
And it may be your birthday, but I
still expect you to be on your best
behavi or.

The doorbell RINGS

TASHA
They' re here!

Tasha runs upstairs. Seconds |ater, Tasha runs back down,
Angie trailing behind her. Angie hands Tasha a gift.

TASHA ( CONT' D)
(re: gift)
For me? You shoul dn't have.

Tasha fl ashes Angi e one of the | ooks she practiced earlier.

ANG E
You' ve been practicing. Nice.

CHRI STIAN (O S.)
Happy Birthday, Tasha.

Tasha turns around to the boy of her dreans: Christian. His
sister Brielle stands next to him but Tasha doesn't even
see her.

TASHA
Christian. | didn't know you were
com ng.
TARI Q
You' re wel cone!
CHRI STI AN
My bad. Was that invite just for ny
sister?
TASHA
No, | mean, you didn't rsvp.
CHRI STI AN

W live across the street.
An awkwar d beat.
ANGE E

(to Christian)
Make yourself at hone.
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Christian and Brielle wal k off as Angi e taps Tasha on the
shoul der as if to say, "Get it together, girl!"

CUT TO
LATER

Tasha, Angie, Christian and sone out of place |ooking Tweens
and Teens, including WRED KID, play nusical chairs.

W RED KI D
VWhere's the Hawaii an Punch? He said
there'd be Hawai i an Punch.

ANG E
(whi spers to Angie)
How do you know hi m agai n?

TASHA
| don't.

Tarig Djs. The nusic STOPS. People are elimnated, or,
like Brielle, elimnate thensel ves out of sheer boredom

Brielle saunters over to Tariqg; sinply stares at him He

can't tell if she's flirting, or..

TARI Q
What ?

BRI ELLE
Not hi ng.

TARI Q
| just --

BRI ELLE
What ?

TARI Q
Not hi ng.

And with that odd encounter, Brielle wal ks of f.

TARI Q ( CONT' D)
(calls after Brielle)
Bel tway! They call ne Bel tway.

TASHA
Musi c, Tariq!

Tariq returns to Djing.

Now, the gane is down to two people - Tasha and Wred Kid.
The nusic STARTS... then stops.
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To Tasha's dismay, Wred Kid w ns.

W RED KI D
(to no one in
particul ar)
Can | have some punch, please?

Wth a quickness, the LIGATS CUT QUT. A MATCH fl ares.
Lorraine carries Tasha' s Bl RTHDAY CAKE to a tabl e.

Everyone sings Happy Birthday - the Black version. W see
the cake decoration for the first time. It features an i mge
of TEVIN CAMPBELL. Tasha, none too pl eased, bl ows out the
candl es. Sprinkl ed CLAPS.

Terrence cuts the cake, hands Tasha the first slice.

ANG E
Ms. Charles, can Tasha open her
gifts now?
LORRAI NE
We haven't even had the cake.
ANG E
| know, but. ..
LORRAI NE

What do you say, birthday girl?

TASHA
Yes!

Lorraine sets up a chair in the mddle of the roomfor Tasha.
She sits and her friends occupy the floor surroundi ng her.

Lorrai ne hands Tasha a gift to open.

LORRAI NE
VWho's it fronf

TASHA
Brielle.

Tasha opens the gift, revealing a framed GLAMOUR SHOT of
Brielle.

BRI ELLE
| signed it.

LORRAI NE
How. . . t hought f ul .

TARI Q
"Il put that away for you.
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Tariq swoops in and grabs the photo from Tasha.

ANG E
Thi s one's next!

Angi e hands Tasha the gift marked "From Mommy and Daddy. "

TERRENCE
Let's save ours for later. |'msure
your friends don't want to see you
open a gift fromyour parents.

ANGE E
Yeah, we do.

Tasha renoves the ENVELOPE attached to the gift. She opens
the card the way you open a card when you expect noney, or
Prince tickets, to fall out. Only, it's enpty.

Tasha then tears open the gift, revealing a purple HELVET
and KNEE PADS. W f?

TERRENCE
Thi s way when you skate, you'll be
safe and stylish.

Tasha junps out of her chair.

LORRAI NE
Sit, honey. W' Ill hand you the rest
of your gifts.

| gnoring her nother, Tasha goes hunting around the room
Searches every nook and cranny.

TASHA
(to Angie)
Help nme find the tickets.

Angi e does as told.
TASHA ( CONT' D)
(to parents)
Hot or col d?

TERRENCE
VWhat gane is this?

LORRAI NE
| have no i dea.

TASHA
The couch!

Tasha and Angi e | ook behind the couch. Nada.
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TASHA ( CONT' D)
There's no tickets back there.

LORRAI NE
That's what you're | ooking for?
Tasha, we already told you, you're
not going to see Prince.

A beat as Tasha realizes her nother is telling the truth.
She tears up

LORRAI NE ( CONT' D)
(nouths to Terrence)
| s she crying?
Yep. Tasha's crying. Terrence goes to confort Tasha.

TERRENCE
Okay. It's okay. Tariqg, why don't
you play sonme nusic?
Tariq is too busy laughing to obey his father's comrmand.

TASHA
It's not funny!

LORRAI NE
Tariq, you' re not hel ping.

Adding fuel to the fire, Tariq starts to take pictures of
Tasha.

TARI Q
Say cheese.

CLICK. Wong nove. Tasha shoves her brother. He falls
into his equipnment. H's MPC player crashes to the ground.
There's no mstaking that it's broken.

TASHA
| hate you

The roomis conpletely quiet. Tasha runs upstairs.

W RED KI D
Now can | have sonme Hawaiian punch?

| NT. BATHROOM - DAY

Lorrai ne pushes back the shower curtain to reveal Tasha
crouched in the tub, crying.

TASHA
| hate him
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LORRAI NE
You don't nean that.
TASHA
| . Hate. H m
LORRAI NE

Say it one nore tinme, Tosh. Watch
what happens.

Tasha knows better than to test her nom

LORRAI NE ( CONT' D)
Take a mnute, then | want you to
mar ch your behind downstairs. Your
friends are waiting.

TASHA
You nean Daddy's former patients?

Tasha wasn't supposed to know who those kids were. Lorraine
isn't sure how to respond.

TASHA ( CONT' D)
| only wanted one thing.

Tasha cl oses the shower curtain.

TASHA ( CONT' D)
(behi nd curtain)
Go away!

LORRAI NE
Okay, Tosh. Party's over.

I NT. LORRAI NE AND TERRENCE' S BEDROOM - NI GHT

Terrence gets dressed for bed. Lorraine is too riled up to
do anyt hing other than pace the room

LORRAI NE
She's possessed. Cearly, there's a
little white girl trapped inside of
her 'cause there is no way in hel
Tasha would talk to ne like that in
her right m nd.

TERRENCE
That's the thing, she's not in her
right mnd, she's a teenager.

LORRAI NE
We didn't go through this ness with
Tari q.



Terrence stares at his wfe.

paci ng.

TERRENCE
He's a different creature.

LORRAI NE
It's nore than that, Terrence.

LORRAI NE ( CONT' D)
What ?

TERRENCE
Just | ooking at my secret-keeping
wfe.
(of f her confusion)

What do you have agai nst Purple Rain?

LORRAI NE
This is what happens when little
girls listen to fast ass nusic. GCot
her thinking she can talk to us any
ol' kind of way.

TERRENCE

Bit of a stretch, don't you think?
LORRAI NE

Says the man who quoted Ti pper Core.
TERRENCE

No, | nerely pointed out that Prince

made that dirty lyrics list of hers.
And that was ages ago.

LORRAI NE
Are you gonna back nme up on this or
what ?

TERRENCE
You realize, this isn't about the
musi c.

LORRAI NE
"' mnot asking for a therapy session,
Terrence.

TERRENCE
O course not, Lorraine, that woul d
be unet hi cal

LORRAI NE
Terrence?

Terrence SIGHS audibly. CGuess that's a yes.

She's hip to his |ook;

28.

st ops



LORRAI NE ( CONT' D)
Just don't nmake ne out to be the bad

guy. |I'malways the bad guy.
TERRENCE

That's because you're so good at it.
LORRAI NE

| nmean it. It's different com ng

fromyou. Tasha listens to you

TERRENCE
Cone on, wonan.

Terrence heads for the door.

LORRAI NE
It's the mddle of the night.
TERRENCE
No tinme like the present.
LORRAI NE
(turned on)

Savage.
| NT. TASHA' S BEDROOM - NI GHT
Tasha addresses her Prince poster.
TASHA
VWat if you're the only one who
under st ands ne?
She clinbs in bed.

TASHA ( CONT' D)
Good ni ght, Prince.

Two seconds | ater, Lorraine and Terrence barge in.

imedi ately sits at attention.

TERRENCE
Who were you tal king to?

TASHA
No one, Daddy.

A beat .

TASHA ( CONT' D)
VWhat's goi ng on?

TERRENCE
Your nother and | are concer ned.

29.

Tasha



Lorrai ne and Terrence coll ect al

TASHA
Bootcanp. That's your best option.

You can also ship Tariqg to Abu Dhabi .

|"'mcool with either option.

LORRAI NE

Your brother's not going anywhere.
TASHA

.
LORRAI NE

Until you learn some humlity and
how to treat your brother with
respect, no Prince. Hand 'em over.

TASHA
What ?

LORRAI NE
Al the Prince stuff. Let's have
it.

TASHA
Dad?

TERRENCE
Tasha - -

TASHA

You can't do thisl!

TERRENCE
It's just for alittle bit, punpkin.

they can find, save for the poster on the wall
now guards with her body.

Tariq enters,

" TAFKAP. "

LORRAI NE
Fine. Keep the poster.

TARIQ (O.S.)
You forgot sonething.

LORRAI NE
Thank you, Tariq.
TASHA
(to Tariq)

| ha --

30.

the Prince paraphernalia

whi ch Tasha

hands his parents Tasha's VHS tape marked
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LORRAI NE
Don't you dare.

As their parents exit, Tasha flips Tariq the bird. She sl ans
t he door shut behind them

HALLWAY QUTSI DE TASHA' S BEDROOM

TERRENCE
That went better than | thought.

Tasha SCREAMS

| NT. TASHA' S BEDROOM - DAY

Tasha |ies awake in bed. Looks |ike she barely slept.
There's a KNOCK at her open door. She's too slow to answer
t he knock, but when she finally | ooks, she sees a di scrman

and a CD on the floor. It's | abel ed: PLAY ME. Tasha does
exactly that.

VO CE 1
Tasha's party was | ane.
VO CE 2
| will never go to another one of

Tasha's parties for as long as |
live, so help ne CGod.

(whi spers)
s that how you wanted nme to say it?

VO CE 3
She nust be so enbarrassed. | woul d
be. Like, | would just die.

VO CE 4

M chael Jackson is way better, anyway.
Wasn't that whol e debate settled
forever ago?

ANG E
How i s she?
TARI Q
(whi spers)
Stick to the script. | nmean --
ANG E
You said you would tell me how she's
doi ng.
TARI Q

| meant after.



32.

ANG E
Tasha! Call nme, girl!

That's it.

Tasha gl ances at her wall calendar. The Prince concert date
nmocks her

EXT. TARI Q S BEDROOM - DAY

Tariq opens his door. He |ooks down to find the discnman and
CD on the floor. The CD now reads: | still hate you.

I NT. KITCHEN - DAY

Tasha saunters into the kitchen, where her parents eat
br eakf ast .

LORRAI NE
(to Tasha)
Ch, good. | was about to slip a

m rror under your nose.

TASHA
Mor ni ng, Daddy.

Lorrai ne and Terrence exchange a | ook over Tasha's disregard
of her nother's comment and presence.

TERRENCE
Mor ni ng, baby girl. Guess who nade
his world fanmous, awesone bl ueberry

pancakes?
TASHA
"' m not hungry.
TERRENCE
You sure? | got the edges crispy,

just the way you like 'em
A beat.

TERRENCE ( CONT' D)
You know you can't resist my awesone
bl ueberry pancakes.

TASHA
(to Lorraine)
Why does he keep sayi ng "awesone"?

LORRAI NE
(suggestive)
Good norni ng, Mnmmy.
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Tasha still i1gnores her nother.

TERRENCE

Isn't that what you used to cal

t hent?
TASHA

Yeah, when | was |ike 12.
LORRAI NE

So, the day before yesterday?
TASHA

If this is your way of apologizing --
TERRENCE

W were only trying to help, sweetie.
TASHA

By bringing psychos to ny party?
TERRENCE

What did | tell you about using the

"p" word?
LORRAI NE

We don't owe you an apol ogy.
TASHA

So, I'mstill grounded?
LORRAI NE

Unl ess you're ready to apol ogi ze.
TASHA

Tariq ruined ny party and I'mthe

one who has to say "I'msorry?"
LORRAI NE

(sotto to Terrence)
Tal k to your daughter, please. O
are you only confortable dealing
wi th ot her peoples' children?

That was a | ow bl ow but Terrence ignores it for Tasha's sake.

TERRENCE
Baby girl, it's not too nuch to ask
you and your brother to get al ong,

isit?

Fresh out the shower, Tariqg enters with a towel wapped around
hi s wai st.
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TARI Q
We're out of lotion. Not that |iquidy
stuff, the good kind.
TERRENCE

Check our room There's sone on the
dr esser.

As Tariqgq turns to | eave...
LORRAI NE
Tari g, your sister has sonething
she'd like to say to you.
A beat. Tasha has no clue what her nomwants her to say.

LORRAI NE ( CONT' D)

You can start with "I'msorry."
TASHA
| can't talk with his nipples all up
in ny face.
TERRENCE

Wal ki ng away.
Terrence actually wal ks of f.

TARI Q
What you trying to say about ny nips?

TASHA
Does no one el se see this”?

LORRAI NE
Tell your brother you | ove himbefore
your father |eaves us all.

Tasha gi ggles at the thought of saying those words. Tarigq
does, too, but Tasha's giggle grows into an al nost mani acal
| augh. She | aughs so nuch, she starts to cry. And cough.
It's a weird conbination

EXT. CHRI STI AN AND BRI ELLE' S HOUSE - DAY

Still recovering fromher laughing fit, Tasha KNOCKS on the
door. Brielle answers.

BRI ELLE
Yeah?

Tasha | ooks over her shoulder to her parents watching from
t heir house across the street.
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TASHA
My parents want nme to be on sone
sorry for existing kick.
(off Brielle's
conf usi on)
Just act like we're cool ?

BRI ELLE
But we're not.

CHRI STIAN (Q S.)
Who's at the --

Christian joins Brielle.

CHRI STI AN ( CONT' D)

Oh. Hey.

TASHA
Christian. | wasn't expecting you.

BRI ELLE
He |ives here.

CHRI STI AN
VWere's Tarig?

TARI Q
At hone.

CHRI STI AN
Oh.

An awkwar d beat.

CHRI STI AN ( CONT' D)
" Sup?

Tasha takes a second to gather herself.

TASHA
|, Tasha Charl es, have been a bad
girl. 1 should be purified in the
wat ers of Lake M nnetonka.

CHRI STI AN
VWhat ?

TASHA

Pl ay al ong.

Tasha waves to her parents, who wave back
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TASHA ( CONT' D)
The beautiful ones? They hurt you
every tine.

A beat .

TASHA ( CONT' D)
In summati on. ..
(1 oud)
Sorry!

And with that, Tasha scurries off. Brielle and Christian
wat ch her run away.

BRI ELLE
| think y"all together now.

EXT. CHARLES HOUSE - DAY
Tasha runs back to her house..

LORRAI NE
See? That wasn't so bad, was it?

and runs i nsi de.

ANG E
On t hree. One, two --

| NT. HAIR SALON - DAY
There's a busyness to this sacred Bl ack space.

ANG E
Thr ee!

On three, Angie and Tasha | NHALE deeply. Tasha COUGHS on
the exhale (fromall the chemcals in the air).

TASHA
It burns!

ANG E
No it doesn't.

TASHA
Tell that to ny nose. It's like
sni ffing gasoline.

ANG E
Yeah, only better.

TASHA
This isn't sonme kind of test.
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ANG E
You don't know ny nmom li ke that.
Bei ng here neans sonet hi ng.

TASHA
Whatever. |'mjust happy to be out
t he house.

A wet-haired Ms. Bonifant approaches.

TASHA ( CONT' D)
(whi spers to Angie)
Good day, bad day?

ANGE E
W're here, aren't we?

MRS. BONI FANT
Did you pick out a style yet, Angie?
She's squeezing us in today so nake
sure it's sonething that's quick and
easy to press.

And thus crasheth Angie's dreans.

ANG E
| thought | was getting a perm

VRS. BONI FANT
Your hair is fine the way it is.

ANG E
I f you really believed that, you
woul dn't have a perm
That line hits Ms. Bonifant like a ton of bricks. And this
is a black salon so, yes, every woman is staring at Angie
and her nomright now, ready to judge.

MVRS. BONI FANT
That's different.

ANG E
Why ?

A STYLI ST approaches Ms. Bonifant in the nick of tine.

STYLI ST
Ready?

MRS. BONI FANT
Yes.

The Stylist ushers Ms. Bonifant toward her sal on chair.



38.
And j udge, the wonen do.

MRS. BONI FANT ( CONT' D)
Tasha, help her out, would you?

Tasha and Angie take to a seating area filled with hair
magazi ne.

ANG E

She's gonna nmake ne work for it.
TASHA

What ?
ANG E

If | want a perm ny nonis gonna
make nme earn it.

TASHA
Hate to break it to you, Ang, but
you can't exactly "earn" straight
hair. You're either born with it,
you creany crack what the good Lord

gave ya, or you get busy killing
hor ses.
ANG E
So you just 'gon laugh at ny pain?
TASHA
Pretty nuch.
ANG E

VWhat ever happened to, "Qur lives are
gonna change this sumer?" O was
that just a thing you said?

TASHA
| meant what | sai d.

ANG E
You sure?

| NT. TASHA' S BEDROOM - DAY

Tasha stares at her calendar. The Prince concert is a nere
3 days away.

She then bangs on the wall - a plea for Tarigq to turn down
his | oud nusic.

I NT. TARI Q S BEDROOM - SAME
H p hop bl asts.
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From outside, Tariq crawms into the open wi ndow. He can
hear Tasha's banging. He turns down the nusic, and opens
his | ocked door to yell:

TARI Q
St op bangi ng!

I NT. CHARLES HOUSE - KI TCHEN - DAY

Lorraine has a stack of bills in front of her. She's clearly
stressed, as opposed to Terrence.

LORRAI NE
What about the credit union? There
enough in there?

TERRENCE
Shoul d be.

LORRAI NE
Can you find out, please?

Terrence saunters to Lorraine. Puts hi s hands on her
shoul ders.

TERRENCE
We'll be fine.

Lorraine shrugs himoff.

TERRENCE ( CONT' D)
Si x npont hs. | asked for six npnths
to try and nake this work.

LORRAI NE
| renenber, Terrence. | was there.

TERRENCE
And as much as I want it to, ny client
roster doesn't magically grow
over ni ght.

LORRAI NE
It's hard enough getting adults in
that hot seat. Maybe your
specialization is the problem

Terrence realizes that Tasha is hiding near the entrance to
t he kitchen.

TERRENCE
Tasha?

Tasha reveal s hersel f.
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TASHA
How d you know it was nme?

TERRENCE
Lucky guess.

TASHA
Keep guessi ng.
(off their confusion)
| did the laundry, folded the clothes
and nopped the floor downstairs.

LORRAI NE
You di d?

TASHA
(proud)
Uh huh.

TERRENCE
That's great. What did we do to
deserve --

LORRAI NE
Terrence, can you call the credit
uni on and check on the account please?

Terrence peels off to do exactly that. Tasha hovers, waiting
for more of a response.

TASHA
So | was wondering...

LORRAI NE
No one gets rewarded for doing the
things they' re supposed to do, Tosh.
Not even ne.

TASHA
VWat if | washed di shes for a week?

| NT. BASEMENT - LAUNDRY ROOM - DAY

Lorrai ne rummages through a nound of clean, unfol ded cl othes
that rest on a folding table. Tasha is wth her.

TASHA
| could now the | awn.

Lorrai ne ignores Tasha, pulls out a clean pair of scrubs
fromthe heap.

TASHA ( CONT' D)
Clean the attic? W do have an attic,
right?
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She noves to the ironing board. Tasha foll ows.

TASHA ( CONT' D)
Are you even |istening?

LORRAI NE
Nope.
TASHA
You're no fun
LORRAI NE
Thank you.
TASHA
That wasn't slang for cool or
anyt hi ng.
LORRAI NE

And yet I'mtaking it as a conplinent.
Hand nme those, would you?

Lorraine points to a pair of white hose in the pile. Tasha
hands themto her.

TASHA
VWhat are these?

LORRAI NE
Conpressi on socks. Help with
circulation. Wen you' re on your
feet all night, they're a God send.

TASHA
Li ke | said, no fun

LORRAI NE
Speaki ng of which, unless you want
anot her Yanni fireside chat, you and
Tariq need to find sonething to do
this evening while your father and |
wor K.

TASHA
Li ke...?

LORRAI NE
Maybe you could hang out with Brielle?
You two seened to hit it off at your

party.

TASHA
She's alright, | guess.
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LORRAI NE

What, no match for Angie?
TASHA

| just think she's nore Tariqg' s type.
LORRAI NE

Vell, it wouldn't hurt to have anot her

friend.
Lorraine lunges for sonething in the clothing pile that
catches her attention: crunbly tissue...inside of Tasha's
barely A cup bra.

LORRAI NE ( CONT' D)
Tasha Eli zabet h Charl es.

Embarrassed, Tasha snatches the bra out of her nother's hands.

TASHA
Don't tell Daddy.
LORRAI NE
And m ss out on disciplining you
nysel f?
TASHA
Please? He'll add this to ny file.
LORRAI NE
Your what ?
TASHA
Never m nd.
LORRAI NE

Your father's a psychol ogi st, Tasha,
not an FBI agent. File?

TASHA

| said, neverm nd.
LORRAI NE

Tasha, you're better than this.
TASHA

Ch ny God, it's not that serious!
LORRAI NE

|"mnot talking 'cause | like the

sound of ny voi ce.

TASHA
[t's tissue, nother.
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LORRAI NE
Daughter, you're in such a rush to
grow up but you don't know what the
worl d has to offer.

TASHA
| would know if you let ne, Lorraine.

Fromthe |l ook of it, this is the first time Tasha has call ed
her nother by her first name, a no-no for all Black children.

Lucky for Tasha, the doorbell RINGS.

TASHA ( CONT' D)
["11 get it!

Saved by the bell, Tasha runs off.
| NT. TARI Q S BEDROOM - DAY
Tarig and Christian play a video gane. Tasha watches on.

TERRENCE
Knock, knock.

Terrence enters.

TERRENCE ( CONT' D)
Your nother went down for a nap. |
have an appointnment with a new client
so Tariqg, watch your sister. And
Tasha, listen to your brother. Hey,
Chri sti an.

CHRI STl AN
H, M. Charles.

Christian's PACER goes off. He checks it.

CHRI STI AN ( CONT' D)
Bye, M. Charles.

Christian stands to | eave.

TARI Q TASHA/ TERRENCE
You' re | eavi ng?

Tasha, Tariq and Terrence stare Christian, willing himto
stay and keep the peace.

CHRI STI AN
Yeah, is that cool ?
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TERRENCE
You just got here.
Aren't you hungry?

CHRI STI AN
No.
TARI Q
Thirsty?
CHRI STI AN
Not really.
TERRENCE
You sure? | was going to suggest
you ki ds order a pizza.
Terrence takes a $20 bill out of his pocket; hands it to
Tari q.
CHRI STI AN
Thanks, but | gotta get going.
TARI Q
Punk. You're just afraid |I'm gonna
beat you.
CHRI STI AN

More like my nom She's raising ne
to be a "good Cari bbean boy" by making
me work 27 jobs.

TARI Q
Oh.

CHRI STl AN
You didn't hear that from ne.

A beat .

CHRI STI AN ( CONT' D)
For real, don't tell her | said that.
Let Tasha play. She got next anyway.

I NT. LIVING ROOM - DAY

Musi ¢ vi deos babysit Tasha and Tariq. Seated on the couch,
they ook at the tv screen instead of each other.

TASHA
You bl ow on the cartridges all the
tine.



TARI Q
Not in the mddle of a gane. It
took me forever to get to that |evel

TASHA
| said | was sorry, gosh

Tasha stares daggers at Tarig. He can feel her glare.

drives himcrazy.

TAR Q
What ?!

TASHA
| thought | saw...never mnd. Your
skin's probably fine.
Tarig imedi ately | ooks at his skin. Wat is it?

TASHA ( CONT' D)

No, it's definitely dry. | can see
it fromhere. Surprised you' re not
i tchi ng.

TARI Q
Maaaan.

TASHA

You shoul d take care of that.

TARI Q
"' m not about to wake Mom up over
sonme dry skin.

TASHA
Vll, put a sweatshirt on or
sonething. Brielle' s gonna be here
any mnute.

TARI Q
You nmean Angi e?
TASHA
No, | mean Brielle.
TARI Q
You didn't say she was com ng.
TASHA
Weird. | thought | just did. Unless

you want ne to call her and --

Tariq junps up. He heads out the living room

45.
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| NT. LORRAI NE AND TERRENCE' S BEDROOM - DAY
Lorraine is fast asleep.

The door creaks open. Tariq tip toes his way to the dresser.
Tasha follows suit, but Tariq is none the w ser.

Tasha searches high and |low for her confiscated Prince nusic.
As she checks under the bed, Tariq trips over her and crashes
to the ground.

TASHA
Shh!

TARI Q
Shhh!

TASHA
Shhhh!

Lorraine tosses in the bed. Frozen, Tasha and Tarigq watch
her. After a beat, they hurry out of the room

| NT. HALLWAY - CONTI NUOUS

TARI Q
VWhat the hell, Tosh.
TASHA
| was just --
TARI Q

Trying to play nme for a fool? News
flash: You can't play a playa.

The doorbell RINGS. Tariq walks to the front door. Tasha
follows. He opens the door to find Angie. Not Brielle.

TASHA
(to Tariq)
You were sayi ng?
| NT. TASHA' S BEDROOM - DAY
Tasha runmages through her closet. Angie assists.

ANG E
You don't think that's weird?

TASHA
No.
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ANG E
| f you marry Christian and Tariq
marries Brielle, that neans your
brother is gonna be your brother in
I aw.

TASHA
Let's be real, Tariqgq s never gonna
get with Brielle.

They both | augh.
Tasha shows off an outfit.

TASHA ( CONT' D)
What do you think?

ANG E
& like this.

Angi e pushes her elbows to her nostly flat chest, to push
her breasts together. Tasha follows suit but the desired
effect doesn't work.

ANG E ( CONT' D)
Makeup?

| NT. HALLWAY - DAY
Wth her nomi s foundati on makeup i n hand, Tasha wal ks past

Tariq's bedroom on her way to her own. Tariq s door sw ngs
open.

TARI Q
Tasha, cone here.
TASHA
Nope.
TARI Q
It'Il be quick.
TASHA
Kind of in the mddle of sonething,
Tari q.
TARI Q

| know about the CD in the back of
your dresser.

Well, damm.
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I NT. TARI Q S BEDROOM - DAY

Tasha gl ances over a lyric-littered page in Tariq's
conposi tion book.

TASHA
| don't get it.

TARI Q
What don't you get?

TASHA
You can't expect ne to say this.

TARI Q
And turn ny nusic into cheesy spoken
word? OF course you're not going to
say it, you're gonna rap it.

Tasha sinply stares at Tariq in disbelief.

TARI Q ( CONT' D)
Fine, sing it, whatever.

TASHA
| know you wanna be the 17th nenber
of Bone Thugs, but |eave ne out of
it. Angie' s waiting.

TARI Q
Do it and I'Il put in a good word
wi th nom and dad.

Tasha pauses for a beat; contenplates the offer

TASHA
You woul d do that?
TARI Q
O, | can tell them about you know

what .
Tasha sighs. Tariq knows he has her.

TARI Q ( CONT' D)
Ready?

Tariq cues up a beat. Presses record. Signals Tasha to
begi n.

| NT. TERRENCE' S BASEMENT OFFI CE - DAY

Terrence is in the mddle of a session with a MALE PATI ENT,
9, and PARENT.
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PARENT
| mss the sound of his voice.
(1 oud)
Hear that? | mss the sound of your
voi ce!
TERRENCE

You are aware that he can hear you?

PARENT
|"'mfresh out of tactics, Doc. And
the slap in the face is, this is a
choice. He can easily open his nouth
and speak.

TERRENCE
I f he wanted to.

PARENT
That's the thing. Wy doesn't he
want to?

TERRENCE
That's what we're here to find out.

Suddenly, the sound of a H P HOP BEAT enters the room
Terrence does his best to ignore it.

TERRENCE ( CONT' D)
Wiy don't we begin by --

Tasha's nuffled voice dom nates the track. [It's distracting,
to say the least. Terrence is thrown off his gane. He
pauses, waiting for the nusic to stop. It doesn't.
PARENT
By...?
TERRENCE
Right. Sorry. Wy don't we begin
by --

EXPLETI VES tunbl e out of Tasha's nmpbuth. Taken aback, Terrence
junps out of his chair.

TERRENCE ( CONT' D)
Wul d you excuse ne?

I NT. TARI Q S BEDROOM - DAY

Terrence barges in to find Tasha and Tari q huddl ed around a
m crophone. Seconds |ater, Angie tunbles in.

ANG E
In...comng
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A beat as Terrence angrily stares at his children.
| NT. LIVING ROOM - DAY

Tasha and Tariq watch Yanni Live At the Acropolis yet again,
in silence. Angie, perplexed, watches as well.

ANG E
(to Tasha)
| feel like |I understand you a | ot
better now.

| NT. LORRAI NE AND TERRENCE' S BEDROOM - DAY

Lorraine energes fromthe bathroom dressed and ready for
wor k. She | ooks around frantically for her makeup.

| NT. TASHA' S BEDROOM - SAME

Brielle applies the | ast touch of makeup to Tasha's face.

BRI ELLE
One thing's for sure: you needed ny
hel p.

ANG E

Are you al nost done?

BRI ELLE
Patience, Angie. Geatness can't be
rushed. Besides, it's not |ike you
have sonewhere to go.

ANGE E
You don't know t hat.

TASHA
She's right.

Briell e hands Tasha a mirror so she can admre her new | ook.

BRI ELLE
What do you thi nk?

TASHA
| said make me | ook ol der, not...

BRI ELLE
Radi ant, magnificent, snoking?

TASHA
Dat ed.

Angi e sni ckers.



BRI ELLE
Damm, are y'all always so...in sync?

Tasha and Angi e share a | ook of confusion.

BRI ELLE ( CONT' D)
Don't ask nme for any nore favors.

ANG E
There's gotta be another way to get
you into that concert 'cause this
ain't gonna cut it.

Lorraine busts into the room The girls are startl ed.

TASHA
Mom

Lorrai ne eyes her foundation. Gabs it.

LORRAI NE
You know better than to take ny
foundati on, and w t hout aski ng?

ANGE E
Can she use it?

LORRAI NE
Fashion Fair is not a toy. This
stuff is expensive.

ANG E
Sorry, Ms. Charles. It won't happen
agai n.

LORRAI NE

Thank you, Angie, but Tasha can speak
for herself.

TASHA
Can Tasha go to Angie's for dinner?
LORRAI NE
Anot her day. |I'moff to work. 1'd
like you to conme with ne.
TASHA
Why ?
LORRAI NE

Can't a nother want to spend sone
quality time with her newWy teenage
daught er ?
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ANG E
(whi spers to Tasha)
It's a trap. Don't answer.

TASHA
Daddy told you, didn't he?
LORRAI NE
Told me what ?
TASHA
About dinner. Angie invited nme over
for dinner.
LORRAI NE
Oh.
ANG E

Bye, Ms. Charles.
Tasha and Angi e run out of the room

BRI ELLE
You' re wel cone!

I NT. ANG E'S HOUSE - LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

From the couch, Tasha and Angi e renove their respective enpty
plates fromtheir | aps.

Next to them Ms. Bonifant watches a soap opera on tv. A
commerci al conmes on

Tasha and Angie hurriedly position thenselves in front of
the tv.

TASHA
What happened to your hair?
ANG E
You don't like it.
TASHA
It's not that | don't like it, it's
just...nah, girl. | hate it.
ANG E

| just wanted it to sway.

MRS. BONI FANT
Ckay.
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TASHA
Vell, look no further than PCJ no
lye relaxer. 1It's the nane that

nmot hers trust.

ANG E
Thanks, non-paid spokesperson!

Tasha and Angi e conclude their "commercial" standing back to
back with folded arnms and cheesy sm | es.

They wait for a response.

MRS. BONI FANT
The answer's still no.

Angi e sighs.
| NT. FRONT DOOR - DAY

Tasha is on her way out the door.

TASHA

We'll conme up with sone nore ideas.
ANG E

That was the best one yet.
TASHA

So, we'll think of sonething better.
ANG E

Prom se?
TASHA

Prom se.

| NT. CHARLES HOUSE - KI TCHEN - NI GHT
Terrence is on the phone when Tasha wal ks in.

TERRENCE
(on phone)
| understand. Conpletely agree.
Sure. Take care.

The sound of the dial tone stops Terrence. He hangs up the
phone.

TASHA
H , Daddy.

TERRENCE
Tasha, where have you been?
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TASHA
At Angie's. It's not like you |let
me go anywhere el se.

TERRENCE
That' s because you're on puni shnment.
Tasha, you can't just wal k off and
go any pl ace you I|ike.

TASHA
| wasn't at any place, | was at
Angie's. Were else would | go?
TERRENCE
| found this.

Terrence reveal s Tasha's Enmanci pation CD - the one she hid
in her dresser.

TASHA
(sotto)
Tari q.

TERRENCE
It fell fromyour dresser when | was
putting your clothes away.

TASHA
.

TERRENCE
Is that all you have to say for
yoursel f?

TASHA

Tariq listens to all kinds of crap
and you don't say anything to him

TERRENCE
We're not tal king about Tariq.

TASHA
We should. You and Mommy let him
get away with everything.

TERRENCE
It wasn't Tariqg | heard cursing up a
storm t oday.

TASHA
This is weird. Are you playing Mnf?
I f so, you're not very convincing.
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I NT. LI'VING ROOM - LATE NI GHT

The Oprah interviewwth Prince that opened the script plays
in the background whil e Tasha rummages t hrough ol d PHOTGS on
the fl oor.

Lorraine creeps up on Tasha. Tasha doesn't even bother to
stop the video.

LORRAI NE
(re: video)
How did you. .

It's too late to even ask.

LORRAI NE ( CONT' D)
Tasha, it's 2 o' clock in the norning.

Tasha doesn't respond. She continues to runmage. Lorraine
sits down next to Tasha, noves her hand down Tasha's face,
ni cki ng her eye in the process.

TASHA
Mom what the -- you just scratched
ny cor neal

LORRAI NE

| thought you were sleep wal ki ng.

Lorrai ne sees a baby picture of Tariq atop the pile of ness.
Picks it up

LORRAI NE ( CONT' D)

Did | ever tell you when your brother
was born, he cane out |ooking |ike
an old man? He was 3 days overdue
and when | laid eye on him..|l was
enbarrassed. Your father could care
less. Al he saw was his first born.
It was |love at first sight.

A beat .

LORRAI NE ( CONT' D)
Tasha, why don't you go back to bed?

TASHA
You think I don't know what's going
on, but | do.

LORRAI NE
l"mtrying to get you to go back to
sl eep.
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TASHA
s it true? Am | adopted?
LORRAI NE
What ?
TASHA
It's true, isn't it? |'m adopted
and now, thanks to you, |'m going

blind in one eye.
Tasha wi pes the eye her nom scrat ched.

TASHA ( CONT' D)
Maybe it's a good thing - the adopted
thing, not the blind thing. | don't
want to be anything |ike you.

LORRAI NE
s this what you do now, say a bunch
of silly things you don't nean?

TASHA
Then why take everything | say so
seriously?

Lorrai ne holds Tasha's hands in hers.

LORRAI NE
The nonent you were born, you didn't
cry. The doctor did everything she
coul d before whisking you away. It
was the | ongest three m nutes of ny
life. Then you let out this
ridicul ous |augh. Stunned everyone.
It was |ike you had been here before.
And you were the nost beautiful thing
| had ever seen.

TASHA
Wiy doesn't anyone believe ne? Wy
don't you ever believe nme?

LORRAI NE
Tasha, what are you --

TASHA
| don't know who you want ne to be,
but I know I'm not who you think
am

And with that, Tasha wal ks away toward her bedroom
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| NT. LORRAI NE AND TERRENCE' S BEDROOM - LATE N GHT
Lorraine clinbs into bed. Terrence stirs awake.

LORRAI NE
| treat her different. | know | do.

A beat .

LORRAI NE ( CONT' D)
Al this tinme |'ve been asking nyself,
who am1l if | don't have Tasha's
back when | shoul d have been aski ng,
who am|l if | don't believe her?

EXT. CHARLES HOUSE - FRONT LAWN - DAY

A giddy Tasha does cartwheels in the yard. Angie follows
suit.

I NT. KITCHEN - DAY

From the wi ndow, Tariqg watches Tasha cartwheel across the
lawn. This, while his parents eat breakfast.

TARI Q
Shanme. .. Shane.

Lorraine and Terrence ignore Tariq' s comment.
| NT. TASHA' S BEDROOM - DAY

Tasha hugs her newly returned Prince itens now resting on
her bed. She couldn't be happier.

| NT. TASHA' S BEDROOM - DAY

Cetting ready to listen to nusic, Tasha | ooks at her wall
calendar. The latest Xs indicate the Prince concert is two
days away.

TARIQ (O.S.)
Tasha, cone quick

The RADIO is playing loudly in Tariq's room W can nake

out the VOCE of a DJ. Sonething the DJ says catches Tasha's
attention.

She runs into Tariq' s room

I NT. TARI Q S BEDROOM - CONTI NUCUS

Tasha hovers over the radio.
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DI (V.0)
That's right, we're hooking The Arti st
Formerly Known As Prince's biggest
fan up wwth two tickets to his Jam
of the Year tour this Friday.

DI 2 (V.O)
Everyone knows Prince's favorite
color is purple, but is it yours?
If you're a true fan, let the world
know by painting the town purple.
And by town, we nmean your crib.

DI (V.0)
Make it sonething our street crew
can't mss. And if you're |ucky
enough to get a knock on your door
fromone of us, tell us why you're
Prince's biggest fan and the tickets
are yours.

DI 2 (V.0O)
Hey, you said his nanme. | don't
t hi nk you can say his nane.

DI (V.Q)
My bad, TAFKAP.

Tasha SCREAMS

TARI Q
Don't say | never did anything for
you.
TASHA
(to Tariq)

"' m so happy | could kiss you!

TARI Q
Pl ease don't.

Tasha opts for a hug instead.

TASHA
Thank you thank you thank you!

| NT. ANG E' S BEDROOM - NEXT DAY
Tasha breaks open two Pl GGY BANKS.

Tasha counts the CONS and BILLS spread out on the floor
whil e Angie sinply conbs her hair.



TASHA
Seven dollars and 59 cents? | thought
you sai d you had dough

ANG E
What do you call all that?

TASHA
Pocket change. You can't even buy a
CD with this.

ANG E
| still don't get how this thing
wor ks.  You purpl e-up your house
and...?

TASHA
And we get to see Prince.

ANG E
Do you know how many houses are in
this city? Wat station did you say
it was? How are they supposed to
clock all the purple houses? And
what if you live in an apartnent?

TASHA
You' re asking way too many questions.
Can we pl ease go?

ANG E
Just a few nore
(of f Tasha's | ook)
| heard that if you brush your hair

100 times a day, it'll grow
TASHA
Pretty sure that's a white girl thing.
ANG E
No, it's not.
TASHA
It's Iike commpn know edge.
ANG E
VWhatever. | bet your man does it.

AND he got a perm How do you think
he keeps them edges | ai d?

TASHA
Ch ny God, Angie.

59.
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ANG E
(still brushing)
97, 98, 99...100. GCkay. Let's go.

EXT. HARDWARE STORE - DAY

Angi e hops off her bike. Tasha roller skates up behind her.
There's no bi ke stand so Angi e hides her bike behind sone
potted plants.

| NT. HARDWARE STORE - DAY
Tasha and Angie enter, doing their best to | ook inconspicuous.
A STORE ASSOCI ATE approaches the girls.

STORE ASSCOCI ATE
Cool skates.

TASHA
Thanks.

STORE ASSOCI ATE
Unfortunately, you can't wear them
in the store. Safety hazard.

Brielle steps on the scene.

BRI ELLE
There you are, darlings. Cone al ong.

STORE ASSOCI ATE
Are these your Kkids?

BRI ELLE
Have they been giving you a hard
tinme?

STORE ASSOCI ATE
Not at all, Ma'am it's just...

The Store Associ ate | ooks down at Tasha's skat es.

BRI ELLE
We'll only be a mnute.

PAI NT Al SLE
The three peruse the aisle.
ANG E

(to Tasha)
What' s she doing here?



BRI ELLE
She just saved your ass. You're
wel cone.

TASHA
Thanks, but you're |ate.

BRI ELLE
Kinda | ast mnute notice there. |
didn't exactly have tinme to prepare.
Again, you're welcone. Now, do wanna
tell me what this is all about?

ANG E
Not really.

TASHA
Can you keep a secret?

BRI ELLE
Maybe. Maybe not. You take a chance
ei t her way.

ANG E

It's to win two tickets to see Prince.

Happy ?

BRI ELLE
Who gets ticket nunber two?

ANG E
That ticket's got nmy nane all over
it.

BRI ELLE
Says who?

ANG E
My best friend, that's who. Right,
Tosh?

TASHA
Shh. O do you want to get caught?

BRI ELLE
W' re payi ng custoners.

ANG E
Ri ght, Tosh?

TASHA
Can we focus on the task at hand?

Tasha skates ahead; grabs a canister of purple paint.

61.
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ANG E
Whoa whoa whoa, you can't just pick
a color all willy nilly.

TASHA
It's purple.
ANG E
But is it the right shade of purple?
TASHA
What's it supposed to say, Prince
approved?
ANG E
(reads | abel)
"Barely Lilac." Grl?

Angi e searches for a nore apt shade.

ANG E ( CONT' D)
Royal. We're going with this one.

Toget her, they grab two cans of paint off the shelf.
They head to the registers.
EXT. HARDWARE STORE - DAY

Tasha, Angie and Brielle laugh their way out of the store,
pai nt in hand.

They put down the paint as Angie fishes out her bike. Only,
it's not there.

ANG E
My bi ke!

EXT. TREE-LI NED STREET - DAY

Tasha and Angie wal k side by side, lugging two cans of paint
between them Exhausted, Angie drops her side, causing Tasha
to drop hers. An enpty-handed Brielle shakes her head at

t hem

TASHA
W' re al npbst there.

ANG E
Tell that to ny arns.
(to Brielle)
Do you have a mrror?

Brielle hands Angie her pocket-size mrror.
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TASHA
Seriously? You're worried about
your hair right now?

ANG E
Don't question how | grieve.

Angi e freaks out at the sight of her hair. [It's a ness.

Tasha grabs the mrror out of Angie's hands and gives it
back to Brielle.

TASHA
| need you to focus.

ANG E
My nomis gonna kill ne.

TASHA
You'll be fine, Angie. You barely
rode that thing.

ANG E
All the nore reason why she's gonna
kill me. M Dad got ne that bike.

Conpletely disinterested in this back and forth, Brielle
lights a cigarette.

ANG E ( CONT' D)
M momwi |l find a way to nake this
about you know what. 1'll never get
a perm

TASHA
Angi e, you're mssing the point.

ANG E
Unl ess the point is ne and you are
going to see Prince if you win those
tickets --

BRI ELLE
When she wins the tickets. And the
choice is clear, right Tosh?

TASHA
You' re maki ng ne choose?

ANG E
You shoul dn't have to.

Angi e begins to wal k away.
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TASHA
Where are you goi ng?

ANG E
Hone, to get this punishnent over
wi t h.

TASHA

You're not gonna tell your Mom where
we were, are you?

ANG E
s that all you care about?

TASHA
No. It's just, we're so close.
don't want to | ose focus.

ANG E
We? Please. This was never about
us.

TASHA
What are you tal king about? O course
it was.

ANG E

Tasha, you only care about one thing.
| hope he's worth it.

And with that, Angie wal ks off.

BRI ELLE
| thought she'd never shut up.

| NT. TASHA' S BEDROOM - DAY
Tasha hides the cans of purple paint deep in her closet.

LORRAINE (O S.)
Tashal

She qui ckens her step as her nonis voice draws near.

LORRAI NE ( CONT' D)
There you are. Food's on the table.

Lorraine is too quick. As she approaches Tasha, she can
sense that sonmething is up.

LORRAI NE ( CONT' D)
What are you doi ng?

TASHA
Not hi ng.
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And then - she sees it.

LORRAI NE
VWhat the --

Lorraine lunges into the closet.

TASHA
Mom no!

She sees the cans of purple paint.

TASHA ( CONT' D)
Oh, hell.

LORRAI NE
Excuse ne?

TASHA
| mean...shit.

LORRAI NE
Did you think that was a better
alternative?

TASHA
You' re maki ng ne nervous.

LORRAI NE
| can't nmake you nervous if you don't
have anything to be nervous about.
(re: paint)
VWhat's that for?

Tasha renmuai ns sil ent.

LORRAI NE ( CONT' D)
| asked you a question.

TASHA
Not hi ng, gosh

Lorrai ne pauses. Sonething has caught her nose. She sniffs
the air.

LORRAI NE
VWat's that snell?

Lorraine gets close up on Tasha. She sniffs her shirt.

LORRAI NE ( CONT' D)
Have you been snoki ng?

TASHA
No!
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I NT. KITCHEN - N GHT

Tariq and Terrence are seated at the dinner table, waiting
for Lorraine and Tasha.

Lorraine enters. Tasha is two steps behind her.

TASHA
| said | was sorry.

LORRAI NE
You're sorry you got caught.

Tariq grabs his plate and readies to |l eave the table. He
knows sone shit is about to go down.

TERRENCE
Sit.

Tari g does as told.

LORRAI NE
Did you know about this, Tariq?

TARI Q
Know about what ?

LORRAI NE
(to Terrence)
What did we do to deserve two liars
for chil dren?

TARI Q
VWhat did | do?!

TASHA
We have to sneak to be able to do
anyt hing around here. W're |like
prisoners.

TARI Q
We?

TASHA
You know why we stay cooped up in
t he house? ' Cause otherw se Mom
gets suspi ci ous about everyt hing.

TERRENCE
Tasha, don't talk to your nother
i ke that.

TARI Q

Can sonebody please fill ne in?
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TASHA
That's the problemwith this famly.
Nobody tal ks about anythi ng, unless
it's sonething bad about ne.

| NT. BATHROOM - NI GHT

Tasha | ooks at herself in the mirror for a long beat. Even
the knock at the door fails to break her concentration. She

sinply yells:

TASHA
Be right out!

She continues to |l ook at herself in the mrror.

TASHA ( CONT' D)
Thi nk, Tasha.

Anot her KNOCK.

TASHA ( CONT' D)
Just a m nut e!

Tasha hunkers down now. She's practicing what she's going
to say to wn the Prince tickets.

TASHA ( CONT' D)
People don't always like him O
understand him But Prince doesn't
care what anybody thi nks about him
He's...free. And that's exactly how
| want to be.

Anot her KNOCK. Tasha is full on angry now. She yanks open
t he door w de enough for Tariqg to poke his head in.

TASHA ( CONT' D)
| said --

Tariq turns off the light, then yells:

TARI Q
Candyman, Candynman, Candynman!

...and quickly | eaves. Tasha SCREAMS and struggles to exit
but the door won't budge. Tariq pulls the door shut on the
other side. W can hear himlaughing.

EXT. CHARLES HOUSE - LATE NI GHT

The front door is illumnated by a small exterior |ight.
Near it rests two cans of purple paint and two brushes. But
Tasha stands al one. She | ooks around for signs of Angie.
She's a no show. Tasha wll have to do this alone.



The front door opens. Tariqg wal ks out.

A beat .

TARI Q
You still going through with this?

TASHA
If you're here to change ny mnd --

TAR Q
Li ke you would listen to anything |
have to say.

TASHA
For once, you're absolutely right.
You woul dn't under stand anyway.

TARI Q
Try nme.

TARI Q ( CONT' D)
You act like you're the only one
with a dream Tasha.

TASHA
Are you gonna grab a brush or what?

TARI Q
| thought Angi e was supposed to help.

TASHA
It's just ne.

TARI Q
So...what's your strategy?

TASHA
"' mgonna start wth the door, geni us,
then --

TARI Q
Mom doesn't have to work tonorrow,
whi ch neans she can be up at any
tinme. Dad likes to be in his study
by 8, 8:30. That gives you about an
hour, give or take.

TASHA
| know what |'m doi ng.

TARI Q
Real ly, 'cause it |ooks |ike you
haven't thought this through.
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TASHA
Everyt hing's under control

TARI Q
Fine. You don't need ny help, then.

Tari q opens the door to go back inside.

TASHA
Wait. |'mlistening.

TARI Q
"Il create a diversion. Keep Mom
and Dad in the house and away from
the windows as long as | can. The
rest is up to you.
(of f Tasha's | ook)
What ?

TASHA
Thank you.

I NT. KI TCHEN LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

The radi o plays | ow volune. Tasha hovers next to the radio,
anxi ous to hear about the purple door contest. She can barely
contain her excitenent.

Tasha quickly grabs a spatula and points it at an approaching
Tariq, who's in the mddle of devouring a bow of cereal.

TARI Q
What are you doi ng?

TASHA
| was about to ask you the sane thing.

TARI Q
(re: cereal)
|"ma growing man. You shoul d go
back to sl eep.

TASHA
| can't. It's like Christmas norning.

Tasha returns her focus to the radio.

TARI Q
They don't announce winners this
early.

TASHA

How do you know?



70.

Tasha peeks out the kitchen wi ndow, hoping to see a radio
station van drive by.

TARI Q
Maybe don't do that either, unless
you wanna get got.

Tarig closes the curtains.

TERRENCE (O S.)
VWhat's for breakfast?

TASHA
Daddy!

Terrence joins them

TASHA ( CONT' D)
W were gonna surprise you and Mommy
with breakfast in bed, but...you're
al ready up, so...grits and scranbl ed

eggs?
TERRENCE
Sounds good to ne. Is this a team
effort?
TARI Q
Sur e.

Terrence crosses to the window. Tasha and Tariq hold their
breath as he opens the curtains.

TERRENCE
Much better

He doesn't notice a thing.
The phone RI NGS

TASHA
["11 get it!

Tasha rushes to the phone.

TASHA ( CONT' D)
(on phone)
Hell o. She's asleep right now, can
| take a nessage? M. Charles?

TERRENCE
( nout hs)
Tel enar ket er ?

Tasha nods her head "yes." Terrence nods his head "no."
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TASHA
He'll have to call you back, M.
Zi egl er.

Tasha hangs up the phone.

TERRENCE
| thought you said it was a
t el emar ket er.

TASHA
It was.

TERRENCE
Wth the sanme | ast name as our
nei ghbor, M. Ziegler?

TASHA
Weird, right?

The phone RINGS again. Tasha answers, again.
TASHA ( CONT' D)
(on phone)

Charl es residence. No, ny parents
aren't home. Thanks for calling.

Tasha hangs up.

Anot her RING  Tasha noves to answer it, but Terrence stops
her .

TERRENCE
(on phone)
Hello? ©Oh, Ms. Bonifant. No, you
didn't wake ne.

Tasha and Tariq both saunter to the window. They use their
bodies to block their father's view of outside, then watch
intently as he "uh huh"s and "I understand"s his way through
t he conversation
Terrence hangs up the phone.
A beat as we

CUT TO
EXT. CHARLES HOUSE - DAY

Lorrai ne, dressed in her pajamas, SCREAMS as she and Terrence
take in their newy painted house.

The col or purple extends beyond the freshly painted door.
The shutters are purple, random bricks are purple.
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Tasha really put her foot in this.
Onl ookers point and stare.

LORRAI NE
Qur house is purple.

TERRENCE
Tasha, tell me this isn't about what
| think it's about.

TASHA
We'll paint it back, | swear. That
was part of the plan.

LORRAI NE
we?

TARI Q
(sotto)
Shit.

On Tarig, who's been slowy wal king backwards to renove
himself fromthis conversation

LORRAI NE
Tasha?
TASHA
You al ways assune the worst of ne.
LORRAI NE
And for once, I wish | didn't have
t o.
TASHA

You're not even gonna ask him are
you? Go ahead. Ask Tarig what he
knows.

TARI Q
Hey, ny hands aren't purple.

Onl ookers interrupt with points and stares. Angie, Brielle
and Christian are anong them

BRI ELLE
Damm, Tasha.

TERRENCE
Everyone, this is a private, famly
moment. Woul d you pl ease. .

Terrence gives the universal synbol for skedaddl e.
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Tasha runs inside the house.
| NT. KITCHEN - CONTI NUOUS

Tasha turns on the radio. Tariqg, Terrence and Lorraine follow
her into the kitchen.

TARI Q
Tasha, stop

TASHA
"' mw nning those tickets.

LORRAI NE
VWhat the hell is going on?

TARI Q
You're not gonna find it.

TASHA
| thought you were on ny side.

TARI Q
You're not gonna find it because it
doesn't exist.

A beat. Tasha doesn't understand what's going on. Neither
do her parents.

TARI Q ( CONT' D)
There is no contest. | made the
whol e t hing up.

Stunned, Tasha nmarches off to her bedroom We hear the door
SLAM

Seconds | ater, a strange Wnman stands at the front door.

HOA LADY
H, I'"'mfromthe Hone Omers
Associ ati on. Is this a bad tinme?

The | ook on Terrence and Lorraine's faces say it all.
| NT. TARI Q S BEDROOM - DAY

Tariq has his ear against the wall. On the other side of it
lies Tasha's room Tariq knocks lightly against the shared
wal |, waiting for a response.

TARI Q
Tasha? Tasha?

A BOOM fromthe other side of the wall sends Tariq crashing
back.
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| NT. BASEMENT - DAY

Standing on a step | adder, Terrence renoves |eftover streaners
from Tasha's birthday party.

Lorrai ne descends the stairs and joins him

LORRAI NE
(re: streaners)
| didn't know those were still up
TERRENCE
Just getting the last of "em How
is she?
LORRAI NE
Quarantined in her bedroom Wth
any luck, she'll stay there for the
rest of the sunmer.
TERRENCE
And Tariq?
LORRAI NE
| don't know. | don't know anynore.

An R&B song croons on the RECORD PLAYER. \Watever song it
is, Lorraine is feeling it.

Terrence_leads Lorraine into a sl ow dance. She all ows herself
to give into the nusic for a nonent.

LORRAI NE ( CONT' D)
How are we gonna pay for this?

TERRENCE
Shh. Dance with me. Pl ease?

TASHA (O. S.)
| said, get out!

The two stop danci ng.

LORRAI NE
We're awful parents.

| NT. TASHA' S BEDROOM - DAY
Tasha is curled up on her bed. Tariq slowy enters.
TARI Q
Your door is open. Your door is
never open.

A beat .
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TARI Q (CONT' D)
You' re not even gonna stop nme?

Tasha turns her back so that it now faces her brother.

TARI Q ( CONT' D)
| deserve that.

Tariq sits on the edge of Tasha's bed.

TARI Q ( CONT' D)
Ht me.

A beat .

TARI Q ( CONT' D)
Come on, hit me. Hard as you can.

Tasha doesn't budge. She continues to ignore her brother.

TARI Q ( CONT' D)
|"msorry, Tosh

TASHA
Leave.

TARI Q
Fine, but just tell ne you hate ne
so we can get back to nornal.
TASHA
| don't care enough about you to
hate you
And with that, Tariq | eaves Tasha be.
CUT TO
MONTAGE
- Tasha and Tariq scrub the front door of the house.

- Tasha cleans the kitchen and cranes her neck to the front
door, where Lorraine turns a di sappoi nted Angi e away.

- Tasha | ooks at her calendar. Tonight's the night she's
been waiting for.

- Tasha and Tariq repaint the front door. Lorraine
supervi ses.

| NT. TASHA' S BEDROOM - DAY

Wapped in a towel, Tasha enters her bedroom She finds a
CD on her bed that reads: "Play ne. Pretty please."
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I NT. KITCHEN - DAY

Tasha's on the phone with Angie.

ANG E
Hey.
TASHA
Hey.
ANG E
Are you still grounded, or is that a

st upi d question?
Sil ence from Tasha.
ANG E ( CONT' D)

Got it. Then allow ne to be the
bearer of good news.

TASHA
Ch ny gosh, you --

ANG E
Grl, no. That woul d have been the
first thing | said. | got another
new bi ke.

TASHA
Real | y?

ANG E

| know. And it's the exact sane one
| used to have.

TASHA
That's great!

ANG E
| guess.

TASHA
You guess?

ANG E

| told ny nomthe truth and she stil
got nme a new bike. D dn't even get
in trouble or anything.

TASHA
So she just did it out of the kindness
of her heart?

ANG E
That's what scares ne.
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TASHA
Vell, maybe she... yeah, | got
not hi ng.

ANG E

Wiy are we on the phone? Can't |
j ust cone over?

TASHA
The way things are looking, I'll be
grounded till school starts.
ANG E
Damm. They really got your behind.
TASHA
Yep.
A beat .
ANG E

| haven't forgotten what tonight is.

TASHA
Nei t her have |.

Lorrai ne enters. Dressed in scrubs, she's fresh fromthe
ni ght shift.

TASHA ( CONT' D)
| gotta go.

Tasha hangs up the phone.

LORRAI NE
Hi , honey.

Tasha wal ks past her nother, and conpletely ignores her.

I NT. TERRENCE' S STUDY - DAY

Terrence is at the conputer, typing away. Lorraine paces as
he attenpts to work.

LORRAI NE
She' s ni serabl e.

TERRENCE
M serable is a strong word.

LORRAI NE
She's nmi serabl e, Terrence.

TERRENCE
Ckay, yes. She's m serable.
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LORRAI NE
You say that |like we can't do
sonet hi ng about it.

TERRENCE
l'mall ears.

LORRAI NE
| didn't say | have any suggesti ons.
That's your area of expertise.

TERRENCE
ls it?

Lorraine gives Terrence a | ook.
| NT. TASHA' S BEDROOM - DAY
Lorrai ne knocks on Tasha's door.

Brielle enters, carrying several plastic bags of SYNTHETIC
HAI R

BRI ELLE
These are your options: box braids
or cornrows. |'magetting paid either
way so what'll it be?
TASHA
What ?
BRI ELLE

Your nom said you needed a pick nme
up. O vyour dad. Actually, | don't
remenber which one. They're both

ki nda | ane.

Brielle sits down.

BRI ELLE ( CONT' D)
Where's your little sidekick? You
know, the artist formerly known as
your best friend?

TASHA
W're still friends.

BRI ELLE
| " m ki ddi ng, chill.

TASHA
Did you see Tariq on your way in?

BRI ELLE
| mean, he let nme in.
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TASHA
"' m not supposed to say but, he |ikes
you. A lot.

BRI ELLE
Amv. Bless his heart.
TASHA
Made you a song and everyt hi ng.
BRI ELLE
I nteresting...
TASHA

| told himhe doesn't stand a chance,
t hough.

BRI ELLE
s it any good?

TASHA
| don't know.

BRI ELLE
Look no of fense, but your brother's
not ny type. Gves good gifts,
t hough. He can keep those com ng.

TASHA
He buys you gifts?

BRI ELLE
Where do you think I got this shirt
fronP

TASHA

| don't understand. Wy accept them
if you don't Iike hinf

BRI ELLE
Do you not know anyt hi ng about boys?

TASHA
He really likes you.

BRI ELLE
Yeah, | got that part.

TASHA
No, he really, really likes you. Do
you know how cheap he is? The fact
t hat he bought you sonething, nore
t han one thing --
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BRI ELLE
Are we gonna keep tal ki ng about your
| oser brother or can | get to
brai di ng?

TASHA
He's not a | oser.

BRI ELLE
You' ve call ed hi m wor se.

TASHA
Yeah, but I'mhis sister.

BRI ELLE
VWhat ever.

Brielle pulls out a pack of hair.

BRI ELLE ( CONT' D)
(re: hair)
Have you deci ded?

TASHA
Yeah.

Tasha noves to her door, signals for Brielle to wal k through
it.

BRI ELLE
Ewwv. Looks |ike you got the bamm
gene t oo.

| NT. TARI Q S BEDROOM - DAY
Tasha stands at Tariqg' s open door.

TARI Q
VWhere's Brielle?

TASHA
She had to go.

TARI Q
Dam.

Tariq waves Tasha into his room She enters, cautiously.
TARI Q ( CONT' D)
| finished it. That song | nmade for
her. Wanna hear it?

She doesn't really want to hear it, but Tariqg plays the song
anyway. It's hip hop neets R&B. And it's really good.
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TARI Q ( CONT' D)
Thi nk she'll like it?

Tasha shakes her head "no."

TARI Q ( CONT' D)
You' re probably right.

TASHA
You're too good for her, Tarigq.

TARI Q
What is that, sone kind of reverse
psychol ogy?

TASHA
Nope. Just the truth.

That's the nicest thing Tasha has said to Tariqg in a |ong
time. They both know it.

TARI Q
What | said before about you and
Christian --

TASHA
Christian's cool and all, but I'ma

one guy kind of woman.
TARI Q
You noved on al ready? Damm, sli ck.
VWhat's his nane? Need ne to beat
himinto subm ssion right quick?
Tasha can't hel p but | augh.

TARI Q ( CONT' D)
For real, though. Wuo is he?

I NT. LIVING ROOM - NI GHT

Tasha watches tv. Tariq joins her.

TARI Q
You shoul d go.
TASHA
kay. . .
TARI Q
You're not m ssing that concert.
TASHA
Tariq, I'mnot falling for another

one of your --
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TARI Q
| sneak out the house all the tinme.

Tasha sits back down.

TASHA
" m|istening.
TARI Q
Say "1 hate you."
TASHA
About that --
TARI Q
Just say it. Loud.
TASHA
(screans)
| hate you
TARI Q

Now, run to your roomthen retrace
your steps. Quietly.

Tasha marches toward her bedroom slans her door. She quietly
retraces her steps and re-joins Tariq on the couch.

TARI Q ( CONT' D)
One last thing.

TASHA
Aren't you forgetting sonething?
don't have a ticket.

Tari g hands Tasha TWO PRI NCE TI CKETS.

TASHA ( CONT' D)
Ch ny Cod.

TARI Q
You forget how nmuch you hate ne.

TASHA
| don't know what to say.

TARI Q
No tinme. You gotta go.

TASHA
Ckay, but unless you can Cinderella
a car right quick...

Tariq | ooks at his wist watch; uses his hand to countdown
from5 to 1, then opens the front door.
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There's nothing for a few seconds, then..

A bright LIGHT. It cones froma VI DEOCAMERA manned by a
Canmer aman who follows the every nove of a hungry, code-
swi t chi ng BEAT REPORTER (Bl ack nmal e, early 20s).

BEAT REPORTER
We are live at the residence of a
very special fan whose dying wish is
to see the one and only Prince in
concert.

TASHA
Dyi ng?! |I'm not dying.

Ast oni shed, Beat Reporter side eyes Tariq then turns to her
Canmera Operator.

BEAT REPORTER
Cut!

Canmera QOperator stops recording. Tasha |ooks at her brother.

TASHA
(to Tariq)
Who are you?

EXT. ANG E'S HOUSE - NI GHT

Standi ng on the | awn, Tasha | ooks up to Angie's bedroom
W ndow.

TASHA
(1 oud whi spers)
Angi e? Angi e!
Angi e appears at the w ndow.

TASHA ( CONT' D)
Angi e, please? It's inportant.

| NT. ANG E'S BEDROOM - NI GHT

The walls are bare. Gone are the countless perm ads.

The first thing Tasha sees, however, is Angie's hair - or,
| ack thereof. Angie wore her hair natural before, but now
it's short. Super short.

ANG E
Don't say a word.

Tasha does as told.



A beat .

ANG E ( CONT' D)
Ckay, say sonething. Anything.
Just, not about my hair.

TASHA

ANG E
| -got-tired-of-waiting-for-my-nomto
say-yes-so-|-went-and-rel axed-it
nysel f, okay!

TASHA
| can tell.

ANG E
Tosh, it was awful. | felt |like ny
scal p was gonna burn off.

TASHA
Looks like part of it did.

ANG E
| thought the nore it burned, the
straighter ny hair would get... unti
it started falling out.

TASHA
Oh, Angi e.

ANG E

It's okay 'cause |'mgonna grow it
back | onger than before and then

"Il get a professional to permit
and...l look like a boy, don't 17?

TASHA
Project silky didn't turn out so
snooth, but let's not go crazy. Do
you see any boys in here?

TASHA ( CONT' D)
| said, do you see any boys in here?

ANG E
No.
TASHA
Thank you. Bet you'll never go

through all this trouble for a perm
agai n.

84.
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ANG E
You still don't get it.

TASHA
That you're not happy to be nappy?
| think you' ve nmade your case.

ANG E
| like ny hair fine. | just wanted
sonething different. Sonething I
chose. For ne. And yeah, | may be

bald but that doesn't hurt as nuch
as losing ny best friend.

TASHA
We're still best friends. Aren't
we?
ANG E
| don't know.
TASHA
" msorry, Angie.
ANG E
You shoul d be. Could have saved ny
scal p.
TASHA
| shoul d have been there. | woul d

have been dyi ng!
Tasha | aughs.

ANG E
"' m t hinking maybe ny nom was ri ght
about the whole hair thing. Don't
tell her | said that

Ms. Bonifant enters, revealing a |low cut natural, just like
Angi e' s.
VRS. BONI FANT
Too | ate.

TASHA
VWhoa. You look like tw ns.

MRS. BON FANT
| wanted ny daughter to know how
beautiful she is, no matter what her
hair | ooks |ike.

Angi e and her not her hug.
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MRS. BONI FANT ( CONT' D)
Since your father left, | haven't
quite been nyself. But that's no
excuse. You deserve all of ne.

A car horn HONKS.

TASHA
Can we nmaybe speed this up?

ANG E
Grl, don't act |ike you have
somewhere to be.

TASHA
W ki nda do.

VRS. BONI FANT
Wiy don't | give you girls a m nute?

She exits. Tasha reveals the Prince tickets to Angie. TheY
SCREAM i n uni son

ANG E
That shoul d have been the first thing
out your mouth. How d you get the
tickets?

TASHA
"1l explain on the way.

EXT. BONI FANT HOUSE - N GHT

St andi ng outsi de of the parked news van, Beat Reporter snokes
a cigarette. He tosses it to the wayside as Tasha and Angi e
appr oach.

BEAT REPORTER
Finally. W don't have all night.

ANG E
Unhh, who the hell is she?

TASHA
Qur ticket to freedom courtesy of
Tari q.

ANG E

Tariq? Your brother Tariq?

TASHA
That sanme one.
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BEAT REPORTER

This is the last tine | listen to
your brother.

Tasha and Angie (albeit, hesitantly) hop in the van. Ms.
Boni fant runs out the house and runs after the vehicle.

| NT. TERRENCE' S STUDY - NI GHT
Terrence types at his conputer. Lorraine runs in.

LORRAI NE
Have you seen Tasha?

TERRENCE
Isn't she with Tariq?

LORRAI NE
Have you seen Tariq?

I NT. KITCHEN - N GHT

Terrence is on the phone. Lorraine stands by, eagerly
awai ti ng an update.

TERRENCE
(on phone)
Pl ease call us if you hear anything.

He hangs up the phone.

LORRAI NE
What did she say?

TERRENCE
She saw Tasha and Angi e take off
with a man in a news van

LORRAI NE
Ch ny God. You see? You see! Dd
she get the |icense plate nunber?

Terrence shakes his head "no."

LORRAI NE ( CONT' D)
I|"mcalling the police.

Tari g appears out of thin air. He's heard everything his
parents said.

TARI Q
So, funny story...
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| NT. TOYOTA PREVI A - N GHT

Tariq sits in the back. Terrence is behind the wheel and
Lorraine rides shotgun. They ride in conplete silence,
until...

TARI Q
Tasha's fine, she's with my boy Dom

LORRAI NE
And who i s he?

TARI Q
Afriend, | just told you.

TERRENCE
That we' ve never even net.

TARI Q
It's not |like Tasha's alone. He
dr opped them of f.

LORRAI NE
Thenf

A beat. This is clearly new information.

TARI Q
| didn't nention that before. M
bad.

LORRAI NE
| f Tasha doesn't cone back hone in
one piece...

TARI Q
| don't get why this is a big deal

LORRAI NE
No, you wouldn't. Because you're a
kid, Tariqg, just like your sister.
But you're older and as a big brother,
it's your responsibility to set a
positive exanple for your sister.
| nstead, you trick her into thinking
the world is safe for little girls.

TERRENCE
Don't put that on him Tariq' s only
14.

TARI Q

' m 15, Dad.
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TERRENCE
That's our | ob.

LORRAI NE
So now | ''m a bad not her?

TERRENCE
Keepi ng her safe is one thing, but
making it so our children are afraid
to conme to us in another.

LORRAI NE
Maybe if | had hel p disciplining
t hem - -

TERRENCE

Tasha doesn't need saving.

LORRAI NE
s that what you think I'mtrying to
do, save Tasha?

TERRENCE
You're telling nme it's not?

LORRAI NE
| want her to use her brain. To
make smart, informed decisions.

TERRENCE
Then | et her.

EXT. ARENA PARKI NG LOT - N GHT

Beat Reporter and Caneranan setup shop outside the arena
entrance as the Charles's Toyota Previa pulls up.

Lorraine and Tariq hop out of the car. Terrence calls after
t hem

TERRENCE
" mright behind you!

Lorrai ne and Tari g qui ckly approach a bored SECURI TY GUARD
Tariq does his best to hide from Beat Reporter's sight.

SECURI TY GUARD
Ti cket s?

LORRAI NE
| don't have one.

SECURI TY GUARD
Ma'am the concert's sold out.
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LORRAI NE
You don't understand. M 13 year
ol d daughter's in there. Al one.

TARI Q
| told you, Angie's with her.
(off Lorraine's |ook)
| nmean, she's all alone.

SECURI TY GUARD
| f you want in, you're going to have
to buy a ticket |Iike everyone el se.

A beat .

LORRAI NE
(to Tariq)
Run!

Lorraine runs inside the arena. A surprised Tariq foll ows
suit. The Security Guard takes off after them while barking
into a wal kie talkie.

| NT. ARENA - HALLWAY - NI GHT

The Security CGuard off their tails, Lorraine and Tariqgq pow
wow before they enter.

LORRAI NE
This place is huge. Tasha could be
anywher e.

TARI Q
She's over here. | nean, | think

know where she is.
| NT. ARENA - NI GHT

Tasha and Angi e are chanting and singing along with a massive
crowd while Prince serenades them Tasha is having the tine
of her life.

Tariq and Lorraine enter. Lorraine is taken aback by the
sights and sounds. On stage, Prince is but a dot from where
they' re standing but his power is unm stakabl e.

It doesn't take long for Tariqgq to spot Tasha. He points her
out to his nother.

Tasha finally notices their presence.
TASHA

There's a box in ny closet.
( MORE)
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TASHA ( CONT' D)
It's got all the Prince stuff I could
get ny hands on. It's yours if you
want it. Just tell ny famly: it
was worth it.

ANG E
(over nmusic)
What ?!

Tasha | ooks over and sees that her father has now joi ned
Lorraine and Tariq. They approach her.

TASHA
"1l watch anything Yanni's ever
done, clean the house fromtop to
bottom and ki ss the ground that Tariq
wal ks on, but I'mnot sorry.

TERRENCE
We know.

TASHA
| know | broke the rules but |I'm
fine. See? |'msafe and |I'm happy
and --

LORRAI NE
Stop tal ki ng.

ANG E

The jig is up.

Lorrai ne grabs Tasha by the hand and ushers her out of the
seat .

Angi e, Tariq and Terrence follow Lorraine.

Still leading the way, Lorraine el bows her way through the
crowd; inches closer to the stage.

TASHA
Haven't you ever done anything crazy?

Lorrai ne | ooks for assistance from Terrence - to prop Tasha
up on his shoulders. Tasha has a clear and unobstructed
view of the stage. She's so happy, she could die.

LORRAI NE
Is it everything you hoped and dreaned
it would be?

TASHA
Better.
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Together, they all take in the sounds of Prince.

and |l et | oose.

They dance

Lorrai ne pauses for a second to address Tariq.

LORRAI NE
By the way, Tariq: You' re grounded.
She returns to dancing, just as happy as can be.
EXT. ARENA PARKI NG LOT - N GHT

The crowd has di ed down substantially. Tasha, Angie and

Tariq wait for Lorraine and Terrence to pull up with the
car.
ANG E
It was pretty cool what you did,
Tari q.
TASHA
Yeah.
TARI Q
Tasha woul d do the sanme for ne.
TASHA
No, | wouldn't.
ANG E
She's right, she wouldn't.
They | augh.
TASHA
Hey, | love ny brother.
A beat .

TASHA ( CONT' D)
(to Tariq)
Shoul d you pay ne a dollar?

TARI Q
Don't be a banma.

Suddenl y, a BI KE HORN sounds.
white rides past on his bike.
denmeanor seens very famliar

|l ook. Was that...?

TASHA
Nah.

A slim VEILED MAN dressed in
Sonet hi ng about the man's
Tasha and Angi e share a know ng

ANG E
Nah.
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EXT. ANG E'S HOUSE - NI GHT

Ms. Bonifant stands in the open doorway of her home, her
arm w apped around Angie. They both wave to Tasha, as she
gets back in the parked Previa.

| NT. CHARLES HOVE - LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

A back to school commercial plays on the TV.
Tasha turns off the TV and nekes her way to the
Kl TCHEN

Tari q hovers over the sink, washing di shes and wearing | ong,
yel | ow gl oves.

Tasha scoots himout of the way to collect the garbage from
underneat h the sink

TASHA
You | ook good in gl oves.

TARI Q
(playful)
Shut up.

Terrence joins the kids, just as Lorraine, dressed in usual
scrubs, wal ks through the front door.

Terrence plants a big KISS on his wife's |ips.

LORRAI NE
Look what | got.

Lorrai ne renoves an envel ope of PHOTOS from her purse. G ves
half to Tasha and the other half to Tarigq.

TASHA
My birthday pictures.

Tasha flips through the pictures.
TASHA ( CONT' D)
These are all of Brielle. Tarigq,
you didn't take any of ne.

TARI Q
Yeah, | did.

Tari g hands Tasha a picture of her | ooking angry and upset.
Hands her nore. Varied states.

TASHA
You really captured the nonent.
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TARI Q
It's a gift, really.

TASHA
Thanks, Tari q.

Tasha hugs her brother. The gesture is a far cry fromwhere
t hey began not | ong ago.

A beat .

TASHA ( CONT' D)
What ?

LORRAI NE
Just wondering what 14 is gonna | ook
like.
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