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DAN (V.O.)

There comes a time in every man’s
life when he asks himself “Who do I
want to be?

SHOTS OF BUFFALO, NY - Commuters sit in traffic. Construction
workers smoke cigarettes while building a mall.

DAN (V.O.)
What’s the life I want to have?

A CARMAX dealership. Endless rows of used cars.

DAN (V.O.)
What’s the face I want to present
to the world?

DAN MITCHELL (dad-bod, Carmax polo) is speaking these words
to a CUSTOMER in front of a USED BMW.

DAN
When you drive a high-performance
automobile like this, you don’'t ask
those questions. You’ve already
answered them. You have that life.
You are that gquy.

CUSTOMER
But it looks like shit. There’s
rust, salt stains-

DAN
This is Buffalo, it happens. But
under the hood, she’s a Swiss
clock.

CUSTOMER
German.

DAN
A German Swiss clock.

Dan glances at his watch, and Customer notices.
CUSTOMER
Hey, if you don’'t want to sell me a

car, find someone who does.

Dan looks over at younger salesmen lurking like hyenas.




DAN
No, it’s just my anniversary,
and... never mind. Maybe if we

could narrow down what you’re
looking for-

CUSTOMER
I'1ll tell you what I'm looking for.
You see that?

He points at a SHITTY MINIVAN parked near the exit.

CUSTOMER (CONT'D)
I want the opposite of that.

EXT. BUFFALO ROAD - EVENING

Dan drives THAT EXACT MINIVAN through a suburb, exhausted by
the long day.

He pulls into the driveway of a modest home, warm light
glowing from within. Dan smiles, finding comfort in it.

INT. MITCHELL HOUSE - KITCHEN

Dan enters the kitchen where his wife RACHEL is arguing with
their daughter NINA (17).

NINA
That’s mine. Give it to me!

RACHEL
Look what our daughter tried to
fish out of the mail.

Rachel shows him an ENVELOPE from Northwestern University.

NINA
I can apply to any college I want!

RACHEL
You only want to go to Northwestern
because Trevor is there.

NINA
Don’'t say his name like that.
Trevor expands my mind.

RACHEL
He makes you mad at everything.
Dan, tell Nina a boy is no reason
to choose a college.



NINA
Tell mom I'm a grown woman who can
make up my own mind.

Dan awkwardly pulls FLOWERS from behind his back.

DAN
Happy anniversary?

Nina snatches the envelope from Rachel and storms out.

DAN (CONT'D)
Sorry-

RACHEL
(takes the flowers)
They're beautiful. Thank you.

She kisses him and puts them in water as Dan kneels by their
10 month-old baby MAX on a blanket.

DAN
Hey buddy. How’'s it going?
(Max farts)
That good, huh? Up top.

Max gives him a baby high-five. KYLE (14) breezes through the
kitchen toward the door.

KYLE
I'm going to Samir's, bye.

DAN
Not tonight, pal. Pizza and putt-
putt, anniversary tradition.

KYLE
Come on, that was your first date.
Why make us go?

DAN
Because we're a family?

RACHEL
You practically live at Samir’s.
You can take a night off.

KYLE
Let me get this straight. You make
me quit gaming so I’'ll make
friends, and now I can’t hang out
with my friends?



DAN
We made you quit gaming because
blowing people’s heads off 24/7
isn’t healthy.

RACHEL
We know it hasn’t been easy,
sweetie, and we’'re really proud of
you.

Rachel and Dan glance at each other, softening.

DAN
You know what, pal? Don’t worry
about it, go have fun with Samir-

Kyle’s gone before he even finishes the sentence. Dan shrugs
and turns back to Rachel.

DAN (CONT'D)
Guess it’s you and me. Ready for a
hot night of putt-putt?

Rachel summons a smile. Yay....?

EXT. CASTLE PARK - NIGHT
Dan eats shitty pizza with Rachel by a mini-golf course.

DAN
Tastes just like it did eighteen
years ago.

RACHEL
It’'s probably the same pizza.

DAN
I'm scorekeeper this year. I think
you were shaving strokes last time.

Rachel gives him a look. Then, hesitantly...

RACHEL
So my yoga friend Gwen I was
telling you about? She and her ex
used to go to the Maldives for
their anniversary.

DAN
Key word there is “ex.” Putt-putt’s
gotten us to 18 years.
(grins, holds up a fist)
I'm proud of us.



She smiles and bumps it.

RACHEL
Me too.

DAN
And if you want to do something
else, we totally can.

Rachel is tempted but can tell Dan loves this tradition.

RACHEL
You know who you sound like?

DAN
Who?

She rises and picks up her putter.

RACHEL
Someone afraid of my skills.

EXT. SAMIR’'S HOUSE - NIGHT

Kyle rides his bike up a driveway to a GARAGE, where SAMIR
(11) waits.

KYLE
Hey.
(off Samir’s blank look)
What?

SAMIR
It’s the first of the month.

Kyle digs out a pair of HUNDRED DOLLAR BILLS and hands them
over. This isn’t a friendship, it’s a business arrangement.

Samir clicks a REMOTE and heads back inside the house.
The garage door opens, revealing a badass gaming lair.

Flatscreens, ergonomic chair, webcam, and mini-fridge of
RedBull.

Kyle flops onto the chair, turns on the screens, XBOX and
webcam, activating a TWITCH LIVESTREAM.

KYLE
What’s up fuckers? Killboy'’s back
and in the mood for some BloodOps.
(MORE)



KYLE (CONT'D)
Fitzie86 called me a bitch for
using RPGs yesterday, so I'm going
open challenge tonight, and I'm
gonna dominate all your asses with
just a knife. Good enough for you,
Fitzie? Let’s do this.

Kyle’s ASSASSIN AVATAR drops into a dystopian war zone
immediately begins cutting throats, breaking necks - he’'s
fucking unstoppable.

The Twitch chat-stream lights up and his viewer count
skyrockets as Killboy fans tune in. Kyle'’s avatar chucks his
knife through some poor bastard’s eye-socket.

KYLE (CONT'D)
Ohhh shit!

Kyle looks at the webcam and does his signature Killboy
gesture - double guns to the head. Blao!

EXT. PUTT-PUTT COURSE - NIGHT

A TEEN watches Kyle'’s livestream on his phone as his family
plays putt-putt.

On another hole, Rachel lines up a shot as Dan sips a
slushie.

DAN
It’'s too bad, the kids used to love
this.

RACHEL

I dunno, this is kinda nice; it
feels more like it did on our first
date.

Dan nods at a WINDMILL OBSTACLE.

DAN
Wasn’t this the spot?

RACHEL
Indeed it was.

Dan pulls her close. They're about to kiss-

AFFLICTION (0.S.)
Yo, keep it moving.

Dan sees a ripped guy in an AFFLICTION shirt behind them with
his bored girlfriend.



DAN
Easy, man. It’s our anniversary.

He moves to kiss Rachel, but a GOLF BALL hits his foot.
DAN (CONT'D)
Seriously? There’s people ahead of
us too. Chill.

AFFLICTION
Don’'t fucking tell me to chill.

The guy advances and SMACKS the slushie out of Dan'’s hand,
splashing it all over him. Dan stares at him, eyes burning.

AFFLICTION (CONT'D)
What are you gonna do?

Dan looks at Rachel, who watches nervously. Nearby families
are staring. Teen Killboy fan is now filming on his phone,
hoping for a fight.

Dan meets Affliction’s eyes for a moment... but does nothing.

AFFLICTION (CONT'D)
I thought so.

Affliction smirks and walks back to his girlfriend.

RACHEL
What an asshole.

Dan walks off the course without a word.

RACHEL (CONT'D)
Dan...

He keeps walking.

INT. MINIVAN - NIGHT
Dan and Rachel drive home.

RACHEL
You did the right thing. What were
you supposed to do, fight some jerk
at putt-putt?

DAN
Just drop it.

RACHEL
A real man defuses a situation-



DAN
Rachel, enough!

They drive on in silence. Rachel looks over at the
speedometer. Dan is driving 55 on the dot.

DAN (CONT'D)
What?

RACHEL
Nothing.
(off his look, relents)
No one’s gonna pull you over for
doing sixty, Dan.
Like he needed to feel more emasculated tonight.

DAN
You want me to get wild?

RACHEL
Show me wild.

Dan accelerates up to sixty.
DAN
You like that? Is that how a real

man drives?

RACHEL
Feels good to be bad, doesn’t it?

POLICE LIGHTS flash behind them. Rachel winces. Fuuuuck.
TIME CUT TO

A TROOPER walks to the car. Dan hands over his license and
registration. The Trooper compares the photo to Dan.

TROOPER
You look different without the
beard. Wait here.

The Trooper walks back to his cruiser.

RACHEL
When did you have a beard?

Dan just stares out the window. This fucking night.

INT. MITCHELL HOUSE - NIGHT

Move down a hallway lined with family photos...
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- Young Rachel mid-POLE VAULT on the cover of the Ohio State
student magazine. “Rachel Sanders: Bound for Athens Gold?”

- Dan holding newborn Nina, proud and happy.
Move into the steam-filled BATHROOM where Dan showers. He

stares into his reflection in the glass, stone-faced, as
Slushie runs down his face like blood.

DAN

I'll tell you what I’'m gonna do.
I'm gonna wait until you swing and
break three of your ribs before you
even know you missed. Then I'm
gonna put your head through that
fucking windmill. Or you could just
walk away while you still can.

Whoa. Dan composes himself and turns off the shower.

INT. MITCHELL HOUSE - KYLE'S ROOM

Kyle is asleep with earbuds in. Dan tucks him in and turns
off the light.

INT. MITCHELL HOUSE - NINA'S ROOM

Dan kisses sleeping Nina goodnight.

INT. MITCHELL HOUSE - NURSERY

Dan enters the nursery where little Max is standing in his
crib.

DAN
What are you doing up?
(catches a whiff, winces)
Oh.

He lifts Max out and places him on the changing table. Max
grins up expectantly. Dan knows that look.

DAN (CONT'D)
You want me to do the thing, don’t
you?

Max grins. Dan cracks his knuckles... then changes Max's
diaper with INCREDIBLE SPEED like a Mossad agent breaking
apart an Uzi and putting it back together. Five seconds flat.
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DAN (CONT'D)
Bam! New record.

Max giggles. Dan puts him back in the crib and kisses his
soft baby head.

INT. MITCHELL HOUSE - DAN AND RACHEL'S BEDROOM

Dan enters the bedroom, weary. Rachel holds up Dan’s LICENSE,
baffled.

RACHEL
Are you wearing a fake beard in
your license photo?

DAN
You went through my wallet?

RACHEL
What is this?

Dan reluctantly smile and shrugs.

DAN
It’s a thing I do.

RACHEL
Wearing a beard to the DMV is a
thing you do? Since when?

DAN
Since always. A buddy and I did it
once in college, and now it's
tradition. Is it really that weird?

RACHEL
It is absolutely that weird.
(a thought occurs to her)
Still got it?
- TIME CUT -
Dan emerges from the bathroom wearing the FAKE BEARD.

RACHEL (CONT'D)
Well hello, handsome stranger.

Dan crawls onto the bed and kisses her. The kiss deepens.
After a moment, Rachel picks a hair from her tongue.

DAN
Sorry.
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RACHEL
It’'s fine. Keep going.
(they kiss more, until)
Is there a... smell?

DAN
It’s the glue.

Rachel blows on his beard, trying to disperse the smell.

DAN (CONT'D)
This isn’t working, is it?

RACHEL
Maybe we should try without it.

She yanks off Dan’s beard, as Dan winces in pain.

DAN
Ow, Jesus! There’'s a solvent-

Dan slumps back onto the pillow, clumps of glue on his face.
Rachel snorts a laugh.

RACHEL
Sorry, this was my dumb idea. I
thought it might... you know.
DAN

It’'s okay. I know we’re in kind of
a rut lately, but I love you so
much.

RACHEL
I love you too. Happy anniversary.

She snuggles up to him and closes her eyes.

FADE TO:

INT. YOGA STUDIO - DAY

Rachel does yoga next to GWEN (30’'s, rich and beautiful).

GWEN
The guy spilled slushie all over
Dan, and he did nothing?

RACHEL
He took the high road.
(off Gwen’s look)
Dan doesn’t like violence. In real
life or movies or video games...
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GWEN
Stop it, my knees are buckling.

RACHEL
It’'s a good quality.

GWEN
You wanted to see him kick that
guy’s ass, admit it.

RACHEL
Is that wrong?

The Yoga Instructor shoots them a look and they stop talking.

EXT. YOGA STUDIO - DAY

Rachel and Gwen emerge from the yoga studio.

RACHEL
Lunch?

GWEN
Can’'t, I'm headed to Belize for the
weekend.

RACHEL

Ugh, I need my own plane.

GWEN
Come with me.

RACHEL
That’s what your trip needs - your
lactating yoga buddy.

GWEN
You need some excitement in your
life, Rachel. Where would you go if
you could go anywhere?

RACHEL
Vegas.

GWEN
Gawd, you can do better than that.

RACHEL
No, that’s what I want. Nice hotel,
fancy dinner, gamble money we don't
have-
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GWEN
So do it.

RACHEL
I've been asking Dan forever, but
it’s never the right time. And now
with the baby, it won’'t ever be.

GWEN
Bullshit. You want that spark back,
you'’ve gotta shake things up.

They reach Gwen'’s Mercedes, and she hugs Rachel
GWEN (CONT'D)
All right I'm done with you.
If you change your mind, call me.
Mai Tais so big you can swim in
them, babe.

Gwen ROARS off in her gleaming Mercedes. Rachel looks at her
salt-stained Subaru and sighs.
INT. SUPERMARKET - DAY

Dan shops for groceries, wearing a BABY BJORN with Max in it.
The next item on Rachel’s handwritten list is “FORMULA”.

Dan stares at the massive selection. “Lactose Free”,
“Sensitive”, “Easy Digestion”...

DAN
Shit.

He snaps a photo and texts it to Rachel - “Which one?”

As he waits for an answer, Dan notices a MUSCULAR MAN WITH A
NECK TATTOO looking at him. Neck Tattoo averts his eyes and
studies items on the shelf.

Dan shakes off the weird vibe and pushes his cart to the
FRUIT AND VEGETABLE AISLE

Dan examines melons but then notices...

Neck Tattoo is back, now browsing strawberries.

Dan moves to a FREEZER, but as he reaches for the handle, he
sees Neck Tattoo in the reflection, approaching from behind.

Neck Tattoo DRAWS A KNIFE, spinning it into a KILL GRIP. What
the fuck??
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But Dan doesn’t panic. Instead, he closes his eyes with
regret, like he knew this was coming.

Long-repressed instinct kicks in. He subtly tightens the
straps on the Baby Bjorn and kisses Max’s soft head...

DAN (CONT’D)
I’'m sorry about this, pal.

...then SPINS, SIDE-KICKING Neck Tattoo in the chest, sending
him crashing over a vegetable display!

Neck Tattoo pops up and attacks Dan, who fends him off with
Aikido moves (what??), protecting Max in the Baby Bjorn.

Dan FLIPS Neck Tattoo into the open freezer and SLAMS THE
DOOR ON HIS HEAD until Neck Tattoo goes limp.

Baby Max giggles and claps. Dan sees other shoppers staring,
stunned.

A TEXT arrives from Rachel. “Easy digestion.”

Dan grabs a box of Easy Digestion and tosses cash to the
shocked cashier as he hurries out.

INT. MITCHELL HOUSE - DAY
Rachel enters the house with Nina and Kyle, mid-conversation.

RACHEL
I'm simply saying you shouldn’t
accuse colleges of institutional
racism in your admissions essay.

NINA
That’s how change happens.

KYLE
That’s how community college
happens.

NINA
Oh really? Maybe we should invite
Samir over and you guys can tell
mom and dad all the fun stuff you
do together.

Kyle shoots her a look. Shut the fuck up!

RACHEL
I love that idea!
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KYLE
(thinking fast)
Nina quit the school paper!

Nina PUNCHES him on the arm. Asshole!

RACHEL
You quit the Taft High Tribune??
Nina, you’'re the editor! Journalism
is your life!

NINA
Journalism’s dead.

RACHEL
That’'s Trevor talking.

The PHONE rings.
KYLE
Hey, maybe that’s him. Just
kidding, he never calls.

Nina storms upstairs, hurt, as Rachel answers the phone.

RACHEL
Hello?

INTERCUT WITH DAN DRIVING, with Max in his car seat.
DAN

Hey, is everything okay? Do you
have the kids with you?

RACHEL
We just got home. You sound weird.
What'’s up?

DAN

Nothing, I just - I've got a
surprise for you. So keep everyone
there, okay? Home in a few, love
you!

He hangs up and FLOORS IT. In the kitchen, Rachel shrugs and
hangs up.

THE DOORBELL RINGS. Rachel glances over. Who could that be?

EXT. MITCHELL HOUSE - DAY

Dan drives the minivan into the garage. He gets out and scans
the street before closing the garage door.
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INT. MITCHELL HOUSE - CONTINUOUS
Dan hurries inside with Max.

DAN
Rachel?

RACHEL (0.S.)
In here.

Dan rounds a corner and sees Rachel in the family room with
GUNTHER (30s, muscular German).

RACHEL (CONT’D)
This is Gunther. He just bought the
house down the street.

(holds up a gift basket)
He brought us a lovely selection of
jellies.

Dan stares at Gunther, who stares right back.

DAN
Gunther; that’s German, right? I
took a semester of German in high
school.

RACHEL
You did?
(to Gunther)
Dan never tells me anything.

DAN
(IN GERMAN)
I’11l come with you. Leave my family
out of this, they know nothing.

RACHEL
What did you say?

DAN
“Which way to the discoteque?”
(to Gunther)
How’d I do?

Gunther shakes his head. Not gonna happen.
Dan lifts Max out of the baby bjorn and hands him to Rachel.
DAN (CONT'D)

Would you mind putting Max down for
his nap?
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RACHEL
Sure. Let’s get you to bed.

When she’s gone, Gunther slides a HANDGUN from under his
jacket. He smiles at Dan’s dad-bod and baby bjorn.

GUNTHER
You can’t be him. The greatest of
us. The one McCaffrey loved like a
son.

Dan slowly lays down the diaper bag.

DAN
McCaffrey doesn’t know the first
thing about having a son.
Fortunately... I do.

Dan FLINGS A SHIT-FILLED DIAPER THAT CLINGS TO GUNTHER'S
FACE! As Gunther thrashes...

DAN (CONT'D)
Alexa, play Metallical!

Thundering Metallica kicks in as Dan SWATS the gun from
Gunther’s hand and PUNCHES HIM.

Gunther recovers, ripping the diaper off his face.

Gunther CHARGES Dan with a flurry of martial arts blows and
snatches up the gun, but Dan deftly spins him into a
HEADLOCK, cutting off his air!

Gunther tries to aim back at Dan, who struggles to keep the
gun pointed away, but Gunther is too strong!

Just as Gunther gets the barrel to Dan’s head, Dan JERKS his
neck, snapping it. Gunther goes limp.

RACHEL (0.S.)
Dan?

Rachel is coming back downstairs!

Dan HURLS Gunther’s body over the couch and SHOVES it against
the wall with a CRUNCH just before Rachel walks in.

RACHEL (CONT’D)
Why's the music so loud?

DAN
Sorry. Gunther and I were rocking
out.
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RACHEL
Where is he?

DAN
Just left.

Rachel turns off the music as Dan peers out the window. A
BLACK SUV_is parked up the street, windows tinted. Shit.

RACHEL
So what'’s the surprise?
(off Dan’s look)
You said you had a surprise.

DAN
Oh, yeah. I’'ve been thinking. That
trip to Vegas you'’re always asking
for? Let’s do it.
(Rachel scoffs)
I'm serious. Let’s pack up the kids
and drive there right now.

RACHEL
Drive?

DAN
Family road trip. The kids have a
long weekend, let’s make the most
of it.

RACHEL
You’'re serious?

DAN
Say yes before I come to my senses.

A smile creeps across Rachel’s face.

RACHEL
Yes.

DAN
Get the kids packed, we leave in
two minutes.

RACHEL
Wait, what?

But he’s gone.
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INT. MITCHELL HOUSE - DAN AND RACHEL'S BEDROOM
Dan hurries to his closet and dislodges a SECRET PANEL. He

pulls out a GO-BAG containing STACKS OF MONEY, a PASSPORT and
a GUN. He pops the clip, checks it, then jams it back in.

INT. MITCHELL HOUSE - KITCHEN

Kyle and Nina carry duffels into the kitchen where Dan is
assembling the diaper bag.

NINA
We're really going to Vegas?

DAN
Yup! Get in the car.

Kyle and Nina head for the garage.
DAN (CONT'D)
Oh, and DO NOT open the garage
door. I will do it.
(off their confused looks)

No reason. Road trip, woo!
The teens glance at each other and disappear down the hall.
Dan peers out the window and sees a GARBAGE TRUCK making its
way house toward their house. An idea is coming to him.

INT. BLACK SUV - CONTINUOUS

RIFLE SCOPE POV - we’re watching the Mitchell house through a
rifle scope, looking for signs of movement.

A cocky young sniper in an Offspring tee aims from the
driver’s seat, moving a TOOTHPICK with his tongue.

In the passenger seat sits COOGAN (40s, veteran jarhead). In
the back is CYRUS (20’s, slacker gamer, hoodie, Vans)

COOGAN
Gunther’s taking too long.

The GARBAGE TRUCK rolls past them.

INT. MITCHELL HOUSE - GARAGE - CONTINUOUS

Rachel buckles Max into his carseat. Dan turns on the
minivan’s engine.
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KYLE
Dad, running a car in a closed
garage is literally how people kill
themselves.

He reaches for the garage remote.

DAN
Wait, not yet.

KYLE
Why not?

DAN

Because I said so.
Something in Dan’s tone tells Kyle to drop it.

Dan opens the “Ring” app on his phone, getting LIVE VIDEO
from their doorbell cam.

RACHEL
What are you doing?

RING POV - Dan sees the garbage truck pull in front of the
house, blocking the SUV’s view of the garage.

DAN
All right pal, hit it.

Kyle clicks the garage door remote button.

INT/EXT. BLACK SUV
Coogan frowns at the garbage truck blocking their view.

COOGAN
Damn it.

When the truck moves, the garage door is OPEN, and the
minivan is speeding away!

COOGAN (CONT'D)
Go, go go!

Toothpick floors it after the minivan. THE CHASE IS ON.

EXT. STREET - DAY

Dan speeds through their quiet neighborhood, glancing at the
SUV in the mirror.
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RACHEL
Easy there, leadfoot.

DAN
Last night I'm too slow; today I'm
too fast?

The SUV ROARS UP beside them, aggressively close!

RACHEL
(rolls her window down)
Hey asshole, what’s your problem?

The TINTED WINDOW starts to roll down. Dan JERKS the wheel,
veering down a side street. The kids are jostled in the back,
Max’'s milk goes flying.

NINA
Jesus, dad!

DAN
Sorry - it’s best to get away from
people like that. Never engage.
The SUV fails to make the turn. Toothpick brakes, but-

CYRUS
No you’re good, stay on this road.

Cyrus 1s tracking the minivan on a TABLET.
CYRUS (CONT’D)
I've got him.
INT. MINIVAN - CONTINUOUS

Dan knits & purls his way through a private industrial park,
glancing in his rearview.

RACHEL
Where on earth are you going?

DAN
It’s a shortcut.

Dan reaches the main road on the far side. Coast is clear.

Dan heads down the main road, but the SUV swerves back into
view behind them. Under his breath...

DAN (CONT'D)
He’s tracking us.
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RACHEL
(looks up from phone)
Hmm?
DAN
Nothing.

Dan sees a turnoff ahead for CARMAX and swerves onto it.

DAN (CONT'D)
I've gotta check something at work.

Dan accelerates toward Carmax and clicks a REMOTE. The
EMPLOYEE GATE opens. Dan speeds through, and it starts to
CLOSE AGAIN.

The SUV races to the gate, but they’re too late! Toothpick
screeches to a stop, then heads for the MAIN ENTRANCE.

EXT. CARMAX - DAY
Dan drives the minivan into the SERVICE GARAGE and gets out.

DAN
I'1ll just be a second.

He kneels, peering under the car. Seeing a TRACKING DEVICE on
the chassis, he reaches for it but can’t quite get it.

Dan glances out the window and sees the SUV about to pass by
the window! Dan HITS A BUTTON, and the minivan RISES on a
HYDRAULIC LIFT. The family reacts, startled!

NINA
Dad, what the fuck!

RACHEL
Language, Nina!
(leans out, low)
Dan, what the fuck?

DAN
We're driving two thousand miles. I
should change the oil.

RACHEL
Can we NOT be in the car for it?

Dan steps out of sight behind the hydraulic pole, just as the
SUV_passes the window.

Toothpick and Coogan peer in but see no minivan - it’s risen
above their field of view.
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They drive onwards into the sales lot, Cyrus studying the
tracking signal on the tablet. He frowns.

CYRUS
I think we passed him.

In the garage, Dan plucks the TRACKER from the bottom of the
minivan. He’s about to smash it with a hammer, but...

...out the window, he sees the SUV stop and begin BACKING UP.

Dan spots the arrogant CUSTOMER from the opening scene taking
delivery of his used BMW.

DAN
Hey, Mr. Nordeman! They got your
new ride all tuned up for you, eh?

CUSTOMER
You can stop selling, Doug. I
bought the damn thing.

DAN

It’s Dan.

(leans in his window)
So listen, I want you to really
open this sucker up when you get
off the lot; feel what you bought.
And if it’s not everything I told
you, bring it back. If you get a
ticket, it’s on me.

Customer rolls his eyes and drives away, as Dan subtly sticks
the TRACKER on the BMW.

The car ROARS off the lot, disappearing down the road, and
the SUV _TAKES OFF in pursuit of the tracker signal.

Dan is relieved, but then sees his whole family looking down
at him.

RACHEL
You gonna change the oil, or are we
just gonna live up here?

EXT. BRIDGE - DAY

Road-trip music kicks in as the minivan SPEEDS across the
Buffalo River Bridge. Rachel has her feet out the window,
singing along. Dan smiles at seeing Rachel looking so happy
but then notices she’s writing a text.
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DAN
What are you doing?

RACHEL
Texting Gwen. She knows I’'ve wanted
this forever.

Dan sees the kids on their phones as well. He spots a CELL
TOWER as they pass. They’re leaving digital footprints.

DAN
You know what? This should be a
device-free vacation.
(nobody looks up)
I'm serious. This is family time.
(still nothing)
Rachel? Little help?

RACHEL
You heard him. Hand over the
phones.

The teens glumly hand over their phones. Dan looks at Rachel.

DAN
Yours too.

NINA
Yeah mom, if we have to, you have
to.

DAN

(holds up his own phone)
All of us, okay? Solidarity.

Rachel reluctantly hands over her phone. Dan THROWS THE
PHONES OUT THE WINDOW into the river. Stunned silence.

KYLE
No way you just did that.

RACHEL
Dan, what the hell??

DAN
Don’t you think this road trip
should be as torturous as the ones
we grew up with? Forced to interact
with our family?
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RACHEL
You didn’t have to throw them away!
How are we going to know where
we're going?

SMASH TO:

INT. AAA - DAY

AAA office. Stale air, elevator music. LEVON (40s, travel
associate) stares at the Mitchell family, skeptical.

LEVON
If this is a joke, it’s not funny.

DAN
It’'s not a joke. We’'re going on a
family road trip. We need a route,
we need maps-

LEVON
Why don’t you just...
(mimics a smartphone)
Boopity-boop-boop...

KYLE
Yeah, dad, why? Oh right.

DAN
Look, we need travel help. Isn’t
this what you do?

Levon leans back in his chair, studying them.

LEVON
Not for a very long time.

Levon blows dust off a LARGE FILE CABINET and slides it open,
revealing PAPER MAPS, meticulously organized.

LEVON (CONT'D)
What'’s your destination?

DAN
Las Vegas. So we’ll also need a
room at...?

He looks to Rachel, and a smile creeps across her face.

RACHEL
Aria.
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DAN
Aria it is.
(beat)
Oh, and is there a pay phone around
here?

LEVON
Now I KNOW you’re messing with me.

TIME CUT TO

Dan stands in the AAA lobby dialing the COURTESY PHONE. He
checks to make sure his family is out of earshot with Levon.

INT. AUGIE'S APARTMENT - DAY

The phone rings in a shitty apartment where a STUDENT in an
ASU sweatshirt stands in front of a large replica of a
drivers license.

AUGIE (0.S.)
Take off the sweatshirt.

STUDENT
Why?

Reveal AUGIE (40s, Brit) standing behind a CAMERA TRIPOD.
AUGIE
Because, genius, we’'re trying to
make it look like you’re NOT in
college.
(answers phone, annoyed)
What?
INTERCUT with Dan at the courtesy phone.

DAN
It’s me. Don’t hang up.

Augie looks over at the Student.

AUGIE
Get out.

STUDENT
But I paid for-

AUGIE
GET THE FUCK OUT!

The Student gathers his things, pissed.
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AUGIE (CONT'D)
You'’'ve got some nerve calling me.
McCaffrey scorched the Earth for
your ass; I had to leave my whole
life behind! Now I'm stuck making
fake IDs for entitled college
pricks.

STUDENT
I can still hear you.

Augie CHUCKS A JAR OF PENCILS at the Student, who flees the
apartment.

AUGIE
How are you not dead?

DAN
I’'ve been lucky. But I'm blown; I
need identities for my wife and
three kids. I’'1ll pay you half a
million cash.

AUGIE
I could sell you out to McCaffrey
for twice that.

DAN
You haven’t in eighteen years. I'm
trusting you won'’'t now.

AUGIE
Half a million?

DAN
We're driving to the Aria in Vegas.
Meet us there in three days.

Dan sees Rachel and the kids approaching, carrying maps.

DAN (CONT'D)
(into phone, upbeat)
Thanks for understanding, Hank.
I'll be back to work on Tuesday.

He hangs up and smiles at his family.

DAN (CONT'D)
Got everything?

NINA
If you mean fifty trees’ worth of
maps, yeah.
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DAN
Great. Let’s hit the road!

Dan, Rachel and Kyle head for the car, but Nina doesn’t.

NINA
I have terms.

DAN
Terms?

NINA

We're driving right through
Chicago. If you want me on this
trip, I get to tour Northwestern.

RACHEL
You don’t really want to tour
Northwestern, you want to see
Trevor.

NINA
Call it whatever you want. That’s
the price of my cooperation.
Otherwise I go limp noodle.

Nina drops to the floor like a sack of wet burlap. Dan and
Rachel look at each other. Oy.
EXT. ROUTE 90 - DAY

The minivan speeds along Route 90, passing a sign: “Welcome
to Pennsylvania”. Dan and Rachel sing along with the radio.

DAN/RACHEL
“She’s got eyes of the bluest
skies, and if they thought of
rain...”
The kids cover their ears. Uggggghhh...

FADE TO:

EXT. OIL EXPLORATION SHIP - DAY

A SLEEK HELICOPTER soars above ocean swells toward a SHIP in
the distance.

SUPER: Arabian Sea - 120 miles off Yemen

The chopper comes in for a landing on a helipad.
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STUART KIRK (30’s, rat-faced Stephen Miller type) steps off,
wearing a cap and sunglasses, but his hat blows off.

STUART
Damnit!

The hat skids across the helipad, but is STEPPED ON by a
MILITARY BOOT. Pan up to reveal MCCAFFREY (50s. You know the
type of badass who eats bullets and shits death? McCaffrey
kills those guys for a living)

MCCAFFREY
Relax. No one on this dump knows
who you are. Let’s talk inside.

Stuart picks up the cap, frowns at the dirty boot-print but
puts it on anyway.

INT. OIL EXPLORATION SHIP - CONTINUOUS

McCaffrey leads Stuart onto the ship’s bridge. To the
crewmen. .

MCCAFFREY
Fuck off.

The crewmen leave. When they’re gone..

STUART
Have you found it yet?

MCCAFFREY
Getting close.

STUART
What does the crew know?

MCCAFFREY
They think we’re looking for oil.

STUART
I need your assurance there is no
way this can be traced back to us.
Is there anyone else on the planet
who knows what’s down there?

MCCAFFREY
Only one.
(checks his watch)
And he’s just been taken care of.

Stuart puts a finger in McCaffrey’s face.
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STUART
You’'d better be right.

McCaffrey’'s eyes narrow. Get that finger out of my face or
I’11 snap it off and kill you with it.

Stuart wisely lowers his hand.
TIME CUT TO

McCaffrey watches Stuart’s helicopter fly away from the ship,
then dials a SAT-PHONE.

MCCAFFREY
Tell me it’s done.

INTERCUT WITH COOGAN in the SUV with Toothpick and Cyrus.
COOGAN
He got past us. Took off with his
family.
McCaffrey’s eyes narrow.
MCCAFFREY
I want you to listen very
carefully. Are you listening?
McCaffrey RIPS A CHAIR from its bolts and HURLS it through
the bridge window, shattering it. Startled Yemeni sailors
look up as the chair crashes to the deck below.

MCCAFFREY (CONT’D)
Did you get that?

COOGAN
Understood, skip. We’re on it.

McCaffrey hangs up, seething.

On the deck, a CLAXON SOUNDS as a CRANE reels a MINI-SUB out
of the ocean. In the sub’s claws is a GRAPHITE CASE.

McCaffrey’s cold eyes gleam.

FADE TO:

EXT. CLEVELAND MOTEL - NIGHT

Dan’s minivan is parked at the entrance of a MOTEL.
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Rachel feeds Max in the front seat. Kyle and Nina are
outside, leaning on the hood. Kyle taps his fingers
restlessly.

NINA
Look at you, you have withdrawal.
Can you really not go one day
without blowing people’s brains
out?

KYLE
I have a brand to manage.

NINA

Desensitized recluse is not a
brand.

KYLE
Oh good, Trevor'’s here with all his
big words. For your information I
made twelve grand last month.

NINA
Bullshit.

PIMPLY KID (0O.S.)
Hey man.

A PIMPLY KID is looking at Kyle in awe.

PIMPLY KID (CONT'D)
Are you Killboy?

Kyle grins smugly at Nina, who rolls her eyes.

PIMPLY KID (CONT'D)
Can I get a picture?

Kyle glances into the minivan. Rachel is distracted, feeding
Max.

KYLE
Sure.

Kyle stands next to Pimply Kid, who prepares a selfie.

PIMPLY KID
Do the thing.

Kyle puts “double guns” to Pimply Kid’s head and makes a war-
face.
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INT. MOTEL LOBBY - CONTINUOUS
The desk manager hands Dan an envelope.
RECEPTIONIST
Rooms twenty-seven and twenty-

eight, here are your key cards.

Dan heads for the exit but notices Kyle taking a selfie with
Pimply Kid. Pimply Kid walks away as Dan emerges.

DAN
What was that about?
NINA
Terrific question. What was that

about?
Kyle shoots her a look.

KYLE
He’s a kid from school.

NINA
Our school? I’'ve never seen him.
And why would he be here?

KYLE
We're here.

DAN
Is he gonna post that picture?

KYLE
I dunno. Why?

Rachel leans out of the car.

RACHEL
Did you get rooms?

Dan watches Pimply Kid disappear into a motel room with his
parents. Shit.

DAN
No, they’re all booked. Gotta keep
going.

The kids groan and climb back in the minivan. Dan subtly
tosses the room key-cards in the trash and gets in.
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EXT. ROUTE 90 - NIGHT

It’s the middle of the night. Dan drives groggily as the
family sleeps. He scrolls through shitty midwest radio.

RADIO

(Kenny Chesney)
She thinks my tractor’s sexy...

(evangelical pastor)
...the path you’re on leads only to
HELL, AND DAMNATION!

(Dr. Laura)
Honey, he’s not gonna buy the cow
if he’s getting the milk for free-

(news station)
The president today urged the
senate to pass his controversial
domestic surveillance bill. White
House advisor Stuart Kirk echoed
the president’s call, saying the
bill is necessary to prevent
terrorist attacks on American soil.

Dan gives up and turns it off, drinking the last drops of a
flat Coke to stay awake.

The minivan speeds under an OVERPASS.

NIGHT-VISION POV: We watch the minivan speed away and zoom in
on the license plate.

Atop the overpass are TWO LONG-HAIRED SWEDES on motorcycles.
Swede 1 lowers his night-vision binoculars.

SWEDE 1
It’s them.

They slide helmets over their flowing manes and zoom down the
on-ramp in pursuit.

IN THE MINIVAN

Dan yawns, then notices two motorcycles speeding up behind
him, the riders drawing GUNS. Shit!

Dan gently puts headphones on Rachel and switches on
NoiseCancel. Nina and Kyle have headphones on already.

He slides out his GUN and also a SILENCER. But as he screws
the silencer on, he hears a GIGGLE. Max is awake, watching
from his carseat.

DAN
Shhh.
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Swede 1 roars up beside them, but Dan reaches out the window
and FIRES TWICE! Swede 1 is THROWN off his bike, toppling
brutally. His kevlar saved him from the bullets, but his bike
is destroyed.

Dan accelerates to get away from Swede 2, but Swede 2 catches
up easily and aims for the minivan’s TIRES.

Dan jerks the wheel, SIDESWIPING him! The family is jostled
but stays asleep. Swede 2 grabs DAN’S DOOR as his motorcycle
tumbles out from under him!

Swede 2 swats the gun out of Dan’s hand and draws a knife!
Dan fights back as best he can against a helmeted opponent!

Max giggles, loving this! Rachel stirs - is she gonna wake
up? Dan stuffs a pacifier in Max'’s mouth as he fights!

He then spots the bottle of BREAST MILK in Max’'s lap.

Dan JAMS the bottle up under Swede 2’'s helmet and SQUEEZES,
flooding it with choking breast milk, blinding Swede 2.

Dan ELBOWS Swede 2 until he TOPPLES onto the highway.
Dan zooms off into the night, relieved.

FADE TO:

EXT. NORTHWESTERN - MORNING

It’s morning. Dan parks the minivan in front of Northwestern
University, the family still asleep. He reclines his seat and
closes his eyes, utterly exhausted.

A moment later, Nina stirs and realizes where they are.

NINA
Oh my god. Dad, you’re the best!
RACHEL
(groggy)
You drove all night?
DAN
I kept getting second winds.
NINA
This is great. I’'ll go check out
campus, and you guys can... explore

Chicago?
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DAN
We’'re here for a tour, Nina. That
was the deal.

NINA
Of course. That’s... yeah. Totally.

EXT. NORTHWESTERN - DAY

An upbeat STUDENT TOUR GUIDE leads the Mitchells and other
families across the university quad.

STUDENT TOUR GUIDE
And there’s the dining hall, which
has helped me recover from many
late nights. Studying, of course.
The group laughs politely.

NINA
Which one is Cutter dorm?

STUDENT TOUR GUIDE
That building over there. Now, if
you’ll follow me this way, I’'1ll
show you our new science center.

The tour moves on, but Nina’s gaze is drawn back to Cutter.
Trevor 1is 1in there.

RACHEL
Nina...

Nina huffs and follows.

INT. NORTHWESTERN SCIENCE BUILDING - DAY
The Student Tour Guide leads them through a science building.
STUDENT TOUR GUIDE
Our engineering labs are state of

the art.

They emerge onto a mezzanine over the lobby. Dan’s eyes scan
the various people milling around.

- Three young women chatting on their way to class.

- A BURMESE COUPLE (20s) in Northwestern hoodies on the far
side of the mezzanine, sharing a breakfast burrito.

- A bored security guard.
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- Two professors talking heatedly about...

Dan’s eyes flick back to the Burmese couple. Their hoodies
are brand new. So are the backpacks - one even has a price
sticker. And the tour is headed their way.

DAN
(to Rachel)
I'm gonna hit the bathroom.

He walks the other way, glancing at the Burmese couple in a
REFLECTION. They begin a casual intercept course around the
mezzanine in pursuit of Dan.

Dan jogs down a hall, then turns. The pair stops short seeing
Dan. They draw SILENCED HANDGUNS.

Dan ducks into a science lab. The Burmese pair races to the
door. With military precision, they enter...
INT. NORTHWESTERN SCIENCE LAB - CONTINUOUS

A science lab. Black work tables, beakers, bunsen burners,
etc. No sign of Dan.

The Burmese pair moves through the room, aiming behind every
lab table. They reach the last one, but Dan’s not there.

Dan’s foot KICKS OUT from a low cupboard, cracking Burmese
1’'s knee! Dan pops up and disarms him, the gun skidding away.

SCIENCE LAB FIGHT! Dan fights the assassins hand-to-hand, but
he’s outnumbered and sent crashing over a table of beakers!

Burmese 1 leaps onto Dan, strangling him with a CORD, but Dan
jams a BEAKER into his mouth and rams his head back,
shattering it. Burmese 1 topples, choking on blood and glass.
Burmese 2 attacks Dan with a flurry of moves and KICKS him
into a plexiglass window-

INT. NORTHWESTERN SCIENCE BUILDING - CONTINUOUS

Dan SLAMS INTO the glass only feet from where Rachel and the
kids are on the tour! Shit!

They TURN, startled, but Dan is YANKED away before they see
him, the blinds falling back into place.

STUDENT TOUR GUIDE
Never a dull moment in the labs.
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INT. NORTHWESTERN SCIENCE LAB - CONTINUOUS

Burmese 2 SLAMS Dan to the floor and flips her knife into a
stab grip...

But Dan catches her hand, his other hand flailing in the
spilled items on the floor, finding a SYRINGE.

Dan jabs it in a bottle of god-knows-what and sticks it in
Burmese 2's neck! Burmese 2 convulses, then falls over dead.

Dan slumps, exhausted.

EXT. NORTHWESTERN SCIENCE BUILDING - DAY
Composing himself, Dan rejoins the tour.

STUDENT TOUR GUIDE
I hope you’ve all enjoyed this tour
of our beautiful campus. I know I
have.

The group claps politely.

DAN
Whoa, look at the time, we should
probably get back on the road.

NINA
Are you kidding me? I'm not leaving
without seeing Trevor.

DAN
We came here for a tour.

NINA
That is bullshit! We come all this
way and I can’'t see my own
boyfriend?

RACHEL
She’s right, Dan, that doesn’t seem
fair. What’s the hurry?

Dan forces a smile. No hurry. Everything’s fine.

EXT. NORTHWESTERN - CUTTER HOUSE - DAY

Nina heads inside Cutter dorm as Dan, Rachel, Kyle and Max
wait by the minivan. Dan scans the quad for threats.
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INT. NORTHWESTERN - CUTTER HOUSE - CONTINUOUS

Nina reaches the door to Trevor’s room. She checks her breath
then KNOCKS.

TREVOR (O.S.)

Go away.
NINA
It’'s me.
TREVOR (0.S.)
Me who?
NINA
Nina.

The door opens a crack, revealing TREVOR (18) in his
underwear.

TREVOR
What the hell? You don’t text first
or anything?

NINA
It’'s a long story. Can I come in?

TREVOR
It’s not a good time.

Nina pushes the door open and sees a FRESHMAN GIRL in
Trevor'’s bed.

NINA
What... The... Fuck.
TREVOR
You know we’re not exclusive-
NINA
We’re NOT?
TREVOR

I need you to be mature about this.

Nina storms off down the hall.

EXT. NORTHWESTERN - CUTTER HOUSE - DAY
Nina emerges from the dorm, distraught.

RACHEL
Honey, what happened?
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NINA
He’'s a cheating piece of shit,
that’s what happened.

RACHEL
Oh no, I'm sorry.

NINA
Let’s just go.

DAN
Great idea.

Rachel shoots him a look. What the fuck? Nina gets in the
minivan and slams the door.

DAN (CONT'D)
Fine, I’'ll talk to her.

Dan gets in the minivan and faces Nina, but she yanks her
hoodie-strings closed around her face.

DAN (CONT'D)
I'm sorry, sweetheart.
Relationships at this age-

NINA
Stop it. I don’'t need some dad
lecture about broken hearts.

Dan studies Nina, the sight of his devastated daughter
getting under his skin.

DAN
All right, fuck it. Let’s try
something new.
(beat)
Give me your hand.

Nina peers out from her hoodie, reluctantly curious.

INT. NORTHWESTERN - CUTTER HOUSE - DAY

KNOCK-KNOCK. Nina is back outside Trevor’s door. He opens it
and frowns at seeing Nina.

TREVOR
Come on, Nina, don’t be pathetic-

Nina JABS HIM IN THE TRACHIA with straightened fingers.

Trevor drops to the floor, gasping, then VOMITS all over
himself. Nina looks over at Freshman Girl.
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NINA
He’'s all yours.

Nina walks off down the hall, smiling.

EXT. NORTHWESTERN - CUTTER HOUSE - DAY

Nina strides out of the dorm and high-fives Dan as she walks
to the minivan. Rachel watches, impressed.

RACHEL
What did you say to her?
DAN
Just a dad lecture about broken

hearts.

Rachel bumps his shoulder playfully. You did good. Dan subtly
WINCES as he follows her to the minivan; he did just fight
two assassins to the death.

FADE TO:

MONTAGE

1) The minivan rolls past a sign - “Welcome to Iowa!” as Nina
is in mid-political rant.

NINA
I don’t get why you guys aren’t
furious; this is the most corrupt
administration in history! And this
surveillance bill? It’s dystopian!!

Dan and Rachel glance at each other. Oy.

2) Kyle lines up his eye with a speck on the window to
“sniper” other drivers. Pew... pew...

3) Nina is still ranting.

NINA (CONT'D)
I mean, seriously. Do you guys read
anything outside of state-sponsored
media?

DAN
Actually, I do. I read the Taft
High Tribune.
(Nina rolls her eyes)
They have a reporter I like. She’s
a pit bull and a terrific writer. I
think she’s going places.
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Rachel glances back at Nina. Huh, how about that? Nina sees
Dan looking at her proudly in the mirror, and a reluctant
smile crosses her lips.

NINA
You really mean that?

DAN
(genuine)
Yeah, honey, I do.
Nina smiles.
4) It’'s later. Kyle snoozes as Nina plays “So Big!” with Max,
extending her arms as he copies her. Max spots Nina'’s hoop
earring; Oooooh what’s that? He reaches for it-

5) SMASH CUT to Urgent Care as Nina gets her ear stitched up.

6) The minivan rolls past a sign - “Welcome to Nebraska!”

EXT. MOTEL - NIGHT

The minivan is parked outside of a motel.

INT. MOTEL - BATHROOM - NIGHT

Dan washes his sore body in the shower as Rachel brushes her
teeth.

RACHEL
Max is fed, kids are settled in

their room. I am so ready for a
real bed.

Dan gets out and towels off. Rachel studies him - there’s
something different about him. He seems... more manly? Like a
weary athlete after a big game. Dan catches her looking.

DAN
What?

RACHEL
Nothing.

She keeps brushing then leans over to spit.

Now it’s Dan’s turn to look. Rachel looks sexy in just her
faded OSU Track shirt. He slides his hand up her waist.

RACHEL (CONT'D)
Hey now.
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She turns to face him, toothbrush sticking out of her mouth.

DAN
Lose that.

Rachel spits the toothbrush in the general direction of the
sink. Dan pulls her toward him, and she smiles.

RACHEL
What the hell got into y-

Dan kisses her, deep and primal. Rachel wraps her arms around
him, and Dan carries her into the bedroom. Kicking suitcases
off the bed, he lays her down.

RACHEL (CONT’D)
Wait.

Max is watching from his bouncer. Rachel rotates the bouncer
the other way, then attacks Dan again.

TIME CUT TO
Dan and Rachel lie in bed, satisfied, out of breath.

RACHEL (CONT’D)
What was that?

DAN
Long overdue.

RACHEL
No, I mean, it was different.

DAN
Different good?

RACHEL
Different like who did I just have
sex with? Should I worry about my
old 