%m’

e 7 Cy_—

DARKNESS .  The sound of WIND Digstant lapplng waves...

FADE IN:
BXT. SKIES OVER THE TEXAS GULEF COAST - NIGHT

Pre-dawn. Dark oky A uiGﬂ POV passes through low

rings with the comlng of the tide...

KRE
.f

o1

beacn and rolling dunes. Past the besach to -

TOWN .
place whe

We {ly over... i
wough the haze.

gulet. Finally approaching

BET., COUNTRY ROAD - NIGHT

We slowly drift down to a lonely little road out in
Texas farm countyry. DRIFT CLOSER to a tiny pool of
the dark.

We find a bul
WO?k?no by §l

Ly REFPAIR MAN up at the top of a phone

BP FLYING. The zhoreline comes into view. A vast

ashlight in the cold sutumn night. He’

clouds,
ravealing the chur T Coagt waters below., A BUQY

hell

E
I

astretoeh

Lo ¥

k—"

Coast
light

f'

pole,
5 oOn

walst-harness -~ ]5qfening to the radio... George Jones’

CHA th ~Tach Redneck.

T 4o
e

bt he'sg reed in, ..

out to the edge of town. The wind growing

=R

&

i



REPATR MAW reachas intce his pocket aod pulls out a candy bar.
Holde it out for the crow., Curious o see if the animal will
come for 1

REPAIR MAN
Hey, partner. Here ya’' go. Take a

Lite.

A beat as the crow studies the candy bar... studies the
Repair Man., The crow flies toward the Repair Man and
snatches the whole candy bar - than reburns

Chowr down .

The crow Mot

- . % -
candy bar.

A

REPA to nis work... but new the phone line on
the ot

i e of the pole stacts ©o wove., REPAIR MAN
o see D OCROW has landed on the wire. EBirds now on
both sides of him.

&

REPAIR MAN adjusts hig position and accidentally knocks his
radioc off the pole. The radio falls... smashes to the ground
i

halow. .. music snuffad into silence.
cut here.

Now it’s totally quiet

e

CRW!  The

The TWC CROWS beqgi AW
guick bhopping

hirds

TH.

AND FORS

aown the
and clossr Lo

REPATR




Ll

REPAIR MAN gets tangled in his harness... and is now hanging
UpsInE DOWN at the top of the phone pole.

A beat as he catches his breath... struggles to pull himself
up. Bub it’'s too awkward of a position. He's stuck.

And then out of the dark... the CROWS COME AGAIN, Except
thisg time, I'T'5 A FULL-CN ATTACK.

501

A claw rlops acrosg REPAILL
his eves. He SCREAMS.
his strength.

The birds pull tufts of bair. Beaks PECRING AND GOUGING.
Going for his eves. The REPAIR MAN IS5 STILL SCREAMING FOR
LIFE... but there’s no ona whoe can save him. Not tonight.

F["t *

e

vl

Lying

FRRCS:




School photographs of the girl line the walls., Each year

depicting the child growing clder until we stop on a young
woman in a cap and gown... graduating from high school.

ITNT. UPSTAIRS BEDROOM -~ EARLY MORNING
We move up the stalrs into the bedroom to find an attractive

woman sleeping in a large bed. This is CLAUDIA MOORE The
girl from the photos, nNow grown up.

as she

&

casts a glance to

t by he NS ..
nd the other side of the

As if it's something she’s still getting

iow into

v locks out the wi
... the trees st
against the sky.

TOSE ON A FRYING PAN as - eggs pour into the skillet.
Sizzling and popping.

POHEN - MORNING

At the stove we find Claudis making breakfast. The family

DOG sits nearby, watching Claudia’s every move. Hoping for
ate.

i

socrans as she scoons a helving of egas onto a ol
o PN T ol ot -

at t

cage




Late 607s. There’'s a simple elegance about CGran., Her
slothes. Her digtinguished gray hair.

Claudia opens a kitchen drawer. Can’t find what she’s
looking for.

GRAN
(not looking up from her
WOrk )

Top drawer.

B ot a8 box of sandwich

P O guess one of these
1

11l remember where everything

tabie. .. where Mia secrebly

him a pi

MIA
Gran -- can we make cookies today?

GRAN
Sure.  As soon as vou gelt home from
school.

LAUDTA

g oyour Drothey




INT . TATE

5 ROOM ~ CONTINUOUS

Ttras a typlaal

10 year-old s-room. Stacks of video game
car

ridges... tennis shoes on the floor... the always rumpled
bed. But it’s also that in-between age of changing
interests. Yu~Gi-0Oh posters giving way to ‘Linkin Pavk.’

Claudia‘s son TATE is

't the computer. Plaving video games.

ai
e’s a sullen edge to the kid. An anger al

Ther

ways just below

agurface.

e 3 sone g mother’'s voil
up. He cuts off the computer,

I Knows somet

TR

MOMENTS LATER

kitahen.

Tate steps
ik hands. A big

a MATH U

BST

CLAUDTA
Whata thig?

TATE

Teagsaed Comme

Claudia stavs




CLAUDIA
(fixing him with a look)
This is the last ‘D’ I'm signing.
Understood? -

sSuddenly, there‘s a loud THUMP somewhere in the house.
Conversation stops. The houss o sllence.

What was

I louder now. The dog st

the

Ttis coming outside.

UMPY O THUMEPBLD  § hing keeps hitting the house. Claudia
tries o guiet the barking dog.

TH

CLAUDTA
Huey -- cut it oul.

A fTew more THUMPS... and then

The family holds
7 a beat,.. listenlng...

pothing.

CLAMDITA

It stopped.

il nclonw

] 3 [at)
L R A

{4




I¥T. HOUSE -~ CONTINUOUS

The kids watch as Gran and Claudia walk alongside the

house ... disappearing into the mist.
Tate gstarts Lo head out of the back door.

MILA
Mopmy said to wait here.

Tate rolls hig eyves and goes out

EXT. BACEYARD - CONTINUOUS

Claudia and Gran moves along
they glance down in the wet

heneath

e B BLUE JAY .

cracked kito

GHAN
Probably got lost in the fog,

Claudia

i
Mia not far

hehin

CLAUDTA

e

Ty

- Ay

Hey - T told you guys o
ingide.

CLAU
voir don
on. Lt

e house. ..

e

[e]

urnsg and seess Tate stepping through the wet grass.




5.

the BLUE JAY so he can
stance whemn -

But Tate’s not listening. He Frs up

gat a better lock. Keeping it at a di

------ - the bird suddenly starts FLAPPING IT8 WINGS. WNot dead yet.

reled cut of his wits. He drops the

stick and the bird with it.

=

Tate leaps back -- st

£

The animsl hits the ground, flopping aboult in a last gagp of
And then with Final twitch... the bird goes still.

Life

Tate looks down, and now he sees something

the dead

an i

&

ground,

And

across the

bloody and broken.

Look. There's more of
Liferaent kinds.

GRAN
What in the world,..?

Claudia looks over st the kids, the two of them shivering oul
nere in the cold.

S0

BT




CLAUDIA
T don’t know what ['m goling to do
about Tate.

GRAN
He'll be okay. He Just neads some
cime bto get used to evervihing.

Py

SLAUDTA
{heatl)
I never thought it74

having to do it

GRAN

her mom,

lookding down on a
The only sound is

rinds along a

in our

BXT. PORT CALHOUN - DAY
Claudia’s behind the wheel 0f her car asg it dyxives pa
------- rolling BAND DUNES covered with tall sea grass.

the landmark

like some

10.




BRI, PORT CF I S

DAY

Claudia‘s car cruises down the main street of PORT CALHOUN,
Population £,300. Typical stores and establishments. A
hank. Post office. Old-fashioned movie theater. A dinexr.

Like so many Tewas Gulf Coast towns, it’'s a community that

hag survived aoains% hurricanes, shipping booms and busts,

shelling by Union gunboats dt“LﬂD the Civil War -~ and it’s

111 here. There i in the people. A toughness.

amidat casual waves
r owith trophy fish
covoer playing low volume cour

at *h@ covnt among the othex Farmeyr

Clandils "
Faces hard and weathered.

Yy

and fishes

The OWNER of the diner is at the cgounter. This s VANCE.
Older guy in his 707s. This diner is his life.

CLAUDIA

to-go coffees down for Claudia.

Aavound h ST,



LEN
re gonna start using that bio-
fertilizer on the Palbert
Pzople are dyin’ from that

They
solid
farm.
ashit.

VANCE
Ul oh, here we Jo...

LEN
Laugh all vou want. But
vegort all about i
what the
ground anyinol
evaerything.

flavdia pave for her colfees as Vance reach e to

an impressive TROPHY FISH mounted on the

VANCE
Hey, Claudia —-- T ever tell you
about the time your daddy and

T
caught this bad boy right here?
Claudia smiles, Llike this is a long running joke.

CLAUDTA

No, Vance, T dont &

you aever




SHERIFE BOBBY
50... he was working late last
night, doing a repair up on one of
the phone lines just outside of
town. Got electrocuted. They
found him hanging up there this

MOrNIng.

Len puts down his paper. Vance stops what bhe's

3

tening to Bobby’'s story.

Bvaervihody now L

VAN

Damn., . . he

BOBBY
He ' d bean dead for hours by the
Lime they found him. Scavengern
q '
i

Oh my god.. .

Beat... averyone unsethled

s dangerous work up

the counter aszs Claudis sits in

Vance wir

DAY

MATN

saciews Lk

s counla




ALLIE BRENICK emerges from the back of the shop. She

Claudia’s age ~- best friends from the old days.

ALLTE
T was gusgt checking the emails.
You won't believe this oryder that
Came Ln.

Claudia reads the print-out frowm Allie... then her -Haw drops.

CLAUDIEA

three doren of my bhags.

They

ALLTE
They must have
that magazi
a good idea to
Lartner

Claudia

Loocan’t guite belleve it -- this is obviously a
big deal for her.

CLAUDIA
put we don’t even have that many in
stock, ..

TE
we bhetter get to

-+
s

Wl

il

g ras o at
Vrough geog!




The BELL vi
flb’

ngs as STUDENTS grab th
ng out of the classroom.

lunches and begin

P

Tate straggles behind. One of the last to leave. Ie glances
out the window one last time... and the crow i now gone,
Just an empty playground once more.

Inre. SCHOOL CAFETERIA - DAY

RIDS are packed at lunch tables.
exciltement of astudents h}vznn a bre

IND TATE Mot

the oa

glances up, notlices a
They seem to ba laughing

e goes back to his lunch, trying to blow it off,
he fesls even nors self-consclous.

MOMENTS LATER ~-
Tate gtands in the line to dump his lunch trash.
BOY #1 (0.5,

Looks like the city dude thinks
ha’'s Lod good Lo towilth us.




16,

The kid on the ground starts to get back up and come at Tate,
just as e FEMALE FACULTY MEMBER jumps in and breaks it up
from going any further. The other students voice their
disgappointment in nolt getting a fight,

CROWD OF STUDENTS

AWWW . . o

as Tate is marched

Tate the middle

The bull
by the faculty member

out of

RIA - MOMENTS LATIER

LWAY QUTSIDE CAF

A

WhHo
from
coo gra

& gohool
Tate in 1l
arican. A :
1 on thelr level.

ate who k rows hosw o

MIES PALMER
What was that all about?

TATE
Thogse kids were being a

MISS PALMER
Nice language
{beat)
And that s how you think vou work
out your paoblamﬁ e DUSH B0
kid :

Tate shrugs,

MIGE

What " your namnsa?




HOOL OF DAY

Claudia steps out of the PRINCIPAL’S OFFICE. She shoots a
lock at Tate who sits in the waiting area.

CLAUDIA
C'mon. We're gatt
and going home.

ing your sister

head

a word, Tate grabs his I and starts Lo
his mom. i i from the
and approd

CLAUDIA
(uncertain beat)

T -
Sz

THY, HALLWAY - CONTINUOUS

and Miss Palmer step into the
£f o the side.

MISES PALMER
T ve noticed your son sinc
started school
aving a hard

@ he




MIA
Mom, can we get a trampoline for
the backyarag?

CLAUDTA
I don’t think so, Mia.

MIA
Mavbe 1 can ask dad... he
me one for my birthday.

CLAUD
You know what,
1o with monsy

et 4L

‘g gee how
the end
more

riew mirror to look at Tate...
h he Just stares out the window
£, The murky water scrol

siling
INT. PFARM HOUSE - DAY

puiet. And then the front door opens. Mia runs into the
houge calling out for Gran,

MTA
gonng get the egygs fox
H

door hehindg

Yo




Tate shuts up fast,

CLAULIA
vour Llife is going to be chores,
homework, and baseball practice.
Nothing alse. You gob it?

5 3 e
TATE

holding back his angern)

ot

The leaves

in the backyvard, ra

Eh ng mounds of auvtumn leaves., He
glances over at the house. HNo sign of T

wmom Or

ed up in thes

TREEHOUSE - neshtle
frame.,. up iato

ate olimbs inko

INT. TREEHCOUSE - CONTINUOUS

Tate
hidin
He

on the floor of the trechouse. He reaches into a
lace, finds a Game Boy that he keeps stashed up hers.
on some hesdphones an ines out the world.

DAY

=E N
VN OO0,

CONTT




HEN sits on
and red comb.
astrokes

In the corner a SILE BANTAM
real beauty with black feathers
the hen, gently reachess out and

far

Mia slowly reaches under the Bantam...

completely still.
the hen’'s beal she fee Beat,

D8

the bird suddenly TS
o

only shifts back,

hen

nols on

Il LB

at the kitchen

E
I

=

MIA
(to Gran)
How many eggs do L

oty

GRAN
At f sea

o
) 5

o

here.

on her bifocals and checks a

its

v
Mia’'s face leaning closer and closger
ls around. -

WINGS. But

roost., B
Mia approaches

the bird,

the bird remaining

O

then

cookboolk .




Gran gently pulls Mia off
how disturbed she is.

the stool. Her face not reveas

GRAN
Go wash up. 1711 take care of
this.

Claudia steps over and looks into the bowl. Shocked by the
sight of the blood in the bowl.

MIA
T think tha

CLAUDTA

ten to your grandmoth

Go wash your hands.

L

noscoots Mia out of the kitchen and closes ¢l
Claudia and Gran exchange a look as Claudia cautiously

up another egg from the basket.

A beat... and then Clauvdia CRACKS the egg inte the mixing
bowl. ¢Claudia grabs another one now. She keeps grabbing
aggs .  CRACRING THEM ALL until the basket’s enmply.

sickened. .. as we veveal the

Clauvdia and dran st i
B

mixing bpowl is now

BET, T

o GULE -~ DAY




MIA
Gran -- watch how high I can gol

GRAN
That’'s great, Mia.

yvour feet touch the sky.

Wi SLOWLY PAN UP... revealing A FEW CROWS perched above on
the swing set. Watching the children.

fact, what no one geer

thered arcund

ROWS have ga

AND

clusters. Boys
vE Lossed

hang out
One of the

d, feeding a CROW,

that the crow ilgnores the

PARKING LOT —w

WE PIND SHERIPF BORBY sitting on the hood of bhis patrol
car... smoking a ci s, Watching the game at the thind

hase fence line.,

SHERLIFE BOBBY
e ogo, boysi

R OUT AND Uy,
»p edoge of the

we W
ong the @




BET . BLEACHERS - COWTINUOUS

PARENTS are packed into the bleachers.

Claudia

GLLE

ALLIE and her husband JiM, all of them eating hotdc

chear as the Stingravs hustle out onto

Tate heads to the oitcher’s mound while

P

takes posgition at short stop.

Claudi

JIM
hired a new sales
{back to the game)

Let’s go, Tate. T wanns

Allie lesans in to Claudia.

ALLIE

the £

Allia’

Stay in front of

SOme

=al cubte. We should a1

dinnar one night.

g

aidcl,

SO0

- 1
s

»l
5.

J.T.

Wit

nh
They




EXP. BASEBALL FIBLD - COWNTINUOUS

ON THE ""}T”C‘FTF‘?”S MOUND WITH TATE. He raises his glove.

Poised to pitch. He rears back and HURLS the ball -- the
swinging and missing.

CROWD CHEERS. TYate glanoeg OVer bleachers. He
sees his mom, but the conspicuocus absence of his father il
e to him. A guiet bitterness in the boy’'s eyes.

CROWS
WAITLGE

PO THE SCOREBL
perchad along the
pounding i

N

the
CROW
2d pOPCOLN. .
AWAY . o

THE PLAYGROUND -—-—
inte the night...
playing balow.

BACK D0 THE PITCHER'S MOUND -

Tate readies another pitch... as a SHADOW flickers across
to see,

go viulnera anc s L odown on




25,

TN OTHE BLEACHERS WITH THE PARENTS -

- a tinge of panic rvipples through the crowd... just as A
CROW CAWS and dives down on the bleachers. PARENTS scatter.
Getting out of the way. Spilling drinks and food.

e Ohher PARENTS are movipg to the fence. YELLING for their
kids to get off the field.

~~~~~~ CROWS
players.

y as a CROW

head. Xnocking his hat

e CLAUDTA moves to the ghain-link fence.
her @on. The entrance onto the field too
srowded with othery frantic parents,

to galt to

CLAUDITA

[
=3
o
!
i

PARRING LOT -

SHERIFF BOBBY jumps down off the hood of his
along the fence-line toward the bleachers.




Ciaudia is trapped at the fence with other parents, watching
ag a COACH helps Tate into the dug out...

.. .and then suddenly the sound of the birds fades. Bveryone
glances around... listening... wondering if this is really
over. But it remains guiet. THE BIRDS ARE GONE.

SHERIFF BOBBY arrives just as it’s all come to an end. He
breath... looking around to make

vona’s okay.

THE

More

AMNOUNCER (0.3,
1, ladiss and gentlemen, looks
Like the gshow's over. How ‘boul we

get back to some baseball?

SHERIPF BOBBY scang the sky -~ what the hell was t
Claudia makes her way into the dug-out and finds Tate
standing with the coaches and other kids. 8She touches hey
son’s face, checking to make sure he’s okay.

w

CLAUTIIA

me see your fa

Dafensive,

- T okay, God. ..

NowW o unoertain oL




MIA
Mommy ., do you think Sonny’'s ever
gonna talk?

CLAUDEA
if you keep teaching him, ¥ bet he
will.
{pulling back the covers)
Come on, let’s gelt you in bed,

into the bheaed. :
and tucd her in.

abouk

(3N

......... Sweetlae, 1 that T'd kaow

mora at the end of the month.

MIA
T decided I don't want one.
{(bhaat)
T have plenty of other things to
play with.

=
i

Her

from Mias

jHieX

)

AUDTA

that =0 much,

get o gleep.

WA




TATE (INTO PHONE)
Dad -~ vou should’ve seen it
struck out like ten guys.
{beat)
I thought maybe vou could drive
down. .. come to the next game.
(beat, listening)
T know... it’s five hours. Rinda
far.

o owalk on, not war

R atel

o eavesdrop on T

=
CONVersation.

TATE (INTG PP

Did vou get a chance to

Bl len?

Claudia freezes in her tracks. Leans Lo to the door o
1 )

better hear the conversatlon.

TATE (INTO PHONE)
Yaeal...?

te lowers his voice. And now Claudia can’t make out what
he’'s saying. She leans against the wall. Devastated by the
thought that she might be losing her son.




- A PIERCING SCREAM cuts through

Claudia ‘Jumps up, bolts toward the stairs. Hearlt x

INT. UPSTAIRS HALLWAY - CONTINUOUS

Claudia hurries down the hallway. She gets to Mia’
Throws open the door —-

iLous sound of BEATING
ns on the overhe iight to

Mia

)

.
[te

OO

WINGS in the piteh black

Lo

Miz sits frozen in the middle of her bed - soresming.

-

La moves fast. Rips a blanket I
s

starts to BWING. Swatting at the

rom a nearby chaily and

ds.  Shielding her face

with her other arm as she sorambles toward Mia’ s bed,

In the chaos, THE COCKATIEL fliutters abhout
SQUAWEING. Trying to get oub

B




o)
]
P
Y
i
o

5 KEER COMING.

Claudia grabs i01 daughter and hurries her over to the door,
shielding her with her body. Gran takes hold of Mia, but
ClaUdld stays in the room ~- continuing to swat and swing at
the birds.

The blanket knocks into mors CGRACKLES -- dead bodies thumping
inte the walls... hitting the floo?gvn@

COCRA
cage.

ingide of

now. RBanging against

{mnq it to the floor.

‘Laj everything out on these
“ion unleashed.

stands at the door - can i
ght of her daughter fighting

BOH
s

EJ audia swings ~- a BIRD SCREECHES...
iviet. No more beating of wings. Just Claudia standing
rhere in a sweat... catching her

flyving out
of night...

e

THE COCRATIRL f£inally escapes from the cage. Goes
through the broken window., Off into the dark

GRAN

audla can’t

Shaht 14D

ey

sleen Lnomy
Yo On.




GRAN
t was Just an accident, Claudia.
ITt’'s over now.

i i

WATER RUNS DOWN A DRAIHN ag

arl
<
o
G
la)
=
.

INT. KITCHEN - NIGHT

Claudia’s
though she

in her dau

the kitchen sink, scrubbing her hands
wash awav the horyible incident of
OO .

rd

ght

steps iLnto the doorway... watches her daught

GRAN
L finally got the kids to sle

Clavdia shute off the water and dries her hands,
back to her mother. And suddenly it’'s ag 1if all

anxietios and fears hit her at once.

ving

CLAUDIA
i o hrying mom. .. ID'm otrving to
held it Ll together,

GRAN
Claudia -- you're doing great.

i

Clauvdia turns to face her mother. She fights bachk tears

5

You don't

her



BXT, BEACH -~ DAY

Jdrly morning. A dull gray sky over the Gulf. & GROUF OF
SHORE FISHERMAN are on the beach, tryving to maske theix
morning catch. Tall fishing poles dug into the sand... lines

pulled tight.

Further out, the vasgst waters are covered with distant
WHITECAP WAVJsa Prom the sound of the ocean’s constant low
through VARIOUS SHOTS of town folk as they begin

roar, we out
thaelr day -

BT, NETIGHBORHOOD HOUSE

BOLBHBY j
, heading toward
to ﬁﬁ@ door —-— wi

] s hisg s

and T

comes ouwt of his house, dressed in his orisp

is patrol car in the driveway. He's
a SMEAR OF WHITE BIRD POO arops
houlder.

SHERIFF BOBBY
You gotta be kidding me. ..

Bobby looks down at his stained uniform, so pissed. e
Lo see A GATHERING OF BIRDE PERCHED ON A POWER

a2

glances up...
LINE ABOVE,

BXT. FARM - MORNING

or:d: ] goil,
Lmers we meh at ) He
CROW h landed on the homemads

out hes L the

FARMER drives




A beatbt..

CLAUDIA
net wario.

. .
R S) PR 51

MIA
I don't want to go to school.
Realizing that

idia gives in.
the bird incident the nigh

don 't you
Gran htodav.

vanishing.

home for

Mia’ s

for

MIT A
T want to build a bird .
g0 he'll come

Sonny. . .

house
back.

¢




TATE
How come I7m not taking the busg
CLAUDTA
hought I7d drop vou off on ny

3 1]
way Lo work,
INT., KITCHEN - DAY

puts glances

Clauvdia grabs her keys,
kitchen window,

[,  Tooking out

HOUSE

approaches near

a's golng te stay home from
L upset

school today. She's &
from last night,

171l kesep her busy.

t

ner mind

~
P
{7
Py
¢

"y g
i

over the backyvard. Clothes whinping on the
cad leaves tunbling scross the ground.

o

Gran looks ou
laundry Li

R o]




10

Wt oa

GRAN
But they should be heading south
over the Guif.
{beat)
ALL these birds are coming inland.

Claudia reacts to this information... suddenly feeling that
* ‘s omore going on than dust the change in the weather.

akv az the last of the flock

and Mia

You

should

3

Lience,

voiLcse cubs

Claudia drives... then Tate’

TATE
Am T in trouble?

L

“laudilia looks over at her son.

CLAUDTA
No. You're not in trouble.

TATE
T must have done somat
iriving me to

VOU wWant

-
Fini

VARIY SN



o
2

CLAUDTA
Yeah, .. it's just something to

think about. You don’t have to
decide now,

Tate neds.  And as he turns his eyves back to the road -

he sees A GATHERING OF BIRDS on the highway in the
istance, right in the path of the cax.

Mo,

They ' L1 nove,

keeps driving...

closing.

oL

D L

che car, mom.

Cle

audia keeps driving, as if she refuses to give in to these
them now.

birds. The car is almost on top of

TATE

O

Catohing



oy

NS

Claudia gsilams her hand on the stecring wheel.

CLAUDTA
Movel

.. .Dut the CROW dossn’t move., Just stares at them with its
black evyes.

Claudia lets out a breath. Realizing she’s Jettin
gelt the best of her. She backs the car up a bit

pulls ento the shoulder. iving AROUND the bivds,

CROW on the hood of the
1 »

Joining the

Boy pmgr gor e o g e
nops Dadx

eventual ly

mwaes On.

ON
‘:;8

on hhne road as

BXT. SCHOOL - DAY

Tate moveas along with the crowd of other kids -t
building. He glances back... sees that his mom is
sitting in the car... watching him go.

the school

-

Tate waves Lo mom. . . she waves back and pulls away.

i

Tate heads inside. A world of

in his eves.




]

CLAUDIA
He was electrocuted... acoident
like that can happen --

ALLILIE
- e wasn't electrocubed.

Claudia stops. Realizes there’'s something she doesn’t know.
She takes a seat next to Allie.

’J

Te.

bl me what saying.

the words as she goes.

agoavengar A
after... but
happaned.
(beat)
The coroner said Deke died from
wounds. Bled to death...

CLAUDIA
Wait... what kind of wounds -




g e ETAUD I/\{(:O}BL (3}v
e o b@8L 'iqh gone Dl got into

Mia s room.

.
oy
u

¥y
6]
[Rae)

CLAUDIA

Yeah. She’s okay. But between
that... and those birds at the ball

EWEY .

thaered on

think T
nome

Claudia crosses the street toward the diner... al
koopmnq an eye op the birds above. They are eeril:
on their perches... heads tucked low as Lf they're sl@epLﬂgm

M&IN STREET DINER -~
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VAN il
Goddamn DIivds géélfnu
avervone’s houses.

tenses -~ reallzing that h@? family i

B0t alone in
the strange experience. Vance rea

e her expressilon.

VANCE
You too, huh?

CLAUDIA

e . Bomebody
going on?

5. . . not o wil i

VANCE
You ask me T think
messed up with the:s

£

+

ing got

citory. .. and now they're coming
here looking for food. Birds can
act strange when they get too
hungry.

{beat)
I wouldn't worry. They!

be
MOVING O .

Down the counter, the conversation continu




FISHERMAN CUSTOMER
Cr'mon, Leonand —- T think Vance ig
putting scmething in vyour coffee
again.

Some laughter from the group, but Len remains serious.

LN
Mo shit. When those birds would
come through, they ' d degtroy whols
i of crops... aentire for

o

g be nothing

locks at the faces avound him.
Claudia, only on
by his stc kind of

Llocks eves
Taughing. . .
OTE .

Len shrugs and goes back

. -nothing lefv.

From Claudia‘s disturbed expression we suddenly hear THE
SOUND OF CHILDREN SCREAMING, taking us -

ExT. FORT

LHOUN SCHOOGL - DAY

Kids pour onto the plavground for recess. Climbing bSungle
fan E [ et )

cking soccer balls... chasing easch other arc

ted with the gound of shouts and laughter.

The airp

LITBRARY - CONTINUIOUS
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MESE PALMER
You & Longhorn fan?

TATE
My dad and T would go to all the
behind

home games. Had seats right
the team bench.

That

inues

o

Miss

T used toe do all kinds of
with my dad. Ride mind
Fly-fishing. Right befox
move hera, he was teachlng me how

to shoot ~- 5o we couvld go hunting.

MIGE PALMER
You get to see him muoh?

TATE
I'm supposed te move back there. 7
talked to him about it last night.

MISs PALMER
Oh. Well..., we'll mis

vou around

gaid now’'s




11 RAL .j‘f}l“‘i{{cam' ay
5 2 70Ng you

RE [ s

)

Do you }ro
s

this, Tat

Tate looks at Miss Palmer.

No .

MLIBS PALMER

all the people in the
WELE TAE k&
me .

and we

power il
j belfore

of
moment .

Miss Palmer
work wmode.

MISE PALMER
- yoU have to finish that
efore the end of recess. You

[RY

heatir nOoLge .,



S

MITA
Bix db don’t have kitchens, silly.
Bpul look, he can ealt his food out
of lhmd digh.

Mia shakes some bird seed into a dish and places it in the
Hird house. Gran smiles, mn)ﬂy ng this her
imaginative Little granddaughter.

We 1

you’lre
sees it

no

v is & (;«)(3\1
like those othe
into my Toom.

(heaat)
Those are bad birds. When Sonny
comag back... hae’ll make sure they
stay away.

not
that Camne

ety
i

Undery

3 Gran sees that Mia 1s still
ungettlaed

ner nlea
from lah




Tate s about to step away, when theve’'s that NOISE again from
above.... it gets Miss Palmer’s attention too. They bhoth
look up... a faint SCRATCHING coming from behind the celling
tilaes.

Miss FPalmer steps underneath the noise... notlcing now that
one of the ceiling tiles is loose... siightly wmoving.

MISE PALMER
What is that?

TATE
g Palmer... don’t...

Wait .,

But Miss Palmer’'s already at the top of the ladder, pushing
the loose tile to the side.

FPalmer STICES HER HEAD UP
NG. A long guiet beat and -~

Tate can only watch as
THE BLACK HOLE OF THE (CREI

-------- nothing happens.

e
EN

OF BEE

imer s body
Lol the
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Migss Palmey slowly turns... and Tate can now

~- ONE OF HER EYES HAZ BEEN PECKHKED QUT. Still hanging from
the socket by the optic nerve.

i

P
.
0N
-~
2]

igs Palmer’ s 1n shock. Can barvely speak —-

MIEE PALMER
c..get. .. help...

Tate can’ i evan move, Hor

Ahout

Llood.

Falmer’ s

¢
losing

fe]

animalsg ¢

nad on
it's pure

1

—e CLAWIHG tufts of hair from her scalp.
e PECKING AND TUGGING at the already dangling eve.
Tate bolts across the library ag around the

voom in a frenzyv. The boy races out hallway. He
SLAMS the libravy doors shut, contasining the birds ingide.

N




W, CAR -~ DAY

g

Ciduﬁtd behind the wheel of her car. Cruilsing along the

stal road. Radio tuned to the news.

o~

RADIO
e five day forecast has

temperatures dropp 31@ Time to getl
out those heavy coats. ..

UP AHEAD -
o the

Bobby
S HORE

1\'_..‘

the

‘\:‘:z wlt.

bhrings her car Lo a
approaches Bobby. .. pulling
whippling wind.

ckly gets
1 her in

CLAUDTA
Bobby -~ I heard about Deke...
what's going on?

»711j1. IFF ROBBY
T dont know, Claudia These

. 5 ©

birde... it’'s the damﬂ4QQL thing.




AR

we BEAGU Thousands PHOUSANDS OF THEM
retched as fary as the eve can see. Gathered on the water.

.
loating.

2 4

]
o

¥

RISE Up MOMENTARILY.
they settle again on

Suddenly, in the distance...
A wvast ripple of white movement before
the water.

A sudden forboding runs through Claudia. She pul
tight around her... unable to take her 3 T othe gul

the digtance.

Ls her coatlt
5oAn

don’t know.
{and then--)

s like they ' re

smething.

CLAUDIA
Waiting for what?

The guestion hangs there as we go

EXT. FPARM HOUSE - DAY

A HIGH POV Llooks down on the farm house... slowly circling. ..
i

and then the POV beging to descend toward the house.

T DAY
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.. that Mia is QUTSIDE. Running acs

hird house toward the oak tree,

the vard with hey

Gran answers the phone.

GRAN {(ON PHONE)

ig Tate’'s grandmothsr.

with concern.

T

BACEY ARD

1ado the top

climpbs up the trechouse I
«s . hooks

1
finds the perfect branch.

Lirad house over tha Limb.

T, HOUSE -~ CONTINUOUS

Claudia enters the house. Drops her bag in the foyer and
moves guickly toward the kitchen.

CLAUDIA
Mom -~ where are you guys?

> phone. . .




50.

in the tree behind her. Others are

.. SMORE PBLACK CROWS land
Silently £inding perches among

flyving in from the distance.
the oak branches.

BXET. BACRKYARD - CONTINUGUS

Drawilng pictures on the floox
e ai a DOZEN MORE CROWS land in

4o

Mia sits in the treehouse.
with some old chalk... upawas

the branches of the tree above hev.

THT . KITCHEN - CONTINUOUS

(OGN PHONE)
1L come pick

Claudia hangs up.

e

CLAUDIA

There was an accident at the

school. We need to go get Tate.
{calling out into the
house)

Mia, come on! We have to run out

But there’ s no ANSWET . ..

CLAUDIA

=AY




:

closer, the horronr bacomas appa

e tree

It's not
WITH LARGE

As she stops
leaves —- IT'S BIRDS. The entix
BLACK CROWS.

N

Claudia frantically loeks around the vard for her daughter.

CLAUDTA
e BTE you out here?

voloe Floats down from above.

Mommy « . .

up to the PRI
che open windows of
[

on the

roof &
Surrounnd:

1

in the branches.

:

g up inte the
from down here... can only

f. Bhe De

CLAUDTA
ten To me.

Mia ~- 1 %
Can you 4o that

paerfectly
for Mommy?




MEA
Mommy el

Claudia puts ber finger to her lips. Whispors.

CLAURIA
Take my hand. Move reslly slow —-

Mia nods. BStarts to move he corner. Creeping toward

her mother s ouvtstretched

Mia reaches out = hes
out & small breath. Juest the

making her Ffeel better.

CLAUDIA
Good girl...
{baat)
We're going down the ladder
together. QOkay? No sudden
movemnents.

Eves wide. Dossn’i s a word.

U




(921

Lo

Claudia stifles a gasp. The birds colliectively shi on the
branches -« becoming agitated. Ruffling their feathers.

£t

CLAUDIA AND MIA are totally exposed... cul here on
of the cak tree. A beat, and then -

-------- the birds ERUPT into the aly 211 at once. A1l those wings
pounding like a CLAP OF THUNDER. The tree now bare again in
an instant.

the girl with her body.

gl
+

AMES,

for

neveiy Coma.

TO see

MIA
Are they lsaving?

CLAIDITA

T EI PRI P -
T think so...

- hovering over the world of the farm houss. The
.. the cak tree,.. the BARKING DOG,

Hold ~- and then the POV RUSHES IN ON THE DOG.

1IN THE BACEYARD -« as
animal in

down from

3 CROW swoops in on Hue ipping the
he head., The dog YELPS -~ as another CROW swoobs
he other direction and nips Huey’'s back.

i
i

DLA

cdown from




her back
can only

The CROW comes at her again, drivir
slams the door. Helpless now as
wWindow.

The attack on the dog intensifies. CROWS diving and clawing.
Wearing the animal out,

Huey SRNAPS at one of t}1
hlu teeth. The QOO sha

forth, finally
bhird drops

e CTows, nanages to snag the bird in
an the Strucalin' bird back and
with nig sirong daws. The dead
ith to the ground.

5__‘_un_«f»\
63
?

rowith intense rpose,
B ODOGHOUSE. Te g the
ing the roof away piece

In a matter of moments, THE DOGHOUSE
@xposed and vulnerable once again.

Huey

THE BIRDS ([ \}MP LETELY OVERWHIELM THE DOO. Huey YELPS AND ORI
the mass of black birds,

as he literally disappears undey

Watching as
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CLAUDITA
il bhe right back.

INT. PORT CALHOUN SCHOOL - DAY

Claudia comes down the school hallway. Her pace gulckening
e

at the sight of TEACHERS arcund the entrance of the libraxy.

heg, Claudia hears a
horri 4 1

a0 om TRenT

T saee tho

rmath of the abte
JENITOR cleaning up

Claudia’'s

Whaere s my 500...

SCHOOL OFFICE - MOMENTS LAT

hurries in oo,

floods

CLAUDIA
Tate... ol my god.

are traumat:

e glances up. The boy's &

Come 01 .




i
O

TATL
I wouldn’t even be in this stupid
school Lf it weren't for vou...

Tate continues down the hall. Claudias takes a deep breath...
so alone in all of this.

ING, CAR -~ DAY

ives back through town, o

ruising down
YOTLE i

CUOgnTsS .

The family dr

=1
N

, L th own world of
at the bou. avervithil

S 1ra looks ner kids
evervthing that’'s happened.
F -2 bk

:

Aand then decision,

DINER.

Claudia makes an Ler
and parks in front of

caxr over

gives her a Look, wondering why she’s stopped the

CLAUDRT

You know what we need?
{heat)
Ice Cream.

B, MALN STREET -~ DAY

ily

glanceog




B,

L ALLIE(contdy
T mean, the Pivds 8¢ the game last

night... now this.

CLAUDTA
Seems Llike it's getting worsze.

An uneasy beat

You know what? Let’s close
for a aouple of

o home .

ot

A ]
suddenl
WINGS.

oW tne gt

faint sound of

The MOTH
expre

42

TN, DINER - DAY

Cran and the

i

table with a

- a booth. Vance comes over Lo the
e gream sundaes.

VANCE
sorey, kiddog e all out of
regular loe cream.  You’'ra gonna
he take s

N wed

k3

instead.




I
[
()
5

BET. MAIN STREET -~ DAY

Claudia and Allie exit the %iOfC; Jeining the GROWING CROWD,
reople are spilliing out of the other businesses, stopping
their cars in the middle 0f the streeit...

ceeand everyone is Looking up.

ises her eyes to the sky, AND NOW SHE SEES WHAT
HAL BEEN LOOKING AT,

An& the bhirds
THOUSANDE OF

Itrs every kind of bird - CROWS . .. PILGEONS... BLUE-JAYS...
BLACK

BIRDL, .. GRACKLES. ..
so denge on the “Calhoun® movie theater

sign now gimply reads “C...h....”

Birds are sinply evervwhere. ..

come to o a
sust htdn~1nq ah e, ..

;QOM; rontinues to wato
& '3L,\3}3 . rTC)V’?\"{ﬁ(E(Jfﬁ‘ &

i,




BROUS 50UND

overhead. ..

TATE
I was reading some stuff about
Lirds on the internet... Lhey use
their calls to communicate. ALL
the calls mean something di eat .

1

H

+
1

d

‘ough the window,

vehes .
THE BIRDS

away

CLAUD!
My kids. Come on -- wg gotta getl

B
s

gsight

i

The two women shart walking. Fast. Moving through the

crowd. Crossing the street toward the diner.

But other

STREERT 15

than Claudia

b

LOCE OF

of




&0 .

Asg it the birds’ rst pass through was to show thelr power...

The vibe of the crowd shifts in an instant - evaryone
realizing that this is about to get very dangerous. Folks
start running for cover. Heading into the storas.

Some people get out of the way in time... and some don’tb.

by the
pavemnant

O BIRDS. He goes

TO

e BOMAN LS
Ling to

he

THE MOTHER WITH THE is running. She raalizes
that the . i o
unbuckle tenr of birds
coming her

i1d ouvt of the
inside the diner

HE MOTHER gxé
ronning. .. ma

stroller over.

qoes

knock the

INT. DINER - DAY

door open, waving pe
ing caught up

WIDTA AND A

Come onl

sindow with TATE

T

Mow GRAN AND MIA al the

WA QU ror

O Gome




It's a random assemblagse of people thrown together here in
the diner —-

THE MOM WITH HER BARY... some CONSTRUCTION GUYE. .. COUQie of
FARMERS . .. tha STAFF of the diner.

ol
=

to gather herself, talking no one

ALLTE
What the hell

anyone got &

e e e
GO Ut

i
bt
b
s
O
s
~
=
Yy

the window to see THE BIRDS sett
Resuming theilr perchas on the power
ight poles... rooftops and led :

ROIY
6]
n

2

g ]

behavicr. As if the birds are saying --
OW .

Tt's very
‘this is our

CONSTRUCTTION WOREER
We're stuck inside here.

wer GOnna
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LN
Maybe they don’t want us here
ANYMOTE .

ALITE
That's ridigulous -

LEN
————— think about it. It’s like they
finally filgvred out the g more of
) us.  How rds they

i

in the

ig now
Compiet

a1l above the

Light changes...

atandil
one of

g on the toppled over baby stroller.

the wheels with 1ts beak.

TN, DINER - CO NUOUS




fopt
R
e

CLAUDIA

Okay, Len. Let’s take it easy.

But Len is on a roll. He points his finger at one of the
CONSTRUCTION WORKERS.

LEN
What the hell vou guys dolng over
there st that construction site
anyway?l

CONSTRUCTION WORK

Wnat re vou talkling about?

LEM

v otap of . 5 Llike
we never wanted those new
condos here

mother trying Lo com
g8 down.

VANCE

3

Len, stop 1tl  You've scaring the
kids.

The CONSTRUCTION WORKER takes &

CONSTRU ON WORKER

re duaet doling our jobs.

upl What

do when you

lding and
s

wownld a




FARMER
They sea Eheir own reflection,
Think it‘s a pradator.
SMACK!  Another bird flies into the same spot on
8 SMﬂLL CRACK in the glass. BEveryone 1L
really unnerved.

The birds keep coming
SHMACKL  SMACKD  The gl

Claud

CLAUD

... Thev don't

A

tion.  Thaey’

in hare.

: . SMACR!D Anobther.
L.

.. the glass conblouing Lo oz

ing is happ“ﬁiﬂq at other businesses
Birds SLAMMING into windows.

Claundia spins. She has a split second tc 2o
%ituation e GEAD i SEu

e all by himself

table.

the
the

SMACKI

-

QX

01

8]

and

Pilow

Mailn

her
» Jukebox. ..

k|

64 .

window
i

TWGX

into

BT
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Gran and Mia make thelir way to the wallk-~in refrigerator and

hurry inside - SLAMMING the thick door shut.

Gran huffs with frosty breath, looking out the small door
window as birds f£ly against the glass. Too thick for them to
get 1in.

BACK TN THE DINER - under the table with Claudisa and Yate...

the MOTHER and her baby.

ey can only
POV

and FLAPPIN

cowering under a

ACROSE THE RESTAURANT,

table. Star b

A desperate look that

- but ALLIE can’t ats BII
anymore. She belts from under the table out of view .-
sursuved by hivds. SCOREBAMING am shae’g taken




—— and then THE BIRDS TARE OFF.,.. a3 1if on command.

The diner falls guiet... the sound of the birds receding.

3 £ © o

Beat of nhesitation, then Claudia crawls out from under the
table to find the diner in a TOTAL STATE OF DESTRUCTTION.

Now other people are coming out of their hiding places. GRAN
AND MIA stepping out from the kitchen. They're okay...

to Allie’s side. Takes her han Her friend
Face almost unrecognizable

WOURGS .

CLAUDTA
Bllis ~ youlre gonng be okay.

B CONSTRUCTION

Taking in the scen=

CONSTRUCTION WORKER
T down here at Vance's diner...
we need some help... people are
nurt.. .

Claudia holds Allie’s hand as she struggles to breathe. She
stares up at her friend with terrified eves.

CLAUDIA
Just hang in there.

CON




BRT. MAIM STREET - DAY

IBBY comes driving up Main Street in his patrol car.
Lights flashing. A couple of AMBULANCES right behind him.
The patrol car comes to a stop and Sherlff Bobby steps out,
in the devastation. Iit's 1ike tornado came through.
Broken glags everywhere. White smears of bird dropplings on
buildings and cars like mass vandallsm.

[

g}

from the dine

WOUNDED PEOPLE
down on the hood
ace. A MAN helps

And now the ol
out into
holding
she can

EMS WORKERS haad into the dineyr. Stari tendd
the shtree

tia looks up and sees that the BIRDE HAVE oM
(N STRERT. But they are all now completely
The birds’ eves are open § their bodies @

low., Some of them with bhlood on thel




CLAUDIA
Mom ~- what's the guickest way Lo
get inland?

L

TATE
Where are we golng?

GRAN
a highway

£ v just past
oL .. about i

£ miles

Can we go

going back to Gl

nous

MIA

Iowant my bear...

wmap f

o bhe glove comnparingnd
ylads it who she s 4o

sha’'s got the rou
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dstening to the

veryone 1Ls
Itfs ¢hilling. The

a word. Eve

in the car says

Mo o one
gsound of the rising and falling siren.
kind of thing yvou hear when somsthing’s really wrong. Then
MIA
What s that sound?z
Tt's the sirean.
MITA
Is & orm coming, Mommy?
AN . . . 8Cholng acr
in the

keeps bls

nd Gran exo

audia a

Somathing

GRAN

3

There g

AHM,

on the radio.
channel on the

us what’s going on.

Tate -- Lurn
an emergency
They’ 11l tell
g flipping through the radio ztations.

Tate starts L

TATE
s what they fTold ug

i
if we evar




Numeroug 131Ul
ITve gotten v
attacks in the

Tate looks out the window, watching as A COUPLE OF CARS spzed
by pasging in the left hand lane -~ even wmore urgent than
Claudia to get out of town.

SHERIFE BOBRBY (ON RADIOC)
to seek secure
tely. Stay awsy
ot go outside

immedial
] i ndowg .,
under any cirou

any
arning.

speaks

townspeople.

Just
out .

Sllence... followed by more DIGITAL BURSTS
of the broadceast message. And then lust a
coming out of the rvadlio... stand-by mode.

LEving the end
L WHTTE NOQISE

the car




Ti.

BEL. BEACH ROAD -~ DAY - CONTINUOUS

SDING CARS thatb
left hand
out of Lown.

RTHER UP AHEAD OW THE ROAD -~- those two
ssed Claudia are cruising along, still in
e Passing the other cars that are headi

~
LY

out of the roads
the SEPEEREDING CARS.

sea Jrass

F

SOME
-0 the

soems ho happen in an instani. ..

CAR WINDSH

PPROACHING
not enough dis

Lanee .

¢ coliide
spinning across

- SMASHI  More
metal, Vehi g

P

-~ @vervything settles and suddenly it’'s a FIVE CAR PILE-UP.
flocking the entire width of the narrow road.

PN CAR - CONTINUOUS

BACK WITH CLAUDIA -- as she sess the approaching accident up
ahead., She hits brakeg —~ hyinging the <ar to a
SEon.




TATE

There's cars behind us, nom.
CLAUDIA

I mee that, Tate.

Claudia slams the vehicle into park
Anxiouns silence in the car.

CLAUDIA
gonna be sitting ocut here

Gran o#
dauvghter
Claudia

suclia ' s
Lanic.
“he kids

GRE
Claudia - we have

-
-
i
)
g
]
-

Claudia t© ace her mother -~ not

=

o

ZRAN
(softly)
We're too exposed out here. You
saw what those birds can 4o -
they’11 get into this car.
{beat)
nead o

nouses.




i
O8]

. N SIS
We've got é@’ﬂﬁ

there.,

)

nousse over

direction of his nom’s gaze.

£y e
Tar -

rother .

o hold

windows . car cunded by

Draeene.

CLAUDEIA
Veah -- Leaving the car. Leaving
everything.

EBEE ., TWO-LANE HIGHWAY - CONTINUGOUS

Some MOTORTISTS in the stuck
1 .

.

road. .. impatiently
bt ool T




T4

e RISENG NOISE. A strange
Everyons standing out in the roacd
Gulf... watching as the MASS O
water. Wings

.1
n

Mo, ..

we don 't have Tin

Sywaat

this.

5

ing out of the

IT'm not gewt

i . The

TH OTHE DISTANCE 1s getting LOUDEE
sound of THOUSANDS AND THOUSANDS OF

oI
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But Mia won't avern look at her mom. :
seat shaking her head -« 'no... 00... NO..."°

Suddenly, coming up
ANS OF THOUSANDS OF .
ike a storm cloud -- moving in.

RISTIHG OF BIRDS.
the sky. Tt’s

CLAUDIA
Give me vour hand -

MIA

Lo risae
citude. .. hoven
TOWARD B

i1
1]

Srands wit

o Giran, watc

AT

They re comingi

Clauvdia goes o that totally calm vol
they’ ve completaly run out of options.

CLAUDTA

Mia, I want vou to look at Momnay.
Mia, T want yvou to look at Momm

iud

Mia looks over - sti




2

- @s the BIRDS swoop down, SLAMMING into vehicles and

CLAUDIA AND HER FAMILY keep vunning Ffast, winding thyough the
cars. ALL AROUND... horrible scenes unfolding.

A YOUNG COUPLE runs hand in hand. Suddenly, the WIFE slips
and falls.

the WIFE

HIGH BIRD POV -- flyving down. L
ht for her.

ber husband... and our POV goes

B

clothes.,

to ses his wife get

oo close -- and now

Her HUSBAND fturnsg
Ha goes
a1

FLBEWHERE ON THRE ROAD. ..

A MAN is being swooped by birds, so he hops back into hi
convertible for safety.

ok

But the GULLS descend on the car. Tearing into th
cikle top - RIPPING T SHREDES - peeling it away.
Relentless. Beaks slashing like knives.




AN

CONSTRUCTTION GUY #1
-~ no, we’'re stuck out here!
Fuckin’ birds everywherel

ard to see out the windows. The crowd moving pasht the
People SHOUTING. Bumping against the vehicle. Tha
outside becoming more frantic.

and the scound of the birds is

#7 looks up

ng down out

WORKER

cge gull SMAS
wick-up EIHCKQ
dead on

Wi l}(},;li £ i(i (J:E
webbing., The

Wa T
Yy Smea.

Now more bhivds PLOW INTO THE WINDSHI .
right into the same spobt where the pird hit The

gafety glass to sag inward... about toe give

WHAML  WHAMI

by

f ?‘“‘
i
ot
B

-

CONSTRUCTION GUY #1

The guy goes for the doov handle. ..

Too 1




T8,
ITt’s hard to see where they’re going —- the grass like a wall
all around them. Just the roof of that house vigibl the
distance,

Y

¢

But then up ahead, GULLS DIVE DOWN INTO THE TALL GRASS.
There’s SCREAMING. Somacons unseen is getting attacked.

The gulls vise back up with SHREDS OF BLOODY CLOTHES I[N THIIR
CLAWS ... clumps of hair... and then they go diving back down
o the seounds of MORE SCREAMING and thrashing in the grass.
Cechion

stop.  Changes di

Claudia

SOUND
Tate looks up as a

of hope in the boy's eyas.. .

TATE

Lock! They’'re coming to help.

hanks over




There’'s a horrible GRINDING NCISE as the birds continue to
SLAM THE TAIL ROTOR -~ piling up so thick that the blades
come Lo a stop.

The HELICOPTER starts to lose forward controel. Spinning.

INT. HELICOPTER COCRPIT - CONTINUOUS

The PILOT tries to regain control. Staving calm and
professional in his headset.

We have angine
R e ];ococﬁ ing with
amergency landing.

wmrking the conts
we ges A CLOUD
rtion. And

not looking R ZEeletel !
BIADS coming at the helicopter

OF BIRDS dives down into the main rotors,

1EIVE SURGE :
antly, SPRAYING AWFUL GORE all over

nmlixng themselves inst
the cookpit windows.

R

The PILOT is now fiying blind —- thing.

PILOT
Mavdayi Mayday!

EXT . SAND DUNES - CONUINUOQUS

L 5‘()‘-{5;

e,




80 .

THE § FCOPTER CATCHES FIRE. Rolling
v!oud of black smoke into the air.

ames sending a thick

THE BIRDS circle the wreckage. Veerving away from the rising
71Um0< of smoke. ALl of man‘s technology... taken down in a
matter of woments.

BET ., SAND DUNES -~ CONTINUGOUS
THE A
mheaﬁﬁ

crugated metal ¢ ag
1wy oon to ©o keep
the assault continues

o1

rrouches down. .. and there’ s a small hole in the gide of

1

the shed., He hig eye to the hole... peering

WE ZO0M OUY THROUGH HOLE

o g
1’_‘.7.5.3 won




[

filinches away from the wall as -

—e BANGD  BANG! More birds hit the shed. Tt'e so loud. The

sound of banging metal. And then it’'s an onslavgbht...

Beaks actually

S0 many birds POUNDING into the metal :
Ling pinpoint

puncturing small heles in the metal...
shafts of light. But the shed holds...

o outsic

The POUNDING continues. Relentless.

T

Claudia stavs at the door - bracing it shut
muescle in her body. HNot that this
over wa LONG DISSOLVE To:

T, BAND DUNES - DAY -

Under a darkening afternoon sky... we sesa
out here in the dunes.

INT. 5HED - DAY




TATE
They re daadl
okay? ‘The hirds got bl
they’'re gonna get us too.

They're all dead,
nd

1
)

{7
i
facs
i
&
~

CLAUDTA
That’s enough —-

= apins on hisg mother.

TATE
are you gonna dob

ston it! You can’t st
i Dad was e he'd

something

son dead in

houvlders and looks

pu—

"r
P
B
-
G
et
et
o
o
8

not mesaing around.

LB EA

How vou llisten to me.

(voice low... aend of
Your dad’s not here. I _am. You
can keep hating me all you want,
but we are going to work Logether
as a family... and it’'s going to
shart right now.

her rope)

He's never sean his mon reach

Yoy hear



tia glances around the shed... among
and old cans of paint on tha shelves,
1S . A TOOLBOX .

SURPPLEE

CLAUDEA
There’s things in here we can use.
Grab whatever you can.

starts rummaging around the shed. Sea
Grabbing a jar of nails... rope

“hing they can.

rohir

We can 4o

'

Clauvdia takes Mia by the hand as they begin thelr trek
the hous

THE FAMILY makes their way out of the edge of Lhe sea
grasg,... onto a long vel driveway that leads to the
They 1k alongside a ‘ the only sound is 1

footsteps




84 .

moment

The anticipation is excruciasting...
the birds will snap out of their guiet rest

TATE moves carefully. Cne of the birds SHIFPTS ON ITH
PERCH. .. Tate pauses... but the bird was only adijusting.
Tate keeps going, but he’s breathing hard. Scared.

GRAN
pering)

Just keep your eves

nell gurand

GRAN
L owas rvenexberd
today ... when

to take you

conversation.

~dg along the fence.

igpers bhag
p theirn 1

Beat . Tate
[

Anything

Yeah. .. ne used bto let me bailth
hooks.
{beat)

was that funny name he always




Something changesg in Tate’'s evyes,
he grew up just a little,

al very momant

THE FAMILY finally makes it to the enad of the fence, almost
at the HOUSE.
Clavdia castg a final look back... the birode

Staring. Watching...

BET. BEA

CH HOUSE - DAY

The

HOU

of Port
around.,

Clavdia knocks. No answer.

Gran scang the outside for any signs of

GRAN
windows. .. looks okay.

Mo broken

CLAUDIA
Wiho lives here?

GRAN
L don't know. SOmMSEOne

houge, I guess.




E——

INT . ~ CONTINUOUS

Tts gulet. ryihing absolutely
downstalrs. Antigue furniture... some
white dust tarps for the off-season.

gsitting in the middle of the floor.

n

tlaudia‘s eyves go to the windows... all of them

ORAN

We have power. That’'s

TATE

put the birvds can get in... Llike

they did at the diner

CLAUDTA
make it so that
We can close all the

N

e
We

they can’t,
LOTm

Moyrve

=
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CLAUDIA
Anvihing good in there?

.

Road flares
much else.

Mia comes in from the kitchen with some bottled wabter and a

pag of food.

Good g
obther
-

astuff

familliar pz

up .

Suddenly, the RADIO smits
r

TOone . Tate turng the volume

it "5’ f'}'! {‘!
Hey, mom -~ they're saying
somaething .

wo the

bullet

EIE BOB
L bouch w

SEIViae,




SHERIFE BBY (ON RADIO)
- We are adviginq averyone in the
region to stay indoors and prepare
tike wvou would for a storm.

Claudia continues +to listen, not watching as

~- Tate steps up on a chalir. i#He feels arcound on the top of
the gun case... and finds a KB

e E@uucp

But as dia locks over, SHOTGUN .

Taking imaginary alm with the weapon.

CLAUDIA

Tate -~ put that down.

this. Dad showed




e
[

9

“

LI

el

Gran steps out of I
There’'s another BREDR
gracked open.

vl s voom. .. inboe the

1 ¢ hal:
O further down. The door part i

sially

TN . B3 RBEDROOM - CONTINUOUS

Gran pushes Tl
BDROOM,

e door open. Steps

to find a MASTER
dark in he '

goes to the v

to gaet to
room she §ees -

he o

i
&

+he 13aht

Lhne LignT.

N

. A meld who probably

It's a WOMAN Y8 )
takes gare of the house in

almost too much Lo
T DEATH. Neok
2 sockets where heyr eves should be.

1

But the horror is
WOmAan nas beerx

b

once . The
Ewmpty dark

~




But instead of tryving to escape, Gran slams the doo

Dirds contained in the reoom.

keeping

INT . HOUSE - DUOWNSTAIRS -~ CONTINUOUS

Claudia hears her mother SCREAM and she goes running 1in

heartbeat . Racing up the stalrs -

ING . UPBTALRS HALLWAY - CONTINUOUS

aown the

el

CLAUDLTA

aplit sacond e
BIRDS IN THE
EECHING -

Opans door for
see the astonishing MASS
incredible volume

b

and then sha out of
rling birds.

DING SCRATCHES,

GRAN
La - They Ll
housel Don’'t open

Gran SLAMS THE DOOR CLOSEDR ONCE AGAIN.

TEONOW

to get the door open -« BUT
the door.

Claudia
She pounds

I

IS

80.

CLOSED

o

om door .

coverad

LOCRED!

O




9

—

INT . HALLWAY -~ CONTINUCUS

Claudia is in teavs... bher eay against the door.
for any sign that her wmother s still alive. But
the sound of the birds.

CLAUDIA
Mom. . .7 Mom... please. ..

bedroom door.

her mother

the
an’t believe

Claudia slumps agalnst
trembling. C

There s movemnsnt
Mia and Ta
o their

randmeother 1s

s now evening. The isolated house sits beanesath a huge
paes e

HARVEST MOON hanging low in the sky.

PUSH IN TOWARD THE RBREACH HOUSE... we zee that the all the
shutters are c¢losed. Nalled shutb.

PUSHING toward one window... TATE'S

The boy wa

ot

£

from hetween

g, ROUSE

3oy




EN

Claeudia doesn't answer. She places the phone on the receiver
and sits next to Mia on the floor. Blankets are spread out,

a couple of plates of peanut butter and crackers,

Tate Joins his mother and sister on the living room floor.
He quietly eats a few crackers.

B dark pall has fallen over the hougse. Gran
reverbarat I tares up at the ceiling.

! L . ne ceilll
lock in her eyes ~- as 10 she going into
- 3 i

Gran’s death... all of it dust too much

pression sends a chill through Clas
r traumatized like thig,




CLAUD

there's

that’ got
siides.

e BV
about

wataer

o

pe

PATE
where T
that

A

(e
Lk

P
Pt

mom

TATE
roller

o

L)

PN
[

i
L

i jre
O down the
You should’s

Fas
i

ferrig

(=AY NaRTAe

A
hisg hotel I read
indoor pools and
want to st >
co0l, Mia?
heard

don’

coaster? kdw3s]

wheelsg.,

ne

.
14

seen tnea




L]
W

PULTL RBACK FROM THE FAMILY as they continue to tell stories...
their laughter fading away ag we -

DIE30LVE T0:

JIVING RODM - NIGHT - LATER

INT.

fonnd

:

11TE On
into

o the ohildren, loads Tiey

MO, - .

Looks

e e
SO0

always
Then,

¢
I odon’t know. I
birds... thelr worid has bean
changad so nuch because of us.
They have to keep adapting. They
keep getting pushed.
{beat)

L

vfe like... the

Maybe something shi: LD =H
instincts... now they’'re pushing

Ea

back.




)
L

t-guard.  She stops

[ guestion catches Claudis totally of
her work and approaches Tate.

CLAUDTA
Of course he iLs, honey,
{heat)
Likse we were talking about... maybe
vou can stay with him this summer.
vou could probably even get back

yvour old team.

etatatel

know that 1473 nev
cood time.

i1

cdown next to Tate, hack.,

CLAUDTA
baby. I'm

Then why




96 .

it

P

‘ate nods, fighting back his emotions. These words meaning
vervihing to him.

D

o
bt

tth a fiervce hug. The

Beat... then Tate surprises his mom ¥
angexr... the attitude... all gone.

¢laudia hugs back. Like she finally has her son agai

the distance thers
That dreaded ol

‘g othe sound of the town's
g rising and falling...

Crading
g oLook as

oy the radio

annel,. but there’s

T think so...




EXT. PORT CALBEOUN -~ NIGHT

The deserited Main Strest. Like we last saw 1t. Broken

windows. Buildings smeared with bird droppings. The traffic
light the onliy sign of
yvellow to red.

:

movement out here as it changes from

And then there is wmovement in the sky —- LIRE A THUNDERCLOUD
MOVING TN, What must be MILLIONES OF BIRDS PASSING OVER TOWN.

ude
E S

EVET rehend
Vi

d 0

COmD

HIGHWAY - NIGHT

in the d:

still on
Like an

the abandoned cars

weaire Lad

e
LI At

AS THE MASSIVE FLOCK OF BIRDS f1i
descaend from the skv.

o
O
<
Py
i)
i
N
i
2}
.
B
s
»
o
iy
o
Sl
fury
]
AL
e
[te]
fte
%‘f‘.
i
g
A

The sound getting louder and more distinct as we
different SCRERCHING and CHITTERING and CAWING of

THE MASSTVE FLOCK beging to splinter -- separating into
groups of LARGE FLOCKS. Heading in different directions.

LG and

o diown out
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and Mia continues Lo sing...

MER
One for the magter, onpe for the

and now the sound 1s
roaring overhead.

“

Loocks

hean moOre

Lo oon

One for )
down the lane.

Mow the 3 THOUSANDS OF RBIRDS landing and
settli f. The noise like a haill storm. 1

those clawed feslt SCRATCHING against the shingles.




D
O

Claudia is suddenly a rusn 0f hops.

4

mhe ¢
&

BERDS ke

ta

- @ome Kin
the nouse

uciia tu

A0
MO LY




™~

Perat

=n a CROW flies out of the dryver and lands

the animel ls starving right at Claudia.

Clavdia shoves a step ladder in front of the dryer, Jjamming
the door shut. She backtracks into the kitchen... AS THE
CROW COMES FLYING IN. Taking a perch on the back of one of
the kitchen table chairs.

The
conline

g to CAW! -- the Jarring sound so loud in the

Chaudl closas

body .

CLAUD

pring me th

some

Tate rummages through & toolbox on the dining
the CROW keeps calling from the kitchen But
£ '

the call is dif cant . s now a GUTY

v
=)

Up on the roof, we hear the sound of SHIE
eyes track the movement. In a whisper...

s

TATE

's talking to the other birds,

gsound

i

TURN O

the hot water heater -— looking around. 2And then it’s as 1
th

AMOUNT OF BIRDS Lifting ofif




101,

Claudia’s still at the kitchen door -~ holding it closed.
She shines her light around, a quick check to make sure where
everyona is.

CLAUDIA
This is prebably happening to al
the houses. The birds cutting
avaryone off.

CROW conting

The

TATE

Reep «
ing the otl

A heat.,. and then

the SHODPGUR.

o the gun cese and

CLAUDLIA
Tate -- what're you dolng?

]

TAT
We have to stop that bigd —

3 'g'i';

CLAUDTA
I don't know how Lo shoot &




They take & cautlious step

scanning light across the
of the £ ator.

rafrigey

THIE

CROW. Tx

CAWE

inte

Cther

mnoves -

r"

her

(vnder

there’'s noe sign

the 1

ready while Claudia sweeps the

hrea

THE CROW.

of
kitchen. The flashli
stove. .. up on top
in the dack -~

into the
countear... the
gitting up there

FLYIHMG AT TATE AND CLAUDIE

£

comeas

.o

into the kitchen,

OO e

tho

Where the hell are vyou...?

They keep searching and

SCAnNing .

rLaggern

yoas PERNR,
e B



o

The flashlicght xrolls fo the floor and THE CROW ins
6iveﬂ toward the 1iah”¢ Pecking and clawing a% 3
flashlight —— he? ing a rfect position while
a shot and ee-

1T §~-? v\/

lines up

BANG!  The crow is silenced... the flashlight now bLlown to
bits as well.

”Vom har safe spot. Shines a flashlight down al

looks at the
: Cleaudia and
just ong bird, it

NOW OUT“*DE; i the bivds taking

I SCGUNDS

Lhe hous

TRE T3

ichf again. And for the
Y ING AWAY The szound

togaether ~- Trying To

latest turn of events,

CLAUDIA

Please... let them be leaving.

OF THE BIRDE continues Lo fade... fade...

the 0ol




164,

TATE
They re in the bedrooms... trying
to get through the doors...

CLAUDTIA
They re sealed. Theay’ 11l hold.

THE POUNDING continues. The sound BOOMING

I through the house.
Claudia looks up at

the noise. Pure dread opn her face.

DOWNS'

Laor and shuad

Tlway. The doow

The only other doox

S

P

P o
CLOBeT .

ights as that SOUND

POUNDING .

TATE
have to do somns
dirive them ouh -~

e




TATE
hut we don’t have them. We left
out there.

CLAUDIA
T go get them.

suddenly realizes that Claudie ls going to leave them.

Lo

e
sl ome

MOWmmy . -

1
There's noth

shop them.
all if 7 don't

.




106,

Claudia frantica;}y SCANSs arour
the nell’s the emer gency kini? And then sne gpoth it
Across the way in the living room.

of
;

Claudia bolts for the flareg -

- s BLRDE START POURING DOWN THE STAIRS. SHRIERING and
flying through the flickering meonlight.

grabs a blanket
over her haad

HE RBIRDS.,
enimqu Th@f& is no other

ds SEAM into Claudis as she scorambles for ths

CY KTIT. The pecking and clawving is immedi

ot

blanket the only thing protectin

Clavdia finally reaches the £ She hunches over it and
pulis ocut one of the FLARES. Fumbling with it as the birdsg
neck at her exposed arms and hands.

INT. DOWNSTALRS HALLWAY - CONTINUGOUS

Mia and Tate stand in the hallway as birds begin to SCRATCE
AND THUMP on the other side of the door. Mia looks downqn?
her eves going wide.

MIA

ad with her flashlight - where




e but she is totally focused on the flare. Struggling to
1

light it against the striking surface of the flare

A BIRD bites her hand -- HARD. Holding on and not letting
Claudia SCREAMS OUT in pain. She flings the bird off

goes rolling away

GO -
but loses the flare in the process as |

across the {loor.

cap off. Working the tip

Come on

DARE LGWNITES.

GLARING

reveall

shocking sight.  fThe flare
in the house. A thick
iing beaks

mass of

and eyes and soreect

ppaed around her. She waves h
-~ a mother pushed Lo her most

o protect her children.

I




L08.

Tate pumps the shotgun -~

INT, DOWNSTAIRS - CONTINUOCU:

s gwinging her burning flare at the birds as
HOTGUN BLAES ringlng through the house.

thea

iN A
il
ard

SWARM OF BIRDL.

creating even more

Claudia One
They scatte The
gsmoke in the downstalirs

£
5

Claudia keeps swinging her flare at the attacking bivds.

gets too closse - AND CATCHES OR

e hall,




109,

CLAUDITA
Tatel

Mo answer. Claudia looks down to ses Tate’s JACKET laying on
I S
i

the floor... torn to shyeds by the birds.

MOves st ough the smoke to the end of the
NO BSIGN OF HER FAMILY. Just the SHOTGUN and a
on the ground.

o her knees.

has happened

VOO, 33
the dooy open --

.

Claudia pulls evervone into an embrace... all of them holding
on bo each other as 1f they may never let ¢go again.

I'E:I b j‘ N

e

]

OPHUNDEROUS sOUND OF

im0 OUTLIT

sWAY A




B, MAYH STREET -~ MORNING

g

imagine that people could

@ver

Simply wiped out,
live here again...

EXT. BEACH HOUSE -~

A e

Claudia, Tate
they continue
MO all the damage done

through the . \
they can see in the light of
housa.

Lorn away. . .

1n

noles

top of a
Thay look

to b he trees,.,. the power lines. NWot a sign of a

TATE

Where d they all go?

Claudias stands there in the guiet

o

Moy i



BEEY PULLING AWAY until it all seens so small and

DISSOLVE TG
A LIGHT POLE. Sitting therve empty for a long beat... and
i

hen a CROW comes in and lands on the pole. THE BIRD'S black
Studying. ..

eyves looking out,

WIDEN 0 REVE
nearky poles

AL there are OTHER CROWS AND BIRDS perched on

and wirag

ANGLE COM
SERY in the
and nelghbord

AROUND TO REV that 1
distance. ALL thoze
waods . . . Al

o oca
LOUD

SLAM TG BLACK.

The and.



