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welcome home. Picard’s sister-in-law MARIE, and his nephew
ANDRE (6-7), are also here to meet him. Marie very happy to
see him, Andre a little awed by his uncle. The MAYOR and
Picard’s childhood friend LOUIS lhave organized quite a
celebration in honor of the town’s favorite son, but Picard
really doesn’t want to be part of this and tries to
gracefully bow out. He leaves with Marie & Andre. Picard
asks about his brother... Marie: "He can’t wait to see you"
Picard knows better and gives her a dry look.

TRANSPORTER ROOM - Worf arrives to meet his parents. Geordi
is there working on some equipmént with O’Brien. MR. & MRS.
KURENSKI, a human couple of Russian descent beam aboard and
greet their adopted son with the warm and affection you
would expect from parents separdated from their son for a
long time... make some comments |about his weight... whether
he needs a haircut. Worf not really comfortable with all
this in front of Geordi and O’Brien and offers to show them
to their quarters. Geordi and Q’Brien suppress smiles and
tactfully look away when he glances at them.

EXT. PICARD’S HOME/VINEYARD - Picard, Marie, Andre walking
along the dirt path to the homeJ The home lacks 24th
century accoutrements (made of stone & wood). Picard and
Marie have never met face to fage, but Marie has taken the
responsibility of keeping in touch with Picard on behalf of
the family, so they have exchanged messages and letters over
the course of the years. Picard commenting on how little
things seem to have changed singe he left. Andre getting a
little braver and more curious about Picard. Marie
obliquely refers to the bad blodd between Picard and his
brother... thinks that it’s time to heal old wounds.

EXT. HOME/VINEYARD - Picard’s byother ROBERT is working in
the field. Picard walks out, s3ays hello. Robert’s attitude
is civil, but just barely. He is totally uninterested in
anything Picard might have to say and he wastes no time in
ignoring Picard and returning to his work. Picard also has
little sympathy for Robert... their antipathy is mutual.
They turn their backs on each other and Picard walks away.

ACT TWO:

TURBOLIFT - Beverly and Troi. everly has read the
"message" in her quarters and ig concerned. The message is
actually a program disk for Wesley and she isn’t sure of the
impact it will have on him. Trqgi being supportive and
trying to help with Bev’s feelings of ambivalence. They
exit and run into Worf and parents. Brief introductions,
then Worf/parents get in turbolilfft. Mom waits a beat
then... "so, have you met any nice girls?"

BRIDGE - Worf/parents arrive. hey display pride in their
son and his accomplishments, and are suitably impressed with
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EXT. HOME/VINEYARD - Picard and Robert come outside.
They’re drunk. Picard has loosened up some. The
conversation has moved on to "heroes". Picard denies that
he is a hero. Robert won’t let it go and declares that
Picard’s always loved the glory pf the limelight... says
that if Picard were really himself he’d be back in town
right now putting up a statue to himself. Picard admits
that maybe there is something wreng with him. Robert
pounces on the admission: "I still have to take care of
you... just like I always did" t that, Picard slugs him
and they begin to fight. They t out twenty years of
aggression and bitterness as the kick and punch each other
with the ferocity that only siblings can muster. Finally,
rolling around in the dirt, gra ling with each other, they
realize they’re laughing. The laughter continues and they
let go of each other and lie on their backs in the vineyard
looking up at the night sky... just as they did when they
kids. Picard: "I wanted to do at since I got here" A
great weight seems to have 1ife from both of them. They
pass out next to each other in the vineyard.

ACT FIVE:

INT. HOME - The morning after.
over. Marie is unsympathetic a chides them for such
childish behavior. A brief joke about synthehol & hang
overs. Picard announces that he’s decided to return to the
Enterprise. Robert approves, and manages to get in one last
good-natured dig... instead of being offended, Picard

laughs.

he brothers are very hung

HOLODECK - Wes meets the father he barely knew. Jack
crusher appears, in the prime of his life... a vibrant
charismatic man looking forward {to a long life and career,
but still conscious of his own mortality. Jack made this
program in case he wasn’t there [to talk to his son in person
when Wes turned 18 (which happened only recently). Wes can
interact with the program, but anly to a limited extent.
Jack is here to give Wes some fatherly advice about growing
up and becoming an adult... and |in doing so he brings
together the themes of our episgde. He talks about the
importance of family... the bond of flesh and blood... how a
family comes together in a time |of need... and there is a
special poignancy here, in that |even death has not broken
this bond between father and sorl. Wes is a man now, but
that doesn’t mean he’s outgrown fhis family... he and Beverly
must always look out for the other, care for each other.

"No matter what happens... or might have already happened...
you are my son... and I will always love you."

VILLAGE SQUARE - Picard (now in juniform) ready to leave. He
bids farewell to his family. dre wants to go along, to
join starfleet. Picard tells the eager boy to wait, that



it’s not for everyone, that there’s plenty of time to
decide. Surprisingly, Robert ig supportive of his son’s
ambitions... "if that’s what you want, then that’s what
you’ll do." The brothers have hecome more accepting of each
other and of the other’s life. |Picard beams up.

Picard arrives. Worf proudly introduces them to Picard, all
trace of his discomfort now gone. Picard heads for the
bridge.

TRANSPORTER ROOM - Worf bids hia parents farewell just as

EXT. HOME/VINEYARD - Night. Andre is lying on his back in
the vineyard, just as Robert and Picard did long ago...
staring up at the night sky. Robert and Marie come
outside... Marie wants to bring [the boy inside, but Robert
decides to leave him for a while... let him dream about the
stars.






