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THE PARAMOUNT LOGRO
fanci ful Munt Ben Lonand under a hal o of stars.
The stars recede into the heavens...and rising water covers

the foothills...and thus the “Paranount Muuntai n of Dreans”
becones the hi ghest of

THE FARALLON | SLANDS

jagged and forbidding - like a row of nonstrous shark’s teeth
jutting up fromthe white-capped chop of the PAC FI C OCEAN,
30 mles west of SAN FRANCI SCO

They seemto be rushing toward us.

JAXX (O S.)
( Shout i ng)
TACTI CAL!

ENSIGN (O S.)
CLEAR TO TACK IN 1 M NUTE 7 SECONDS ON MY
MARK. . . MARK!

CU LI EUTENANT JAXX

a handsonme young face framed by a foul -weat her hood; eyes
squi nting, teeth clenched agai nst a ferocious 40- KNOT W ND.

JAXX
ALL R GHT, LISTEN UP! WE RE GONNA TACK;
" RE GONNA BROAD REACH FOR 35 SECONDS
IL WE RE CLEAR OF THE | SLAND, THEN
WE RE JI BI NG AND YQU VE GOT EXACTLY O\E
NANGSECOND TO PCP THE ‘ CHUTE AND WE' RE
HEADIN FOR THE LI NE!' ANY OF YOU NEWBI ES
SCREW THE POOCH ON THESE S| MPLE NMANEWVERS
AND | WLL PERSONALLY SEE TO I'T THAT YQU
NEVER MAKE | T TO GRADUATI ON CEREMON ES
AND YQU CAN KI'SS YOUR ENSI GN BARS
GOODBYE, | S THAT UNDERSTOOD!

Thr ough the HOAI NG WND we hear:

CREW (O S.)
SIR YES SIR

Jaxx turns his head to | ook at sonething just over his
shoul der.

JAXX
AND AS FOR THAT SON- OF- A-

MATCH CUT TO



CU LI EUTENANT NI KKEN

a pretty face (also framed by a foul -weat her hood) contorted
into a grimce as she, too, |ooks over her shoul der.

NI KKEN
( Shout i ng)
THAT BASTARD S GAINING ON US!  WHAT IS HE
DA NG DI FFERENT? WHAT THE HELL 1S WRONG
WTH OQUR TRIM  PREPARE TO TACK! THAT
SOV OF- A-

SVASH CUT TGO
CU LI EUTENANT CHASE

a hero’'s face - unhooded, his hair whipping in the fierce
wind, his eyes closed. He is smling as though to hinself.

CHASE
(Quietly)
Ready about ?
And another face is thrust | NTO FRAME. The TATTOCED FACE of
ENSI GN OGG
An enor nous New Zeal ander of Maori descent.

oG
COVE AGAIN, LI EUTENANT?

Chase opens his eyes and says, calnly:

CHASE
Helms a lee, M. (yg.

And t he CAMERA PULLS BACK SUDDENLY as Chase spins the WHEEL
of his

60 FOOT LONG AERCSLOCP SAI LI NG CRAFT

- a sleek sailing vessel with SEM-R @D SAILS and one
remar kabl e feat ure:

The hull doesn’t touch the water.

The entire vessel hovers scarcely a foot above the surface.
Only the KEEL (a long bl ade-1ike protrusion fromthe bottom
of the hull) penetrates the water.

In 40 knots of wind, this stunning | ooking sailing craft is
novi ng an i npossible 40 MLES PER HOUR W are



EXT. GULF OF THE FARALLONES - DAY

And there are 3 boats |eading the race as they round the
FARALLON | SLANDS and head due East toward the Golden Gate
Bri dge:

Jaxx’s boat is in the lead. To his port side, N kken is just
off his stern and, off her starboard stern quarter, Chase’s
boat is a boat-1ength behind..

The rest of the racing FLEET is still heading Wst toward the
i sland while

THE 3 LEAD BQOATS

cl ear SOUTHWEST FARALLON | SLAND, jibe their rigid nmainsails,
and - with 40 knots of w nd behind them- “pop” their

SPI NNAKERS

- huge KEVLAR sails which billow out, bulging before the w nd
as the yachts accelerate to nearly 50 M LES PER HOUR

And each Spi nnaker bears the Insignia of
THE UNI TED EARTH STELLAR NAVAL ACADEMY (UESN)

QJr TO
EXT. ROOFTOP STADI UM - STARFLEET HEADQUARTERS - LATER

The sane | NSI GNI A decorates the upstage wall of the
PRESENTATI ON STAND.

CU ADM RAL GARDNER

- the bearded and altogether intimdating Conmandi ng Oficer
of STARFLEET - as he strides Patton-like up onto the stage
and addresses us:

ADM GARDNER
At ease.

VW HEAR t he SHUFFLE of feet.

ADM GARDNER ( CONT’ D)
As Chief-of-Staff of the Comrand Counci
of Starfleet and the newy forned
Coalition of Planets, it is nmy honor to
address you today.

And t he CAMVERA PANS



THE FACES O THE UESN CLASS OF 2159

YOUNG MEN and WOMEN - all wearing peaked CAPS and dressed in
UESN UNl FORM WHI TES - at ease and facing the platform Their
PARENTS and DI STI NGUI SHED GUESTS seated in bl eachers...

ADM GARDNER (Q S.)
As graduates of the United Earth Stell ar
Naval Acadeny.. .

LI EUTENANTS CHASE, JAXX, N KKEN & GARDNER JR (THE ADM RAL’ S SON)

and a dozen other “Top Wng” graduates, also dressed in
UNI FORM WHI TES (but bearing the “WNGS” of their status on
their chests) stand off to one side.

ADM GARDNER (O S. CONT’ D)
And post-graduate officers of Top Wng...

The CROAD CHEERS whil e Jaxx surreptitiously offers a FLASK to
Chase.... But Chase shakes his head and waves it off.

BACK TO
CHASE' S BOAT
Chase at the wheel, grinning up at the set of his Spinnaker.

A boat -l ength ahead of him N kken's stern...and, off her bow
and maintaining a safe | ead, Jaxx’s Boat.

JAXX' S BQAT

as the Cew let’s out a WHOOP! And Jaxx | ooks back at
Chase’ s boat and grins.

JAXX
QOTCHA, HOTSHOT. . .

ENSI GN
(Referring to N kken’s Boat)
YEAH, BUT WHAT ABQUT HER?
JAXX
AT EASE, ENSIGN. WE LET HER CATCH UP,
THEN WE' RE TAKIN HER QUT!
N KKEN S BOAT

beari ng down on Jaxx’s stern. Her BOANSPRI T (a spar extendi ng
fromthe ship’s bow is 3 feet fromJaxx’s transom (stern)...

QJr TO



EXT. ROOFTOP STADI UM - STARFLEET HEADQUARTERS - LATER
on Chase, Jaxx, N kken and Gardner Jr. as they listen to

ADM GARDNER
Many of you will be joining the Merchant
Marine. Sone of you will take command of
Earth Cargo Service vessels...and sone of
you Wi | I be under ny conmand at
Starfleet...

BACK TGO
CHASE' S BQAT

bearing down on N kken's stern. Ensign Oyg pulls a COM
HEADSET from his ear and offers it to Chase.

oG
It's Lieutenant Gardner.

Chase presses the headset to his ear as he | ooks to see
GARDNER JR ' S BOAT

still heading West toward the Farallon Islands (al beit ahead
of the rest of the fleet).

CHASE/ HEADSET
The hel | happened to you, junior?

| NTERCUT:
GARDNER JR

staring across the water at Chase’s Boat - the last of the 3
| ead boats charging toward the Col den Gate Bri dge.

GARDNER JR. / HEADSET

- (Wyly)
| just couldn’t pass up another
opportunity to disappoint ny father.

CHASE

| ensing the deck of Gardner Jr.’s boat through a handheld
MONOSCOPE.

CHASE/ HEADSET
Your traveler’'s set too far to | eeward.
Bring it am dshi ps.



GARDNER JR. / HEADSET
Don’t worry about ne!

CHASE/ HEADSET
Ti ghten the outhaul; cinch down the vang.
You |l get an extra 6 knots out of her.

GARDNER JR. / HEADSET
Roger that! What's your plan?

CHASE/ HEADSET
You know ne. |'mnot a follower..

QJTr TGO

EXT. ROOFTOP STADI UM - STARFLEET HEADQUARTERS - LATER

I n the BACKGROUND, the clean, hydrogen-fueled G ty-by-the-Bay
has achi eved a near- U opi an SKYLI NE

ADM GARDNER
For centuries humanki nd has been |iving
in the bubble of our own solar system -
I magi ni ng what was out there...only to
find that who was out there was stranger,
grander, nore fascinating than anything
that the mnd of man coul d invent.

The CAMERA PANS the ALI EN FACES OF AMBASSADORS in attendance:
VULCAN, ANDORI AN, TELLARI TE, DENCBULAN and Rl GELI AN. . .

ADM GARDNER ( CONT’ D)
And now...our reality is no | onger based
upon the experience of our senses in the
world in which we live. It is defined by
the gal axy in which we |ive.

BACK TGO

Nl KKEN S BOAT

its Bowsprit inches fromovertaking Jaxx’s stern..

CHASE' S BOAT

as Chase pulls the Com Headset fromhis ear, hands it back to

Qgg, then | ooks to the SPINNAKER SHEET - the line (braided

rope) running froma WNCH all the way to the Spi nnaker. .
CHASE

Ensign G bbs. G ve ne about 4 inches of
trimon that Spinnaker sheet.



ece
You have a plan, sir?

CHASE
W just sail the boat, Ensign. Just sai
t he boat.

QJTr TGO
EXT. ROOFTOP STADI UM - STARFLEET HEADQUARTERS - LATER

ADM GARDNER
110 years ago we had difficulty | ooking
beyond the borders of our own countries.
And we fought a war here on Earth that
cost 600 mllion lives. Today we are
chal |l enged to | ook beyond the orbits of
pl anets |ightyears from our own.

BACK TO
JAXX' S BOAT
as N kken’s Bowsprit overtakes Jaxx’s stern, and Jaxx turns

t he wheel hard to starboard, and then back to port -
fishtails his boat - snapping N kken’s bowsprit.

Nl KKEN' S BOAT
as the FORESTAY col | apses and the MAST buckles and the entire

enornmous rig conmes crashing down onto the foredeck!

NI KKEN
H T THE DECK! SO\ OF- A-

And her boat conmes to a grinding halt as she overruns her own
col | apsed spi nnaker and a tangle of rigging, and

CHASE' S BOAT
RACES past her and Chase SHOUTS:

CHASE
YOU OKAY?

NI KKEN
FUBARI GO GET H M

Chase sal utes and we

QJTr TGO



EXT. ROOFTOP STADI UM - STARFLEET HEADQUARTERS - LATER

ADM GARDNER
Qur notions of God have changed. CQur
notion of the famly of man has changed.

BACK TO
EXT. GOLDEN GATE BRI DGE - DAY
As Chase’s boat pulls al ongside Jaxx’s.

JAXX
(To Chase)
YOU RE GANKIN MY WND, YQOU BASTARD!

But Chase | ooks ahead to

THE FI NI SH LI NE

a LASER BEAM directly under the Bridge. He looks to
THE COW TTEE BQAT

A | uxurious HOVERCRAFT gently rocking above the swell and
bedecked with FLAGS - naintaining its position directly under
t he SOUTH TOAER of the Gol den Gate Bri dge.

Her decks are team ng with COMVANDI NG OFFI CERS of the UESN,
and STARFLEET, HUMAN, VULCAN, ANDORI AN, TELLARI TE, DENOBULAN
and RI GELI AN DI GNI TARI ES and i nvited SPECTATORS.

JAXX (CONT’ D)
BUT |’ VE GOT YOU, CHASE! FCR ONCE |’ M
BEATIN YOU TO THE LI NE AND |’ M NEVER
GONNA LET YOU FORGET I T!

They are seconds fromcrossing the Iine, and Jaxx is |eading
by a third of a boatlength. But Chase is inpassive as we

CUT TO
EXT. ROOFTOP STADI UM - STARFLEET HEADQUARTERS - LATER
And Adm ral Gardner suns it up:
ADM GARDNER
Qur friends and allies forma coalition
of planets dedicated to principles of

cooperation, nutual respect and peacef ul
evol ution.

BACK TO



CHASE
as he pulls a RRGA NG KNI FE from Ensign Ogg’s belt sheath. ..

ADM GARDNER (V. Q)
So to the graduating class of 2159, |
congratul ate you and invite you to join
an ever expandi ng quest. ..

And Chase cuts his own Spinnaker sheet, causing his enornous
foresail to billowout in front of the boat and to break the
Laser Beam Finish Line first!

An ELECTRONI C WHI STLE SOUNDS. Chase has won.
ADM GARDNER (V. O, CONT’ D)
To go boldly where no one has gone
bef or e.
CUT TQO

EXT. ROOFTOP STADI UM - STARFLEET HEADQUARTERS - LATER
As the newy mnted Ensigns and the 16 Top Wng Lieutenants
i ncl udi ng Chase, Jaxx, N kken and Gardner Jr. CHEER and throw
their caps into the air!
FADE TO BLACK
STARS APPEAR, and we are noving through

VA CE OVER
Space. The final frontier...

ROLL CREDI TS
A ROMULAN FLAGSH P

of enornous size and wi cked design noving resolutely into and
out of FRAME - nonentarily blotting out the Stars... (Fig. 1)

And sonet hi ng el se..
A ROMULAN DRONE- SHI P

a hi deous vessel (it looks |ike a colossal flea) follow ng
cl ose behind. (Fig. 2)

And ANOTHER DRONE- SHI P. .. and ANOTHER. ..and ANOTHER ..
passi ng t hrough space in SINGE FI LE behind the Bird-of-Prey.
And the CAMERA pul I s back to reveal



10.

HUNDREDS OF DRONE- SH PS
depl oyed SINGLE-FILE in a line stretching thousands of m |l es.

And t he CAMERA swi ngs 90 degrees to line up directly behind
the single-file FLEET and we realize that it is headed
directly toward the dark side of

THE MOON
oriented in Space so that it alnost eclipses THE EARTH.
W hear a VO CE shouting in ROMJAN. The SUBTI TLES r ead:

VO CE #1 (V.Q)
You are drifting! Correct to 171 mark 3!
Stay behind its noon!

And, indeed, the Fleet shifts so that the Earth is conpletely
ecl i psed by the Mon.

END CREDI TS
My FAVCORI TE MARTI AN

with Ray Wal ston as “Uncle Martin” and Bill Bixby as “Tinf is
pl aying on A TELEVI SI ON connected to a VID- CH P PLAYER and
bei ng wat ched by

A DOZEN VULCANS
gat hered around and staring, stone faced. W are
| NT. AMBASSADOR SKON S HOVE - VULCAN COVPOUND - NI GHT

The nulti-level terraced Frank-LIoyd-Wight-neets-the-22nd-
Century hone of the Wul can Anbassador.

A party in full swing. UESN GRADUATES, STARFLEET OFFI CERS,
HUVAN, VULCAN, ANDCRI AN, TELLARI TE, DENOBULAN and RI GELI AN
DIGNI TARIES and invited GQUESTS nmill about to the MJSI C of

A JAZZ QUARTET

featuring 3 HUVANS on guitar, bass and druns, and a VULCAN
pl ayi ng the ka'at hyra.

NI KKEN & GARDNER JR

- still wearing their UNI FORM DRESS WH TES - hover on the
edge of the Wulcan T.V. audience as...ANTENNAE energe from
the back of “Uncle Martin s” head and CANNED LAUGHTER erupts
fromthe T.V.
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VULCAN MALE
VWat is it?

NI KKEN
(Wi spering to Gardner Jr.)
Sonebody should tell themit’s a conedy.

Gardner Jr. suppresses a | augh.

AVBASSADOR SKON' S W FE
An early 20th century tele-vision. And
entertainnments fromthat tine. It is a
gift fromAdmral Gardner. He knows of
ny husband’ s fascination with science

fiction.

VULCAN MALE
Science and fiction are two different
t hi ngs.

AVBASSADOR SKON' S W FE
It is a human story-telling genre of the
20th and 21st centuries...

She replaces the My Favorite Martian VID-CH P wi th anot her:
An epi sode of

THE QUTER LIM TS

A Man in a ridiculous nonster suit has a Wnman by the hair
and a ray-gun in his claw hand. The Wnman SCREANS.

The Vul cans nove cl oser, fascinated by the | ow budget
bl ack & white mnel odrana. .

VULCAN MALE
Is that an Al kadian...?

N kken turns to Gardner Jr....but he is gone...
CUT TQ
COWCDORE C WE. WH TE

the grizzl ed- but - squar ed-away Conmandi ng O ficer of the UESN
is explaining to a group of ALIEN AMBASSADOR S W VES:

VH TE
The boats were crewed by this year’s
graduat es and captai ned by newy
conm ssi oned officers of the Naval Top
W ng program
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ANDCRI AN W FE
Top Wng? This is amlitary
organi zation? W have not heard of this -

VH TE
Top Wng is a UESN elite tactical single-
pil ot attack & defense spacecraft flight
team - fromwhose ranks are recruited the
test pilots that Starfleet routinely
chews up and spits out.

The colloquialismis lost on them Admiral Gardner expl ains:

ADM GARDNER
Traditionally, the winner of the regatta
is given first position on the flight
roster at Saturn Flight Range.

Rl GELI AN W FE
And what /s the difference between the
United Earth Stellar Navy and Starfl eet?

VH TE
The UESN is strictly mlitary.
Starfleet’s mandate is to explore.

SKON (O S.)
Yet recent history has proved Starfl eet
to be a defensive force to say the very
| east. ..

ALL | ook to the speaker:
AVBASSADCR SKON
a wi se and di stingui shed-1 ooki ng Vul can.
ADM GARDNER
Vel | said, Arbassador Skon. It’s hard to
argue with that.
The bl ue- ski nned
ANDORI AN AMBASSADCOR

sticks his antennae into the conversati on:

ANDORI AN AMBASSADCOR
But if the Andorian Inperial Quard, the
Vul can H gh Conmand, the Tellarites
and the R gelians can allow Earth
Starfleet to assunme command of their
mlitary forces -
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ADM GARDNER
W are the hosts of the Coalition of
Pl anets, Anbassador - equal partners, and
not hi ng nore.

And that’s enough to capture the attention of the pig-Ilike
and confrontational

TELLARI TE AVBASSADOR
But you are going farther than any of us!
You are destined to do nothi ng but
provoke trouble and interfere with the
affairs of all whomyou contact! There
was no need for a coalition until your so-
cal l ed expl orati on began!

AVBASSADCOR SKON
Perhaps it would be logical for Starfl eet
to...assimlate command of the Naval
Acadeny and all other United Earth
mlitary forces if they wish to exercise
jurisdiction over the mlitary forces of
ot her planets and cul tures.

ADM GARDNER
Thank you, Anbassador Skon. Speaking for
Starfleet, | couldn’t agree nore with our

graci ous host.
Skon bows.
But Conmodore Wiite isn't satisfied with all this diplomacy:

VH TE
Really? | think that peace is too
inmportant to be left to...politicians.

An unconfortabl e SILENCE...then the al ways pl easant,
preternaturally smling, ridge-faced

DENOBULAN W FE
Was not your son commandi ng one of the
sailing vessels this norning, Admra
Gar dner ?

ADM GARDNER
Yes.

DENOBULAN W FE
Did he performwell?

ADM GARDNER
H s performance was...average, nadam
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DENCBULAN W FE
Aver age?

ADM GARDNER
Average. He was the best of the worst
and the worst of the best.

QJr TO
JAXX
poundi ng down a shot of whisky and gl aring at
A VULCAN BARTENDER
(in serving uniform standi ng obsequiously behind the bar.

VULCAN BARTENDER
Wul d you care for a seventh drink
Li eut enant ?

JAXX
| think that woul d be a | ogical choice,
don’t you?

VULCAN BARTENDER
Al owi ng that the consunption of al cohol
isinitself illogical, | do not believe -

JAXX
What’ s illogical about it?

VULCAN BARTENDER
Intoxication is - by definition - a |oss
of control over faculties and behavi or.

JAXX
Vell. ..
(Squinting at the Wul can’s NAMETAG
Sal ain, considering that ny intention is
to lose control, then another drink would
be the | ogical choice, wouldn't it.

DENOBULAN (O S.)
So, you are the one who | ost.

THE DENOBULAN
grinni ng good-naturedly, is standing right behind him

JAXX
Lost what ?
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DENOBULAN
The regatta. It is fascinating to ne the
human preoccupati on with speed.

JAXX
Yeah? Watch this.

And Jaxx, drink in hand, is gone - into the CROND - only to
collide with N kken

JAXX
Wanna dance?
NI KKEN
Nope. |’ve lost ny date.

She nods to where
GARDNER JR.

is standing on a TERRACE with the SAN FRANCI SCO SKYLINE as a
backdrop - téte-a-téte with

AN ANDCRI AN FENVALE

a knockout in spite of - or maybe because of - her WH TE-
BLONDE HAI R, BLUE- TI NGED SKI N and ANTENNAE

JAXX
Don't take it personally. He's
just...feelin blue.
Jaxx grins at his own joke, but N kken is annoyed.

NI KKEN
|”mgonna kill him

JAXX
If his old man doesn’t get to himfirst.
Wiere' s Chase? Woa..
A BEAUTI FUL WOVAN ( PENEL OPE)

is standing alone in the mddle of the Crowd.

JAXX
Hel nsman, come to course 280 nmark O.
Ful | inpul se power.

And he nmakes a beeline for her, |eaving N kken standing
alone. And then she sees
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CHASE

entering the party fromoutside. He has changed fromhis
Uni form Wiites into standard uniformand an old, well-worn
A-2-styl e LEATHER FLI GHT JACKET.

He, too, sees Penelope - but his viewis interrupted by
Gardner Jr. who has pulled hinself away fromthe Andorian to
greet his best friend.

GARDNER JR
Boy did you have the brass scranblin’ for
the rul e book today!
But before Chase can respond:

ADM GARDNER (O S.)
You' re out of uniform Lieutenant.

Chase & Gardner Jr. turn to see Admral hinself - and
Commodore White - bearing down on them

ADM  GARDNER

Expl ai n.

CHASE
I|"mwarp for the Saturn Flight Range at
0100, sir.

GARDNER JR

Yup! That's right!
(d appi ng Chase on the back)
First on the flight roster!

ADM GARDNER
(To Juni or)
A word with you, Lieutenant.

And Admral Gardner |eads his son away. Chase searches
Commodore Wiite's face. Sonething s up

VH TE

You won’t be flying tonorrow, Lieutenant.
CHASE

Sir?
VH TE

Starfleet - well...Admral Gardner is

concerned about your...associ ations.

CHASE
| don’t have any associ ations.



VH TE
| recomrended that Starfleet Security run
a conpl et e background check before they
allow you to fly -

CHASE
You’' re not serious -

VH TE
Have you ever known ne not to be serious,
Li eut enant ?

CHASE
That coul d take... nponths. .

Commodore White | ooks across the roomto where Admra
Gardner is in arguing with his son

VH TE
You re a lightning rod, Chase - and
Starfleet’s as nuch about politics as it
i s about exploration.

CHASE
Sir. | chose ny future. | didn’t choose
ny past. | was cleared before | entered
t he Acadeny -

VH TE

That was the United Earth Stellar Naval
Acadeny, Lieutenant. Starfleet is too
hi gh-m nded to give a damm about your
choi ces or your UESN cl ear ance.

CHASE
What ?

VH TE
Don’t be naive. You mght be the best
pilot |1’ve ever graduated, but Starfl eet
can’'t afford to put their machines in the
hands of a man named Ti berius Chase
unl ess they’'re 100 percent certain that
he bears no all egi ance to anyone or
anything but Starfleet and the United
Earth. Stay at the acadeny and train
pilots. Join the Merchant Marine or the
ECS and haul dilithiumfrom Coridan to
New Berlin. But if you want to test
engi nes and fly starships they gotta know
you're on their side.
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CHASE
So...l1"’ mgrounded. Because of ny nane.

VH TE
Until Starfleet Security gives you the
all clear. And Lieutenant?

CHASE
Sir?

VH TE
What ever you do in the neantime? Don’t
piss off Adm ral Gardner.

Chase digests this, then
CHASE

So who is it? W' s going to test the
NX- Qrega? Who’ s nunber one on the

roster?
VH TE

Li eut enant Gardner.
CHASE

The Admral’s own son.
VH TE

Politics, |lieutenant...

QUT TGO
CHASE - MOMENTS LATER

maki ng his way through the Growd - headi ng toward Penel ope
and Jaxx...when Gardner Jr. grabs himby the arm

GARDNER, JR
Tiberius. This is bullshit!

CHASE
Jaxx was disqualified for ramm ng N kken;
N kken was DNF, and |’ m grounded pendi ng
security clearance, so...you won the
race, Juni or.

GARDNER, JR
That’s crap and you know it! M/ old nman
wants a Gardner to break the warp 5
barrier. He wants ne to distinguish
nysel f -



19.

CHASE
And so you shall, nmy bro’, and so you
shall. Suit up. You're warp for Saturn

at 0100.

He claps his friend on the shoul der and watches as Jaxx gives
Penel ope the “I’ || -be-right-back” sign and heads for the Bar.

Chase nmakes a bee-line for her, but is intercepted by N kken:

NI KKEN
Wer e’ ve you been?

CHASE
Nowher e.

NI KKEN

What’ s wrong?
Chase | ooks around - at all the uniforns and smling faces.

CHASE
W' re celebrating. And we haven’'t done
anyt hi ng yet.

NI KKEN
Haven’'t done anything?  Junior graduated
in spite of his father, Jaxx never got
caught cheating, I'’mthe first
conm ssioned fenmale test pilot in the
history of the United Earth Stellar Navy,
and unl ess you screw t he pooch tonorrow
you’'re gonna be the first to nake warp 8.
The fastest man in the gal axy.

Chase | ocks eyes with Penel ope fromacross the room N kken
follows his gaze...and sighs...

NI KKEN
Jaxx is at the bar getting her a drink.
Now s your chance. Go for it, Tiger.

And he does. He wal ks up to Penel ope:

CHASE
Cl ose your eyes.
PENELOPE
What ?
CHASE

Cl ose your eyes.
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Penel ope considers his face...and cl oses her eyes. And Chase
ki sses her. On the nmouth. And her eyes stay closed for a
| ong nonment, then open w de.

PENELOPE
Who. .. are you?

CHASE
How do you want nme to answer that?

PENELOPE
|”ve met a | ot of people tonight...and
everyone clains to be sonebody
extraordinary.

CHASE
That’s the problemw th this place.
PENELOPE
You' re a pilot, aren’t you.
CHASE
Wy ?
PENELOPE

Because |’ve heard that pilots never talk
about thensel ves.

Chase | ooks to Jaxx, ordering drinks fromthe WVul can
Bar t ender .

CHASE
Then how do you explain hin?

Penel ope | aughs.

CHASE ( CONT’ D)

Let’ s go.
PENELCPE
Wher e?
CHASE
Qutside - the top of the hill. About a
mle fromhere.
PENELCPE
Wy ?
CHASE

It’s the twel fth day of August.
CUT TO
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THE BAR

as Jaxx turns with two drinks in his hands...to see
CHASE & PENELGCPE

I eavi ng t hrough a TERRACE DOOR

Jaxx heaves a that-son-of-a-bitch-he-did-it-to-nme-again sigh
and turns back to the Bar where a nuscl e- bound

MACO (M LI TARY ASSAULT COMVAND OPERATI ONS) SERGEANT
- in UNNFORM - has just bellied up to the bar.

And, since Chase just wal ked off with his target, the only
thing left for Jaxx to do is pick a fight:

JAXX
(To Wul can Bartender)
| know how you Vul cans are about hunor,
but do you know how many Marines it takes
to screwin a plasnma bul b?

MACO SERGEANT
Hey! [/’ma Marine. Are you sure you
wanna tell that joke?

Jaxx | ooks up at the giant Sergeant’s face and says, sinply:

JAXX
No. You're right. | don’t wanna have to
explain it four tines.

And the MACO puts down his drink and grabs Jaxx by the collar
- but we

CUT TO
EXT. WOLFBACK RIDGE - N GHT
t he hi ghest point of the MARIN HEADLANDS - nornmal |y
over | ooki ng the Pacific Ccean, a view now covered with a
perfect BLANKET OF FOG

Indeed, it is as though Chase and Penel ope are standing on a
smal|l island jutting up froma sea of cl oud.

It is breathtaking.

Besi de them Chase’s HARLEY DAVI DSON AERO BI KE i s | eani ng on
its Kkick-stand.
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CHASE
(O the STARS)
So what do they nean to you?

PENELOPE ( CONT' D)
They confuse ne.

Chase sm | es.

CHASE
Let me explain...

PENELOPE

Pl ease don't. |’ve heard it before.

(Qui ckly; randomy)
That’s a sun, that’s a noon, that’'s a
nebul a, and that’s a supernova, and
that’s a distant galaxy. They're
gazillions of lightyears away, but
tonmorrow you’' re gonna visit each and
every one of themand bring nme souvenirs.

CHASE
No.

PENEL OPE
No?

CHASE
Nope.

He sits down on the grass, points up...and connects the dots

with his finger:

CHASE ( CONT’ D)
That’s Oion. The hunter. H's father
was Posei don; his nother was Euryal e -
“she of the wide salt sea...”

This was hardly what Penel ope expected. She sits beside him

CHASE ( CONT’ D)
And that is Oion s dog - Canis Major -
whose star, Sirius, is the brightest and
nost faithful star in the heavens.

Penel ope smles at Chase. But he |ooks at his wi stwatch.

PENEL OPE
Are you late to be sonmewhere?

CHASE
No.
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PENELOPE
Expecti ng sonmeone?

CHASE
Sone t hi ng.
(Changi ng the subject)
That is Arcturus - the third brightest
star in the heavens. The left foot of
Atlas hinmself - punished with the burden
of carrying the heavens on his shoul ders.

PENELCOPE
(Enchant ed)
Puni shed? Wy?

CHASE
Because he fought on the side of the
Titans in the war with the Gods. Native
Hawai ’ i ans navi gated by Arcturus, and
called it Hokule’ a - the Star of Joy.

PENEL OPE
Wy ?

CHASE
Because when it was directly overhead,
they were hone. Don’t turn around.

PENELOPE
Way not ?

CHASE
Because Perseus is right behind you.

PENEL OPE
And who i s he?

CHASE
The hero. A son of Zeus who slew the
Gorgon and freed Androneda from bei ng
devoured by a horrible nonster. And he
married her, in spite of her fiance -
whom he turned to stone by showi ng him
t he head of the Gorgon.

PENEL OPE
Can | | ook now?

CHASE
Yes, because every August 12th sonet hi ng
happens to Perseus. ..

And she | ooks to see
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A METEOR SHOAER

directly overhead - SHOOTI NG STARS ski nm ng al ong the edge of
the M| ky Vay.

Penel ope catches her breath.

PENEL OPE
Wat is it?

CHASE
The Perseid Meteor Shower. The Earth is
novi ng through a particle cloud caused by
the Conet Swift-Tuttle.

PENELOPE
(D sappoi nt ed)
No. What is it really?

CHASE
It is the joy in Perseus’s heart when he
| ooks upon his wi fe. Androneda.
There. ..
(Poi nti ng)
Do you see her?

PENELCPE
Yes.

Then, as the Meteor Shower streans fromthe center of the
constel | ati on, and Penel ope’s eyes glisten, Chase murnurs:

CHASE

(Quietly)
Her two feet will guide thee to her
bri degroom Perseus...who noves in the
North a taller formthan the others...
and...as if pursuing that which lies
before his feet, he greatly strides, dust-
stained, in the heaven of Zeus...

Penel ope turns, her face inches from Chase’s. They gaze at
one another for a |long nonent, then:

PENELOPE
Cl ose your eyes.

And he does.
And she kisses him

And the CAMERA TILTS UP to the Perseid Meteor Shower...and
the SKY LI GHTENS. .. and the STARS di sappear and we are:
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EXT. WOLFBACK RI DGE - MORNI NG

The fog has cleared and the SUN is beam ng on the Headl ands
and glistening on the PAC FI C OCEAN.

CHASE & PENELOPE

are lying together, wapped in a MYLAR SLEEPI NG BAG besi de
the Harl ey Aero-Bike.

SUPERTI TLES: AUGQUST 13, 2159 0642 HRS
WPE TO

I NT. NX- QVEGA
the COCKPI T of a MATTER ANTI MATTER WARP TEST SHI P. (Fig. 3)
GARDNER JR

- wearing an EV SUT - is buckled in and preparing to fasten
his helmet as the PRE-1GNI TION CHECKLI ST i s com ng through
the COM SYSTEM And a famliar VO CE overl aps:

JAXX/ COM SYSTEM
Li eutenant Gardner? This is a Com Check
from Stafl eet HQ San Franci sco Flight
Control, how do you read?

GARDNER JR
| read you five-by-five, Starfleet. |Is
that you, Jaxx?

JAXX/ COM SYSTEM
It sure as hell is, Junior. |’'ll be
nmoni toring your little excursion on
subspace radio along with a roomfull of
not e-worthi es here to witness history.

GARDNER JR
Where’ s Chase?

| NT. STARFLEET HEADQUARTERS - FLI GHT CONTROL - DAY

The TOP FLOOR of Starfleet HQ - think NASA Flight Control in
the 22nd Century.

Jaxx is seated before a VI EWSCREEN COM ARRAY wi t h Commodor e
Wiite beside him Admral Gardner, Anbassador Skon, and a
HOST of STARFLEET OFFI CERS and PERSONNEL i n attendance.

Jaxx is sporting a black eye and a busted lip, but his
spirits are high and he’s cheerful as hell:
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JAXX
AWOL, good buddy. Haven't the foggiest.
Now word is, they’ve junped the gun and
already laid one of these little engines
into a nodified Conet-d ass starship, so
don’t screw the pooch on this one -

Adm ral Gardner |eans over and whispers through cl enched
t eet h:

ADM GARDNER GARDNER JR / COM SYSTEM
That is classified Roger t hat.
i nformati on, Lieutenant Jaxx.

JAXX

(Unfazed; Checking a Vi ewscreen)
Disregard the last. To confirmwe’ ve got
a green light and a straight board for a
3 hour elliptical flight at warp 7 to 8 -
with re-entry fromwarp of fshore of Lunar
One colony. New Berlin Station will be
nmonitoring re-entry fromol’ M. Mon
hi nsel f.

| NT. NX- QVEGA
Gardner settles in his cockpit as the Pre-Flight concludes:

VA CE/ COM SYSTEM
NX- Orega you are cl eared and go.

JAXX/ COM SYSTEM
God speed, Lieutenant Gardner

GARDNER JR
D sengage.

EXT. SATURN FLI GHT RANGE - TI TAN STATI ON - SPACEDCOCK

As the NX- OVEGA di sengages from SPACEDOCK of f shore of TI TAN
the | argest of SATURN S MOONS. ..

GARDNER JR
One hal f inpul se power. ..

.and pulls away. ..

GARDNER JR. (CChW D
Going towarp 5in 3...2...1...

QUT TGO
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EXT. WOLFBACK RI DGE - MORNI NG

as Chase stirs beside Penel ope and checks his watch. He
| ooks up at the MOON - still visible in the norning.

|s there sonething e/lse up there? He rubs his eyes and tries
to re-focus...

PENEL CPE
Wat is it?

He | ooks at her, lying beside him..
CHASE

Not hi ng. A buddy...ny best friend...he’s
...up there right now...

PENEL CPE
A pilot?
CHASE
A naval avi ator.
PENEL CPE
Is there a difference?
CHASE
Not really...uhm..
PENEL CPE
(Sm1ing)
Penel ope.
CHASE
Ti beri us.
PENEL CPE

You’ re ki ddi ng.

CHASE
Nope. Ti berius Chase.

He gets up and noves to the Harley Aero-Bike. Pulls a
MONOSCCOPE from t he SADDLEBAGS. . .

PENEL CPE
VWell, Tiberius Chase. |’'ma school
teacher. In lowa. And |’ve never done
this before.

CHASE

You don’t want to know where |'m
from..and neither have I...
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He | ooks at the Mbon through the Mnoscope...checks to nake
sure there’s not sonething on the lens...

PENELOPE
| don’'t believe you. And | do want to
know where you're from but if | don't
get home soon, ny father’s going to have
hal f of Starfleet |ooking for ne.

CHASE
Starfleet...

She pulls on her clothes fromw thin the sl eeping bag.
PENELOPE
M/ brother is a “naval aviator.” He just
graduated from Top W ng.

CUT TO
| NT. NX- OVEGA
as Gardner Jr. touches-in a command on hi s TOUCHSCREEN. . .

GARDNER JR
Engagi ng Qrega warp engine. ..

EXT. NX- OVEGA

...and the Test Ship accelerates to Warp and di sappears into
the di stance with a BURST of far-away LI GHT.

BACK TO
EXT. WOLFBACK RI DGE - SAME

as Chase stares in disbelief at Penel ope - having energed
fromthe sleeping bag...

CHASE
What ? Your bot her?

PENELOPE
Penel ope Gardner. M brother is a naval
aviator. M father -

CHASE
Is Admiral Gardner?

PENELOPE
| canme out fromlowa for the graduation.

QJrT TO
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| NT. NX- QVEGA
GARDNER JR
Hol di ng steady at Warp 5. Warp field is
st abl e.

JAXX/ COM SYSTEM
| detect a slight rise in heartrate ol’
budady. . .

GARDNER JR
(G inni ng)
CGoing towarp 6 in 3...2...1...

Gardner Jr. touches-in the commands on the Touchscreen...

QJur TO
| NT. STARFLEET HEADQUARTERS - FLI GHT CONTRCL - DAY
ALL EYES are on the Viewscreens and their
GRAPHI C DI SPLAYS
showi ng stable WARP 6.
JAXX
Juni or Gardner, you are now t he fastest
human in history.
GARDNER JR. / COM SYSTEM
Roger that. Stand-by for warp 7...
EXT. NX- OVEGA
And the vessel ACCELERATES within its Warp field...
BACK TO

| NT. STARFLEET HEADQUARTERS - FLI GHT CONTROL - DAY
Now, ALL EYES are on the Viewscreens...except for two.
AVBASSADCR SKON

has noticed sonething through the WNDOW . .sonmething in the
sky. ..

QJr 1O
EXT. WOLFBACK RI DGE

...and Chase & Penel ope are staring up at
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THE MOON
where a FAINT LINE is formng - extending out on either side.

PENEL OPE
What...what is that?

A PARTI CLE BEAM
suddenly bursts from where they are | ooking and
STRI KES THE EARTH

scarcely mles away - sonewhere on the other side of the
Headl ands from where they stand, targeting:

EXT. STARFLEET HEADQUARTERS
on the south end of the Gol den Gate Bri dge.
| NT. STARFLEET HEADQUARTERS - FLI GHT CONTROL - DAY

The wal | s and wi ndows SHATTER i nward. Anbassador Skon is
knocked off his feet; Admral Gardner and Conmobdore Wiite are
cut by flying glass; Jaxx is blown off his chair as the Com
Array and Vi ewscreens EXPLODE in a shower of sparks.

QUT TO
| NT. STARFLEET MONI TORI NG STATI ON - NEWBERLIN - THE MOON

in a COMCENTER simlar to the one on Earth, a TEAM CF
ENG NEERS run to the WNDOAS t hrough which

MULTI PLE PARTI CLE BEAMS

can be seen striking the surface of The Earth. They seemto
be emanati ng from somewhere behi nd the Moon as Gardner Jr.’s
voi ce i s heard through the COM SYSTEM

GARDNER JR. / COM SYSTEM
NX- Orega hol di ng steady, straight and
true at Warp 7 - |’ ve lost contact with
Starfleet San Fran -

ENG NEER #1
What the hell is that...

GARDNER JR. / COM SYSTEM
Say again, New Berlin...

ENG NEER #2
St and- by, NX-Qrega! W’ ve got a -
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THE ROMULAN FLAGSH P

overflies the Station; it is scarcely half-a-mle above the
surface of the Mbon.

It blots out their view of the Earth.

ENG NEER #3 ENG NEER #2
THE HELL DI D THAT COVE FROM SENSCRS!

ENG NEER #1
Sensors indicate -

But we never learn what the sensors indicate.

The Romul an Fl agship FIRES a PHOTONI C TORPEDO fromits STERN
TUBE.

It glimrers RED as it GROAN5, filling the Station Wndow with
its LI GHT before OBLI TERATI NG New rI|n ation.

CUT TO
THE STARSH P COLUVBI A NX- 02
in the SAN FRANCI SCO FLEET YARD DRYDOCK (an ORBI TAL FAC LI TY)
where she is undergoing a refit: MECHANIC S SHUTTLEPODS and
RC- REPAI R VEHI CLES are swarm ng around her.
AN EV- SU TED MECHANI C

- standing on a GANTRY - turns and | ooks up toward the Moon,
and his eyes widen in alarmas a rapidly approaching

PHOTONI C TORPEDO
is REFLECTED in the VI SOR of his HELMET. ..
And the Colunbia sustains A DRECT HT to its BRI DGE DECK.

The concussive force of the expl osion sends MECHANI CS flyi ng
end over end into Space while

CUT TO
EXT. MARI N HEADLANDS - DAY
as Chase - with Penel ope’s arns w apped around his wai st -

gears down and brakes his Harley Aero-Bi ke on the sunmt of
t he Headl ands for a panoram c and heart - ski ppi ng vi ew of
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EXT. SAN FRANCI SCO BAY - DAY
and the snol dering RUNS of STARFLEET HEADQUARTERS.

PENELOPE
Ch ny God...ny father...

But she never conpl etes her thought as
A V- FORVATI ON OF 7 ROMULAN DRONE- SHI PS

- each one identical, hideous, huge and flea-like in shape -
flies DI RECTLY OVERHEAD, and the ground trenbles with the LOWV
FREQUENCY SOUND of their | MPULSE ENG NES.

Penel ope SCREAMS, but we cannot hear her for the EAR
SPLI TTI NG SCUND of their

DI SRUPTOR BEAMS

targeting the EAST BAY...ALCATRAZ. .. ANGEL | SLAND. .. before
accel erating away and di sappearing over the EASTERN HORI ZON.

CHASE
HOLD O\

And he guns the Aero-Bi ke (which rides on a distorted gravity
wave scarcely a foot above the ground), spins it around and
opens up the throttle.

QJr 1O
I NT. NX- QVEGA

Gardner Jr., sitting in an altogether SILENT COCKPI T and
checks hi s | NSTRUVENT ARRAY.

GARDNER JR
Cone in New Berlin! Son-of-a-bitch.

VA CE ( SKAL)/ COM SYSTEM
NX- Qrega, cone in.

GARDNER JR
NX- Orega.

VA CE ( SKAL)/ COM SYSTEM
This is Saturn Flight Range. W have
| ost contact with Starfl eet Headquarters
Fli ght Control and New Berlin Station.
W are in the shadow of Saturn and cannot
track you directly. Report.
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GARDNER JR
Saturn Flight Range this is NX-Orega -
copy your Com problens and glad to hear

it - | thought it was just ne. Lost
contact with both nonitoring stations
within the last 3 mnutes. |I'mgoin

like a bat out of hell, holding Warp 7
and the Warp field is stable. Standing
by to go to Warp 8 at the top of the
ellipsis in t-mnus 63 mnutes 30 seconds
on ny mark...mark...

| NT. SATURN FLI GHT RANGE - TI TAN STATI ON
A YOUNG VULCAN ( SKAL)

turns fromthe COM ARRAY to face: A STARFLEET OFFI CER, 2
ENG NEERS (1 FEMALE), A CVILIAN, and 2 MACCS (1 FEMALE)
st andi ng by.

AN ELECTRONI CS SURVEI LLANCE OFFI CER ( FUQUAY)

istrying to raise Starfleet HQ and New Berlin in the
BACKGROUND:

FUQUAY
Starfleet Flight Control, this is Saturn
Flight Range...cone in? New Berlin
Station, this is Saturn Flight Range, do
you copy...? FEtc.

SKAL
(To the Roon)
| presume that the fact that we have | ost
contact should not jeopardize the test
flight...

But he is net with SILENCE.
COVWANDER ORLOFF

- a brooding Starfleet Oficer in his 50s whose right armis
a BIONIC PROSTHESI S - clears his throat.

ORLCFF
It’s your engine, Dr. Skal. |’msure
that we will re-establish communication
shortly...but as |long as we have Voice
Comw th Lieutenant Gardner, as ranking
officer, 1'Il authorize you to proceed.

The room breat hes a collective sigh of relief. They are,
after all, nostly engineers...
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SKAL
M. Fuquay?

FUQUAY
Monitoring all subspace frequenci es.
Somebody’s gotta be talking to Earth. ..
CUT TO

| NT. STARFLEET HEADQUARTERS - FCOLLOW NG
ADM RAL GARDNER, COWWANDER WH TE & AMBASSADOR SKAL
as they make their way through the WRECKAGE.
Scenes of devastation and suffering: FIRES burning, SMXE
bi | I owi ng, STRUCTURES col | apsi ng, PEOPLE dead and
dyi ng. .. ALARM LI GHTS FLASH NG RED. . .

Adm ral Gardner grabs a sonmewhat stunned ENSI GN (M RABELLO) .

ADM GARDNER
Ensi gn!  Nane!

M RABELLO
Mrabello, sir!

ADM GARDNER
Can you operate an LCARS?

M RABELLO
Yes sir!

ADM GARDNER

Conme with ne!

Skon - his face running GREEN wi th bl ood - punches the panel
on a TURBCLIFT DOCR.  Nothing. He pries open the doors and
| ooks DO - to a vani shing point 1000s of feet bel ow them

The bui | di ng GROANS and CREAKS and a sudden W ND bl ows from
t he open Turbolift Doors...and Commodore Wiite grabs Skon by
the back of his cow and jerks himaway as

THE TURBQLI FT CAR

cones hurtling dowmn the shaft in a freefall. A |low THUD deep
bel ow them signals its fate.

SKON
| believe that we will be using the
stairs...
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Admral Gardner tries the panel on a door narked: RESTRI CTED
ACCESS LEVEL ALPHA - AUTHORI ZED PERSONNEL ONLY. It doesn't
r espond.

Suddenly a BOLT OF PLASVA ENERGY bl ows the | ock. Conmodore
Wiite is standing behind themw th an EM 33 PLASVMA PI STCL in
hi s hand.

QJr TO
EXT. HAM LTON FI ELD - DAY

as Chase accel erates his Aero-Bi ke through the MAIN GATE and
side-skids to a halt in the mddle of this UESN Al RBASE north
of San Francisco - the home of the TOP W NG program

HANGARS, Al RSTRI PS, LAUNCH RAMPS and
20 SINGLE PILOT ATTACK & DEFENSE SPACECRAFT ( SPADS)

Everywhere PILOTS are scranbling - junping out of Aero-Cars
and SHUTTLECRAFT and running to their SPADS.

Penel ope is off the Aero-Bi ke even before Chase is.

PENELOPE
|”ve got to get to ny father!

CHASE
And |’ ve got to get up there.

She stares at himfor a | ong nonent - suddenly and
surprisingly overconme with fear. For him

CHASE ( CONT’ D)
(O the Aero-Bike)
Can...can you drive this?

PENEL CPE
How. .. how hard can it be?

He takes her face in his hands and ki sses her, but she pulls
away suddenly as...

A DRONE- SHI P
crests the Headl ands and bears down on the Airfield.

PENELOPE
What . ..are they? Wo...

Chase shakes his head enphatically - then lifts her up and
pl aces her on the Aero-Bike.
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CHASE
& Find your father! And I’Il find
you.

And she does. She revs the engine and the Aero-Bi ke nearly
scoots out fromunder her, but she hangs on and steers away -
toward the Main Gates as

THE DRONE- SHI P

OPENS FIRE on Ham lton Field - firing PHASE CANNON BLASTS on
the Hangars and the fleet of SPADS

And Chase breaks into a run - actually | eaps over a SWATH cut
into the asphalt by a prol onged PHASE CANNON BLAST

He SHOUTS to one of several Pilots running helter-skelter:

CHASE
HOLLAND!  YOU SEEN JAXX? OR NI KKEN?
HOLLAND
NO | THOUGHT HE WAS -
But we’'ll never know - as Holland is vaporized by a PHASE
CANNON BLAST.

Chase shakes off the sight of it, and runs smack into
NI KKEN
They grab one another for an instant and both blurt out:

CHASE & NI KKEN
Jaxx?

And bot h shake their heads.

NI KKEN
Last one up pays for the funeral

And she is off - clinbing the boarding | adder of her SPADS

And Chase vaults into the COCKPIT of his. He flips the
switch before he’'s even seated and the SPADS starts to taxi
as he settles in, buckles up, seals his DOVE. ..and starts to
steer for the base of

A LAUNCH RAMP

- like a truncated first 30 seconds of a roller coaster - a
curved track..



37.

CHASE

punches his | MPULSE ENG NES before he’s even |lined up...yanks
the craft into line and rides the Ranp up...and is airborne.

NI KKEN

is right behind him- starting up the base of the Ranp when a_
PHASE CANNON BLAST shears away its top third.

She cl oses her eyes, punches her | MPULSE ENGA NES and t hr ows
the THROITLE all the way forward...and she is airborne...as
t he Launch Ranp CREAKS and GRQOANS. .. and toppl es over.

CHASE/ COM SYSTEM
(O the Drone- Ship)
Forget about this one!l W gotta get up
t here!

NI KKEN
Roger that!

As they accelerate toward the upper edge of the STRATOSPHERE:

CHASE/ COM SYSTEM
Wiere the hell is Jaxx?

CUT TO
| NT. STARFLEET HEADQUARTERS - FLI GHT CONTROL
as Jaxx craws out fromthe rubble of the Flight Control Room
and stands in an OPEN HOLE in the side of the building...and
| ooks up...at
A FAINT LI NE
curving downward fromeither side of the MOXON. ..

| NT. STAlI RCASE

As Admral Gardner, Commbdore Wite, Anbassador Skon and
Ensign Mrabello stunble down the [ast of 40 flights.

TWD MACCS
are stationed on either side of a RE-ENFORCED DOOR

ADM GARDNER
Sergeant, we’'re Condition One Code Red
Al pha. Turbo lifts are out of service.
W need energency nedical topside ASAP.
| mordering you to | eave your post.
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MACO #1
SIR

And he takes off running up the stairs.

ADM GARDNER
(To MACO #2)
You. o topside and round up as many
Starfleet and Marine Senior Oficers and
Coal i ti on Anbassadors as you can find and
bring them here.

The MACO doesn’t budge until..

ADM GARDNER
| " mordering you to | eave your post.

MACO #2
SIR

And he does - running up the stairs after his conpanion.

Adm ral Gardner presses his pal magainst a pad and the
Re- enf orced Door slides open to revea

I NT. STARFLEET BUNKER COMVAND

An enornmous room 400 feet below the surface. A fully
equi pped COM CENTER and TACTI CAL HQ

A stunningly inpressive state-of-the-art facility.

The VI EWSCREENS are alive with | MAGES FROM ARCUND THE WORLD.
The COM SYSTEM i s blaring with VO CE REPCRTS.

SKON
Fascinating. |...knew nothing of this.

ADM GARDNER
W began construction 5 years ago after
the Xindi attack...
( Shout i ng)
W G3E NS!

LI EUTENANT W G3d NS

a dimnutive, alnost comcal |ooking Starfleet Oficer, save
for the fact that he is LEGLESS and confined to a SEGMY-
STYLE WHEELCHAIR (it responds to his intentions) rolls into
view. He is visibly shaken.

W GE NS
Sir...
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ADM GARDNER
That rainy day is here. This is Ensign
Mrabello - he’ll man the LCARS. | want

you on COM SYSTEMS. Wiat do you know?

W G3 NS
They were coordinated attacks. Starfleet
and UESN Bases in Mntreal, Paris,
Moscow, Beijing, Cairo and Bahia have
been hit. And the d obal Power Station
in Lisbon. |’mjust getting visuals.

Wieel ing hinself fromone horrific VISUAL D SPLAY to ANOTHER

W GE NS ( CONT’ D)
There has been no report from Space
Station Salem One. Lunar One Col ony and
O pheus M ning Colony confirmthat New
Berlin has been hit.

ADM GARDNER
The Col unbi a...?

W G3 NS
The San Franci sco and Gakl and orbi tal
Fl eet Yards were both targeted. As far
as | can nake out, the Col unbi a was
severel y damaged.

SKON
Wiere is Captain Archer?

ADM GARDNER
Wth the Enterprise on the planet Risa.

CUT TO
EXT. SPACE
as Chase - with Nikken on his wing - breaks through the upper
reaches of the MESOSPHERE and continues up...into Space only
to see THE ROMULAN ATTACK FLEET:
THE ROMULAN FLAGSH P

hovering just above and behind the Mbon and, depl oyed out
fromeither side of sane...

THE DRONE- SH PS

Now spaced 7,000 mles apart to conpletely encircle the Earth
240,000 mles fromits surface...
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VW HEAR a ROMULAN VO CE. The SUBTI TLES r ead:

VO CE #2 (V.Q)
Two ships. ..

VA CE #1 (V.Q)
Let them |l ook...then |l et one of them
live.

| NT. CHASE' S COCKPI T
N kken’s VO CE com ng through the COM SYSTEM

N KKEN COM SYSTEM
The hell is this, Chase?

CHASE
Starfl eet Command, do you read nme? This
is SPADS 77 calling Starfleet Command...

STATI C.

NI KKEN COM SYSTEM
CHASE?

CHASE
Wiy aren’t they firing on us...?

WGENS (V.0)
They’ re Romul an Dr one- Shi ps.

BACK TO
| NT. STARFLEET BUNKER COMVAND
Wggins is bringing up an | MAGE on a Vi ewscreen.

W G3 NS
This is the |l ast inage received from
Lunar One Colony. It clearly shows a
very large ship - | would guess a comand
or flagship vessel - and a whole | ot of
t hese. ..

He ZOOVE in on a DRONE-SH P.

M RABELLO (O S.)
Unmanned Ronul an Dr one- Shi ps.

They | ook to Mrabello, who has called up the DATA on the
LCARS MONI TOR and is conparing his I MAGES to the others:
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M RABELLO
But they’ ve been nodified. This is
archived data from Enterpri se from®6
years ago. They' re |acking nulti-phase
emtters and their subspace transceiver
array has been sinplified since then.

ADM GARDNER
Unnanned. .

W G3 NS
Sensors indicate a network of subspace
carrier waves - a web of conmunication
emanating fromthe...flagship vessel to
each of the Drone- Ships.

VH TE
How the hell did they get here
undet ect ed?

S| LENCE.

W GE NS
Behi nd t he Moon
(Pause)
| think they cane in...single-file...
behi nd the Mon...and we just...couldn't
see t hem

In the stunned S| LENCE that foll ows:

CHASE/ COM SYSTEM
-arfl eet Conmand, cone in. SPS 77
calling Starfleet Conmand. ..

ADM GARDNER
This is Starfleet Command, identify
your sel f.

CHASE/ COM SYSTEM
This is Lieutenant Tiberius Chase - |'mC
over-26 at 240,000 mles. Switching to
bow di spl ay.

And A SUBJECTI VE POV of the ROMULAN FLEET pops up on one of
t he Bunker Vi ewscreens.

CHASE/ COM SYSTEM
They seemto be depl oyed in a perineter
on an equatorial latitude...one every...
7,000 mles...they ve...encircled the
pl anet. . ..
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ADM GARDNER
Chase? This is Admral Gardner. Wat
the hell are you doing up there?

CHASE/ COM SYSTEM
ly two of us got off the ground, Sir -
Li eutenant N kken is on ny w ng.

ADM GARDNER
But you’' re grounded, Lieutenant.

CHASE/ COM SYSTEM
/s this the tine to rem nd ne of that,
sir?

Commodore White intercedes:

VH TE
Chase? This is Commodore Wiite. GCet
your ass back down here now

I NT. CHASE' S COCKPI T

CHASE
You heard the Commodore, let’s go.

And he banks the SPADS in a tight turn, with N kken tight on
his tail.

I NT. NI KKEN S COCKPI T
An ALARM SOUNDS.

NI KKEN
They’ ve got | ock on ne!

CHASE/ COM SYSTEM
Break right!

And the Romul an Fl agship FIRES. But Chase and N kken have
broken formati on and the PHASE CANNON BLAST m sses.

CHASE/ COM SYSTEM ( CONT’ D)
Get in front of ne!

N KKEN COM SYSTEM
So you can cover ny ass? | don't think
Sso.

Her ALARM SOUNDS, and 4 DRONE-SH PS (2 on either side of the
Romul an Fl agshi p) open PHASE CANNON FI RE on N kken’s ship.

She barrel rolls left - a near m ss.
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And Chase flies behind her to cover her tail.
| NT. CHASE' S COCKPI T

N KKEN COM SYSTEM
Get off ny six!

H s ALARM SOUNDS.

CHASE
W' re 60 seconds from home and you're
gonna make it! BREAK

Anot her near m ss as the COORDI NATED FI RE from 4 DRONE- SH PS
pi npoi nts Chase’ s ship...

NI KKEN COM SYSTEM
Don’t cover ne!

CHASE
Negative! | amcovering you!

N KKEN COM SYSTEM
But you’re the one who “can’t follow ..”

She inverts to |l evel out behind Chase’s ship. Her ALARM
SOUNDS.

NI KKEN COM SYSTEM
BREAK!

And Chase lines up behind her again! And...
THE ROMULAN FLAGSH P

takes a direct HT froma PHOTONNC M SSILE - a blast that is
absorbed by its SH ELDS, but nonethel ess a conpl ete surprise.

JAXX

in the cockpit of a SPADS - his face still cut and bl eeding -
maneuvers his craft to dodge the sudden retaliatory FIRE from
6 DRONE- SHI PS.

JAXX
Son of a bitch!

| NT. STARFLEET BUNKER COMVAND
As Adm Gardner, Commodore Wite, Wggins, Ensign Mrabell o,

and HALF A DQOZEN STARFLEET OFFI CERS (i n varying degrees of
injury) watch the engagenent on a VI EWSCREEN.
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ADM GARDNER
Cod damm t! Wio the hell is that?
Cet out of there! NOW

| NT. JAXX' S COCKPI T
- still draning fire fromnultiple Drone-Ships:

JAXX
Wat ch her si x!

CHASE/ COM SYSTEM
N ce to see you! And |’ve got it!

N KKEN COM SYSTEM
No you don’t

CHASE/ COM SYSTEM
Stay in front, Lieutenant N kken!

N KKEN COM SYSTEM
You don’t need to protect ne!

And Jaxx watches as N kken pulls out fromin front of Chase’s
SPADS and she is HT.

Suddenl y, catastrophically. N kken's ship is blown apart.

QUT TO
I NT. NX- QVEGA

In the relative SILENCE of the Test Ship’s cockpit, Gardner
Jr. checks his Insrunent Array.

GARDNER JR
NX- Orega to Saturn Flight Range,
preparing to go to warp 8 in T-m nus
5...4...3...2...1...
And the NX- Onega accel erates to WARP 8.
CUT TO
CHASE S SPADS

on a CORKSCREW NG FLI GHT PATH as it bursts down fromthe
clouds and re-enters the sky over San Francisco - foll owed by

JAXX' S SPADS

- dodging a final burst froma Drone-Shi p PHASE CANNON whi ch
strikes harmessly in the mddle of San Franci sco Bay.
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EXT. ROOFTOP STADI UM - STARFLEET HEADQUARTERS

- strewn with RUBBLE fromthe weckage all around - as both
SPADS | and and Chase and Jaxx |eap fromtheir cockpits and
make a beeline for one another.

JAXX
Wiy didn’t you cover her

CHASE
| did, goddanmt! She pulled out!

In pain and fury, Chase & Jaxx grab each other by their
j ackets and mght just kick the shit out of each other, but -
VO CE (QS.)
FREEZE!
TWD MACCS
- their EM41 PHASE RI FLES | evel |l ed - have got them fl anked.
CUT TQ
| NT. STARFLEET BUNKER COMVAND
As Chase and Jaxx are led into the roomby the MACOS
ADM GARDNER
Do you have anything to say?
CHASE
Yeah. Just in case you haven’t thought
of it, Lt. Gardner is due to be com ng
out of warp directly in front of that big
bogi e. ..
He points to the Ronul an Fl agship on the Vi ewscreen.
CHASE ( CONT’ D)
...in about 7 m nutes.
CUT TQ

| NT. SATURN FLI GHT RANGE
Skal explains to Oloff, the Engineers, et al:

SKAL
The NX-Qrega will be out from behind
Saturn in 35 seconds. W should regain
full sensor readings and be able to
nmonitor his re-entry...
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FUQUAY
| mgetting a standard radi o transm ssion
fromStarfleet...

ORLCFF
Pipe it through.

ADM GARDNER/ COM SYSTEM
- to abort the NX-Qrega re-entry or re-
route to coordinates -

ORLCFF
This is Commander O'loff - could you
repeat ?

ADM GARDER/ COM SYSTEM
This is Admral Gardner. | need you to
patch me through to Lt. Gardner now

I NT. NX- QVEGA

Gardner Jr. is concerned. H's I NSTRUMENT ARRAY is flashing
ORANGE and he’s in the mdst of problem solving when:

ADM GARDNER/ COM SYSTEM
Li eutenant, this your father. | am not
going to repeat nyself. W are Condition
he Code Red Al pha. Your present course
and re-entry point will bring you to
wthin 100 mles of a hostile. You are
to alter your course to -

GARDNER JR
What sort of hostile?

He continues to touch-in commands to nake t he ORANGE FLASH NG
LI GHT go away as he |i stens.

ADM GARDNER/ COM SYSTEM
Alter your course. That’s an order!

Jaxx shakes hi s head.

JAXX
He’s a naval aviator and a test pilot.
He doesn’t respond to those kinds of
orders. He needs the truth.

ADM GARDNER
(Appealing to Wite)
Commodor e?

But Chase leans in and transmts:
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CHASE
Li sten, Junior, the Earth has been
attacked. W' re surrounded. By about
250...uhm ..

M RABELLO
Unmanned Dr one- Shi ps.

CHASE
Unmanned Dr one- Ships and a...

M RABELLO
Controll ed by a Rormul an Fl agshi p.

CHASE
Controlled by a Romul an Fl agship. You're
due to re-enter right on top of the son-
of-a-bitch - and they will kill you.
Recommend you alter your course and
return to Saturn Flight Range.

GARDNER JR. / COM SYSTEM
Negative, bro. Fact is, |’mhaving a
little troubl e here nyself. Tell the
boys back at Saturn that warp 7 is good
to go, but warp 8...

I NT. NX- QVEGA

The ORANGE LIGHT turns to a RED FLASH NG LI GHT. Gardner
Jr.’s CONSCLE shows WARP CORE CRITICAL and a TIMER i s
runni ng backwards in 100t hs of a second...

GARDNER JR
| " m showi ng high | evels of antideuterium
It looks like I've got a leak in the
Gavinetric Field D splacenent Manifold.

QJr 1O
I NT. SATURN FLI GHT RANGE

As Skal, Oloff, the Engineers, et al react to the news
com ng over the COM SYSTEM

SKAL
No. That is inpossible...

GARDNER JR. / COM SYSTEM
Fact of the matter is, |’ve already gone
critical and |I'’m/lookin at a warp core
breach in T-m nus 45 seconds on ny
nark. ..
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I NT. STARFLEET BUNKER COMVAND

GARDNER JR. / COM SYSTEM
...and | can’'t think of a better place to
have it than right on top of a bogie.

MNar k.
ADM GARDNER
No. . .
CHASE
(Urgently)

Junior listen to ne - try boosting your
contai nnent field and overl oadi ng your
injector coils to bleed pressure from -

GARDNER JR. / COM SYSTEM
Been there, done that, bro. [|’ve been
westling with this for the last 16
m nutes. Tell Penelope to stay away from
naval avi ators.

ADM GARDNER
Son. ..

GARDNER JR. / COM SYSTEM
Dad? | hope this...helps.

SVMASH CUT TO
| NT. STARFLEET BUNKER COMVAND
As the door is opened by a MACO and
PENELCPE
enters the room sees Chase, and runs to him

PENELOPE
Thank God, you're...

Chase shakes his head and takes her face in his hands and
| ooks deep into her eyes and whi spers:

CHASE
It shoul d have been ne.

PENEL CPE
What ?

And her brother’s VO CE cones through the COM SYSTEM for the
[ ast tinme:
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GARDNER JR. / COM SYSTEM
| sure wish | knew what they wanted. ..

PENELOPE
(O her brother’s VA CE)
Wait...is that...

ADM GARDNER
(Conf ounded by his daughter’s
pr esence)

Penel ope...get...get away fromhim..
But Chase hol ds her cl ose.
PENELOPE
( Conf used)
What’ s. .. what’ s happeni ng...?
SMASH CUT TO
EXT. SPACE

as the NX-QOrega’s WARP FI ELD col | apses and the ship re-enters
sub-1ight space within 100 mles of the Rormul an Fl agship...

And EXPLODES in A CATACLYSM C NVATTER/ ANTI MATTER REACTION. A
CATASTROPH C WARP CORE FAI LURE of astronom cal proportions.

THE SHOCK WAVE

radi ates in three concussive dinmensions - scattering A DQZEN
DRONE- SHI PS and hurling the

ROMULAN FLAGSH P

directly into

THE MOON

where it EXPLODES on inpact.

And, slowy, we

FADE TO BLACK

SUPERTI TLES:  August 14, 2159

The CAMERA PULLS BACK - fromthe bl ackness in the center of
AMBASSADOR SKON' S EYE

and ...we see that his FACE - still bearing the scars of
yesterday - is grave and inpassive. A nmask of logic. W are
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EXT. WOLFBACK RI DGE - SUNSET

Anbassador Skon is sitting in nmeditation on this highest

poi nt of the Marin Headl ands as the SUN SETS in a fiery bl aze
of RED & ORANGE over the PAC FI C OCEAN.

ADM RAL GARDNER

appr oaches from behi nd him

And Skon can sense this - Vulcans are, after all, telepathic.
He folds his hands in his lap and, w thout turning:
SKON
| wish to apol ogi ze to you, Admral
Gar dner.
ADM GARDNER
Apol ogi ze? That is hardly the Vul can
way.
SKON

| have received an encrypted nessage from
Vul can. From M ni ster T Pau.

ADM GARDNER
Encrypted? So you're still keeping
secrets fromus...

SKON
| regret that too often dipl onacy
requi res decepti on.

ADM GARDNER
That mnust be hard for you.

SKON
The teachings of Surak forbid di shonesty.
And even sins of omssion are difficult
for me to bear.

ADM GARDNER
|s that what you' re sorry for?
SKON
No. | amsorry for the | oss of your son.

Adm Gardner stiffens; he has yet to feel his utter sorrow

SKON ( CONT’ D)
And | amstruggling with the fact that it
was ny nephew who desi gned the Orega
Engi ne.
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This is news to Admral Gardner.

ADM GARDNER
Vll...uhm..failure...is an occupati onal
hazard. For both ny son and your nephew.
There is no need to apol ogi ze.

SKON
| do not apologize. It is sinply a fact
for which I am sorry.

ADM GARDNER
|...don’t understand. And |I’msorry, but
| don’t have time for Wul can semanti cs.
|"ve got 250 hostile vessels in orbit
around ny planet and | don’t know why, so
if youll excuse ne -

SKON
But I do. Know why. It seens...that the
Romul ans have chosen to conmunicate their
intentions. To us.

QJT TGO
I NT. AVBASSADCR SKON' S HOVE - VULCAN COVPQUND - NI GHT

As Skon’s Wfe serves VULCAN SPI CE TEA to her husband and
Adm ral Gardner

SKON

1,800 years ago, our species was on the
brink of self-annihilation - we had
reached a | evel of technol ogical
sophi sti cati on whi ch gave us devastating
neans to express our anger - we were nuch
as you were before your energy-based
gl obal econom c systemled to your Third
Wrld War. But the teachings of Surak -
a phil osophy of peace through |ogic -
saved our people fromextinction.

(To his Wfe)
Thank you, S Avha. Please join us.

She sits besi de her husband.

SKON ( CONT’ D)
But there were those anong us who woul d
not enbrace his teachings - they tw sted
the word of Surak into a faith which
espoused vi ol ence as a | ogi cal expression
of evolution and the expansi on of our
race.
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He turns to S Avna. She continues, sean essly:

S AVNA

In the 4th Century these dissidents fled
Vul can to found their own society. They
colonized 5 planets in the Beta Quadrant.
But their search for a hone-world woul d
not end until they settled on the twn

pl anets of Ronulus and Renus where their
extremst...mlitaristic society would
flourish.

Adm Gardner is stunned.

ADM GARDNER
What...are you trying to tell ne?

SKON
7 days ago, the attack on Earth was
coordi nated with attacks on Emarkus IV
and Lathrope Prine - like Earth, both are
hone to | arge Vul can col onies. The
Romul ans deranded that all Wul cans
surrender - or face the destruction of
their host’s planet. The Emarki ans and
t he Lat hropians forced us to evacuate -
to board civilian transports.

S AVNA
Once free of orbit, the transports were
destroyed by the Ronul ans.
Tenderly, Skon places his hand on his Wfe' s knee.

SKON
312, 714 Vul cans were kill ed.

QJr TO
| NT. STARFLEET BUNKER COMVAND - CONFERENCE ROOM
THE PRESI DENT OF THE UNI TED EARTH
- a 60-year-old of Arab or Mddle Eastern - is speaking to
SKON & ADM RAL GARDNER
standing alone in this vast room
PRESI DENT

So...this attack has nothing to do with
us.
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It is clear that the Romul ans have
engaged in a programof...ethnic
cleansing. They are seeking to rid the
gal axy of their...free and peace-Ioving
di stant cousi ns.

PRESI DENT
Et hni ¢ cl eansi ng. .

SKON
Were it not for the unexpected
destruction of the Ronul an Fl agship, we
woul d have been given 7 days to | eave
your planet. Now, we are trapped. W
cannot safely evacuate due to the
presence of the Drone-Ships. It is only
a matter of tine.

PRESI DENT
How much ti me?

SKON
A subspace differential pulse scan of the
Beta Quadrant from Vul can has detected a
Romul an Arnmada headed for Earth. 14
Birds-of-Prey. At warp 4 we estimte
their arrival in 36 days.

PRESI DENT
5 weeks. ..

SKON
M. President, we have found you to be an
anenabl e and synpat hetic species...and
our relationship is one of...respect
and. .. mutual support. But |ogic dictates
that the needs of the many outwei gh the
needs of the few There are presently
8, 354, 721, 462 humans and only 210, 749
Vul cans on Earth. Therefore, it is the
deci sion of the Vulcan Mnistry that we
nmust...sacrifice ourselves...in the
nane...of friendship.

There is a | ong PAUSE.

PRESI DENT
| don’t rmuch care for Wul can | ogic,
Anbassador Skon.

SKON
Then...we will not be m ssed.

53.
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PRESI DENT
On the contrary. W humans tend not to
react well to intimdation. And we are
inthe formati ve stages of establishing a
coalition of planets. Should it be known
that we sacrificed the lives of our
friends to save oursel ves, any hope of
peace in the galaxy will be dashed.

ADM GARDNER
Destabilizing the Coalition mght be
exactly what these bastards are after.

PRESI DENT
Anbassador Skon. Please inform M nister
T Pau that | mght go down in history as
the man who | ost his own planet, but |
wi Il not betray one species or race to
another. That should no | onger be a
human option. As for your logic...
sonetimes the needs of the many and the
needs of the few carry precisely the sane
wei ght .

The President | ooks to Admral Gardner.

PRESI DENT ( CONT’ D)
Adm ral Gardner. | am hereby invoking
Presidential Oder 49. There will be no
record of this neeting. Consider this
D-Day mnus 36. You have 36 days to
assenbl e our Coalition forces to prepare
for the advent of the Romul an Arnmada -
which we will henceforth characterize
privately and to the public as an
attenpted invasion. Are we clear?

ADM GARDNER
Yes, sir.
PRESI DENT
( Noddi ng)
Anbassador. . .

And he disconnects. H's inmage is replaced by the SEAL OF THE
PRESI DENT OF THE UNI TED EARTH.

SKON
Fasci nati ng.

And, as the SEAL FADES, we
FADE TO BLACK
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PENELOPE (V. Q)
It’s been 2 weeks since your
reassi gnnent. 8 days since | saw you
| ast, and 16 hours since |’'ve heard from
you.

FADE I N

and we are

FLYI NG

t hr ough BI LLON NG CLOUDS. . .

PENELOPE (V. O CONT’ D)
14 days since ny brother’s death.

EXT. ZI MBABVE, AFRICA - SCHOOL - DAY
Penel ope is seated in the center of
A CRCLE OF SMALL CHI LDREN

and pulling different nunbers of POVEGRANATES from a BASKET
whil e they | augh and point and shout out answers under the
shade of an enornous unbrella fromwhich WATER M STS to cool
themfromthe African heat.

PENELOPE (V. O CONT’ D)
| have becone obsessed by nunbers. Can’'t
you tell? Maybe it’s because |’ ve been
teaching themto the children...

| n the BACKGROUND. . .
Cl VI LI AN WORKERS
MEN and WOMEN dressed in COVERALLS and carrying their |unches
march by...only to descend into the Earth - di sappear down a
steep-inclined CAVE OPENI NG cut, as though by laser, in the
side of a the Ganite HII.
PENELOPE (V. O CONT’ D)
...and maybe it’s because I amcomng to

bel i eve that you can’t count on anything
anynor e.

| NT. SUTTLECRAFT - DAY
CHASE

is at the controls, guiding the vehicle toward
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EXT. PARIS - DAY
SUBTI TLES:  EUROPEAN ALLI ANCE D- DAY M NUS 23

The sparkling, hydrogen-fueled Gty of Light scarred by the
August 13th attack: The EIFFEL TOANER is twi sted and fused
and partially collapsed; rubble has been cleared, and
GOVERNMENT BUI LDI NGS are under repair.

PENELOPE (V. O CONT’ D)
| was brought up to believe in the
essential goodness of people, yet | have
seen things of late - and heard things
t hat have shaken ne to the core.

Chase descends and nmaneuvers the Shuttlecraft to skimthe
surface of the RIVER SEINE until he banks right and flies
into a DRAI NAGE QUTLET and we are flying through

I NT. PARI S SEVERS - CONTI NUOUS

the | abyrinth of stone-arched corridors |ying beneath the
Gty of Light.

PENELCPE (V. Q. CONT' D)
An Andorian wonman viol ated by a gang of
humans in Brazil...3 Denobul ans and 16
Vul cans killed in Berlin...

Until he angles straight down - through a dry opening into
| NT. SUBFAC PARI' S - CONTI NUOUS

a vast SUBTERRANEAN FACI LITY - a sem -autonmated STARFLEET
WARP ENG NE PLANT teanming with C VI LI AN WORKERS and RAUs
(Robotic Assenbly Units).

As Chase | ands and di senbarks fromthe Shuttlecraft and is
sal uted by the STARFLEET OFFI CER/ FOREMAN and begi ns checki ng
off itens on his handheld PADD as he is taken for a tour...

PENELOPE (V. O CONT’ D)
Yes, these are isolated incidents, and
yes, we all feel the strain of this war
effort...but the fact that such hatred -
such xenophobia - could be inspired by
this...alien attack...hurts ny heart.

EXT. WATERFALL - DUSK
Penel ope stands in a NATURAL POOL wai st-deep and naked - her

back to us - and lets the water cascade over her head and
punmel her face...
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PENELCPE (V. Q. CONT' D)
|’ mnot naive. | know that we are not
all of the sane opinion - that we do not
all share the sane vision of the future.

She turns slightly...her hands on her belly...
| NT. SUTTLECRAFT - DAY

as Chase - who has grown a cl ose-cropped BEARD - |lines up his
craft to land on

EXT. THE GREAT WALL OF CHI NA - SAME
SUBTI TLES: EASTERN COALI TI ON D- DAY M NUS 19

PENELOPE (V. O CONT’ D)
The Drone-Ships are a constant rem nder
to me of ny brother’s sacrifice, and the
possibility that sacrifice does not end
conflict - it only forestalls it.
Because | have begun to believe that
conflict is the one constant in the
uni ver se.

From a di stance, we see the Shuttlecraft |and. Chase clinbs
out and di sappears through an ARCHVWAY in one of the Wall’s
STONE WATCHTONERS.

PENELOPE (V. O CONT’ D)
And then ny father wites to nme, and
tells ne why ny brother flew in your
pl ace on August 13th.

And t he CAMERA DESCENDS 500 FEET through the Earth to enter:
| NT. SUBFAC CHI NA - CONTI NUOUS

an under ground STARFLEET MUNI TI ONS PLANT team ng with
Cl VI LI AN WORKERS and RAUs (Robotic Assenbly Units)
manuf act uri ng PULSE CANNONS and PHOTONI C TORPEDCS.

PENELOPE (V. O CONT’ D)
| nmust speak with you about this, for |
do not want to believe what he told ne.

An ASI AN STARFLEET OFFI CER/ FOREMAN greets Chase warnly and
notions for himto cone, cone see what we have acconpl i shed!

PENELOPE (V. O CONT’ D)
In the meantinme, there is a man asking
for you - a Wulcan. | have told himthat
| only hope you are here agai n soon.
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EXT. AFRI CAN SAVANNAH - NI GHT

Penel ope sits near a BAOBAB TREE under a canopy of STARS and
wites in | onghand on the screen of her PADD.

PENELCPE (V. QO CONT’ D)

| mss you so. | sit every night under
ny tree and renenber the first tine you
showed ne the stars. | |ook up at

Arcturus - on the left foot of Atlas -
and wonder if | amneeting you

there...if, wherever your duties take
you, you just mght happen to be | ooking
t here too..

WPE TO
EXT. GREAT WALL OF CHINA - N GHT

as Chase energes fromthe Watchtower and wal ks toward t he
Shuttl ecraft.

He reads her latest letter on his PADD SCREEN as he goes.
PENELOPE (V. O CONT’ D)

...and telling nme that one day we will be
safe, that we will learn to coexist in
true peace and harnony. And telling ne
that you know...that | |ove you.

He switches off his PADD and pauses by the Shuttlecraft...and
| ooks up, at

ARCTURUS
the third brightest star in the heavens.
CUT TQ
| NT. STARFLEET BUNKER COMVAND - CONFERENCE ROOM
A neeting of the 12- MEMBER STARFLEET COMVAND COUNCI L.
The Mot her-of-all-Debriefings is acconpani ed by
PADD- ACTI VATED VI EWSCREEN GRAPHI CS
ADM WETHI NGTON ( FEMALE)

Any further attenpts to conmmence repairs

on Colunbia are a waste of time. The

Drone- Shi ps i medi ately respond to the re-

activation of the Fleet Yard power grid
and target the reactor.
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ADM GARDNER
So what does that | eave us?

ADM BLACK
The starships Intrepid, Saratoga,
Shendandoah, Saraj evo, Republic and
Nept une. The closest is still 2 weeks
out, the farthest is 3. Earth Cargo
Vessel s Constell ation, Fortunate,
Horizon. And 41 earth-based UESN Si ngl e-
pilot attack fighters.

ADM GARDNER
That’'s all?

ADM BLACK
Unl ess you want to count support ships
and auxiliary craft.

ADM  GARDNER
Shit.

ADM GORE
Menbers of the Coalition have responded
generously. 3 Kunari-class Andorian, 4
G ak-class Tellarite, 3 Surak-class and
2 D Kyr-class Vul can starships are
presently en route. Since Andoria is the
farthest fromour system it will be 17
days before the Coalition Fleet is in
pl ace.

ADM GARDNER
And t he Drone- Ships? Analysis?

He turns to Commpdore Wite.

ADM GARDNER ( CONT’ D)
Commodor e?

Commodore White is clearly unprepared...

VH TE
Sir...

The door is opened by the TWD MACO s stationed outside and

JAXX

enters and hands a PADD to Commodore Wiite. Just in tine.
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VH TE
Since the destruction of what we presune
to be their renote control or flagship
vessel, the Drone-Ships have switched to
their default Al.

ADM  GARDNER
Al .

He activates a VI SUAL DI SPLAY from hi s PADD

VH TE
Long range sensors and direct recon
indicate an Artificial Intelligence
program of remarkable conplexity. A
synthetic neural network m m cking basic
[inbic brain function - essential fight
or flight responses. Based on the sensor
| ogs of Enterprise s engagenent with a
prototype 5 years ago, they are highly
maneuverable - with a reaction tine
nmeasurabl e in mcroseconds. They are
self-repairing to sonme degree. Their
hul I s are nonot ani um and they are heavily
shielded. Their disruptors are simlar
to our nost powerful phase cannons -
rated at 500 gigajoules. They continue
to maintain a synchronous orbit - with
t he exception of 7 of them which continue
randomy to...patrol our surface and to
destroy any | and-based matter/antimatter
reactor-sourced power grid they detect.

ADM GARDNER
And SubFac? Admral Wnkel aar?

ADM W NKELAAR
Production at our Subterranean Facilities
in Paris and China is exceeding
projections. W’re still awaiting the
confirmation from SubFac Victoria, but 35
new Single Pilot Attack Spacecraft and 20
Twi ns should be ready to | aunch at D Day
m nus 2.

JAXX
And sir?

ALL EYES turn to Jaxx.

ADM GARDNER
Li eut enant ?



Admi r al

JAXX
|’mflying recon up there, sir. W’ ve
|l ost 26 pilots and craft since August 13.

VH TE
That’ s enough, Lieutenant.

JAXX
It’ s about Lieutenant Chase, sir.
Assi gning one of the finest pilots in
Starfleet to oversee production -

VWH TE
D sm ssed, Lieutenant -

Gardner has had enough. He’s lost his son and,

sone extent his daughter thanks to Tiberius Chase.

ADM GARDNER
(Sudden fury)
Li eut enant Chase cones froma famly of
survi val i st xenophobes who' || shoot a
Vul can, Andorian or Denobul an on sight.
They're terrorists. Wapons-hoarding. ..
Earth-First...fundanmentalist...out/aws.

JAXX
He didn’'t chose his famly.

VWH TE
You are di sm ssed, Lieutenant Jaxx.
Consi der yourself on report.
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to

Jaxx - having done his duty to his friend - salutes the room
turns and exits.

In the unconfortabl e

Admi r al

Gardner - struggling to subdue his anger..

EXT. AFRI CAN SAVANNAH - DUSK

A HERD of ANTELCPE scatter.

SILENCE that follows, ALL turn to

QJT TGO

A RAFFE BURST fromthe cover of

a stand of THORN TREES and st anpede across the plain as

CHASE' S SHUTTLECRAFT

SCREANMG- BY directly overhead - dodgi ng

DI SRUPTCR BLASTS

whi ch EXPLODE on the surface of the Savannah.
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A DRONE- SHI P

- distorting the air and blotting out the SUN- is in
pursuit.

CHASE

is coldly focused, playing the controls, watching the horizon
and listening to the ALARM as he puts the Shuttlecraft
t hr ough evasi ve aerobatics that it can barely tolerate.

Up ahead, the ZAMBEZI Rl VER and. ..
EXT. VICTORI A FALLS - DUSK

One of the 7 Natural Wonders of the Wrld. A mle-wde
curtain of water dropping over a sheer CLIFF and into a 328
FOOT DEEP GORCE. . .

COWUTER (V. Q)
SubFac Victoria channel narker at 139
mark 24. ..

CHASE
SubFac Victoria, this is SSC 07 on
approach, transmt only, with a bogie on
ny tail. Mintain radio silence. |'m
gonna let himthink he got ne.

He touches-in comands on his TOUCHSCREEN and an AFT EXTERI OR
PANEL bl ows off the Shuttlecraft and BLACK SMXE trails
behind himas he intentionally puts the vessel into a SPIN -
heading directly toward the Falls.

EXT. ZAMBEZI GORGE - CONTI NUQUS

as the Shuttlecraft spirals - plumeting into the Corge -

di sappearing into a towering PLUVE of SPRAY ki cked up by the
THUNDERI NG WATERFALL - then punches through and nose-dives
into a tranquil upstream LAGOON.

The Drone-Ship flies on...disappearing over the AFRI CAN
HORI ZON. . .

UNDERWATER - MOMENTS LATER

as Chase navigates the Shuttlecraft beneath the churning
water of the Falls...and surfaces on

AN | NNER LAKE
behi nd the CURTAIN OF FALLI NG WATER. . . and deep wi t hi n:
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I NT. SUBFAC VI CTORI A - DAY

The | argest of Starfleet’s Subterranean Facilities - a
massive Detroit-like assenbly plant for SINGE-PILOT and TWN
Pl LOT SPACECRAFT.

SUPERTI TLES: AFRI CAN CONFEDERATI ON D- DAY M NUS 17
1,000’ S OF WORKERS

of every race, color, sex and creed. CIVILIANS with their
sl eeves rolled up, riveting, grinding, polishing...

Chase returns to the salute of
A ZI MBABWEAN FOREMVAN ( SGT. MBEMBE)
who hands over a PADD. Chase checks its figures and nods.

CHASE
"1l transmt this to Starfleet Command.
CGood work, Sergeant Moenbe. Now where...

Sgt. Moenbe smles, know ngly.

SGI. MBEMBE
Wiere she always is after the sun goes
down. ..

EXT. AFRI CAN SAVANNAH - NI GHT

As Chase approaches Penel ope - seated with her back to him
under the Baobab Tree.

She rises, feeling his presence...turns and places her hands
on her belly and smles...then runs to him

CHASE
No matter what happens...

PENELOPE
Don't say it...

CHASE
Every night...I’ || neet you at Arcturus.

They enbrace and ki ss.

CHASE
But | can't...

She pulls back, her face covered with sudden concern or her
worst fear...



PENEL OPE
Can’t...what. ..

CHASE

| can’t tell you that peace and harnony

are in our future.

PENEL OPE
That doesn't matter now. ..

CHASE
But you wi// be safe.
(H s hand on her belly)

You both...will be safe. 1’|l make sure

of that.
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And she kisses him..and together they sink to their knees in

t he MOONSHADE of the Baobab Tree.

ENSI GN M RABELLO S BOOTS
run-stunbl i ng down FLI GHTS OF STAIRS. ..
| NT. STARFLEET BUNKER COMVAND - MORNI NG

QUT TO

as Ensign Mrabello bursts into the bustling underground Com
Center and Tactical HQ - now fully staffed with OFFI CERS
clustered in front of Viewscreens and SENSCR DI SPLAYS. ..

M RABELLO
They’ re gone!

W G3E NS
W& know.

ADM GARDNER
Sensor s!

W G3E NS
Sensors indicate...nothing, sir...

Mrabell o noves to | ook at the LARGEST VI EASCREEN:

EMPTY SPACE
where there used to be Drone- Ships.

ADM GARDNER
What’ ve we got at Ham | ton?
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VH TE
What’'s left of Ganma Squadron - 2 SPADS

ADM GARDNER
Scranbl e them

CUT TQ
EXT. AFRI CAN SAVANNAH - NI GHT
Lying side by side, quietly, Chase is explaining to Penel ope:

CHASE
There were four of us checked out to fly
t he NX-Qrega. Jaxx, N kken, your brother
and I. | won the regatta, but Starfl eet
grounded ne because. ..

PENELOPE
Because of your father.

CHASE
M/ whole famly. M/ great-grandfathers
died in the war. M grandfathers were
children of the post atom c horror who
wer e. ..seduced by the teachi ngs of
Col onel Green - they agreed with the
eut hanasi a of the radiation-sick - the
el i mnation of anything which threatened
the purity of the human race.
Eventual |y, that cane to include the
Vul cans...or any alien who threatened to
i nfect the human gene pool. M/ parents
were born into this...philosophy..
and so was |.

PENELOPE
Wiy. ..did you | eave?

CHASE
At first | questioned themjust because
they were ny parents. Then | started to
read to back up ny argunents. Then
started to think...then wonder...and then
ny heart would start beating faster...and
| knew | had to...explore. So |I followed
ny heart instead of nmy head. | ran away.
| joined the Navy.

(Gin)

To see the gal axy.

QJTr TGO
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| NT. JAXX' S COCKPI T
As he rockets his SPADS toward the stars.

JAXX
SPADS-18 to zero niner. Lt. Mjszak?

MAJSZAK/ COM SYSTEM
Read you five-by-five. Lenme take point
on this one, Lieutenant.

JAXX
That’ s a negative, Lieutenant.

| NT. STARFLEET BUNKER COMVAND - SANME

Anbassador Skon enters the roomand joins the Staff watching
on the Viewscreen as the two SPADS rocket toward the Moon,
and listening to the COM between the pilots:

MAJSZAK/ COM SYSTEM
27 m ssions and you’ve been point on 23.
Now they’re pickin this up on the Fleet
Yard Cam back at Starfleet, and it’s
probably startin’ to | ook an awful | ot
li ke you’re hot-doggi n’ Lieutenant.

JAXX/ COM SYSTEM
Fair enough. |’'Il be the GB.

He rolls to the right, and MAJSZAK' S SPADS t akes the | ead.

SKON
A@B? This is a technical ternf
VWH TE
( Expl ai ni ng)
Yeah. It means Quy | n Back.
Skon nods.
ADM GARDNER
(Quietly)

Anyt hi ng from Wul can?
Skon shakes his head. Admral Gardner draws up beside him

ADM GARDNER ( CONT’ D)
They' re gone. Just like that. Does it
nmake any sense to you?

SKON
None.
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And Maj szak’s SPADS EXPLCODES.

As though hitting a WALL i n Space.
I NT. JAXX' S COCKPI T

As Maj skak’ s SPADS disintegrates directly in front of Jaxx we
can glinpse SOMETH NG there: The spectral outline of a HULL.

JAXX
Ch, SHT!

And he pulls up - loops his craft in an inverted 180...
| NT. STARFLEET BUNKER COMVAND

ADM GARDNER
The hell was that? WGE NS!

W G3 NS
Long range sensors confirmthe Ronul an
Armada is still 15 days away. There is

not hi ng there, sir!

ADM  WETH NGTON
Then who in the hell is this?

A ROMULAN BI RD- OF- PREY
DE- CLQAKS on the Viewscreen before their eyes...

SKON
The new Romul an Fl agshi p. ..

...and FIRES a PHOTONI C TORPEDO at Jaxx’s retreating SPADS -
m ssing himby relative inches. The errant Torpedo enters
the Earth’ s at nosphere...and...

EXT. HAM LTON FI ELD - DAY
The entire facility is destroyed on inpact.
QJr TO
EXT. AFRI CAN SAVANNAH - SUNRI SE
as the Sun breaks over the horizon, Chase startles awake.

PENEL OPE
Wat is it...

QJr TO
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I NT. JAXX' S COCKPI T
As Jaxx dodges and rolls to avoid the harassi ng ENEMY Fl RE.

JAXX
SON-OF-A-BITTTTT'TCH

| NT. STARFLEET BUNKER COMVAND
As the Staff ook on in horror:

W G3 NS
| got a sensor reading! Wen it
decl oaked. It’s Warp 7 capabl e.

ADM GARDNER
They sent their fastest ship first. The
Drones’ || do the dirty work. The
Armada’ s just for nop up...

W GE NS
Sir...

And ALL | ook to the Vi ewscreens...and we
CUT TO
EXT. SPACE

As the DRONE-SH PS DE-CLOAK only for as long as it takes to
FIRE their PHASE CANNONS at Earth.

But they are no | onger deployed in a straight |ine.
They are everywhere...and nowhere.

Every tine they De-Coak, they are in a different position.

EXT. EARTH S SURFACE - VAR QUS
As - in rapid succession - PHASE CANNON BLASTS i npact:

HONOLULU. . . BEI JI NG . . MOSCOWN . . ATHENS. . . CAl RO . . LONDON. . . NEW
YORK. .. LGS ANGELES. .. SAN FRANCI SCO. . .

| NT. STARFLEET BUNKER COMVAND

as a di stant BOOM shakes the underground fortification. And
t he COM SYSTEM nearly overloads with incom ng VO CE and

VI SUAL DATA.

W G3 NS
47 surface inpacts - no danage esti nmat e!
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ADM GARDNER
Scranbl e Al pha, Beta, Ganma, Delta and
Epsi | on SPADS Squadrons. Get ne the
di sposition of the Coalition Fleet -

CUT TO
EXT. VICTORI A FALLS - MORNI NG
as a SQUADRON of SPADS BURSTS from under the surface of the
Tranqui | Lagoon at the base of the Falls and accel erate
t hrough the M ST and rocket skyward.
| NT. SUBFAC VI CTORI A - MORNI NG

THE CALL TO GENERAL QUARTERS is sounding. RED LIGHTS are
flashing. PILOTS are scranbling to get to their crafts.

CHASE
is running toward a new SPADS when Sgt. Moenbe stops him
SGI. MBEMBE

VWait! Lieutenant. There is soneone
| ooki ng for you!

CHASE
It’ 11 have to wait.
SGI. MBEMBE
He said it was an energency.
CHASE
So’s this.
SGI. MBEMBE

He is a \Wul can.

QUT TO
I NT. STARFLEET BUNKER COMVAND

As the Door opens and Anbassador Skon enters...

W G3E NS
I ntrepid, Saratoga, Shenandoah and
Saraj evo are standing by. W're awaiting
the Republic and Neptune. 17 Surak-d ass
Vul can ships are offshore Venus. 3
Kumari-cl ass Andorians are in Jupiter
oribit. The Tellarites are 12 days away.

Skon takes Adm Gardner to one side and hands hi m a PADD.
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SKON
| have just received this fromM nister
T Pau. It is addressed to Conmander

Earth Starfl eet.
| NT. CONFERENCE ROOM
as the Doors slide shut, and they are al one.

ADM GARDNER
Wiy...didn't they send it directly?

SKON
The Romul an | anguage is...conplex. |
surm se that they deened it too difficult
for humans to translate.

ADM GARDNER
So they’ ' re arrogant as well. ..

SKON
This...is their final ultimtum

ADM GARDNER
“You are surrounded by a superior force.
Surrender your Vul can popul ation or face
relentl ess devastation. Your allied
forces cannot possibly defend agai nst the
overwhel m ng nunbers and prowess of the
Rormul an Fleet. This is our final
comuni cation.”

Adm ral Gardner thinks for a nonent, then chuckl es.

SKON
Hunor ?

ADM GARDNER
| " mrem nded of sonething Genera
McAul i ffe said when surrounded by eneny
forces during our second Wrld War. He
was given an ultimatum and he responded
with one word...

Admral Gardner wites one word on the PADD and hands it back
to Skon.

ADM GARDNER
Send this to the Ronul ans through
Mnister T Pau. It’s ny - the United
Earth’s - official response. See if it’'s
not too difficult for themto translate.
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CU PADD SCREEN

One word.  “NUTS.”

| NT. STARFLEET BUNKER COMVAND

as Adm Gardner re-enters fromthe Conference Room

ADM GARDNER
(To Wggi ns)
Qpen a channel .
(Transm tting)
This is Admral Gardner, Starfl eet
Command, to all Coalition Ships in Space.
Commence attack. Fire at wll.

QJTr TGO
I NT. SUBFAC VI CTORI A - SGI. MBEMBE' S OFFI CE

Wil e the ALARMVS continue to SOUND and the LIGHTS to FLASH,
Chase enters Foreman Sgt. Moenbe’s O fice and

SKAL

t he young Vul can from Saturn Flight Range | ooks up.

CHASE
You | ookin’ for me?

SKAL
No.

CHASE
Ri ght.

Chase turns to go.
SKAL

| have found you
Chase turns and cocks his head at the young Vul can.

SKAL ( CONT’ D)
So...l amno | onger |ooking for you.

CHASE
But...you were | ooking for ne.

SKAL
Yes.
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CHASE
kay. | don’t have time for this shit.
Here | am Make it quick.

SKAL
You are the Lt. Tiberius Chase who was
expected to fly the NX-Onega.

CHASE
Yeah. So?

SKAL
| amDr. Skal. It was | who designed
t hat engi ne.

Chase | ooks at himfor a | ong nonment...then PUNCHES him -
square in the face. But Wulcans are physically stronger than
Humans, and he stays on his feet while Chase shakes the pain
from hi s hand.

SKAL ( CONT’ D)
| understand your enotions.

CHASE
Bul Il shit. Junior Gardner was ny best
friend. A leak in the manifold? That'’s

engi neering 101, pal. 1It’s inexcusable -
SKAL
It was not a leak in the manifold. It

was a del am nation of the inner surface
of the natter/anti-nmatter reaction
chanber.

CHASE
So?

SKAL
It was caused by the anti-ion flux in the
transition fromWrp 7 to 8.

CHASE
So what ?

SKAL
| can fix it. By boosting the inner warp
core containnment field and rel am nating
with tungstenite -

CHASE
What ?
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SKAL
We cannot win this war, Lieutenant Chase.
We are surrounded. The Ronul ans have
begun their attack, and their Armada is

still 15 days away. | have programed
139, 00 possi ble outconmes. W do not w n.
Unl ess. ..

CHASE
Unl ess what. ..

SKAL

At Warp 7 it is only 15 days to Ronul us.

CHASE
Wait a mnute, wait a mnute, wait, wait,
wait! How can you fix an engi ne that
bl ew up - that doesn’t exist?

SKAL
| cannot. But there is another one. W
built two. W used a Daedal us-C ass
expl orer as its test-bed.

Chase stares in disbelief at the young \Vul can.

CHASE
Wiere...is it...
SKAL
It is at the Saturn Flight Range - Titan

Station.
QJr TO
ADM GARDNER & AMBASSADOR SKON
staring directly at the CAMERA

ADM GARDNER
You' re insane. Perm ssion denied.

REVERSE ANGLE - CHASE & SKAL
are on the Conference Room Vi ewscr een.

CHASE
One ship. One shot. At Warp 7 | can
make it there in 15 days.

ADM RAL GARDNER
You don't listen very well, lieutenant.
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CHASE
Thank you, sir.

ADM RAL GARDNER
Thank you?

CHASE
| believe that very well is the |east |
can do, sir. And if |I am being denied
your respect and denied the opportunities
that nmy performance nerits because of ny
| ove for your daughter, or what happened
to your son, or ny parent’s politica
phi | osophy -

ADM GARDNER
That’ s enough! You think this is
personal, Chase? You' re wong. No, |
don’t like you. |I’mjust not going to
send a ship with warp 8 technology on a
fool’s errand into eneny hands.

SKON
| believe that it has been denonstrated
that nmy nephew s engine is not Warp 8
capabl e.

ADM GARDNER
(Annoyed)
|”ve got a war to run, gentlenen
Per m ssi on deni ed. D sm ssed.
And he switches off the Viewscreen.
| NT. SUBFAC VICTORI A - SGI. MBEMBE' S OFFI CE
Chase and Skal stare at the bl ank Vi ewscreen.

Then, in the S| LENCE:

SKAL
But she has no weapons.
CHASE
What ?
SKAL

The ship - she has no weapons conpl enent.
(O Chase’ s confusion)

| apol ogi ze, Lieutenant. W are - to

varying degrees - telepathic. | know

what you were thinking...



75.

CHASE
| only need one. One weapon.
(Pause)
And don’t do that again.

I NT. SUBFAC VI CTORI A - MOMENTS LATER

As Chase and Skal are heading for the Shuttlecraft, Chase
stops a passing Pilot - grabs himby the arm It is

ENSI GN OGG

The enornous facially tattooed New Zeal and Maori who sail ed
with himduring the regatta.

CHASE
M. Ogg?
oG
Li eutenant Chase, Sir!
CHASE
What are your orders?
ece
(Appr ehensi vel y)
I"m..well...1" msupposed to f/ly one of
t hese bastards. .
CHASE
Belay that, Ensign. You re coming with

ne.
QJr TO
A VULCAN SURAK- CLASS STARSH P
rising up frombehind the noon. (Fig. 4)
I NT. VULCAN STARSHI P - BRI DGE

VULCAN CAPTAI N #1 squints at his Viewscreen...searching the
apparent!ly enpty space.. .

VULCAN CAPTAI N #1
Can you sense them..? Lower the shields
for Tachyon scan..

VULCAN OFFI CER #1
Perf orm ng Tachyon scan.... h, Surak
be prai sed. ..

The Vul can Captain raises an eyebrow at this oath as...



EXT. SPACE
14 DRONE- SH PS

De-d oak all around the sleek Vul can Starship,
si nul t aneously OPEN FI RE!

And t he Surak-d ass Starshi p EXPLQODES.

THE STARSH P U S.S. INTREPID (Fig. 5)
flies through the Vul can DEBRI S FI ELD and
INT. US. S [INTREPID - BRI DGE

CAPT. RAM REZ
MULTI PLE TARGETS! FI RE AT WLL!

EXT. SPACE
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and

And the Intrepid s PHASE CANNONS and PHOTONI C TORPEDO BAYS
fire sinmultaneous and multiple BURSTS, but the Drone- Ships
SCATTER - barrel -rolling away, spiralling into Space

unt ouched and undamaged.

EXT. VICTORI A FALLS

QUT TO

as Jaxx’s SPADS - its RIGHT WNG m ssing - corkscrews in and

crash-lands through the Mst...
| NT. SUBFAC VI CTORI A - MOMENTS LATER

As Jaxx breaks the surface of the Inner Lake and swins to

shore, and pulls hinself out of the water.

I NT. STARFLEET BUNKER COMVAND

QUT TO

The COM SYSTEM over | oaded; VI EWSCREENS bursting with ACTI ON.

LT. WGE NS

A Wul can Surak-class...6 SPADS destroyed.
The Saraj evo has suffered a damaged port

nacel l e. ..

AVD. GARDNER
Start working out a tachyon grid.
coul d see the sons-of-bitchs...

If we

BACK TO
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I NT. SUBFAC VI CTCRI A

As Jaxx - still wet - makes his way through the CROND of
WORKERS and PI LOTS and heads toward a NEW SPALS. . .

PENELCPE (O S.)
Li eut enant Jaxx!

Penel ope - standing still in the hustling G owd.
JAXX
Penel ope. .. ?
PENELOPE

Have you seen hin? Do you know -

JAXX
No.

He sees the fear in her eyes. The desperation.

JAXX ( CONT’ D)

Listen to nme. It’s ugly up there.
You' ve got to stay here - stay down here.
He' || be back.

He grins, knowi ng what he’s about to say is utterly
unaccept abl e, but nmeant to poke fun at hinself.

JAXX ( CONT' D)
And if heisnt.../] will be. Because you
know what? |’ mindestructible.
She shakes her head at his cl owni shness.
JAXX ( CONT' D)
Just...gime a kiss for good |uck. He
woul dn’t m nd. ..
And she does. On the cheek.
CUT TO
EXT. ANTARCTI CA - MJUHLI G HOFFMAN MOUNTAI NS - DAY

As Chase | ands his Shuttlecraft in the | CE and SNON near
AN ENORMOUS FI SSURE
in the 1CY GRANI TE of the MOUNTAI N FACE.

As he steps down fromthe Shuttlecraft Door and cl oses and
| ocks the Door with a HAND- HELD REMOTE. . .
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6 SOLD ERS
dressed in SNOW CAMO | evel EM41 PHASE R FLES at him

CHASE
Hel | o, boys. Long tinme no see.

I NT. MJUHLI G HOFFMAN MOUNTAI NS - MOVENTS LATER

as Chase is led at rifle-point into

A CATHEDRAL- LI KE GROTTO

surroundi ng a SMALL LAKE whose shore is |ush with VEGETATI ON.

WARM SPRI NGS bubbl e up fromthe ground. FRESH WATER cascades
fromgranite walls. HABITATIONS - built from 20t h CENTURY

SH P BULKHEADS and parts - |ine the shore of the Lake where
A SUBMARI NE
- a barnacl e-encrusted hulk - is floating on the surface.

THE COMMANDER (OTTO - 60s)

enmerges fromone of the habitations.

OrTo
You. ..

CHASE
Don’t worry, Commander. |’mnot here to
st ay.

OrTo

O course you are. Base 211 is not a
pl ace one visits. You're either with us

or you're -
CHASE
Yeah. | know. But | nade ny choi ce.
Ten years ago.
OrTo
Then. ..l have no alternative but to

classify you as...an eneny conbatant.

CHASE
Ri ght.

He | ooks to the barnacl e-encrusted subnari ne.

CHASE ( CONT’ D)
You want to explain this?
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orTo
Want to? Absolutely. Feel the need to?
| don't need to explain anything to you.

They stare at one another for a |ong nonent. ...

OITO (CONT' D)
It’s a U Boat. A 20th Century GCernan
submarine. W raised it fromthe bottom
We have di scovered nuch about our. ..
refuge since you left. Let ne show you.

QJr TO

I NT. JAXX'S COCKPI T

As he rockets into the fray in a NEW SPADS and joi ns an
ATTACK SQUADRON del i vering harassing fire on the Drone- Ships
as they De-Cloak to FIRE - and performng tactical evasive
and of fensi ve maneuvers all the while:

PI LOT/ COM SYSTEM
JESUS! HOW THE HELL ARE WE SUPPCSED TO -

JAXX
Mai ntai n an even strain, Ensign...

PI LOT/ COM SYSTEM
BUT WE'RE HAVIN NO EFFECT!

JAXX
W' re keepin’ ‘emoccupied ‘til the big
boys can figure “emout, and we’'ll do it
“til they tell us to stand down.

PI LOT/ COM SYSTEM
YES, SIR

JAXX
Now, anybody seen or heard from
Li eut enant Ti berius Chase...?

BACK TO
| NT. MUHLI G HOFFVAN MOUNTAI NS - DAY
As to | eads Chase down a GRANITE CORRIDCOR. ..l eading to...

orTo
At the end of WWI, 10,000 Germans fled
here to forma colony suitable for
habi tation and the conti nued devel opnent
of their Rundflugzeug program
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A GROITO

whose ceiling used to be open, but is now seal ed-over wth
ICE. In the center of this granite-walled room.

A FLYI NG SAUCER
rests. A SWASTIKA is peeling its rusted surface panels.

OITO ( CONT’ D)
W’ ve found 14 of them
(G inni ng)

The peopl e of the 20th century thought

t hey were being observed by UFO s from
ot her planets - and they were nothing
nore than test flights of a World VWar 1|1
experinmental Nazi flying saucer program

CHASE
What happened to then?

OrTO
The Nazis? No one knows. But they built
this conplex. They cane to maintain
their racial integrity after their
country was destroyed by war.

CHASE
How i roni c.

OrTO

They were racists, Tiberius. W are not.
W&’ re humani st s.

(Pause)
You were born here. Your nother was an
Arab. You were raised by a N gerian
wet nurse. School ed with human chil dren
fromb5 continents..

CHASE
Humanoi d.

OorTo
No. Just human.

CHASE
O the 42 alien races we’'ve encountered,
35 are bilaterally symetrical bipeds -
humanoi d. That’s two arns, two |egs,
hands, feet, one thorax, a neck, and a
head where the brain’ s | ocat ed.
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OrTO
Pl ease. Spare me this patronizing conmon-
gal actic-ancestry-infinite-diversity-in-
i nfinite-conbination-United-Earth-
Starfleet crap. There’s a Denobulan in
Menphis with two human w ves. The first
of fspring of an Andorian and a human was
born last nonth in Reykjavik - | hear its
got only one antenna - and right now
we’' re under attack by an alien force.
You futurists have got your heads so far
up a black hole you can’t see.

CHASE
What ? See what ?
orTo
That it’s the end of the world.

(Pause)
But if that’s what you're all about, M.
Spacenman, if you're |ooking for answers
and God isn’'t good enough for you, well
|1l save you the trouble exploring: You
carme from ne.

CHASE
| wish that weren't true.

And to swings for him- a vicious backhand, but Chase
catches himby the wist.

CHASE ( CONT’ D)
| cane back...for a weapon.

OGto Chase's face breaks into a CRAZY GRIN, and we realize
that he is truly insane.

OrTO
Ch, |’'ve got weapons!

CHASE
| need one...particul ar weapon.

OrTO
Wiy didn’t you say so? Son

CUT TQ
THE ROMULAN FLAGSH P
De-d oaking to FIRE on...
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A VULCAN D KYR CLASS STARSH P (FIG 6)
as
JAXX' S SPADS

overflies the Ronul an Fl agshi p, scarcely 100 feet above its
hul |'!

Jaxx punches his THRUSTERS and zoons away as the Ronul an
Fl agshi p FIRES on him

He literally tries to outrun the Photonic Torpedo. He' s
al nost to SATURN when he breaks | eft and watches the Tor pedo

fly by.
Then he sees sonething that he cannot believe.

JAXX
Starfl eet, Conmmand? Wo’'s the idiot...

I NT. STARFLEET BUNKER COMVAND

As Jaxx’s conmuni que is | ost am dst the HUNDREDS of incom ng
VO CE MESSAGCES:

JAXX/ COM SYSTEM
...out here in a shuttlecraft?

| NT. SHUTTLECRAFT

As Chase drives toward Saturn and Ogg rides shotgun. Ska
energes fromthe cargo hold where

A COFFI N- SI ZED MOLDED CASE
has been stowed.

SKAL
| do not believe that is powerful enough
to -

CHASE
It doesn’t have to be.

SKAL
| don’t understand.

CHASE
Think about it. HOLD ON

And he banks the Shuttlecraft hard left to avoid being hit by
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AN ANDORI AN KUVARI - CLASS BATTLE CRU SER

dropping out of Warp to join the battle and FIRE its PARTI CLE
VWEAPONS at a host of hit-and-run Drone- Ships.

CHASE
Saturn Test Range in 9 mnutes...

QJr TO
I NT. STARFLEET BUNKER COMVAND

LT. WGE NS
The Andorians have arrived, sir.

ADM GARDNER
But will they stay?

VOCE (OS.)
Yes.

Adm ral Gardner turns to see:
THE ANDORI AN AMBASSADOR
havi ng just entered the Bunker.

ANDORI AN AMBASSADCOR
Until the end, we wll stay.

QJr 1O
I NT. SATURN FLI GHT RANCGE - TI TAN STATI ON - SHUTTLE BAY

The TWD MACOS (whom we saw before) step forward as the
Shuttlecraft |ands and its Door opens, and Skal steps down.

SKAL
Sgt. lzzard...Sgt. Bruce...

SGT. | ZZARD ( FENALE)
Dr. Skal...

Then Ensign Ogg steps down fromthe Shuttlecraft - an EM 41
PHASE RI FLE i n each hand -

ece
G day, j arheads!

- and FIRES a BLAST from each of his weapons - catching both
MACCS square in the chest. They go down.

Chase steps down fromthe Shuttlecraft.
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OGG (CONT’ D)
That’s two for the Navy.
CHASE
You' re sure that was on stun?
oG
(Facetiously)
Cosh, Lieutenant...|eme check.

Chase takes one of the rifles.

CHASE
Truss ‘emup and get ‘emon board.

I NT. SATURN FLI GHT RANCGE - TI TAN STATI ON - MESS HALL

Commander Ol off (without his right-armprosthesis) is at the
head of the table at which are seated Fuquay, 2 ENG NEERS
(D ETER & NGUYEN), and a C VILIAN ( MELMN).

THE COXX

is entering fromthe GALLEY and serving plates of food while
A VI EWSCREEN

i s broadcasting the NEWS

NEWS ANCHOR
- only 21 days after the devastating
attacks of August 13th and the
destruction of the Ronul an Flagship, 9
maj or metropolitan cities have been
attacked, and hostilities have comenced
within a 500,000 mle radius of the
Earth. UENN News has | earned that
Coalition forces have joined Starfleet in
a nmassi ve defensive effort while what a
Starfl eet spokesperson has characteri zed
as “an invasion armada” is now only 14
days fromEarth orbit. This is UENN
Headl i ne News. ..

OG (O S.)
Any one here like to join the war effort?

ALL turn to see
CHASE, SKAL & OGG

standing in the doorway with EM41 rifles |evel ed.
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CHASE
What happened? Did Starfleet forget you
guys were up here?

ORLCFF
W have been ordered to stand-by...to
await orders.

CHASE
Yeah? Well I'’mgiving ‘em Commander.

ORLCFF
On what authority?

CHASE
On principle. You ve got 4 mnutes to
collect your things and get into the
Shuttle Pod. Starting now.

CUT TO
| NT. ANDORI AN KUVARI - CLASS BATTLE- CRUI SER - BRI DGE
as it is ROCKED by incomng FIRE. The following is in
ANDCRI AN.  The SUBTI TLES r ead:
COVMANDER SHRAN

FI RE DI SRUPTORS! LATERAL, DORSAL AND

VENTRAL BANKS!
EXT. ANDORI AN KUVARI - CLASS BATTLE- CRUI SER
Surrounded by a SWARM of DRONE-SHIPS - like fleas on a dog -

the Andorian ship FIRES fromits lateral, ventral and dorsal
DI SRUPTOR BANKS and the DRONE- SHI PS SCATTER - avoi ding the
fire and barrel-rolling away into Space as

THE ROMULAN FLAGSH P

under harassing attack by 3 SQUADRONS of SPADS, fires a
PHOTONI C TORPEDO strai ght at the ANDORI AN VESSEL.

| NT. ANDCORI AN KUVARI - CLASS BATTLE- CRU SER - BRI DGE

COVVANDER SHRAN
Evasi ve maneuver s! HELM

And the | MPACT is severe.

ANDORI AN CREWVAN
VENTRAL BREACH ON DECKS 1 AND 2!
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EXT. ANDORI AN KUVARI - CLASS BATTLE CRU SER
As the danmaged ship is BESIEGED with returni ng DRONE- SH PS:

COMVANDER SHRAN (V. Q)
GET THEM OFF OF ME!

QUrT TO
| NT. SHUTTLECRAFT

Sgts. lzzard & Bruce are still unconscious - |lying on either
side of the Coffin-Sized Ml ded Case.

Wi |l e Ensign Qgg “covers” Conmander Ol off, Fuquay, D eter &
Nguyen, M. Ml nmon and t he Cook...Chase and Skal navigate the
Shuttlecraft. M. Ml non can’t hel p hinsel f:

VEL MON
(Proudly)

The Daedal us-d ass. A converted Conet -
class light cruiser. W beefed up the
spaceframe, boosted the matter/antimatter
cont ai nnent, and nounted | onger nacelles
whi | e shorteni ng the engineering hull,
and noved the bridge to the top of the
command hull. Wth the installation of
Dr. Skal’s engine, she’s...one-of-a-Kkind.

Chase & Skal gaze through the Shuttlecraft WNDSH ELD to see:
EXT. SATURN FLI GHT RANGE - DRYDOCK

An orbital franmework of LIGHTS and SCAFFOLDI NG .. surroundi ng
THE U S. S. SPARTAN

A DAEDALUS CLASS Starship. Only 105 neters long by 48 neters
wide (Figs. 7 & 8).

Chase touches-in a comand...and the Starship’ s SHUTTLE BAY
DOORS OPEN. . .

SKAL
(Gazing out at the Starship)
It will take nme 6 days to relamnate the
war p core.

CHASE
Don’t bot her.

Skal | ooks at Chase and rai ses an eyebrow.
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CHASE ( CONT’ D)
| don't want you to relamnate it.

Rem nded of the Vulcan’s telepathic ability, Chase holds up a
war ni ng finger:

CHASE ( CONT’ D)
And don’t do that again...

QJur TO
I NT. JAXX'S COCKPI T
as Jaxx lines up behind a DRONE-SH P firing on the crippl ed
US S SARAJEVO
her port NACELLE sparking and sheddi ng PLASMA. . .

Jaxx FIRES - hitting the Drone-Ship! He drills it with
BURSTS of PHASE- CANNON FIRE. .. but...

ANOTHER DRONE- SHI P
rolls into position directly behind him

H s ALARM SOUNDS and he breaks right, barely avoiding the
Dr one- Shi ps FI RE -

JAXX
CHAAAASE!  WHERE THE HELL ARE YQU

CUT TO
INT. U S. S SPARTAN - BRI DGE
as Skal enters w th Fuquay.

Chase i s kneeling beside the CAPTAIN S CHAI R and opening the
Mol ded Case. ..

SKAL
Sergeants |l zzard and Bruce are still
unconsci ous, but under restraints in Sick-
Bay. Commander Ol off, the Engi neers
D eter and Nguyen, M. Ml non and the
Cook are confined to quarters. M.
Fuquay has...volunteered his services.

Chase opens the lid to reveal...
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A VI NTAGE ATOM C WEAPON

CHASE
You' re an El ectronics Surveill ance
Oficer?

FUQUAY

Yeah. But | know a vintage 21st century
atom ¢ weapon when | see one.

CHASE
CGood for you. Take us out of here, Dr.
Skal .

Skal noves to the HELM CONSOLE.

SKAL
Yes...sir. ..

Chase and Skal exchange a gl ance.
CHASE

D sconnect shore power, switch to
generators. Al ahead slow, inpulse

only...lay in a course for 240 mark
355...and prepare to go to Warp 7 on ny
mar K.

EXT. SATURN FLI GHT RANCGE - DRYDOCK

As the U S S Spartan disconnects fromits unbilical cords
and gantries and noves forward...clearing the Drydock...

CHASE (O S.)
Mar k.

And the U S. S Spartan accelerates to warp and di sappears
into the distance with a burst of far-away |ight.

And, in the EMPTY SPACE that’'s | eft behind...the CAVERA
DESCENDS - through the m ddl e of

A RAGQ NG BATTLE

U S. S Starships, Wlcan Surak- and D Kyr-class Starships,
Andori an Kunari-class Battle Cuisers, VAR OQUS SUPPORT
VESSELS and SPADS engaged in fighting off infestations of
d oaki ng/ De- d oaki ng Drone- Ships and the spectral Ronul an
FI agshi p.

But all that we see are glinpses - of WEAPONS FIRING .. DEBRI' S
& BODI ES FLOATI NG - as we CONTI NUE TO DESCEND to
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EXT. SAN FRANCI SCO BAY - N GHT
wher e SPOT- FI RES are burning

SUPERTI TLES: D- DAY M NUS 7
| NT. STARFLEET BUNKER COMVAND - ADM RAL’ S QUARTERS

as the door opens, letting the LIGHT and NO SE of BUNKER
COMVAND fl ood into the utilitarian bunk-space where

ADM RAL GARDNER
is sleeping. He startles awake to see
AVBASSADCOR SKON & LI EUTENANT W Gd NS

W GE NS
Sir? I'’msorry to -

ADM RAL
Casualty report, Lieutenant.

As Admral Gardner rises and pulls on his uniformjacket:

W GE NS
21 SPADS and 9 Twins, the Saraj evo was
lost with all hands. One Surak-cl ass
Vul can Starship gone, one disabled. A
D Kyr is under attack. Commander Shran’s
Battle Cruiser, the Kunari, is destroyed.

ADM RAL
And Shran?

W G3d NS
Has transferred with 23 of his crewto
anot her vessel.

Skon and Wggins follow the Admral out onto the main floor
of Bunker Conmmand...

W GE NS ( CONT' D)
And...the Spartan i s gone.

ADM RAL
VWhat ?

W GE NS
According to the Saturn Flight Range
Computer log...8 days ago, the U S S.
Spartan left Titan Station.
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SKON
Wth Lieutenant Chase, ny nephew, a
Starfleet Ensign, and 8 Flight Range
per sonnel .

ADM RAL
Hai | her.

QJur TO
EXT. US S SPARTAN
RACI NG t hrough Space at Warp 7...
INT. US S SPARTAN - BRI DGE

Skal , Fuquay and Ogg are on station. Chase is sitting in the
Captain’s Chair beside the Atom c Wapon.

FUQUAY
| mreceiving a transm ssion. From
Earth.

CHASE
On screen.

ADM RAL GARDNER
peers fromthe Viewscreen at Chase.

ADM GARDNER/ VI EWSCREEN
So...you got what you want ed.

CHASE
Sir.

ADM GARDNER/ VI EWSCREEN
Your own command. Isn't that what this
is about? “Gve ne a fast ship, for |
intend to go in harnis way.” Do you
fashion yourself a John Paul Jones,
Li eut enant Chase?

CHASE
No, sir.

ADM GARDNER/ VI EWSCREEN
Do you think hijacking a starship and
ki dnappi ng a crew nakes you a hero? A
| eader? You have di sobeyed a direct
order.
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CHASE
Yes, sir. | suppose | just haven't
figure out...howto lead...and follow at
t he sane tine.

This registers hard with the Admral

ADM GARDNER/ VI EWSCREEN
Turn that ship around, or consider
yoursel f facing courts nmartial on a
charge of high treason - sonething you’'l
have in comon with your father.

CHASE
M. Fuquay?

FUQUAY
Sir?

CHASE

End transm ssi on.

ADM GARDNER/ VI EWSCREEN
CHASE!

Fuquay touches-in a command and the Vi ewscreen goes BLANK
Chase rises and heads for the TURBOLI FT DOORS.

CHASE
Dr. Skal, you have the Con

The doors slide open...and he exits.
INT. U S. S SPARTAN - CORRIDOR - MOMENTS LATER

As Chase exits the Turbolift and wal ks down t he vacant
Corridor...to a door marked: CAPTAI N

He takes a long breath, then lets it out and enters.
| NT. CAPTAIN S QUARTERS - FOLLOW NG

A sl eek but appropriately Spartan interior. Chase sits
heavily on the edge of the BUNK

CHASE
Conputer? Open | og.

COVWPUTER VA CE
Log open.
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CHASE
Oficer’s log, Septenber 12, 2159. Eight
days ago | seized control of the US S
Spartan and her conpl enent of Saturn
flight Range personnel .

INT. US S SPARTAN - ENG NE ROOM

Skal is explaining the WARP CORE to Chase with the hel p of
M. Melnon and Engi neers Dieter and Nguyen as:

CHASE (V. Q)
W are unarned and enroute to the pl anet
Romulus. At Warp 7, we expect to arrive
in 6 days.

INT. US S SPARTAN - SI CK BAY

Chase i s speaking earnestly to Sgts. |lzzard & Bruce while
Ensign Ogg covers themw th a Phase Rifle.

Both MACCOS |isten...and nod their understandi ng as:

CHASE (V. O CONT' D)
Dr. Skal and Ensign Ogg have joined ne
voluntarily. ESO Fuquay readily took his
station at Com Engineers Dieter and
Nguyen...a civilian spacecraft designer
naned Mel non. .. MACO Sergeants |zzard and
Bruce and the station Cook have all come
to understand ny...intentions...wthout
knowi ng the specifics of ny plan.
Commander Ol off wishes to go on record
as an unwi | I ing hostage...

INT. US S SPARTAN - BRI DGE

Chase, an open TOOLKIT beside him is working to install
sonething in the Atom c Wapon as:

CHASE (V. O CONT' D)
| take full responsibility for this act,
and know that | |eave behind ny rank and
reputation - but these are nothing to ne
conpared to the /ives |I’'ve | eft behind.

QJT TGO
I NT. JAXX'S COCKPI T

As Jaxx’s SPADS is HT a glancing but crippling blowto one
WNG W are:
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EXT. SPACE - OFFSHORE EARTH

And the Battle is raging. A dizzying PANCRAMA: U. S. S.
STARSH PS, VULCAN SURAK- AND D KYR CLASS STARSH PS, ANDCRI AN
BATTLE- CRU SERS, and scores of SPADS engaged in furious
skirm shes with the CLOAKI NG DE- CLOQAKI NG DRONE- SHI PS and
ROMULAN FLAGSHI P.

| NT. STARFLEET BUNKER COMVAND

A frenzy of activity. The Viewscreens are pulsating with
SUBJECTI VE POV | MAGES and W DE- ANGLES of the battle.

JAXX/ COM SYSTEM
- SPADS-39 I'm hit! Heading for the
N ’Var! If she could open cargo bay
doors on ny mark, | mght have a chance!
CAPT. SOPEK/ COM SYSTEM
This is the NN’ Var - we are receiving
heavy fire, but will conply on your nark.
| NT. JAXX' S COCKPI T
As he heads straight toward
THE N’ VAR
A Sur ak-cl ass Vul can Starship besi eged by DRONE- SH PS.

JAXX
C non, ¢’ non, c’ non...MNARK!

And the N’ Var’'s CARGO BAY DOCRS OPEN.. .
I NT. N’"VAR - CARGO BAY

And Jaxx’ s SPADS rockets through the open doors and SKI D
CRASHES to a halt.

BACK TO
INT. US S SPARTAN - COORRI DOR

Chase wal ks down an enpty Corridor...

SUPERTI TLES: D- DAY M NUS 5
He knocks at a door.

ORLOFF (O S.)
Cone!
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I NT. ORLOFF' S CABI N - CONTI NUQUS

Oloff is sitting on the edge of his bunk, reading. He sets
asi de his book, and stares at Chase for a nonent...then:

ORLCFF
|"ve seen this before, you know. Runaway
career anbition. O ficers who think warp
drive is a hero’s gane and the only way
to get ahead in Starfleet is to draw
attention to thensel ves.

CHASE
| "ve been hearing a | ot about that
lately. It mnmust be common in Starfleet.
ORLCFF

It’ s conmon everywhere.

CHASE
That’s not what this is about.

ORLCFF
In your case, maybe not. You're Qto
Chase’s son, aren’t you
(O f Chase’s silence)
| thought so. Bit of an axe to grind,

maybe? Too much baggage? Well, | think
you’ re over-conpensating, |ieutenant.
CHASE

Do really think that every action has an
ulterior notive?

ORLCFF
Absolutely. No one is driven by pure
i ntent and i npeccabl e purpose. No one.

CHASE
Hm . .

Chase nods toward the stunp of his arm

CHASE ( CONT’ D)
How d you lose it?

ORLCFF
The Sara. The U S S Saratoga. During
the Xi ndi offensive.

CHASE
And you’ ve been cashiered to a Flight
Range off Saturn. You nust be...bitter.
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Chase picks up the Bionic Prosthesis fromthe side table.

CHASE ( CONT’ D)
But now you’ ve got the chance to do
sonething bold...to make a difference...
and you sit in your room..and refuse to
participate to protect...your career?

Chase tosses the Prosthesis onto the bunk besi de the ol der
of ficer.

CHASE ( CONT’ D)
G ve yourself a hand, Conmander. It’s
time to join the fight.
CUT TQO
I NT. N’ VAR - QUARTERS

Jaxx - still in his FLIGHT SUT - is passed out on a bunk

SUPERTI TLES: D- DAY M NUS 3

The ship SHUDDERS wit h anot her | MPACT and Jaxx startles
awake, rubs his hands through the week’ s-worth of stubble on
his face and tries to clear his eyes...

I NT. N’ VAR - BRI DGE

As Jaxx enters. A SCENE of VULCAN EMERGENCY.
CAPTAI N SOPEK

is SHOUTI NG orders in VULCAN. Upon seei ng Jaxx:

CAPTAI N SCPEK
W have sustained critical damage to our
secondary hul |

JAXX
What can | do to help...

CAPTAI N SCPEK
Fortunately for you, your presence is
bei ng requested on the Intrepid. Pl ease
report to our transporter.

The Captain Sopek holds up his hand in the Wul can sal ute:

CAPTAI N SOPEK ( CONT’ D)
Live long, Lieutenant. And prosper.
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I NT. N’ VAR - TRANSPORTER ROOM

As Jaxx steps up onto the platformand nods to a VULCAN
CREWVAN. . . and is ENERG ZED. . .

EXT. SPACE - OFFSHORE EARTH
As the Ronul an Flagship De-Cloaks in front of the Ni’Var...

FIRES...and the ventral hull of Wulcan Surak-class Starship
EXPLODES - sending the vessel careening toward Earth. ..

CUT TO
INT. US. S [INTREPID - BRI DGE
As Jaxx rematerializes on the damaged bridge: A YELLOWLIGHT
is FLASH NG CREWVEN are extinguishing an ELECTRICAL FIRE;, a
MEDI CAL TEAM i s kneel i ng besi de Captain Ram rez whose chest
and face are burned beyond recognition.

JAXX
HELMSMANI - GET US QUT OF HERE!

But the HELMSVAN is dead - slunped over the HELM ARRAY. Jaxx
pull's his body off the controls and touches-in a command.

EXT. SPACE - OFFSHORE EARTH

And the Intrepi d WARPS AVAY.

EXT. ANTARCTI C - DAY

As the RED HULL of the Ni’'Var CRASHES into the snow and ice -
ski ddi ng and breaki ng apart over hundreds of mles until it
cones to a wenching, groaning stop at the base of

THE MUHLI G HOFFMAN MOUNTAI NS

And...fromthe tw sted weckage...there energes

A WOUNDED VULCAN

- a Oewran in a state of shock and confusion. He staggers
to his feet and stares into the eyes of

OI'TO CHASE
and 6 ARMED SOLDI ERS - their weapons raised...

But &to holds up his hand...and the Soldiers drop their
weapons as the Wunded Vul can col |l apses in the snow.

QUr TO
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EXT. EMPTY SPACE

SUPERTI TLES: D-DAY M NUS 1
THE U S S. SPARTAN
ROCKETS across the SCREEN at Warp 7...
CHASE (V. Q)
| amnoving too fast. And all the
stars...are a blur.

THE CAMERA MOVES | N on the spherical COMVAND HULL. ..
CHASE (V. O CONT’ D)

But when we stop...if even for a nonent,
| wll find Arcturus...and | wll neet
you there...

I NT. CAPTAIN S QUARTERS - CONTI NUQUS

where Chase stands - gazing out at stars stretched into beans
of light by warp speed - and dictating into his PADD

CHASE (V. O CONT’ D)
In the little tinme that | have had to
think - about nyself - | suspect that
your father’s instinct is right, and that
| amunfit for the sort of comrand t hat
Starfl eet requires.

He takes a long pull froma GASS OF SCOTCH.

CHASE (V. O CONT’ D)
So...in the final analysis...perhaps it
is best this way. And | should | eave it
to others to go where no man has gone
bef ore.

He switches off the PADD and dials it to a PHOTO LI BRARY.
A PHOTO OF NI KKEN & GARDNER JR

clowning for the Canera with Chase and Jaxx - all of them
wearing their Uniform Wites and | ooki ng happy as hell.

CHASE (V. O CONT’ D)
QG hers...who can follow sinple orders....
(Pause)
But I will still and forever wonder...how
one can go boldly and fol |l ow at the sane
time?
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I NT. SUBFAC VICTORIA - N GHT

Penel ope Iies on a GRASS MAT on the shore of the Inner Lake
behind the Curtain of Falling Water. She is surrounded by
her Children - her students - asleep on their own Grass Mats.

But she is wide awake - staring up at the ceiling of this
enornous cavern-facility and listening to the THUNDER of the
falling water - and the TEAR that breaks free from her eye
hints that she mght also be hearing:

CHASE (V. O CONT' D)

Penel ope, | am goi ng where so many have
gone before - to the place where all
paths | ead, and all journeys end. Please
know, nmy love, that if | do nothing
else...that at least...l go there boldly.

Penel ope cl oses her eyes and we

FADE TO BLACK

SUPERTI TLES: SEPTEMBER 19, 2159

FADE | N

INT. US. S [INTREPID - BRI DGE

Jaxx is seated in the Captain’s Chair and watching on the
Vi ewscreen as

THE ROMULAN ARMADA - A FLEET OF 30 ROMULAN Bl RDS- OF- PREY
drops out of Warp and into nornal Space.

JAXX
Ch, joy...

I NT. STARFLEET BUNKER COMVAND

W G3E NS
They’ re here.

And the assenbled Staff stop what they re doing for a nonent
to gaze in awe at the inmage of the ROMJLAN ARVADA on the

MAI N VI EWSCREEN

and watch as the 30 Birds-of-Prey SCATTER - on inpul se power -
in 30 different tactical directions...and di sappear.

CLQAKED from vi ew.
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ADM GARDNER
Cod. .. help us...

BACK TO
EXT. US S SPARTAN
still warping through space...

oG (V. Q)
Now entering the Romul an System ..

INT. US S SPARTAN - BRI DGE

Ensign Oyg is at the Helm Fuquay is on Com Skal is nmanning
the Sensors, and Chase is in the Captain’s Chair.

CHASE
Slowto Warp 2, M. (gg.
oG
Romul us in 30 mnutes. ..
SKAL
| have a vi sual.
CHASE

Let’s see it.
VI EWSCREEN

ROMULUS and REMUS - the twin planets of the Romulan Star
Enpi re.

SKAL
Romulus is a tenperate class M planet, 67
percent water. Renus is tidally |ocked -
t he dark-side is habitable, the other
averages 210 degrees Celsius...

FUQUAY
|"mgetting a signal fromthe little one.

He squints at the Viewscreen and points to Renus.

FUQUAY ( CONT’ D)
...that one. Two-way |ow frequency
i nterpl exi ng beacon...data...voice...

CHASE
Bearing fromthe planet?
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FUQUAY
Propagating 050 mark 6. ..

CHASE
That’s right back to Earth.

SKAL
To a point 260,780 mles fromthe surface
of the Earth, to be precise.

CHASE
Sensor s?

SKAL
I ndi cate a 212 square mle industrial and
mlitary conplex...

CHASE
Anything like it comng from Ronul us?

FUQUAY

Negative, sir. Standard systemw de RF
And Chase suddenly reali zes:

CHASE
Their command post isn’t on Romul us...

SKAL
It is on Renus.

CHASE
Call all hands to the bridge.

QJT TGO
I NT. STARFLEET BUNKER COMVAND

W GE NS
|"ve got 4 Gak-Cass Tellarite
Destroyers droppi ng out of Warp off
Saturn, sir!

THE TELLARI TE AMBASSADOR
- the pig-like man we nmet in Act One - nods his satisfaction.
TELLARI TE AVBASSADOR
Now, we will show the Andorians and the
Vul cans how to engage in true conflict!

QJTr TGO



101.

| NT. GRAK- CLASS TELLAR TE DESTROYER - BRI DCGE

As the TELLARI TE CAPTAI N stands with his hands behind his
back and surveys the BATTLEFIELD.. .

The ship sustains a DIRECT HT - knocking himoff his feet.
EXT. SPACE - OFFSHORE SATURN

as 30 DRONE- SHI PS open simultaneous FIRE on the newy arrived
vessel ...and the G ak-class Destroyer EXPLODES.

CUT TGO
INT. U S. S SPARTAN - BRI DGE
ALL HANDS are present. Even Conmander Ol off.

CHASE
In about 15 mnutes we're going to be
of fshore of the Romul an Command. There’'s
a class Mplanet 6 mnutes fromhere. |
can drop out of warp and transport you to
t he surface.

ORLCFF
Mar oon us?

CHASE
W' | | send your coordinates back to
Earth.

ORLCFF

If there is an Earth. ..

SGI. | ZZARD
Sir. Wy did you bring us all the way
out here if you re just gonna drop us
of f?

SGI. BRUCE
(To his Sgt. |zzard)
W re MACCs - we're supposed to be “just
dr opped off.”

ORLCFF
It’s an excellent question. Wy did you
bring us? This...
(Looki ng around the Bridge)
...i1s hardly anyone’s notion of a crew

There is a PAUSE. Then:
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SGI. | ZZARD
W were stranded. In the mddle of a
war .
(To Oloff)

Were you gonna pilot a sub-Ilight
Shuttlecraft to Earth? O even to Titan?
No, | don't think so. W had no way off
the Station fast except by means of the
Spartan hersel f.

SGI. BRUCE
Wien he took her, he had to take us.

ORLCFF
(Sarcastically)
So...we should be thanking him..?

COK
Yeah. W probably oughta...

Dl ETER
And you're plan is..

NGUYEN
...to do what exactly?

ORLCFF
Per haps you could explain it to us in
sinple terns...

CHASE

37 days ago, ny best friend died in the
NX-Qrega in a warp core failure.

QJT TGO
INT. US S [INIREPID - BR DG

As the US S Republic EXPLODES on the Vi ewscreen before
Jaxx’ s eyes.

JAXX
Weapons!
VWEAPONS OFFI CER
Sirl
JAXX
Watch the debris field! Look for the
outline..

And then they see it - the DEBRIS fromthe Republic reveals
t he vague outline of the STARBOARD WNG of a Bird-of-Prey!
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JAXX ( CONT’ D)
TORPEDCES!  FI RE!

And TWD TORPEDCES | aunch fromthe bow of the Intrepid and HT
t he STARBOARD W NG of the Bird-of-Prey.

And the Romul an Ship begins to SPIN out-of-control - headed
for Earth...as...

A SECOND Bl RD- OF- PREY

DE- CLQAKS behind the Intrepid and FIRES. And the Intrepid
trenbles with the inpact.

JAXX ( CONT’ D)
HELM GET US OUT OF HERE!

And a new, young HELMSMAN touches-in the conmands, and the
Intrepi d accel erates toward SATURN..

BACK TO
INT. U S. S SPARTAN - BRI DGE

CHASE
A nucl ear detonation causes an EMP -

MELMON
Wiat ?

Dl ETER
An el ectromagnetic pul se. ..

NGUYEN
The el ectromagnetic radiation froma
nucl ear expl osi on causes extrene power
fluctuations. Enough to conpletely
di srupt electrical systens and any ot her
magnetic fields.

SKAL
If one were to detonate a nucl ear device
on a Starship, the disruption of the
matter/anti matter magnetic contai nment
field woul d be instantaneous and...
cat acl ysm c.

CUT TQ

EXT. ZI MBABWE AFRI CA - DAY

as the disabled Ronulan Bird-of-Prey CRASHES into the Earth
and starts to SKID - levelling
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THE TOMWN OF LI VI NGSTONE
while its POPULATION flees in terror.

BACK TO
INT. U S. S SPARTAN - BRI DGE
The “Crew’ are staring at Chase in utter disbelief.
MELMON
Are you insane? You want to turn the
Spartan into...a matter/anti matter bonb?
You can’t do that.
CHASE
| al ready have.
SGT. | ZZARD
How do we deliver it?
ORLCFF
It’s inpossible! The Romulans will have
pi cked us up on sensors before we’'re out
of warp. They’' Il be waiting for us!
CHASE
|”mcounting on it.
CUT TQ
THE DI SABLED ROMULAN Bl RD- OF- PREY
still churning up the African Savannah until it reaches

THE ZAMBEZI R VER

and toppl es over the edge of

EXT. VICTORI A FALLS - CONTI NUQUS

finally wedging itself sideways in the Zanbezi Corge itself.
| NT. SUBFAC VI CTORI A

as Penel ope and her Children stare, dunbstruck at the Curtain
of Water - now falling upon the hull of an alien vessel.

A LITTLE BOY bursts into tears, and Penel ope scoops himup
and holds himtight as we

QJTr TGO
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INT. U S. S SPARTAN - BRI DGE
as Chase concludes the details of his plan:

CHASE
- and then we get the hell out of there.

PAUSE.

SGI. | ZZARD
[ min.

SGI. BRUCE
Senper Fi .

Dl ETER
This...you re serious?

NGUYEN
W'll be fanous. Heros...

COK
M/ two brothers are back there...one the
Shenandoah and one on the Intrepid.

ORLCFF
(To Chase)
So...this wasn't about you after all...

ece
It’s just...war, mate. And it’'s hell.

Commander Ol off stands and offers Chase his | eft hand.

ORLCFF
Al right. 1'Il sail with you. CGCaptain
Chase.
Chase | ooks to Skal. This...was unexpected. Skal nerely

rai ses one eyebrow. ..
CUT TO
EXT. SPACE - OFFSHORE EARTH

As the U S S SHENANDOAH i s caught between TWO DE- CLOAKI NG
Bl RDS- OF- PREY. . . bot h FI RING PHOTONI C TORPEDCES. . .

And the U S S Shenandoah EXPLCODES.

And the Birds-of-Prey CLOAK ..
CUT TO
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INT. U S. S SPARTAN - ENA NE ROOM
as Sgts. lzzard and Bruce carry the Atom c Wapon bet ween
themand carefully set it down parallel to the Warp Core
Cont ai nment Fi el d.

CUT TQ
EXT. SPACE - OFFSHORE EARTH

As the US S SARATOAA - her Port Nacelle still trailing
DEBRIS - drifts out of control into

THE SAN FRANCI SCO FLEET YARD DRYDOCK
where the STARSH P COUWVBI A NX-02 is still docked..

And the US S Saratoga breaks apart...and EXPLODES - bl owi ng
hal f of the Drydock into Space.

BACK TO
INT. U S. S SPARTAN - BRI DGE
Ensign Ogg is at the Helm

oG
W will be 100,000 m!les offshore of the
beacon source in 90 seconds...

Skal is taking sensor readings:

SKAL
| " m picking up a small Ronmul an vesse
bearing 018 mark 15. Warp-2 capable...
heavily arnmed - phase cannon and 6
di srupt or banks.

CHASE
Shi el ds?

SKAL
Her shields...are up

Chase | ooks to the assenbl ed Crew. ..

CHASE
M. Ogg?

oG
Sirl
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CHASE
St andby to di sengage warp and all stop.
| want our attitude on a 45 degree down-
bubbl e as soon as we’'re out of warp. See
to it!

oG
Aye, aye, sir.

CHASE
Then stand by to bring our attitude and
bearing on that ship to 000 mark O.

Chase turns to the rest of them.

CHASE ( CONT’ D)
Sgt. lzzard, Sgt. Bruce fetch the phase
rifles fromny quarters - there are four
of them plus your pistols. M. Ml non
and...l’msorry - 2 weeks in space, and |
don’t know your -

COX
Cooki e.

CHASE
Real | y?

COX

That’ s what they call ne.

CHASE
Break out the EV suits - give one each to
M. Dieter and M. Nguyen and bring 9 to

t he bridge.
VEL MON
(Al ar ned)
EV suits...
CHASE
M. Dieter and Ms. Nguyen. | want you to

suit up and report to the engi ne room
Stand by to disconnect the Structural
Integrity Field fromthe plasna grid.

MELMON
You can’t do that!

NGUYEN
Sure we can.

Chase turns to Commander Ol of f.
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CHASE
Am | m ssing anything, Comander?

ORLCFF
| don’t think so.

CHASE
| f you woul d pl ease stand by grappl ers.

Chase and Ol off stare at one another...then Oloff’'s face
cracks into a grin. He flexes his prosthetic hand.

ORLCFF
Yes, sir.

QJTr TGO
EXT. THE R NGS O SATURN

As the Intrepid enters a world of GAS and ASTERO D S| ZED
particles of |ICE and weaves back and forth - dodgi ng the
| arger obstacles - while, directly behind her...

THE ROMULAN Bl RD- OF- PREY
DE- CLOAKS
INT. US S [INIREPID - BR DGE

Jaxx is at the Helm- steering the Intrepid through the
obst acl e pat h.

CREWVAN
The Romul an has de- cl oaked!

JAXX
He's got to! He's got to use his
shiel ds! Because he’s never flown in
here before. Ready aft torpedo tubes!

WEAPONS OFFI CER
Ready!

JAXX
FI RE

And the Bird-of -Prey takes a direct hit on the bow and
EXPLODES.

And the U S S INTREPID bursts out fromthe R ngs of Saturn
only to face
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lying in wait...

INT. U S. S SPARTAN - BRI DGE
The CGewis suited up in EV SUTS -
CHASE
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BACK TO

HELMETS in their hands.

D sengage war p. .. 45 degree down-bubbl e!

EXT. SPACE - OFFSHORE REMUS

And the U S. S Spartan drops out of Warp and into sublight
Space. Her Command Hull is nose down. Her angle in space
seens...all wong. The attitude of a ship adrift in Space

conpared to he waiting
ROMULAN PATROL SHI P
W hear a VA CE shouting i n ROVULAN.

The SUBTI TLES r ead:

ROMULAN CAPTAIN (V.Q)

SCAN!

ROMULAN CREW (V. Q)

ORIGE@ N .. UNKNOMWN  CLASS. .

. UNKNO/MW!

ROMULAN CAPTAIN (V.Q)

ARVAMENT?

ROMULAN CREW (V. Q)

NONE.

ROMULAN CAPTAIN (V.Q)
NONE? |S I T POSSIBLE? LI FE Sl GNS?

ROMULAN CREW (V. Q)

TEN.

ROMULAN CAPTAIN (V.Q)
O\LY TEN? ARE YQU CERTAI N?

ROMULAN CREW (V. Q)
HER REACTOR READS. .. WARP 8 CAPABLE. . .

PAUSE.

ROMULAN CAPTAIN (V.Q)

PREPARE A BOARDI NG PARTY. .

M NE. ..

. SHE WLL BE
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INT. US S SPARTAN - BRI DGE

In the silent tension of the room

CHASE
Shi el ds?
SKAL
Still up.
VEL MON
What...the hell...are they doing...
ORLCFF

If they’'re going to board us, they’ ve got
to drop their shields..

SGI. BRUCE
| wonder...what they | ook |iKke...
SKAL
| have heard it said...that no one who
sees a Romulan...lives to tell of it.
MELMON
G eat. Thanks. | needed to hear that -
SKAL
SH ELDS DOM!
CHASE

ENG NEERI NG DI SCONNECT THE STRUCTURAL
| NTEGRI TY Fl ELD!

INT. US S SPARTAN - ENG NE ROOM

D eter and Nguyen pull the PLASVA CONDUI TS froma CCRCUT
RELAY STATI ON.

INT. US S SPARTAN - BRI DGE
CHASE
MR O33 BEARI NG 000 MARK O!'  FULL
| MPLUSE PONER!  HELMETS ONI' BRACE
YOURSEL VES!
EXT. SPACE - OFFSHORE REMUS

and the US S Spartan lifts her nose and SVMASHES into the
VENTRAL HULL of the Rormul an Patrol Ship.

QJr TO
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INT. US S SPARTAN - ENG NE ROOM

as the | MPACT knocks Dieter off his feet. He crashes into
the Atom c Wapon and, its

LED D SPLAY
starts counting down the M NUTES and SECONDS from 60. .. as. ..

INT. US S SPARTAN - BRI DGE

The Spartan’s Command Hul | CRUMPLES | NMARD and BURSTS QUTWARD
wi th a sudden concussi ve BLAST OF DECOVPRESS|I ON - BREACH NG
the Hull of the Ronmul an Shi p.

And Conmander Ol off punches a command into the | NSTRUVENT
ARRAY bef ore bei ng knocked of f his feet and

THE SPARTAN S GRAPPLERS

eject fromtheir housing and attach magnetically to the Hull
of the Rormul an Patrol Ship.

And, as the breached conpartnents of both ships deconpress,
Chase | eads the way through the BREACH and into the

| NT. ROMULAN PATRCL SH P
until they reach a BULKHEAD seal ed by a DOUBLE DOCOR

Sgt. lzzard BLASTS the CONTROL PAD with his R FLE and the
DOOR CPENS. ..

QJr 1O
EXT. SPACE - OFFSHORE SATURN

as the Intrepid races toward TI TAN wi th TWD Bl RDS- OF- PREY on
her tail.

Ahead, an ANDORI AN BATTLE- CRUI SER CO.LI DES with a VULCAN
D KYR- CLASS STARSH P in the m dst of

A SWARM OF DRONESH PS
INT. US S [INIREPID - BR DG

The young Hel msnman is staring w de-eyed at the Viewscreen as
TITAN - Saturn’s |largest Moon - grows larger...and |arger...

HEL VSMAN
What . . . what are you. ..
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JAXX

Sonething I learned in flight school.

Head straight for Titan...graze her

at nosphere...and let her gravity help

your turn...while your bogies...well...

they just fly on by.

BACK TO

| NT. ROMULAN PATROL SH P - BRI DGE
As the ACCESS DOOR BLASTS OPEN and
CHASE, SKAL, SGTIS. |ZZARD & BRUCE
- now mnus their Helnets - are the first ones through.
And Ti berius Chase is the first human to see
A ROMULAN

The Ronmul an Captain and the Bridge Crew of 4 turn to face the
i ntruders.

The Ronul ans | ook just |ike Vul cans.

CHASE
Wiat the hel | ?

He turns to Skal...who FIRES his PHASE PI STQL - killing the
Rormul an Captain instantly.

And the Romul an Bridge G ew OPEN Fl RE.
And the Crew of the Spartan RETURN IT.

QJr TO
EXT. SPACE - OFFSHORE SATURN

As the Intrepid accelerates - inverted - around the “linb” of
Titan while the pursuing Romul an Birds-of-Prey fly by.

INT. US S [INIREPID - BR DG

And the Crew hold on as they conplete 360 degrees and | evel
out behi nd the eneny vessel s!

JAXX
FI RE!

And they watch on the Viewscreen as their TORPEDO ARRAY
strikes both Birds-of-Prey directly in the stern.
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And the Ronul an vessel s EXPLCDE.

And the Intrepid sustains a DIRECT HT from behi nd.

EXT. SPACE - OFFSHORE SATURN

And the U S S Intrepid breaks in two: Her twin NACELLES are
sent spinning end-over-end, and her COVWAND HULL is sent
gliding Iike a discus toward the Earth.

BACK TO
I NT. ROMULAN PATRCL SH P - BRI DGE

inthe aftermath of the fire-fight: Sgt. lzzard is wounded;
Sgt. Bruce is on his knees and trying to help her; M. Ml non
is sitting on the floor and staring at the face of a DEAD
ROMULAN. Fuquay pi cks up an EARPI ECE fromthe deck and pl ugs
it into his own ear.

And Skal - his covered with his own GREEN BLOOD - is crawling
up from beneath the body of ANOTHER DEAD ROMULAN. He stands
up to see Chase, staring at himin disbelief.

CHASE
These. ..are Wul cans. ..

SKAL
No...they are not. ..

FUQUAY

| think we’re receiving a transm ssion...
CHASE
Figure out howto put it through - on
screen, but receive only - DO NOT
TRANSM T.
Dl ETER & NGUYEN

enter the bridge and renove their Hel nets...

Dl ETER

| think we mght have a problem..
NGUYEN

It was himl | didn't do it!
FUQUAY

Cot it. On screen!
And a STATI CKY | MAGE FLI CKERS on t he Romul an VI EWSCREEN:
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ROMULAN CFFI CER/ VI EWSCREEN

P QUCDI  FRAETA!  HALLH NA!

CHASE
What’ s he sayi ng?
SKAL
l[t...it is simlar to archaic Vul can

i s denmandi ng a report.

CHASE

Wiy doesn’t that surprise ne? M. Qyg!

Can you fly this hunk of junk?
Qgg exam nes the HELM ARRAY. .

oG
.l think so, sir.

Dl ETER
It’s gone off.

CHASE
(To Skal)

How do you request permssion to land in

archai ¢ Vul can?
(To Dieter)
Wiat ’s gone of f?

SKAL
It would be simlar to...
sthea’ hwi Il ... vhui n khhi u!

NGUYEN
The weapon. Dieter fell onit, and I
think...it's...arned

ROMULAN CFFI CER/ VI EWSCREEN

P QUCDI  FRAETA!  HALLH NA!
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Chase digs his PADD fromhis EV Suit pocket, touches-in a

conmand. . . and stares disbelieving at the display.

CHASE
W’ ve got 34 mnutes...

| NT. STARFLEET BUNKER COMVAND

Chaos reigns:

QJT TGO
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ADM GARDNER
What do we have left?

W GE NS
The Neptune is disabled...we have the
Intrepid...the Vulcan TiMr... Tal "kir
...the Andorian Kallem..and 18 SPADS..

SKON
Admiral ..

Adm ral Gardner |ooks into the utterly |ogical eyes of his
Vul can friend. There are TEARS welling there...

SKON ( CONT’ D)
It is tinme...for ny people...to go...

QJT TGO
EXT. ROMULAN COMVAND - REMUS - ESTABLI SHI NG

on the dark-side of the “tidally | ocked” planet of Renus - a
vast COVMPLEX designed |ike a wheel with “spokes” enanating
fromthe CENTRAL COVWAND TOAER

| NT. ROMULAN COMWVAND TOMER - REMUS - NIGHT (I T ALWAYS |S)
A ROMULAN GENERAL ( TYMR)

St ands before MJULTI PLE VI EWSCREENS and wat ches the BATTLE
ABOVE THE EARTH. The following is in ROMJULAN. The SUBTI TLES
r ead:

VO CE (QS.)
General Tyna.

CGeneral Tyma turns to see
THE PRAETOR
the Leader of the Ronulan Star Enpire.

TYNA
Praetor...

PRAETOR
An overwhel ming force...a weak alliance
of planets...yet they have fought al nost
to the last ship. Wy?

TYNA
Perhaps their alliance is stronger than
we expect ed.
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PRAETOR
O they are ignorant. No one woul d spend
so many |ives defending so few

TYNA
It was the Senate who chose to
conmuni cate through Vul can. Perhaps the
Andori ans and the Tellaraites do not know
that they are losing their lives
def endi ng a col ony of \Wul cans. ..

PRAETOR
See to it that they do. Then [ay that
pl anet to waste

BACK TO
| NT. ROMULAN PATROL SH P - BRI DGE
On the Viewscreen, the Romulan Oficer is still demandi ng:

ROMULAN COFFI CER/ VI EWSCREEN
P QUCDI  FRAETA!  HALLH NA!

CHASE
(To Fuquay)
How do you transmt?

FUQUAY
(O an 1 CON on the COV CONSOLE)
Her e.
CHASE
(To Skal)
Now, what are you going to say?
SKAL
But, | cannot.
CHASE

What. Can't what? Lije?
Chase w pes sone of the blood from Skal’'s face.

CHASE ( CONT’ D)
Yes, you can. |Is this your blood, or
theirs?

SKAL
It is ny omm. And | cannot -

CHASE
That’s crap. You choose not to.
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SKAL
Truth is ny faith...

Chase turns over a dead Ronmulan with the toe of his boot.
The dead nale’s face is covered with GREEN BLOOD. And the
ears...the hair...

CHASE ( CONT’ D)
Then why didn't you tell ne?

SKAL
You. ..did not ask.

CHASE
But you knew

ROMULAN CFFI CER/ VI EWSCREEN
P QUCDI  FRAETA!  HALLH NA!

CHASE
Now i f you don’t ask for clearance,
t hey’ re gonna bl ow us out of the solar
system before we even enter the
at nosphere. W’ ve got...19 m nutes.
Wiat am | asking you to do?

SKAL
To lie.

CHASE
What specifically -

SKAL
To pose as soneone whom | am not.

CHASE
What literally -

SKAL
| do not understand -

CHASE
CGod dammt, Skal! Tell ne - in the way
that only a VWulcan can - literally,
specifically, precisely what | am asking
you to do.

SKAL

You are asking ne to | ook at that
vi ewscreen and speak the words -

And Chase touches the TRANSM T COVVMAND
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| NT. ROMULAN COMVAND - FLI GHT CONTROL
As the ROMULAN OFFI CER peers at the STATI CKY | MAGE of SKAL:

SKAL/ VI EWSCREEN
St hea’ hwi Il vhui n khhi u!

ROMULAN OFFI CER
Sthea hwi |l |!

I NT. ROMULAN PATROL SH P - BRI DGE

SKAL
Per m ssi on. .. granted.

CHASE
Take us in, M. Qyg - and fast. And
let’s figure out how to raise shields -

ORLCOFF (O S.)
|"ve got it...I"mon it!

Commander Orloff is linping toward the | NSTRUVENT ARRAY. ..
CUT TO

| NT. ANDCORI AN KUVARI - CLASS BATTLE- CRU SER - BRI DGE

Heavi | y damaged.

COM OFFI CER
| amreceiving a nessage from Ronul an
Command. They wish us to know that it is
t he Vul cans they want, and not hi ng nore.

COVWANDER SHRAN
The Wul cans?

COM OFFI CER
The Wul cans...on Earth.

COVMMANDER SHRAN
Tel | Romul an Command t hat the \Vul cans
have been our eneny for too many
centuries. It is refreshing to have
found a new one.

The ship takes a trenendous bl ow froma ROVULAN Bl RD- OF- PREY.

COVWWANDER SHRAN
TARCET THEI R ENG NES! FI RE!

QJrT TO
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| NT. ROMULAN PATROL SH P - BRI DGE

as Chase and his “CGrew watch on the Viewscreen as they enter
t he ROMULAN ATMOSPHERE. . . and descend toward t he COMVAND
COVPLEX.

CHASE' S PADD

Shows 1 M NUTE 42 SECONDS and counti ng. .

CHASE
Shi el ds up, Commander Ol of f.

Commander Ol of f touches-in the command with his left hand...
EXT. ROMULAN PATROL SH P - HULL

...and the U S S Spartan s MAGNETI C GRAPPLERS r el ease.

EXT. ROMULAN COMVAND - REMUS - N GHT

As the Praetor wal ks al ong a CAUSEWAY form ng one of the
“spokes” of the Command Conpl ex. ...

He pauses...and | ooks up to see:

THE U S. S. SPARTAN

FALLI NG FROM THE SKY.

|t CRASHES - CRUSHI NG t he CENTRAL COVWAND TOWNER

| NT. ROMULAN PATRCL SH P - BRI DCGE

CHASE
G VE HER ALL SHE'S GOT, MR O&

EXT. SPACE - OFFSHORE REMUS

And the Romul an Patrol Ship accelerates to Warp...as
THE U S. S. SPARTAN

EXPLODES in A CATACLYSM C MATTER/ ANTI MATTER REACTI ON.

A CATASTROPH C WARP CORE FAI LURE of astronom cal proportions.
THE SHOCK WAVE

lays waste to nore than a third of the entire surface of the
dark side of Renus.

QJTr TGO



120.

THE COWAND HULL OF THE U S S. | NTREPI D
as it CRASHES into the PAC FI C OCEAN.
CUT TO
| NT. STARFLEET BUNKER COMVAND
W G3 NS

|"ve got 26 Ronul an warshi ps and... 196

Drone- Shi ps preparing to enter the

at nosphere. ..
EXT. SPACE - OFFSHORE EARTH

| ndeed, the Armada and a host of Drone-Ships are ENCROACH NG
on the Earth at | MPULSE PONER. . . when. ..

ROMULAN VO CE (V. O.)
BA- LEI TH SHUKSA PCDEM

Suddenly...they STCP. ..

ROMULAN VA CE (V. O, CONT' D)
BA- LEI TH SHUKSA PODEM DA’ | ZTO RAY. ..
BA- LEI TH SHUKSA PCDEM  BA- LEI TH SHUKSA
PCDEM

...and PIVOI...and WARP AVAY.
And t hey are gone.

CUT TO
EXT. STARFLEET HEADQUARTERS - DAWN
as Admral Gardner and Anbassador Skon energe fromthe
Bunker...pick their way through the rubble...and stand -
squi nting against the morning Iight - and | ooking out over
the Pacific Ccean...
EXT. PACI FI C OCCEAN - MORNI NG
as Jaxx - his left armand | eg gone (the wounds cauterized by
fire) - craws out froman opening in a floating portion of
the Command Hull of the US S Intrepid. He rolls over onto
his back...and draws a | ong, rasping breath...
| NT. MUHLI G HOFFNVAN MOUNTAI NS - GROTTO - N GHT

as Oto Chase sits beside the unconsci ous Wunded Vul can
Cewran in a small Gotto lit by CANDLES...
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EXT. ZI MBABWE, AFRICA - N GHT

as Penel ope | eads her Children - her students - out froma
st eep-inclined CAVE OPEN NG

She | ooks out - across the Savannah then up...at the N GHT
SKY...and at one STAR in particular..

| NT. ROMULAN PATROL SH P - OFFI CER S QUARTERS
as Skal enters to find Chase staring out froma PORTHOLE

SKAL

| have di sengaged the warp engines in
anticipation of inproving their
performance. Wre | not to do so, it
woul d take us 456 days to return to
Earth. | believe that we can inprove its
performance by at |east 30 percent.

(O f Chase’ s SI LENCE)
Once we are underway...| look forward to
di scussing all that I know about ny...
di stant cousi ns.

Still nothing. Skal approaches the Porthole and tries to

followwith his eyes the direction of Chase's focus...
SKAL ( CONT’ D)

Wiat...is it?

CHASE
Ar ct ur us.
SKAL
A red giant al so known as Al pha Bootis.
CHASE
Hokul e’ a.
SKAL

| amunfamliar with -

CHASE
It’s Hawai'ian. For “Star of Joy.”

And, as the CAMERA pulls BACK - out fromthe porthol e where
Chase and Skal stand...we...

FADE QUT
SUPERTI TLES: To be conti nued. . .
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