STAR TREK | X
(Treatment dated 6/23/97)

A smal |l Ronul an vessel noves slowy through a spooky,

bi zarre region of space. Inside, in a setting as

cl austrophobi c as a submarine, the tense crew nakes pinpoi nt
navi gati onal adjustnments avoi ding danger at every turn. The
first officer wants to turn back. The Captain orders them
ahead. Suddenly, they’ re shaken by an attack. They can’'t
even see the ship firing at them Sensors are confused.

Anot her bl ast and another. They hail their assailant, trying
to surrender. No response. Shields collapse. Cracks formin
the hull. They beg for mercy. Another blast. The ship breaks
apart around us and the |l ast sounds we hear fromthe Romul an
crew are their screans. And, |like the dead nen, we’ re sucked
into space and only now do we see the ship responsible for
this horror -- a conpact Federation vessel roaring out of
the mst. As it passes remarkably close-by our view, we can
see the pilot through the wi ndow. .. is Data.

Picard is being briefed by two ranking nmenbers of the
Executive Council and the Federation’ s Romul an envoy (MATT
DOUGHERTY, 38), good nen that he knows and trusts. Data, who
was on a top secret mssion, has been mssing for six

nmont hs. Now, he has apparently gone berserk and i s shooting
down Romul an ships. Picard s mssion: find himand, if there
is no other choice, term nate him

After a short, hunorous beat during which we pick up Wrf at
Deep Space Nine, Picard fills in the Enterprise s senior

of ficers on the back story: Data had been recruited for a

m ssi on, co-sponsored by the Federation and the Romul ans, to
make first contact wwth a newy discovered race of aliens.
They had been found by Romul an probes deep inside an

unexpl ored regi on of space known on Earth as The Briar
Patch. The Patch is a navigational nightmare and is

unexpl ored because, frankly, no one ever wanted to go in
there. Located for centuries within the Neutral Zone that
separates Ronul an and Federati on space, The Patch has
recently been ceded to the Ronul an Enpire. The agreenent
ended a long territorial dispute and set the stage for a new
era of cooperation. Data was chosen for the m ssion because
his quick android skills gave hima significant advantage
piloting the scout ship. Two Romul an crewren acconpani ed
him They entered the dangerous regi on w thout incident but
never returned and did not respond to hails. The attacks
began a nonth ago when the Ronul ans went into The Patch
trying to find them There is incontrovertible evidence that
Data and Data alone is responsible for the attacks.

Worf, who has been assigned to the Enterprise because of his
vast know edge of the Ronul an Enpire, wonders aloud if the
Ronul ans are telling the truth about the events.



When it conmes to the Romul ans, nothing is ever what it

seens. Picard says they' |l do everything in their power to
get to the truth. But he adds, for the first tine in a
century there is a genuine peace initiative between the
Romul ans and the Federation. Data's attacks have already |ed
to renewed tensions. W don’'t want to nmake it any worse. A
Rormul an admiral will be joining the m ssion when they reach
t he border and Anmbassador Dougherty is com ng along to
assist with any sensitive negotiations.

CGeordi is the one who asks the question everyone wants to
ask: we’'re not seriously contenplating killing Data, are we?
Qur orders are clear, says Picard. Anyone who feels they

m ght be unable to carry out those orders should ask to be
relieved of duty now. Faces are grim But no one chooses to
remai n behi nd.

Picard may seemcontrolled, but later, alone as he goes over
Data’s m ssion plan and studies the android’ s | ast visual
transm ssion, we see in his eyes the enotional connection he
has to the android. Doctor Crusher interrupts him updating
himon a few sickbay matters relevant to the m ssion. Anpong
them word from Starfleet nedical that there’'s been a del ay
with the delivery of a new synthetic regenerative conpound.
It means we' |l have to stock doses of sariumkrellide, the
regenerative ore we've always used to heal injuries,
currently in short supply. The Doctor and Picard share a
personal nonent in front of the frozen image of Data on the
nmonitor. Picard: |1’ve been his tutor in all things hunman,
his drama coach, his art professor... now |’ masked to be
hi s executioner...

At the border, a Romulan Admral, SCHALK, 55, stiff and

i nperial, beans aboard with his personal adjutant, JOSS, 35.
From the nonment we neet Joss, we realize he is not |ike any
Ronmul an we’ ve net before. Dashing and wel | -spoken, he has
none of the ponp of his superior, doesn’'t take any of this
political stuff very seriously. As Wrf and Troi greet them
in the Transporter Room Joss gives her an admring
onceover, tosses his backpack to Worf to carry. Wrf clearly
doesn’t like the fellow, tosses the backpack right back at
him Joss grins at getting a rise out of the Klingon, flirts
with Troi as they exit.

The initial studies of the unexplored sector are not
encour agi ng. Al though the Enterprise has been supplied with
Starfleet’s | atest scout ship, identical to the one Data
used, Ceordi reports that in all the conputer sinulations,
every standard navi gati onal program proved i nadequate to get
t he vessel through The Briar Patch. That’'s why Data was
chosen to pilot the ship in the first place. W just don’t
know enough about the region to adequately prepare for it.



As a long time sailor, Picard knows the best infornmation
about a particular area of space can often cone from
Federation mariners -- traders, ferry operators, and just

pl ain adventurers -- who traverse the quadrant. As a boy, he
once even consi dered shipping out on the 24th century

equi valent of a “tranp steaner.” The Enterprise travels to
an extraordinary location (TBD) where the mariners dock and
refit.

They’' re quite a bunch — spirited ex-patriots, colorful
rovers and indomtable free-spirits -- hearty, well fellows
and lusty wonen who are not inpressed by Picard’ s uniform

| magi ne the captain of an aircraft carrier in the Caribbean
arriving at Margaritaville to neet wwth an odd assortnent of
free souls who don’t care nmuch for authority figures and you
get the idea. In an anusi ng sequence, Picard nust earn their
trust and cooperation.

He eventually intrigues themwth his plans to enter The
Patch. It’s not inpossible, they tell him Qur old tubs

m ght not make it, but maybe the latest Starship could. As
Picard picks their brains, he begins to fashion a risky
strategy (TBD) that m ght just work...

The night before the attenpt, at a Captain’s dinner on the
Enterprise, Joss continues his pursuit of Troi and at the
same time anuses hinself by getting under Wrf’s skin. It
qui ckly gets out of hand and leads to a formal insult to
Wrf’'s famly that requires satisfaction.

Despite Schal k’s and Dougherty’s protests, Picard knows he
nmust respect Worf’'s beliefs. He permts a duel to be fought
on the hol odeck, but refuses Wrf’s request that it be a
fight to the death. The stakes are honor and the duel wll
end at first blood. Joss chooses the weapons -- brutal but
fasci nati ng Romul an weapons unli ke anything we’ ve ever seen
before. The fight is breathtaking. For the first tine, Joss’
eyes really cone alive and we can tell he’s in his el enent.
W’ ve never seen a duelist as stylish and confident as he
is. Wrf is beaten badly and woul d have been killed but for
Picard’s mandate. To add insult to injury, Joss catches Troi
of f-guard when he helps hinself to a surprise kiss as a
reward for his victory.

Using the plan he hatched up with the mariners’ help, Picard
pilots the inpressive scout ship into the Patch, acconpanied
by Geordi, Worf, Troi and Joss. The Enterprise follows at a
safe di stance, using a steady flow of technical data from

t he scout ship to chart the course. A tractor beamis ready
in case Picard s ship gets into trouble. The Away Teami s
mesneri zed by the beautiful but dangerous space phenonena

t hey encounter. A close call is narrowmy averted as Picard
brilliantly dodges the hazard.



Then, suddenly, just like the Romulan ship, they're
attacked. Sensors show it is Data's scout ship and that Data
is at the helm Joss wants to destroy the ship but in a
qui ck confrontation, Picard puts himin his place. They try
to hail Data but he continues to attack. Picard |aces Data’'s
ship with phaser fire, trying to disable it... Data is
forced to withdraw, but as he di sappears, he fires photon

t or pedoes, seriously damaging Picard s vessel. Before the
Enterprise can engage the tractor beam the scout ship rolls
out of control and they |ose contact.

Picard barely manages to stabilize the ship but they
desperately need a place to put down. Veering out of the
nmurk, they see a planet directly ahead, its gaseous surface
engulfed in flanmes. Their sensor readings don't seem

possi ble: Geordi can’t find any indication of the fire they
see through the windows. He's reading MC ass terra firm
bel ow. Not only that, he' s picking up a humanoi d popul ati on
of about four thousand on the smaller continent. Do we
bel i eve our eyes or our sensors?

Picard nust nmake a quick decision: try to find another

pl anet or trust his sensors and ignore the fiery gases. Troi
tells the Captain she's feeling sone telepathic activity
comng fromthe surface. Picard considers that... then takes
the ship down, ignoring Joss’ protests, setting a course
toward the alien |life signs below. If he’s wong, the fire
Wi ll surely destroy the ship. As they enter the upper

at nosphere, dipping into the fire, it disappears Iike a bad
dream In its place: a beautiful tropical |ocale. The ship
puts down roughly on a w de sandy beach.

Tricorders reveal that Data’s ship is near-by and Picard and
crew set off to find him As Data | eads themon a surreal

cat and nouse chase through the jungle, the Away Teamis
confronted by nore terrifying delusions. They are constantly
forced to try to tell the difference between reality and

del usi on. Just when they think they ve got it figured out,
they ignore a delusion only to literally fall into a very
real hole by doing so. They tunble down a |ong tunnel and
are deposited into a containment field in the center of a
smal | village, finding thensel ves beside the two Romul ans
who acconpani ed Data on the original mssion.

The Ronul ans tell Joss in front of the Starfleet officers
that the android just went crazy and turned agai nst them
They think it had sonething to do with the unusual radiation
in The Briar Patch. Geordi doesn’t buy it; Data had surveyed
The Patch before the m ssion; he would have been prepared
for any radiation. The Romul ans angrily denounce androi ds as
unreliable anyway. They' re relieved to see Joss who in his
typically unfl appabl e manner pats themon the back and tells
themto relax; the great Picard will find a way out of this.



The Away Teamtakes in the setting. The village is built
into the side of a nountain. It’s a marvel of futuristic
architecture with technol ogy our people cannot begin to
fathom and yet it clearly displays an appreciation for the
natural habitat. The structures in the village are nade of a
colorful metal that has been crafted and fused into the
nount ai nsi de.

The aliens slowy enmerge fromhiding to exam ne the
prisoners. They' re stranger than any aliens we’ve ever
encountered... small, with wi de foreheads and piercing
eyes... they’'re nute, apparently using tel epathy (which we
do not hear) to communi cate with one another. There is no
way for us to communicate directly with these people. CQur
brains are sinply not up to the task. Picard s efforts to
make them understand us are extrenmely frustrating setting in
notion a theme that will continue throughout the story. In
time, we will come to understand themas a gentle people
with an extraordinary intellect who woul d harm no one.

As the trapped Anay Team waits to see what happens next,

t hey observe the villagers as they go about their daily
lives. They're clearly a technol ogically superior people...
usi ng extraordinary anti-grav platforns to nove about their
vertical layout. Geordi studies themw th astoni shnent as

t hey operate an incredi ble weather shield that creates a
shaft of sunlight over the village as the jungle around them
is ripped by a heavy rainstorm

One of the children is an ALIEN BOY, 11 whose face is
pai nted gold just |like Data’s. The prisoners watch as the

boy and a friend play nental ganes... creating snal
del usions to scare one another... one turns hinself into a
snake, then the other turns hinself into a dragon... Troi

surmses that it is a formof mass hypnosis and that these
aliens have |learned to use their nental abilities as a

uni que chanel eon-1i ke defense nmechani sm Rat her than

bl ending into the real world, they create a del usional
reality to confuse and disorient a potential enemy. That
explains all the strange things they ve seen.

Picard is finally rel eased and taken, hands bound, into a
dark and mysterious dwelling. He reacts as an alien woman
with a face painted gold like Data’s neets them sends his
escorts away and | eads hi m deeper into the shadows. The boy
with the gold face peeks around a corner at Picard and
scanpers away. They finally reach a chanber where he can see
the sil houetted figure of Data sitting on the floor,

notionl ess, his head cocked at an android angle, alnbst as
t hough he’s perform ng sonme kind of positronic meditation.
He is dressed as the aliens dress. The wonman | eaves t hem

al one. The android’'s head slowy noves to Picard. He opens
his eyes, which show no recognition



Picard realizes quickly that the android has seriously
mal functi oned. Hi s voice has trouble shapi ng words,
sonmetines he repeats them He has no nmenory of his forner
Captain, and is either unwilling or unable to process
Picard’'s attenpts to explain who he is. In vague and
unconnect ed phrases, Data speaks only of the danger Picard
and the others bring to his people. Picard presses Data:
what ki nd of danger? But Data in his confused nutterings
cannot say. The scene is interrupted by a crackling on
Picard’ s conbadge. Data reacts, strips away the conbadge,
noves to a conpl ex scanning device built into the rock
wal | ...

Qutsi de, the other nenbers of the Away Team hear the
transm ssion too... it’s Riker... the Enterprise has al nost
made it to the interior of The Briar Patch and is searching
for the Anay Team ..

Data studies his scanner and sees the Enterprise arriving...
he stands and noves to exit, then pauses and decides to take
Picard with him..

Wth the planet surface bel ow providing a dramatic backdrop,
Data attacks the Enterprise, keeping Picard in a contai nment
field on his vessel’s small bridge. He opens a channel to
allow Riker to see that he’s holding Picard prisoner. In a
fair fight, the smaller ship wouldn’'t stand a chance agai nst
the Enterprise. But Ri ker can’t use full force w thout
risking his Captain’s life. He fires phasers, trying to

di sabl e Data’s shields so he can beamthem out. Data engages
an auto-tactical evasive program while he | oads photon

t orpedoes. Picard knows they will seriously damage the
Enterprise. Then, one of the Enterprise’ s phasers connect
and the blast frees Picard fromthe containnent field. He
struggles with Data for control of the ship. Even in his

mal functioning state, Data is ten tines stronger. Cetting
hi s hands on a phaser rifle, Picard tries to stun Data but
the android is unaffected. Picard ratchets up the power
setting several times without results until he is finally
forced to do the unthinkable... on maxi num power, he bl asts
Dat a whose torso breaks apart, fritzes and falls at Picard' s
feet and then goes dead.

Picard tells Riker to cease fire and tries to take the helm
but the auto-pilot programnow is taking the ship back to
the surface. He tells the Enterprise to follow until they
can establish an orbit.

On the surface, the aliens take Data out of the ship...
stunned as they can see for the first tinme that he is a
mechani cal man. They carry himto the center of the village,
ignoring Picard. He watches as the villagers nmake way for

t he boy as he noves to the broken body.



There is no resistance as Picard frees the rest of the Away
Team and t he Ronmul ans. Geordi goes quickly to check on Dat a.
The Enterprise has established its orbit and Ri ker, Beverly
and an arnmed Away Team beam down, react to the strange
scene.

Picard again is frustrated in his attenpts to comuni cate
with the aliens. He tries to explain that we are not their
eneny. But nostly he wants answers. \Wat happened to Data?
What is the danger that Data spoke about? The aliens | ook at
hi m bl ankl y, go about their business. The only one who
continues to study himw th curious eyes is the boy. Geordi
desperately seeks sonme signs of life in the android s power
cells. There are none. He’s gone, Captain.

Picard, tight, controlling the full enotional inpact of the
events, tells his crew he wants to know exactly why this
happened. Geordi and Beverly want to take Data back to the
ship to do an autopsy. But as Picard | ocks eyes again with
t he boy who remai ns beside Data, he tells his officers to

| eave Data here for now. Do the best you can w thout noving
hi m

During a short second act, driven by Picard s grow ng
enotional turnoil and rage, Data’s malfunction is traced to
a Ronul an di sruptor bl ast which damaged his nenory engrans.
Schal k, speaking for the Ronul an crewren, steadfastly denies
any wongdoi ng. And yet we see Joss and the two crewren
maki ng nysterious plans that clearly indicate a threat to

t he aliens.

As the investigation continues, Picard realizes that the boy
had a particularly close relationship with Data. He forns a
uni que bond with the youngster, hoping to find a way to
conmuni cate with the boy and find out what happened. Picard
eventually gets an idea and takes himto the Enterprise’s
hol odeck. He shows hi m how we nmake our own il usions
there... and they begin to nmake illusions for each other,
some of which include Data. In a sequence that may rem nd us
of the classic breakthrough scene in “The Mracle Wrker”,
Picard and the boy, in a joyous nonent together, are finally
able to begin to understand one another. This is the bridge
in the conmuni cations gap that Picard has desperately needed
since his arrival.

The boy, nowrealizing that Picard is trying to | earn about
Data, takes himto clearing deep in the jungle where there
is evidence of a drilling site. There are al so signs of

di sruptor burns in the grass. Picard wonders aloud if this
is where Data was hurt. Through an el aborate and

nmet aphori cal del usion, the boy conmmuni cates that Data saved
his life at this spot.



Picard tells his crew that soneone was taking deep core
sanples at the site using a famliar Romul an geol ogi c tool.
This is extrenely odd because there were no geol ogi c surveys
indicated in Data’s m ssion plan. The flight manifest did
not show that the

Ronul ans were carryi ng geol ogic tools. Wen Picard

orders a special TECH scan of the planet, they

di scover the crust is practically nade of sarium
krellide, the sane nedical ore that is in such short
supply throughout the quadrant. It is the first tine

that the ore has been discovered on a popul at ed

planet. In all other instances it had been found on

uni nhabi t ed noons and asteroids, which was fortunate,
because the only way to effectively excavate it was to
virtually decimate the environnment. Picard asks

Geordi if there is any safer way to get to the ore.

Geordi has studied the Federation databanks and the
answer is no. They mght be able to gain access to

two percent of the available ore, but to process a

meani ngf ul anmount, the surface would have to be

stripped off. The planet would be turned into nolten
rock. No |ife would survive.

Picard begins to piece together a possible scenario. Wiat if
t he Ronul ans had | earned about the valuable ore fromtheir
probes before Data’s m ssion? And tricked the Federation
into allowng themto use Data to get through the Briar
Patch? | believe it’s possible, says Picard, that this alien
boy and perhaps others discovered what they were up to and

t hat Data was damaged when he saved the boy's life.

Troi pays an unexpected visit to Joss in his quarters and
using her enpathic abilities as well as her nost seductive
manner, she cleverly gets Joss to admt that the Ronul ans
are preparing to mne the planet. And then Joss adds

sonet hing that sends a chill down her spine: he assures her
that the Ronmulans will keep their promse to the Federation
and nove the aliens safely to a new planet. Troi now
realizes that the Federation is far nore involved than
Picard coul d ever have guessed. Wen Joss realizes that
she’s tricked him he explodes with rage revealing his truly
dark nature and for a nonment, we’'re afraid he m ght harm
her. But Worf prepared her for sonmething like this -- she
tries to use a Klingon marital arts foot nmaneuver but he’s
so good, he counters it and seens to have the advant age. .
wher eupon Troi brings her knee up and hard in a nost

vul nerabl e spot. He sinks in pain. She exits to the sound of
hi s groans.

Picard is angrier than we’ ve ever seen himas he confronts
Dougherty, a man in whom he’s had absolute faith. Picard:
When the Council finds out what you ve done... Dougherty:
I’macting on orders fromthe Council.



He goes on to explain that Starfleet Medical’s efforts to
make a synthetic regenerative conpound to replace sarium
krellide have failed conpletely. It’s been kept quiet but we
desperately need the ore. Everyone in the quadrant needs the
ore. Romul an probes had found significant deposits in The
Patch. But since this was disputed territory, a deal had to
be made before anyone could get to it. W gave the Ronul ans
The Patch and they agreed to split the ore with us.

Picard: Wthout any consideration for the inhabitants of
this world...

Dougherty: On the contrary, after realizing there was no
alternative to stripping off the planet’s surface,

negoti ated the agreenent nyself wth the Ronmul ans to nove
them safely. Every effort was nade to take care of them.
i ncluding sending Data here to survey their |iving
conditions to help prepare for the nove.

Picard: But Data didn't know that, did he...

Dougherty admits that it was decided that Data didn’t need
to know.

Pi card understands that Dougherty and the Council have
decided to shave a thin layer off Federation principles in
order to get the nuch-needed ore. The Prine Directive says
we won't interfere with the natural devel opnent of other
cultures, so we cede the planet to the Romulans and it’s out
of our hands. To ease our conscience, we nmake the Romul ans
guarantee that these people will be noved safely. What a
perfect political solution; it’'s barely a conprom se of our
principles at all this way. Picard | ooks Dougherty in the
eye and says, sinply: horse shit.

Dougherty argues that sonetinmes principles collide with hard
reality. Mddern nedicine evolved fromthe di scovery of
sariumkrellide; virtually all hospital and nedica

equi pnent is designed to use it. No one is going to sit

still while we turn back the clock two hundred years and
return to 21st century nedicine. It would be barbaric.
Picard doesn’'t deny that there’'s a serious need for the ore
but at what cost? It's too easy to turn a blind eye to
what’ s happening to a small group of unfam liar people in a
| and far away who are forced to suffer to satisfy our needs.

Picard argues that the unique environnent of this planet has
had a profound inpact on the aliens’ physiology. Qur

anal ysis indicates their bodies have virtually no inmmune
system The regenerative ore in the ground effectively
protects them from nost di seases and accel erates healing of
serious injuries. Move themand their bodies will be

vul nerable to every virus and bacteria in the universe.
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Dougherty prom ses that we plan to do the best we can to see
to all their nedical needs. Picard: Punp themfull of
medi ci nes. Put themon |ife support for our convenience..

Dougherty: For chrissakes, there are only four thousand of
t hem and countless mllions who will be hel ped by the ore.
Pi card wonders what the cut-off point would be: Fifty

t housand aliens? A hundred thousand? A mllion? How big a
popul ation does it require to force open that blind eye?

Dougherty mai ntains there’s nothing we can do now. The
sector was legally ceded to the Ronul ans nonths ago. To
interfere would be a violation of the Prinme Directive. He
deeply regrets what happened to Data. Adm ral Schal k has
privately assured ne that both Ronulan crewren will be
appropriately punished. | understand how you feel, but our
m ssion is conplete. The Council expects you now to follow
your orders and return to Federati on space.

Picard sees that he, and Data, have both been pawns in a
dark and terrible gane. A ganme in which he has been forced
to kill a man he loved |like a brother. And he al so reali zes,
to his horror, that he has been used to chart the course
into The Briar Patch for the mining ships to follow Jean-
Luc Picard has charted the course for the destruction of an
entire race.

Picard’ s quarters. Four pips being laid on a counter top one
at atime. Picard studies hinself in the mrror, begins to
remove his Starfleet uniform It is the saddest nonent of
his life.

On the surface, dressed in civilian clothes, Picard foll ows
t he sounds of strange percussion into a bizarre building,
part cathedral, part machi ne shop. The cerenony he
encounters inside seens to be a death ritual for Data who
lies at the center of a chanber bathed in a bright |ight
fromdirectly overhead. The percussion cones fromthe
novenents of huge bew | deri ng machi nes that tower over the
people |i ke the manmoth pi pe organ in the Mrnon Tabernacl e.
The boy sees Picard, takes his hand and | eads himto sit
besi de himby Data. The aliens are painting their faces gold
to honor the android. Picard solemly paints his face gold
t0oo. Honoring the man he killed. Synbolically taking Data’s
pl ace as the defender of these people.

The aliens seemto understand and accept him Suddenly,
Data’ s broken body slowy rises on an antigrav unit, noving
toward the blinding |ight above. As it noves higher, the boy
creates a strange delusion for Picard... a surreal nonent as
a tree grows fromthe ground where Data lay. A branch of the
tree grows out and touches Picard s shoul der.
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As Data and the anti-grav unit disappear into the |ight,

|i ke a casket taking a body into the fires of cremation, the
i mage of the tree disappears too. Picard | ooks at the boy
curiously, unable to conprehend. The percussion fromthe
machi nes conti nues.

Above the planet, Romulan ships begin to arrive foll ow ng
the course that the Enterprise charted. Schal k and his nen
join their crews. Dougherty prom ses himthe Enterprise wll
be on its way shortly. As soon as they’ ve noved to the
Ronul an shi ps, Joss carries out the punishnent against his
dunbf ounded Romul an col | eagues, fulfilling the prom se
Schal k made to Dougherty. He engages them both in an

i mpronptu duel (for his own entertainnent)... and quickly
kills them

Picard’ s | ast comruni cation fromthe planet tells his staff
to | eave as ordered. He will not allow his officers to
sacrifice their careers or their lives. This was Data's
fight. Now, it’s his. Picard signs off and destroys his
conbadge.

As the action-filled third act begins, Picard, with the help
of the boy, trains the aliens for a fight of resistance.
It’s an inspiring and hunorous process as they often
struggle to understand one another. Finally, conbining their
talent for creating delusions with the power of real weapons
he has brought with himfromthe Enterprise, he builds an
effective, albeit tiny, fighting force. He feints and
punches the Ronul ans, disrupting Joss’ Nazi-like attenpts to
round-up the aliens and box them for transport, then

sabot agi ng the Ronulan’s first mning operations, always

di sappearing into the jungle |ike Robin Hood. Schal k orders
Joss to take a Ronul an search party to the surface to

capture Picard, alive. But Joss, who still feels the sting
of being tricked by Troi, sees this as his opportunity for
revenge. When he finds Picard he intends to kill himfor
sport.

Dougherty demands that Ri ker arrest Picard and get himthe
hell out of there before the whole peace initiative
col l apses. Riker couldn't care |ess about the peace
initiative at this point but his Captain's life is in
danger. He takes the senior officers and an arned security
teamto find Picard before Joss and the Ronul ans do. Picard
pl ays the fox, outwitting both sides | ooking for him

One windy night, as he tries to catch a few m nutes sl eep,

t he percussion fromthe distant village suddenly stops for
the first tinme. The silence awakens him Curiously, he noves
back toward the village to see what has happened.
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The wi nd bl ows through the | eaves of the trees and |ightning
fl ashes from an approaching storm.. and as Picard rounds a
bend, the ghost of Data appears in the lightning... he is
naked. Picard reacts with a short gasp and Data speaks to

hi m rat her incongruously with the words: “You are out of
uniform sir.” Picard reaches out and touches the figure
before him It’s no delusion this tine. “So are you, Data”,
says Picard. And only then does Data realizes he is wal king
around without clothes on. “So | anf, he says, stil
gathering his wits.

Data has no idea how he was resuscitated but it is clear
that the aliens were not performng a death ritual but one
of techno-resurrection. Picard thinks he understands the
vision of the tree the aliens created for him It was their
way of comruni cating new growh, rebirth. They nust have
been trying to tell himthat Data would return.

Data tells Picard that the Romulans killed the boy’'s father
when he accidentally di scovered themtaking the core sanple.
They were about to kill the boy too when Data got there and
saw what was going on. They fired their disruptors but Data
took the blast neant for the boy. Even though Data was
severely damaged, he was still able to capture the Romul ans.
The woman and the boy becane his “famly,” taking care of
himafter he was injured. Data has no intention of
abandoning themto the Ronulans. He will stay and fight with
Picard. After he gets sone clothes on, that is.

Their guerrilla warfare continues, Picard and Data fighting
side by side now... R ker and the Anmay Team finally catch up
to them shocked but happy to see Data.

Ri ker tries to convince Picard that the Federation Executive
Council will listen if he goes back and tells themwhat’s
happeni ng here. But Picard, for the first tine in his life,
has lost faith in the Federation. He knows to go back is

hopel ess. No one will listen and once he's gone, these
people will be noved, the planet destroyed. He can't | eave.
And he won’t. You'll have to arrest nme, he says. If you do,

all this will be lost. Riker: This is suicide. A Romul an
fleet is on the way with reinforcenents. Picard: It doesn’t
matter. Data and | are going to stay and fight for these
peopl e.

Ri ker sees he’'s not getting anywhere with Picard. Al right
then, he says, I'll take the Enterprise and go for help.
Picard nods, but his eyes say he does not expect any help to
arrive.

Wrf steps forward. The odds agai nst you woul d appear
i nsurnount able, he tells Picard. But I will fight at your
side. The rest of the officers join him
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Picard is unable to talk themout of it. He tries to order
t hem away, but Ri ker apol ogi zes saying, sorry, M. Picard
but once you took off the pips, you lost that privilege.

Ri ker promi ses to return, beans out. Picard | ooks around at
his officers, his famly, reluctantly grateful that they' re
t oget her agai n.

Joss | eads the Ronul ans in devastating attacks that destroy
the village and defoliate the jungle with plasma charges...
it is a huge battle, Ronmulan fighters comng in over the
ocean, strafing the beach... ultimately forcing Picard and
his overmatched arny into a defensive position. As the

Ronul ans assault their position, it may rem nd us of the

Al ano. They conme over the walls... the boy fights bravely by
Data’s side, saves the android s |life with a delusion that
confuses a Romul an | ong enough for Data to knock hi m out.
Picard finds hinself in deadly hand to hand conbat wth
Joss. Just as Picard is about to be killed by the Ronul an,
Wrf steps in and bl ocks Joss’ weapon and takes up the
fight. This tinme it will be to the death. At first, Joss
seens to toy with him wounds himonce in the shoul der, then
another in the leg... but then Wrf calls for strength from
the Klingon gods and he rises with renewed power and
finally conquers Joss, running himthrough with his
makeshi ft sword. Joss |ooks up at himin the final shock of
death. Worf bellows a Klingon victory cry.

The Ronul ans wi t hdraw and prepare for one final deadly
assault. Picard and his officers know their tinme is al nost
up now... their defenses won't w thstand anot her assault...
t hey share sone personal nenories that bring some smles,
even | aughs... personal things are said you only say at the
end... the distant sound of a low flying vessel approaching
tells themtheir respite is over... they gird thensel ves for
the final attack

It’s Geordi who hears it first -— that’s not a Ronul an
engine -- |'d know those thrusters anywhere -- | never did
get around to realigning the nagnetic peristaltic punps --
That’'s the Enterprise! And now they see the magnificent ship
as it makes a dramatic pass overhead, a deafening roar
announcing its presence like a B-1 bonber at an air show.
And it’s not alone. Behind the Enterprise is a fleet of
ships. Not from Starfleet. But the wackiest navy ever seen

by man... dozens and dozens of tiny ships, those tubs we saw
back at Margaritaville... and now people are beam ng down to
t he beach... not soldiers, but famlies, the mariners we net

in act one and all their friends, hundreds of people of al
shapes and sizes, children who scanper al ong the beach as
t hough on holiday. Ri ker caps the glorious nonent as he
appears. Riker to Picard: And you thought the Federation
woul dn’t listen? Here's the Federation, Captain. They did
listen.
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Dougherty and Schal k see this scene and know they’ ve lost. A
few thousand faceless aliens is one thing. But no one is
going to be able to turn a blind eye if the Ronul ans decl are
war on a few hundred Federation citizens. The Ronul ans

wi t hdr aw.

Later, as the Federation squatters enjoy the hospitality of
their alien hosts, Data bids a touching farewell to the
woman and the boy. In his ready room as Picard puts his
pi ps back onto his uniform s collar, Dougherty enters. He
inforns Picard that the Romul ans have agreed to a sixty day
noratoriumon mning and rel ocati on operations while the
matter is reviewed by the Federation and Romul an councils.

Ever the diplomat, Dougherty tries to put a spin on the
events that nakes everything okay. W all had the
Federation’s best interests at heart, he says. The Executive
Counci| has decided there will be no formal charges agai nst
you (he takes a little of the credit for that, having argued
that it would not serve the public interest for the Counci
to take an adversarial position against the Captain of their
flagship). He respects Picard for the stand he took and
hopes that everyone concerned can now join together to help
avoi d maki ng the sanme kind of mstakes in the future. He's
sure Picard woul d agree that nothing woul d be gai ned by
pursuing this any further back home. Picard studies himfor
a beat with eyes that say: Don’t count on it... then sinply
exits to:

The bridge. Picard takes his seat and sets a course for
Earth. As he says engage..

The Enterprise noves out of orbit and we...
FADE OUT
THE END



