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FADE IN:

A celro,etrical Danern fills the scleen.
mionlighr .'. C\
Part of a spider's inricate h#.
ir Eoves slighdy and v(!ce behl.-rd it...
Puuirrg back Two eyes\iiking in lhe
mesh of fishnet material.
Conrirur" pulliug ba(glb reveal a face. .A face sfuouded in

Silver threads in

&e glin! of an eye.
darkress, behind a

:>

Pulling bac#leqd and shoulders. A btack night backgrouarl.
wider:dll. rveat'rng a muscular silhouened fi-gure, sirirg
cross-legged with zen-like composure. {he alos are suaighr
down, berween rhe legs. Behind the figfr]is soroe kind of sreel
structure.

Bur wait. As we pull back, ciry figU$. come inro view, and
now skyscrapers... but they are {6!q us. Sticking down inro
frame like rhe Eorhership in Clos-QE*icounters. CAMEM
ROTATES now, 180 de8rees...6'

Putting lhe ciry where i! beh!gs... below us. And revealing
tha! lhe flgure is hanginlblt['h hands, by a rhread-like wire...
cross-le8,ged and chilled-qupside down. He is wearing a
forE-hugging body-suiL Hari to make our rhe deBjls in rhe
noordighL Who is thi+,ilcko?

Keep puling back The figure is hanging, like a spider, from a
radio raasr high above... Manharlalr. There are the faEiliar
landEoarks.., Pan AE and Chrysler Buildings. Eopire Srate.

darkness, y a-concentic web-like pacero. Behind
the mesh we ca int of d:e features. Not much. Itisthe
e).es \\ nica co our atlenlion.

FrcuRE (v.o.)
Welcome to one of my favorite night
spots. The service is slow, but the
thing I like about it... ir's nor usually
too crowded.
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The EEpile Srate building is lower rhan us so there's only one
piace we could be...

1400 feer above lhe srree!. on rhe radio masr of r}le nonh
rower of rhe World Trade Cer{tH a quarrer of a mile below us,
rhe Eaffic Eoves like- corpAdes of light rhrough l'he
ctlculalory systeE ot Lne r-lth

THE STREET. Cabs and cops. Peopte oltle rnove. Hu:naniry in
all iB variegaled glory... froE stocklEqkers !o hookers, priesls
to lunkies. \)
A CORISER. NEWSTAIID. Pushingfii\n a sEack of Newswee!$.
Close on ttre top one. The covei ildrainy, Iong lens black and

SPIDER N-{AN . HERO OR \'1

An arm, lvearing red sp d a red glove, drops down
from the roof of the n The news-guy whiris as the
aru slaps r1,vo buclc counter and grabs a Newsweek
The owner rushes out ihcrdoor-. looks on top of his kiosk.
There's nothing there. He looks up, all around... norhing. He
grins and holds his fist in rhe ai!.

OWNER
AIATIIIGEU

CUT TO THE FIGURE, atop the WTC. Still hanging. He pulls the
Newsweek out of his belt and stales at the cove! in the
moonlighr.

I! all I so... civilized... from up

ki3d oftogic ro i! all. I!'s a-ll so clear.
trur-fou ce! down ltrere on the sEeeE
aYdJorh-ing's ctear.

't ir? Like there's some

whire shot, like a UFO photo, guy in dghE apparendy
crawlir.g up the side of a The headline reads: THE
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SPIDEtu\L4Ir (v.o.)
How can I e\pec them ro ge! it. I
don't even get iL I dq wish they'd at
leasr ger my namaright. Ir's Spider
Man... no! Ihe SpiEEs.I"lan. Jeez.
Boneheads. I nqed a better publicisr

He rips rhe Eagarin. ..ril$rAf. rhen in guarters, then in
eishrhs... somewhere irr{Ere we reaiize rhat this ukes rooFe
stiengrh in rhe hands tlr,plou or I have. He releases the -

sla.Ep-sized shreds. Amera drifs with lheEo as d:ey f]uEer
down over the ciry tke bnfefti.

\sPrornr''aN
WorS,51hsy have kittens if lhey
rnew 3 aerman \Yasn't even a Ean.
,ryonaued...

DETEP I

\
CLOSE UP on an elderly lady yelling,teter... you're go:ng to be
Iare!" It's Eorning and she's caliing\Irte sldrs to...

PETER PARKER. Age 17. Pe!e! is (F$e ba*uoom, popping a zit
in rhe Edlror. He luts on his glalluAnd checks hfs ti& iir tle
!!irror. Sdll the same. Nerdy4€ doesn't care- Screw 'em.

\)
He grabs a big stack of boo[andheads donastairs. Over
breakfast we meet his aunt Rltr and Uncle BENJAMIN. Nice
people but way too old tftlte kind of role-Eodel paien$ a
kid needs. Stiil, he lovqt}rd even if he forges to acrually
Eention ir 99% of the {irF{ike any kid.vJ
Au.ot May is thin and fusses over Peter too much. He indulges
her. When he has dEe, which he doesn't this morr:.i!rg.

Peter's parenc were killed in a pla:re crash ivhen he was six.
He woke up one day wirhour a fau:.iiy. Somehow he always felr
guilty t]1at they wenr away. As if he had done something
wrong. His 17 year old mind tells hira ir was iusr fare, iusr a
randoE accident.,. but deep in his subcoascious that scared 6
yeal old still cries, begging for them to cooe home,.. he won't'
cause Eouble anlmore... he'll go to bed when rhey tell hio.

3
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Uproored. moved from the only home he knew, in Maryland. to
Ben and May's modesr bungalow in suburban Flushing, NY. It
is a low to Eiddle income boredom-zone of !!act hoEes Dushed
roo close togerher. Peter actrl lr goes to higb school in nearby
Forest Hills, a snorry high-i&come neighborhood. This oakes
hiE a poor kid from tha lfing side o-f t}re Eacls in the eyes of
his sralus conscious schoohn(es.r\.
Pe!e! is a bright kid. IllrCglesn't have many friends. He is
ostracized for his inr.est in science. Our MTV cu.lture frowns
on people who thin($D much. Intellecrual curiousity is
aeaaeity un-fup^.lifhYcares about rvhere rhe universe caoe
from or how the q:Erks hammered Troy? Did you hear the
new Pearl Jao \il
Peter is deIidgrt{e Ehin}s they ale [he real losers. They'll be
flipping bur}(rs,ivhile he's dislovering lhe cure for canier.
We'lI see who wias in the long nrn.

O

He wears his isolauon like a badge..:*Lth an air of superioriEy.
In fact, he is awesomely shy *6 6gtQ'$tely lonely and
unhappy. But whenever this occul: ffiim, he loses hirlself in
his stu-dies, and finds a kind of fat,
He has the 17 vear-old's sensr rar he kaows evennhins abou!
rhe world, andcan see ro clealtg) t}te lhings thir are-","ong
wirh lL In fac! he is very iEulated and knows alroost nothing
about human narure in 

-all 
iN\molexiw. He doesn't even

undersrald hioself veryftf Beciuse iis life of rhe mind is
hls badge of superioriry. he ffowns on the pursuirs of the body.

Sporu? Forget it. sut[e iocr boneheads crashing into each
other. Lile stag elk in ruc .Senseless violence.
Gills? Good In tleory, but how do you talk to theo?
Dancing? No way. He Eied ir once. Nor a pre(y sighr.

Pete! is a virgin. And apr to remain that way for a while. He's
your basic sexua.lly pent-up arlolescenr.

0I1e orher thing about Peter. He is a plucky kid. He's got true
gril. He's never had an opporEuniry ro prove rhis, to himself or
anyone else. Bu! he will soon...
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That day a[ school, we see Peter wirh his friends. rvho are
mosdy straigh!-A !trisfir rfpe{ike himseif. In his last class of
the diy... hii favorite, gtOiOd:Peter daydrea.Es abou! Ihe
girl acloss the room. Marylalle Watsorl. Peter is capdvared by
fiir, tJ:ough she doesn't sfu know he etists. Thd teacher
retls theo to pair up for tehJcience proiecls and !o Petcr's
surprise Mary Jane coqGa$ the way over lo hiro and asks- to
be his parrner. \-,
Maw lane needs at 6N" o in the class,'or she won't

1' \.,
sraduate wirh a B,avereEe, and then her Paren6 won't buy her
i car like rhey proExd-. So she reams irerself with Perei the
Nerd. Mary JarQ*l-friends in the class e,<change looks alld
smirks. \

1"t", fl,.r.t "rftthe sudden proximity of the girt he has
warched from across the rooE all yeaJ.iq even smells good.
He feels giddy.

Peter of course knows he iras no hofiYary Jane is Soing out
with one of the school's top studs... N-!6an McCreery, AXA
"Rash". Nathan is a rcp athlete, fr?lipg on the senior foolba]l
tearo and head of $e gymnasrics-ttsS. He is also a tennis soob
and drives a Porsche. Peter ha'Gtuhim unerly, on general
prlnciples. Peter takes the bu\$ aunt and uncle don't have
much money. il.\

Mary Jalre ts I popular gi-fu| "sosh" clique, way out of
Peter's league. She hasjS all.:loolLs, money, handsome
boyfriend. Peter oscillftcfqerween despising her and
f.iusizir,g about savinfbd from a burning-building so she
wili be eternally grateful to him and maybe even kiss hi.Eo.,

Peter is thrilled o be her panner for the term proiect. School
lets out. Peter walks Mary Jane out to the parking lot. Rash
comes zipping up in his Porsche to pick her up. In an awkward
moment of condescending generosiEy, Mary Jane inviles Peter
to go with theE, to Flash's house, ro play leonis and swiro in
rhe pool. Peter dedines... he has an honors-stuCent science
seminar he's going to at a nearby universiry, An1,rvay... he

o

O
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doesn'! want her to see his paie skinny body ne,yt to Flash the
stud.

)lccreery me-kes some oflnard bur culdng remark abou! Peler,
rhen some of Flash's jock frieat:get inro ir... urocking hirn as
well. Perer walks away, humiliated.

IATER, ar rhe setuinar... p.S, to,rring the genedcs lab of the
univeEiry he hopes to $Eqd if he can get a scholarship.
The Iab has one of rhe it{iCn's leading research prograEs on
recombinant DNA ap{ene therapy.

' .\)
As ue tour rnovellhro-Egh rhe lab compley rhey are able ro ger
a glj.Epse of the r4Fi.ted area where some oi the more
advanced reseafrildone. rhrough sealeri glass doors . The
professor shotys tho ,.ideo moniiors rvhich- show the images
bf uio-isotaufn gnsks rvhere generic eyperimens are done-on
fruit flies. vJ
He says they are "using synthesized o"ht -RNl ,o recode the
genoEe of the fruidly... transferrinEJ&neUc inforEladon fron
one species of fl}, to arorher." \)
He poina !o the monilors, saying(\u can see the ten
mulageBically acivated flies on rh!{dft, the len conuol flies on
the righl.. " ,\.
Pe!e! mer.dons tha! he only sfulne flies orr the left.
while the sciendst is cound*g, the ca$era moves !o a high
corner of the room. Caughth\ sDider's web. near an air duct,
is Ehe tenrh fiy. The spiciHiroicires rhe srruggiing fiy anci
begins to dine. Rack fogrs blck to t}le professor... as he
conti$ues the lefiule. flEt move on. Peter asks if he can uke
soEe photographs for l(rs..ttrobl p"p.r. Th" group rDoves on,
leaving hiE behind.

The tiny spider drops down from above on a nearly invisible
thread. Peter, below, is oblivious, as the arachnid descends. [!
lands on Ns haad as he is taking his las! shot" He feels a
stirging pain and sees the spider. He smashes it. Stands
rubbing his hand. Then hurries after the group.

O
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Peter on rlle subrvay on rhe way home. He is rubbing his hand.
lvhich is red and swollen. He is pelspiring and feels faint. His
lips are dry.

t
By *re timg Peter ges home, i:rlrtision is blurry. He goes
sEaight to bed... avoiding Agnt l"lay. He pulls off his clorhes
ard staggers toward t}le b(llut collapses on t}le floor. 

_

He is rwacked by a conlttrive tremor, like a seizure. He is
plunged inro a psychorfupll srare... an abyss of dark visions
which yawns beneatb&.im. He falls inro the Eaelstro!!,
ban'agia by hfllucifrp-)y manifeslations. Disrurbing iloages of
webs... from a POks ifcrawling over ihero. Glislening eyes in
the dark. SudCen bEdatory lunges. Prey struggling hopelessly
to escape. A DaQtlnch bio-horror montage of spiderworld.
Shadowy iEaLes or}ooftops... clawling over buildings and
fences. Leadggrfrough the dark air...

Peter awakens in rhe sunlight. He oper4bis eyes, relieved to
be our of the nighuaare. That ir was just idream. He blinls,
looking alound and screams. He is abeut 80 feet up a high-
tension !ower... wearing only his unfu&ar. Below hio,
rnorning traJfic moves ilorrj tne sq""t'fuobody looks up.

CUT TO PETER sneaking 
"torrg ^ 

fS, trying not to be seen. He
hides io the bushes as two girF+lqru his class go by. Deeply
eEbarassed and confused, Perlgbkes it back to his house.

.!
Fe slrDs rnsloe ano se$ ,aroob, school. He is oa]e and
snakey. He rushes iast effiay and Uncle Benl,-i1,51r4nt
he is late. He goes outsiCe, ar-ound rhe house, and dilnbs inlo a
baseoent window. HeGdlto a dark corner and huddles there,
shaking. His tee$ are EfirJering. He hugs his knees ro his
chest and drifts inro semi-consciousness.

His eyes fall on somerhing moving in a ray of sunlight coming
io lhe '.rindow. It is a spider, descending on a sing.le silken
stland.

To Peter it is like a heavenly vision, rhe riny figure filling his
endre consciousness in some son of hallucinatory
magnil]cadon. The morning sun backlights it and it seeas to
glow ryith a golden radiance. It ls like some kind of divine

-
-
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messenge!, lvaving irs legs slowly as if trying ro tell hiln
soEerhing. He is riveled by it, hypnodzed by ils orherworldly
beaury and grace.

Perer cooes in the front aoortfthe house afler dark He
passes Lhe living roortr, tellins his Aunr and Unde thar he has roj-- - _- 

--siudy. They ask hi.ro if heftElay. He says sure, fine.

Perer looks in the bathdutl mirror. He looks noroal. He-looks
a! his hands. They havDq4foped shaking. Ii appears to be
over, whatever it wa5^{e rubs his wrists, unconsciously.
Rubbing his thur.lbs@'i the insides of his wrists. They hun
but wno Kjlows.lv\

He nouces sudcieiihar he can see perfecdy. But thar he is
not weanng hjE elhes. He rushes into the bedroom and puls
rheE on... thfvqld goes fuzzv. He rhrows them across rhe
roon. Rubs htfu#es.'wowt Ttre poison cured his myopia.
Cool. \
Perer goes to bed, exhausted by his gr(pal. He sleeps soundly.
The spider drea.E comes again. Thi\trilBp rather lhan a dark,
roari;g horror of confusin-g, dis joi5rtebt/mages... it is rnore
reJined. An aerial baller oieerii fu... thi weaving of an orb-
web from the spider's point of vieNdhimEering geomerry in
cold black space.

C

TllE NE(T DAY. Tight on Pe(er as he wakes up, He opens his
eves caud.ously. Not klowinLlhat ro exDect. PULL BACK ro
riveal that reis sdll in beffi1 is normal. He brearhs a sigh of
relief. In fact .. he feelsarerry good. Lots ofenergy. He prilis
back the covers and... Le
Something is causing rhe sheer ro srick !o him. He lifts it,
revealirg a sdcky, white oass completely covering hi.ro, gluilg
hiE !o his bedding. It ls some silky subsEnce webbing him
into the covers. He cries out in dismay... shlggling to free
hi.mseif froa lhe gluey sEands. Where did it come from? He
nodces his wrisls...

They are oozing a pearlescelrt whire fluid from ahoost invisible
slits about a quafier of an inch long. He pushes ort, the skin
nex( !o one of [he slirs and,... a da-rk shape, the size and color of

3
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a rose-!horn... eElel8es from beneath lhe sidn. It shoo6 a jer of
liquid silk inro his face.

Peler screarls a! the top of his lungs.
\-

Aunr May coEes to rhe doo_r. "Pete!, are you alrighr?"
"ies", hi ansrrers, nervou{?:{'I'8... fine,'Aunt Miy. I was
jusr.. uh... pracdcing for altibot play."

lffi[1I 
says she's soa1lnfy rhat he's getdng into other -

He gers our of uea aG'b:us-the silky webbing ofi hi-seif.
realizing how suolrg tF sruff is. iie looks again a! the
horrifyiirg "spinn+r'' on his wris6. He is iyperventiJadng...
frealing out. LE* guy in Kajka's Meta.Eaorphosis, he has
woken up ro fild o-it he is a bug.

e.,., u.ng, 66. u..r door of his house. He slans !o run.
An,'where. Trying to get away froo hi'self. Away from what
is happening to hiE. He runs and runfld\ blind frenzy, not
rea.lizing how fast he is going.

Peter shoots urough tIe o..r. ,. ss out into a sffeet...

Righr in f!on! of a speeding aeriu$ucr.
Peter leaps. The truck roars qh,horn honking. Peter realizes
he is Ewenry feer above ttre grEuq).
He yells in .terror.. He is sligK[lg to [he.side of a perfecdy
smootn Duuornq, Dv rus DalEla:tr/Jo stones uD.
Like a car, st,.rctiin i ued,$esn't know hbw ro ger down.

A ktd rides bv on a bi6.-a
Hey! Peteryeit;. Kidl t6lllu
The kid looks at hira and rides off fast. Perer gingerly pulls one
pdu loose... t}ten loses Eacdon and falls-

Lalding with perfecr cadike grace on feet aBd hands. He
sErds unsreadily.

What is goirg on? His body is changing. WIere will it s!op?
He tes6 his arms and legs, feeling the strange energy pulsing
through his muscles

an

(-)
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SE\TERAI SCENES FOLLOW, of Perer reaiizing his new physicel
powers... srren$h and agiliry. His horror begins to lum ro
exhilalarion as he finds himself capable of rhings he qever
dreamed of. He finds his skilny body suddenly more
Euscula!, tua.o-like. nut Ueyt4laihe has inluman power in
his musdes... he picls up the back end of a sEiall car by irs
buroper. Is he dreaoi.rrg? ft.\J
He finds a position of t$s\and which seeos ro trip rhe -
spimerer in his wrisl $g[ benr back ro 90 degrees, inde*
and pinky finger exg{ed. The fluid jeu out under pressure
lile a shot from a sfulrQgun, instantly hardening into a suand
tougher rhan nylglr. Mtests it... canrt break it. He even finds
rhar ir will supiroN:$ weighr. He realizes ir is spider silk.
Peter shoors soQq to a tree limb and hangs from it. Stafls
swinging back andfon!... yelling with the lhriu of ir.

cfff fo peteklrhool, \^/irh his sleeves putled down...
nervously looking around. Nobody no(ces hio. He realizes
!ha! even rhough the most profound cHeile imagirable has
happened to hiro, no one else knowlor needs to k$ow. Which
is good... because he's already enor.{lbf a misfil No poin!
Ietr,ing rheE know he's a complete fre'!(

ln biology class he lells lhe ."".hS r"n,, ro do rhe rerm
projec! on spiders. Mary Janerisaghasr. She lhinks rhey're
revolr]flg. Perer jusr wants ro\qg[, more abour them. Because

l:r*,il: 
ro know more ab\IlEself. Bu! he can'r e\acdy rell

pere!, in a junky.ro ,aH,,. Afrer making sure no-one is
alound, he pracdces sllojEi$g silk MONTAGE of hio learning to
conrol the how, rfre Olf1glei, the dispersion erc. like a real
splder does. We see him pracdcing web-making.
Screwing up. Geftlng raore accurate. Then gunslinger moves,
shoodng rie stuff around. Nailing a pop can in mj.d-air.
Cut to long-shot... lhe area completely covered in h,ebs. A total
Eess.

Cut to him drinking half a gallon of milk. Earing voraciously.
Replacing the proteinhe has used up. His aunt is pleased wilh
his appedte.



1-,i

)2^

l1
Thar nighr he is working on his hoEework L.ying nor ro Iet Lhis
new realiry ruin his life. His window is open.
He looks our inlo [he darkness.
Ir beckons ro hio. The blacktess, once a source of fea!, is now
welconing. He goes tfuoughltq*inAot , inro rhe world of
night. Insread of leaving his home. he feels like he is going
holne. - l\

\)
He cliobs cnro the roof-\e can see perfectly. He leaps to Ge
house nert door. The heigats don'r scare hiln in rhe leasl He
takes off ruflning... ^
TMCKING SnOf--H urh Pe(er as he leaps from roof to
roof... running al@r;ha peaks... finaily leaping ro a streerlighr
and doing a ful+round lE. He shoors some webbing onlo
the Iighsrandard-[d slowly lowers himself to rhe streer,
landiig perfcalq He bowsiheatricaily ro nobody.
This is great!'J

He doesn't know whar's happening ,o th., hinks he is a
freal<, his body has becoEe a strang!& Hopefuliy rhis wiu be
seen correc y as a metaphor for pr{eB and its awakening of
primal drives- everybody goes throuEthis growing
awareness that powerful forces &riving Utem benearh lheir
supposedly rarional consciousnelll,

SEQUENCE of Peter in rhe *orQnighr Clinbing sheer 
-buildings... exploring. LerTing.leaping from roof to roof to

IlIe-escape to rreeway overBg

Just when i,e is staningl$ cocky, he slips off t}re sheer face
of a high-rise and fall{JiGphoots a silk-suand our wildly... it
calches on somerhing !1@fie swings in a wild arc through the
darkness. He slams against another building and sticks by his
p2lrn< a$Cl feel

He tales a brearh, looking down. Close one, but he is
exhilarated. Wan6 to push lt further. I[ ts the first time in his
life he has ever been good ar an),lhing physicai. It is like a
dream.

We explore the idea rhar rhe lure of the dark replaces fear of
the darlc.. th,at the dark becomes a cornjorcing, nurruring place
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for Peter, rather than a place of dread and uncenainry. He
feels at home in the dark, secule there... il is the place he se(
for solace, for peace. Everything is bach,vatd for hia. Night
becomes his day... heighls, ptgviously terrifying Dow a!!rac!
hi"E- The air becooes his waiEllhe swlus weighdess where
orher Eorrals would DluErDe! and break
He is ar horEe in oiacls o6hfear.
And ir sdrs soloeihing darh#ide him.
Apredaroryu!ge. 

A
we see Perer foliowiEa figure far below on the street. He
runs along a rboftoA€!&rdessly. A shadow in the moonligh
The person belo$lEas Eo idea he is being sralked.
We will hear Petedlhoughts (the equivalent of the thought'
bubble word baQ*) as a voice over. He is tripping on !h€
power of beiqg ab[?!o come and 8o like a wraith... to walch
wirhout beir!f!6n. The abili(y !o go anytvhere he wanls
withour askiiffrro.ission. He feels like an aduil for lhe ltr:
time. A man.

\

O

He goes to Mary Jane's house. DroEi{own from *te roof ae
looks ifl he! window. She turns off UrcIlght, and thinking s:

is unobserved, strips off her clothqs. SIfe slips into bed in it
he! pandes and a i-shin. Bur e@qis forbidden glimPse i
too much for Peter. He loses his idrxLnuadon and \\'ith it h
palm grip on the wa.ll. He cradt\into the rose bushes. He
bounding into the darkness a*i3f\s colDe on !n lhe house
behind him. \\\
CIJT TO Perer. asleeo in Eifne reacher caiis him asirie ;
the class files out, aria g5rc hrtm what is going on. His grade
are siipping. The stra*bG student has slipped off the uac
Perer iiys iis a penonilr*blem- He shouid be fine. But 'a
see dlat he ls changing. His life is changing.

Unde Ben gets laid off. At sixty his iob prospects aren'! goc

They wonder how they will make the mortgage and ail the
bilis. Nobody helps the lirtle guy, Ben says.

Pete! figures there must be a way for him ro make some
Eoney with his new-found powers.
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Peler has a piece of cardboard and a magic uarker. He wrire
HuEan Spider on lhe caldboard. ThiEks abou! i!. Naw. He
turtrs it over and writes... Man Spider.
Naw. \
He gers arorhe! piece and writspider Man.
Naw.
He turns it over to wrire sGi.tring else, then he turns ir bacl
Looks at iL Mrirn"n"n. \J

Cut to the sign teaning$rst a light pole on Li loarau'lr

stans climbing sEeer-lighls and doir
g).nuasdcs. -vtfu-ly quaners, and even sotrle dollars ir
a dlsh nsrt to the Peter works a few hours, staking ou!
some turf b e and a guy using upside-down
plasdc pails a!

Rockaway. Peter hagr.black fish-ner srcckhg over his head.
and dressed a.tl in.b\$starcs climbing. streer-lights.and doi

;;";; tfie" *rt, p.i ,.,. pardes and peter shrugs,
sure. The guy tells him he'll pay fury bucls. but Peter shoul
ger a benei cbstume. '\

Rockaway. Peter ha5

CUT TO Peter working on the
dance-skir at a dance sudio. ed and midnight blue.
With liquid thread he dra web-pa(erns all over iL
black spider on lhe chest.. big red spider on the back

ti-.e fish-net over his head.
u)

O
O

He Eies it oll. Not bad.

Peter, in dass... drawing in nis marrftbook as the teacher
drones ar rhe blact-Uoia. He is dooiltdg a coslune. we se

several bad designs. 
O

ime. He buys a snappy tyr

disguises his features jglt endugh. He cuu eye-shapes out o
black roarerial and gl' 'fs.lllio on... big iack-o'taJltern eyes,
wise ard a linle wi&edTreJ:rir shapel 

'

Izst, he makes wrist pieces our of rwo old watch bands artd
soEe clgarerte lighters which he silver-solders together. Th
do nothing. He will teli everyone he made these high-tech
wrist shooters which sirEulate spider-silk He doesn'! ryant
thero to think he's a freak of naure. They are situaled in sI
a way that his biological spinnerets are ju$ hidden, but
unimpeded. It looLs like the silk is shooring ou! of the wrisl
bands,
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In fronr of the Eirror he pracrices poses. Turning, Catching
the lighr. He works on his voice. lowerhg iL We see hiro
becoEing anorher person. Spider Man is born, our of Perer *
boy. Spider Man is everything Peter is nol.. confidenr, cocky.
Physicd. Powerful. Smooth. \ciy wirh a snappy one-line!:
We see long-repressed aspects of Pete! coming out. belng give
foro anci subslance bei:,infilre masic

\_)
Aunr May, at the baihlqdoor, asks Peter when he is going
be done rehearsing for t{,gplay,.. it's lare. Peter, flustered,
whips off tbe Eask llrevens instantly to hioself. The
fantasy broken \)
Nexr we have 

" 
,aft+q,." of scenes rvhere we see Spider i\Ien

become a publiEh&omenon. He does his spider tricls at at
upscale p;rry... cihrbing walls, swinging across rhe room. Th(
pay him 50 qEtFr A booking agenr sees hiE and wanls !o pu
hiE on a puHd3icess variery show... a kind of Gong Show fo
weird acti. He g-es noticed. irrd b".omgs a kind of i a.m. cul'
favorite. His put-on deep voice becomeE\gural to hin. He
rells the inteMewer thar he builr his wrist-shooters hi.o.self,
and that the webbing fornula is a sGbut that the cheroica
process is siuiiar roiayon. V

CUT TO an opulent mansion in t"S.t,"n. Marble floors.
Priceless art on the wa.tls. Ca.ryl tracking aorough lhe
Iuxurious darkness, to a vast tkig! room wlur a fire burc.ing i
an enormous fireplace. \
One wa.tl of the room is c&Swith TV screens. A FIGURI
watching.ir from a high-lacktd chair. Watching the AEazing
Spider Man on the vaffiyp5ow. A harld appeal-s from behinr
Lire chair-bac!- witii a\t(5lte gesture (ani no reluote) the
hand comEands the TV screens, and they all swilch to the
channel on which Spider Man is perfonoing, Twerry images '

Spider Man on cable as...

The audience claps and *re host males some backhanded
compliment. A ioke ar Spide! Man's expense. Peter, eager to
please, doesn't get iL He does another tric?- The ba:rd strike
up and they go to commercial.

I

:
I

i
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We reveal the figure in rhe chair. This is CARLTON STR'{ND'

He ii in tris earl! fonles and exudes power from eYery-Fo.te:

He is wearing a very expensive cusrora tailored sult. Hls narr ls

rii.Ga ui&]"".v cq uis naits are maniorred' His walch is

;i";;;. ft it itt. ii,"ee of h:cweai$ anained not
inherited.

,r,$r*,r.o.,
CallloIl Sua'l\ You think TrUEP was

big' This gr}lr'Pls bigger' There he
was sittiX{lke a big fal spider at rhe
center of,bid!"reb of Power and
mdgahlrcksY and way out al the edge
he iee\gtris liltle vibrauon.

s..and's eves ,r$r.ing, blazing with a Ealevolenr'*rlll';:tl*a";:t;n:*;*:l'jlfr 
',ffi ]"""il;E?'"',

with a powerful build' naned BOYD. \
STRAND A.

Find-o gt ev:ythine Vor:Qlabout
this SDlOer Man.

andeuls. S
TO SPIDER MAN h"G from the I

O
O

Boyd nods and exils.

CLT BACK TO SPIDER MAN h fiom the radio tower of lhe

world Trade Cenler. We 5eErn perlodicatly lhroughoul
rhe film !o this image of qili

But he wa
any more
friendly neighborhood Spider Man.
At one dlne he was iust a Punk
named Carl... a two doe loser about
to go down for the third titrle. I[ was
about teo Years ago thal Strand 8ot
b,ii cosmic tap on the shoulder...

TEN YF.AXS AGO, NEw lvlEXiCO DESERT:

eyrie.

Carlton Suaad
was always your
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The wind is blowing sand. across a d,esolare suetch of desen 
l'6

highway. Ir is dusk and storm clouds have turned rhe sky
preEaturely black. A single car rockeLing along ar high speed.
Blue and red lights come oveqthe hi.ll behind iL Gainins.

\
Inside Ue car we see a youE_ser and very different Carlton
Strand. He has crummy djhs, a fouiday beard aad a
desperate look in his eye. HE/ta:king ro somebody named
Bobby, trying to keep iliGrselE, but lzou hea! t}te panic in
Suand's voice. \-,
A view of the bacfsefuels Bobby, sluEped in the seal
Bobby has been sfqt ii?re stomach and isir't holding up his
side 5f the conrerQlen. The deserr rolls by unseenly his
sraring eyes. \}
A Highway PafF+ar puils behind Strand's stolen Mercury.
Srrarid firis a!15$t out tle window ar rhem. The runnin! gun-

:::'J::; ;"::::":.:::: ffi il appea! .ver
the hill, lighrs blazing. He nrns outtptdthe scrubby desert
clutching 

-his pistol aid a couple stacHf bills... rhe piriful
score frim rhiir robbery eoni sofi\,
ON STMND, running. He reac]qa fence and climbs over i!.
Nearby is a small cabin, wirh a\| on ir rhat says "Lightning
Field House". A man co
a! him. Strand ignores

t of the cabin, yelling somerhiJlg
on inro lhe desert.

He cones upon a suanggplacE a mile fu(her out. Ir is a field
of stainless steel towelf,.sfligh! rods over a hundred feer high.
There are hundreds of 6cd, in perfefi rows, covering rwo
acres. It ls a concepud art-piece... a sculpture called "The
Ughtning Field". Carl doesn't know rhis. And he doesn'r give a
shlt He stops amongst the towers, exhausted.

The cops reach t}le shack and the guy there rells them tJ:ey
can't go any further... the towers are designed to aEract
lighbing and if rhere's a strike, they'd be loasL

Strand sees lighrning slrobing through the black, rurbulen! sky.
He crouches behind a tower, pandng, gripping his guo. Ready
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ro make a srand. It is full nighr now, a wild howling night filled
wirh the fury of a desen storm. Thunder rolls across the hills.

Suddeniy the Lightning Field Ls suuck As it was designed ro, ir
rakes the energy of the lightni g$ott and distribules it froEc
tower to tower undl the whole thing is blazing with blitlding
elecric alcs in a huge reo$lqlar marix Caughr a! the-ce$rer
of it Suand is cnrciJied by ll$rfuing froro every dilecdon. He is
in a voftex of electric frE*ianever before experienced by a
huEan being. It lifB hilrgE his feet with the power of the
charge. In ught dosgtlp, we see it alcing i$ide his eyeba.lls.
The money drops fr6E his hands... the bills ignidng into
flaldns morhs thal swrllaway on rhe wind.'\

The cops warchGriDrgeous, terrifying disptay.
SEand hils the groAnd, smoking and modonless.
The coDs, wartirlee &roush bin-oculars, know it is over. Ir
begins io rai/qldcuring iheir view. They get out a themos of
coffee and setde in to wait for morning> 

:
ON STMND'S BODY. StiU. Then, incredibly, he sdrs. He sils up,
groggy and disorienled. \)
Suand escapes in the rain. findir#Cin road through the
nearby hilli. He comes to a ranch\+relse with a pickup rru&
He tries the key. Nothing. HerFes the hood and looks... Ihere
is no banery. In a rage he graLltie Ewo baltery cables. The
engine stans to turn over. ie fot-(s at his hands and realizes

ii )

C

the voltage is coming from y. He slarts the car ind
sla-Es i[ into gear!.. teari to rhe ralny night.

He beghs to comprehgl'drGar soEoehow he has bcen changed
by thi powerful iatrixYfu{ectric fields. Thar he now can
geEerate a powerful charge, like an elecrric eel.

CLIT TO STRAND walking imo a back-room !treedng of a few of
his hood acquaintances. It is weeks late! and they are
surprised to see him. They thought he was dead.

He says he was. For a few ruinures. He got zapped by lightning
out ln rhe desen. While running from the cops. Somebody set
him up. The cops were waidng when he and Bobby puiled the
iob. You guys wouldn'r know anlrhing abour d.at, would you?
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He says he died itr the desen and caEe back.. but he caae
back changed. He grabs the leader and srops his hean wirh a
zap to the chest

Then Suand d,eoonsEates hileyrer over iife and death.
He purs his hands on dre ggy's chesr and yeus. iokingly, ,,Clearl"

He zaps hirn again and rh(tbpk's hean starr to bear. He
begins to coEe atou!.d. \J
liorv lhey fear hio. nG*., go for rheir guns. Suand
blasts theE with poge4[ul bursE of elecEical energy, blowing
rheE back against tll1wlls. They collapse, rheir clorhing on
fire. Only the leader i!'[eft, the guy who set Suand up. -
Suand is clearly iQug{ commaid of his new power. He
explains rhar ttlqsS more ro it rhan iusr being able to
generare, channelhd project electrical energy.

H. .- ."r,r"Q@rical energy as well. The world ro hin has
been transformed. Inslead of matter. solid thincs. he sees
energy. A pulsing web of elefiric neidftft can-sense rhe
currenl in the wires iD the walls. By,Jeyrng his hand on a
telephone wire he can "hear" the cofur$arion. By rouchirg a
corD.purer he ca! download the data l h ils hard-drive. His
brain itself has been enelgized...,flt\is now able to follow alld
analyze all these signals. -Tire *ohtul a pulsing circulalory
system of electrical and elefirgragnedc ctrrrents and waves.
In fact... he can't shu[ it out. \)

a
At firsr the din almosr arov$:a Ead. bur he lealned ro be
selective, leamed to conQi energy... self-control and
discipline... not unlike !5ridefuan's jouraey of self-discovery.
Ca.me to grips wi : hi@4parure and embraced iL Discovered
the real truth about poWqf/

The real power, he says, is not force but r'r:fo fiaedon
Then force.

He kills rhe leader of rhe gang and takes hls place.
Bu! he quickly realizes that rhe kiod of criEe these guys were
involved in was ar a penny-anre level. The real rip-offs were
happedng at a much higher level... the multlbillion doflar '

leveraged buyous, corporate nleovers, offshore bank scams.

>
(J
C
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He lakes the resources of the nvo-bit cnrae syndicare and takes
thegl legil Then using his abijiry ro sreal and oaaipulare data,
he builds theE inlo a mega-player. He is uEerly ru*dess,
brilliant. feared. And alurosr -magical in rhe way he knows
everyildng thar is going on. ${ne rhar stands in his way
seerns to conveniendy die of a heart attack

i\
He considers rhe bnrte forLClsplay of power !o be vulga!. The
real power is the poweqApaove the worid... through conrrol of
econoEic forces which\leyond rhe I ?alo of mosr people's
iEagiBa[ion... Dona]ElruEp meels Milken, mixed wirh
hoEicidal psyqhosi{lqkno$rs he is unique in all rhe world,
desdned for greaqresfiesLined to use thi masses of everyday
monais for iris oQpEin.

a€
CIJT BACK TO PREENT, in Strand's mansion. A WOlvlAN enters
the roora. Sf€japtunningly beauUful. The kind of consort you
would expec!6.g,i man of weal*r, power and Esre. This is 

'

CORDELA tie frotions her !o hiE'and-she glides over, bur
srops a foot away. \

STRAND (\
I Eust say, my dear. You\al very
usab.le tonight.

C

She smiles playfully. He cirde,!-fu'r, almost touching her. His
hands move ove! her... fnches\roh her skin. He Ieans dose
and brearhes in her scenl Rut hYcan't touch her.

\
She opens her silk robe. \$neath she is wearlng a rubber
wetsuit. He touches the_rubRr, running his fingeEips over
her. We hear a faint cfc}iipg of elecd-city. Shi seems botir
excited and app rehenslt(;/ -

STRAND
I want you. Nor nrbber.

No, Carl-

Yes!

CORDEIJA

STRAND
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Straad doesn'r like t'he concept of no. He lakes her in his araes
and kisses her. With passion. And Eore... he! hai! stards
srraighr our wirh the elecuosradc charge. She begins ro
convulse, in dny shivers ar fi[st bur rhen like an epilipric.
SuddenJy she goes limp. Her$c5 slare fixediy ar lhc ceiling.

STfuDshit. V
He drcps her on a cou$ands rhere in misery aud isolarion.

Srand has rhe mid{ilch. He has everphing and nothing.
His eiesrical sanqs giE( him rhe power rb maiipulare
cornpuler bank u$Iprs, the stock marker, etc... to make
hirDselJ a billioqlTo sir at the cenrer of the world's grear
eiecEonic web anclfeel i$ vibradons.
So he has ev6rl,ins.vJ-
But he cannot touch another person, oE-shake hands, wirhout a
great efforr of will to conuol i:is elecrihaorendal. And if he
lets his guald down. in an indroate Eqrnent with a woman, he
will kill her wirh the high votrage dfoEbge. His love is deadty.
So he has learned ro liG wido;t lovEViihout the comfon of
human touch, erD.otion, contact. r\.
So he has norhing. \)

(f

He quickly unzips the front o e6uir and puts his hands
under the rubber. ZAP! H arches. He steps back,
scowling, lmpatient. Her utter open and she sruggles
to breath.

rfmH:.q
I don'r knoi/grfu much more of this
I can take, Carl.

PETER STARTS slipping as a srudeoL missing sleep... feeling rhe
strail of a .rrtal life. The only subiect which has iept his -
aftendon is-biology, and he reads voraciously on spiders...
ostensibly for his tera project.

Mary Jare of course hales him for volunteering theo for such a
disgusdng proiecL Thinks he's a geek. He riel to ger her to
see the beauty in spiders... how perfect they are, how amazing,



' how their engineering is astounding, how flawless rhey are as
predators... horv adaptable erc.... how arDazing their web-
makirg abiiify is... rviti the equivalear sEengrh for ils size
gready in excess of sreel... how they car vary the rvidth. speed.
ioctur!, suckiness etc. \ '

He rells her how some splallactually care for their young.
The mother spider ca-o dis!*8i.rish the vibrarions in the web
caused by her own youpg{rom the moveoenrs of prey or
eneo.ies... they "see" bjrforlh. Cobweb spiden perform
suoking motions gn;tr]f"b to call their young,'aod ptucki.rg
mouons to wara thql Ot dange!v
Somerimes rtre: mQrCI cares for rhe young spiderlings by
feeding theE red!E*$a!ed food... Mary Jane is grossed our,
looidng ar hir! Iiklhe iust crawled ou[ from under a rock
higtseif. Sorg€hAv, in all this, he Eanages to make her laugh.
She acruallyHgl !o like him.

Peler is walking out of the schoot wirh h!ry Jane when Uey
are aEbushed by Rash. He star:s !o ridicule Peter, then
threatens him. ieter iust clenches fslew and bacics away.
Peter does not believe in violence... t**re has never rhrown a
punch in his life. It iust wouldln'(Trrro him.

Through a row of bushes he sgrlFlash grab Mary Jane by the
arm and spin her around. Thty il€ arguing. Flash slaps her
:.cross the face. Peter is so gnra!(d his hands snap a four inch
ree limb without him reaiiQEgl

Rash is watking to iris carH gymnasdcs pracice. Ir is dark.
n figure dropsiilendylf,Eryr Uefrina irin. Flash spins and sees
a guy in a black fishnet{g$f Thirking ir is a robbery, Rash
syrings... only !o grab his own fist in pain. it was like hitri[g
o&

Peler holds Flash with one hand and slaps hilo hard.

SPIDER MAN
How do you like ir? Huh?!

He slaps him again; backhand. Then he cocks back his fist and
BIAM!

2t

'- .'il

.)=>=

O
O

o



t-

-5=

:-"'

.a)^>-=

:l
lt:..f.rs Fhsf. s. h.\:i f.. Llls',1r. ftt'. 1i'l pl.',r:'.',1',.'. u;. it.r
him in a painJul amlock... marches him to his beloved Porsche
and slaEs him brutally against it. He pounds Flash into the car
unril rhe iock collapses, semi-{onscious. Peter then rips a sign-
posr our of rhe ground and p&t{s the car into iunk Glass flies
evewwhere.

,.,.r,.r* close to Flash S"u, hio to slay away froo Mary
Jane...orelse. A
Cur ro Perer running-Ee slops around a corne!, out of sight. In
darkress he sunds igntng... looking dovm at his hands. He
rubs his knucldes- 

--'
\.

=s 
SPIDER l.'{.AN (v.o.)

I wond& if every hero remembers
qfeig{int punch. weil I do. Maybe
iM3j/a[ tire builies, over the ye-ars,
kicking the skinny kid aror.rqd. AII
thar st-ored up raie lust cadhtrt so
fasr it was scary. For a sgl& second I
iusr wanred to kill hio. il'siA good'rtring 

his car was there. it#iys
hared tha! PorschP ,\.-\)

Peler is gasping, shaking withPeter is gasping, shaking with,txption. He feels like this
srarge po',,/er flowing throug\i), has unleashed deTons.

Bur rhe scariest rhing of all was...
bdting rhar iock burthead felr Sq
d2rrn sood.

Peter takes rhe subway to Manhattan. Changes in a rest-room.
Soon, Spider Man is roaming the roofrops of the most dramaric
city in the world, The high-rises of Mar&arlan become his
domain. He swings acloss the concrele and glass canyons,40
floors above the street. with ease and grace. It becomes a kind
of private odyssey, where he can go an)ryvhere and observe the

->
That he is becoEing so g E! doesn't recognize. He doesn'!
realize tha! these priEal fo within us all... and the
power, like ihe power of d... gives us the pdssibility of

l'{AN

l

!

t

acdng on those dark
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endle specEruu of huroan behavior li]<e a ghosl He sees
businessmen, cops, hookels, secretaries. iunkies, car lhieves.
Eiuionailes... all jammed togerher in lhe conclete Eaze. He
watches. unnodced, through high-rise windows... as a rDan
sclea:Ds at his children, aia &{qUfU *toEan works out. as a
niddle-aged !ra$ drinks himself into a stupor cr)lng, as a
yourg woEan plays with e/!I!h)/. His 17 year old Eird can't
Er.ile much scnse of it. tr'\,gime hJ\ c sJ nrudh' !'thc!s so
limle. Why there needsii..Re so lluch pain.

Peler cooes into his lqclJrhrough lhe window, in his streer
c]olhes, ar z a.ro. tf iilc on the bed... and lhe door opens from
the ha-u. Ben comes iHrd si$ in a chai!. He doesn't iurn on
rhelighr. \

S erN
I jdl91 I'm no! very good al the
fhifgitning, Pete. You came into my
lue twenty years Past my p+me
dme... and I know you're wArling
with things now that I ca{t help you
with much. I was your fhgc!-. I
know, it's hard to irDagin*{nd it
was lhe tDost Paidula@atusing dme
of my whole life. I'rE llql.Boing to
pretend to have all\answers.for
you, but I want yoNotnow we're-here 

for vou. Miv anE. You can
talk to ui. If yofufaving probleEls,
we'll understa\

Peter watches his uncl{fgSbling for the words. He nodces
[har, Ben's hands are sffift. Hi is touched. But how can he
tdl theE what's going onin his head? Being a teenager in the
90's is cooplex enough... Ben is obviously thinking drugs, sex,
gaogs... bur this Spider Man thlng would be impossible to
explain. He doesn't even understand it hiosdf. Because he
doesn't understand all the forces at work in his mind, conscious
and sub<onscious. He thanks his uncle and tells him
evergling is okay.

Ben leaves lhe room, knowing he has failed.

-
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Peter unbuttons his shirr. Under it is rhe Spider Man cosruEo.e.
He looks ar rhe spider eEblem drawn on his chesl He rales
rhe mask our of his back pocker and holds ir in his hand. The
eyes seelD to slare back a! hi\
CUT TO Spider Man, creepilgaround a high-rise. He sees a
man and a woEan argulDeL The tr1an stafls bearing up on her
in a drunken rage. Peter cdtYsund to watch She cries ana
rries !o run bu! the guxQa(bes he!.., hits her again. A::d aga:-n.
The next time he dlaws\tk his fist, he feels somerhing grab it
a:1d turns... l\
There is a g,ry in gn\/,f,ere! Perer decks rhe guy wi(h one
punch. It feels goQtc male a difference. To mete out a little
iusdce. To helpless...

Which is whfif{ thinking ar rhe exacr momenr rhe womarl
smashes a frrtfi&$an down on his head from behind.

WOMAN

..rl

C

Leave luy husband a]on"i- ,
Now they're borh beadng on him, anhid reueac in confusion.
This Spider Man thing is going tofiB\arder rhan he rhoughr.
People sure are complex. He has tujhysical powers, bu! not
(he,^'isdoE. YeL d\,
Spying on Mary Jare, tire girl-h* dreims. He discovers rhat
he' home life is a living hell.Eh mean-spirited and abusive
pa!en!s. Mary Jane is desftilly unhap;y... living behind her
mask of rhe popular girl Shelas no one ro shale her pain.
Peter is sruck by tne {ra*ft in rheir Bvo lives.

Peter 'lakes rhe big riEoe. A syndicared variety show, on one
of t}le local hdependenr stadons. The host introduces Spider
Man and nobody comes on Ure sEge. A beat.., and t}ten peter
(in costume) drops from the suge ceiling right toward the
audience, which screams. Peter swings and iands deftly on the
srage. He does some amazing Spider s!uff... swinging, web-
shooting, acrobadcs.

AJter his appearance on $e show, Spider Man is leaving
baclstage when he is approached by the most beauliful woma$
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he has ever trret. Cordelia. She appears out of the shad,orvs and
halds hirt a note. lt says: THERE ARE OTHIRS UKE YOU.
There is an addless and dme for a rendezvous if he wans to
Iearn more.
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He looks up and the woman is gone. He nu$ out the backslage
door and sees her getting iiltbr+ IiEo in the a.lley behi.ad rhe
srudio. He reaches rhe carlb.ras it is pulling away.
SUCCe::ly a hand grabs lris\ and spins hiB around.
He confionrs a sol-idly U\$)uV in a uenchcoat, a har pulled
down ro shadow his p]<l eyes. BOYD. His hands are huge.

Peter tries to ,h*gohCe grip, and is sulprised thar he can't.

C,;tntel Sandlll#y'
Boyd slams Spider Man in the jaw with aroundhouse
na'ymaler. If feels like concteie. That'frlsause Sandman can
sofren his body into sand, or hardentIly parr of it inro rock, arw'i11. q)
Spider Man is slammed back agailEt<Ie alley wall. Boyd clips
him again. then gur-punches him)daybling hin over. One more

He looks up, groggily. He wsEis guy is more lhan human.

He punches Boyd sromach... bu! his fist sinks in up ro rhe
d ou! and sees that i! is covered wirh...elbow. He p

Sand. Huh??!l

Peter yells ; nd leaps up, pui a-ll the force he has into a
roundhouse which could ough [he side of a lluck
It calcbes Boyd squarely_in
AIld goes right throug{

lapel of hls coat. Then laughs eerily.
His face dissolves again. into sand, which runs down... his whole
body losing its form, dropping inro a puddle of sand, which
drains through a gradng dowir into some lunrel below rhe
alley. 0n1y the coat and hat remain. and a few grains of sand
blowing in the wind.

Peter is duobfounded. He is not alone. There are others with
sEange powers. But it is cold comfon if they ale bastards like

O
O
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rhis sand-guy. He limps down the ailey to where he stashed
his clorhes and *ren dilobs into rhe nighl.

The nexr day Peter learns thar making money as Spider Man rs

harder rhar:. he rhought. Thil(shoivs can'i pay him cuh, so
he has rhe sleazy booking agenr cash rhe checks for hi.m. Perer
qers his uncle len to ctrivffin to the hooking agent's huildihg
under sone pretense. He $r{ in alone and changes tnto hrs
coslutre in a restrooulrlrler goes in to coliec his Eoney and
rhe guy is broke, out ol$giiness. The guy teiis hfur to bear it.

ACENT
Go airead.lou want to ca.ll the cops...
cau 'e$t'm sure rhey'll be happy ro
DreGiirces for vou. The secondDreaRiirces for vou. The second
ion th oif rhar ituoid mask and-Sfonthem 

some ID.\JI
Peter doesn'! wan! anyone to know whqSpide! Man is. He
doesn't wanr to be revealed as Peter Pd[lr, the freak He
wants to spare his aunt and unds the lumiliarion. As long as
his idenriry is sec!e!, *ren people cig fr on thinking the web-
shooaers are trran-rnade giz!oos... 4ndl:6t a part of him which

C
O

he can no! take off.

tu Perer is leaving, he encou!*r5{a robbery in progress on t}le
same floor. The Uief is weartrng) ski.mask He does a double
tale at Peter... two masked-c,uvs slaring a! each other. Peter
no ces rhe thief has a tattoNtf a cobri on his hand.

The thief runs p"rt r ,rL"Hown rhe srairs. A securiry guald
runs up... a fat guy w(olq no chance of catching the criEina.l.
He recognizes the Spid(rJdan cosrune and tells Peter to go ger
the guy because he can't. Peter, deieced and pissed off,
shnrgs.

SPIDER MAN
Ir's not trly iob.

Peter secrerly changes and rerums to rhe parking lot !o meet
his unde Ben...
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Only ro find a soall crowd of peopte gathered around someone
Iying on the ground. It is his Unde. He has been shot in the
Chesr by a car-iacker who pulled him oul of his car and took
off. Peter watches him die before the aobulaace gets [here.

\
A randoEo criEe, Senseless. Hald to solve.
Perer becoEes obsessed wiilJipding his unde's klller.
Using his Spide! Mafl skills}.Jegins a one-tran rnanhunl For
rhe first dEe we see hirprqing his new powers for a non'
:eifish end. He spies oritfu|police, ta]<ing what lhey knol

He uacls rhe guy
Perer dlops into
sees hist.

a warehouse and goes in to get hio.
with ttle guy... who laughs when he

Without waEring the guy grabs a gu43nd shoots a! Peter, who
reacrs without t[irrtitrg, acr"tty ao@ tfre Uuuet. The thief
keeps firing and Spider Man Eaoves lilL'dghhing, dodging the
rounds as he leaps... nring hG wftd ierking the gun out of
lhe guy's hand. He grabs the kjlle\.rd slams him agains! lhe
wall... wandng to pound the lilFegt of hiE. He hauls back his
fis! to smash the guy's face in.\)
And sees rhe cobra tattoo orthe-oack of his hand.
FIASHBACK: the guy in theB The tattoo. The guard lelling
h.i!o to catch the guy. \}
Peter realizes it is the lfiiiryho ran past him in the building.
lf he had stopped hilo b(B/his uncii woutd still be alive. Hi
could have done ir. The power, the speed, the sEen$h, to do
iL.. all his now. But he didn't use it responsibly, The crushing
weight of $e responsibility that goes with power suddenly
descends on hio.

He releases the guy, his anger gone. He is overwhelmed by
guilt. He raises his hands and shoots webbing all over the guy.

CIJT TO two cops driving through the park- Spider Man drops
doH.n in their headlights, \vilh the killer over his shoulder. He
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slaEs Ure guy, bound in webbing, onto lhe hood of lhe car and
reils thero he is rhe killer of Ben Pa!ke!. Peter eypecrs to see
some iusrice done...

But the cops aren't about !o tir.ghe word of some whacko in
r.ights. The kille! is wailing and trying to get free, saying rhis
critzy guy ued hiE up, HESThe cops rell Peter to pull off rhe
mask He won't. They tell:rg" to come to the stalion with
thea. They put handcyf,ton hin and surt to take hil! in.
Peter becoEes furious..\!,;| he is being ueared like the -

crioinal. ',vhen he hal&lved the criEe and broughr lheE lhe
murderer. When hdlela, the cops get rough., v
Spider Man br;al&he handcuffs and hurls the cops arvay from
him. They la-'rdq& pavertren!, and go for lheir guns. Peter,
curslng, leaps intolhe darkress, carching a sEeedighr. swinging
up to a roofffi,a,rd vanishing. The bruised cops are amazed. -'v)
Thar night a loca.l TV srarion, owned bfJ. JONAH JAMESoN,
runs a story on the evening news that tfit eops were assauited
by the rnysterious character known aS $e Spider Man.

Thus begins Spider Man's feua witn*ops and .Jameson. fris
media nemesis. This can be devdllqd over ensuing scenes as
Perer accepts the mande of crime>f,glter.

Pete.r-goes afrer o-im-inals nor@ a vengeance. He wans the
rvorld to have some iusdce^somErhins rhaE seems ro be
lacking everywhere he look$
spider Man beco*u. 

" *H and-crine wave. He goes afrer
ciooks so single-m.indq(L,Epd dciously rhat we fear fir him...
for what tre ii becominll.l$ seeos ro feed on it, going a linle
uuB. He m.akes enem.ies of vinually everybody. Except for a
few grateful victiEs or near-vicdms. Maybe it was all rhose
years of being the hclplcss geek, kickcd around by rhc
schoolyard bullies, wirh no one to prolect hinl. No farher. No
older brother. Now he wants to be the big sEong older brorher
ro world. Fix it all. Let there be no rEore victiEs... no more
pair. As long as he has tJris suength, lhese senses... he's going
to go for it.

One night he sees cops beadng the shit out of a guy.
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He inretr/enes and webs up the Elvo cops.
Now Spideraan is officially a wanred crimina.l.
AJld Pete! has crossed a line... rvith the realizadon rhar jusdce
is soroerhiJrg tha! exists only Ln the mind... not in a uniforE or a
badge or any symbot which ohsgciery ses up to represen! ir.

And now, as a feion, he caGale any more public
appearances for money. HhJack to squale one... broke.

perer feels ou,..r,. r.rr$d- Eisunderstood... ans*ur"bld
only to hiEself.., doesn't have the answers. He is alone
in a rooral wast ut a map or coEpass. He is torally
isolated... with'no to talk ro, wirh rio one ro confide in
who would whar's going on inside hiE-

He needs someoneat tell hi!tr wha! to do, what to be. And

vigilante?

rhere is no-ogf.{e tries to ignore his powers... and the path of
non-commiu$d1gls the gu r-and pain bf his uncie's dearh. He
realizes he must accepr responsibility Ttse his gifrs. bu!

The cops wan! hin. He can't go *o.(hrih rhem. Does he
ignore'the crime and injusticJgoing Elldround hi.E or becone a

a
O

a
When he stops criminals in thg.al, the cops hare him more for
maldng theo look ineffecdve. \)
He is condeloned in tne me$E vigilanle.

J. Jonah 1e"'656t1, using drRldia, shades the story, cleadng a
threal.. going for the da;k sitt, peddling fear. Fear of the
spider, w:hicti lurrs in €ltric
And fear sells. Jameson is gecing radngs. Ir's a good story and
he's going to work it as long as he can.

Oh, and incidently... he srill has ro deal wirh the actual bad guys
themselves, who rvant hio. dead. Hd's huning their business.
He's got them looking over rhei! shoulders. All the gangs in the
ciry, and the mob, the crack dealers, t}le Colombians,
everybody... they all have a grudge against this guy.
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Ar rhe saEe lirEe. in some neiEhborhoods, he is a local legend.
Crine is down, and the friendly neighborhood Spider l'{an is a
weicoEe sighl Ard everyone wan6 19 sirim hirtr.

Black kids think he's black fihfte kids while. Hispanic erc.

"spidey man ain't no whi&te. He roo down. Whar I'm
sayin. You see his Eooves? Hldefinitely a brorher."
"No way, horue. He's afrre. l'Iy brolher knows a guy lhar
talked to hiEl once, Dlai\-t
Irdiars sav he's Italie-
Gays ttrinli he's gay.\)
Perer, working *rfrtury 3"n" ro tinrsh rhe scrence pro,ecr,
Ciscovers lhat q+ big Spider Man fan. She thinks he is
mysterious and ror anuc... someone with courage and
conviction. fryirhe relates to his need for a misk. To keep his
utner sel.r prl?4r9/

Perer wants so m,rcfr to teil her... bur hlb't no* lhar he is a
wanted criminal.

He fotlows her afier school 
"na 

,U. $Uy helself ro her
private place. The place she goe{Qhink None of her friends
even know abour i!. He watches hr*lom a high place.

/\.
ON MARY JANE, walking homLg$ is being followed by some
punks. They accost her. Tkfe is no one around ro help. She
screams and they drag her ol.the suee! into an abandonedjunk-yud. S
Suddenly, Spider Man lfF.tre. He trounces the atlackers and
webs d:dm up. He kaoii/$& now that withour a criroe acrually
ta.king place, Lhe cops won't even hold lhese guys, so all he can
do is warn theE.

-

SPIDER lvlAN
If you wonhless chunks of vomir
show your faces around here again,
['ll decorate ruy ChrislEas tlee wi&
your intesdnes. Got it?
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They ger iL They're srill wonhless chun]G of voEir. but a!
Ieast rhey'11 be somewhere eise.

He picks Mary Jane up and w[isks her through the air.
swingi$g froo roof to roof. Inlc wild fanrasy ride for her...
like a dreala. He nles heryo rhe rop of the world... literally.
The stainless steel giobe f@ire '6i Wortd's Fair in Flushing
Meadow Park. They sit up!-fe in dle Eoonlight. She Eetls
agaiasr him. And withlrr.gonJideDce which the trlask giyes
hiE... he kisses her... tlilcJdh rhe fabric. Ir is a render,
sensuous tnoluent.

PETER, in costu:D
Cordelia and S

reladonship of
begins the mos! iEportant

ogodto the rendezvous point. He is me! by

O
C,

Suand is loqfg6for others like rum. Exceprional people.
people who fie{!.rteen touched by fare. thiough si:ue cosmic
fluke. People who have been given son€ power which elevates
rheo above the reeming massEs. He aefirbes finding Boyd,
who was doing nickel and diEe banliqbs witlr his new powers
as Sand Man. \-\
Boyd apparendy was a low-paid @ttenance Ean at a big
-iiitary'researitr project having tU-ltning ro do with SDL
Thev were exDerimentinc witbr!{uanrum Dhvsics effec! ca.lled
biloiarion. Tirey thoughi trrelsqla find tunnels in the fabric
of space. and uanspose mar4gr berween the wo ends o[ the
tunnel... essendally telepon&n. And *!is would be a really
neat way ro delivei a weaffiayload to the bad guys, inside
deep bun*ers etc.

weu, Boyd ,r", roirrg s@ipes in a service lunnel under lhe
Igaln iloor of the experiment and nobody told maintenance that
day that they Jvere going ro test the big collider that generates
the bilocadon effecl

Soaehow, things went wrong. There was a nrnaway reaclion,
then an explosion, and Boyd gor hit by tle effecr He
EansubsEndated with the sand undernearh hiE1 in the
crawlway. His moleorles and tle sand molecules look on each
other's chaJac!erisdcs.

11, , c^.'!, , .. i! I 1: i.ir,. '- .'" ' lt,
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Boyd wasn't happy about whal happened. Especially when he
rold rhe proiect doctors and lhey wanred to lock hiitr up and
srudy hito. So he dissolved out under the door, and escaped.
They even tlied to shoot hi?isl. bu! the bulles wen! riglt
through. He turned from a uh1-spirited lifile guy with no
Dower to a rtrean-spiriled guy wit! infiedible physical power.
i{eedless ro say he wasredfii\iae abusing iL

\J
FI-ASH BACK SCENE: Bgt{Iobbing an ataored car. The guards
fire inro his body, but dalylpuJfs of sand Eark the exit wounds.
He rurns his fist into/rJock-hard sledge-hao.urer. lt acrually
looks tike a sledge-tftp:{er. He swings it,. klocking fte guards

I! iS STRAND.

flying. ln a fufy hle bFs his way through lhe steel doors of
the truck and taIRIF money bags.s
CUT TO: Boyd in ftheap hotel room. On the lam. He has some
sracks of morrlie$5om the robbery on a dresser. A tough-
looking girl tslgDed nexE to hi!E. He is drinking vodka straighl
and looking about ready to eat a snakq
He gets upio find another botue. The lilhbrushes distastefr:.lly
ar[he sand in the bed. She hates sa2{\[1t the bed.

There is a kaock and Boyd warity ansHs the door.s

O
C

lN THE PR-SEIIT, Strand describes how he took him in, and
showed hin a beuer way. no\$ real money was Eade.
Now Boyd is Suand's right-lg,nd,-his enforcer. He dpologizes

Spider Man had.the ba]| to IIEhr back wheo the adversary was
as sEong as he was. V)

for Boyd's behavior the othQt4ht, but he felt it was necessary
ro ger Spider Man's attenQlgganldy, he was curious to see if

Peter realizes how much he has charged. How much the mask
has changed hi.r:t. He did fighr back. He acted on his anger...
and his anger made him fealless.

What does SEand wan[? Somehow he senses, though he does
nor kno'., who Spider Man rea.lly ls, tha! he is young.
Suaad wanrs to u](e hiE under his wing. Teach him.
fuid Peter, needing a father figure, is seduced by rhis. S[and
has had years to ponder rhe narure of his gifts, and he is so
brillia-nt. The things he says ma]<e so much sense.
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SrIand beiieves rhar lhey are e\lraordinary individuals ioined
by fa!e. Tha!'s why he sought out lhe SandEan... and now
wanE Spider Man !o join. Out of 5 billion people. they ale rhe
specid ones... not frea.ks, butdlsters... each created by a flu.ke
of technolocy. It is sorae new fora of evoludon.

suana invites hio ro the D",,r" lunsion. Peter has never
seen such opulence. S*Ed sips a trlardni and sEokes the _

elecuic eels in his huge\g)arium. Peter srares around a! -

Eillions of dollars qrq,b of art and antiques.

stand savs tt i *lolltia.r Man costume and characrer are
pretry juvenile, afuerits to know who he's really ralking ro
hese. He asiG R) remove *re mask but Peter rvon't.

Suand expa:f-saqr his vision of the ''special ones".'vl
J

The huddled masses exist. in their vicio{ls ignorance and
liniradons, to lift a few exceprional pedpllon rheir shoulders.
However unwillingly. A.
;;;;;;:vorution is .r" . ,he hishest coE!!!on
denominator, not the lowesl

O
O

Narural selecrion honors the effrient oredator. And Soider
Man has *re insdncs of a prebc4g). The rop of rhe fooa cnain
is always held by the most {yanced predators thar millions of
vears of evolution could orolihe--- noble creatures Iike tIe
ivotf and rhe lion, not the$unching herd beasrs..

we honor comoecitlorifu? we honor tJte winners.-' 'Y7_ 
',But for every winner rhErriEust be a thousand losers. I!'s a

law of nature. So you must ask yourself... aE I a winner? 0r a
loser?

I! is the teEptatlon of power. A carefr:lly rationalized
seducdon. But Peter also sees a kindred spirit in SEand. A
gifted and misunderstood outcasl Alone. Peter feels so aione
he needs thar coEpanionship. And it keys in psychologicaly...
the father figure. The older brother.
Someone who understands hirs.
Cares about hi!:.. Doesn'! think he's a freak
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we are trrore than human. you and I. Not less. We deserve
wharever we can tale. lt is the oniy uue law. The law lhat
existed for hatf a biliion years before the laws of man.

,\
Cordeiia comes on to Peter, r,ving !o ge! h.il! lo rel&Y.
sua$d watches as Corde.li*?bes her ddng. Peler is starling to
ger a bad vibe. Suand taktblm aside and says if Peter ioins
him he can have his fillAcordelias. lhey cotrle with the
rerrirory. \-\
Suand holds a.lightGbrby its base, berween nvo fingers. He
hoids it over Petel's hEf; and makes it giorv,

\-
<-\'srneNo

Stanin-!<o ger the idea, kid?

Spider Man #0.', not inlerested in a girl with values that
sirewed up, aitrire's not sure he likes tiand any more elther.

\
Srand mates the Eistal<e of going lqfasl. Of assuming that
Perer will accept his amoral view of SByorld iomediately.
when Perer finds ou! that SEand is aa:dok, he says they are
enenies. Suand says Spide! Maq'Gqnot aJford any more
enemies. As a denonsradon helks,is Peter across the room
with a bolt of power, stunningrEiEt. He ries to reEove Peler's
masK bul Peter fights back \- 'l
He dodges energyilasts by&aiif,g to the ceiling, t}re wails, erc.
Each blasr cosrs Suand muliB\as he deslroys his own place,
growing Eore fnrsuated fit*ries to hit Petei and can'L The
ipider iense is keeping himlist ou! of the line of fire.

Boyd comes in ana uekfiage intensifies. Peter gets zapped
and alEosr loses coRsciousness. He shoou a web, snagging the
huge aquariuo, and topples it in an explosion of glass and
thousands of gallons of water which cascades around Sffand's
feet. SEand is reEporarily shorted out. The eels flop
helplessly.

Spider Man ducks the Sanci Man's blows and leaps through a
window our inro the night. Boyd cannor follow.
Srand looks around the demotished room. He is pissed off but
intrigued.

-
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He picks up some of Pere!'s stray webbing. Pulls on ir lvith all
his suerr$h. Can't breal ic Hromma.

Srand begins a campaigrr !o \yin Spider Man.
Firsr he buys lhe TV sradon an]a,ives J. Jonah JaEeson an
unliEoiled budser to bash Spider Man.-c\

srR.4td
Here is whalaelr wiU do. You will
fixare on SpilggMan. You will

ealed. He is a Eenace
Trust me. your ratings

He gers lhe ,ft) "" 
network. and. into rhe major magazines

and papers owned by his media conglogrerale.

Suand's agenda is to Eal<e the world-such a hosdle place for
Spide! Man that Spidey witl be drivdq blck to hiE. Strlnd can
siy, see how fuckdd ui people are? SEfiow frightened and
dangerous they can be? He wanrjlb{our Spidey on
humankind. \)
Then he wanls to be there forSas the only one who
undersrands whar it is to bodifferen! from rhe herd. To be
rruiv alone. \\.s-
He even gets thugs to dlEss uE in knock-off Spider Man
costuEes and rob stor{srElar people up. Push down old ladies.
There is a proliferadonYt$idlr Man sighrings, all negadve.

Now even the neighborhood people don'r tn:sr Spidey. Wherr
he Eies to help they tell him to ger losr.

To make rnaners worse, his costume got wrecked in the big
fight with Strand and Sandman. Can't be fixed. He goes looking
for a new suir and...

Incredibly, Spider Man has become so popuJar rhat his costume
is avallable in a specialty slore for 120 bucks. They even have

devore ey&ry progra-o solely to him.
You-wiil lor]esr undl [his. tpsycnqpaLn rs aresleo ano. n:,s
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his size. Peter shFrgs and buys ir. lvhat $e heck lr's made 
-15

bener than hls old one an).!vay.

He gers the flu one day and h&srjli has ro go our and do rhe
Superhero bit. He's swinghffrttr building ro building and has

:1:,o, 
on a ledge and $r$p. A black kid sticks his head

(tL.
Hey yo, hey\*pidey. S'up, man?

G,r.* r*
I've c\I'nu.

\;zuo
Hqy yeah. 's'goin' around, man.

rhe ua goes* in. His rrom asks who you Ealking !o?

KID \

>

Spidey got rhe flu, maEFqe puking
on Lhe fire escape- \)

MoM .c\
Well you tell hiEl ro "sflri€y" his ass
on cver to the nexat{ldins and
thr:w up rhere. ShLiJs baf enough
wirh the wino's 

\Se neighborhood...

Peter is d.isheanenea by ftfrgrateful response of rhe general
populace to his well-mg3nr ariempls. And then he hits a slring
of bad luck, where hisInr6../enLion Eakes rhe siruaLion worse,
because of his tack of fpertence in huroan afiain... rhe
sheltered science nerd gets a rude educa on in the ways ofthe
world. He comes in contac for the fi6t dE,e with rhe pain,
desperadon, and frusEatlon which causes criminal behavior.

Perer will have a cisis of faith, where rile burden of the
world's ills becomes so overwheLming that he feels paralyzed,
His new power is panially abou! tie power ro see, ard the
responsibility to nor rum his head away- he can go inro rhe
shadows, look in the windows, walch us all from above... and he
will see huEan nature for what it is. He will enter a morai
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cll!, lvhere it is hard for a well-meaniag crusader to iulllp in
and help or save when the victims must be saved froml-
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rhetlselves, or frorD a socierylvhich grinds theE down. And
how can one Inan, one boy rClg make a difference? The de
of iniusEice and pain is too !reat... too overwhelEing.

Like an avalanche trruae$own on hio... ,.rn.u t 
" 
rr.* ,o

rhjr:k *rere are no goo{Freple to save. Only varying degrees
of bad. That the whole$is a toiler of greed and dark
passions. A.
;::::',".. in*Srr,o'na out rtrar rhey are ius. a
bunch of kids, Iikd$rEself. One of the kids runs, trying to
escape, and sli&lA fire-escape. Peter Eies to catch hiEo bu!

'. One of the kids runs, trying ro

he car't. The kid 6lts the stee! and dies.

C'

Jusr kids. N#E 8g some Eoney in a tough lvorld. Just like hi.!tr.
The line benvqglood and evil is gerring blurred.

Aunr May can'r raake the hous. p.yrnultn iust he! sociai
securily check Not wirh Eedical bill( niling up. Perer is going
ro have ro ge! a iob. Let's see... theri(s Hpza Hur. Or rhe car
wash. Or..,-mm--. There's a.tways &?1O,OOO dollals in
rwendes and fifdes sitting on the(Bffge table of the drug-
dealer's house he iust dropped in}/
There won't be any objecdoa lrq the drug dea.lers, who are a.ll
webbed up and wairing for th\ft {who wiil rake credir for
rhe bust). \
And 6ere's the uroney. \
Goon.t*eit. \:
Aunt May needs tlat dEyation. Her medicare won'! cover it.
Wiry should she sufferlf,{din? Maybe d.ie?
There's the money. Nobody would krow.
Splder Ma$ cafl move like a ghosl
And Pete! would have a little extra cash.
Stop havirg to ride a Etoped or ta]<e the bus.
He could buy a car... and uke a girl on a real dare.

That would show those sosh bun}reads with rhe dendsts and
lawyers for dads... the smirking laughter of ail t}te Mindys md
Mandys and Sandys would finally srop ringing in his ears.
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He is hovering on lhe brinl( of going over t}re line... of becoiaing
a critainal hiEself. He sees the opponunides righr in fronr of
hio. lt would be so easy.

CUT TO: TOP OF THE WOzu.fiT$DE CENTE8...

Spidey's lonely vigii. Sril (hjUg upside down. over dle world
of brighr ligh6 and chaos. v

I figuredlelng your friendly
neighbofrgo! Spider Man would gerl' .v '.
easieras I w=nr along. Well... I'u
waidnNs

CUT TO SPIDEB M.St, his hand reaching slowly for the stack of
bius. He lool6 jtp the eyes of rhe drug dealer.v)J

SPIDER N,I.AN \
wha! lhe hell are you tooUrfih? t

He leaps ou! the wind.ow t"i,i, ,t 
" 
ro@

CUT TO next morning. A parkinfB.rin a bad neighborhood.
tupha.lt, chainlink and graffi tti. Rltabtaying baskerball.

,\.
Suddenly hundreds of bills coh4,lunering do,.vn into frame
like green snow, scanering &{ and wide on the wind. The kids
chase rhe biils up and downElbtock. h is an instanr
celebradon in the :vhole r@ttorhood, Somebody looi6 up in

.. -'iUEe to carch a glimpseJf a rEd and blue figure swinging
between rooflops. U)

SPIDER MAN (V.O.)
What was I gonna do? Track down
all the crac.kheads and give it back?
Anyway, I ligure rhere's more rha$
one way to be a saint in this world.
Bur I've gotta reu you. even fighring
saadman was easier than urning
that bag upside down.

I'IAN
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:v1earrwhile, Srrand is analyzing the Spider l'{an sighrings and
inodents. He of course. inowi whici: ones are rea ani rririih
are faked to discreCit Spidey. He has his analysis people plor
everfhing on a map of the glearer New York area and they see
quickly thar Spider Man's acdliges seelu to cente! on Queens.
SEand tells his Einions to concenEate their search *rere.

CUT TO Mary Jan. aoing$ irr,erview. She is inEod.uced, as a
local high-school gill yfflL,bas acually rder and talked ro rhe
Spider Man. She has cbrgiforward, she says, because stcis

SPIDER MAN-
Do you srill trust me: Q

Her answer is a kiss. Sweet and {&$u1... lheir lips separared
by the sheer fabric of the mask. \rJcan feel his brea[h on her
face.

CUT TO: The Brookl;,it Bridge. A sunning aerial shot. A dny
shape swinging in an arc, racing past the suppon cables,
sweeps toward us. It ls Spidey, wirh MJ in his arms, He shoots
another web sEand, swings to one of the stone towers, and
races up the side. She is lighr as a feather in his arms. She
screans like a kid riding Colossus, in fear and exhilaratioo.

They pass us. Her screaiD,s condnue, fading as he carries her
up ro &e dizzying heighrs above us.

ouuaged by the he is taking in the media. Spider Man
saved her, she
and we should

he is a kird, genrle man. He is a hero,
he is here.

MARY JANE to her private spot. She is silting,
rhinking, when sh
SDider Man.drcEs
rudd"n pr".tfud
his hand to help he! up.

somelhing behind her. She turns as
down to her, and gasps, sErded by his
She feels a rush of excitement as he offers

-

Where are

It's a



-rn

=2

.,

-

+0
ON TOP OF TI{E BRIDGE TOWER. Hold a bea!. lve hear screa.Es
approaching. Spidey appears and sels her on rerra firma. She
clings to hitr1. IooKng down and around in wonder.
lle has put the world at her feet.
She can't believe rhis is happltilg ro her.

In a dizzying down-angle r{Gqe how lhe suspension cables all
rueer radially at the top of trrtower... li.ke lhe lhreads of soEe
vasr spider web, Pete! ?4MJ seem to sit at rhe very cenler of
the web, surrouoded bNlsrligbts of &e ciEy. Ir is a war-dl 

_

spring righL And tl!.qoBent is pure Eagic.

She srands wirh. h95 lhlagainsr a gilder, needing !o feel
something solid. SQ-dgr Man srands before her, a perfecdy
formed male siJbqr&.e wirh a soolhing Iow voice.

\
(a SPTDER l'{AN

Ctd$rhip among spidels is highly
rirualized. Ir varies from spgcies !o
species. The Eale spider m&ircle
the female, or wave his front legs... to
signal rhar he is nor preQ

Spider Man moves in a hypnodc afhlround her. He raises his
hands in a dance-like movem,ent.\q5iers rhem.

SPIDERfu
The female usu41y ffiais ner
willingness by ari$characterisdc
passiviEy. \}

MJ tales a deep breatlft lip rrembles. Her knees are
weak Her eyes, dough/e/ stLady, gazhg ar rhe silhouelre
before her. She doesn't move or speak. He moves closer.

SPIDER MAN
In cenain crab spiders, such as
Xysr,icus, rhe male will aEach sEands
of silk ro rhe female... tying her
liabs...

Spider Man rnoves his hand gracefully across he!, and she sees
rhe sheeresr silk webbing glinring in t.he Boonlight. First one
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rvrist. Then rhe other. Hypnodc movemen! in the moonlight
Her arms are bound to the wall. Her breadring gets more;apid.

SPIDER MAN
Since rhe female &'h.$reak free ar
any dme, lhe bonds have only
symirotic siS::r$ce.

l+*RY JANE
The male E\L!e very bold... ro rake
such libgiiqs wirh lhe predarory
teDale. \-\

\srnrnunN
Yes.qt)} very bold. Bu! he l!,usE
also lrBt her.
( An" moves very ciose)

C)tsl,rour eyes.

He relaoves his mask and kisses her. flhrmourhs very slowly
and very sensuously devour each op45.

Peter and MJ are locked logether. H\Jmesmerizing, 8ende,

lfffifil. 
r" pushes up trer skir$ev raake love, hish above

She doesn't look (\

CUT TO MARY JANE tr," nealiit school. She is humEing
happlly as she lets a tarantrhalk over her arm in the science
ro6ir:.'Two of her sosh gftQ}rds come up an4 are coropletely
grossed ouL They ulk3bouPPerer Parker havlng a negative
effect on her, that shef$pming a nerd like him. She laughs
ar t}lelD, and teUs UreoYfUy n&r fuU or shir rhey ale.

We see d:at she is becortring more conJident herself... more able
to be different. The crushing need for acceptance has been
lifted. Her mask is not iEportant anymore.

CUT T0 STRAND, in his luxurious living room. Boyd is showing
him a videotape he shot rhe night before. Ir is a shaky, long
Iens shot, quite aErateurish. We see Spider Man drop down to
MJ, starding her, then he and N{J kissing. Finally he hoisc her
in his arms and swings off into the darkness.

O
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Boyd says he followed the gill for Bvo dal/s, bur i! paid oft-.
Looks liJ<e she's this spider geek's main squeeze.
Carlron Suand iusr nods. Th}qC.

The Sandoan comes to MJlhar nighr and purs her to sleep.
When the chloroform weais o), she wakes up at Srand's place.
A prisoner. \

when MJ turns up roirr$",", goes to her trouse. He flinas
uaces of sard 

:" 
h.(y, and figures out what has happened.

A! !ha! tl1oment, Ji!:eson is airing a tape which was subr!,ined
anonymously to tt$auon. It is Boyd's tape, but the kiss has
been edited ouQt*tat yotr see is Spider Man dropping dow'n,
surDrising MJ.-and *ren whiskns her off into the darkness.

Ar tha! !tromedt,

surprising MJrnd d1en.whisking

-.=

The announc€uer's Dolice have no orher leads in rhe case of
the missing gtsf-dla'*ris lape is compelling evidence lhar
Spider Marl may have kid[apped her. \
Meanwhile, Peter swings inlo acdon ,.,ipider Man. Various
acdon shols of hill swinging from shyg,iaper to skyscraper.
Eating up the ndles across town.

He arrives at the mansion in mia$. He searches the
mansion... can't find thelo. Btlfnqfinds Cordelia dead. Suaad
was in a hurry, didn'r have d Lg)iumpstan her afrer his
farewell kiss. The huce barrL.f TV monirors all show the same
ima[e. Ir is Slrand's s-mUinqhh... held in PAUSE from a VCR.
PeteiniuPi-q,Y. S
Strand pulls Ml inro f{frith him. He says meer him ar rhe
top of tire worid tradet*ter.

A second later the doors are kicked in. SWAT ream members
pour into the room. Another ser-up.

The SwATs see Spider Man, the body... ir lobks bad.

SPIDER I\,IAN
Sorry boys, Can't stay.
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They open fire and Peter leaps, spins. ducls... barely escapes.
He swings across the roola in a vicious arc, swooping up and
crashing our lhlough a sky-lighr. In mid-air, surrounded by
broken glass, he fires a web 2Rd catches a flagpole... swinging
acloss the sEeet, as... t\
A Police he.ticoprer swoops roward him...
Cuning his web, and... G
i; i."u: 

.t-e" ;;i, il,t",iob&*ds. missins...
Shooring one, which calclrtp and he does a bungee bounci at a
hufldred Eiles an hour.\glaight back up...
He spins around a hgrilonlal flag-pole sricking ou! the side of
building and launclfrq hlorself across the streec

il"ftT'' 
in the etsl;Elwinsins across town like a spider Man

ON fUf Newl$tnianhunt for Spiderman is rhe rop srory. His
escape from;f,grtrolice, the kidnalping of Mary Jane Wason,
and now thetlgIier of Cordelia... ir's all sracking up against
hin. Live feeds from news helicoDrers rhow coos in the
strees, police helicopters circling. Ond6irhe iop."rc 

"u".l 
go.

a fleeUng shot of Spider Man on rhe4gve, in the canyon
berween two rows of buildings. ButiqD losr hiE.

PETER. reaches the World Trade ffitnr towers. He srans ro
cliob... racing up the sheer rDeBI\h.l of 2 wTC like he's never
climbed before. 

C\
He crashes through the glasq.!nto-'the observaEion deck (closed).
There he confronts Strand. rhbis holdins I'lI.
Peter tells hila to le! trer Q! StranO sf,rugs.

rfrntr.rp
I don't care\fu*t her now rhar
you're here. She was just a lure.

(he ter,s go of her)
Ir's hald to ger a meedng wir}t you,
young !o:r:L

MJ goes to Spider Man. She seems ro be okay.
SEand comes over to them. He gestures !o the world laid our
at Peter's feet, lile it's somelhing he made jusr for hirn. The ,

ciry giitters like a billion iewels. as far as the eye ca! see.
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STRAND
Relax, kid. I iusr want ro talk.

SPIDER }"{AN
About whar? \

ST6!D
About you. AbLr{,our career.
Think of mRa kind of Euidance
counselor. \!t's ta.ke your cf.osen
fidd... trgl& See? Bad choice. :'ra
recommq{i}g againsr it.

' \ sprprn nnN
It's a+& to you.

o!! and see vou (
slime. Theddr
trran a herYrif

gged through rhe

Srrand goes f lhe window and looks dorvn. He pu$ his hands
on his h-ips, $rf,a;lying the world beiow tike somi wise lord.

STRAND
Think abour it. You can'Lsave [he
world. Why? Because y@n't save
people from themselves..)lt{m their
own brulal and venaltllirrres. You're
eirher a predalor or phyln this
world. A killer or F{ctim. People
are bv nalure viottqt.\.uoid.
conftised, greea- lfiiy waste your
gift on rhe ungrftfol massEs, rvho
would love to
off and see vc

ur roask ripped

thing they love more
see rhat hero fail,

fall, screw-up,.. to see him exposed in
a scandal, arrested witl his pants
down, caught wirh his hand in t'he
till. You know why? h lels rheE
feel beEer abou! their own Eiserable
lives.

He turns dramacica.lly to face Spider Mar. He Eoves close!, his
voice hypnouc.

)
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. STMND
Ir's a mlrh thar people need heroes.
People hate heroes! Heroes mal<e
thc- feel bad! BKcreadng eYaEples
rhey can never li!ftF ro. As long as
the Eedia can slow , day after Cay,
that rhe peopi@y res;efi and

lmirg alg jusgH^/isted inside as
they a!e... tltgfire reassured. They
can-sleep at\l€it. They can face'
their pufff.&ces in lhe roirror in lhe
mornmg\i,

MJ tooks at Spider\Xr. It is ir8possible to read his eYpression
rhrough lhe ofl:frbm her perspecdve (though by clever
lighdng we wllJ behle to see the uncenainry in his eyes).

(-) 
srMND

Misery loves coopany. AnL
everytody's mlseiable. Yourfur
around in you! long und;lEgear
coming off to theE like Sp$ notier
rhan rf,ou sainr, Mr. Mv SdtE Don't
Smell... you're headirfitf a big fall.
TheY hite You. \/

Suand sreps up to Peter.

.tooh.
I wanr this. fifr",. You're a
sman kid. lj]<e thbse phony
bracelets. S9* a good idea.

PETER
(alarmed)

What are you talkjng about?

Stand puts his hands on Perer's shouldels.

STRAND
Son. I know your secrel See... I had
the web marerial you Ieft all ove! my
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living room anallzed. I!'s reai spider
silk

He grabs Perer's wrisr and riRI off the fale wrist-shoorer.
Looks closely aE his wrist. Belhhis hand bac}.. forciag rhe
spinnele! !o poke our a litglg. Mary Jane looks a linle shocked
at that one. Peter sees u*flhE in her eyes and his will seems
to collapse. He sees everyt)i:r! she feels for hiE changing in a
second. It's rue. He EAqealq He iS no longer hulaan. -

\J

=>
(

The poinr is, you are no! a hel!. you
are a Eider. It's sooerhinffru
don't have a choice in. Ard spiders
are !rtd.a!qEi. They kiu\p lve.
They tive ro kill. They are-lfot
hampered by human{Gr,n ideals or
impeded in iheir lethNdciency by
delusions oi morajih. Thev are Dure.
Powerful. .+s G,:d hLtD thio. There
are no mercifulceiders. There are no
vegelarian spraeH\ is now dme r-or
you ro face anQlpt your rue
nature.

srand rurns ,g"ir, ,o SAndow, Lhis Li.me puning his arm
alound Perer's shoulders. Father and son. sHring down at the
world they can own.

STRAND

STRAND
Join me. Toge*rer we can shake rhis
two-bil planet down for i$ last
nickel. fa*e whar is righdully yours.
You have been given a great gift, for
a reason. Do not squander it.

/.\[IMND
can t{8.doff rhe costuoe, but you

\K.t" Ehe snider Man.

\.) sPIoeR uqN
jus!:pider Man.
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Perer sEres ou! at the vista for a long dloe. h all makes so
much sense. Ard it seeBs to erplain so much ofwhat he feels.
A1l this chuming confusion.

Slrand gesrures to Boyd, wh$etks !o a shape in rhe shadows
nearby. Is about Lhe size qi Rvo refrigerarors and its covered
Uy a 6rp. Boyd puils bac(B^t tarp rdrevea.l...

\,

--=

C

Money. Neady sBckeFi$kslipped. piles of hundreds: Six
feet tail by eight feet lolrg-zVary Jane gasps.

CtrroND
Of cor4pel s-vseldom carry cash. bur I
had BdFbring rhis for
denfulrlauon purposes. Muci: more
dramah than a bank slatemen!,
ufor:Jtn't vou sav?vt

tvldRY IAIIE
How rnuch is it? \

BOYD
Two hundred and

Thousand?

(ins
Miltion, de l'lillioo. It's all I
had lying around on such short
notlce.

(to Spider Man)
Of coune it's chulop change
compared to whar you and I could do
together. It's out there. All we have
ro do is rake it. You know how I get
this? It's a half a cenr here. a hali a
cenr there.., eleclronic ransaclions
taking place a mlllion dtrles a
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stop me. NtEbCy could touch me. So
I rook ir. Ari*rdu know whar I
found o

wr,"lhx"'*'"
S ,n,or*n**

T#.ntrere is a line you don'! cross,
,q!/O.ftlar 565sti.ngj y6u only find

second... all ove! the world. And
nobody misses ir Thar's the beaury.

SPIDER I'{AN
You know, I toot Shn lloney once.
lr was easy. It was iust sit!.ins lhere.
It was the'soludolio aLl mv 

-
probleos, ana ti/- e *"s n6body to

rhat line by Eipping over irgfue first
llme you cross iL Bur once 9odrdo,
you always know righ! wJrR it is.

STMND \)
Oh, pleasel Nexr youSlping to tell
me you gave the mon+*ck.

,\.
SPIDERNAJT

Ir{ore or less. 
\

STNi..-
I nrs ls a orsalpornuuent.

t1a-"
llsten, you want to t'alk abour fate?
Maybe there [s a reason for all this.
Maybe I was put here to stop guys
like you when nobody else has the
balls.

BOYD
Prerry tough talk for a guy in a
danceskin.
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. SEand moves wirhou! warning, grabbing Nlary Jane before
Pete! can pull her away. She feels the curreat running ttrlough
he!, Peler lunges forward and Suand lurns up the juice. Mary
Jane cries ouL 

\
Peler srops. He can oniy Belch helptessly as SEand toys with
her life. SEand grabs herilre-id and kisses her. The voluge
Ela]es her hair shoot straig'troul She statls doing the $,atusi.

See howaa$rer turns wooen oR?

\)
He breaks rhe kiss- She slaos the shit out of hiu and he kisses
her again, this ti&t a much higher voltage. MJ slans !o
convulse wildlN
l"leanwhile. fuan has dissolved and is flowing across the
floor. He relf,r={ behind Peter ard glabs him in-grip ofsolid
rock Peter struggles as Straad elecrocryMJ.

She bucl,s and goes sdll. Her head pll.l back and Peter sees her
suring eyes, pupils f)xed and dilat{ )
oeaa is itreytoile. Peter can only stYe in honor.

STROND Q

TD

O
O
C,

See! That's !try point exactly! You
arg a killer, kid, You've gor ir in you.
Why don't you accepr it? You want
!o rip Ey throat out right now.

Suand puts his hand on Mary Jane's srernum and zaps her with
a delibrillaring pulse. She arches, then relaxes. He! chest
slarts to r!.ove. She opens her eyes, weakly, seeing Stand
looking down ar her.

Mm.um. $/hat sh6tH.we do? Cdl
911? \)
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He fires webs aE MJ, ierkirlller our of Strand's arEs before he
can reacL I [en-.. r \
Mustering all his force. he\i.OOgS :e Sana,nan inro loose
chur:!s, which rain do61lc;ound rhe room.
He dives out of the walaflJrand's firsr bolt of lighrnirg, which
sets a wall. on fire... .--

STRAI.ID
I thilk there's real elecriciry
ben/een us, don't you?

Pete! goes berserlc

Her screaE vaois n the wind.

Sandman chgks dssolve into pudrtles of sand and quickly
flow togerh{y'qrroirg back ilro a human shape. Sirana, in a
fury nrns to'lfie*indow, looking down. No sien of Soider Marndow, looking down. No sigi: of Spider Ma:r.
Looking up he catches a glilopse of a frypre leaping from one
loyer !o the nexr.. carrying Mj to safeftxe nies i tigrruing
bolr which sears rhe ghr.
Ir explodes glass out of-thi nonl t@
ON" THE ROOF of dre tower, SpidFH+n ge$ MJ ro the
door. He rips ir off irs hinges and\Jtelli her ro run.
down. Then ilrns back to hi\

Itovevou. 
*Y'

:,H,*coor. U)
He turns to see...

Across the gap, on the ourdoor deck of the south tower,
Sandoan and Strand come our t}te door. Suand fires lightning
bohs acloss to the other roof, blasdog debris into the aii. peter
knows enough not to leap onto t}te o.icrowave tower... a natural
Iighudng rod.

Srand sun::rons a furious force field oi elecuoraagneric
energy, like a sorcerer calling up a demon. The fieicely

stainvell
She stans
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glov.i[g plasEa leaps across to (he base of rhe Eicrowave Eas!
on the oonh tower, l! stans !o glow cherry red.
ConcenEadng, he uses e.lecrorlagneric force to bend the
Eicrowave towe! lowald hiE-
Ir ropples, falllag across rfre gID\SAaging rhe rwo rowers.
Sandroan leaps onto &e bridge and runs across to Spideroan.

_ _-.-. _c\THI FINAI BATTIJ IS JOINE/

And lt's a reat Uarn-UuS Vicious and eleloeolal.
I won't bore you *.rrq det,ils righr now, bur it's big.

. ... . .\-Jsome oI tIle susnts:-\

A maior slug-fdtn1 Sandoan, during which...
They pound each dther mercilessly and reduce every object in
srsb.! to lunkt. -rA
peier is iunVql/a, his cosluEe ripped half off...
Saodman gels spread around and reforFsf

All t}le while, Strand is ripptng oper{e power parel nexr ro
the huge roof fans,.. Lf
Puiling out the 440 volt Eain cables..)-
And FEEDING off the power... (\
Screaro.ing to high heaven as the berly blasts rhrough him
ard-..
ftlor"rr-out aarrens the wno$er half of Manhnrtan...
And SEand coniures a writlslg, tiving field of blinding blue-
white force around him. It lXBrobiefis inro rhe air and mels
&e steel railing near hinQi power of his mind ro conuol rhe
elecuoE a gneric forces bes gi6wn exponentially.
rhls suy is realy bcar{4)

Sanr{-lan pounds Spidey into selD.i{onsciousness. Hurls hiE
off the roof...
But he catches a web and puils hioself back up, like one of
those spiders you caa't get to stay down t}te drain...

Spidey sees Strand readying a oega-blasr..
He leaps as the bolr rips along the edge of the roof...
Blasting glass into space and fusing the steei in a glowing Eack
a yard wide.

O
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Spidey sees rhar Suand is about to fire agaifl...
He files a web at SandEan, lassoing him...
Jusr as Strand unleashes a bolt...
Spidey drops over the edge, ruUi$g the web taur...
Jiricing Sandaan, screaoing,fiEbr inlo lhe path of the lighuring
beam---
in. f*io* brigi:r piasma@s over r.he Sanciaan...
Fusing hio into rooiteo glaBr'

Suand swears 
"rra 

**G., the bridge to the north tower.
SandEaJl is a so,okig5ltump of Belted glass in the vague foro
of a man. Poised, coh[], in a posidon of agony. Like
Michaelangelo's dggrgs-Iave. His glass mouth is a shapeless pit
of eternal pain. \
BurD.Ber. S
Srrand looksfrad in a furv.
ipiderman a}f,g*s around rie superstructure of the tower
with a fire-hose. He unleashes a srea.qDf water at Suand just
as he is suo-EoniJrg a surge of power. '\
Ir shons, and there is a uemendous Ram explosion. They are
both hurled several yards. \ )
Spider Man coEes up mnning and-diw at Srand, sEashing
hio brurally acoss ihe face..l ft,
PuEmelling hi-ur even as SEand sbc*t pulses into Perer's body
which cause hiE to screala anFr<ithe in agony.
Peter is hurled back against a \,1).

c
O

He is crumpled on the
And Suand, utrsteady

his costuEe in srdoking rags...
, advances.

Srand suEoons his aq,5rerag-6 for a sirgle, lethal blast.
The veils stand out o($if,)eck and forehead. This is the big
ong.. J
Ard Peter raises his head, his eyes steady...
They lock eyes...
Aod ln the blink of an eye...
SEard fifes. Pete! leaps. In oidair he lags Suand wi*r a loop
of web and sails past hio...
Over the edge...
Jerking Strand witi him, over the side,..
And they fall toge*rer, down the face of the rower...
Strand screa.ms, unleashing bol!s of power in all directions...
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, \Froo a d.isrance ir looks like soEae kind of fantasEic Jacob's
X ladder as the arcs light up t,he gap berween the rwo towers.
' 

I Slrana's death fall is one of the mosr beaudful displays eve!
seen, like a syE-Eetrical releafe of the energy which creared,
hi.E our of art a.oci rhe eiemerB\
Falli!c... Pete!, fightirg for eonsciousness, fires webs ar the
wall...- (\
And one finally sticks... \,
Bur lt breals. Tbey're toltg too fasL..
He fres one ?r the far tltE), fUry feet away...
It grabs... ,A.
And he swinss towarl{ t-fu tower...
gtrmmiqg ag-aiostit asYe line pulls taur..
HOLDING:. J-erkinftrn to a stoi, from a hundred milei an hour
ro zero in one s(.DrL,.
turd sEand ros.keElast hiE, sr.ili faliing...
Peter holds t-lG;fb with aI his Eight...-
Sropping SEif/C.S suddenly that lie sle-" inro the sleel
coluans a.long the side of the buildinc y\la sickeEing strlaclc

,The lighuiog stops suddenly.
;A few stray alcs as SEand's broken @dangles at the end of
Peter's line. The sound of sirens qafGt! from the street far

iuaow. A.\ luao'"' A
VossERuA,noN FLooR, souTlt.351,rgx, Ir is the window Peter

shanered leaping out with Mfi1tlre.

U)

O

He diabs painfully up in
unUI he is on the iloor. He
dragging a seEitons
hio out on the floor.

Moving slowly, he swings in
up on the raut lifeline,
up inro I'he buildjng. He lays

;;;;;;;.ga",,"ken inside. Dyins.
Peter's mask ls ripped ha-tf off by rhe fighL He pulls it off his
head, showing his face to Strand for the firsr tiae.

STRAND
What's your narae kid?

PETER
Parker. Perer Parker.

STRAND



Peter Parker. So... whar're youT
Senior in high schoot?

PETER .
Yeah. I graduate rhtryeef

Suand chuckles weakly, c@ing btood fron ruprured lungs.

gIHND
Unbelievabl!t-)

He dies.

Perer sags, spenl he sees the pallet of money.
Two hundred Eoillion dolla.rs.
Stolen a half a cent t a U.Ee from a billioB accounB all over
rhe world. tr6qii:te to sive back\;, IJ
What the heck

People don't nouce the doud at first -A greea doud, coverilg rhe ciry... a {9r$ of hundred dollar
bills flultering out across the ciry on alfisk breeze. Spreadingformites. 

A
But fiew York nouces when it Effhes rhe street. From Central
Park to the Banery, it is one bfuq]et parry. On a warn
evening, the first night of sr4gmer, it's iaidng hundred doliar
bills as far as the eve can se\
CUr To: SPIDER l',rAN tyr"E in his eyrie.

[/Qoo 
"Well, when they rebuilr the radio

tower, I son of made it Ey favorite
hang. The uoney? Cute trick, huh?
Like I said, there's oore *ran one
way ro be a salnL Did ir save the
world? Naw. Ir probably didn,t save
anybody. Except roaybe Ee.

CLm TO PETER, ar school. Ir. ts fie end of the schootyear.
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He has a lot of bruises. He tells theE he fell off his ooped.
They tldnk he's a putz.

MJ is back too. She is very qr{et. She doesn'r hang wirh any of
her old friends. They think s6}s,odd now. She doesn'r ca!e.

sPilhr.{AN (v.o.)
There was stilliP*oall maner of
the woEan l.I!ued...f\ \)

Peter an.{ M l,Eer $1air g:-:rde on rhe scieuce proiect. A+.
He is bapffor her l@$he will graduate with a B and get he!
car. But she doe5glt car-e abour that anynore, She's decided to
go to a d.jJferenr cfue, get her grades up, and tlen go to Eed-
school. 

=She $ar.ks ffilqr helphg her see the wonder of things. She
kisses hi.E. AIf6,*noa... wlit a minure. why does that-kiss
seelo so faEiiiar? Pete! is srnilillq. Not€ seek But conjidenl
Even, sooehow.. . cher@irlg. - '\ii

PETER C\
Ma-ry Jane. Ctose your eyE/

she does. Puzzled. He .or", .r"$." ,o h"r.

PETERO

,,",l]i:i'ffffi"r
she gasps ,rra ue, eyusjffin... suri,,g ar hi'. Then she
gulps, nods once and $gQes theo shur He kisses her long
and deep, aad she twinEJ€r fingers in his hair.
Two of !',lJ's snotnose girlfriends are walking by. They jusr
stare, shocked.
W breals, suril1g ar him in wonder.

o
O
O

lvlARY JANI
My God, Peter. Are you realty him?
I Eean-

shhhh!
PETER

i
I

I
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It is what everyone secletly hopes for... that someday soEeone
will see past [he face that everyone sees ro their secret self-
what is inside and hidden. Perer crins. and she rerurns iL
They go back inlo rhe kiss, iu:liH..

Flash grabs Peter by the sfii[er and spins him around. He
ca!'r beiieve it's tfle. MJ wlf t'his penc!.1-neclc He tells Perer
to walk witb hr.E a secqllr(nd Pete! sh:ugs. Sure. He uras
back to Mary Jare. \J

wh*5gk",,spiders,
Pardos\\ncounter one another in
the Qlrce of a fenale, drey
asj$!!,e n al U[eat postufes.

MJ srcirks. {{errmerry. poor Ftash.
Flash drags Peter by his aru around thteorner.
He whirls on Peter withou! warning, wifiBtightning
roundhouse. But of course Peter ausnd Flasb hiB a brick

PETER (\.
Careful, Flash. You cot*tprain
sotrlelhing.

a
O

Howling in pain. Flash hold,llis hand. then charges again.
Perer stebs aside, and Flash RB= Dast. In rhe blink of an eve
Peter shoots a uny stran@b io a nearby railing- Flastl
nEhes hi.B, trippins "H* alld cafiivheds inio a wall.

Flash, you should really warch your
step. Here, let ree help you up.

Pete! helps Flash to his feeq surrepddously anaching a web to
&e back of his jacker He shoors the other end to a nearby
raillng. Peter dusts Flash off and turns, walklng away. Flash
roars and charges,.. only ro get jerked shon like a mean dog on
a short chain. His feet fly out from under hio and he crashes
on his back Dazed.

I
I



AI1 the kids sE$ding
Peter grhs and holds
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arould the schoolyard laugh uproariolrslv.
up his ha$ds.
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cur ro: sPDEt lvt\Srlu HANGING.

PETER.-
I never laid a govfttr hio- I swear.

".'al$fl?}H"p,.a,oaUfQttouegesi Wouidn't you
I(4gw itr Eut we see each Odre!
{gf}veekend. Her grades are
beffgthan mine, bur I bla.Ee it oD
the heavy hours. It's not ealr beins
your frieadty neighUorhood$Uei
Man. Takes ir our of yothwell. ir's a
schoolnight Gotta fly-. \]a.

He pushes off froo the raaa.. *@g in an arc out over the
edge of the roof. Paying out web-fuie drops like ar1 exDress
elevator toward tbe street far FEhw
TILTING DowN to rottow a*eriJoues i btack dot above t}re
sea of lighrs. A tiny spiderrR hoae.a

O
O
O

Everybody che'f. Secau@ tflnb is: we really do like
heroes. Especially when thele underdogs.a


