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ACT ONE.

FADE IN:
EXT. VIILW O SPACEL.

STACE - where the stars seem relatively thin, clustered only
at top RH of FRRALE. HOLD until one 8pot of LIGIT is seen to
be moving towards CALIlRA. Begin SOUND of Alpha's alarm

KLAXONS, as -

CUT TO:

INT. ALPIA CONTROI CIIITRI.

The same IOV, and TULLING BACK to Sec il is upon a TV ILIOIITOR.
SOUND of klaxons continues OVIER.

WIDE ANGLE - as TECINICIANS move, reacting to the alarm, and
KOENIG enters quickly, sitrides to the nstruments by the TV
screen, selects a switch, and the SOUMND dies. Now he rounds

on SAINDRA SABATINI ot thc instruvments -

KOINIG
What is it?
SANDRA
An asteroid, Commandes - And bigger then us.
KOTIG
How cloce will it come?
SANDRA

Close enough to do us damage, sir.
MONITOR again as CAIl ZOOIB for CLOGIR SHOT of the asteroid.

KOENIG (0.S.)
Why didn't we detect it eurlier?

BERGIAN {0.3.)

Becausc it's not on a straight-line course.
3-3HOT. Professor BERGIAN now standc with them, indicates the
llonitor view.

BERGIIAIT

Look -~ You cun just sce. It's already

moving away fron us.
SALIDRA

Central Computer guve un intercept danger

alurxn, sir.,

LOGITOR VIEW ogoin,

YUGIIG Lrowns &l i,




: KOINIG

(To Sandra)
WVhat's out there with gravitetion enough
to pull it off-course?

SANDRA
Nothinfgy sir. With respcct to Irorlessor
Bergmon, it's... not possible, sir. It'd
have to be huge to movec that asteroid.
A giant stur. And the sencors slhiow nothing
in spacec within parsecs of it.

KOENIG looks to BERGLAI for commaent, but he stys nothing;
just stays eyes fixed on the monitor, grim.

XOLKN IG
«es Computer, give me Voice - Are wel!still
in danger of near collision?

COMPUTER (V.0.S.)
Ve are no longer in any such danger from
the asteroid, Cormmander.

SANDRA
It's impossibleess

IIONITOR again. Now the ASTEROID is perceptibly changing couxse
in a downward arc towards L frame. (Visualise it as coming,
on an intercept course dowvn on Alpha, over the right shoulder
of an invisible black sun, and pulled dovm, round, onto it.)

SANDRA
(denying evidence of her eyes)
eee A star,.. that huge... right ahead of
USe.eoo You'd see it with your naked eyesS...

MOVING T on LONITOR to lose the TV!s frame., How the asteroid
is undeniably curving off-course. ZOOM IIi for closcr SHOT as
the asteroid accelerates to what - to be visible at these
distances - mst be enornous speeds. Then, it appears to flare,
and to elongate, to stretch, as enormous forcesc take hold ofit,
until it resembles a comet of light. At first this light is
brilliant, then Seems to become transparent. The asteroid dis-
integrates, explodes, forward. Next, onc by one, these fragments
arc seen to disappear from view - to blink out of existence -
Yet they lcave behind them an after-~image which flickers and
lingers ghostly as =

Resune 3--9HOT.

SAIIDRA
Vhat in hecaven's name is out. there?




KOENIG
Whatever it is, we'rec headed giraight
for it.

THE MONITOR - to watch the slowly-fading after-image, as
over is supered forty Scconds of TITLIS,

HY% TO:
EXT. LANDING AND LAUNCHING FPAD.

An MTU lifts-off from the Alpha launch pad, and skims away
over the spiders' web complex of Alpha's buildings, climbs
accelerating very fast away towards the same area of space.
Another POV of the recceding lTU, pulling back -

INT, PROF BERGNAN'S QUARTIRS.

- To see it on a smaller TV screen.

BERGMAN turns away from his screen, sighs, looking strained.
As he stands, his eye lights upon a pile of papers covered
with equations. It's a distraction - He picks them up and
‘begins to feed them into the computerts input. However, it
surprises him when, with a warble, the computer begins to
print out words for him on its sercen. The message 'PROFESSOR
BERF¥MAN, IF YOUR HYPOTHESIS IS COPRECT, IT IS YOUR DUTY TO =~!
appeffars before Bergman says -

. BERGIAN
Voice, Computer - Or has ihe cat got
your tongue?

COIPUTER (V.0.S.)
If your hypothesis is correct, it is your
duty to report this danger to Alcom Koenig.

BERGIAN
Hypothesis? I+'s wildest speculation. I'm
not right.

COIMPUTER

You have been working now for three days
on this phenomenon. lIy computations are
in agreement with -

BERGIIAN
I can't be right.
(He malkes for the door, turns back)
And if I were, you fancy adding machine,
what's the point in telling anyone?

He exits. Afver a tiny moncnt, the computer screen goes dirke



MTU IN SPACE.

The MIU in space, now much necarer to the star formation,
and moving towards it, away from CAIlL

INT, I1iTU COILIAND INODULE.

The same POV , througsh the liTU's screcns.

The PILOT, a goodlooking, fair-haired young man, MEYER, is
peering ahead, hands on the ITU controls.

MEYER

(To throat-mike)
Nearly there, Sandra,

INT., BASE RESTAURANT.

BERGIIAN sits over a coffeesub cup, glinces up as HELENA
enters frame, smiles -
HELENA
May I?

I«DIULl SHOT as BERGIMAN flicks a look around the near-empty
restaurant, but says -

BERGIIAN
Please do.

2-SHOT. Helena sits. Bergman, without referenne to her, just
dials an ader for her. She raises eyebrows, Huow did he know?

HELENA
Thank you?
| BERGINAN
I imagine you don't much care what you
have.
HELENA
Oh?
BERGIAN

This is just an excusc to run into me
cesually, ma? Central Computer's been
telling talco again?

HELENA
(Smiles acknowlcdgenent)
I should've known better. However, you
arc three doys overdue for & check-up,
and with your phyciolc¢ical condition,
you Imow thut's not wise,

BIRGIAN
I've just been busy - prcecoccupiced with
work, It oimply slipped my mind.




HELENA
Work which, according to Central Computer,
is putting you wnder psychological stress.
A man with a mcchanical heart - Resistant
to stress,

BERGIAN
Nonscnse.
HELFINA
(Regards him, then gently - )
o000 No.
BERGIAN

If I were under stress, you'd see immediately
from my lens, wouldn't you?

He indicates the lens on his sleeve; It looks normal.

HELENA
That even fooled the computer for a little
while, yes.

BERGIAAN
And now?

HELENA

Now I know you've gimmicked your lens and
somehow chorted-out the circuits supposed
to monitor your psychosomatic condition.
The orly question is - why?

BERGIAN
I'm.e.. found out, then. I'd better tell
you the truth, eh?

CUT TO:
INT. KOENIG'S OFFICE.

SANDRA sits before the monitor now in KOINIG'S office, a@s
it comes to life to show Lt IMEYER's face within the INTU.

HEYER
Alpha, this is IITU One, IITU One. Do you
read mec, WEXTUA2 Alpha?

SANDRA :
We read you, liike., We have you clear.

KOITIG enters shot, rcady to tallk. There should be small
time-lags between trunsmicsion &nd reception.

IIEYER
Hi, Sandra. Well, I'ia hLcere.

SANDIA
We're huaving trouble with vision, Ilike.
If you seec us, please give your position

relitive fo Alphi,
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MEYER
I'm just above where the asteroid was
first cauglt. Your coordinates would be
seveln, Seven, nincr, zero, four...
Sandra, would you give me Commander
Koenig, plenase?

KOENIG
Yes, I'm herc, Lieutenunt lieyer. What
do you sec? ;

Now there is no time~lag, so Lleyer has not heurd him yet.

LEYER
In fact, the Alcon - and you'd better
call-in Professor Bergman. There is
something out here, alright. Sonething
weird.

CUT TO:
INT. BASE RESTAURANT.

BERGIMAN stands ready to leave. Dr RUSSELL, still seated,
is not satisfied.

BERGIAN
No more sinister than that. I've simply
been working very hard, and I don't want
medical section telling me to <low down
or something.

HELENA
But that still. doesn't explain symptoms
of gtress, does it, Professor?

BIRGIAN
Now look, Dr Russell, I'm not answerable
to0 medical section or to some peeping Tom
of a computer! Ifve told you, and there's
an end of it!

He is indeced showing stress, Dr Russell begins to object,
when the comm-post lights with Bergman's signal,

HELENA
I'm sorry, but -

BERGLAN
That's a call for me. The Commonder wants
LlCe t
S OULLEA, as he walks away.

cuT TO:




INT. MTU COINIAND MODULE.

C.U. Lt MEYER.

MEYER
Alright, Alpha, do you have that view?

CUT TO:
EXT. VIEWV OF SPACE.

A slightly different POV of the same area of space - now,
of course, much nearer., Briefly, we sce it through a TV
screen frame, then we move in to lose the frame, and back
to take-in the NTU itself, directed away from us. The
VOICES continue, still with appropriate time-lags, OVER -

SANDRA (0.S.)
We have your view, Ilike.

UEYER (0.S.)
I've a satellite camera out behind me.
Okay now, Alpha, keep watching while I
fly around sone.

(The stars we see are, as described, grouped in the top RH
corner of the screen; the JITU is right of centre.)

Now, without receeding, the IITU begins to rise vpwards, and
we see an odd effect. Suddenly, other stars anpear - myriads
of them - in a great ring. It may take a momeat to realize
what causes this. There is a great disc - invisibly black
against black space = between CAII and these stars, which the
IITU reveals by flying above the rim of it.

(The disc is so large that less than a quarter of its arc
was filling three-quarters of our picture.)

The lITU stands apparently still, then drops lower again,
and the new stars are again masked. (The movements must be
sufficient to establish a disc., Long description, but it
takes about 15 seconds screen tine.

IIEYER (0.S.)
Now you see them, now you don't. Did
you get that, Alphn? It's round, it's
huge, it's black, black, black...

INT. IITU COILAND LODULE.

C.U. JIEYER.
ILYER
And me, I've no idca at all vhat it
could be.

cuT To:



INT. KOENIG'S OFrICL.

KOENIG, now with BERGIAN, and SANDRA still at the controls
of the communications equipment.

KON IG
(To Bergman)
Have you?

BERGIIAN hesitates, then slowly shakes his head,

KOENIG
(Now to pilot)

wWhat instrument readings are you
getting, Lieutcnant?

In the time-lag, Bergman asks -

BERGIIAN
And particularly, how much power is
he having to fced into his antigravity
screens to stay a constant distance
away?

KOEN IG
Lieutenant, confirm when jyou receive
that screens question.

SANDRA makes an adjustment. ON the TV screen to see its
picture change from view of space to C.U. of IEYER, as -

MEYER
Hey, now there's another weird thing.
I'm not getting & darn thing on a single
one of my sencors. Nothing's bouncing
back from it at all. You don't suppose
this is just & bad dream? I mean, that
mock-cheese I ate?

SANDRA (0.S.)
We're sceing it too, ILike. Or... not-
seeing it, anyway.

IIEYETR
- Your antigrav screcn3 guestion. The
short answer is no power. This far out,
Professor, I don't have my screens up.

ON BERGIAN, as urgently -
BERGIAN '
Then get away from there, Licutenant!
Blast away from it nowl
GROUP $HOT, as KOENIG regordc him curiously.
BRGIAN

‘ (1o Kocniy:)
Sorry to, wm, abrogtte your comamd, but...
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KOENIG
But what?
: BERGLAN
(Awloward )

Well, if none of hig instruments shows
it, he may be being drawn into it, and
not knowing.

KOENIG
I hope he hecurs that in time.

THEY watch the screen tensely.
CUT TO:
EXT., SPACE AND NTU.

THE MTU begins driving on full power and slowly turns about.
For a moment it seems it will not get away, secems even to go
backwards, then - oh, so slowly - it pulls away,

CUT TO:
INT. IITU COLIAND LIODULE.

C.U. LIEYER.

MEYER
eee WoW,,.,
(trins)
No altimeter reading - I didn't know
I'd gotten that close. Now I've put my
screens up. But the powver consunption
figure isn't going to teli you too much...

CUT TO:
INT. XOENIG'S OFT'ICE.

THEY watch the monitor.

LMEYER
(Continue=, now 0.S,)
ees about its mass, Professor. Iy screecns
are on nmaxiimunm, and the needle's still in
the red.

KOEN IG
Do we confirn that reading?

S AITDRA
(Indicates o dial)
Yes, sir.

KOV I

(To Bergam)
Can anything have that mmch wasa?




MEYER (0.S,)
Say, why don't I try bouncing a little
laser light off it?

KOENIG
Professor?

BERGIIAIl slowly recalls himself,

BERGIL.AN
It can't do any hara,.

KOLNIG
And I said, Can anything be that dense -
Or that big?

BERGIAN
It... would appear that it can.

CUT TO:
EXT., SPACE AND IITU.

The NTU is again turned to face the blackness. (Perhaps with
a shimier before it to represent the antigrav screens?) POV
from behind and to one side, now to sec -

A brilliant shaft of laser light lances down from the IITU
towards the Dblackness. However, it does not bounce or splash;
simply disappecrs, snuifed out, lecaving behind it again the
lingering ghost image of where it was, where it apyproached
the black.

CUT TO:
INT. MTU COIC’AND MODULE.
IEYER at the controls.
MEYER
Well, it swallows luser, too. Any more

ideas?

INT. XORNIG'S OFFICL.

PULLING BACK to see it on the 1TV screcen, as the image - never
good or very steady - again flickcrs. PAN to GROUP.

KOENIG
(To Sandra)
Your pictwre's poor again. Is that our
cquipment or what? - ;

DATDRA
Welre focusscd o highticnt Lenm, sir.
Itts when lhe jreis between us end the
objecet, L thinl.




BERGMAN
It absorbs any wavelength radiation.
Go off to the side, Licutenant, and
we'll sce you & little better.

Again KOENIG eyes BERGIIAN. He's beginning to feel that the
Professor is concealing something. Bergman avoids his loolk,

IIOENIG
No idcus? -

Again BERGIAN mutely shakes his head.

KOENIG
No idecas what to do? No idea what it
coula be?

BERGIIAN
ees NO idecas.

MEYER (0.S.)
We're all avoiding saying it, aren't we?

CUT TO:
INT. IITU COLLAND IJODULE.

C.U. MEYER

MEYER
(Continues)
ees And it's cold just sitting 2round
out here. Therc's only one thing to do,

really, isn't there? I have to go in
closer.

CUT TO:
- INT. KOENIG'S OFFICE.

The THREE react.

BERGIATY
No!

SANDRA
No, llike...

ON the iIONITOR.

HEYER
(Hasn't bheard them, yet) .
How, bLefore you all say, Ho. A1l it has
is a lot of gruvity. 1 huve entipravity
gereens. Wheret'a the problem? Alphe is
headed right into tnig, Cormunder. Ve
have to knmow more about it.
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BIERGIIAN
It's too dungerous. We'lve no duta.

ON SANDRA, apprehensive,
CUT TO:
INT. ITU COLI.AND 1LiODULL.

C.U. LIEYER?, 238 hec hears -

KOLNIG (0.S.)
I can't give you any such order,
Lieutenant lieyer.

IiEYER
No, sir, but...
(Grins) '
eee I gucss I have to break the first
law of space pilots - I volunteer.
Seriously, Comuunder, there's nothing
else to do, is there?

CUT TO:
INT. KOIIIG'S OFFICE.

C.U. KOENIG

MEYER (0.S.)
eee I8 there?

XOENIG
(Pause)
No. Very viell, Lieutenant. With your
screens on full power ail the viay, and
puli out at the first sign of trouble.

C.U. BERGIAN

BERGLAN
He should be alright with his screens...

C.U. SANDRA.
CUT TO:

OiT., COIi AND LIODULE 1ITU.

C.U. lEYER, and opening out, a5 he preparcs to fly.

IEYER
(Softly)
Sandra?,,. Cito, Huandra... 4ind, hey,
won't Cutani be siell he was oult on a
mivsion, aud I ot to [ly this?

cur 'mO:




EXT. SDPACE AND MTU.

The MTU is off:.: to the side of the 'blacker blackness® now,
and thercfor sufficiently back-lit from the far-distant

stars behind it for us to sec it. This opening SHOT should,
however, show the ILTU as a merc speck dwarfed ageinst the
immensity of space - with the CAIl slowly IIOVINIG IN throuchout

the sequence.

The 1ITU carofullrﬂpprowchos the objeet backwards, tail-first,
letting its gravity pull in the craft, and ready to blast
away at any moment.

CUT TO:

INT. KOLNIG'S OrFiICE.

Tensely, the THREE watch the scene on the MONITOR. (The Alpha

POV, slightly different to ours, whenever we sec it on the
monitor, should be of a progressively poor quality picture.)

CUT To:

EXT, SPACE AND ITU.
CLOSER to the slightly larger MIU as it moves faster.,
CUT TO:

INT. KOENIG'S OFTFICE.

POV from ALPHA of the 1ITU on the MONITOR screen. The picture
on the monitor shimmers.

ANOTHER ANGLE - The GROUP.

KOINIG

(Tersely)
Is that the best picture you can get?

- SANDRA

(Quietly)
I'm as anxious to sec it as you, sir.
That's my fiance out there.

YOIN IG
You're enguged to llike Meyer?

S AITDRA
Yes, Just since Friday.

KOINIG
I didnt't now that.

CUT TO:




EXT. SPACE AND MTU.

The 1l:TU, ncarecr, foster,

CUT TO:
INT. IIOENIG'S OII'ICE.
C.U. LOLENIG, growing apprechensive.
C.U. SANDRA.
CUT T0:

EXT. SPACE AND liTU.

The NTU, still faster, begins - and now there is no doubting
it - to stretch out,.

CUT TO:

INT. XOENIG'S OFFICE.

KOENIG, suddenly deciding -

KOENIG
Avort! Abort! Get away from there,
Lieutenant! Pull out!

CUT TO:
EXT. SPACE AND LTU.

The NTU begins to blast at full power, but it mekes no diff-
erence at allj it is caught. Aguin we see the inexpliceble,
alien, phenomenon of a so0lid object stretching out like
rubber, light like a comet's briefly flaring before (2nd not
behind5 it, then its disintegration and disappearance,

Sound OVER of a woman's SCREAH.'

The effect of the lingering, shimmcring after-image of where
the MTU broke-up.

MIX TO:
INT. XOII'TG'S OIFICE.

C.U. SAIIDRA, face distorted from the scream which has now
becone quite soundless,

I TO:

T, 13DICAL SECTION RLCTTRION.

CoU. DLIDIA, sleeping. Iuiliuge bLace)l te scee Lhet she io now
lying uncorncceious upon o wheaoled bad,




Dr RUSSELL straightens up from her, and turns to KOLENIG.
BERGIAN is with them.

MEDICAL ORDERLIES move to wheel SANDRA out of the room.
HELIENA
She's sedoated now, but she's in shock.
She will need rest and recuperation.

KOENIG
Of course, yes.

HELENA
If you would excuse me.

SHE follows-out the trolley.
KOENIG eyes BERGIAN.

CUT TO:
INT. CORRIDOR AND TRAVELTUBE EHNTRANCE,

BERGIMAN and KOZNIG, walking side-by-side, approach a travel-
tube entrance. Koenig is still watching Bergmen; Bergman is
trying to ignore it. The Professor presents his IDX to the
door, and it cpens. He waits for Koenig to enter, but the
Alcom just stands looking at him. Berguen looks ‘what?!

KON IG
Alright. What is it out there?

Ieee don't know.

Unused, the door closes again. Abruptly, KOENIG wheels to a
nearby comm-post, activates it, says -

KOENIG
Give me Voéice, Computer. How soon will
Alpha be caught within the object's grav-
itational field?

COIMUTER (V.0.5,)
The object has gravity so far beyor all
previous duta it is logiecnl to assume sone
instrwnent error. If we ansume the figurcs
to be correct, then Alpha is incgcapeably
caught now.

KON IG
(Strongly, again to Bergman)
What is it out therc, ProYessor?

BERGLAN
l... told you... I don*t Jmow,




et @

COMPUTER (V.0.S.)
Excuse me plcase, Communder, but Alphe
security dictates that I must breach
individutl privacy requirements to advige
that this is not literully true. Profecsor
Bergmaa believes thut he does in fact know

the nature of the object.
Again KOENIG waits for BIERGLAN'S response.
BERGIIAN

'

(Slowly)
Noeoeo NOo, I mmust be wronge.. Jon, I'm

cither wrong, or in three days we shall
all be dead.

FADE OUT.

END ACT ONE.
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ACT TVWO
FADE IN: |
T, CONI'ER:NCE ROOII.

Silcnce.

The Alpha SECTION HEADS sit wuloving about a conference
table, CUT around the frozen faces - KOINIG, HELZEIA, OULR,
BERGINN, CATANI, etc. Still no-onec Speals; no-one moves.
Are they stunncd, paralysed, what? At last -

KOLNIG
Perhaps a two-minute silence isn't much.

Now THEY all shift to listen.

KOLENIG
A brave man died trying to help us all.
Tried and failed and died. But I believe
what makes us men is that we do try, and
don't give-up. Professor Bergman has a
theory about what it may be that we are
headed for.

BERGIIAN
It is theory, hypothesis, because little
is known about the phenomenon. However,
it's possible that we're being pulled into
what may be called a black sun,

CATANI
How can a sun be black?

BERGIIAN
Yes. The theoxry is that the gravity of a
star growvn immensely huge may cause it to
collapse in upon itself. A hatful of the
stuff of such a star would weigh nore than
several Alphas. The forces are beyond uecs-—
urement and description. The result secms
to be an object of such gruvitational power
that it sucks into itself anything and every-
thing, growing larger and larger still, until
nothing - not radiation, hcuat, ner even
light itself can escape from it.

OUITA
Has the object towards which we are travelling
gravity of this order?

BRGIAN
Gravitation is not casy to measure, but the
short anmswer scud to be yes.



A silence while the implications of that begin to sink in.
Tension begins to show on some facoes,

CATANI
And it killed my colleague.
HIELENA
Hypothcesis, Professor?
BJERGIIAN
Yes.
HELEIA

Hypothesis is a fancy word scientists
huove for a wild guess?

That gets a laugh and, as she intended, reduces tension.

BERGIIAN
I hope so.
CATANI
VWVhat does Central Computer say about it?
OULR
Commander?
KOENIG

Yes. They must have all the facts now.

OULR moves to tap o question onto a keyboard input consolec.
A-screen lights with the nessage 'PROVISION/L FORECAST ++++

IT IS BLACK SUN ++++ 92% CERTAIITY.!

CATANI
eee VWecll, that leaves us a whole eight

percent chancee.

KON IG

(To Ouma) :
Iy we also hear the computer's opinion
of our chances cf swrvival,

Again OUMB types the question. Aftcr an appreciadle delay,
the screcen lights with the legend ' +++ OHUFTICIENT DATA 44!
which flashes scveral tiues.

CATANI
Like, no comacnt.

HILIA
Commander Yoenig, nay I acl if you intend
to kecp these fuets confidential, or to
infoma ©11 personnel?




KON 1G
Subject to your advice, Doctor, I don't
think it's a gsecret we should or could
keep. Also, there are thing to be done,

CATANT
I was off-Alpha at the start of this, so
excusce me wanting it spelled-out - But
black sun or not, aren't we diving into
somcthing anyway with ecnough gravity to
squash us flat?

KXOLNIG
oee YCS,
CATAINI
LN ) Oh.
(OENIG
But the Professor -
BIERGIIAN
Has made another wild guess,
KON IG
Which leads us to one of the things to he

done.

CUT TO:
‘EXT. SURTACZE OI' IIOON.

On the undersidc of Alpha's rock, space-cuited IEN labour in
the low gravity to erect a feathery and graceful 8'~high tower
upon which is a mirror-shining silver syphere.

ANOTHER ANGILE -

To see, against the unchanged BG of space, & sccond tower
nearby, already in position. ’

CUT TO:
IOiT. ENGIIEERING SECTION, WORKSIIOP.

C.U. of a silver SPHIRLE, its curface scening to swirl and nove,
and reflecting Frofessor B.RGLAII. OP:ill OUT, CRAB C=ZEA, to see
BIRGIIAIl worliing absorbedly amongst cngincering hardware, He has
two, smaller, snhercs upon unckeshift stands; naltes a smoll

ad justment to the underside of onc with what looks like & light-
pencil, referring &s he does 5o, to 2 snall polygon-shapcd box
in his hand. Satisfied a2t length, he gits on the floor to aeti-
vate a stud on the polycsonal control box, und vwie sce why -

Between the two spheres over his head forng o shimmerias, Clat

planc of lig;ht. It i 4 Toreo—Liocld Loracd by Lhe ovexlipping
of two unti-grav Liclds., Borgmea is sawioficd, plensed, ind

rcuaches up to fliel it with & Linger. It gives & solid 'Ling!
like stecl.

CUT TO:




INT, CONTROIL CENTRE.

In control centre, KOINIG watches the comm-nonitor, 8s -

His IOV of IIONITOR to sec the spiace-suited MEN gstep back
from the now—crectced sccond towcer,

KOENIG switches to a NONITOR VIEVW of BERGIAN working, says -

KON IG
Professor, they're just finished.

CUT TO:
INT. ITU COITJIAND NMODULI.
CATANI, ready to fly, hears -
BERGIAN (0.S.)
I'm on my way.
CATANI cuts-in MTU's lift-off power.
CUT TO:

EXT. LANDING AND LAUNCHING PAD.

An ITU lifts-off the launch p2d, climbs silently away.
CUT TO:

EXT, TRAVELTUBE AND 1LIOON SURTACI.

A traveltube disgorges two suited-up lINN. As they pass CALZ:RA
we see through their visors they are KOLNIG and BERGIAN - who

carries his polygonal box.
CUT TO:

EXT. IOON SURFACE FROIL. SPACE.

The high-hovering LITU's POV down onto the two tiny FIGURES
as they walk between the two sphere-towers.

CUT TO:

EXT. 100N SURTACE AND SPHIR.D.

KOINIIGC and BIRGIAN have arrived between the spherce-towera.

VOm!IG (On DISTORT)
Aright, let's teost it out. Control,
are you nonitoring?

PECINIGIAL (0.5., DIZTORT)
Ve read youg Coisiander, Ve hiéve you in
view.

ROWNIG
Right.




BERGIMAN presses the stud on his small POLYGONAL control box.
Imnediately, & forceficld appears shimmering and glittering
over their heads. KOENIG stoops to pick-up 2 rock, throws it,
and it rebounds from the transparent field. BERGIAN turng—off
the field; it shrinks and dies. KOLNIG flicks a look upwards.

CUT TO:
EXT. GROUND-TC=S PACE OF IITU.

HIS POV of the LITU hevering above.
CUT TO:

EXT. IIOON SURFACE AND STPIERLES.

KOENIG and BERGIAN. (Voices on FILTER through helmet-mikes. )

KOENIG (ON FILTIR)
Vlell, it works.

BERGIIAN (FILTER)
It bounces rocks, anyway.

KOENIG (FILTER)
Second thoughts?

BERGIAN (FILTER)
And third and fourth, But if you think
it's a good idea.

KOENIG (FILTER)
kxay, Control. We'rc about ready. If
you'd hook me into Alpha network now.

TECHNICIAN (0.S., FILTER)
Yes, sir, and you wanted to know power
consumption. It's enornous, sir. Ve were
way over ninety-onec thousand.

BERGIIAN (FILTER)
Wait till we're on full power...

KOENIG (FILTER)
Link me, now, Control.

LOVING into C.U. KOENIG

ees ladies and gentlemen, this is Alpha
Comuander...

CUT TO:

mMT. TONTAGE OF LISTEIING CRIV.

Vhile XGANICG ospeaks OViIR, we CUT uround a lIONTAGE of CLREW
members grouped around Coaupoiils, listening -- ALl of Alyta
listens - To include OU, HuLailh, CATAHT in 131U, ete.




KOENIG
(Continues, 0.S., some FILTIR)

ese You ull know now the danger which
threatens us. I want to show you something
hopeful. Professor Bergman hus found that
ordinary anti-gravity generators - what we
know as Bergman effect machines - if fixed
to overlap and pr001esely in phase, create
a wholly new effect, a2 screcen, a gshield of
force that is in thcory quite unbreakable.
I thought you'd like to sce a first model

in operaticn. WVatch now.
CUT TO:
EXT. IIOON SURTACE AND 2 STIIERLES.

BERGIAN and KOENIG side by side - oddly apprehengive - as
again the screcn forms above their heads.

ANOTHER ANGLE -
Seen edge-on the SCREEN bisects TRALE.

BERGIAN (FILTIR)
Full power.

TECHNICIAN (0.S., FILTER)
Full power, Pro-: - Hey! What's tlhe ITTU doing?!

CUT TO:
EXT. SPACE AND ITU.

The MTU is in a power-dive, down and dovn towards -
CUT TO:

EXT. II0OON SURFACE TROII SPACE.

POV from the IITU of the - larger - forceccreen immediately
below and, hazily through it, the FIGURLS of the TVWO 1T,

CUT TO:
EXT. GROUIID-TO-SPACE OF IITU.

Their POV of the diving lITU.
CUT TO:

EXT. 1MOON SURFACE FROLI SPACE.

IITU's POV, neurer, then -
From the INTU slashes & puided ITOSLILE, dovm gtraipght towards
the 10d, hlt the SCRVILG and owr PICRURE ecxplodas in & LLGE
FLARY of nuclcetxr fisoion.

CUT 710:




INT. IIDICAL SECTION.

C.U. HELENA, recucts horrificd to the sight.
CUT TO:
EXT. 110011 SURFACE AND SCREXN.

ANOTHER ANGLE -

Fromn above the force~screen, of the raging inferno, the
now=forming poisonous atomic mmushroom, and -

CUT TO:
LXT. 100N SURFACE AND SPHERIS .

Same POV, but lower angle, again to sce the forcescrecn
biscecting PICTURE.

Above it, hell; below it, KOENIG and BERGIAN quite untouched,
laugh and - as well as space-suits permit - clap each other
on the backs.

X TO:
INT. PROF BERGIAII'S QUARTIRS &

C.U. HELINA, furious =-

HELENA
Unbelilevable, incredible stupidity!

2-SHOT. BIRGIIAIl, with her, holds up his hands -

BERGIIAN
But good for morale -

HELENA
llorale! The risk, Thc risk to you and
t0 the Alcomn!

BERGILIAN
Doctor, Doctor. It worked.
HELENA
And if it hadn't?
BIRGIIAI

Then we would hitve dicd just a couple of
days beforc cverybody else...

FPor a moment, thut silences her, then in a different tonc -
HETADA

lnd - your teveen — it retllly wight stve
us?




CHoe

BERGIAN
(Long pauce)
Do you believe... llclcna, would you
tell a patient if they were going to

die?
HELENA
I'd want to te told.
BIRGLAN

It will vake every anti-gravity generator
on Alpyha. Every IITU must be stripyped--dovm,
etrecry generator mountcd. They must be set
in exuctly the right ploces, in exactly
the right phase with each other; then and
only then, if we get it perfect, there is
& chance the sereen is truly unbreakable,..
by any conceivable force,

. HELERA
But ?

BERGIIAN
We don't know. We just don't know. The
forces inside 2 black sun are inconceivable.
Heat do hot it will not behave in any way
you can imagine. Pressures enough to collapse
the very structvre of an atop. But supjose my
screens do hold - what then? Do we live the
rest of our lives inside a black sun? Illow
long could we live? I'ive minutes? Ten? llo,
my honest answer is that I thinlk we shall
die. All of us, and wvcry soon.

C . Uo HELHIA .
cuT 10:

INT, IITU EAIIGIR.

The vows of 1iTUs, men busy about then.
CUT TO:

INT., C.U. XOENIG.

KOINIG.

. KOmTIG . )
Strip every ITU, but one. Leave us one.
The computer suys we cuan just spire it.
Ve may nced it. :

CUT TO:

LATe  10CCH SUKRFACK.

buited Ll ercet anotlicr wOVIER.

cut TO:




INT. KOINIG'S OFFICE.

KOENI_[G gsita at a computer console, feeding it figurasand
getting answers in the forn of print-outs, worlking absorbedly.
HELINA stundo watching him while, appirently, fhe ignores her.

HELENA
(After pause)
Did you hear what I suid?

XOENIG ’
I heard you.

HELENA
WVell?

KOINIG

Vould you turn-up the heating? It's
getting cold in here.

HELENA
That's all you're going to say?

KON IG
It's not like the Professor - or you =
to be defeatist.

. HELENA
It's not defecatist to face the truth.

KOXIIIG
(Wow looks at her)
Until we're dcad, we go on living.

HELENA regards hin.

HELIJTA
Is, uh, that an order? Sir?

KOI'IG rccognises the deadpan joke, laughs. Then SHE smiles.

KOINIG
Anyway, didn't Berguin give you his other
lovely theoxry?

HELEIA
Vhat?

XOINIG
The best yet. Apparently, forces inside
a blick sun vy do gtrunge things to the
nature ol spuce - hend spice, even time.
Turn sypice inside out or zsome such. So, if
the ocrceens do hold, we just nisht be
squerzed 1iko sone cherry-stone ind - blip! -
suddenldy Liod vevselves on the obther sidce
of the wniverse.




[ % "

Obviously, HE docon't take thut ideca at all seriously.

HELINA
soe Blip?
KOINIG
(Gravely)
Blil‘ °

CUT TO:

INT. ENGINSWRING VCORLSIIOD.

BERGIIAN, passing through, sces -

IEN, with enough of the forward part of an JMTU for it to be
recognizeable, work stripping it dovm., THEY extract from its
nose-cone thc silvexr SPIHENRI which is its antigrav generator -
The gaping hole left clearly showing any IITU so treated is

out of comicsion, This spherc is placed with a pile of others,
Despite the heavy work, one IARN rubs his hands and beats his
arus to kecep warn,

X TO:
INT. CONPUTER ROOlLi.

(A small set. This is the nerve. centre of the computer bui,
gsince 8o much of it is elseiwwhere and only integrated here,
this room is small - Floor to ceiling detachabl: panelu of
controls and dials on two of its walls,)

Some of the access panels arc open, and BERGIAN enters to
find the room apparently enpty. He's about to exit, when -

OUIR (V.0.S.)
Vell, o™i You chouvld have said.
No-one cén reconcile conilicting orders.
You have sensors, and if it takes more
power, well -

BIERGINAN
Hello?

The VOICE breaks orf. A momentory pouse, then OUNL emerges
fron one of the access puncls, carrying tools and a blocl
of transitorized equipnent.

OUIA
Oh, excuse e, Frofessor,

BrRGILL
Execusce me. I, uh,
(Glonces tovwiurds prnel)
eoe Yivhhur npopod vo 1Hnd you wlone.

Uik
Yes?
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BLRGIAN
I con come bick. Your colleaguc...?

OUI
Oh. No. I wus talking to Centrul Computor.
I thought we had a fault.,

BERGIAL
In our heating circuits?

OUl. ’
We were progrimed to utilisze minimum powver
for usual heuting services, during your
force~field deuonstrition. No-one had thought
to rescind the instruction.

BERGLIAN
But you've now found it's tuking even more
power to maintain the same temperature?

OUIA
There's no shortage of power.

BERGIIAN
Therc will be. The blaclk sun is leaching
heat from us -~ llore and more as we come
closer. Also, the scrcens will need an
enornous quantity of power. By my reckoning,
it will take every erg of power we can
produce, just for those two functions. Ve
won't e able to afford power for anything
else.

oUlI8
Well, it won't hurt people to walk.

BERGIAN
Anything else.

OoUIL
Some things are essential, of course,
Profecsor. The computer -

BERGLAN
In ny considered opinion, Iir Oumi, Central
Conmputer will have to be shut down.

. OULR
Dapossible!
BIRGLIAL ‘
Central Conputer itscelfl e ruissoirsasm

will have to condira it.
CuT ?0:



INT. XOERIG" OI'WICE.

KOENIG, and Dr RUSSELL 5till with him, is again at his
computer consolees A lust word typed -

KON IG
So. Now we'll scc.

Then the screen lights with the computer's answer -
" SECRET A'D CONIMIDENTIAL
TO ALCOIi AND COLI ILD SIC
PROJECT LSCAYE LIFEBOAT

IAXTIIUNL POSS IBLE NUIBER
CREV +++ 10 Pull3 OIS 10 +-++

NAIES SELECTED TO IAXIIIE
STATED CRITERIA ++4+ 5 IALE 5 +++
5 FEIHALE 5 +++ YOLLOWIZIG +++ "

The message is replaccd by another -

" LAST POSS5 IBLE DETARTURE ALPHA
OI' ESCATYE LITEBOAT ITU
+++ 1703 HOURS -++4 DAY 294/10 +++

CREW TO COIORISE ecmemmmeemm

IALE: PEIATE:

AICOII XOITIIG + DR H RUSSELL

C CATANI +++++ S SABATINI

G SIOITH ++++++ E HULLEDT

E OSBGO0D +++++ V TAICUY

A FIISOT +++++ 11 VAN DER HOLM

HELENA and KOZINIG frown ot the answer -

- HELITA
I thought you clearly stated -

When there is 2 deep, thunderous KIOCIIIIG at Koenig's door.
Irritated to be disturbed, LOLIIG nevertheless strides to
the door, presents his IDX to open it, but the door stays
fast shut. He tries cgain, fails,

XOIIG
Dooxr's jarraed, nowv,

The PCULDIIG again, mufTled throuch the thiclk nmetal.

Cul TO:




CYe

IT. OUTSIDE KOENIG'S OFPICE.

OUIOD and 2 small kmot of PEOYLE are gothered about the
outside of Koenig's door. They have tried and failed to be
adnitted. Now OUII has talken up some heavy objeet to hand

and is beuting on the door to try to get the Alcoa's rcspongse.

CUT TO:
INT,.  KOLNIG'S OrFI‘ICE.

KOENIG rounds on the couputer console.

KOENIG
What's happened to nmy door, Computer?

No response.
2-5HOY, KOENIG and HELINA

KOENIG
Give me voice, Computer.

COIPUTER (V.0.S.)
You heve voice, Commander.,

KON IG
What's happened to my door?

COIIUTER (V.0.5.)
Your door is secured, Commander.

HIELLETA
Secured? You've locked it?

COMPUTER (V.0.S.)
Professor Bergmon, Dr Russell and Alcom
Koenig will be confained to rooms two and
fifty-onc until further notice. Food will,
of course, be -

KO IG
WWhy?

COIPUTER (V.0.5.)
Provided. Alpha secwrity dictates this
action., It is regretted.

. KOE!IG
Open thut door. WVho authorized this?

COITUYR (V0.8 )
I have no authority. You arc deteined for-
your ovm [;00d.

FOU TG crd Da RUGOELDL cxelimge locku.
FTADL O,

—— s e e

1311 A YN0,




ACT THRIE
FADE IIi:
EXT, VIET OI' SPACE.

Again the same POV chend of Alpha - the rim of stars - but
now the 'blacker blaclmess' is necurer; very dinly begins to
be discernible as - what? - a looning shape, a black hole,
a total absence of light. TULLILG BDACK to see it is again
on 2 TV nonitor SCRIMI, and -

CUT TO:

INT. PROT" BINGLAI 'S QUARTIRS .

BIRGIAIl sits Dbefore the monitor as if mesmerised, heed in
hands looling at it, lost in dcepest thought. Spread belfore
hin, all abvout him, ic a welter of papers, charts, computer
print-out, cverywhere. lc has been working very hard. llzybe
he's still working. PANLOIG to POV past him, also taking-in
the SCREII', and its view of spuce. Now the monitor picture
flickers, is lost, cones back, flickers agasin, several timce
finally to be replaced by o view of -

KOENIG, with HELENA.

KORII IG
Can you hear me, Professor? Professor,
can you hear me?

BERGIIAN
Mn? What?

KOaTIG
(To Helena)
Welve got hinm,
. (To Professor)
At last. Professor, are you locked-in,
too?
BIRGLIAIT
WVhet? O, ycs. Stupid computert's got some
bee in its bonmet. But John, the most
extraordinary thing -

IXT, XOLITIG'S OFFICL.

Sceing BERGIAII now on Iloenig's TV monitor.

(Ana fro.i here on intercutting between Ioenis and Helena,
and Trof Bergaun, and variouws nonitor views 24 scen by the
othcr - '

BELGIIAT
vonething: clie, witirely -

VO IG
Will it lol you concnmdencte with cuyone
cloe? Ve e ooaldly et Blarough to you,
apparestly.




34
Still intercutting -

BERGLIAT
It wunt®s us incommunicado, Don't worry
about it. But L've been working on some
cilculations, andI've got an incrcedible
resulv.,

KON IG
Incorumunicado? Why?

BIRGLIAL
It's obvious., Sce - I wanted analyses of
previous duangers we've Tacedand come through.
Bit of a long shot, but... Anyway, friend
Conputer pointed it out - A statisticul
imposcibility.

IO IG
What are you tallzing about?

BIRGLAN
Probability statistics analysis.

KOMNIG
Probability...? Will it get us out of hcere?
There's a thousand urgent matters to sce to.
LRGLAN .
Stuff an¢ nonsense. There's nothing to do
that isn't being done. Listen to me. I fed
programacs to the couputer for probability
figures for every danger ve've becn throuzh.
Of course, the totals are cwwmlative. Vell,
the inprobitbility of our having survived &t
all - never nind tine after tinme - con® to
within a whisker of being infinite.

HELIITA
VWhat's this got to do with - ?

BERGIIAI
Now, any inprobability that close to infinity
becones, of course, inpossible. Ergo, we cin
not huve survived, vie nmust @ll be long dead.
Yet, herc we arc. D'you sec what I'n driving
at, ch? lmm?

KO 1G
o, Frankly .

BXRGLAL -
Therc muct be @notlicar Luctor, not token into
account. 4 fuctor 4he coxpputer &nd I :nissed.
But wve ciin prove wve aiciied nothing: of thai
order. o, lhitt lewwves only one possible tuswer




Still intercutting -

HELIZIA
(Reluctantly curious now)
What?
BIRGIAN

Outside intervention.

XO:NIG
You're grasping at stravs.

BERGIAN ’
Somcone — something - outside Alpha hon
tuken notice of us, has taken & hand in our
affuirs, time after time, ond bailed us out,
saved us. Perhaps, inside the black sun -

. HELERA
Who? '

BIERGILAN
Well, the shecer physical poviers involved
show it's supra-human. Supra, not super, in
the sense of not-humen, beyond humenity,
alien to -

HELENA
And why?

BERGIIA
Ah. Vho lmows why? Vho can know? A being -
beings - on that level, a cosnic intelligence,
would huve uninaginable reasons of its own.

LOINIG
A cosnic intelligence?

BERGIIAL
Therc's no other explanation. By every lew
of scicnce we'd be dectad; vnless -

KOEIIG
Professor Bergmen. I've heard sonic veixrd
end wonderful ideus in ny time, dbul...
Alyight, Professor, will you now apply your
non-cosiiic intelligence to the rather nore
wrgent problens of why we arc confined, @nd
now vie are to get out.

BERGIAL
You don't lmow? Oh. Vell, the conputer
heurd we shall have to turn it off. Althoush
it hos no will-to-life, this’ coniflicts with
its priv.e dircetive o kcen Llphie safe ot
0l1]l couts. Vhile it trics to reoolve the
wvesolyible, it conmiined the puople viith
suthority crourls to de—uctivete it. ha to
gething, out - Ob, Ouud will oo all this and
araisy,e it

CuU't Lo
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INT.  COITUTER ROOLL.

OUliA cnters. The door closes, and he leines with his bock
against it; looks up -

OUIA
You Imow, Commuter, somectimes I Torget.
I start to thinlk you're intelligent, but
yov're not. You're & moron.

Still looking up, OUIA noves into the room.

HIS POV - to see a small TV CALLERA, fixed 7' high, focussecd
on hin, and whic.: moves as he noves, following him about.

OUIA )
All Xmowledge und no wisdom. Stuffed full of
facts, but no judgenent. That's wvhy you are
stupid.

VIDE ARGLE - to take—in OULA and the CAILRA still following
him. An access-panel stonds still-open frow before.

OUILA
You mow what I'n going to do now? I'nm
going to shut you dovm nyself.

He malkes towards the access panel. It slams shut in his face.

OUTIA
(Laughs)
Oh, you hove a lot to learn, Ccuputer.
Yoa have to learm your job. Nobody ever
told you to shut doors on people.

OUlih moves to take-up —~ fron among the tools he was using
earlicr - a long and heavy metal wrench-lilke object.

OUlTA
I can smash you from out here, and I will.

HE goes to stond before o bank of iustruvumts, raises the
we,pon.

C.Ue The CAIIZRA -~ as it cliclis-round turrct lenses to see
hin closcer. :

RISULE G.S. ,
COLUTER (V.0.3.)
It is a nincty—cight point two cight five
percent probubility that you.are bluffing,.
You ure logicil. Too logicul to destroy
viluuble und irrceplicceable cquijmaent. I eén
sce that you - ’

oA wheels cwddenly, «nd striles of thie @V CLIERA., It snashes
with o flure of shorted-cvot clectyricity.




OUJIA
Now you cun't scc. I'm net bluffing beetuse
you huve to lenrn this. llow open {hat access
pancl - and rclcuse the Alcon, the Irofessor
and Dr Russell.

COITURER (V.0.S5.)
There ic no prrogriuuie fox» this. I hove a
prime and over-riding dircctive to keep Alpht
sare in 4l1l circwtimees - Lven againgt the
errors of illogoical wmen. Alpha i in duncer
of destruction now, 2nd I ctnnot obey the
dircective il I héve been de=ictivatcede

OUlTA
You can't obey il you're gmashed, either.
Now open thoce doors. '

COITPUTER (V.0.9)
If that is an instruetion, what order of
priority does it carry?

It's prinme.

OUIA gently taps a panel with his wrench. A puase, then the
access door opens. This is reflccted by a small light which
comes-u)p in another pinel. .

OUIA
And the others.

COIPUTER (V.C.S.)
I hove 2 paradox. Two conflicting priues.
If nen wre ny «rns and legs -

OULA
Wrong. llen are your broin. The point is,
Computer,; you obey orders, &nd no nove., IT
those orders conflict, you recport parcdce::,
You do not act yocwrself, you report it. llow
open those doors!d

Two more lights cone-up on the punel. OULA registers relicf.
CcOI2UTER (V.0.3)
I see. Thonk you.

OUIA
(Lronicul)
Thunk you.
COrutsR (V.0.5.)
Do I 4till retuin the right to crpuc?
Gl A
VLo counld stop you®?

cum 20:




IT. _KOiN1G' OFFICIH.

KOIIG, trailed by HELENA, strides towards the now-open
f!lnd.n.ng doors that oepert ato hio office from Control Ccntre.

CUT TO:

INT., COLTROL Cilithl.

BiRGLADL entexrs 1o the other side of Control Centre as
KOMNIG approaches the comammications ('onuole, suys to a
blonde heitd -~

KOENIG
All scction heuds to report progrecs,
Nnowv.
(He sces her)
What arc you doing back on duty?

ANTOTHIR ALGLE -
Do see it is SAKDRA, as BHRGIAN and IELEMA entcr FRAIE.

S AITDRA
I'd rather, Cominder. There's things
to do.

KOXIG looks a auestion at NEL:NA. She makes & moue, bub Hods.,
HE accepts this - then frowns fo sce the LIOKITOR VILY thet

SANDRA has before her.
It is of the looming BLACIK LUI.

KO IG leans ccross her and turns it off. Gently says -

: KON IG
Section heads,
SAIIDRA
Yeo, sir. . '
(C»L-‘.lu )

Sceetion heads, please, this is Cenftra
Control. Scction hcuds to report work
in progress to Alcom, now.

S1{? switches to another ILOKITOR VIIWV.
CUT TO:

E{T. 1700l SURCE ALD JPIERS .

Syece-suited LEI wre reising tnother tover. and silver oyherc
in ¥G. ()-'.l.rl, ’):'cl’—l;i b, widentificble, turns Lo ChAli. BT
hin, otler :ion txe in fnd ovi of trovelitubes wibls Surveyis?
UNnd cors irac .,“.z- e ety vore Gyheres, &1l very buny. Lo
thie lunir Jiawiscuwyse in studaced with the grocelul towers.
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VOICE (0.8,.)
Communder. Technical and Engineering.
We have all but four of the Bergman effect
gencrators in position, sir. We shall be
ready to tect on schedule, in {orty-one
minutec, Do you nced reports from Security
and Reconnéisuince, sir? They are working
under T and I presently,

KOINIG
No. And well donec. That's grest news.
Give aue IT and S, now.

CUT TO:

INT. GINNERATCOR ROQOIiI

A white-coatcd AN faces CAll. Behind him an® IIIPRESSION only
of banks of nuclear generators and rows and rows of heavy-
voltage switchgear. Ilachincry SOUNDS.

IBS IMAN
Ilaintenance and Service have 2 small
problem with that forty-one minute
schedule, Commander.

KOLNIG (0.S.)
Vhat? .
1BS IAN
We can't give you full power - even

by cutting 211 other services.

CUT TO:

INT. CONTROL CEINTRE.

KOINIG turns to BERGIAN, Include HELAIA and SAIIDRA.

BERGIIAIY
We don't nced full powver for the test.

KO IG
Can you give us ninirmunm by then?

1S AN (0.5.)
Yes, sir, just.

XOLNIG
Comnputer - Veice. How long have we got
leit before we need full power on those
gcreens? :

COIPUTER: (V0.5 ..)
our hundrced @nd <ten nirutes, islcom
Kocuig, but -

W VAN

We won ¥4 sk steven hours, Couninder,
cven with €11 progriuiicd cconoaies.




BIRGIIAN
Then we'll mike Some more.

KOINIG
(To Bergman)
Can you help?

BERGIIAN
I do. umy, have an idea or two, yecs. And
of cowrse, fricnd Conputer will save us
an awlul lot of power.,
COLUTER (V.0.5.)
Comninder, I have not been properly
consulted on this question of deactivating -

KOENIG
I don't propose to debate it wrbh you,

presently, Comvuter.

(Twans to image of IXS man)
Professor Bergnan's on his way to help.
Stores - Report.

CUT TO:

"EXT. TLANDING AND LAUNCHING PAD.

A 1AN at the hatch of a lone I.ITU Behind him, a couple of
OTHERS arc loading stores.

STORLS IAN
Sir, 2ll A,0.K., excepnt one smsil proble:u
of manpower lolding this 1ITU. T end E have
most available labour. Vhen's last departure
time for the lifeboat, sir?

CUT TO:

IOiT. COLTROL CZHTRIS.

C.U. a DIGITAL CLOCK, as it clicks-on a minute.

KOINIG looks at it, turns back to screen -

XOENIG
Onc hundred and eighty-scven mlnutes.
I'll see if I can find you some upar
misclc.

AUOTIIER ALGLE -
As HELUIL smiles = and in BG we should sec 2 passing CRIVVIAN -
Hi LA
WVon't I do? I'a thouvt 4o uselul here as
drapzs on &4 4V sercen presently. I cun
louad & liteboirt.



30.
A5 XKOENIC omiles -
ZOOM into C.U. of the pasgsing CREWIAN,
CREWIAN
(Inamdibly) /
Lifcbont?
IIX TO:

IIT. CORLIDOR.

2-SHOT - The CLEWIALI and now another GIRL TICHIC IAN.

GIRL TLCH
Lifecboat?
1iC TO:
INT. ENGINECRING WORISHOT.
C.U. and ILIGIILER.
NG INEER
Who for, though?
ITX TO:

EXT. LADTIG AND LAUNCHING TAD.

A suited-up HELIRA is passing boxes of supplies up into
the IiTU,

VIDE ANGLE -

As another mén - call him HARRIS - suited also, brings more
boxes. Through her visor, he rccogniscs HELEA, stares &l her
She returns the look, curiouc. Suddenly, he bursts out -

HARRIS (On filter)
You one of the rats then?
HELIMIA (On filter)
(Iecily)
I beg your pardon?

HARRTS (On filter)
(Bitterly)

Leaving the sinking ship? You and Koenig
saving yourselves, urc you?
C.U. HLL.IIA 28 she otarcs at hin.

11D TO:




3y
INT. CONTROL CENTRIE.

C.S. A shoulder-high veraion of the POLYGONAL CONTROL BOX,
now set-up in the middle of Control Centre.

PULLING BACK to take in KOENIG watching TECINICIANS making
adjustments to the thigh-thick cables leading to it, as -

15 . BERGIIAKR enters SI1I0T, now returned.

KOENIG
Power?

BERGIIAN
Inough, with the Computer on standby
only. ;

BERGIAN waves away the TECHIIICIANS.
Take a SHOT of KOENIG amused - The maestro's back.

BIRGIAL regards the POLYGON critically. It means somcthing to
him. He rcaches into one of the faces of it, and his hands
pass inside. Are all its fuces insubstantial? He makes some

adjustaent which sutisfies him.

BERGIAI
I, .
KOENIG
(Smiling)
All in 211, glad you came alonyg, Victor?

SANDRA (0.8.)
T™vo minutes to start test.

BERGIAN
(Slow smile)
I'll,.. tcll you -tomorrov, John.

VIDE ANGIE., The Control Centre isc fully-nmanned., KOENIC turns
to OUIA -
KON IG
Ifr Ouma, could you put the Conputer on

standby pover, escenticl service2 only,
without getting an arguuaent?

OUMA
Yes, Comménder.
OUIA begins turning-off switches, when -

COITLUPER (Ve0.5.)
Thic is tenporary only, beeiuse -

VWhen, ot cnotlexr owitch, the cospuler's VOICE in cut-oif.




Ve
BERGIAN laughs aloud. Smiles all round, belying tension.

SANDRA
Nincty scconds.

ANOTHER ANGLE -

As HELENA - 9till suited-up, but now minus helmet - enters
all-but Ifrogmarching before her the man HARRIS.

TIGIITE; SHOT as she reaches NOIIG.

HELIA
Commtnder, do you have a moment?

WOXNIG
We're on countdown to test,

ILLENA
How close? This is urgent.

KOINIG
It'll have to wait, Doctor, I'm afraid.

HELITA
And private.

SANDRA (0.S.)
Sixty seconds.

KOLENIG
In a wivesl. In my office.

C.U. HARRI3, defiant.
CUT TO:

EXT. J1OCHT SURFACE AIID STIIERLS.

PANNTIG SHOT of the lunar landscape, now deserted but for
the far-spaced rows of the QIIERI-TOVERS.

CUT TO:

EXT. ALDPHA COLIPLIX AlID S DPILIRES.
High anglc SHOT of the ALITIA BUILDINGS COLILEX, now also
studded with TOVERS, _
SAIDRA (03.)
Thirty scconds.
KOMIIe (0454)
All power -~ Stuandby.

VARLCGU: VOICEHD (045.)
whanding by.




Gl

KOINIC (0.9.)
Confirn gsetting for minimum test.

BERGIIAN (03.)
Inimum test confirmed.

On the SOUND of Alpha's ululating personncl olarms -
CUT TO:

INT. CONTROL CINTRE. | ,

Continuing S QUKD of alarns.
CUTTING around C.U.s the expectant faces.

SANDRA
Fifteen seconds.

BERGIAN moves to the FPOLYGOI, rcaches & hand onto its .control.

S AITDRA
Ten seconds, nine, eight, seven, SiX...

C.U. KOENIG.

SANDRA (0OS,)
Five,; four, threc, twc, one, zero, go.

LOLENIG
Go test.

The ALARIB stop. In the sudden silence:
BERGIIALI activates.

The POLYGOLR blazes sudden colour -~ pale pastel colours which
change, shift, run together.

IIOVE into C.U. POLYGCIl.
CUT TO:

EXT. 100N SURFACE ALLD ¥Oj CEFIELDS .

High angle SHOT (not view from spuce) of an arca of Alpha's
surface just above the overlopping;, circular forceficlds,
which also chimzer diiferent colowrs and look, perhaps, lile
nothing so nuch a8 trinslucent chuin-mail., (Do it with dises
of perspex, und light?) 4Ahead the BG oi the Blick Sun...

cut TO:



I‘d -

INT. COLTROL CillTRI.

C.U. KOINIG, pleased,
C.lie BERGIIL thoughtlul,

C.U. SANDRA, pleased.
SAIIDRA
It's... beautitul, Like fichocales.
M.S. LOENIG, DBIRGLAL ete., and in BG the sercens on LIONITOR.
ROLINIG
It works.

5IRGLIAIV
Leave it rwning, though., There's a tiny
flicker on... filty-four.

KOLNIG
Leave it running.
SANDRA
Comunder - Docior Russell.
KOZIIG nods, turns away,
BiRGITAN
It'1l get very cold. There's no ha2ut on.

KOiNIG
(As he goes)
Well, suit-up anyone who fecls it.

BishiGIIAN
But -~

But KO:HMIG has gone.
CUT 20z

INT.  KOJIIN'S OXFICE.

HELMA sits wscpeaking, watching HARRTS.

KOINIG enters.

! EOIIT1G
Doctor?

LBl aid
(Gtending)
Vie vecin o hiove
(Looks wf Hiais)

Lonatiny oo ouit hhaad,




‘rJe

: HARR TS
I didn't suy that,

HELA
It's leaked that there's a lifeboat.
The generul concensus of opinion seems
to be that it's for you and I and ohbirsy
Alpha scction heuds .only.

KOIW IG
Harris?

HARRIS
Everybody's saying it... Sie,

KOINIG
(to Helena) :
Iln. I wanted to lecave it wntil we were
swre of the screcns, but...

KOENIG goes to his commpost, selects-on.

SANDRA (0.5.)
Yes, Commander?

KOLNIG
Hook me into Alpha network, Sandra., I
have an announceunent to make.

SAIDRA (0G.)
Yoo, air.

I.OVING into C.U. KOINIG.

KON IG
Row hedr tlhis., This is Alpha Commander.
We have an wpleasant fact to face, now.
Despite the Bergman screens presently over
our heads, it is no more than & slin hope
that Alpha will survive beyond the next few
hours,..

INT. FLGINL RING SECTION, VORLNOD,

C.U. KOHIIG, as his VOICE continues -

PULLING BACK to secc he is now upon the Worlsshop's commpost
JONITOR, FACHES watching -

ROM. 1G
Thercefor, onc ITU - « lifebout - has been
kept intaet, and cquipped with supplics to
ctrry Iive male und five femile persons...
MIOTNER ALGIE -
To gsee wripl CRENLYL Listening.

cuT 1o:




N4,

INT. CILITRAL COHNTROL.

CUTTOIG around the C.U. fnees =
C.U. BERGIAN

KOIRIG (Continues, 0.5.)
eee Perhaps, alonc in the galuxy, these ten

C.U. SANDRA,
«es hatve no better chince thun ours, but
C.U. OuiA

eeo they will leave Alpha Ly 1703 hours ot
the lutest.

C.U. TuCHIcIClﬁn .

ees Contral Computer, instructed to @lect
people nmost likely to survive,

C.U. CATANI
| +ee and despite orders to the contrary,

C.U. GIRL TECH. s
eee incluviled me.
CUT TO:
T, IIOENIG'S OFiIC:E.

C.U. HEL:TTA

KOENTG (Con'lzlm,.es, 0:5:)
I nced hardly say. that

C.U. HARRIS.
veo. My job is hc;-o_, and I shall not go.
C.U. KOENIG HI.DiIl.
XOLIIIG

(Coniinves)
For the rcot, here arc the tven names,

Ji.de KOWLIG, 0o he fcods-in o typed list.

Coide TIULTRON 1o cee the liut of nitnes (as carlicr; now with
tLan Yeng IR.8 substilubzd Lor liocnigsts om.)

WIS ALGLE - LG 006, i gy WG Roundyr owitches—-ofT,
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HARRIS goes to sSpeak -

KON IG
Alright, ne reeriminctions, iarris,

HARRK TS
Thonk you, sir, and...

KOENIG
Now back to work.

HARRIS
And I'm sorry.

KOENIG smiles faintly, nods, as HARRIS exits. WVhen he's gone -

KOENIG
It's begimning to get very cold.

HELERA
I'm not going.

KOENIG
Not going?

HELENA
On the LTU., I'm not going.

KO IG
(Regerds her.)
Oh? Another 'mutiny'?

HELENA
Yes.
KON IG
I'1l]l maeke it an oxder, if I have to,
Helena.
HELENA
There ¢re two reasons why not.
KON IG

I've thought of all the reusons.

HELITA
One, I'm a section hecd, and I don't run,
either., It's bud for morile.

LOMNIG
The conputer was of the opinion thut
moritle is irrelevint, now, :

HELINA
Ag the Alpha poyehcelogist, I distgree.

KOG
md s Commtnder, I over-=rule yon. This ion't
the tine 1oy noblce guoisbures,




HELXHA
Let me give you a selfish rcason, then.
You said it - Alonc in the galaxy. An
alien guluxy, cut—off from Alphu's tech-
nology, just ten pcople, certain there's
no po3sible landfall within scouting
distance., The IITU doesn't have a whisper
of a chance, and you lnow it.

KOENIG
I don't knmow it.

HET.ENA
I wont to stay here and talke my chances with
(Is she going to say ‘'you'?)
all of you.

KON IG
No.

HELITTA
Then that can only wean that you believe -
SscreenS or no screcns - Alpha has less
than a whisper of 4 chance.

XOLiiIG
Doctor Russell, you have about two hours
to pack,

HELLRA

(Eyex him)
Then... I'll say goodbye here.

KOILIl IG
ess Y€8,

THEY regard each other. At last, HELENA swings on her heel,
and exits quickly.

CUT T0:

INT, CONTROL CENTRE.

C.5. BERGIAN frovns, concerned, vitching the control POLYLO:
One of its many fucets is pulsing to bluck; its light dying,
flickering.
M.S. as HE gces to SAKDRA, says -
BERGLIAN
Sandri, ctil you give me & monitor view
of scctor fifty--four?

DADRA
Yes, Proflcnsor,

OHE selcens avilches.




EXT. NOON SURIFACIZ AND TFORCEFINIIL .

SHOT, again from above, over +the iridescent sea of force-
fields; but now, onc circlc, towurds FG, is wavering, and
failing.

CUT TO:

INT. CONTROL C:I'RE.

C.U. BERGIAN, very concerncd,
IIIX TO:

EXT. ILiOON SURPFACE AND FOICEFINLIDS.

C.U. BIRGIAN through visor of space-suit, moving, passes CALII,
ANOTHER ANGLE — |

As HE stops at the foot of a pylon. Over his head stretches
the wubrella of the fields, but immediately above him, this
screen is only weorking intermittently, flickering.

M.S. and LIOVING IN, as BERGIAN climbs the few steps of the
tower to reach up to the wnderside of the sphere,

C.U. as HE xeaches his hand up to touch the opening in the
Sphere's bhasc, As it touches ="

Blue fire, filling FRAIIE.

L.5. as the spacec-suited I"IGURE, bathed in blue flame, falls
slowly from the pylon, lies inert, crumpled on the ground.
The forcefields have gone, blown-out, and now again we can
clearly see beyond the looning, now enormcus, Black Sun...

a great block nole, 1lit at its peripheries by distant stars
and, here and there, strcaks of cuptured spuce debris,

FADE OUT.

BN OF ACT TIREE.




48,
ACT I'OUR,
TADE IN:
INTs CONTROL CIHTRL.

ICE.
ICE covers the inert FPOLYGON.

White=glittering ICE coats the main IMSTRUILNT JANLL.
Dead silencc. Nothing noves.

Slowly PULLIIG BACK, PANNING, to find a frozen, white-icc-
covered, spice-=suited I'IGURE wuaoving in Sandra's usual
place. .

CRABBIIIG, OPLN INNG-UP, to see the frozen FIGURE alone in a
control room half-dark, on only the sketchiest of emergency
lighting.

The ICE is everywherc.
Slowly PANRING back onto SANDRA, IIOVING-TIN.

Then SHE moves slightly, ice-crucking, and we lmow she is
alive.

CUT TO:
INT., CORRIDOR.

FROST on the glass screcen of 2 COIIIPUBT makes delicate patterns
PAN, PULL FOCUS, to take-in the iced-up, deserted corridor,
near to a traveltube entronce. Dowvn one wall, a broken water
pipe somewherc has hung heavy icicles; oddly beautiful in the
now=absence of any gravity.

Now a IAll emerges from a room, and trudges crunching ice, up
the corridor, fully space-suited aguinst the cold. Absently,

HE stops by the traveltube @nd presents his IDX to summon it.
Hothing happens. He remenbers, then, and trudges awuy,

CUT TO:

INT. JEDICAL SLCTION RIECTEITION.

C.U. a portable IALP-HEATIER combined. HAITUS in spice gloves
varm themselves at it.

li.s. Surrownded by 2 ring of the improvised hcaters, BLRCLAN
lics uncorceious on & diameostic bed. But none of its equip-
ment worims, without power. The Llight i petehy. llo gravity.

WIDER -




T

HELINA stands over BuRGIAN, watched by XOLNIG. Both are

in suits, but without helmcts. SHE holds a hypodermic that
looks like a gun (woirks by high-pressure spray, not necdle)
80 we are not sure whitt is happening at first,

HELENA
Are yow surc this is ncccessary?
KOLNIG
Wwill it hurt him?
HELENA
No, but...
KON IG
Do it.

HELINA turns BERGINIi's head, and injects the spray at the
base of his slkull, wipes it with lint. THEY watch, wait.

HELENA
I changed the batterics - theéy were drained -
And they're supposed to be inexhaustible.

KOENIG
How long?

HELENA
Give it time. He'd be dezd, but for his
mechanical heart. BEeemssemaerr=miimsensa.,

KO IG
Welre running out of time. I have to know
why those screens blew. I cen't wait, Ve'll
freeze before we're crushed without power,
and I don't viant to restore power until I
know it won't blow again.

HELIRA
Turn off the screens.

KOIIIG
He kmew - &nd Central Conmputer lmew - how.
If it blows again, there won'iv be time to
fix dit. ‘

HELITA
He's gtirring. He... nty not talk sense.

Faintly, BERGLIAN begins to rock hig heod, as if to relieve
pressure on the buel of his neck. Vhen his lips move, TIY
bend to heuxr any wordo, -

BERGLED

(Very fuintly)
Help.,




KOIENIG
What did he say?

HELINA
(Dryly)
He said help.

BERGIAN
(Just audibly) _
Help us. Plcuse help us,., Please.

KOTH IG
Victor? Can you hecar me?
BERGIIAI
(Louder)
No.
KON IG

Do you remember the accident? VWhat nade
the screens blow? How do I turn them off?
Can you understund me? Victor?

BLRGLIAN
I think I understand... Otherwise we could
not have survived. I'm not a religious man.
The only expluenation. Perhaps - Perhaps
inside... We can nake some sort of contoct.
Intelligence of that order. Comravnicate...
Insidce... the black sun.

HELLIIA
I'm sorry. You're getting his thoughts at
the time of the accident. Vhy it happened
isn't a mcnory.

KO Itx
Victor, hecar me. This is important, listen.
Can I risk resioring the power?

BILRGIAN
Ingside the black sun... anything's possible.
Ve have to go incide to... tulk. I wonder...
Yes, I wonder.

KO IG
Can we turn-on the power again?

BLRGLIAT]
Avnk,.. Ask the Conpmtar?

Hi2 £6alls silent, cguin unconccious,
IALINA

Loty cone. Did that m:Xe gerae? About
The conpatery
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KOEN IG
lbybe he's right, but with the power off,
the computer'os not working.

HELLITA
Well...

MOVINNG TIiTO
EXTRELE C.U. KOLNTG.

KOLNIG
s o0 Y(‘Jall.

IOIX TO:
INT. COIITROL CIENYRL.

ICE CHIBRS fly as & felling-axe bitcs into the thigh-thick
electrical CABLE which supplies the POLYGON, revealinpg heavy
braided wire and insulation. The CIHIIS heng weightless.

ViIDER -

A suited-up IAN weilds the axe. Vhen HE stops for a breath,
‘we see it is CATANI, Still the poor lighting.

ANOTHER ANGLE -

KOENIG, watching other suitcd 1IN at work with heaters o=
they melt ice from the controls, hecurs the axe «top, 8nd
turns .

CATANI (CN I'ILTER)
What anmn I - the only man who still
remembers how to use an axe?

KOMTIG (O FILTER)
I'm a farm-boy, too.

CATANI (Ol FILTER)
Ah. LN J

It's a good-natured grouse. He starts work again.
CuT TO:

INT. IIEDICAL SECTION RECEIMMION,

Alone, still ringed by the henter-lanps, BERGLAN stirs end
croans in his clceep. A NUILE burrics to him, but he's eslecep.

’ . CUT TO:

Jiite COITROT, CIIITE,

LA oot wie-wlow, Gnd thie CAbhl poate, Oac QUMY as anolheer
? ]
LA speays e plistic dinvwlation over Ghe cxposed cible,

ALIODIER ALGTY -




KOENIG, suddenly very much in command, swings into action.

KOENIG QON I'ILTER)
Right.

TECHNICIANS make way for HIIl as he approaches the control
board, now freed of ice. Before the switches, momenturily
he hesitates, then secleets one. Lighls blaze suddenliy. The
beginnings of steum 28 ice mealts to returning heat. Gruvity.
KOLIVIG reimoves his heluet - as do the others drownd. Ocee
OUIII and SALDRA now. And a JIOHITOR VILEY of the Black Dun -
which KOLIIG kills., .
KOENIG
(To Ounmi)
Oxay, I Ouma, let's bring Central
Computer back from the dead.

OUIA
Yes, sir.

HT begins selecting switches - reversing the switch-off
prcocceedurc.

KOENIG
What's the betting it says, "Where am I'?

OUIA
No bet, Cormitnder.... Central Conputer
is functioning again.

The Computerts SCRELIl comes live, and the legend '+++ WIAT
HAS HAPPINIZD QUERY +++' is immediately printed-up.

KOIN IG
Voice, Conputer.

COIIPUTER
I see what hus hapvened, Alcom Koenig.
I have taken charge of services. Commander,
all timepicces working by broacdcaet pover
were stopped - There is only seven ninutces
before last depirture tiie for the lifebot.t.

KOLL 1G
Go, Lieutenunt Cutani, Swndre, dbrocdcost
seven minutes.
AlTOTHER ALGLE to sce BANDIA begin -~
S ALDRA
Urgent, urgents, 1% possenscers und crew
rceport now to luwuch pid for...

FiODE SOULD H.30RA, and

WioUils NESIIG.
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KOLNIG
Computer, a problem for you. Why did the
scrcens fail? Jlow ean they be restored?
Can they safely be uscd ot naximum?

COIFUTER (V.0.8.)
Beyond simple operating instriuctiona of
switching off «nd on, I have been given
no-datia on the Bergman forcefield screens
eficet, I ciamot help.

KOENIG
eee JOU = ?

COITPUTER (V.0.S.)
Pover failurec occurred for unknown reasons
following & consumption surge greater than
Alpha's capacities, If such power is again
required, the screens cannot be used. All
other queries must be referred to Professor

Bergmon,

KOETIG
He's... unconscious.

' COIPUTER (V.0.5.)
That fact has been obscerved.

KOENIG
ee. Vcll, you'd better organize manucl cortrol
for essential services - and a little heating
this time -~ &nd then get ready to deactiveate
yoeurself again, as soon as possible.

COITPUTER (V.0.5.)
Yes ’ Siro

KON IG
No argument? .

COIDUTER (V.0.S.)
The povier consunption of cven my ninimum
circuits nny hive contributed substentially
to the breulidorm.

OULA
And that... it the ncarcst you'll ever ged
to un apolory.

COIAUTER (V.0.5.)
IT it relieves hunen Tecelings, Comnander
Foenig, I au progriaacd to woke. upologics,

Cu XOiIiIG, r.icts.
JalX 'PO:




: 4.
T, KOENIG!'S OFIICE.

HELEIIA sits quictly in KOLIIIG's office.
ALOTIER ALGLE -
As HE enters, stops to sce her.

KO IG
You have five and & half minuases to
get yourself on boaxrd thit LTU.

HELENA
(Doesn 't move)
I ctuac in here becdusce I was swre you'd
be too busy to find ue. '

KOXH IG
You're going, Helena.

HEL.DA
I'm not going. And from my eavesdropping
- (She indicotes the cormpost)
it secns you ncced ne to revive FProfescor
Bergman in one great hurry.

KOMEIIG
What moakes you think you're irrenlaceable?
There are other Doctors.

LA
Now you're trying to be offcnsive so ('J1
lose my tenper and go.

IO IG
Doctor Russell, you have one choice.
You can get on thzt lifebout on your ovn
two feet or I shall howe two security nen
carry you abhoard.

A long peusc from HELIIA,

ILLETTA
ees Very well.

KOMTIC
I'11 sce you abourd nyseld,

11:ATELA
But -~

MIZ 10y




ITXTe TANDTLG AND LAUNHCITING DAD.

HELENA, with XOENIC steering her by an elbow, cmerge from
a traveltube, suitcd-upy with lLielmets ngain, and hurry to
the LITU.
CLOSER, &g they rcech it, stop. TIEY regard cach other.
2=SI1I0T. A long, long moment, just looking at cach other.
HELLITA  (PILTER)
Through... your visor... I can't really
sece your fucce.

KOIMIG (IPILTER)
eee NOo And we ccon't...

WV IDER -
CATANTI lenns wrgently out of the door.

CATANI (I'ILTER)
I'n sorry, but quickly. Quickly.

KOrIG (FILTER)
Goodbye, Ilclena.

HELINA (TILTER)
Goodbye, John, -

2-SHOT again. HOID. THEY do not touch each other.

WIDER -

HELENA brecaks away, runs into the lITU, and its door slems.
' IIX TO:

T, IITU OVER LIOON LSURTACE.

The IITU slkins away over the lifecless rocks, keeping low,

and headed into & port of the SPACE LLEY we have not secn

before in this episode - STACE ablaze with a myriad STALS.
CUT T0:

EXT, LAIINIING TAULCHINIG PAl).

KO IG watches until it disapperrs. Then HE turns away and
wulks buack towerds the traveltube - by which stends the
suited figpwre of o N,
CeS e KOMITG is ncarly upa: the kil bolore he recognises hin,
It is Profcszcor BRRGIANH.
BT Gramm)
I miussed oaying goedbyc. ..

XK 10:




V6.

LXT, VIEW O STACL.

The black SUN, now swollen, monstrous, alien, lightless,
fills the sky beforc us. Space itself scems to be pouring
down that gaping maw, As we watch, another ASTEROID gtreilis
past us, stretches, flares, bursts, and its image lingero
ghostlike, This will be Alphat‘s fate.

PAI; DOWN, PULL FOCUS -

To find ALPHA'S surfacc, and the tops of the rovis of silver
SPHERES and TCWERS.

CUT TO:

EXT. MNOCH SURFACE AIID STIERIS .

BERGMAN stands at the foot of the foulty pylon. LOENIG has
climbed the few steps up it.

C.5. KOENIG is immediately below the sphere. It is no longer
silver, but turned a matt carbon black colour. Through the
base opening, HE examines its interior, looks incredulous -

KO IG
It's intactl!...

ITTX TO:

T, CONTROL CENTRE.

Now BERGIAN is on his hands and knees at the base of the
POLYGON. A replacement thigh-~thiclt CABLE leads to it, and he
puts final touches to its rewiring. Now looks up at -

ANOTHER ANGLE -

BERGIIAN loolks up at KOENIG. Behind then, a fully-manned
Control Centre. :

BERGIIANN
The fire - if fire it was - npust huve
been cold, quite without heat. I wasn't
burnied, of course. An cztraordinary
phenonenon.

HE resumes working a3 he tulks -
ese¢ Then we hordly wndersiand the force-~
ficld cffect 0t all., It worked - TFor a fcw
minutes,; anyway.

KOINTLG
Will it hlow Spuiri?

SGLAL ctonds, Lindohed,




DBERGIIAN
You Imow... perheps it won't., Theres no
doubt that one muachine was out of phase,
In loyman's terns, you night say it wao
trying to breuk the unbreuakable. llence
the blow-up, perhups, Now it's fixed, it
miy vork.

XOINIG
loyeeo?

Then, SUDDLNLY o COLOUR CHAIIGE - Looe true colour and go
dovn the spcctrum to the reds and durker colowrs. Reverse

biack to normal colour again - Quite rapilly.

BIRGIAN
(Unmoved )
IRy,
KOIIIG
Vhat wos that?!

BERGIIAN
This close now, we'll get a few odd
effects. Illusions.

X TO:

EXT. ALPHA TROILI STACE.

SPACESHIP 100N, an ugly lump of rock, from space and +iny,
far below, heading ir and dowvn towards what %from this wholily
new POV) looks like a great black wall bisecting FRAIE and
blotting out the stars - The black sun.

CUT TC:

INT. IITU COIgANTD 1IODULE.

Inside the IITU the TIll passengers and crew watch that last
view on ILIONITORS.

C.U. HELENA, She closes her eyces.,
C.U. CATENTI, flying, but eyes straying agin to that view.
C.U. SAIIDRA, whispers -

S ANDRA
They've no scrceens, They s1ill have
no gsecrecns.,

I, MO



INT. COWTROL CINTRE.

THIS S:iOT TIMOUGH OFTICAL DIEVICE to give distorted goldrlish
bowl effect, a3 il the scenc i being pulled into the bluck
sun, away from CAil: -

OUlMI, apparently uncoacerncd, at the computer console, and
tapping keys. At the end of cach question, the screen before
him lights with '-++ CONIITIILD 44+, +++ COHLIRILED +4-+"'
Finally, HE turns to KOMIIGC - and his voice is thick and
slurred, like a rccord-playcr on wrong Speced -

Comnander, we are ready to go cver
to manual,
WVIDER ANGIE -

As KOENIG comes ~ floats, glides, like some kid's baloon
in the reverse-gravity upward-pull of the black sun -~ over
to the comnputer console.

KOENIG (SIOW SPRID)
And all available power is ready to
divert to the scrcens?

OUlI (SILOW SPEID)
Yes, sir, Conputer, give us Voice.
{OENIG (SLOW SPRID)
Conputer, are you prcpared to deactivate
yourself?

COIIPUTER (SLOVW SPLID)
Quite preparcd.

KOrNIG (SIOY SPELD)
Then deactivate.

COIMPUTER (STOW SPEID)
Yes, sir. And sir?

KOENIE, surpriscd,looks ‘what?!
eees GOOdbYCaae

C.U. The COMPUTER'S SCREIN goes doarxik,

C.U. KOENIG.

VWIDER ANGILIE -

As XORIIG twns to BERGIKL, xcudy at the 1’OLYG' Te

KOG (DI HIRED)
Divert &1L pover to cerecens circeulits.
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AGATN THAT UNLXDTLCTED COLOUR CIANGE — the whole Scene now
distorted and in wrong colour, 48 -

TECINICIAL (0.5.) (SICW SIEED
Power divertced.

XOiNIG (SLOW SPEID)
Professor, activate screens.

BERGIAIl switches on -
and -
EVERYTHING IS NOIAL. (Identical SIIOT)

Colour, sound, opties, all revert to true values.
Expressions of relief from CRLV.

SATTDRA
thewl...
KOENIG
Ladies and gentlemen, we're in business
again.
VARIOUS VOICES (Overlapping)
Yes, sir.
tlﬁughter)

Ve arc. Right.

(OENIG
Con somebody find us come coffeesub?
There's nothing more to do, but wait.

C.U. BERGIAN

BERGIAIT
(To hinself, mainly)
And pray? '
' MIX TO:
EXT. FORCITILSID AI'D BILACI. SUll.

SHOT over the iridescent forceficlds, now darker, richer
colours, and PANNIIG UP into the thiroat of the BILACL SULl.

MIX TO:

ni't. MTU COIZ7ALY 1 CDULLE,

C.U. HELZA.

ITisLoaTA
Thards God.. .

X TO:




INT. CONTROL CYNTRI.

The whole ROCII. Everybody sitting, standing, nobody working.
There's nothing to do.

C.S. BIRGIAN, observing.

C.5. KOENIG, becoming concrrned with an idle erew.

WIDER -

SAITDRA switches on a LIONITOR VIEV OF TIE- AVIFUL BLACI, SUN.
ROLENIG lcans across her and switclhies it off.

KOl IG
We'll sec it soon cnough. Hook me into
network, Sandra. :

SANDRA
Yes, sir.

SHE does it.

KOENIG
This is Alpha Cormander. We're on ninimun
heating now. iinimun cir, Without safecty
margins, everybody should suit-up again,
and all duty is tenporarily cancelled..
You may go to quaricrs - rest, eat -
Whatever you feel like. And... good luck.

10X TO:

EXT. ALTIA TROLI SPACE.

LITU 's POV down on tiny ALPIIA, now accclerated towards the
Black Sun, visibly moving-in, neuarly &t the bleckness.

IOIX TO:

EHT. KXOENIG'S OFFICE.

MORITOR VIEVW OF BLACK SUl, dies.
KOINIG has switched it off.

2-510T. BIRGIAIN and XOMIIG, alone in his office, cups in
their honds. Spiccsuits, without helmets.

BIRGLAN
(Very quictly)
jeli, Jolng you were rignt to keep us
all busy; uteae
RO G

(Vory scrionsl)
Liot: from you, Victor.




: BIERGIAN
No?... I'd 1like to say it.

KOMNIG
(Lighter)
Anyway, what happened to your coomic
inteclligences who're going to rescue
us in the nick of time?

BERGIATT
We believe... what we viant to believe.
I somctimes think thet's all reality is.

KOENIG will not nhave defeutiswm, pretcnds mock indignation -

KON IG
Wishful thinlking?

BERGIAN
(ot diverted)
The boundories... The boundaries between
science and pure nysticism are paper-thin,
and getting thinner. Sometimes, it makes
me feel old.

X TO:
EXT, ALTHA IRO.I SPACE.

a

1TU's POV aguoin - ALPIIA ic noving very fast, caught by the
huge gravity of the vast black sun. It is very beautiful -
bcauty and the beast -~ With Alpha glowing opalescent, self-
illuminated by the forcefields, like a drop of oil caught in
a sunbecn... @nd headed heudlong for black death,

CUT TO:
IOIT. INTU COLIIALD LiODULE.

The stricken FACES of the THI, watching, watching, fixed.
CUT T0:
EXT. ALPHA TRO STACE.

Now ALTHA brightens visibly. It beging to stretch. Before
it forms the comet of light, and down it ALPIA hurtles,
growing longer and longer, chuanging as we watech from an
opal drop to an iridceuceent opetr. As solid ALJIA nears the
point of bluclmess beyond vhich no light cin pass, it begins
to leave behind it the ghost-inages. Alpha hits the block
barrvier. Alpha snuffs-out. Jt's gone. The ghosts linger.
1101D,

D LOV 1O TO:

B, 1 GOrTAND FoDnT.

C.U. HiTVTIA, BITE coverd her $hee wilth her hindy,



62.
C.U. SANDRRA, swallowa, SIIE is crying.
CATAIIT
(Breathens it) (In Ttalian?)
MO'thCI' Of GOLI...
HOLDIING AI'D ~
. SHOCII CUT TO:

INT. COITROL ROOII.

C.Us the GHOST of LKOIIG.

HZ is transparent, scited in his commiaond chair, and we can
see the room through him. HDOLD aguin, then -

KOENIG
Iiore illusion?

WIDER -

To see BiRGIAN, similarly transparent, in the next chair.
The whole roon secus insubstuntial. They are alone in it.
IIOVING Tl.

BIERGIIAN
I don't kmow.

OVER, SOUI'D of horrid, grating, creaking noiscs, to set your
teeth on edge.

KOETIG
The... screcns?

BERGLAIT
YeS .

KOLNIG

They're holding.

BuRGIIAT
So Tar.

A silence, while they listen to the terrifying sownds, then -
eee IL's possible we don't exist.
KOLI TG
I ehind,

(Sriddes)
Eedint Lor the Lloels soun,




KOLENIG
Iow ?

BERGIIAN
Whatever the forceficld does, while it
holds, we're invulneriable. The old paradox
of irresistible force meceting srmmoveable
object. The black sun con'ht act on us in
any wiy. We don't exist for it, perhaps.

KOENIG
Did you notice the roon?

WIDIER -
To see Control Centre is again iced-up, frozen white.

BERGLAN
Sort of exist, then. I don't feel cold.

KO IG
I don't feel anything.

HE reaches a hand to touch 2 ponel covered in ice, to see
.1f he's as insubstantial as he scews. Just before his hand
touches, however, suddenly -

- -The ICE begins to nmelt.

Take a C.U. The melting ICE turns to steum - white stean,
obscuring picture.

IIX TOs
INT. CONTROL ROO:le

Same 2-SHOT. BIRGIAN and IOENIG, sented, unmoved. Put now
the ice and the stean have gone. They are substential cgein,

. BERGIAN
We are insidc the sun itself...

KOIIG
It's suddenly hot. -

IIE stands, goes to a control panel.
BIRGLAL!
Thz clock has stopped.
On KOHEIIG. I gelcets a switeh.
YOLNIG

Onc rosent freenine, next ronsebing.
- , 2
inet about the cloel




KOENIG turns to loolk.

INSTERT C.U. the digital CLOCK, unmoving.
RESULLE KOINIG. Cateh hinm half-turned, and -
S TOP T'RAILN.

SILINCE - dcud trock.
OPEN OUT -

From KOZIIG to see all of Control CHITRE -~ BLRGLAIl, everythin,
caught, froczen in the nomenty.

]

HOLD FOR 10 SILCONDS.
RESULLE FILI -
How in very SIOW IIOTION.

It is all KOIITIG can do to regain his sect. The effort
exhausts him. HE falls into it. BIRGIAIl tries to speak - he
has no strength cven to say a woxd.

LoVIDIG IOi. KOINIG and BERGIAN. D SIOVW IOTION.

KOINIG notices his HANDS, raises them to look -

C.U. KOLiIG's HANDS. Thzy shrivel, wrinkle, begin to turn
into an old man's honds,

2-3HOT. Before our eyes, watching each other in horror,
XKOINIG and BIRGIAN age moment by moment, grow older and
older, wrinkle, line and sconm, wntil -

THEY look a thousand years old.

C.U. KOMIIG.

IOVING Ii FOR EXTREIE C.U. KOMLIG

AD IN on his old old EYLS

OUT OF* TOCWL .

BIRGTANN (0.53.)
I con hear yowr thoughto.

WHITE SCRIIII.
2-3HCYe The TWO OID, COLD 1uil.
ATL DIALCCUL LIOW dis in VOICH-OVER. THEY DO TIOT SPEAY, o8 -

L0 LG
Y.

R S
BhGivg!

Bt veory beiraui.ula




A1l DIAIOGUY continuing in VOICLE-OVER -

KOENIG
I scce the theory behind your force-
field.
BLRGIAN
Very obvious.
O IG
In fact, it ties up with a unified field
theory. ‘
BIRGIAN
Does it? Yes, I sce how.
KON IG -
So that everytlhing is everything else.
BIERCGLIAN
That's why I called it teautiful.
KOLLIG
Of cowrse, your screens will fail.
BERGLAIT
I suppose SO.
ILOIN TG
Shall I fix thea?
BLRGLATT

If it gives you satisfuction.

C.U. KOENIG.

HIS old HEAD swirls and melds in shape, and tokes-on the
shape of the POLYGUTT. Colours opalecsce. One FACET is going
black. Then it suddenly glows pink.

C.U. restored KOINIG, still ~ons OLD.
KOJATIG
Therc. IT everything is cverything else,
then the whole vniverse is living thought.
SUDDENTY ALORQIER VOICL (OVER) - £ WOIRL'S VOICE TIRIAYS -

L VOICE
VVho 2rc you?

TIEY exclLangse looks.
BRI
Vho are you?

L YOuli
Comnce.




]'D:T. Sl’J\C]":Q

We are outscide ALPHA, rcceecding from the black sun so Toat
that it is in moments only a necnory. STARS Dblase everywhonr
about us.

St1l1l PUILTOIG BACK -

Very fast, wntil the sters thoemselves resolve into one
swirling Gal-XY, and - »

The GALAXY rccceds,
Becones one of JANY GATAIIIN, and

Each GALAXY Dbecomes as & star, a spot of light - another
galuxy of gulaxies - :

And BACK and BACK, UITIL -
The UNIVERSE itself is just one speck of LICGIT.

PAUSE, STOT.
11X TO:

C.U. HAID.

THE SPECY OF LIGHT is seen as rcflected from one Tacet of
a RING on a great IIAND dimly perceived ogtins+t black space.

, A voIcE (ovim)
That is who I an.

BERGIAI (V.0.5.)
Arec you God?

A VOICE (OVER)
I have a Ged. liy God has Gods.

CUT T0:

INT, COCITROL CENTRE.

C.U. 4 STOT OF LIGHT.
PULLIIG BACI.
It is in XOMIIG'S EYiS.
PULLIIG BACI., through C.U. LOIIG to
2-3110T7. The T.0 OID LI, (A1l DIAYOGUL still VOICL OVER)
JORLIG
Every stur s Joot 0 celd in the hrain
of Llic uwuiverse.
L WOy
Theeti dar o yoccGty vy o underetord id.




ALL DIALOGUE continwing in VOICE-OVER -

BIRCGIAN
Vhy heve I never tualked with you before?

A VOICE
Becouse of time. You,.,
(llesitation for the word)

people scen to thinl: at what you call
the speed of light. In eternity, I have
no hurry. I thinl: & thousht perhaps in
cvery hundred oi your yeurs. You are
never there to hoetr it., It was good to
huve loiown you. -erevehyes

KOriilG
Dut - ?

BIERGIAT
She's gonc.

XOEITIG

And... maybe time that we did, too?

BERG AT
Yes .

ROVERSY 1'ILI

Now weteh the earlicr film revorsc itsclf — the AGETIG
PROCESS reversed; wrinkles, lines — wisdon? - melt avay
to restorc -

2-SHOT. The normal KOIITIG and BERGINAII.

THEY eye each other in wonder. Then, 2 loud clicl. TILY
look up at the digital elocek.,

IS ERT C.U. The OLOCH working wgaiisi.
“IDER - '
KEONIG stands. BLRGIAL stunds, strctebes, sighs.

BiRCiAL (ITlo longer V.O0.)
JO]‘JI). . o?

LOITIIG owitches on the big LGIITOR.

LOMNIG
Loolk, lookt

Co.Se T JIORTIVOR.

LIGHT! LTALRS and UIACE.




CeS e BERGLAI.

X now leuns -
2-310T.
Across LOIIIG,

RACII onto
around 180

light = blinding licht - @

tentacles of
they are alrcud

RIDULE Conirol
Yl’IDFAR -

Ot  COITROL C

ORI
dasrans

BERGLAY
(Wondexingly)
“’e '1‘00 o0 tlil‘t)dbh. .0

adjusts a control.

'&'.IIIIII.’C

R to see IiGHE of B0 richt
5y to behind thew. oer: in beilliont
sty gone 10Va rwch.m- out

white tire, but "chclr veloedlty s such ot

y noving away froa it.

roonm

1OL IG
Your ccreens lhield,

BIRGI AL
Souchow, we are the cther side of the
miversc.. . IMleeinyg o a Hovn,

Ir T T
LU

held .

e

Your scrcens ictoxr!d

BERGIAIT
I wvonder hovee
11X

vy
Sl .' Asl—ll

ke RCOLI, now fully :.1:'.rme'1 coedrre Everybody sniling, hupry,

delighted, a-bu

FOID KOERIG wat
bustles

into FRALL

stTC with tetivity.

Lh:u-,'; IEN dismoniling the TOLYGE! . BIRGILY

i~—

YOI IG
soae day, Irofessor, you :mst explair
to ume how thib thing viorhoed,

BrRGIAL

aon't wdcratind it nyselfl,

i

LD G,

(:°

sl




Uie

INT. L OELNTG'S QRFICH.

KOELIG woxiing &t mipers.
ALOTIIER ANGIL -~
BIRGIALI &t the docr.

BERGIAL
Got @« noment?

KOMITIG
I vas just thinking. ..
(S1iles)
So yuelh for your funcy theorics of
cosizic intclligences onatching vs [rom
the jaws of dcuth.

BIRGIAIT
(Avilarerd)
Well... I lmcw it wos inpossible., But
the statistics...

IO IG
You can prove anything by -

When they arc interrupted by SOUITD of Alpha's ALARIT KIA7ICITS
KO&IG hurrices to his COITIG5T, swilches on, coys to it -
KOLL IG
Vhat is it?
His lIOIITOR cores alive with a VIEY of UPACE @énd., flooiins:
there in the centre of picture, matehing velocitices with

M
L]

then - a SPACICLAAD

COILI THCH (V.0.5.)
Alicns, Comxender!

ITOLITIG
10,.. It's the lii’u_b(;':.'[,. o %

LIX 43

X0, LAWDING 1. CHE.GC DPAD.

The NTU lundis,.

X 20
S R 1 e O PR
Neanllhy $odly Lo Ghdllt bele DORIAE 0 Bl ids

FOwIa
You ratch Voaieee 30T basdod e cshe e
Toikd 483 iy .
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CAPALT
Wo.

HOLLGA
We ran from tlie black sun.

DLRGHALL
You wuot have,

CATLALIT
I swecar we didn‘t,

SALDIU.

Ve ouw you disippenr.

N0 IG ,
Thic is... How? If you didn't cone after
us, how did you follow a jillion light
yeors?

DiRGIAL
Acrous the wniverse?

CLTAIIT
I dont't lmow.

HLLidlA
oouecllhing. .. I !mow this sounds cxrazy,
Sonething took Lold of ue and nmoved us,
Just woved ws... across the WNAVE *SC...
ag eusily 8w e

As a loss to find & sinile, HuLEIA slipe off & ring from
her finger, places it on the other hond.

eee it it viere this ring.

T/iDE Guy

I 3.




NOTILS ¢

I'nm afrnid I've apent @ snell fortune on O,

But what's the point of hiring & geniua desirmer,
and wder-using: hin?

I won't presune to tell hin how - bul a couple of
notes:

1) God Imowy how you dchieve a blael: sun effceet.
However, it »d¢ht be worth trying to
rhoto raph & shiny bleck-piinted long tube
cxictly end-on ngcinst @ blicek buckground,
for the bupdce ohipa.
Liadnly, you see it &s on abuence of light,
of sturs where it blohs thaea out, «nd by the
ghosting cidecls i its peripherics.

2) The forcceficld sercend.
Strictly, the inveniied teclinology caills for
this trrongeaent ol circulay antipgrav fields -
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P e o A W "
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. =y b O oA A s ¢

Vhich would lool: very pretty in dificront
colowrds, but rdzght be too .couplesze Then, wnd
it's ullowed for in the seript, you conld
coswae the tntigrav ficlids bivnsiori: into
forcescrcoens nierely by touching cdgen; ond
do not require %o overlup, Lo doublc, over
the whole shielded 2xcu. ‘

With apologices to H.G. Vells.

Luclk.
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