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1 FADE IN: ON A MODEL T. I * 
-./ 

Not so much a car as a symbol. Wer,the frozen, , black 
and white image, we HEAR the one volce that has %re%: our 
history, and will serve as our NARRATOR: Author David * 
Mccollough. * 

. . - - - - - - - -. . 
The called it the car for Everyman. 
Fort; himself called it a car for the 
"sreat multitude." It was functional 
aiid simple like your sewing machine or 
your cast iron stove. You could learn 
to drive it in less than a dav and vou 
could get any color you wantea so lbng 
as it was black. 

2 PHOTOGRAPHS. AUTOPLANT. 2 

The workers are dwarfed by the size of it. Same men doing the 
same job stretching out to infinity like a huge hall of 
mirrors. 

MCCULLOUGH 
When Ford first conceived the Model T 
it took thirteen hours to assemble. 
Within five years he was turning out a 
vehicle every ninety seconds. For the 
first time in historv. a worker didn't 
have to go to the pakts - -  the parts 
came to him. Instead of building the 
whole car, he only had to build the 
bumper ... o r  the gearshift . . .  or the 
door handle. 

3 EXT. NEW YORK STREETS. 3 

Choked with vehicles. There are Trolley cars narrowly missing 
horse carts. Steam shovels dig new holes to anchor huge new 
buildings. 

MCCULLOUGH 
Of course the real invention wasn't the 
car - -  it was the assembly line that 
built it. Prettv soon. other 
businesses had bbrrowed the same 
techniques: seamstresses became button 
sewers... furniture makers became knob 
turners .... - 

(beat) 
It was the be inning and the end of 
imagination a 4 1 at the same time. 

INT. BICYCLE FACTORY. DAY. 

It is loud ... ressive. A constant clanging of metal on 
metal .... A di erent "bicycle mechanic," CHARLES HOWARD sits 
staring at his workbench. He azes off at a high transom 
window. It's the only shaft 07 light. 

VOICE 
Charles, I'm t;ll.kina to you 
























































































































































































































































































































































