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OPENING CREDITS (0:50)

(SUPER: CARDS OVER FILM & MUSIC)

(SHOOT WILD CARDS ONLY - TO TIME)

(SUPER: OPENING CREDITS)

(SHOT OF FRED SEATED IN ROCKER
READING NEWSPAPER IN FRONT OF
JUNK SHOP)

(SHOT OF LAMONT IN THE PICK-UP
TRUCK APPROACHING SHOP, HE
PULLS INTO DRIVEWAY)

1.

SANFORD & SON

1.

2.

3.

(ON FILM)

STARRING
REDD FOXX

AND
DEMOND WILSON

WRITTEN BY
JERRY ROSS

PRODUCED BY

SAUL TURTELTAUB
AND

BERNIE ORENSTEIN
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COMMERCIAL #1



ACT ONE
la
7 FPADE IN:
INT, LIVING ROOM - DAY
(LAMONT IS AFFIXING A "SEAL" TO THE
WINDOW ON THE FRONT DOOR., THE SEAL
SAYS, "MEMBER, W.B.A." FRED ENTERS
FROM KITCHEN)
FRED
Lamont, breakfast.
LAMONT
In a2 minute, Pop.
FRED
- That'll be too late. I'm cooking my
Science Fiction Special.
e,

AND WHAT IS YOUR SCIENCE FICTION SPECIAL???

FRED
The Incredible Shrinking Sausage,
LAMONT -
(FINISHES AFFIXING THE SEAL)
There it.i;,;Pop. ’That~st1cker,megnstwe"'
 are how offici&1 mgmBérs 3f the Wé£té:
Business Association. ﬁ#@éf-i~;;“3§'“51347
| | RED | | |
(EXAMINES IT CLOSELY) K
Iyte=ir=the—unong-piece. It should be

lower,

3.



(FRED RIPS THE STICKER OFF THE WINDOW
AND THROWS TT ON THE FLOOR, JUST BELOW
THE WINDOW)

O - FRED (CONT'D)

“‘U

That's low enough.
LAMONT
Pop, why did you do that???
| FRED
Beéause we already belong to an
assoclation... The United Junkmen of
America. |
VL. Ll 7l M«cL?NEu—,u
You just made that up. éerele—ae—gni%eé
Junimen—efAmenisa,
(’) . ‘Sure thé;; i;; They re always sending
B out those letters, andeee
LAMONT
What letters?
You knowese. ”Give'to the U,J.A." I-ﬁa&l

.*",,“-\_.

. 'em'a-chebk'evezy,year. A

| - LAMONT

Pop, U.J.A. stands for the United Jewish
~ Appeal. | |




5.
FRED
P (A BEAT)
- I wondered why all the recelipts were signed
by Sammw Davis, Jr.
LAMONT
(PUTS SEAL BACK ON WINDOW)
The sticker stays up, Pop. In fact, I've
already agreed to help choose Mrs, Watts
‘Business Wife. I'm one of the Jjudges.
FRED
Mrs, Watts what?
LAMONT
Business Wife. It's a promotional thing
for the Assoclation. It's open to the
wh wiveé of all the local businessmen.
FRED
You mean like a Miss America contest?
LAMONT
Sort of. The ladies are 5§3&§313a’§:§k5,
poise, and talent. The winner sets-a_
fhéusand~dollar$. | | o
B ~ FRED
A thousand dollars???
(STARTS FOR STAIRS)
I'1l be fight back.
~ LAMONT
@;Q Whefe are you.going?



6.

_ ~ FRED .
f.r{, (I B P Zv ~/L¢fq PNl /C«../\’J e

('._..i-cs-/c"— Z:'E"‘k— ’

(O
(o s
7 e can fool them... I*éir-sheve—my—beand
. v Sl - !
_;;d get “Tiie v Lhirm LAaits ¢ 1 o:u ottt oy o -
SFX: KNOCK ON DOOR
FRED
I'll get it.
(FRED OPENS THE DOOR. IT IS ﬁoonz)
| o WOODY
‘__,(c:) Hello, Fred.
FRED

Hi, Woody.

(ESTHER APPEARS IN DOORWAY, BEHIND
WooDY)

'Bye, Woody.
(FRED SLAMS THE DDOR IN THEIR FACES)
| LAMONT
Pop.
(OPENS DOOR)
Come on in, Woodye.
-(WOODY ENTERS)

You, too, Aunt Eshter.

-



ESTHER
Not until that heathen apologlzes

=Y

- for slamming the door in my face.
LAMONT
She's right, Pop. Apologize to her,
FRED
Oh, okay, okay. I apologlize, Esther.
I'm sbrry for slamming the door in your
face.
ESTHER
Lo L0
That's-aeee-%&ke=&t.
(SHE STARTS TO STEP INTO THE HOUSE.
FRED SLAMS THE DOOR IN HER FACE AND
IN THE SAME MOVE, STARTS CROSSING
TO CENTER OF ROOM)
FRED—

+<j> (ALMOST SIMULTANEOUS WITH‘SLAMMING
THE DOOR)

What's new, Woody?
'WOODY

Fred, I wish you wouldn't do that.
(OPENS DOOR) B

- Pred was Just having a 11ttle run, dear.

Come in, ciowc A “""‘7 v ".“""‘
(ESTHER ENTERS)

| LAMONT o
And—idgsefer-ence, Pop, why don't yéu try
being nice to Aunt Esther. She 1is Mom's

sister,

Te



FRED

Qkay, okay. Esther, on behalf gf 5

—Lot--C ﬁﬁ 7:“'-.‘-”’&‘ '
Elizabeth, sit down and nmake=yeurself

comfomeeile,
ESTHER
(SITS)
Thank YOU.
FRED

And, on behalf of Elizabeth, can I
cffer you something to eat?
ESTHER
I wouldn't mind a little snack.
FRED
“SsoW% Lamont, go filx your Aunt Esther

a whee= £1ish head sandwich.giWhile you!
) In-there—see_zz_gg_got ravy 5

Trainfand”a flea collar, I ;

(LAMONT THROWS FRED A LOOK, EXITS
TO KITCHEN)

| ESTHER
»._You can insult me all you uant noﬁ,‘
Fred Sanford, because when I'm chosen
Mrs. Watts Business Wife, your insulting

days are going to be over.



L

Lo

AN

FRED (INCREDULOUS)

entered in that contest???
ESTHER

. I'm not only entered in it. I'm going

to win 1t. Right, Woody?
WooDY (FEEBLY)
Yeah.,. right, right.
FRED
Wrong, wsews:, You're not going to win

it because you're not even eligible. bs( -ue itorl

vﬂ»?’..‘n oAb /v‘( [ A i Aok f"l--».,L-
pee%;#ctaé—%e-peap&e of a certain race.
WOODY

Sdtdmiemness—tiat; What race?

FRED
B Human Reees. Look, Esther, I'm telling you-‘
this for your own good. Bow out. Save
yourself a lét of embarrassment.

ESTHER |
Why would I be embarrassed? Itve got
everythingiitltakes'tb win that contest.
When I was born, my body was blessed by
.Mothef Natufe,'*{&msjr'.

FRED

Lirm .

'EE!EEEBRG as you grew older it was cursed
by Father Time.,

ESTHER
That did 1t34_'Le£'s.get Out.of hére,
Woody. |

£,

4

{

9e



woony
You run along, Esther. There's something
N I want to discuss with Lamont.
~ ESTHER |
All right, I'1l go do some shopping.
‘(SHE CROSSES TO DOOR)
FRED
Goodbye, dear.
ESTHER
(TOUCHED)
"Dear"... you called me %"dear"?
FRED
Why shouldntt I call yéu "dear”,,, You

. ’ S
P R ) e T <

1look like -Pwniobpnli-sbiver,

L s
- - Lt
o DES A P T

£ (ESTHER EXITS) Sl
FRED (CONT'D) |
L stelX don* 4 _beTldeve dts: How did she
talk you into entering her in that contest,

Ll e R

: D Sy ST
- g ) e wn b mhe Far S .
< les Rt 4

anyway? For the thousand dollars?
WOODY | |
- Yeah. .she.ﬁanys'tQ'givé her.héif_bf'it7}
to‘the church. But,'hesideé that, 1t's
for my business. Publicity. |
o  FRED
Publicity?



=

WOoODY
Yeah, You see, if Esther wins, they'll
take her picture in front of my hardware
store. She'll be in all the papers...
That's why I got to talk to Lamont.

(LAMONT ENTERS FROM KITCHEN WITH A
CUP OF COFFEE)

LAMONT
‘Hpé%ié\ydusz—- Where's Aunt Esther?
WwooDY
She had to go out, Listen, Lamont,
theret!s something I'd like to ask you.

P LAMONT
= AL LLaa i LU ey
The liquor?s over there, Meody s o Tis i
- WOODY

Itts not about whiskey.
(HE GOES AND POURS HIMSELF A DRINK)
It's like this., You're a judge in that
contest, and 1f you could vote ror.your )
Aunt Esther, E/Rnpw\she}dva.
LAMONT
Aunt Estherls-entergd in fhe=contest?f
I didn't know that.
WOODY |
Yeah., 4nd since she's youf favorite
Aunt, T... |
|  LAMONT ,
Woody, I can't talk to you now., Iive'got

| %o get over to ‘the Association's offices.
(HE STARTS TO LEAVE)

t .

’

1ll.



FRED
What for?

LAﬁONT
Well, now that Esther is a contestant,
I don't know if it's right for me to be
a Judge. I'1ll leave it up to the
committee, See you later.,

(LAMONT EXITS)

 WoOoDY
Well, that's 1t. He was my only hope.
FRED
WWWWW”&I&P

Ll Ljnn GO To St <
comrsest\and ‘enlist Esther in the Navy.
That way you can bury her face at sea.
- WOODY
Fred, I need help!
FRED
The liguor's over theré., Yoany,
WOODY

L
You know I séé‘pped drinking, % tael -

(GOES AND POURS HIMSELF A DRINK) MR -,2,,_._“,

I need help' . 3 ' _ . b.b__““ut

FRED

Well, you've come to the wrong place.

My name is Fred Sanford., What you need .

1s a Henry Higgins.

12.
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wWOODY
=, Who?.
;i(:} FRED ' )
Henry Higgins. Remember that movie
Che ot musht
that was on TV My Fair Lady?
WOoQoDY
Yeah. |
FRED
Well, he was the one who took that homely
girl off the 5%:3:5 and changed her from
a sow's ear Into a silk purse.
WOODY
You think he could do that with Esther?
FRED
%ﬁi}- icgﬁiteréﬁfﬁ:mi?aglggﬁ::i~aean5,A sow's ear 1s
- one thing. A sow's face is something 'else.
| WOOoDY |
I'd sure like to find somebody like him.
I'd give anything to get that publicity.
.' “ “FRED ' L -: .
“Yeah, well you might as 'we;;-.forgét 1t,
because... Did you say “ahyth;ngﬁ2 |
WooDY
Welless alﬁost.anything}
FRED |
That's close'énough.“WOody, &ou're;going‘
‘&;} | to get your publicity...'Ahd-it?s_only

going to cost you five hundred dollars.



14,

WOODY
Five hundred?
L | FRED |
faeT :
: Your ehare of the prize money tf=w=he
Wikhe-,

You give 1t to me,

\ WOODY //////\
ETO yout

ﬁred? Never heard o Allow me to ‘

introduce myse

(ENGLISH A:§§E;
The r in

L B 2

] 5 Spain falls mainly in the 2
WOOoDY
é{*j What??%«.. Oh, come on. You're not
o thinking of..e
FRED

Look, if Henry could do it, Freddy can

~do 1it, -Ard-Freddy—is—ready:—ITII be
m;ehelapgelo_aaé-ss%heé—wﬁIi‘ﬁé*ﬁ@*ﬁﬁnﬁ" -
‘of—elay. I'll mold her, shape hersee
.I'll'transform her.from a.créeping' |
caterpiller into a2 blossoming butterfly.
WOODY |

It sounds exciting, Fred... you really
think you can do 1t?




)
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FRED
Woody, for five hundred bucks ; could

turn Ewell Gibbons into a meat loaf freak.
DISSQLVE TO: (STOP TAPE)

INT. LIVING ROOM = NEXT DAY
(FRED IS LOOKING AT A BOOK)

FRED
(READING) )
s+« "The Joanna Rhodes Beauty Book. Your
Stairway To A Beeutiful You"... A stairway?
Esthert's golng to need an elevator. f

(LAMONT COMES DOWN STAIRS) -

‘LAMONT

o rim cdoslant el

&5 Aunt Esther, here yet, "Pop?
FRED

I'm expecting her any minute.,

LAMONT | |
Listen,:Pop,'when she gets here,.juSt*cool'
it, huh. Now woody talked her 1nto letting
you help her, 80. try to encourase her. |
é%;;*ﬂég’éonfidence.

o - D o
Confidence, right. And that's what you

should be giving me, ;| I'm doing my part - L e
t0 help her win, so the least you can do

 1S.ee
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LAMONT
Pop, I know what you're going tp BayY.
Save it, | -
FRED
But...
LAMONT
I said, save itl!! Look, in the first
place, I might not even be a2 judge. The
committee 1s still deciding. And in -
the second place, there 1s no way I would
give Aunt Esther speclal conslderation.
That would be nepotism,
FRED
No sir. Esther is your aunt, right?
A LAMONT
Yeahess
| FRED

Then it's res~nepesiowme——FSks nephewtlisnm,

LAMONT
Pop, 1f I did what you're asking, I
wouldn't be able to look myself in the

o

face.'
| FRED

You wouldn't be missing.anythihg!
| LAMONT |

‘Pop, it's not as if the other -

Tofl e A

contestants are,models or cover girls.,
Esther 1s going to be competing with her

peers,



17,
FRED
Her peers? You mean Godzilla's in this
v contest?
SFX: KNOCK AT DOOR
(LAMONT OPENS IT. IT IS ES'I'HER)

ﬁ‘—ﬁﬁﬂwﬂif
kla'ﬂiz_mf‘;ﬂb;?'f
ESTHER _ Sl e fee (Tl T s
Hello, Lamont,. Lot (i, Moot
LAMONT
Hi, Aunt Esther, See you two later,
Have fun, |
(LAMONT EXITS)
| ESTHER
Fun??? With you???. Thé only reason I
~came here is because Woody begged me.
i | FRED
Okay, let's get started. ﬁisten to

what this Joanna Rhodes-says..g
(READS) _
f“By applying my béauty.sedrétg, even
the plalinest wpman ¢éh he'turned into
an Aphrodite.” | o
| EsrEE L

. N ; - . L .. .
'-_‘:;-..(_'._,‘ S A ,f.;L_'L Frars h‘-{( P YR <. “_-_.,;"_ B L L I T A A R Pa

-

~Ne—wey! I was born a Baptist, and I'm g
staying a Baptist. .Oh, glorylll.



18,
FRED

We only have five days, Esther, and we

)

L

got a lot to do. _ -y
(FROM BOOK)
"Poise, walking, sitting, makeup,
wardrobe, posture..."
ESTHER
What 's wrong with my posture?
FRED )
It's:;%Qfgééz;fZEZEEEJn‘Lfééen to this...
(READS) |
"Perfect posture cannot be achieved
without perfect posture.aliggment;"
You know what happens when you don't
) have perfect alignment?
ESTHER
What? |
FRED
Your tires go bald and your iéar end
shakeSees ., | | . | ,
. pIssovETO: 0 .- . - (szer=maeE)

INT, LIVING ROOM - NIGHT

(ESTHER IS PRACTICING GRACEFUL WALKING
WITH A BOOK ON HER HEAD)

mm 1

, "’fgjzfigber::. not like that/
d

-




PR
T

(RE: BOOK)

Bage=—dicrrtonit—tduti ] !

(READS FROM BOOK)
ny greesful walk should have as little

Chin

WaoCh MEeses

unnecessary motlion as possible,

in and level." Like this...

(KE PULLS HIS CHIN IN UNTIL IT TOUCHES

HIS CHEST)
FRED (CONT'D)

(READS)
#
. : "Tummy pulled up and in,"

(KE PULLS HIS TUMMY UP AND IN TO AN
EXTREME)

"Hips tucked under,.."”
(HE TUCKS HIS HIPS UP AND UNDER,

BENDING AT THE KNEES AT THE SAME TIME.
NOW HE LOOKS LIXE A CONTORTIONIST)

FRED (CONT'D)

| Now, observe.
(HE WALKS AROUND THE ROOM IN THE ABOVE
CONTORTED POSITION, WITH ONE HAND ON.

HIS HIP)
FRED (CON’I"D)

(WALKING) |
See -~ Gracefully -- Gracefully ==




(ESTHER IS WALKING AROUND THE ROOM WITH
A BOOK ON HER HEAD. ESTHER MIMICS FRED'S
WALK WEARING BOOK)

20.

\—/j FRED . .
Perfect...:(;o much for poise. Let's
move on to makeup.

ESTHER
Makeup???
Yean, f gulT 7 Calins Kiw
(HOLDS UP TWO LIPSTICKS OUT OF MAKEUP
CASE ON BUFFET)
Which color do you like better?
ESTHER
I will not wear lipstick, Fred Sanford.
- Lipstidk is the devil's paint.
i FRED

Look, Esther «= I=kwane—thei—oo=doilzrs,

Now, I'm giving you a cholce... you

elther put on this paint, or I put a
: O ' :
headlight in your m’éugh\' and drive you

through Earl Scheib's.

(SO THREATENED, SHE TAKES & LIPSTICK
AND STARTS PUTTING IT ON) |

FADE QOUT.

END OF ACT ONE

"512’ K2k

T L ().,,,W)KL.C -’7: 1-—4 \
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COMMERCIAL #2



: (%;f%._

22.
ACT TWO

FADE IN:
INT. LIVING ROOM - A FEW NIGHTS LATER

- FRED
Come on, Esther, we're going to be late.
 ESTHER (0.S.)
Coming, Fred. I'm Just zipping my dress up.
FRED
Okay, when you walk in here, do it like

L,iw'b\. J-L"l—(—;k—tbln.v

ye—mece=businesss (Glve 1t everything

you've got.

(FRED PUTS ON RECORD)
: MUSIC: A PRETTY GIRL IS LIKE A MELODY

(A BEAT. ESTHER ENTERS LOOKING TERRIFIC.
SHE IS WALKING LIKE A MODEL. SHE IS
BEAUTIFULLY GOWNED, MADE UP, ETC.)

FRED {(CONT'D)

(OVER MUSIC) .

'E—'-.'.;i.-:'.".-c, A ﬂ.: P L

That's it... good, good. -Dea*b-tﬂt!
Shouldlers back & little, and don't lead '
with your head... 1t won’t get there before'
the rest of you. | -

ESTHER

(ADJUSTING HER WALK)

Like this. _
: FRED _
That's 1t... perfect. Okay, relax. 3You

can Jut now.

(SEUTS OFF RECORD PLAYER)
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(LAMONT COMES DOWN STAIRS., HE IS
WEARING A SUIT)

::\ .
(7 LAMONT
Hey, you two still here? You're going
to bé late for the contest.
FRED
Wetre almost finished. I Jjust hope
Esther remembers everything I taught her.
ESTHER
Don't worry, I will.
FRED
And there's something I hope you
remember, Lamont. That'Estherts never
won & beauty contest, and you could make
¢ ™ her very happy if you... —
I

LAMONT
Pop, let's not go through that agaln, huh?
Now, the committee trusted me enough to
1et-me stay on as a Judge, so..4134~n&yf‘<q*? <
ST -«.‘1!“ FREI;‘ R 'R -
Okay, okay. No nephewtism.
) A__ . ,LAﬁbﬁT B
I'1l see you over'theré. Gobd'lﬁck, Aunt
.Esther. ‘You too, Pop, you've really worked
hard these last few days. 4
~ FRED
Thanks son. |
(LAMONT EXITS)
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FRED (CONT'D)
: Okay, Esther.
LJ\J (GETS WIG BOX FROM TOP OF BUFFET)
The last finishing touch now. The coup
de gi-ace. gd.,‘C‘ Chlevei=rie Ti -l -G sen b i_";’ﬁ""f
(TAKES WIG OUT Of BOX) |
| ESTHER
A wig?
FRED |
The guy at the store said it would make ‘
you look like & million bucks, Xil e Zoc A €eS
(FRED SHARES OUT THE WIG, STARTS TO PUT
IT ON ESTHER, THEN CHANGES HIS MIND. EE
PUTS THE WIG ON HER BACKWARDS, SO THAT
THE HAIR IS COVERING HER FACE. HE STEPS
BACK AND LOOKS AT HER) .
() FRED (CONT'D) o -
) He was right! Let's go. |

(HE TAKES ESTHER'S ARM, AND STARTS
LEADING HER TOWARD THE DOOR)

DISSOLVE TO: .
(STOP TAPE)

INT. SMALL BALLROOM

(TABLES WITH GUESTS. A "STAGE," NCT
NECESSARILY RAISED, WITH A BANNER
"WATTS BUSINESS ASSOCIATION" A o
CURTAIN BACKDROP. LAMONT AND SEVERAL L
JUDGES ARE SEATED AT THE JUDGES' TABLE.

: A PLACCARD IS ON THE TABLE WHICH SAYS

‘ "JUDGES". FRED AND WOODY ARE SEATED
AT AN ADJACENT TABLE) .

(WE HAVE A PIANO ON STAGE... AS: WE
N4 FADE UP, THE M.C. IS MAKING AN :
- ANNOUNCEMENT)
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MQCO

.—-—-ﬁ—'
Ll el N /J—zwt- & c’hljﬁwt—‘_i_vmb
-~ «+. And here they come.s. let's have a

blg hand for them, ladles and gentlemen
«es Our sZ:.semi-finalistsl!!

MUSIC: "A PRETTY GIRL"

(THE SIX SEMI-FINALISTS IN BATHING

SUITS ENTER FROM THE "WINGS," TWO FROM

EACH WING. THEY CRISS~CROSS EACH

OTHER, AND POSITION THEMSELVES, STAND-

ING, ACROSS THE STAGE)

SFX: APPLAUSE

COT TO:

(FRED AND WOODY AT TABLE)
FRED
Well, so far sc¢ good. She made the
() semi-finals. |
WOODY
Yeah, but what's taking those judges so
long? 'The& should have picked-the three
.finalists by now. | |
FRED
Yeah. Maybe they.need some help. g&t’fu Lﬂi<~ 4
- Tooase A__‘ L—-‘u m -, _ .
(FRED GOES TO JUDGES' TABLE)
| | FRED (CONT'D)
Excuse-me,‘yoﬁr Judgeships. ir I'might '
offer an obJective, unprejudiced opinion, _
EWUN AR

I'd say that that lady in the hinz.bathing
ﬂ.' ) suit With the s 0 e . T



26.
LAMONT
Popl!1!!
- FRED |
Pop??? Ha ha ha, you must be mistaken,
young man.
(TC JUDGES)
This dummy's not my son, and that
beautiful lady in the bime bathing sult,
&;i*s not the dummy's aunt...!
| LAMONT |
Will you get away rrci herei!{
FRED
—Yowmpg—man, ls that any %ay to talk to a
stranger} et "W‘Wj ’ |
. (FRED GIVES LAMONT THE FIST, STARTS TO
= SAY SOMETHING IN ANGER, RESTRAINS HIM~-
SELF, GOES BACK TO HIS TABLE)

CUT TO:

STAGE

(THE M.C. GETS A SLIP OF PAP"‘R FROM
THE JUDGES) ' , , L

e |
' Ladles and gentlemen, I have the judges?
decision on the three rinalists, and here o
they are. I

. MUSIC: (FANFARE) o
T o | M.C. (CONT'D)

%ﬂ | Mrs...




S

%TU

FRED (STANDS UP)
Esther Anderson!!!
(HE STARTS APPLAUDING)
ALL
Sshushhh... sit down... etec.

.{FRED GIVES EVERYBODY THE FIST, SITS
'DOWN)

M.C.
Kindly hold it down. Mrs. Lucille Brown!
(LUCILLE BROWN SHRIEKS WITH EXCITEMENT)
SFX: APPLAUSE
M.C. (CONT'D)
Our second finalist... Mrs...
FRED

" (STANDS UP AGAIN)

Esther Anderson!
ALL
Quief...'pipe down!!l

(LAMONT GESTURES TO FRED TO SHUT UP)

M.C.
Mrs. Mabel Jolmsonl
(MRS. JOHNSON SHRIEKS)

SFX: APPLAUSE

M.C. (CONT'D)

And last but not least, our third .iirc- .

finalist, Mrs...
FRED
Esther Anderson!

27.



M.C.

«+«+. Esther Andersonl!!!
SFX: APPLAUSE '
(ESTHER IS OVERWHELMED WITH EMOTION.
FRED JUMPS UP AND RUNS UP ON STAGE.
HE ENOCKS OVER THE M.C. AS HE GOES TO
ESTHER. FRED AND ESTHER ABOUT T0 HUG
«++ FRED DECIDES AGAINST IT AND GOES
BACK TO HIS SEAT)

C. (CONT'D)

Well, that brings us to the final

category for judging... the talent

competition.

(TO THE THREE FINALISTS WHO REMAIN
ON STAGE)

Ladies, if you would liké to go get‘
ready, please...

(THE LADIES EXIT BEHIND THE CURTAIN,
BEFORE DOING SO, ESTHER CALLS TO ERED)

ESTHER
Come on, Fred. _
(FRED JOINS ESTHER ON STAGE. ESTHER
WHISPERS SOMETHING INTO THE M.C.'S EAR.
THEN SHE AND FRED GO BEHIND THE CURTAIN)
MC.' .
Mrs. Anderson has just 1nformed me that
she will be assisted in her talent |

en by her singing~partner, |
Mr. Ted Sanford. |

(FRED LIFTS CURTAIN BOTTOM, FROM BACK)

| | FRED
Fred Sanfordlll

28.



K M.C.
Fred Sgnford.
(FRED LIFTS CURTAIN BOTTOM AGAIN)
| FRED
G.
M.C.
Fred Sanford, G.

(LAMONT LOOKS PUZZLED. HE LOOKS OVER
AT WOODY FOR SOME EXPLANATION)

- ?/‘K,!L—
DISSOLVE TO: o e A i
L:TL.._V A 0; @ ¥ m.—wu#.

MUSIC: YANKEE DOODLE DANDY

(LUCILLE FINISHING HER TWIRLING AND
TAPPING ACT)

SFX: APPLAUSE

| M.C. |
Thank you, Mrs..Lucille Broﬁn, fer—seur
Bipewcemmbdgi-sgmbet-, And now I give you
finallst number two, Mrs. Esther Anderson.
FRED (0.S.) |

And Fred! | |
| :M‘C;_J

. -And Ted.
SFX: APPLAUSE | ,
MUSIC: B.G. "OLD MILL 'STREAM"

(THE CURTAIN OPENS. A SMALL TABLE,

SUPPOSEDLY IN A CAFE. POTTED PALMS.
A CHAMPAGNE BUCKET... SOFT LIGHTING.

ESTHER HAS A SHAWL AROUND HER SHOULDERS)

FRED o
A=toasty—my-—tear—to-gour. Lo _,

(STOP TAPE)

29.



ESTHER
-, Ne, no, no... to xgg:
To us.
(THEY LAUGH)
Imagine us meeting again after all
these years. It seems like only
yesterday wkhen—we—firsbemes.
| ESTHER
Yes... I remember cibwisec!!!
(THEY TOUCH GLASSES AND DRINKj
ESTHER (CONT'D)
Where was 1t??? .
MUSIC: BELLNOTE |
() o FRED
| DOWN BY THE OLD MILL STREAM
ESTHER

- It wasn't the stream... It was a lagoon.
o ' St GOON!

| FRED =

'WHERE I FIRST MET YOU

It wasn't me, it was my sister, Elizabeth.

) FRED

[ P g . L o

WEEE YOUR EYES ©F BLUE
ESTHER

They weren't blue, they were brown.

30.
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N ——

47

FRED |
Would you like ﬁm black -aaasi:éée-?
DRESSED IN GINGHAM, TOO
| ESTHER
That was .-polyestlier, sucker.
FRED
That 's you polly-esther. Half woman —-
half parrot!
ESTHER
IT WAS THERE I KNEW
FRED
You don't know nothing. o !
ESTHER
THAT I LOVED YOU TRUE
el FRED
I mex throw up!
ESTHER
(SINGS)
| I WAS SIXTEEN
| FRED
Ll et e e
That was ﬁﬁ size M
. ESTEER
YOUR VILLAGE QUEEN
FRED
~feme, Queen Kong.
. BOTH |
DOWN BY THE OLD MILL STREAM

(THEY PUT THEIR HEADS TOGETHER)

31.
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(WILD APPLAUSE)
MUSIC: PLAYOFF - FINE & DANDY

(THE CURTAIN CLOSES. APPLAUSE AND P
PLAYOFF CONTINUE. FRED AND ESTHER
TAKE BOWS. DURING BOWS WE CUT TO
LAMONT LOOKING TROUBLED)

M.C.,
Thank you... and now our third finallst
~= Mrs. Mabel Johnsonl!!!
MUSIC: MOONLIGHT SONATA/Zaeee
(MABEL COMES OUT TO BALLET MUSIC

AND DOES A FEW STEPS IN BALLET THEN

GOES INTO ROCK)

FRED

She sure is feet to be soj

¥y in her séat!

DISSOLVE TO:

JUDGES' TABLE

(THE JUDGES ARE CONFERRING. LAMONT IS
EXPLAINING SOMETHING TO THEM. FRED
HAS SNUCK OVER... BEIS HEAD RISES FROM
BEHIND THE TABLE... HE IS TRYING TO
EAVESDROP)

(AS CAMERA STAYS ON JUDGES, WE HEAR

M.C.

Who will be Mrs, Watts Business Wife of
19757 Will it be Mrs. Lucille Brown?

FRED
No way!
| - M.C. -
Will 1t be Mrs. Msbel Johnson?

32.
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FRED
' . / .
M?—L(/,N o Sreics DG Dela —rhe Z‘t}( R

M.C.
Or Mrs. Esther Anderson -witietheswid
L i

FRED

(ON. EEARING ESTHER'S NAME)

Thank you. We accept, we accept...
{LAMONT REACTION)
CUT TO:

STAGE

(THE M.C. IS GETTING THE SLIP OF PAPER
FROM THE JUDGES)

— M.C. | . | —
k"‘-t-—-m""—‘f Ntnj - Adeoe ToLl Lo slasins fil g L
And the winner Of the Mrs. Wetts Business
Wife of 1975 is...
MUSIC: FANFARE
Mrs. Lucllle Brownl!l! o
(FRED JUMPS UP) o I
FRED o o
- — T T

_. . 9 ’ e L . ‘:ILL-‘». Ca= T Y 2
What??? & cooeuflees TV TIEEC T D 2T

-

(WILD CHEERS)

MUSIC: HAPPY DAYS ARE HERE AGATN ~

(MUSIC CONTINUES THROUGHOUT FOLLOWING.
ESTHER LOOKS DISAPPOINTED, BUT APPLAUDS.
ALL THE OTHER LADIES RUSH UP AND EMBRACE
MRS. BROWN. THE M.C. GIVES HER A BOUQUET
OF FLOWERS AND STARTS PUTTING A RIBBON
ACROSS HER CHEST. FLASHBULBS ARE FLASH-
ING. DURING THE ABOVE, FRED GETS UP AND
STARTS SCREAMING) e -



ng(‘\)

LR

FRED (TO JUDGES)
You dummies. What do you know. about
‘beauty??? |
(AS EE PASSES THEIR TABLE ON THE WAY
TO THE STAGE, HE GETS THE CORNER OF

THE TABLECLOTH CAUGHT IN HIS SLEEVE.
HE PULLS THE TABLECLOTH AND THE TABLE

- WITH HIM, AND CONTINUES UP TO THE

STAGE, WITH THE TABLE IN TOW)

(FRED RUNS UP ON THE STAGE. AS THE M.C.
IS PINNING THE RIBBON TO LUCILLE BROWN'S
CHEST, FRED PUSHES THE M.C, OUT OF THE
WAY, PULLS THE RIBBON OFF LUCILLE, AND
WRAPS IT AROUND A PROTESTING ESTHER.

HE GRABS THE FLOWERS AND GIVES THEM TC
ESTHER. A MELEE. THE M.C. STRUGGLES
WITH FRED. LUCILLE GRABS THE RIBBON
AND FLOWERS FROM ESTHER, AND FRED
THREATENS LUCILLE. DURING ALL OF THIS,
THE MUSIC IS STILL PLAYING)

(WE CUT TO: LAMONT LOOKING MORTIFIED)
FRED (DURING ABOVE)

" (OVER MUSIC AND MELEE)

Esther is the winner. Didn't you hear

her singing that song? Gimme those _

flowers... I worked my butt off all week...
(SINGS) | |

. (AS PRED CONTINUES, WE )

'DISSOLVE TO:

INT. SANFORD LIVING ROOM - LATER THAT EVENING

.(FRONT DOOR OPENS. TFRED AND LAMONT
~ ENTER. FRED IS DISSHEVELLED) .

”LAMONT

: . .
‘.-—.\ L R "'L.,..V.-

I've never been so embarrassed in my 11fe.

i

You:made a fool of‘yourself,.Pop.

(STOP TAPE)
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FRED

I don't care. Esther deserved to win.
(AN ] .."f g g RT3 AU

She -éﬁm" erbe

-‘T._'! [ - . .
J‘(-/\_t o Phn Sy oo 4 FUROTER na—t&L L&.’.lga O et

LAMONT :

Crad " o424 Ao

Pop, I admit Aunt Esther's chances of
winning looked good. And 1f she wasn't
my aunt I would have voted for her. She
probably would have won.

FRED ——

7’“ o . n.g s -’*.La.twt.u-l-q'

You mean you wembed: to vote for her, dbut

you dian't?
LAMONT
I couldn't, Pop. I asked mwself,4Am I
voting for her because she deserves to
win, or becausé she's iw aunt. &nd I
wasn't sure of the answer. So I
disqualified myself. I'm sorry, Pop.
FRED (A BEAT)

You don't have to be sorry, son. You

- @ld the hono:able thing.

- LAMONT. | _
I'm glad you feel that way, Pop.
FRED

was going to get from'WOody...'Iaddn‘t”

‘need it. I mean, with the cost of 11ving

going down and all...

—
PR &

And anyway, that five hundred doiléfs'I ﬂ,f_=
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LAMONT
3//-\ What are you talking about? The cost

. of living is going up.
FRED

Not around here. - A=poorrar=T—=FsPr-you;
my expenses are golng to be cut in half, N

- . A , .
oo G A L Lideet »

(MAKES A FIST) =
Come here, you big dummy...
FADE OUT.

END OF ACT TWO

f
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FADE IN:

TAG

%’ L ( - “,_.— L .
B YR I RN P S Y L R T

INT, LIVING ROOM - Ira%¥ ¥

(FRED IS READING THE NEWSPAPER)
FRED (CALLS)
Lamont, come in here & minute. I want
your opinion on something.
(LAMONT ENTERS FROM KITCHEN)
LAMONT
What is it, Pop?
| FRED '
I'm reading this article here about
beauty contests. You know, the people
.uho run those things make a fortune.
They sell the TV rights, they endorse
cosmetics.e.
LAMONT |
‘Yeah, T know all that. What do you
want my opinion about? |
 FRED
Well, I was thinking'maybe we could get
in on some of that7money._ What 4if we

organize our own beauty contest... The Miss .

Junk Pageant.
LAMONT

Pop, but I think there are enough beauty

cqntests alrgady.i_

38.



PRED
Yeah, but this one would be different.
@ ") You see, I'd be the enly Judge, and
' there would only be one categorVeee
ngpatitude”,
LAMONT
Gratitude?
FRED
Yeah... instead of thanking the judges
~ after they win, the girls would thank me
before they win. And the aq;;-L who'.é the

Lottt ™

most thankful.., el winlll And se cockiorss Lo

(LAMONT LAUGHES)

FADE OUT.

END OF SHOW
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