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ACT ONE 

FADE IN: 

INT. LIVING ROOM - DAY 

(LAMONT IS AFFIXING A "SEAL" TO THE 
WINDOW ON THE PRONT DOOR. THE SEAL 
~AYS. "MEMBER• W.B.A." FRED ENTERS 
:FROM KITCHEN) 

FRED 

Lamont. breakfast. 

LAMONT 

In a minute, Pop. 

FRED 

That'll be too late •. I'm cooking my 

Science Fiction Special • 

. LAMONT 

AND WHAT IS YOUR SCIENCE FICTION SPECIAL??? 

FRED 

The Incredible Shrinking Sausage .• 

LAMONT· 

(FINISHES AFFIXING THE SEAL) 

The.re it is,. Pop. 'That ·sticker means we ..... . . 

are now official members or the Watts 

'FRED 

(EXAMINES I~ CLOSELY) 

.lower. 



(FRED RIPS THE STICKER OFF THE WINDOW 
AND THROWS IT ON THE FLOOR, JUST BELOW 
THE WINDOW) 

PRED. (CONT'D) 

That's low enough. 

LAMONT 

Pop, why did JOU do ·that??? 

PRED 

Because we already belong to an 

association.•• The United Junlanen of 

America. 

LAMONT 

ic,~,j~t~te<~~t· -~~,,~k:-e's ne Ufiited-

Jtmlemen ef Ameriaa. 

FRED. 

Sure there is. They're always sending 

out those letters, and ••• 

LAMONT 

Wbat letters? 

"FRED 
-&,~.,-· 

You lmow ••• "Give to the u.J.A. 11 I mail 

'em a che.ck every _year. 

· LAMONT 

.Pop* u.J .A. stands for the United Jewish 

.Appeal. 

Yes .. 
/ 

/ 

FRED: 

~NT 

I 
I 
( 

4. 



FRED 

(A BEAT) 

I wondered why all the receipts were signed 

by Sammy Davis, -Jr. 

LAMONT 

(PUTS SEAL BACK ON WINDOW) 

The sticker stays up, Pop. In ~act, I've 

already agreed to help choose Mrs. Watts 

Business Wife. I'm one or the judges. 

FRED 

Mrs. Watts what'Z 

LAMON'!' 

Business Wife. It's a ~romotional thing 

for ·the Association. It's open to the 

wives or all the local businessmen. 

FRED 

You ·mean like a Miss America contest? 

LAMONT 
"" -,C!,i.. :v-.!....~-L J-4- ,.: 

Sort or. The ladies are judged =M- looks, 

poise, and talent. The winner gets a 

thousand ·d·ol1ars. 

FRED 

A thousand dollars??? 

(STARTS FO~ STAIRS) 

I'll be right back. 

LAMONT 

Where are you going? 



FRED 

Poil? a :iheueemd bttcke, I~ll sbaoc ma aegs 
. .J_J, ~-.;,IC, 1,~f J;if._,.,,,..., ,,,a_.,1_....:h ,( 1'L -"'h'l.,i.;f. ;C,.:.-4.,,'!..r.,t~.:.· · 
Md get a ee~ e 1il..il.6;1ne: abobe. y 

SFX: KNOCK ON DOOR 

FRED 

I'll get it. 

(FRED OPENS THE DOOR •. IT IS WOODY) 

WOODY 

Hello, .Fred~ 

FRED 

Hi, Woody. 

(ESTHER APPEARS IN DOORWAY, BEHIND 
WOODY) 

'Bye, Woody. 

(FRED SLAMS THE .DOOR IN THEIR PACES)•­

LAMONT. 

Pop. 

(OPENS DOOR) 

Come on 1n, Woody. 

(WOODY ENTERS) 

You, too, Aunt Eshter. 



• 

ESTHER 

Not until that heathen apologi~es 

for slamming the door 1n my face. 

LAMONT 

She's right, Pop. -Apologize to her. 

FRED 

Oh, okay, okay. I apologize, Esther. 

I'm sorry for sl ng the door 1n your 

face. 

ESTHER 

(SHE STARTS TO STEP INTO THE HOUSE. 
FRED SLAMS THE DOOR IN HER FACE AND 
IN THE SAME MOVE, STARTS CROSSING 
TO CENTER OF ROOM) 

FRED-

(ALMOST SIMULTANEOUS WITH SLAMMING 
THE DOOR) 

What's new. Woody? 

WOODY 

Fred, I wish you wouldn't do that. 

(OPENS DOOR) 

Fred was just hav1ng a.little :t'un~ dear .. 

(ESTHER ENTERS) 

LAMONT 

-AM ;f at fol' ence, ·pop, why don't you try 

being nice to Aunt Esther. 

sister. 

She is Mom's -



-;(7~) 
·-... _/,_~ ___ /' 

FRED 

Okay, okay. Esther, on behal.f' of 1 ... . . ~ 
---1·. ~· -"- ~ ,.~..:..<.- l 0( /.. .• t-,~ru~ 

Elizabeth, s1 t down and mai:11 :,et2::reel:f' 

oomf ;1 lh!l:1' 1'e • 

ESTHER 

(SI'l'S) 

Thank you •. 

FRED 

And, on behalf of Elizabeth, can I 

offer _you something to eat? 

ESTHER 

I wou1cin't mind a little snack. 

FRED 

I Is Lamont, .go fix your Aunt Esther 

a II i 11 f'1sh head sandwich. 

\ ~ r we got_. __ 

) rra.in.-anc:r"atiea collar. -----· 
(LAMONT THROWS FRED A LOOK, EXITS 
TO KITCHEN) 

ESTHER 

You Qan insult me al1 you want now~ 

·Fred Sanford, because .when I'm chosen 

Mrs. :Watts Business Wife, your .insulting 

days ·are going to be over. 

a. 



FRED (INCREDULOUS) 

U&bli&z::ia&ne La. Ui;f:¢.tt1 You're 

entered 1n that contest??? 

ESTHER 

. I'm not only entered in it. I'm going 

to~ ~t. Right. Woody? 

WOODY .{Ji'EEBLY) 

Yeah ••• right. right. 

FRED 

Wrong. 11; •S• You're not going to win 

it, because you're not even eligible. ~C ->1..r ,.•~/ ,t.,C: 
-- -· -,' i . ,-, ;1 - t,, 
....... 1 ....... ,-r ..... 4,.,, i.-~"- /i,.,,( """" t...'. '~'- -"~·"- r "-':... c: 
p.eetPilgt·ad t; i:eopJ.e of a certain race .. 

WOODY 

I &ttdu'19 MU Llat. What race? 

lC; FRED 

9Je.. Human Rt@;;.:c. Look. Esther. I'm te1ling you 

this ·for your own good. Bow out. Save 

yourse1f a lot of embarrassment. 

ESTHER 

Why would I be embarrassed? I've got 

everything it takes to win ·that contest. 

When I .was born~ my .body .was blessed by 
. -~ 

Mother Nature,. ,1.. .. -r,.;,:.j · 
FRED 

t,'t__ •.• ._ L--
-~ 1; • 1'12'5 as you grew older it was -cursed 

... 
by Father Time. 

ESTHER 

That did 1tJ.,J Let's get out or here. 

Woody .. 

9 .• 



WOODY 

You run along, Esther. There~s. something 

I want to discuss with Lamont. 

ESTHER 

All right, I'll go do some shopping. 

(SHE CROSSES TO DOOR) 

PRED 

Goodbye, dear. 

ESTHER 

(TOUCHED} 

"Dear"-••• you called me "dear"? 

FRED 
. 

Why shouldn't I call you "dear"••• You 
,,, ' ... /. . ,· ,.;.;,:;;.z -,,:.. /;. '- .,; ·/ , '-'C:·U:" t 

look like lledc mph' i I J Je'l'I. • .,.. . 

(ESTHER EXITS) --------- :; . c_-4:i--··.i:,: .. 

PRED (CONT'D) 

L~~,ieJ.~-. How did she 

talk you into entering .her 1n ·that contest, 

anyway? For the thousand dollars? 

WOODY 

Yeah. .She. wants to -give her ha1t of 1.t 

to the church. But., besides that, ::it's 

for my business. Publicity. 

Publicity? 



WOODY 

Yeah. You see, if Esther wins. they'll 

take her picture 1n front 0£ m,y hardware 

store. She'll be 1n all the papers ••• 

That's why I got to talk to .Lamont. 

(LAMONT ENTERS PROM KITCHEN WITH A 
CUP OF COFFEE) 

LAMONT 

-~~ - Where I s Aunt Esther? 

WOODY 

She had to go out. ·Listen. Lamont, 

there's something I'd like to ask you. 

_-: LAMONT 
~ -~~.,.c.,-~i L..!,,.;:. .. C'-~ t..•t,...' .. ~-..~~: .. ; -.-

The liquor·• s over there,- .WeN'Y .;:..,;,~• ~A..i:- .;.;:_.£:...;., .... ,-'- , 

WOODY 

It's not about whiskey. 

(.HE GOES AND POURS HIMSELF A DRINK) 

It's like this .• You're a.Judge :1n that 

contest~ and 'if you .could vote for your 

Aunt Esther, ~~sheJ~•-• 

LAMONT 

Aunt Esther'.s -entered in the .contest? 

I didn't know that. 

WOODY. 

Yeah. And since she '.s your 1'avor..1te 

Aunt., I ••• 

. .LAMONT 

Woody, I ·can't talk to you now ... :I.,ve .got 

.to get over to ·the Associat1on',s -o·ffices. 
(HE STARTS TO LEAVE) 

11. 



FRED 

What ror? 

LAMONT 

Well, now that Esther 1s a contestant, 

I don't lmow j_f' ~t's right for me to be 

a judge. I 1·11 leave it up to the 

committee. See you later. 

(LAMONT EXITS) 

WOODY 

Well, that's it. He was my only hope. 

FRED 

~n•.t·~~~~~-

' 

• ' • _;.$._A ~ ,..,> -?" •_;- ' l-!:..-1--~ L-,i .. - - ..., ~~,., . ~•• c:..._..:, ..(."- . 
~·t"'Wl'<l··enlist Esther 1n the Nav-y. 

That way you can bury her face. at ·sea. 

WOODY 

Fred, I need helpl 

FRED 

The liquor's over there, H■ri1•. 

WOODY 
'f---44-~- 'j_ 

You know I net'!' ed ~1ng, 7-, t"--"i · 

(GOES AND POURS .HIMSELF A DRINK)·--------· -f., ~.<. 
:I need help! 

FRED 

Well, you~ve come to the wrong place~· 

My name i.s Fred :Sanford. What you .need 

1s a ·Henry Higgins. 

\...~ .. ~-c. .... ,._ t.,'1- i... , .... 

? 

12. 



WOODY 

Who?. 

FRED 

Henry Higgins. Remember that movie 
Ci<..:. ~·i.:,. .~i....•'. 

that was on TV.?{ My Fair Lady? 

WOODY 

Yeah. 

FRED 

Well. he was the one who took that homely 
cu.~.::....-=' 

girl off the sit;1 e et and changed her from 

a sow's ear into a silk purse. 

WOODY 

You think he could do that with.Esther? 

FRED 

~~-::~a:s;;:._~~., j. sow's ear is 

one thing. A sow's face is something·else. 

WOODY 

r-, d sure like to find somebody like h1m. 

I'd give anything to get that public1ty. 

'FRED 

:,Yeah •. we.ll yt>u ,migll,t .as well 'fo~get ·.it, ... 
because ..... Did you say -.nanything"? 

WOODY 

Well ••• almost anyttnng. 

FRED 

That 's close enough. · ·woody-.. you I r.e going 

to get your publicity ••• And it 1.s only 

going to cost you five hundred dollars .• 

13. 



,--. 

f (----') 
... '·,., .. _/ 

rir-\ 
L\-~,/ 

WOODY 

Five hundred? 

FRED 
.~.;L~{ 

Your a!IM!e or _the prize money lf..!.Blse 

~e. You give it to me. 

WOODY 

What??? ••• Oh, come en. You're not 

thinking of ••• 

FRED 

Look, if Henry eould do it. Freddy can 

do it. -Md ~dy 1s read'y. 1 111 Se 

M1-cbelm1gel0 an4 Esther w1II be my hutilf 

of eJ.ay. ·1 111 mold her~ shape her.~. 

I' 11 transform her from a .creeping' 

caterpiller uito a blossoming butterfly .• 

WOODY 

It sounds exciting, Fred ••• you really 

think you can do it? 

14. 



FRED 

Woody, for rive hundred bucks; could 

turn Ewell Gibbons into a meat loaf freak. 

DISSOLVE TO: 

INT. LIVING ROOM - NEXT DAY 

(FRED IS LOOKING AT A BOOK) 

FRED 
\. 

(READING) 

••• "The Joanna Rhodes Beauty Book. Your 

Stairway To A Beautiful You"••• A stairway? 

Esther1 s .going to need an elevator. 

(LAMONT-COMES DOWN STAIRS) 

·tAMONT 

() 

' ~J ...:£...:.- (,!..u'~-.,~.J ('t<,C. , 
i:B- Aunt EstherAhere yet, Pop? 

PRED 

I'm expecting her any minute. 

LAMONT 

Listen. Pop, when she ,gets here, just cool 

it, huh. Now Woody talked her into letting 

,:oµ :'i)elp her.,, $0. t:ry .to -encourage ·her.. ' 
.. ,. . .· . 

_.·;:i.... .. ,.....;...-L. ....... -e 
~ her conf~dence. 

'FRED 

Confidence, right. And that 1 s what you 

should be g1 ving me. i I'm· doing my part 

to help her win, so the least _you ·can do 

is .... 

15. 
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-~ (I .ii . 

.....,..,~--~✓ 

-- . 

LAMONT 

Pop, I know what you're going to say. 

Save it. 

FRED 

But ••• 

LAMONT 

I ·said, save it!! Look. in the £1rst 

place. I might not even be a judge. The 

committee 1s still deciding. And in 

the second place, there 1s no way I would 

give Aunt Esther special consideration. 

That would be nepotism. 

FRED 

No sir.. Esther is your aunt, right? 

LAMONT 

Yeah ••• 

FRED 

Then it's ~a~e~•~-•••••••••L~1Be■■~,;;;a,•~& nepbewtism • 

. LAMONT 

Pop, if I did what you're asking. I 

wouldn't be able to look myselt 1n the 

£ace. 

l'RED 

You wouldn't be missing anything! 

LAMONT 

Pop, it's not as if the other 
"-,c.. --- ,-.___,__' ...... 

·contestants are~ models or cover girls .. 

Esther is going to .be competing with her 

peers_. 

16. 



~-. 
(1~, 

\. -'· .... __ _,) 

FRED 

Her peers? You mean Godzilla'~ 1n this 

contest? 

Hello, Lamont. 

LAMONT 

Hi, Aunt Esther. See you two later. 

Have tun. 

(LAMONT EXITS) 

ESTHER 

Fun??? With you??? The only reason I 

came here 1s because Woody begged me • 
.FRED 

Okay, let's get .started. Listen to 

what this Joanna Rhodes says ••• 

(READS) 

"By applying my beauty secrets_, even 

the plainest woman can be turned j,nto 

an Aphrodite." 

·ESTHER 
-I.~. ;1...-.:.. l-:. .. "t. ;~, , .... 1 ,-;~.:..- (. ,..: .. 2:: · ltt·~:: -~- , •• ! . 

Ne way l I was born a Baptist, ·and ·11.m 

t in B ti t Oh l t l'1 s ay g a . ap ·s .. . • g cry .... · 

17. 



PRED 

We only have five days, Esthe~, and we 

got a lot to do. 

(FROM BOOK) 

"Poise, walking, sitting, makeup, 

wardrobe, posture ••• " 

ESTHER 

What's wrong with my posture? 

FRED 
~c..L( i,'-/ pn.i..L-·7LJ_ ,~:t:'.J., 

It's Ac.it peel'• 1111::g~ Listen to this ••• 

(READS) 

"Perfect posture cannot be achieved 

without perfect posture alignment~" 

You know what happens when you don't 

have perfect alignment? 

ESTHER 

What? 

FRED 

Your tires go bald and your rear end 

shakes ••• 

DISSOLVE TO: 

INT. LIVING ROOM - NIGHT 

(ESTHER IS PRACTICING GRACEFUL WALKING, 
WITH A BOOK ON HER HEAD) 

.FRED~---:--
1 

No, . • • • not 111ce that t 
---------- I ---,_ • .. -·' 

18. 
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'~ ... -· 

FRED 

·BM+ feee --2ea1 ts 3'abt:lirs=;. 

(RE: BOOK) 

(READS !i'ROM BOOK) 

"A gr,:. • ..:.Cul walk should have as little 

unnecessary motion as possible. Chin 

in and level." Like this ••• 

(HE PULLS HIS CHIN IN UNTIL IT TOUCHES 
HIS CHEST) . 

FRED (CONT'D) 

(READS) 

"Tummy pulled up and in." 

(HE PULLS HIS TUMMY OP AND IN TO AN 
EXTREME) 

·"Hips tucked under ••• " 

. (HE TUCKS HIS HIPS UP AND UNDER, 
BENDING AT THE KNEES AT THE SAME TIME. 
NOW HE LOOKS LIKE A CONTORTIONIST) 

FRED (CONT'D) 

Now, observe. 

(HE WALXS AROUND THE ROOM .IN THE ABOVE 
CONTORTED POSITION~ WITH ONE .HAND ON 

·HIS HIP) 

PRED (CONT'D) 

(WALKING) 

See - Gracefully -- Gracefully -



;,('.""'"\ 
•• 1 I 

;:.,,: \. __ _,,,./ 

(ESTHER IS WALKING AROUND THE ROOM WITH 
A BOOK ON HER HEAD. ESTHER MIMICS FRED'S 
WALK WEARING BOOK) 

20. 

FRED 

Pertect ••• fs_o_mu_c~h-:f-or_p_o~1~s-e-.-. -::-L-et:-:-1 s _____ -~~,L 

~~;t_· ~-._,J_.$/t.-t --? ~11 
move on to makeup. 

ESTHER 

Makeup??? 

PRED 
~ J ,- ..... / 

Yeah. u1. c~.Z- -Z.. ~\.-t..f:r....-\.,.1 ~ ..... -~ 

(HOLDS UP TWO LIPSTICKS OUT OF MAKEUP 
CASE ON ~tr.FFET) 

Which color do you 11ke better? 

ESTHER 

I will not wear lipstick, Fred Sanford. 

Lipstick is the deVil 1s paint •. 

FRED 

Look, Esther - I uan'B 'ef2e.i!I soc acl!:ax·s-. 

Now, I'm giving you a choi.ce., ... you 

either put on this pa.i.nt, or I l)Ut a 
. n .. :l-~ . 

. headl'ight 1n your me'ill;;i:l and dl'ive .you 

through Earl Scheib's. 

(SO THREATENED, SHE 11.'AKES A LIPSTICK 
AND STARTS POTTING .IT ON) . 

FADE OUT. 

END OF ACT ONE 
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~\- _,,,/ 

ACT TWO 

INT. LIVING ROOM - A FEW NIGHTS LATER 

. FRED 

Come on, Esther, we're going to be late. 

ESTHER (0 .S.) 

Coming, Fred. I'm just zipping my dress up. 

FRED 

Okay, when you walk in here, do it 1ike 
L-J-µ_.i~'- J.L "-"""4---.~-i:._,., 

!,,c.,, cs sr bn1iL111 :11 Give it everything 

you've got. 

(FRED PUTS ON RECORD) 

SFX: MUSIC: A PRETTY GIRL IS LIKE. A MELODY 

(A BEAT I ESTHER ENTERS LOOKING TERRIFIC • 
SHE IS WALKING LIKE A MODEL. SHE IS 
BEAUTIFULLY. GOWNED, MADE UP, ETC.) 

FRED {CONT'D) 

(OVER MUSIC) 

That's it ••• good, good. 

Shouldiers back a little~ and don't ·1ead 

rlth your head. • • it ·won't :get there .before 

the rest of you. 

(ADJUSTING HER WALK) 

Like this. 

ESTHER 

FRED 
That's it ••• perfect. Okay, relax. ·.You 

·can jut now. 

{SHUTS OFF RECORD PLAYER) 
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(LAMONT COMES DOWN STAIRS. HE IS 
WEARING A SUIT) 

LAMONT 

Hey, you two s~ill here? You're going 

to be late for the contest. 

PRED 

We're almost finished. I just hope 

Esther remembers everything I taught her,. 

ESTHER 

Don't worry, I will. 

FRED 

And there's something I hope zou 

remember, Lamont. That·Esther's never 

won a beauty contest, and you could make 

her "!ery bappy if you ••.• 

LAMONT 

Pop, let's not go through that again, huh? 

Now, the committee trusted me enough to 

Okq - okay. .No nepllewt1sm. · .. 
.. 

·.LAMONT 

l'll see you over there. Good ·1uck, Aunt 

Esther.. You too, ·pop, you've really worked 

hard these last few days .• 

FRED 

Thanks son. 
J' ) 
~· (LAMONT EXITS) 
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FlmD (CONT'D) 

OkayJ Esther. 

(GETS WIG BOX FROM TOP OF BUFFET) 

The last finishing touch now. The coup 

de grace. .~-Z:- c:.:l.<._,.-~ 7u -~<-- . '- , . .__ -·n1;:~-l' 
., 

(TAKES WIG OUT OP BOX) 

ESTHER 

A wig? 

PRED 

The guy at the store said it would make 

you look like a million bucks • ~-~ · n ...... 
-~ ~~_.. ~ -X...Ci...c...._... -

(FRED SHAKES OUT THE WIGJ.STARTS TO PUT 
IT ON ESTHERJ ·THEN CHANGES HXS MIND. BE 
PUTS THE WIG ON BER BACKWARDSJ SO THAT 
THE HAIR IS COVERING HER FACE. HE STEPS 
BACK AND LOOKS AT HER) 

~\. ( ..... \1 PRED (CONT 'D) 
.. \ ___ _/ 

He was right! Let 's :go. 

(HE TAKES ESTHER'·S ARM, AND STARTS 
LEADmG HER 'TOWARD THE DOOR) 

DISSOLVE TO: 

·INT. SMALL BALLROOM 

(TABLES WITH GUESTS. A ".STA·GE, 11 NOT 
NECESSARILY RAISED, WITH A BANNER 
"WATTS BUSINESS ASSOCIATION". A 
·cURTAIN BACKDROP. LAMONT AND ·SEVERAL 
JUDGES ARE SEATED AT THE JUDGES' !'ABLE. 
A PLACCARD IS ON THE TABLE WHICH SAYS 
"JUDGES" •. FRED AND WOODY ARE SEATED 
-AT AN ADJACENT TABLE) 

(WE HAVE A PIANO ON STAGE •• ~ AS WE 
FADE UP, TEE M.C. IS ·MAKING AN 
ANNOUNCEMENT) 

24. 
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M.C. 
,,>x.. ~"'t.. ~-""'--r,-\ A-t--:---l el-:-Y.\.:f~c........_.,n·L, • 

• • • And here they come •1-1• let '.s have a 

big hand for them, ladies and gentlemen 

• • • our td=. semi-finalists l ! I 

MUSIC: "A PRETTY GIRL" 

(THE SIX SEMI-FINALISTS IN BATHING 
SUITS ENTER FROM THE "WINGS," TWO FROM 
EACH WING. THEY CRISS-CROSS EACH 
OTHER, AND POSITION THEMSELVES, STAND­
ING, ACROSS THE STAGE) 

Sli'X: APPLAUSE 

CUT TO: 

(FRED AND WOODY AT TABLE) 

FRED 

Well, .so far so good.. She made the 

semi-finals. 

WOODY 

Yeah, but what's taldng those j.udges so 

long? They should have picked the three 

finalists by ·now. 

PRED 
; ( . . ,, • .. , 

:Yeah. Maybe they need some ·help. ~ d ~< t...f~{-<'.:"'-

• . . ' • : i.,. - • ~' • , ~ .. --· .__,1.,. ----~ -~\,,;,., l"Y1. . ,· 

(FRED GOES TO JUDGES' TABLE) 

FRED (CONT'D) 

Excuse .1ne, :your Judgeships. If .I . m1-ght 

offer an objective, unprejudiced opinion, 
,l,..:._.,;....Y.:..,-:_. ~ ~ !-. C- ' 

I 1 d say that that 1ady in the :b:!1::1,et bathing 

suit with the ••• 



LAMONT 

Pop!!! 

FRED 

Pop??? Ha ha ha, you must be mistaken, 

young man. 

(TO JUDGES) 

This dummy's not my son, and that 

beautiful lady in the bil:!le- bathing suit, 
1$ 

1!1he ' s not the dummy 1 s aunt ••• I 

LAMONT 

Will you get away f'rom here 1 1 I 

PRED 

e.::Yomig man, is that any way to talk to a 
., 

strangerj Cl•.A .. --m.,·n~j . 
(PRED GIVES LAMONT THE FIST, STARTS TO 
SAY SOMETHING IN ANGER, RESTRAINS HIM­
SELF, GOES BACK TO HIS TABLE) 

CUT TO: 

STAGE 

ttliE M.C. GETS A ·SLIP OP PAPER PROM 
_ THE JUDGES) 

Ladies and gentlemen, I have the _judges-t 

decision on ·the three .:finalists, .and ·here 

they are. 

MUSIC: (FANFARE) 

M.C. (CONT'D) 

Mrs .••• 

26. 



FRED (STANDS UP) 

Esther Andersonlll 

(HE STARTS APPLAUDING) 

ALL 

Sshushhh. • • Sit down. • • et C • 

. (FRED GIVES EVERYBODY THE FIST, SITS 
·DOWN) 

M.C. . 
Kindly hold 1 t down. Mrs • Lucille Brown 1 

(LUCILLE BROWN SHRIEKS WITH EXCITEMENT) 

SFX: APPLAUSE 

M.C. (CONT'D) 

0Jlr second finalist . • • Mrs ••• 

FRED 

(STANDS 11P AGAIN) 

Esther Anderson! 

ALL 

Quiet • • • pipe down! ! 1 
---.A 

.J . (LAMONT GESTURES TO FRED TO SHUT UP) 

M •. C. 

Mrs .• Mabel Johnson! 

(MRS. JOHNSON SHRIEKS) 

SFX: APPLAUSE 

:M.·c. (CONT'D) 

And last but not least, our third _ . .L..;.-r.:..." -

finalist, Mrs. ~ • 

FRED 

.Esther Anderson! 
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M.C. 

••• Esther Anderson! ! I 

SFX: APPLAUSE 

(ESTHER IS OVERWHELMED WITH EMOTION. 
FRED JUMPS UP AND RUNS UP ON STAGE. 
HE KNOCKS OVER THE M. C • AS HE GOES TO 
ES'l'HER. FRED AND ESTHER ABOUT TO HUG 
-• • • FRED DECIDES AGAINST ·rT AND GOES 
BACK TO HIS SEAT) 

M. C • ( CONT 'D) 

Well, that brings us to the final 

category for judging ••• the talent 

competition. 

(TO THE THREE FINALISTS WHO REMAIN 
ON STAGE) . 

Ladies, it you would like to go get 

ready, please ••• 

r•,0'\, (THE LADIES EXIT BEHIND THE CURTA!N. 
"-~-- ./ ·BEFORE DOING SO, ESTHER CALLS TO FRED) 

ESTHER 

Come on, Fred. 

(FRED JOINS ESTHER ON STAGE. ES'l'HER · · 
WHISPERS SOMETHING :INTO TBE M.C.'S EAR. 
THEN SHE AND FRED GO BEHIND THE CURTAIN) 

M.C. 

Mrs. Anderson has just :informed me· that 

she will be assisted in ·her talent 
. --.:..,-:-,.:...i-"-'""-'- .,__, •·,'-· . 

~reseutattcm by her singing -partner., 

Mr. ·Ted Sanford. 

(FRED LIFTS CURTAIN BOTTOM, FROM BACK) 

FRED 

Fred Sanford? l J 
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M.C • 

..-.,. Fred Sanford. 
1"'"((~) 
\_ .. __ _,,, (FRED LIFTS-_ CURTAIN BOTTOM AGAIN) 

.,..,(/'.""":"\) 

.;.:> __ _./ 

FRED 

G. 

M.C • 

. Fred Sanford, G. 

(LAMONT LOOKS PUZZLED. HE LOOKS OVER 
AT WOODY POR SOME EXPLANATION) 

DISSOLVE TO: 
·"7 l''l.Lt'-L-t.,r-~-- _.f,~o :---lv;. ,.,._,"1 . 

-. 

MUSIC: YANKEE DOODLE DANDY 

(LUCUiLE FmISHING HER "TWIRLING AND 
TAPPING ACT) 

SFX: APPLAUSE 

M.C • 

Thank you, Mrs • Lucille Brown, :Pe! , = ur 

-i,J;e :st 14:al Lii1rl. And now I give you 

finalist number two, Mrs. Esther -Anderson. 

FRED (O.S •. ) 

And Fred! 

And Ted. 

SFX.: APPLAUSE 

MUSIC: B. G. ·110LD MILL -STREAM" 

-(THE CURTAIN OPENS~ A SMALL TABLE; 
SUPPOSEDLY IN A CAFE. POTTED PALMS. 

·, 

A CHAMP AGNE BUCKET. • • SOFT LI OHTING. 
:ESTHER HAS A SHAWL AROUND HER SHOULDERS) 

FRED 

29. 

(STOP TAPE) 



ESTBZR 

No, no, no ••• to you. 

FRED 

To!:!!.• 

(THEY LAUGH) 

Imagine us :meeting again af'ter all 

these years. It seems .like only 

yesterday wsell lfe f11sst me&. 

ESTHER 

Yes. • • r remember J I , e o I J ! 

(THEY TOUCH GLASSES AND DRINK) 

ESTHER (CONT'D) 

Where was it??? 

MUSIC: BELLNOTE 

r-'•(~ FRED 
~-~ ':--~-~// 

DOWN BY THE OLD MILL STREAM 

ESTHER 

It wasn't the stream ••• It was -a-lagoon • 

...J'E!!;.,1me:~_1,= __ !::=:=i!F•1 e!e:Pfl1cetl!f=l ~f!leUP!!l?-=,=ye:;s EE5-!!f!IMP#f GOON! 

FRED 

WHERE I FIRST MET YOU· 

ESTHER 

It wasn't me, "it was my sister~ Elizabeth. 

·.FRED 

~ YOUR EYES 9 .BLUE 

ESTHER 

·They weren't blue, they were brown. 
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..... 
' 1·() 
'· ' .... __ ...,. 

• 

li'RED 
a c,-,,u~~ 

Would you like 1'illl!s black arnl ~I&el? 

DRESSED IN GINGHAM, TOO 

ESTHER 

That waspolyestner, sucker. 

FRED 

That's you polly-esther. Half woman -­

hal:r parrot ! 

ESTHER 

IT WAS TBERE I KNEW 

FRED 

You don't .know n~thing. 

ESTl!ER 

TH lfr I LOVED YOU 'rRUE 

.FRED 
·1 -,-,-;; 

(.._4\,~\."-'"-· 

I 11aet throw up! 

ESTHER 

(SINGS) 

I WAS SIXTEEN 

FRED 
'-f0,..1.\.\.' '~~ .... s..-

That was .._ size !."9~'!!:!:!211. -••••: ~, 

ESTHER 

YOUR VILLAGE QUEEN 

.FRED 

. !9R! Queen Kong • 

. BOTH 

DOWN BY THE OLD ·MILL STREAM 

(THEY PUT THEIR HEADS ~OGETBER) 
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t t~--::/ 

(WILD APPLAUSE) 

MUSIC: PLAYOFF - FINE&: DANDY 

(THE CURTAIN CLOSES. APPLAUSE AND P 
PLAYOFF CONTINUE. PRED AND ESTHER 
TAKE BOWS. DURING BOWS WE CUT TO 
LAMONT LOOKING TROUBLED) 

M.C. 

Thank you. • • and now our third finalist 

- Mrs. Mabel Johnson!!! 

MUSIC: MOONLIGHT SONATA 

(MABEL COMES OUT TO BALLET MUSIC 
AND DOES·A FEW STEPS IN BALLET THEN 
GOES INTO ROCK) 

FRED 

DISSOLVE TO: 

JUDGES ' . TABLE 

(THE JUDGES ARE CONPEl'iRING. LAMONT IS 
EXPLAINING SOMETHING TO "THEM. PRED 
HAS SNUCK OVER ••• HIS HEAD BISES FROM 
BEHIND THE TABLE. • • BE 'IS TRY.ING 'TO -
EAVESDROP) 

(AS CAMERA STAYS ON .J'UDGES, WE BEAR 
M.C.) 

:M.C,. 

1 
I 

Who will be Mrs • -Watts Business W1:f'e ,c,'t 

1975? Will it be Mrs •. Lucille Brown? 

?RED 

No way! 

M.'C. 

Will it be Mrs. Mabel Johnson? 
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FRED 

M.C. 

Or Mrs. Esther Anderson ·•:f::t11 ibs old 

SUS lblif 

PBED 

(ON.· l!EARING ESTHER'S NAME) 

Thank you. We accept~ we accept ••• 

{LAMONT REACTION) 

COT TO: 

STAGE 

(THE M.C. IS GE~ING THE SLD' OP PAPER 
FROM THE JTJDG~) 

• -, M •. c.. __ _ 
s.__'\....,y-(--.l --->1\.4i.~ i ._,' /4~t-;U..,.. °t--'<.C 1..' 1'-· L·'--:.-'2~•.,_~'-"-• f~::_ ._; ~.:.:... ' 
And the rlnner ot the Mrs. Watts Business · 

Wife of 1975 is ••• 

MUSIC: FANFARE 

Mrs. Lucille Brown! t .J 

(FRED JUMPS UP) 

F.BED 

(WILD CHEERS) 

·: .---,. ·­"""J.. -!..'-'.-~;... '-. ·v'•/ .. I 

) .;, .:.' 

MOS IC: HAPPY DAYS ARE HERE AGAIN 

(MUSIC CONTINUES THROUGHOUT POLLOWING .. 
ESTHER LOOKS DISAPPOINTED, BUT APPLAUDS. 
ALL THE OTHER LADIES RUSH UP AND EMBRACE. 
MRS. 'BROWN. THE M. C... GIVES HER A BOUQUET 
OF FLOWERS AND STARTS PUTTING A RIBBON 
ACROSS HER CHEST. FLASHBULBS ARE FLASH­
ING. DURING THE ABOVE, FlmD GETS UP AND 
STARTS SCREAMING) 
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FRED ('l'O JUDGES) 

You dummies. What do you know. about 

beauty??? 

(AS HE PASSES THEIR TABLE ON '1'HE WAY 
TO THE S'l'AGE, HE GETS THE COJUmR 01' 
1rBE TABLECLOTH CAUGHT IN HIS SLEEVE. 
BE PULLS THE TABLECLOTH AND THE 'l'ABLE 
WITH HIM. AND CONTINUES UP TO THE 
STAGE, WITH THE TABLE IN 1.t'OW) 

( FRED RUNS UP ON THE STAGE. AS THE M. C • 
IS PINNING THE RIBBON 'l'O LUCn.LE BROWN'S 
CREST, FRED PUSHES THE M.C. OUT OF THE 
WAY, POLLS THE RIBBON OFF LUCILLE, AND 
WRAPS I'l' AROUND A PROTESTING ESTHER. 
1:iE GRABS THE FLOWERS AND GIVES THEM TO 
ESTHER. A MELEE. THE M. C. STRUGGLES 
wn'H FRED. LUCn.LE· GRABS THE RIBBON 
AND PLOWERS FROM ESTHER, AND .PRED . 
THREATENS LUCILLE. DURING ALL OF 1l'HIS, 
THE MUSIC IS STILL PLAYING) . 

(WE CUT TO: LAMONT LOOKING MORTIFIED) 

PRED (DURING ABOVE) 

(OVER MUSIC AND MELEE) 

Esther 1s the winner. Didn't you hear 

her sing~g that song? Gimme those 

flowers .••• J: worked my butt off all week ••• 

(SINGS) 

(AS P.RED CONTINUES·, WE:) 

.DISSOLVE TO: 

INT. SANFORD "LIVING ROOM·- LATER THAT EVENiliG 

(PRON'!' DOOR OPENS. . FRED AND LAMONT 
ENTER. FHED IS DISSHEVELLED) 

·LAMONT 

I've never been so embarrassed :1n my ·11re. 

You made a tool ·or yourself 9 .Pop.. i 

(STOP TAPE) 



FRED 

Pop, I admit Aunt Esther's chances of 

winning looked good. And 1t she was.n 't 

my aunt I would have voted for ber. She 

probably would have won. 

PBED - · . " ·' -,/. • ·(' i I'-<.. liL-f."~ -..-_.._._ '- .. J"l.'---L' 1· 
r£it-~ · ··-· I I -

You mean you we•e,-d• to vote tor her, but 

you didn't? 

LAMONT 

I couldn't, Pop. I asked myself, .Am I 

voting for her because she deserves to 

win, or be cause she's ·1111 aunt. And I 

wasn't sure of the answer. So I 

disqualified myself. I'm sorry_, Pop. 

1'RED (A BEAT) 

You don't have to be sorry, son. You 

dj,d the honor.able thing. 

LAMONT-

I 'm glad you :!'ee1 that way, :P'°p • 

And anyway, that -f1 ve hundred dollars I · 

was going to get :from Woody. • .• I don't 

·--- :· -~✓\J" ,.,:.. 

· need it. .I mean, ·with the cost .o-r 11v1ng· 

going down and all ••• 
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LAM01'lT 

What are you talking about? ~be cost 

or 11 ving 1-s going BE.. 

PRED 

Not around here. Ac 200:1 a I kill yea. 

Come here• you big dummy ••• 

FADE OUT. 

END OF ACT TWO 
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'l'AO -
FADE IN: ~· --- ., . 

.?"1:-c:t~ ..s -!4'-"??~ 

INT. LIVING ROOM-~ 

(FRED IS READING THE NEWSPAPER) 

FRED (CALLS) 

,_; 

. .Z.:-.11·-7~l---,:"'-P,r • 
. :, 

Lamont I come in here a minute. I want 

your opinion on something. 

(LAMONT ENTERS FROM KITCHEN) 

LAMONT 

What 1s it, Pop? 

FRED 

I'm reading this article here about 

beauty contest&. !ou know~ the people 

who run t.hose things make a fortune. 

They sell the TV rights, they endorse 

cosmetics ••• 

LAMONT 

·Yeah 1 ·I know all. that. .-What do you 

want my opinion about? 

··FHED 

Well~ I was thinking maybe we could;get 

1n on some or that money. What U we 

·orgmuze our own beauty contest.•·• ~The ·M1ss , 

Junk Pageant. 

LAMONT 

Pop 1 'but I think there are -enough 'beauty 

contests already.· 
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1'RED 

Yeah. but this one would be different. 

You aee, I'cr be the only judge, and 

there would onJ.y be one category .••• 

"Gratitude". 

LAMONT 

Gratitude? 

PRED 

Yeah... instead -or thanking tbe .1 udges 

atter they win• the girls would -thank me 
41-,~ . 

before they win. And the ~ who's the 
~--~'""..._..-..... . 

most thankful... ct ',,- winl.11 · And 

W.i !blii • I I 1-

(LAMONT LAUGHS) .. 

FADE OUT. 

END OF SHOW 
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