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DANI EL LUCAS HOLDEN is waiting in a HOLDI NG CELL at the
GECRG A DI AGNCSTI C STATE PRI SON i n Jackson, Ceorgia. At 18
years ol d, Daniel was sentenced to die. He has spent over
19 years on Death Row. That's 233 nonths, 1012 weeks, 7084
days of waiting. Witing to die. Witing tolive. O
waiting for a mracle. Today his waiting will end.

Daniel is now 37 years old, lean with a pleasing but pale
face, and faint, dark shadows under his eyes. Through the
Pl exi gl as wi ndow, Dani el observes a new | NVATE stri ppi ng
down to be searched. As the Inmate is ordered to bend over,
Dani el | ooks away. He closes his eyes and begins neditating
or remenbering or dream ng.

QUT TQO
A BLACK- TOP ROAD RUSHI NG BY
EXT. TWD LANE RQCAD -- MORNI NG

An | MPALA speeds down a rural road, past rows of corn and
soy beans. Cows and rotting barns.

Behind the Inpala is a TOYOTA LAND CRU SER fol l owed by a
HONDA CVIC. A caravan of sorts. Running late and in a
hurry.

I NT. 1 MPALA -- CONTI NUQUS

Dani el's MOTHER, JANET TEBOW 58, reserved and attractive,
is on her cell phone. TED TEBOWN SR, Janet's husband of 15
years and Dani el's STEP-FATHER drives. They are tense.

JANET
(on phone)
| don't know why you woul dn't ride
wth us.

| NT. HONDA CIVI C -- CONTI NUOUS
AVANTHA HOLDEN, Daniel's 32 year old SISTER rides al one.
AVANTHA
(on phone)
Sonet hi ng seened karm cally w ong
about that, Mot her.

Amant ha has been angry for oh... about 19 years.

JANET
Vell, we're late. Karma or not. So
have your ID ready and take off your

jewel ry.

ANVANTHA _ .
|'ve been there a |ot 'tfofd 't Ran Y@ educational purposes only
lately, Mother. | know the drill.



Janet lets that go. Her call waiting beeps.

JANET
Honey, it's Ted Junior calling in.

AVANTHA
What ? Does he want to stop at 7-11
for a D ng Dong?
Janet ignores that too.

JANET
"Il see you there, Amantha.

Janet clicks over to Ted JR
| NT. LAND CRU SER -- CONTI NUCQUS

TED TEBON JR, 29, Janet's STEP-SON and Dani el 's STEP- BROTHER,
drives while Ted JR s 24 year old wife, TAWEY, rides.

TED JR
Hey Mom Tell Dad he'd better pick
it up. It would really suck if we
were |late for this thing.
JANET
| know. | know.
(to Ted SR

Ted, Teddy said pick it up
Ted SR doesn't say anything. Just picks it up.

JANET (CONT' D)
(to Ted JR
Teddy?

TED JR
Yeah, Mon?

JANET
Coul d you call ne Janet?

TED JR
What ?

JANET
Just until Daniel gets used to al
t he changes and everyt hi ng.

| NT. LAND CRUI SER -- GONTI NUQUS

TED JR
Sure... Janet.
JANET TV Calling - For educational purposes only
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Ted JR puts his phone away, |ooks at his wfe.

TED JR
W' ve got to call her Janet.

TAWNEY
God, | can't inmagi ne what she's going
t hrough right now.

TED JR

Don't assune it's all good.
TAVWNEY

What do you nean?
TED JR

Mayor Johnny still believes Dani el

was inonit. A lot of people do.

TAVWAEY
You don't believe that, do you?
That he coul d have done sonet hi ng
that horrible to her?

TED JR
Well, | sure did. | nean, he was
convicted. Wat would a rational
person think all these years? Now?

Hell, | don't know. 1've never even
nmet the guy.

TAVWNEY
Wiich | still don't understand.

TED JR

Cone on, Tawney. Wat was | supposed
to do? CGo down to death row and

introduce nyself. "H, I'myour new
step-brother, Ted, and I'I| be taking
over the business you thought woul d
be yours one day." Wiy torture the
guy?

Tawney t hi nks about that.

TED JR (CONT' D)
| hate to say this but we all thought
he' d be dead by now anyway.

| NT. HOLDI NG AREA -- CONTI NUQUS

Daniel's trance is broken by the sound of a door opening. A
YOUNG AFRI CAN- AVERI CAN GUARD enters holding a suit, shirt,
tie, shoes, belt, the works.

YOUNG GLM@&SCHIIing - For educational purposes only
These are for you, Daniel.



Dani el stands up. Stares at the suit. After a nonent:

YOUNG GUARD ( CONT' D)
' m supposed to take your prison
cl ot hes.

Wth that, Daniel begins stripping. Wthout any self-
consci ousness. The Young Guard turns his back to Daniel to
gi ve him privacy.

Dani el conti nues undressing and then stops and | ooks at the
Young CGuard. It's the first tine any guard has turned his
back on Daniel in 19 years. It is surreal to him

YOUNG GUARD ( CONT' D)
(Wi th back to Daniel)
Wul d you |ike sonething to drink?

DANI EL
What ?
YOUNG GUARD
When | cone back, | could bring you

sonet hing to drink.

Dani el thinks about it.

DANI EL
A coke.
YOUNG GUARD
| ce?
Pause.
DANI EL
Sur e.

Al'l sounds stop. The Young Guard cocks his head and then
turns around.

Dani el stands there naked with his prison clothes held out
for the Guard. The Young CGuard takes them and hands Dani el
the new clothes then exits. Daniel stares at the new cl ot hes
i ke they are a mrage.

EXT. PRI SON -- CONTI NUQUS

Just outside the prison walls, the circus of the PRESS CORP
is setting up. TALKI NG HEADS powdering their faces and
warm ng up their nouths. TECHNI Cl ANS pl ugging in.

Daniel's Lawer, JON STERN, early thirties, who works for
the non-profit, JUSTICE ROWN is talking to a PRI SON CFFI Cl AL.
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JON STERN
(to Prison Oficial)
First, I'll introduce Daniel and his

fam|y--
(Jon's phone rings)
Excuse ne, for a noment.
(answering phone)
Wiere are you?

| NT. HONDA C VI C -- CONTI NUQUS

AVANTHA
(on phone to Jon)
G oser by the day.

Jon and Amant ha know each other very well fromyears of
wor ki ng together on Daniel's case.

JON STERN
If you don't get here soon, | may
have to recruit sone people in the
cromd to play the famly.

AVANTHA
At | east pick ones who are glad he's
still alive.

JON STERN
Good i dea.

AVANTHA
Have you seen hin?

JON STERN
No. Not yet.

AVANTHA
But he got the suit?

JON STERN
Yes.

AVANTHA

| hope | don't fall apart.

JON STERN
It's K if you do.

AVANTHA
It just doesn't seemreal

JON STERN
| know. To get released from death
rowis areal mracle, Amrantha.

TV Calling - For educational purposes only



AVANTHA
|'msure | should be grateful but it
just makes ne nmadder that he was
there all this tinme. For what?

A Town Car pul I's up.

JON STERN
Ch ny Cod.

ANVANTHA
What ?

SENATCR ROLAND FOULKES gets out of the car. The Media rush
over to him

JON STERN
Rol and Foul kes just showed up.

AVANTHA
You' re kidding ne? Wy?

JON STERN
Wll, he didn't get to be Senator by
not | ooking out for his own interests.

AVANTHA
No, he got to be Senator by
prosecuting ny brother for a mnurder
he didn't commt.

JON STERN
(in disbelief)
He's going to nake a statenent.

ANVANTHA
That son of a bitch

JON STERN
Ri ght here. Ww.

Jon Stern thought he'd seen it all.

| NT. DEATH ROW - FLASHBACK

G ose on VENDALL JELKS, a white man, masturbating. Wendall
was Daniel's Death Row Nei ghbor for nine years, five nonths
and thirteen days.

VEENDAL L
Ahhhhhhh.  Ahhhhhh.  Ahhhhhh!

Pl easure is etched on Wendall's face. And then afterwards:

VENDALL ( '

Hey Danny boy. Top of 't P%.Bgm rlliﬁr educational purposes only
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No answer.

VENDALL ( CONT' D)
| know you' re awake, Danny. You're
al ways awake.

Daniel lies on his steel bed. Eyes open. The two nmen are
in cells side by side. They can't see each other.

VENDALL ( CONT' D)
Thi nk you'd get tired of whacking
off to the sane nenories year after
year. Ain't happened yet.

Wendal I cl eans hinsel f up.

VENDALL ( CONT' D)
X, soif you didn't rape the girl,
slit her throat, and use her as fire
wood--and damm if | ain't beginning
to have ny reasonabl e doubts, Dan.
So what do you jack off to? Menories
of ice crean? The pron®

Wendal | cracks hinself up. After it dissipates, he says
seriously. Intimately.

VENDALL ( CONT' D)
O maybe you just jack off to ne
jacking off. Maybe that's all you
got .
CUT TO
| NT. HCOLDI NG AREA -- PRESENT DAY

Dani el stands there placidly, wearing the new suit and si pping
the coke. The Young Guard enters.

YOUNG GUARD
They say it's pretty crazy out there.

Daniel tries to inmagine "out there".

YOUNG GUARD ( CONT' D)
Where's your tie?

DANI EL
uh... couldn't renmenber
YOUNG GUARD
Renenber ?
DANI EL

ll;kr)]\évt t Oi ) t hit InE A () Lta"T?’/_ %I}%Bgforl:or educational purposes only



Daniel tries to recall his |l essons from chil dhood.

YOUNG GUARD
| could tie it for you.

Dani el | ooks up at him

YOUNG GUARD (CONT' D)
| don't knowif it's a Wndsor knot
but it's the kind I do on ne. You
know, for church

Dani el thinks about that.

YOUNG GUARD (CONT' D)
Tieit on ne then we transfer to
you.

DANI EL
XK

Daniel pulls out the tie fromhis pocket.
EXT. PRI SON -- CONTI NUQUS
Senat or Rol and Foul kes speaks to the nedia.

SENATCOR ROLAND FOULKES
Qut of respect for the famly of
Hanna Abbigail Dean, | felt it was
ny obligation to nmake a statenent
here and to nmake it today. Al nost
two decades ago, | prosecuted a case
where M ss Dean was brutally raped
and murdered. New DNA testing is
not gonna change those facts nor
bring her back. W nust renenber
t hat Hanna was only sixteen, a child
with her whole Iife in front of her.
And that |ife was taken in the nost
hei nous manner | have personally

ever seen.
Jon's still on the phone wth Amant ha.
JON STERN
(on phone)
The court of public opinionis in
sessi on.
AVANTHA
(on phone)
Couldn't he just let us have this
one day?

JON S;TEF&QTV Calling - For educational
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| NT. HOLDI NG AREA -- CONTI NUQUS

The Young Quard and Daniel stand face to face. Daniel |owers
his head as the Young GQuard puts the tie on him

YOUNG GUARD
| don't know who picked out your tie
but they got style.

The Guard smles. The smallest of gestures but it's al nost
too nuch. Daniel has to | ook away as the Guard conpl etes
t he act.

| NT. GUARD ROOM -- CONTI NUQUS

A GROUP of QUARDS are focused on the television which is
showi ng the Press Conference |ive.

REPORTER (V. Q)
Senat or Foul kes, sources are saying

that M. Holden is still considered
a suspect in spite of the new DNA
evi dence?

SENATCOR ROLAND FOULKES
(on TV)

| can't nmake an official comrent on
the case as that is the purview of
our current DA But to clear up
any msinformation, it's inportant
to remenber the DNA tests only
concl ude that there was not a single
perpetrator as was first believed.
That is, there is nore than one sperm
sanpl e and those tests couldn't
exclude Hol den as a contributor.

The Young CGuard escorts Daniel out of the holding cell and
t hrough the Guard Room Daniel stops at the TV and | ooks.

SENATOR ROLAND FOULKES ( CONT' D)
(on TV)
O course, there is still the other
solid evidence |inking Holden to the
victim Hair, fibers. Eye w tnesses
to opportunity and so forth. Even
now as an outsi de observer, | would
be shocked if Hol den doesn't continue
to be a person of extrene interest.

The @Quards all | ook to Dani el who watches Senator Foul kes.

DANI EL
He' s aged.

As Daniel starts to | eave:

TV Calling - For educational purposes only



Dani el

LARGE GUARD
Hey, Hol den.

stops and | ooks at the Large CGuard.

LARGE GUARD (CONT' D)
You ain't fooling nme for a mnute.

After a nonent:

DANI EL
No. |1'mnot fooling you.

The Young CGuard takes Daniel through the door.

EXT. PRI SON -- LATER

10.

BELI EVERS of Daniel's innocence and BELI EVERS that he is a

killer

let their voices be heard.

Jon Stern is leading Daniel's Famly through the throng and

toward the prison entrance.

AVANTHA
Qut si de observer, ny ass.

JON STERN
The Senator is just being snmart.

Amant ha i s i ncensed.

Had he said that in your honetown, a

change of venue woul d have been
difficult to oppose. Now he m ght
get to have his cake and eat it too.

ANMANTHA
And he sure does a fuck of a | ot of
unof ficial commrenting.

JON STERN
Layi ng the groundwork to re-indict
Dani el before he's even rel eased.
Pl us now our press conference wll
be tainted.

She sees the Senator speaking to a REPORTER

AVANTHA
Wiy don't | just wal k over there and
kill himright now? They can take
me straight to Death Row. Skip the
m ddl e nman.

He takes her arm

JON STERN
Amant ha, remenber everything we do
i s being watched and f&dﬁﬁd?”g' For

educati ona
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11.

AVANTHA
Can | at least flip himthe bird?

JON STERN
No.

A PRISON OFFICI AL neets themat the Visitors' Gate and lets
theminside the prison conpound.

I NT. PRI SON HALLWAY -- MOMENTS LATER

It's nuch quieter in here. The Prison Oficial |eads Janet,
Amant ha, Jon Stern, Ted Sr, Ted Jr, and Tawney toward a door.

JON STERN
Everyone can say their hellos to
Dani el --briefly-- and then we have
to go straight to the press
conf er ence.

AVANTHA
Hel | os and introductions, you nean.
| don't know why these two are even
here.

Meani ng Ted JR and Tawney.

JON STERN
More famly | ooks better. Renenber
just because he's getting out doesn't
nmean this thing is over yet. Al ready
events today would indicate we're
far fromit.

Amantha turns to Ted JR

AVANTHA
Just try and | ook |ike you give two
shits.

JANET

Amant ha, pl ease.

Ted JR shakes his head. Amantha has never liked him From
day one.

Buttons are pushed and the steel door opens. They walk
t hrough the threshold and there he is.

| NT. PUBLIC ROOM -- CONTI NUQUS

Dani el stands there in his new suit and hol ding his Coke.
No glass partition. No door. Nothing between thembut air.
They all stop. Speechl ess.

And then Amantha rushes to DanielY &Ad 'Ki%se@ hEHiHilgOBH tHeroses only
cheek. And then the other cheek.



12.

Her eyes are brimmng with tears. Her face stuck in a big
grin.

AVANTHA
That suit fits you perfect. Hot
dam. | nean perfect. And you are
perfect, brother. You are so Goddam

perfect.

She hugs himhard one |last tinme and stands back to | et her
Mot her cone forward.

Janet cones to her son. She is conposed. Dignified. She
| ooks her son up and down. She takes his hands. Looks at
them She hasn't touched himor been this close to himin
years and years.

JANET
Hel | o, Dani el .

He smles slightly and says kindly:

DANI EL
Hel | o, Mana.

She I ooks into his eyes. Eyes just like hers. And his slight
smle. Like hers. And his reserve. Just |ike hers. And

t hen suddenly from deep down in a hidden store of sorrow and
grief comes gushing forth other worldly sounds that evol ve
into wails and sobs.

JANET
Chhhhhh.  Cnhhhhhh.  Chhhhhh.  God.
CGod. God. GCoooddddddd!!!! Ch!

Ch!  Ghhhhhhhhhhhhhhh!

Janet's husband rushes to hold her up as her body heaves and
retracts. Amantha holds her too, softening her own years of
resentnment toward her nother as Janet's sobs and wails
continue to grow i n power.

Ted JR is dunbstruck at the sight. He has never seen Janet

| ose control, even a little bit. Tawney is so enbarrassed
that she | ooks at the floor. But Jon Stern has seen this
before. O sonething like this. Wth other famlies. He
particularly watches a detached Daniel as he calmy pats his
Mot her's trenbling hands while she weeps and weeps.

FADE QUT:
EXT. PRI SON -- LATER
Jon Stern stands at a podiumset up for the press conference.

Dani el stands beside him The famly is behind then1 Janet

is in shock fromher enotional outhburst earlier
slight, pasted smile on her face. gﬁﬂdﬁpha ﬁﬁlﬁguﬁﬁfoﬂ n@“rmmes onl'y
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Dani el | ooks behi nd himand sees Ted JR who sniles
unconfortably.

TED JR
Pretty weird, huh?
DANI EL
| woul d say so.
TED JR
Hey | ook. Sorry | never cane for a
visit. It's just... you know.
DANI EL

| think | do know, Ted.

Ted JR feels strangely reveal ed. Daniel turns back around
to the front as Jon Stern addresses the crowd.

JON STERN
W are not here to play politics
today or to comment on the vul gar
theatrics earlier that I amstil
absol utely agog over. W are here
t oday because the State presented
evi dence nearly two decades ago and
based on that evidence, Daniel Hol den
was convicted of nurder and sentenced
to death. W are here today because
of the perverse mracle that Daniel
is still alive and because of the
outright fluke that crucial DNA
evi dence was not thrown away or | ost
or destroyed.

During Jon Stern's speech, Daniel notices an OVERWEI GHT MAN
in his thirties staring at him Daniel seens to recognize
him The overwei ght man turns and wal ks away.

JON STERN ( CONT' D)
W are here because after years of
fighting for the right to sinply
test the DNA to establish if it was
Daniel's spermor not, we finally
succeeded. W are here because that
testing concl usively disputes that
there was a sole perpetrator or that
the sol e perpetrator was Dani el Hol den
as the State had clained. And
finally, we are here because justice
is, at least, tenporarily being served
and Daniel Holden is going to be a
free man for the first tinme in nearly
twenty years.

The majority of the crowd appl auds @ THEr e e bt ' BoYs, PUr Poses only
t 00.
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Dani el | ooks up at the open sky, its ceiling so high. Jon
Stern gently touches himon the shoul der.

JON STERN ( CONT' D)
Dani el ?

How | ong has Jon Stern been calling hin? Daniel |ooks at
the m crophone. He steps forward. He speaks quietly and
hunbl y.

DANI EL
Hello. Um.. I'"'mnot sure what to
think of this... drastic change of
course inny life. I'mcertainly
not against it. Over the last two
decades, | have devel oped a strict
routine that 1've followed
religiously, you mght say. A series
of mental and physical um.. habits
or exercises that um.. well... A
way of living and thinking really,
or not thinking as was often the
point of the... well, the point.

So many faces staring at him He |ooks at the ground.

DANI EL ( QONT' D)
Un.. this way of being didn't
encourage the contenplation that a
day |ike today could ever occur or a
tonmorrow | i ke tomorrow will, in fact,
be for nme now | had convinced nyself
over tine that kind of optimsm or
what | regarded as fantasy really,
served no useful purpose in the world
where | existed. GObviously, that
radi cal belief systemwas flawed,
and was, ironically, a kind of fantasy

itself... though it may have been
best to experience things that way
at the tinme. | don't know now. |

just don't know.
Dani el thinks about that for a nonent and then:

DANI EL ( GQONT' D)
At the least, | feel somewhat
confident those um.. specific coping
skills were nore suited for the life
t here behi nd ne.

Dani el | ooks behind himat the prison walls. So odd to be
on the outside looking in. He turns back to all the people
in front of him

TV Calling - For educational purposes only
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DANI EL ( GONT' D)
And woul d not serve nme so well for
the life in front of ne. So | wll
need to seriously reconsider ny world
Vi ew.

Dani el starts snickering at the obviousness of his |ast
statement. Al nost |ike an adol escent. He catches hinself
and quits. He then falls into a blank stare. Jon Stern
whi spers into Daniel's ear.

DANI EL ( GONT' D)

(to Jon)
Yes. Thank-you.

(to audi ence)
There are many people to thank. M
not her and sister forenost for their
enduring | ove, devotion, and faith.
Al of ny famly and friends that...
| have. M lawyer, M. Stern here
for his convictions and doggedness.
Sci ence obviously. And not the |east,
| uck.

He | ooks to Jon Stern.

DANI EL ( CONT' D)
That's all | have to say.

Jon Stern steps forward.

JON STERN
K. A few questions.

DIl SSOLVE TO
EXT. PRI'S -- DAY
SHOT OF the Inpala, Gvic and the Land Cruiser driving out
of the Prison grounds. FLUVE by Bon Iver quietly plays
under neat h as:
| NT. HONDA CI VI C -- CONTI NUOQUS
Amant ha drives Daniel home. He watches things rush by him
There is so nuch to take in. Too nuch. Daniel turns away
fromthe w ndow and stares at the floor board.

AVANTHA
Are you getting car sick, Danny?

He | ooks at her. H's sister. Driving himhone. The |ast
time he was in a car with her, she was twel ve.

Danny?

HA ( 5 gglF?ng - For educational purposes only
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DANI EL
No. I'mjust sleepy. | don't know
why.

AVANTHA
You can sleep. Wy not? |'Il drive

wi th both hands.
She made a joke. He smles at her.

DANI EL
K

He turns back toward the window trying to watch all that's
passi ng by but his eyes grow too heavy.

AERI AL SHOT CF:

W track the tiny Gvic through the countryside as Dani el
sl eeps and Amant ha dri ves.

DI SSOLVE TQO
| NT. TEBOW KI TCHEN -- LATE AFTERNOON

Janet and Amantha are preparing supper. Amantha is gentle
toward her nother now. Janet, though still shaky, has
regai ned nost of her usual reserve.

JANET
He sl ept the whole way?

AVANTHA
Like a rock. Al the way into the
gar age.

JANET
So he didn't see the town? Anything?

AVANTHA
Not even the new Target.

Janet thinks about Daniel's behavior. Wat it neans. O
mght nmean. |It's too nuch for her right now

JANET
Hand ne the peas, dear.

Amant ha does. She watches her nother washing the peas.

AVANTHA
Mont?

JANET
D d you check the roag&?

Calling - For educational purposes only
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AVANTHA
| did.

Janet puts the peas in the pot.

AVANTHA ( CONT' D)
Mom

Janet knows that tone. She ignores her daughter.

AVANTHA ( CONT' D)
What happened to you today was OK
You know?

Janet doesn't answer. Just puts the pot on the stove.

AVANTHA ( CONT' D)
It was a long tinme comng, Mom

Janet doesn't want to discuss it. O think about it. She
checks the heat |evel.

AVANTHA ( CONT' D)
For God's sake, it was normal, Mom

Janet turns to her daughter.

JANET
How is any of this normal ? How?
You tell me that.

Her intensity surprises Amant ha.

JANET (CONT' D)
Not hi ng about this has ever been
normal, Amantha. [It's not nornal
now, and it never wll be. Never.
And I'd just |like to not tal k about
it for alittle while. | would like
to sinply nmake supper.

Pause.

ANMANTHA
Sure, Mm

Janet goes to the refrigerator and pulls out the corn.

TED SR (O S.)
Hel | 0? Anybody in here?

We hear the front door closing. Footsteps.

JANET
(calling out)

Just us chi ckens TV Calling - For educational purposes only
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Ted SR wal ks into the kitchen. He's followed by his and

Janet's only child together: JARED TEBOW 14 years old with
a definite resenblance to his hal f-brother, Daniel

JANET (CONT' D)
There's ny buddy.

Jared goes to his nother. She kisses himand gives hima
big hug. He is her light.

AVANTHA
Don't | get one?

Jared nock-dutifully wal ks over to his half-sister. She
ki sses himand holds himtight.

TED SR
Don't | get one?

JANET
Go ki ss your Dad.

JARED
That's not what he neans, Mm

Janet knew t hat.

JANET
Oh.

She ki sses her husband.

JANET (CONT' D)
There's one for you, too.

TED SR
Take what | can get.

Ted SR | ooks over to Anantha and then back to Janet. He
senses the tension between them

JARED
Wiere is he? He's in the house,
right?
Jared's a little nervous about neeting his brother.

AVANTHA
He is taking a hot bath, Jared.

JARED
Ch. That's cool.

| NT. BATHROOM - - CONTI NUOUS

Daniel lies in the bath tub. Wthi'd Wi g TBetIH!t Grils PepPoses only
t he wat er.
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Daniel fiddles with it to get the water just right. The water
gushes out of the spigot. Daniel closes his eyes.

WA MPERI NG | NVATE (Q S.)
LET ME QUT OF HERE! | CAN T TAKE IT
ANYMORE!

| NT. DEATH ROW - FLASHBACK

Daniel lies on his steel bed. Eyes open. Mdtionless. It's
the mddl e of the night.

WA MPERI NG | NVATE (Q S.)
OR KILL ME! JUST KILL ME!

It's not the first time this has played out.

TOUGHER | NVATE (O S.)
"1l kill you, you little punk. If
you don't shut the fuck up!

The I nmate starts whi npering.

WH MPERI NG | NMATE (Q S.)
Ch Please! | can't take it anynore!

Anot her | NVATE exactly m m cs the WH MPERI NG one.

MM CKING | NNATE (Q S.)
(exactly m m cki ng)
Ch Please! | can't take it anynore!

TOQUGHER | NVATE (Q S.)
(to m m cking innmate)
You better shut up, too, you punk!

M M CKI NG | NVATE (Q. S.)
(exactly m m cking)
You better shut up, too, you punk!

G her inmates join in the scream ng and yelling and bangi ng.

WENDAL L
Hey Danny, boy. Have you gone nad
yet?

Dani el doesn't answer.

VENDALL ( CONT' D)
| can take the perverts and the kooks.
It's the gorillas that try ny
pati ence!

TOUGHER | NMATE (Q. S.)
(to Wendal l) _
Shut up Wendal |, you JNiPﬂ'hﬂgdeFPhgeducm”‘ma' purposes only

chono punk!
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WENDAL L
(cal I'i ng back)
Ch great, a fucking ethicist on death

I OW.
TOUGHER | NVATE (O S.)
(to Wendal |)
"Il kill you too, pervert!
VENDAL L

You're giving ne doubts about
creationism ape.

WH MPERI NG | NVATE (O. S.)
Pl ease kill meeeeeee! Pl eassse!

VAENDAL L
K. That's it. Bananas for everyone!

They are all in an UPROAR A frenzy. Banging and scream ng.
Wendal | ' s | aughter joins the CACOPHONY as underneath we hear:

TED SR (QO.S.)
Dear Heavenly Father. W thank you
for this nost wonderful day.

| NT. TEBOW DI NI NG ROOM - - EVEN NG

Janet, Amantha, Daniel and Jared sit at the dining table as
Ted SR prays. Everyone has their eyes closed but Daniel who
is staring wide eyed at his younger brother. It's |ike Daniel
is seeing hinself before the fall.

TED SR
W thank you for this mracle that
you have bestowed upon us.

Jared opens his eyes and finds Daniel fixed upon him It
unnerves Jared and the 14 year old al nost | aughs. He holds
it in. Barely. Daniel just watches Jared with a benign
fascination. Unaware of his unnerving affect.

TED SR ( CONT' D)
W ask that you give us strength and
gui dance as we begin the healing and
the rebuilding of this famly.

Jared doesn't understand Daniel's stare. It scares him
Finally he closes his eyes and bows his head again, stil
feeling the hot, hungry gape. Daniel is utterly beguil ed.

TED SR (CONT' D)
W ask for wi sdomas we go forward
into the uncertainty of the days
ahead. TV Calling - For educational purposes only

CLOSE ON: Janet watching her ol dest son watchi ng her youngest.
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TED SR (CONT' D)
W ask you to bless this food to the
nouri shnment of our body. And forgive
us of our sins. In Jesus nane we
pray. A-nen.

AVANTHA
(raising head)
Very nice, Ted.
Dani el | ooks over at Ted. Al nost m m cking Amant ha.

DANI EL
Very nice, Ted.

Dani el said that too |oud. Everyone noti ces.

TED SR
Thank you, Daniel.

Daniel tries it again. Quieter. A nost to hinself.

DANI EL
Very nice, Ted.

There is an awkward pause.

JANET
Vell. ..

TED SR
Everybody dig in.

Everybody starts helping their plate but Daniel who is
nmesneri zed by the food, the famlial chatter, the delicate
sound a silver serving spoon nmakes on china.

TED SR ( CONT' D)
This sure | ooks good. Wat do ya
t hi nk, buddy?

JARED
Looks tasty, Mm

JANET
Thank-you, Jared.

JARED
You' re wel cone, Mom

For Daniel, the famly gathering is a nearly intol erable
contrast to the seven thousand solitary plastic dinners.

AVANTHA
Can | hel p your pIateTVQggq¥gg

Dani el |ooks at his sister a little too |ong.

- For educational purposes only



22.

DANI EL
Sur e.

As Amant ha hel ps his plate, Daniel sits there |Iike an
astronaut waiting for blastoff.

I NT. TED JR 'S BEDROOM -- CONTI NUQUS

Ted JR and Tawney are in their king sized bed eating delivery
pi zza whil e watching the news on the big screen TV.

TV REPCRTER (Q S.)
Five times during his incarceration,
M. Hol den had been scheduled to die
but each tine his execution was stayed
t hr ough appeal .

Ted JR pops open a beer.

TED JR
| didn't renmenber it being five.
Damm, that'l| tighten your sphincter.

Hand ne anot her slice, baby.
Tawney hands hima slice of pizza.
EXT. PRISON -- N GHT

A TV Reporter stands outside the prison. Intercut wth Ted
JR and Tawney.

TV REPORTER
Hol den seened unnerved by all the
attention, sonetinmes losing his train
of thought, other times l|aughing, in
what has been characterized, as
i nappropriate to the situation.

TED JR
(agreei ng)
It was weird.

CQut to a clip of Daniel answering questions. The famly is
seen behi nd Dani el .

TED JR (CONT' D)
There you are. See?

Tawney nods.
TED JR (CONT' D)
CGCod. Mm-I nean, Janet freaked
out, didn't she?

TAVWNEY : .
Sssh TV Calling - For educational purposes only
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Ted JR | ooks at Tawney. She stays focused on the TV.

TV REPCORTER
(on
Dani el , you don't appear to be very
happy at bei ng rel eased.

DANI EL
(on TV)
Uh... there is a lot to process right
now. | wll probably be happier
| ater.

TV REPORTER
(on TV)
But aren't you even angry that the
state took so nmuch of your life from
you?

DANI EL
(on TV)
Vell. ..

TV REPORTER
If you didn't commt this crine,
t hen how can you not be enraged at
the injustice of your incarceration?

DANI EL
(on TV)

Un.. I'mnot sure. Perhaps | wll
be angrier later as | wll be happier.

He nmeant that sincerely but some in the crowd | augh. Dani el
| ooks curiously at them

DANI EL ( CONT' D)
(on TV)

| hope not at the sane tine though.
More | aughter.

TED JR
| hate to say this but it was al nost
i ke he was playing for |aughs

soneti nes.

TAVWNEY
| don't think so. He just sees things
differently.

TED JR

Seriously, did you understand hal f
of what he said in that speech today?

TAVNEY TV Calling - For educational purposes only
Alot of it.
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TED JR
Yeah right.

TAWNEY
| did.

TED JR

Let's watch sonething else. This is
giving ne the creeps.

Ted JR changes the channel. Tawney | ooks at Ted JR

TED JR (CONT' D)
Just nessing with you.

He changes back.
I NT. NURSI NG HOVE -- CONTI NUQUS

A sick, ancient WHITE MAN with tubes in his nose watches the
sane channel. M IKky blue eyes w de open.

TV REPCRTER (Q S.)
The nurder that tore a town apart

nearly twenty years ago will likely
do so again as this case is far from
over.

The A d Man wheezes with every breath.
TV REPORTER (O . S.) (CONT' D
There's even talk that little Hanna
may be exhuned from her resting pl ace.
The A d Man | ooks haunt ed.
| NT. TEBOW FAM LY ROCOM -- CONTI NUOUS
CLCSE ON: Dani el .

He is watching the first LORD OF THE RINGS. He | ooks
bonbarded. Ted SR and Jared watch with him

| NT. TEBOW KI TCHEN - - CONTI NUOUS

Amant ha and Janet are cleaning up the kitchen. Amantha peeks
into the Fam |y Room at Daniel.

AVANTHA
(quietly)
| hope that's not too over stinulating
for him
JANET

M ght be a good di strq(\:/té:ﬁ i
Amant ha' s phone ri ngs.

n. .
[1ng - For educational purposes only
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AVANTHA
Mama, | got to get this.
JANET
K
AVANTHA
(wal ki ng away)
Hel | 0?

Amant ha takes her purse with her and heads out of the house.
Dani el turns and watches her | eave.

EXT. TEBOWHOUSE -- N GHT

AVANTHA
(on phone)
No, | haven't seen anything tonight
but snatches of LORD OF THE RI NGS.

Amant ha funbles in her purse for a cigarette.
| NT. EXTENDED STAY MOTEL -- CONTI NUQUS
Jon Stern lies on the bed with the TV on and the sound off.

JON STERN
Vel l, ours was the big story of the
day especially with the Senator's
gr andst andi ng.

AVANTHA

(I'ighting up)
Is it good for us to be the big story
of the day or not?

JON STERN
| could argue either side.

AVANTHA
O course.

Amant ha takes a long drag. She's exhausted. So is Jon Stern.

JON STERN
Nancy G ace called. Well, her people
di d.

AVANTHA
No. No way.

JON STERN

| know. Just had to let you know.

HA VeCal | F ducat i I I
You saw hi m t oday. HdVsCal i pg - For educational purposes only

over | oaded.
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JON STERN
Yeah.

ANVMANTHA
Dani el needs sone tine alone. Well
not alone but... but not with Nancy

Grace either. Cod.

JON STERN
How i s he doi ng?

AVANTHA
Staring at silverware |ike he hasn't
seen any in twenty years. Staring
at his younger brother who he's never
seen, staring at ne, and at bright
shiny things in general.

JON STERN
| bet.

AVANTHA
Wiy coul dn't Ted Junior be wongly
convi cted and spend nore than hal f
of his life on death row? He'd
probably cone out fine.

That makes Jon | augh

JON STERN

That mght be a little harsh.
AVANTHA

No it's not.
JON STERN

| can't inmagine you and Ted JR |iving
in the sane house as adol escents.

AVANTHA
W had to share a bathroom too. So
gr 0ss.

Makes Jon | augh nore.

AVANTHA ( CONT' D)
lt's not funny.

JON STERN
O course not.

AVANTHA
I n hindsight maybe but | need therapy
just for those three years al one.

JON S;TEF&QTV Calling - For educational purposes only
Post traumatic Ted syndrone.
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She starts | aughing too.

AVANTHA
Yes. And so under reported.

It's a nice release for themafter today. The black hunor
and the laughter. Daniel starts |laughing too. Behind her.
In the dark. It startles Amant ha.

AVANTHA ( CONT' D)
Oh hey, Dani el
(to Jon)
Gotta go.
She di sconnects. Daniel is still |aughing.

AVANTHA ( CONT' D)
| didn't hear you cone out, honey.

He sees she is unnerved. He stops |aughing.

DANI EL
l'"'msorry. | didn't nean to... scare
you.
AVANTHA
No. It's OK You didn't scare ne.
DANI EL
| wasn't here long... | just wal ked
out and saw you | aughing and it nade
me laugh. ['msorry.
AVANTHA
No, it's K
He | ooks at her with that ook of his. Like he's eating the
sight of her up. But she's so frazzled fromit all, she
| ooks away.
DANI EL
You're tired, aren't you?
AVANTHA
What ? No. |'m good.
DANI EL

| know you' re good.

She sm | es.

DANI EL ( CQONT' D)
Coul d you drive ne around town?

AVANTHA

Now? TV Calling - For educational purposes only



DANI EL
Just for alittle while. | don't
think I want to see it in the
daylight. Not at first.

AVANTHA
Ch. O course. Let's tell Mm

| NT. TEBOW FAM LY ROOM -- N GHT

28.

Janet is alone watching the news. Mre of the day's events.
The sound is on real low A door opens. She turns. |It's
Jared. She nutes the TV.

JARED
Wiere' d they go?

JANET
Just riding around.

She changes the channel .

JARED
Mom |'mgonna see all this stuff.
There's no way to avoid it.

JANET
How about just for one night, you
don't see it?

JARED
| feel he should have his room back,
Mom

JANET
No. That's your room now.

JARED
But it was his before and it's not
like he went off to coll ege.

JANET
Jared, Daniel wanted you to have the
room

JARED
He told you that?
JANET
Yes. Along tine ago. It nmade him

very happy to know you were in there.

JARED
He didn't hardly say anything to ne

toni ght . TV Calling - For educationa

She turns off the TV.
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JANET

He doesn't know how to, honey.
JARED

Yeah. | kinda don't either.
JANET

Nobody does. We'll just all learn
together. K?

JARED
K
Pause.
JANET
Want to sit inny lap for alittle
bit?
JARED
God, Mom |'mfourteen.
JANET
Right. Rght. | forgot. How about

squeezing in beside nme then? For
old tinme's sake.

He is intrigued.

JANET (CONT' D)
Dad's chair is big enough. Cone on

JARED
K

He squeezes in beside his nother in Ted SR s big chair.

They sit there together. The phone rings. Jared starts to
get up.

JANET
Your Dad wll get it.

It rings again. Janet stares into the past. Renenbering.
The ringing stops.

INT. SHERIFF'S OFFI CE -- N GHT

THREE MEN sit in a conference room First term SHERI FF,
CARL DAGCETT 46. H s dad, forner Grcuit Judge and current
Mayor, JOHNNY DAGGETT 66, and former SHERI FF, CJ Pl CKENS,

63. Al these nmen were involved in the original prosecution
of Dani el .

MAYOR JOHNNY. DAGCETT :
You see hi mtal king t dda ."Nﬁvéﬁ%” educati onal purposes only

once said, "I didn't do it."



SHERI FF CARL DAGGETT
No. Not once, Pop.

The former Sheriff speaks up.

C) waits.

FORVER SHERI FF CJ Pl CKENS
Yeah, but there's a little bit of a
hole in the case now, M ster Mayor
There was nultipl e senen sanpl es on
that girl's panties.

SHERI FF CARL DAGCGETT
| guarantee you one was Hol den's.

FORVER SHERI FF CJ Pl CKENS
But that can't be proven for sure,
can it Sheriff Daggett?

MAYOR JOHNNY DAGCETT
W know that, CJ, and nobody's
deci di ng anyt hi ng toni ght.

FORMER SHERI FF CJ PI CKENS
Deciding what? Don't the new DA got
a say in this?

MAYOR JOHNNY DAGCETT
She' s gonna be brought in.

FORMER SHERI FF CJ Pl CKENS
But not tonight.

MAYOR JOHNNY DAGCETT
No.

MAYCR JOHNNY DAGGETT (CONT' D)
Look, Trey Warren said the girl slept
around a little bit.

FORMER SHERI FF CJ PI CKENS
That Warren boy said a |ot of things
back then dependi ng on which way the
w nd was bl ow ng.

MAYOR JOHNNY DAGCGETT
(ignoring that)
It's reasonable to think a coupl e of
t hem ot her boys coul da had i ntercourse
with her. Doesn't nean they killed
her .

FORVER SHERI FF CJ Pl CKENS
Don't nean they didn’

HV Calling - For educational
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CJ doesn't

SHERI FF CARL DAGGETT
The son of a bitch confessed, CJ.

FORMVER SHERI FF CJ Pl CKENS
It was thrown out, Carl.
| nadm ssi bl e. Renenber?

SHERI FF CARL DAGCGETT
| don't give a shit. Wy would a
person confess to sonething they
didn't do?

FORMER SHERI FF CJ PI CKENS
You' ve had 19 years to think on that
and you ain't figured out an answer
other than "he did it" yet?

SHERI FF CARL DAGCGETT
Meani ng what ?

answer .

MAYOR JOHNNY DAGGETT
Look CJ, there's still a lot of
evi dence pointing to Hol den being
involved in the crine.

FORVER SHERI FF CJ Pl CKENS
Evi dence that your son here hel ped
gat her.

SHERI FF CARL DAGCGETT
Under a lot of pressure fromyou to
find sone. And you was m ghty dam
happy when we did.

FORMER SHERI FF CJ PI CKENS
Al I wanted fromyou was good, solid
i nvestigative work.

SHERI FF CARL DAGCGETT
It's easy to say that now, ain't it?

CJ | ooks away. It is easier to say that now

FORVER SHERI FF CJ Pl CKENS
Be honest, | got ny doubts that Hol den
boy was even invol ved now.

SHERI FF CARL DAGCGETT
| damm sure don't have any doubts
that he did it. A one or not.

SENATOR ROLAND FOULKES (Q S.)
| don't either.

TV Calling - For educationa
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I NT. HONDA A VIC -- N GHT

Amant ha and Dani el are riding around the town of Paulie,
GA., population 12,731. Only a few businesses are open at
t hi s hour-9: 30PM

ANVMANTHA
The Dairy Queen's still here. But
Har dee' s cl osed down.

Dani el wat ches the buil dings go by.
AVANTHA ( CONT' D)

Not | ong after you got your |icense,
you took ne to Hardee's. Renenber?

He tries to renenber.

DANI EL
No, | don't. |I'msorry.

AVANTHA
(making |ight)
It wasn't very nenorabl e.

He | ooks over at a store called WLDCAT VIDEO, Its lights
are out.

DANI EL
How | ong' s the video store been here?
AVANTHA
It was here about fifteen years.
DANI EL
Was?
AVANTHA
It's been out of business for a year
or so.

That's curious to Dani el

AVANTHA ( CONT' D)
The highlight of the town nowis the
new Tar get.

DANI EL
What's a Target?

AVANTHA
You are.

Dani el stares at her.

TV Calling - For educational purposes only
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AVANTHA ( CONT' D)

I'"'msorry. |I'msorry. | don't know
why | said that. 1t just canme out.

Dani el sml es.

DANI EL
You're a funny sister.

AVANTHA
Ch, thank God. You got it.

A MAN wal ki ng down the sidewal k stops and stares at Dani el
like he's a novie star. R ght here in Paulie.

AVANTHA ( CONT' D)
lt's how | deal.

DANI EL
Gl | ows hunor.

AVANTHA
Exactly. O course, you woul d know
about that. | nean... CGod, there |
go agai n.

DANI EL
W call it a lethal injection of
hunor. It's nore humane but not as
funny.

It's del ayed but Amantha starts laughing. Daniel smles at
her .

| NT. SHERI FF' S OFFI CE -- CONTI NUQUS
Rol and is now seated with the rest of the nen.

SENATOR ROLAND FOULKES
Look CJ, we knew this day was com ng
once the DNA results cane back and
that it would have ramfications for
the entire comunity--especially us.

FORVER SHERI FF CJ Pl CKENS
That | clearly understand, Rol and.

MAYOR JOHNNY DAGCETT
W just want to know if Holden is re-
indicted by the new D. A based on the
evi dence- -

FORMER SHERI FF CJ PI CKENS
And who's gat hering that evidence?
f)
The Sheriff's office” ag lf ab uFor educat i onal
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CJ thinks

There it i

The f or ner

SENATOR ROLAND FOULKES
W' re asking the State to cone in to
oversee the investigation.

FORMER SHERI FF CJ PI CKENS
Are you handling that, Roland?

SENATOR ROLAND FQOULKES
I''mnot gonna dignify that with an
answer .

MAYOR JOHNNY DAGGETT
W wanta get the right man or nen.
That's all. Period.

about all this. 1t's damm conpli cated.

FORVER SHERI FF CJ Pl CKENS
So what do you want from ne?

SENATOR ROLAND FOULKES
Just wanted to nake sure you weren't
holding any ill will toward Carl --

FORMER SHERI FF CJ Pl CKENS
Way? That he's now Sheriff, in |large
part, because he hung his hat on one
dam case that's now falling apart?

SHERI FF CARL DAGGETT
And you didn't hang your hat on it
as Sheriff for all those years?

FORVER SHERI FF CJ Pl CKENS
| guess not enough for one nore term

s. The Senator nedi at es.

SENATOR ROLAND FOULKES
Look CJ, maybe Carl shoul da waited
four nore years before running.
Nobody' s argui ng that.

FORVER SHERI FF CJ PI CKENS
You t hink so?

SENATOR RCLAND FOULKES
But he didn't. And what's done is
done.

Sheriff knows what they want.
FORVER SHERI FF CJ Pl CKENS

|''mnot gonna interfere with things.
|I'mretired. Renmenber?

TV Calling - For educationa
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SENATOR ROLAND FOULKES
You m ght even have to testify at
sone poi nt.

FORMER SHERI FF CJ PI CKENS
No ki ddi ng.

Mayor Johnny | ooks to the Senator.

MAYOR JOHNNY DAGGETT
VWll, that's it then. Just wanted
to clear the air, CJ.

CJ gets up to leave. It's been a long day for him too.

FORMER SHERI FF CJ PI CKENS
Wiere is Hol den at anyway?

Carl cuts an eye to his Dad. And then

SHERI FF CARL DAGGETT
At his Manm's.

FORVER SHERI FF CJ Pl CKENS
He's not noving back here, is he?

SHERI FF CARL DAGGETT
W don't know.

FORMVER SHERI FF CJ Pl CKENS
CGood Cod.

CJ) takes a breath. Just a bad situation all the way around.

FORVER SHERI FF CJ Pl CKENS ( CONT' D)
Bit of advice froman old Sheriff.

SHERI FF CARL DAGGETT
You bet, CJ.

FORMER SHERI FF CJ Pl CKENS
Try and avoid arresting himfor
anything. Like rolling stops, jay-
wal king, shit like that. He's got a
whol e new crowd reppi ng hi m now.
And they're playing to win.

CJ) |l eaves. The nen | ook at each other but don't say anything.
DI SSCLVE TO
I NT. JANET' S BEDROOM -- CONTI NUQUS

Janet and Ted SR are in bed. They are not asl eep.
JANET TV Calling - For educational purposes only
D d the person say anything?
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TED SR
No, and the ID said "unknown caller".

Janet thinks about that.

TED SR ( CONT' D)
You know what they say, it's the
ones who don't call that you have to
worry about.

JANET
| feel better now, Ted. Thank-you.

He pul | s her cl ose.

JANET (CONT' D)
You shoul d have heard sone of the
t hi ngs people said the first tine.
Very creative.

TED SR
W' re gonna get through this, Jannie.

She's not so sure.

JANET
Let's just keep this between us for
now. OK?

TED SR
XK

EXT. PAULIE -- LATER

The town is closed up. No cars out except Amantha's Gvic
whi ch noves slowy through town.

| NT. HONDA C VI C -- CONTI NUQUS

Amant ha' s phone rings. She answers quickly.

ANMANTHA
(whi speri ng)
Hel | o.
| NTERCUT

JANET
It's after twel ve.

ANMANTHA
| know.

JANET

What are y'all doing?

TV Calling - For educational purposes only
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AVANTHA
Driving around.

JANET
Wiy are you whi spering?

AVANTHA
Dani el ' s asl eep.

Daniel is indeed asleep in the other seat.

JANET
Are you gonna drive himaround al
ni ght ?
AVANTHA
Probably not.
JANET
Vell, I'"mnot gonna worry then.
AVANTHA

No. Go on to sleep.
Amant ha di sconnects and drives on as her brother sleeps.

Up ahead is a Sheriff's Car parked at the train depot. An
old fear grips Amant ha.

AVANTHA ( CONT' D)

(quietly)
' mnot breaking the |aw, you asshol e.

She noves closer to the Sheriff's car, deliberately not
| ooki ng over.

I NT. SHERI FF' S CAR -- GCONTI NUQUS

Sheriff Daggett watches a sl eeping Daniel and a driving
Amant ha go past him

| NT. HONDA C VI C -- CONTI NUQUS

Amant ha sees the Sheriff's car pull out and nove in behind
her .

AVANTHA

(quietly)
You' ve gotta be kidding ne?

|f she gets pulled over, she doesn't know how Daniel wll
react. He could freak the fuck out or sleep through it.

EXT. PAULI E -- CONTI NUQUS

The Sheriff follows Amantha. Not’ {8d 'éose BufIf st O&tlogy" Poses only
enough. N ce and easy.
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| NT. HONDA C VI C -- CONTI NUQUS

Amant ha can't deci de whether to wake Daniel up to prepare
himor chance it that they won't get pulled over. She |ooks
over to him He |ooks so innocent.

Suddenly the Sheriff's car stops. Right in the mddle of
t he road.

| NT. HONDA C VI C -- CONTI NUQUS

Amantha | ooks in her rear view mrror as the Sheriff's car
stays at a dead stop in the road while she keeps headi ng out
of town.

AVANTHA
Fucki ng j uvenil e.

Juvenile yes but it worked. Amantha is shaken as she drives
into the darkness beyond the town.

DI SSOLVE TQO
EXT. ALAPAHA R VER -- PRE- DAWN

Ared rimlays just behind the |ive oaks that overhang the
prinmordial brown river. The calmwaters creep along as if
the river itself is just waking. Mrning doves quietly cal
each other. A fish rolls in the shallow exposing its white
belly to the sun.

W PULL BACK to find Daniel standing on the sand bar of an
old swnmmng hole. A place where generations of kids have
cone to swmand to play. To be kids. H's back is to us as
his bare feet dig into the sand.

The red glow grows to orange as the sun nmakes its inexorable
daily rise.

W are in front of Daniel now. Pushing in. Hs face is

i mpassive. Unreadable. Unreachable. As we push in closer
and closer into his face, the sun breaks. W can see it.
The golden sun rising. R ght there in his eyes. But the
spark we see is fromthe outside. He remains opaque.

EXT. HONDA G VIC -- LATER

The Gvic is parked a ways back fromthe swi mm ng hol e.
Amant ha has her seat in recline. She is asleep with Daniel's
j acket over her. The sun hits her face. She slowy wakes
up. Looks beside her. Daniel's not there.

DANIEL (O S.)
Good nor ni ng.

Daniel is leaning on the car. Vit ERi'dd% he"¥uR‘er!t AR iAyEposes only
H's back is to her.
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AVANTHA
Good norning. You like?
DANI EL
Yes.
AVANTHA
Your first day. | thought this m ght
be the perfect place.
DANI EL
Yes.
AVANTHA
| wanted it to be special for you,
honey.
Pause.
DANI EL
It is that. Lotta um.. texture
And t hen:

DANI EL ( CONT' D)
Thank-you, Amant ha. For everything.

AVANTHA
You're quite wel come, brother. Any
time.

FADE QUT:
| NT. PAULI E TI RE AND Rl M COVWANY -- MORN NG
Ted SRis at the counter of a clean, well kept tire store.
There are both car and truck tires displayed. The rins range
fromthe huge ones used for truck boggin' to the kind that
spin on the streets. Serving both red and bl ue constituents.

The door opens. It's Ted JR

TED JR
Sorry, I"'mlate.
TED SR
Yep.
TED JR
Couldn't sleep last night. Wund up
like a top.
TED SR
Yep.

TED JR TV Calling - For educational purposes only
Then me and Tawney got in a big fight.
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Ted SR gl ances at his son grabbing a donut that's supposed

to be for the custoners.

TED JR (CONT' D)
You see all that coverage?

TED SR
Sone of it.

TED JR
Boy, it's controversial

TED SR
It's that.

Ted JR | ooks at the day's schedul e.

TED JR
Wien do you think he's gonna start
wor ki ng here?

TED SR
Whenever he wants to.

Ted JR | ooks at his father.

TED JR
Dad, the mnute he steps in this
store, at l|least half the people who
do business here will stop com ng.

Ted SR doesn't respond.

TED JR (CONT' D)
| just wanted you to be aware of
t hat .

TED SR
| am aware of that.

TED JR
And a fifty percent cut in revenue
wi Il not support two househol ds.

TED SR
|'maware of that, too.

TED JR
Much | ess three.

Ted SR wal ks away.
TED JR (CONT' D)

Look, maybe if we tell himthe
situation--

TV Calling - For educationa
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TED SR
No sir.

TED JR
But Dad, he deserves to have all the
information to nake an i nfornmed
deci si on.

TED SR

Absol utely not, Teddy. This is his
famly's business not ours. W just
married intoit. |If he wants to
conme work here, that's his right.
We can't put that kinda weight on
him Not with everything el se he's
had to deal with in his life.

Ted JR | ooks out the w ndow.

TED JR
Vell, | mght as well start | ooking
for a job right now

Ted SR says not hi ng.

TED JR (CONT' D)
Hell, you nmay have to start | ooking
for one, too.

Ted SR | ooks at his son.
| NT. MARCY' S CAFE -- MORN NG

Sheriff Carl Daggett sits at a table in the back corner
reading the Atlanta paper. He |ooks up when he hears:

PORTLY MAN (Q S.)
Saw your speech on TV, Senator. M
and the wife still believe in you.

Rol and speaks to a PORTLY MAN at the front of the Diner.

SENATOR RCLAND FOULKES
Preciate it, Sam

Rol and noves on. Joins Carl.

SENATOR ROLAND FQOULKES ( CONT' D)

(quietly)
One vote at a fucking time. Every

tinme. Were's your Daddy?

SHERI FF CARL DAGCGETT
He's got belly problens.

SENATOR Rafmlbl F@JEKE@ educational purposes only
Who ain't?
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MARCY, late 40's and on the tail end of cute, conmes up with

coffee. Pours it.

SENATOR ROLAND FOULKES ( CONT' D)
You're a sight for sore eyes, Marcy.

MARCY
What cha gonna have, Sweetie?

SENATOR ROLAND FOULKES
Everybody el se calls ne Senator.
You call nme Sweetie.

MARCY
That's cause |'ve known you as Sweetie
a lot longer than | have known you
as Senator.

SENATOR ROLAND FQOULKES
Now that's a fact. Cet ne the Wl dcat
Breakfast. Extra Sausage.

MARCY
You got it, Senator Sweetie.

She sashays off. Carl watches Rol and wat chi ng her.

SHERI FF CARL DAGGETT
You ain't tapping that again, are
you?

SENATOR ROLAND FOULKES
Naw, |'mon the wagon.
(calling out)
Extra biscuits too, Marcy!

SHERI FF CARL DAGGETT
Thought you had belly probl ens.

SENATOR RCOLAND FOULKES
Perception, Sheriff. [|'mgonna eat
like | don't have a care in the world.

The Senator | oads up his coffee with sugar.

SHERI FF CARL DAGCGETT
(rel/ newspaper)
You seen the front page of the Atlanta
Jour nal ?

SENATOR ROLAND FOULKES
Two hours ago.

SHERI FF CARL DAGCGETT
Feelings hurt?

TV Calling - For educationa
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SENATCOR ROLAND FOULKES
Ti ckled pink. Having the big city
paper attacking ne is an asset not a
liability.

And then quietly.
SENATOR ROLAND FOULKES ( CONT' D)

Now tell me what you know about our
new D. A

SHERI FF CARL DAGGETT
Vell, you'll probably want to fuck
her .

SENATOR ROLAND FOULKES

May be. But | learned that |esson
the hard way. Never shit where you
eat .

W DE SHOT CF:

A Toyota Tundra noves down a country road. The truck pulls
off the road and down a one | ane road.

| NT. TUNDRA -- CONTI NUOUS

TREY WARREN, 36, is driving. There is a clearing ahead.
Trey sees anot her man standing by a | one tree.

lt's GEORGE MEDLOCK 34, overweight. GCeorge is the man seen
earlier at Daniel's press conference. Trey pulls up to CGeorge
and gets out.

EXT. CLEARI NG -- GCONTI NUQUS

TREY WARREN
Funny pl ace to have a reunion.

GEORGE MEDLOCK
Not so funny.

TREY WARREN
How s Fl ori da?

CEORGE MEDLOCK
| don't care for it.

Trey | ooks around. Perpl exed.

TREY WARREN
Wiere's your car, Georgie?

CEORGE MEDLOCK
| took the bus. Mke_su

re | n' :
bei ng fol | owned TV Caﬁ [ n\éva-s Fotr educational purposes only



TREY WARREN
By who?

GEORGE MEDLOCK
Now t hey know what they didn't know.

TREY WARREN
Yeah, it's kinda big news around
here.

Ceorge | ooks at Trey.

GEORGE MEDLOCK
Dd you kill her, Trey?

Trey | ooks straight at George.

TREY WARREN
No.

And t hen:

TREY WARREN ( CONT' D)
D d you, Ceorgie?

George | ooks away.

GECRGE MEDLOCK
No.

The years haven't been kind to George.

GEORGE MEDLOCK ( CONT' D)
They' re gonna want to talk to us
again. Put us on the stand, | guess.

TREY WARREN
Oh yeah. It's gonna be a real big
deal . Just like before... except
they may go after nore than one person
this tine.

CEORGE MEDLOCK
| think about it a |ot.

TREY WARREN
That' s al ways been your problem

CEORGE MEDLOCK
But | get stuff mxed up. Wat they
told us. Wat | remenber. Wat |
think | renenber. | don't know which
i s which anynore.

TREY WARREN
You' d better review t h&nS

Calling - For educationa
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GEORCGE MEDLOCK
W were just kids. It wasn't rea
t hen.

Trey is noncommttal.

GEORGE MEDLOCK ( CONT' D)
Sonetines | think about what it woul d
be like to talk to him You know?
Maybe even go fishing with him

TREY WARREN
That's not how the worl d works.

GECRGE MEDLOCK
No.

CGeorge |l ooks at Trey. Pain in his eyes.

GEORCGE MEDLOCK ((CONT' D)
What are you gonna do, Trey?

TREY WARREN
Tell the truth

CEORGE MEDLOCK
VWhat is the truth?

Trey doesn't blink.

TREY WARREN
What | said before. Change now at
your own peril.

Trey stands there unyielding. GCeorge stands there wei ghed
down.

QUT TGO
EXT. CLEARI NG -- MOMENTS LATER
W DE SHOT

The Tundra drives away | eaving George standing there al
al one.

| NT. EXTENDED STAY MOTEL -- DAY
Jon tal ks through his phone ear piece as he packs.

JON STERN
It's called "the unindi cted co-
ej acul ator theory".

EXT. TEBOW BACK YARD -- DAY

TV Calling - For educational purposes only
Amantha is on the phone, furtively snoking a cigarette.
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AVANTHA
|''msorry?

| NTERCUT W TH JON STERN

JON STERN
Exactly. The termwas coi ned by
prosecutors trying to get around the
Pandora's Box of DNA. Case in
M ssi ssi ppi right now where a man
was freed on bond after fifteen years
on death row for a rape and nurder
convi ction when DNA testing showed
the spermwasn't his.

ANMANTHA
Hmm Sounds famliar.

JON STERN
Actual Iy nore cut and dry than our
case. There was only one sperm sanpl e- -
not the condemmed man's. And yet,
he will be retried for that nurder.

AVANTHA
How thrilling.

Jon goes to the cheap desk, digs through his papers.

JON STERN
The D. A said:
(reading)

"Whet her the defendant actually
penetrated that child or not,
functional ly doesn't nake any
difference if he was aiding,

assi sting, and encouraging in her

death. "
AVANTHA
That's our ticket out.
JON STERN
VWhat is?
AVANTHA
"Encouraqging in her death." Daniel's

not a rah-rah kind of fella.
Jon shakes hi s head.

JON STERN
There are other evidentiary issues
' m nore concerned about .

TV Calling - For educational purposes only
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AVANTHA
Hanna had been Daniel's girlfriend,
Jon. O course, they found
evidentiary shit.

JON STERN
| understand but - -

AVANTHA
What ' s your point?

JON STERN
M/ point is, there's a hundred
di fferent ways prosecution can
convince a jury that Daniel was stil
a part of this no matter what the
DNA does or doesn't say.

AVANTHA
That's right. Because they're in
t he convinci ng business, Jon. That's
what they do. First, they convince
t hensel ves, then they convince anybody
necessary by any means necessary
i ncl udi ng soneti nes the defendants
t hensel ves. Al you have to do, Jon--
if it comes dowmn to it--is to convince
one out of twelve people on a jury
that the prosecutors are full of
shit.

Amant ha sits down.

AVANTHA ( CONT' D)

I'"'msorry. | shouldn't have--
JON STERN

No you're right. | sonetimes forget--
AVANTHA

What? That |I'mjust the sister?
JON STERN

No, of course not. It's just that...

' mcom ng down tonorrow.

That stops her nonmentum

AVANTHA
Real | y? Al ready?
JON STERN
(and t hen)

Rut herford Gai nes has | ung cancer.

ANVANTHA TV Calling - For educational purposes only
Yeah, | heard the good news.
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JON STERN
| don't want to regret anything | ater
| could have asked him

AVANTHA
The only thing | regret was that he
was Daniel's |awer in the first
pl ace. Tal k about a chicken shit.

JON STERN

| think he regrets it now, too.
AVANTHA

"dd mn regrets.” Hollow and too

fucking late.
Amant ha softens. Alittle...
AVANTHA ( CONT' D)

Anyway, you can be here for Mmns
| ane Wl cone Hone Party.

JON STERN
Ch now.

AVANTHA
Admttedly less lane with you
at t endi ng.

JON STERN

Thanks, | think.

AVANTHA
(sincerely)
|'mglad you' re com ng down, Jon
And real glad you're on our side.

JON STERN
Me t oo, Anmantha.

| NT. EXTENDED STAY MOTEL -- QCONTI NUQUS

Jon stands there for a noment after the call. Then conti nues
packi ng.

| NT. BATHROOM - - CONTI NUOUS

Daniel is in the tub soaking. Watching the bubbl es gat her
around hi s knees.

DANI EL
(to self)
O human bondage.

VvVa CE

O hunman bondage?! TV Calling - For educational purposes only



| NT. DEATH ROW - FLASHBACK

49 .

KERW N WHI TMAN, an African-Anerican man in his |ate twenties,
is standing up in his cell on Death Row.

Dani el

KERW N VH TNVAN
You want nme to read a book called CF
HUMAN BONDAGE?! |I'Il pass. Don't
want to know any nore on that
particul ar subject.

i s readi ng Sonerset Maugham s OF HUVAN BONDAGE

DANI EL
It's anot her kind of bondage.

KERW N VH TNVAN
| woul d hope so.

DANI EL
O not.

Kerwi n wal ks around his cell sone. Daniel reads sone nore.
Conversations here don't keep a certain pace.

KERW N VH TMAN
"1l be glad when you get past your
dead white nen witing about a lily
white Europe stage. Wiite on white.
Day and night.

DANI EL
| am kind of on a jag.

KERW N VH TMAN
You ought to sprinkle in alittle
aut hor - aut hor brot her-brother from
time to tine.

DANI EL
Sur e.

KERW N VH TNVAN
Got one | think you'll appreciate,
too. It ain't nodern either. |It's
about bl ack fol ks owning slaves in
the South before the Gvil Var.

DANI EL
Curi ous.

KERW N VH TNVAN
You know, when in Rone.

DANI EL

| m hooked al r eady. TV Calling - For educati onal
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KERW N VH TMAN
K. Then I'll give your dead Sornerset
Maugham a shot when you' re done.

DANI EL
It's yours.

KERW N VWH TMAN
But if it don't-- But if it doesn't

grab nme early, I'msetting it down.
DANI EL

No rules in the club that's not a

cl ub.

Kerwin sits. Contenplative.

KERW N VH TMAN
Daniel, | made up ny m nd.

Dani el | ooks up from his book

KERW N VWH TVAN ( CONT" D)
' mwaving the rest of ny appeal s.
Shortening the exit.

Daniel's silence feels |i ke words.

KERW N WHI TMAN ( CONT' D)
| can't do tine |like you do it. |
tried, man. |It's unbearabl e being
inthis tonb alive. Day after day.
Year after year. For how | ong? And
| did what they say | did. That's
never gonna change so. .

DANI EL
Vell. ..

KERW N WH TMAN
' mnot |ooking for advice. Just
telling you ny plans.

Dani el doesn't respond.

KERW N VWH TVAN ( CONT' D)
| mean, you can say sonet hing.

DANI EL
| don't really know what to say ot her
than I would m ss you beyond words.

KERW N WH TMAN
| know, partner. | know

TV Calling - For educational purposes only
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| NT. BATHROOM - - CONTI NUOUS

Dani el watches the last of the water drain fromthe tub as
he renenbers his best friend.

| NT. TEBOW KI TCHEN - - DAY

Janet sits at the kitchen table typing on her notebook
conputer. Daniel walks in. Hair still wet fromthe bath
Stands in the mddle of the kitchen

JANET
Hungry?

DANI EL
| think I'd |ike a beer.

Janet hesitates.

JANET
Ch... uh... Teddy shoul d have one or
two in the frig. Sonetine's he stops
by for a visit.

DANI EL
VWul d he m nd?

JANET
O course not.

Dani el gets one. He wal ks over to Janet as she navi gates on
t he conputer.

JANET (CONT' D)
' m paying bills.

He wat ches.

JANET (CONT' D)
Sit down if you'd like.

He does.

DANI EL
| don't think I want to becone
conputer literate.

He | ooks outside at Amantha tal ki ng on her phone and snoki ng
i ke a chi mey.

DANI EL ( CQONT' D)
O nobile phone literate really.

JANET
Mght be a little much all at o

e. .
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DANI EL
l'd like to get a TVwth a novie
pl ayer though... a DVD pl ayer.

JANET
W can do that.
DANI EL
I'I'l pay you back when | start
wor ki ng.
JANET
Don't be silly.
DANI EL
K
JANET
No. | mean, we have one already.
DANI EL
| see.

She goes back to paying bills. He takes a swallow of his
beer. Contenplates it then sets it down.

DANI EL ( QONT' D)
W didn't have TVs on death row.
Sone state's death rows do, sone
don't. Luck of the draw, | guess.

Janet | ooks up. She doesn't know what to say.

DANI EL ( CONT' D)
| think it worked out better for ne.
| liked to read. Kinda tough on the
guys who didn't or couldn't.

JANET
What did you read?

DANI EL
Un.. Mstly novels of other tines
and places. | found it um..

unsettling when | read sonething in
the present day so | stopped doing
that a long tine ago.

She puts her hand on his. He lets it lay there. She finally
pulls it away. Goes back to her conputer

DANI EL ( GONT' D)
| won't be here forever, you know.

JANET
What do you nean?

TV Calling - For educational purposes only
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DANI EL
In your house. And Ted's.
JANET
This is your house too, Daniel. You

can stay as long as you like.

DANI EL
| can't really get a handle on tine
yet. There are nonents where | fee
| have only been gone fromhere for
a few weeks and I'mstill in high
school .

Janet | ooks at her first born.

DANI EL ( GONT' D)
But nostly it seens | was al ways...
there. Al ways there.

Janet | ooks away fromhim Her grief is surfacing again.

DANI EL ( CONT' D)
So you nmay need to tell ne, Mother.

JANET
Tel | you?

DANI EL
Wen it's tinme for ne to | eave.

He gets up and wal ks away | eaving the beer barely tasted.

CLOSE ON: A HAND KNOCKI NG ON A DOOR.  The door opens revealing
Dani el .

DANI EL ( QONT' D)
Hel | o.

| NT. HALLWAY -- CONTI NUOUS

Jared stands there with a TV at the threshold of the guest
room where Daniel is staying.

JARED
Un.. This has a DVD player in it
and you can watch novies and stuff.

DANI EL
Is it yours?

JARED
Yeah, but | got an I-Pad so | just
stream nostly.

Pause. TV Calling - For educational purposes only



DANI EL
K. Thank-you, Jared

Dani el takes the TV into the room Jared hovers outside.

54.

JARED
| could help you hook it up. | nean,
you just plug it in but I know where
the plug is.
DANI EL
K
Jared wal ks in and takes the TV back. Sets it on the desk.
Plugs it in.
JARED
| ' m guessing you don't have any DVDs
yet .
DANI EL
No.
JARED
| didn't think so but | didn't want
to... you know. ..
DANI EL
Pr esune.
JARED

Yeah, exactly. Presune. Anyway,
|'ve got kinda a collection and |'ve
been thinking like if you haven't
really seen novies in a long tine
whi ch ones m ght be good to start
with and then work your way up.

DANI EL
|'d appreciate the gui dance.
JARED
K. Well, you can go a |ot of ways

but one of ny favorites--I1t's called
DAZED AND CONFUSED?

DANI EL
| like the title.

JARED
Yeah, | heard that.

Jared snickers |ike an adol escent. He regroups.
Anyway, it sJa cé%ﬁ ngVi € 1ing - For educationa
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JARED ( CONT' D)
It's not heavy or anything |Iike that
and | could even watch it wth you...

or you mght want to be by yourself..
| nmean, it's all good.

Dani el thinks about it.

DANI EL
| think 1'd rather see it with you

JARED
Ch sure. Cool

Dani el sits down. Wiiting.
JARED ( CONT' D)

R ght now?
DANI EL
Ch. D d you nean now?
JARED
Uh... Yeah. Sure. [I'Il go get it.

Jared exits. Daniel sits there staring at the blank TV.
Staring at nothing. Perfectly content or conpletely enpty.
Sinply waiting. Wiiting as:

CAT PONER s sweet -sad-beautiful song, THE GREATEST, begins
and then plays under a SUCCESSI ON of SHOTS of:

JON STERN sits in his souless Mbtel Room Al one. Thinking
about the | ong road ahead.

SENATOR ROLAND FOULKES, sifts through papers fromthe first
trial of Daniel Holden. Takes a slug of Pepto-Bisnol. Snooth
facade gone, just a greedy face and fierce determnation.

TED SR wat ches TED JR adroitly close a deal on a set of
spinners to a KID wth PARENTS. Ted JR wi nks at his Dad.

JANET stands just out of sight of the door where her two
sons are wat chi ng DAZED AND CONFUSED, conflicted at their
burgeoni ng rel ationship. She wal ks away.

DANI EL and JARED wat ch DAZED AND CONFUSED. Dani el | ooks
over at Jared. Jared |ooks at Daniel. Dam strange alright.

GEORCGE MEDLOCK, still standing there under the tree in the
clearing. Hours later. He starts walking.

AVANTHA sits outside alone as the sun goes low in the sky.
Qut of fight for the day. She |ooks up. |It's her nother.
JANET waves tentatively. Anantha/%gyes back. .
M ng - For educational purposes only
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PUSH I N on JANET now sitting by AVANTHA. Neither saying
anything. Then Amantha starts crying. Janet takes Amant ha
in her arns and pets her mddl e child.

PUSH IN on JARED and DANIEL lost in the novie. Jared is

| aughing his ass off. And then Daniel breaks into a beautiful
smle. Forgetting all his troubles, if only for a tine.

PUSH I N on GECRGE MEDLOCK now st andi ng above a ravine, so
terribly burdened by his troubles. GCeorge slowy raises a
gun to his head just as the sun drops fromthe sky.

W DE SHOT of the MJZZLE FLASH next to CGeorge's head and then
CGeorge dropping off into the darkness.

THE END
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