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FADE IN:

INT. LIMBO

A sultry faux-female songstress, SHLNDA LEER, is performing
in a sexy pank SPOT. She 1s our Greex Chorus, commenting on
the action in lyric and song, as she lip-syncias classic
tunes.

SHANDZ LEER
“"Kiss today goodbye, &rnc pcint me
toward tomorrow, I cic what I hac to
do, Can’'t forget, Don’t regret, What I
did for --"

BRIAN (0.5,
~- shit!

CUT TO:
INT. BRIAN’S LOFT - NIGHT
The loft 1is almost empty, &s we LasT saw 1t. FiND BRIAN at
his desk, sorting through the m&il, tTossing unsolicited

solicitations over his shoulger.

BRIAN
(grousing)
It's that time of the month again.

JUSTIN
When your “Lattle Frienc” comes to
visit?

BRIAN

When every gay charity on tne fucking
planet tries to hit me up for a taple
at their benefit, an ac in their
booklet, a sperm sample for theair
silent auction --

Then holding up five credit cerd stetements:
BRIAN (cont'c,
Unfortunately, 1t‘s elsc that time of
the month for my crecat cara bills.

JUSTIN takes them, reviews them with cismay.

JUSTIN
I've never seen sO many ZerOes.

{CONTINUED)
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CONTINUED:

Beat.

He goes to pour himself a drink.

empty.

BRIAN
Except for a mixer at the Gay and
Lesbian. Center,

JUSTIN
How're you going to pay for ‘em all?

BRIAN
How many blow jobs can you give in an
hour?

JUSTIN
Not enough. Not nearly enough.

BRIAN
Guess I’1l have to come up with the
cash some other way.

JUSTIN
Look, we sold almost three-thousand
copies of Rage on the net last month
alone. I could give you some--

BRIAN
No.

JUSTIN
Why not?

BRIAN

I'm not taking your money.

JUSTIN
I thought we were partners.

BRIAN
We are.

JUSTIN
Then why won’t you let me --

BRIAN
Because I don’t need your help. I
don’t need anybody's help.

The goddamn bottle is

(CONTINUED)
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CONTINUED: (2) 2

BRIAN (cont’d]
What I need is a --

CUT TO:
INT. BABYLON - NIGHT
Brian and Justin at the bar.

BRIAN
(to the BARTENDER)
-- Chivas Regal.

JUSTIN
You may be a pauper, but you arink like
a prince.
(to the Bartender)
Make it two.
(reaching for his wa..et)
Cn me.

BRIAN
(stopping him)
Keep it, Big Spender. I can still
afford to tie one on without any
assistance from you.

JUSTIN
Christ, you won’t even let me buy you a
drink!

The bartender serves them. Brian tosses down some bills,
tosses back his drink, then heads across the floor. Justin
downs his drink, follows.
JUSTIN (cont’d)

I don’t know what the fuck your problem

is! You help everyone -- Liberty

Avenue would be a Police State 1f it

weren’t for you.
Brian enters:
INT. BABYLON - BACKROOM - CONTINUOUS
Justin close on his heels.

JUSTIN
And now, when you need help --

They pass TODD, getting fucked.

(CONTINUED)
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4 CONTINUED:

JUSTIN {(cont’d)
Hey, Todd, how’s it going?

TODD
Fine.

JUSTIN
(back to Brian)
Where was I?

BRIAN
“When I need help” --

JUSTIN
Right. You won’t take i1t! You know
why that is?

BRIAN
Pourquoi?

JUSTIN
Because you always have to be the one
in charge. The one who's in control!
The one who'’s on top!

Brian looks at him for a beat, smiles, then spins Justin

around, yanks down his pants:

BRIAN
You got it.

5 EXT. MICHAEL AND BEN'’S APARTMENT - DAY

CUT TO:

BEN, who’s just come out of the front door with his bike and
his briefcase, is trying to ignore RITA MONTGOMERY, Hunter’s

mother, who harangues and harasses him.

RITA
Where is he this time -- the movies?
Little League?

BEN
Look, I told you --
RITA
I know -- “You don’'t have a clue.”

Like I believe that!

(CONTINUED)
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5 CONTINUED: 5

BEN
I don't care what you believe.
{(beat)
He took off. 1It’s not exactly the
first time he’s run away, s it? So
I'd say it’'s safe to assume he's back
on the streets.

RITA
And what about your boyfriend? He
doesn’t seem to be arounc either.

BEN
He’s gone to find him.
{(firmly, and finally)
Now, 1f you’ll excuse me, I have a
class -~

He starts to move on. She stops him.

RITA
And I have a custody hearing on
Tuesday. If Jimmy’s not there, I'm
going to have the cops a.. over your
little boyfriend's ass -- you hear me --
? ‘Cause keeping a kid away from his
mother -- that’s called corntributing to
the delinquency of a minor. And i1f he
took him, that’s kidnapping. I could
have him arrested.

BEN
You wouldn't do that.

RITA
(with a smile)
You’re a smart guy, “Professor”. You
figure out how many years your sweetle
could be locked up for.
CUT TO:
6 INT. MELANIE AND LINDSAY'’S HOUSE - DAY

MELANIE’s going through a stack of mail. So's LINDSAY.
Nearby is a sickly orchid plant.

(CONTINUED)
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CONTINUED:

MELANIE
{reading off the ietters)
Angels Over Pittsburgh -- Teen Suicide
Prevention Hotline -- Transgender
Shelter -- The Marriage Initiatlive --
Jeesus! We must get invited to ten of
these fund-raisers a day.

LINDSAY
Look -- Ted gets them, too.
MELANIE
Must be on the same Victim’'s List.
LINDSAY
I'm happy to contribute to a worthy
cause as much as the next guy -- uh,

gal -- but can’t they hit up somebody
else for a change?

MELANIE

If we give any more, someone’s golng to

have to throw us a benefat!

Just then, EMMETT flies in the door.

EMMETT
Hi, girls! I'd love to shmooze ~- but
I have to slip into a bubble bath, get
dressed and be out the door in five!

LINDSAY
Hot date?

EMMETT
From your lips to the gay god's ears.
Vic and I are doing an event tonight
for Think Positive.

MELANIE
Another benefit? Does 1t ever end?

EMMETT
If we don’t look after each other, who
will?

Suddenly, Emmett notices the plant.

EMMETT (cont’d)
Funny, Ted had an orchid that looked
just like that -- poor thing was
hanging on by a tendril.

(MORE)

{(CONTINUED)
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CONTINUED:

(2)

EMMETT (cont’al
Used to call it “Droopy”. Short for
“Droopus Orchidus”.

MELANIE
Say hello to “Droopy”.

EMMETT
What’re you doing with 1t? Lesbians
are notorious for having biseck thumbs.

MELANIE
He called us. Asked us to take in his
mail --

LINDSAY
~- and take care of his p.iants.

EMMETT
(testy)
Is he off to the Black ana Blue party
in Sardinia?

MELANIE
He’s in rehab.

A beat. Emmett stops.

LINDSAY
He checked himself in. Voluntaraily.
We thought we’d go visit him.

MELANIE
How about coming with us?

EMMETT
Can't.
(reminding them)
The benefit?

MELANIE
Doesn’t have to be tonaight.

EMMETT
I'm reeeeeally busy —-

MELANIE
I’'m sure he could use the support.

EMMETT
What an interesting thing to hear
coming from you, Mel. You were
practically the first to conaemn him.
Now you’re his cheerleader?

{CONTINUED)
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CONTINUED: ({3) 6
MELANIE
He's trying to aelLp nimse_Z.
LINDSEY
Isn’t theat what you warntea?
cuT TO:
START ON A TV
A POLICE SCENE from an oic movie, &~ O.a series, doesn't
matter -- “I don't care wnere they are. IIND THEM!” snaps
the Chaief. ZARP! We're onto cartoons &P Tre weather
repoert. ZAP! A commerclas (EG6I & Car. & COuLa resort spot

, &
-~ whatever -- festuraing a couple ¢n & sancy bsach). PULL
BACK to REVEAL we a&re in:

INT. MOTEL - ROOM 17 - D&Y

A generic, no-frills, just-oif-ths-n_gnwsy motel room. Rain
15 beating down outside the winacw <oNTIP 1s 1ying on one
of two beds watching TV, surrounasc by tne aebris of fast
food and mini-marts: burger contiiiers, Dlzza LOXes, empty
bags of chips and pretzels, cancy wraespers, sote cans. The
self-appointed King of the Rirwevez, he LAFS Zrom one channel
to the next as MICHAEL paces nervols-y.

MICHAEL
Do you think you can reep scmething on
for longer than & secona?

HUNTEPR
What difference coes 1t mere? It's &.l
shit.
MICHREL
Where're the barvecue chiops?
HUNTER
(finishing up the lzstT cne)
Too late.
MICHAEL

The Cap’n Cruncn?
HUNTER
{tossing him the empty Lox)
That ship’s sailed.

Michael reaches for a bag of cookies. Empty.

MICHREL
Hey! I had a whole bag o --

(CONTINUED)
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HUNTER
Gone.
({then)
So how much longer do we have to stay
here?

MICHAEL
Have you seen what 1t's doing outside?
It's practically a monsoon!

HUNTER
When it lets up, I sav we head off to
Mexico! Grow moustaches anc become
drug lords! What do you say?

MICHAEL
(looking at Hunter Ior a beat,
then)
Why do I bother?

HUNTER
I don’t hear you coming up wlith some
brilliant plan!

MICHAEL

I'd better -- and scon. We’'re running
out of cash -- fast.

HUNTER
You have a credit card.

MICHAEL
If I use 1t, they can track us.

Just then, Michael’s cell phone BEEPS! He checks it.

MICHAEL ({(cont'd
It"s Ben.

Hunter leaps over to Michael’s bed, grabs 1t.

HUNTER
Dude! Whassup?

INTERCUT WITH:
EXT. STREET - DAY

BEN
Hunter? Hey, Pal! How's it goin'?

(CONTINUED)
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HUNTEZR
We're stuck in & shithole mctel in the
pouring rein, aown to cur Lest Cheerto.

But other than that, l:fe .z meauvtiful.

MICHEEL
{(takang the phone becx
Would you give me tnat? Ier?

BEN
Michael, are you okav?

MICELIL
I'm fine.
{zapping ofZ tne TV
We'’re both fine.

BEN
Listen, Hunter's mom ceme DL &G&in.

MICHEZL
What’'d you tell ner?

BEN
That he ran away and you wernt 100King
for him. But she ardn't osel.leve ne.
Now she's threatening to have you
arrested.

MICHAEL
For what?

Kidnapping, contrrbuilngs To the
delinguency of & minor --

MICHAZL
Cen she do that?

BEN
All I know 1is, she can mare & lot of
trouble -- for sil of us. Thet’'s why

you have to come back.

MICHAREL
I teld you, I'm not goinc tc let her
take haim.

BEN

Well, you can’t just hice out forever!

MICHAEL
We’ll be okay.

(CONTINUED)
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But Michael disconnects, stancs ©
Hunter throws on his jacket, heacs towara iLEe COOr.

BEN

QAF IV - Ep. 401 - Producticn Jralt WHITE

a |

09/25/2003

Michael, plesse. Tell me Wigre YOu

ere.

MICHAREL
I don't want yo. to CeE€T into
or to have to lie.

EEN
Dammit, Michae: --! M.ches=s_

MICHAEL
Where're you going?

Trouct.e

WCIrZled,

motionless.

HUNTZR
To get us sometnilng to eat —-- peiore we

starve to dezth.

As he heads out inte the aownpour:

Brian, Lindsay, Melanie ancg 3en &

platters,

INT. LIBERTY DINER - DAY

Te .n & pooth.
busses nearby. DEBBIE, n & tiz:oy, L2 R&ncLng
getting them all mixed up.

DEBEIZ
Three days! Trhree fucxing devs a&anc

a fucking word --!

LINDSRY

Uh -~ Debbie, I got the tine meit?

BEN
2nd I got the turkey wragp?

DEBBIE
{(switching plates)
Sorry -- except for this =
cryptic message: “Don’it wo

all right”

JUSTIN

CUT TO:

Justain

out

Doesn’t sound so strange or Cryptic tTo

me.

DEBEZE
You're not a mother,

iunch

(CONTINUED)

11.



QAF IV - Ep. 401 - Productzon Drait (WZITE) 0%/15/2003 12.
9 CONTINUED: 9
BEN
(reassuring)
I just spoke with him, Debzie. Re's
all right.
DEBBIL
He’'s not all richt. &~ moiner can
always read betwesen tne l:nes
{worried, she nelps nsrself To
one of Brien’'s ZIrench ZIr:ies
This is the first time s_nce Michaed
knew how to picx Uz e 2500n& ThET We
haven’t talked three Tines & cay.
JUSTIK
Three?
BRIAN

I know. It explzins sC muCh.

DEBEIL
Ben, honey, nsxt t
will you please te

me you telx Lo him
L i
to the sky and back?

I _ove Dimoup

BEN
Sure, Deb --
DEBBIZ
And that 1i he's not bechk here, Dronio,
I'm going to rip his b&lls cii!
MELAKIE
(to Ben)

Why don’t you lci me mErS & €W C&iis,
find out about this custoay hearing,
see 1f there’'s anything I cen Go.

BEN
That'd be great :f you couic, Mel.

Debbie hands Ben and Mel and Linz their checks.

BRIAR
Hey -- where’s mine?

DEEBIEZ
Don’'t worry about it, hongy. You can
settle it later -- once you're Dack on

your feet.

Brian stands to his full height, groua and tail.

{CONTINUED)
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9  CONTINUED: (2) 9

BRIAN
There.
{(snatching the checks out of
Ben and Mel'’s hands)
And lunch is on me.

JUSTIN
Brian -- !

BRIAN
What --? I'm not aliowec to treat my
friends?

LINDSAY

It's okay, Bri --

MELANIE
We can handle it --

BEN
Soon as you get another job --

BRIAN
(refusing to hear)
By four-thirty this afternoon, I intend
to be once more employed in my former
position, and with a sizakle raise.

JUSTIN
Vance asked you back?

LINDSAY
Brian, that’'s great!

As the others all chime in: “Congrats, way to go!”

BRIAN
0Of course, I'1ll be as gracious as I
possibly can -- and then stick 1t to

the motherfucker.
{handing Debbie a bill)
Keep the change, Deb.
CUT TO:
oa INT. LIMBO oa

ANNOUNCER (V.0O.}
Ladies and gentlemen -- Miss Shanda
Leer!

(CONTINUED)
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oa CONTINUED: Sa

SHANDA LEER
“There’ll be a change in the weather
and a change in the sea. from now on
there’ll be a change in me --"

CUT TO:
10 CLOSE ON TED 10

TED
(with difficulty}
I -- uh -- crashed. I toink 1 was out
for a day or so. When I fineily came
to, the party was stilli going on.
Well, the party was always §going on ==

(CONTINUED)

* % % %
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CONTINUED: 10

There are a few AUDIBLE MURMURS of recognition. PULL BACK TO
REVEAL we are in:

INT. REHAB - GROUP THERAPY - DAY

TED is addressing a group of six or seven fellow rehab
PATIENTS.

TED (CONT' D)
The guys were downstalirs watcChihg porn.
The ones that weren’t too tweaked out
of their minds, that is. They were
really into it. It looked hct. I drew
a little off Dr. C's pipe anc then I
saw the guy in the video, the cne
getting gang-banged.

He hesitates. This is reaily tough. BLAKE gives him a look.
It’s all right. He doesn’t have to go on 1f he doesn’t want
to. But Ted bravely continues.

TED (cont’d)

It was me.

{a beat)
That's how out of control I was. God
knows if they were even using condoms.
I’1ll have to get a test. I con’t
feel very optimistic. Anyway that'’s
when I knew -- that 1f I didn’t come
here -- I could be dead.

He takes a deep breath. There. It’'s out. He turns to
BLAKE, who offers a comforting smile.

CUT TO:
INT. REHAB - HALLWAY - DAY 11

As Ted and Blake make their way out of the therapy room down
the hall.

BLAKE
I know how hard that was for you -- but
just remember, nobody was juaging you.
We've all been there, in our own way.

TED
Your being there made it a lot easier.

BLAKE
I'm glad.

(CONTINUED)
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CONTINUED: 11
TED
In fact, I keep thinking, I tnis
hadn’t happenec -- :f I hzan't come
stumbling througn that cocr -- we might

never have seern each Ctiner again.
(an awkwarda beat, then!
So, you want to grab scme luncha?

3LAKE
Let me just check my messeges ana Z' 11
rneet you 1n the .iounce.

Blake goes off. FOLLOW TEZD as he makes his way TO:
INT. REHAB - LOUNGE - CONTINUOUS 12

He suddenly stops, SEES throuch tne G s: Zmmett wailiting
there. Emmett doesn’t see Tec, wio penlcs & t;le -~= should
he go in or disappeer? & beat, thern ~2 Du..s ulmself
together, goes ain. PATIENTS zre geting their runch off
trays. Ted breezes in with bravaco:

TED
Well, this 1s = surprise! I zhcugnt
they outlawed shock the ELraDy

EMMETT
Hello, Teddy.

TED
So how'd you find me? DJon't tell me 2
made the papers again!

Emmett forces a smile to match Tea’'s forced npumor.

EMMETT
Mel and Linz toid me yo. checssa
yourself in.

TED
And I thought only us feggots coulan’'t
keep our mouths shurt.

EMMETT
I'm happy -- i1f that's the wora -- thet
you’ re here.

TED
Nothing like a2 little R&F 1n & cozy
little B&B.

EMMETT
So -- uh -- how long're you going to --

(CONTINUED)
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12 CONTINUED: 12
TED
Not long. I'm elreacy I@el.n¢ COOG &s
new. They say I'm making Cemarken.e
progress.
EMMETT
I'm glad to heer zt. ©Dut Zust be
careful. You con’'t want To Iush -t or --
A beat. He stops himself.
TED
Or -- what?
EMMETT
Nothing.
TED
Or I'1l wind up usinZ &Z&in Is that
what you were going tc say
EMMETT
1]l 1 meznt was -- be careful rot To
take the cupcakes out ¢ tne oven until
they're done.
TED
Well, isn't thar profounc. In cese ou
haven’t noticed, I'm nct & cupcare.
And I have no intention ¢i encing up
back here in the Losers’ Lounge --
because I'm not & losez!
EMMETT
Look, I didn't come heze to Upset you --
TED
Then why did you? To see for ycurse.:l
how far I’'ve sunk?
EMMETT
No!
TED
I told Mel and Linz I cign't want
anyone visiting --
EMMETT
Since when am I “anyone”?
Just then, Blake enters with & iunch tray.

(CONTINUED)
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12 CONTINUED: (2)

BLAKE
(to Ted)
Hey, Ted, you'd better grab some lunch
before it’'s all --

He comes face-to-face with Emmett. A& beat.

TED

Blake, you remember --
BLAKE

Emmett, of course. Good to see you.
EMMETT

Back again -- or haven't you ever left?
TED

Blake isn’t a patient. He’'s a
substance abuse counselor. And a camn
good one.

A beat, as Emmett sizes up the situation.

EMMETT
Well, if anyone knows his stuff, it’'s
you.

TED
He’s been -- amazing. I don’'t know

what I’'d have done 1if --

EMMETT
{interrupting Ted’s tribute]
Listen, I just came by to see 1f you're
all right -- and 1t seems like are. So

13 INT. LIMBO
Shanda Leer is lip-synching “Cry Me A River”.

SHANDA LEER
“Now you say you’re sorry, for being so
untrue. Well you can Cry Me A River,
Cry Me A River, I Cried A Raver over--"

VANCE (0.5.)
You look great!

17,
12

CUT TO:

i3

CUT TO:



14

QAF IV - Ep. 401 =~ Production Drazit (W=iTf; 09/15/2003 1B8.

INT. VANGARD AGENCY - VANCE'S OFFICZ - Dal 14

Brian, cool and confident, 1s dressec -1 his sharpest
business attire. GARDNER VANCE, welcoming &na wWarm, pours
him a drink.

VANCE
Whiskey?

BRIAN
Little early Ior Happy =our --

VANCE
You're here. I'm happy
{handing Brian his crink)
So’'d you hear the news? Stocckwell's

being indicted xn the cover-up oi tThat
young man’'s murder. M&avor D2exins nas
demanded his resignaticn.

BRIAN

My, how the mighty have IZ&a-i12n.

VANCE
Damn lucky for Vangarc ne cian’'t Taxe
us down with him.
{(then)
So name your price.

BRIAN
For what?
VANCE
Tc come back, of course. We n=2ed you

here. 1 need you here.

BRIAN
I don’t know, Gerdner. It's 1ot just a
matter of money. Thesre'ze other

issues, such as & jacuzzl _n my private
bathroom, an unlimitea expensie &account -
VANCE
I give you my word -- &nc my handshake.
{they shake)
Now, I’'ll just need you to sign this.
He passes Brian a form. Brian regarcs it for & beat.

BRIAN
A non-competition clzuse?

{CONTINUED}
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CONTINUED:

VANCE
Just a formality --

Brian smiles ruefully.

BRIAN
So that’'s why you wanted me back.
Afraid I might raid the pantry. And
here I thought 1t was me you dian't
want to lose.

VANCE
You're not giving yourseif enough
credit,

BRIAN

I'm giving myself all the credit. I'm
the one who brought in our major
accounts, who created their campaigns,
who convinced the worlid it couldn't
live without their products. They’'d go
with me faster than a ten-second spot.
But once I saign this, they'd ail be off-
limits.

(tossing the agreement on

Vance’s desk)
Well don’t count your clients before
they’re snatched.

INT. TRUCK STOP - NIGHT
Michael stands before the CASHIER, trying to explain:
MICHAEL
He’s sixteen, tall, skinny, long dark
blond hair, can have a bit of an
attitude --

CASHIER
Haven't seen him. Sorry.

Michael nods, grateful but frustrated.

EXT. TRUCK STOP - CONTINUOQOUS

19.
14

CUT TO:
15

16

Where all the big rigs are parked. The rain has finally let

up.

(CONTINUED)
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Michael turns away from the truck stop on his way back to the
motel when he sees Hunter climbing cown out «f the cab of one
of the rigs. BAs the truck roars away, Michaei calls =--

MICHAEL
Hunter!

Hunter spots him, gives him a broed grin, runs over.

MICHAEL (cont’ca)
Where the fuck have you beer? 1I've
been looking all over for you.

HUNTER
Come on, let’s eat -- dinner’'s on me!

He pulls out a handful of bilils.

MICHAEL
Where’'d you get that?

Hunter gives him a classic “where-do-you-ininx-I-got-it”
look. As the truth registers on Michéel:

MICHAEL (cont’a)
How many truckers dia you nave to fuck
to get it?

HUNTER
Just one. And it was only a blow Jjob.

MICHAEL
That’s a relief.
(furious)
How could you --7?

HUNTER
How could I what? We're proke -- isn't
that what you sa:id?

Michael looks at Hunter for a beat. Makes a decision.

MICHAEL

Okay. That'’s 1t. Let’s go.
HUNTER

To Mexico?
MICHAEL

To Pittsburgh.

HUNTER
No way! You promised!

(CONTINUED)
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MICHZZL
Well, I'm kreaking zt. Coms on --
HUNTER
(throwing Michael's arm oZf
him)
Get the fuck off me:
MICHEZL
Listen, you little asshclie. I risked
everything for you. ¥Now you’'re goina
to do what I sey. We're co.ng to GO
back and fight. Then ws’'re gcing to
attempt to turn you intc & rnorme. hurman
being -- althouch, &t the merment
flapping my arrs and flying tc the moon
seems like a better bet. Ncw, move -%
As Michael and Hunter start walhi=g beck to thne hotel:
CUT TO:
INT. REHAB - HALLWAY - NIGHT 17
Ted is down on his hends and knees w.ts & oucke:r, sponge and
mop, scrubbing the floor wnen & cougsls of PE-RASITANTS walk
by, chatting, right where Ted just cleaned
TED
Hey! Can’t you ses I -ust cleanec
there?

They turn around, surprised to be snapped at,

Blake goes over to Ted.

BLAKE
Testy tonight?

TED
They think I'm doing this fc: my
health?

BLAKE
Actually, you are.

xeep walking.

Ted resigns himself to his fate, goes cack to scrubbing.

TED
I wonder if they made Eiizeabeth Ta
do this,

BLAKE

Absolutely. 1In her diemcncs.

yior

{CONTINUED)
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TED
Well maybe I'd feel better sbout it 1if
I was wearing a 600-carat chcker,

BLAKE
I'1]l pick one up for you when I'm out.

A beat, then:

TED

Sorry. I'm just feeling a little --
BLAKE

Upset?
TED

Constipated, actually. I haven’t had a
bowel movement since I got here. So
forget the choker ana just bring me
some Metamucil --

Blake looks into Ted’'s eyes, sees pehind the joke.

BLAKE
Look, I know what you're soing through.
It wasn’t that long ago I was going
through it myself.

TED
I remember bringing you here. Then
coming back to see you anc --

BLAKE
I was gone. It wasn’'t very nice of me.
TED
It was fucking shitty. I carea about
you. I -~
{beat)

-- I meore than cared about you.

BLAKE
I know. That’s why I haa to leave.

(CONTINUED)
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TED
{(sarcastic
To spare me the Zein®

BLEKZ
And myself. From you secing me like
that.

TED
Well now it’'s my turr.. Z'T the one
down on my knees, scrubiing the Iloo:r.

The one they come to gawx &I, sSC Taey
can feel superaior.

(beat)
Like Emmett.

BLAKE
I'm sure he felit as urccricriabie as
you.

But Ted’'s too upset to hesar.

TED
I guess it tekes sometninc _ixe TILS
for a person to reveal thelr true
colors.
(beat)

Well, at least I've got vcC
the only one who knows now -t fee.s,
what it's like.

Blake rises.

BLAKE
I have to get going --
TED
(kidding)
Hot date?
BLAKE
Um -- yeszh, actually. we'=re going to

see “Lucia”.

The news of this catches Ted oif-cucrc.

TED
Oh. That’'s nice. I ~-- I atan't know --
I mean -- that you likec opere

BLAKE

I'm hooked, thanks to vou.

23,

(CONTINUED)
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TED
(a bit too joviali)
Well, at least that’s one addiction you
don’'t have to go to rehab for. Have fun--!

As Ted watches Blake go, feeliing like the biggest loser in
the Loser’s Lounge:

CUT TO:
SCENE CMITTED 18
EXT. MICHAEL AND BEN’'S APARTMENT - DAY 19

Michael and Ben stand wrapped i1n & romantic kiss in front of
Brian’'s Corvette as Hunter watches.

BEN
I missed you so much --
MICHAEL
You, too --
HUNTER
Hey! What about me?
BEN
Come here pal -- did you behave
yourself?
MICHAEL

He was a perfect angel.

Hunter glances over at Michael -- who gives him a clandestine
“this’ll-be-our-little-secret” look.

HUNTER
{(to Ben)
I was a perfect angel.

Ben embraces him in a big bear hug.

BEN
Thank God you're both safe and in one
piece.
Then WE HEAR:
BRIAN (V.0.]

At least it’s still in one piece.

CUT TO:
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EXT. BRIAN’S BUILDING - DAY

250

20

We find Brian, in one of his expens.ve suits, examining his
car, rubbing away a smudge.

Michael rolls his eyes.

MICHAEL
You’ll be happy to know Hunter and I
are both okay, too.

BRIAN
(baby-talking to the car)
Did he take good care of you? Did he
use premium?

he FINDS a fast food container.

BRIAN {(cont’'aq)
What’s this?

MICHAEL
A burger box?
BRIAN
You ate in my car?
MICHAEL
We were in a hurry to get nome -- we

didn’t want to stop --

BRIAN
So you turn my car intoc a -- recycliing
bin? Christ, 1it's just 1ike that time
in seventh grade. I let you borrow my
new ten speed and you bring 1t back

with the fender crushed, the seat torn -

MICHAEL
I was hit by a bus!

BRIAN
This is the last time I ever Loan you-—-

Brian opens the car door,

gasps as

Michael suddenly grabs him i1n a surprise kiss on the lips.

Beat.

BRIAN (cont’dal
What was that for?

(CONTINUED)
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MICHAEL
For giving me the whee.s out from under
you for no good reason other than --
you, love me.

BRIAN
You're pathetic.. And so's this car. I
have just enough time to get i1t washed.
{checking himself in the side-
view mirror)
How do I look?

MICHAEL
Like a million bucks.
BRIAN
Don’'t sell me short.
MICHAEL
Ten!
That’'s more like it.
BRIAN

Wish me luck.

MICHAEL
You don't need 1t.

Brian slides in the car, pauses, then pulls out a crushed
soft drink can from under his ass. He hands 1t to Michael --
then speeds off.

CUT TO:
INT. LIMBO 21
SHANDA LEER
And now, for my next number --
{(lip-synching)
“Are the stars out tonight, I don’t
care if it’'s cloudy or braight, ‘cause I
only have eyes for you, dear --"
CUOT TO:
INT. A FANCY RESTAURANT - DAY 22

Brian is huddled at the table having a power lunch with a
series of CLIENTS. The bodies in the chair opposite him
change, but the conversation 1s continuous. START ON Brian,
in a series of CUTS. (NOTE: His attire remains the same,
only the meal course changes.)

(CONTINUED)
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BRIAN
Because I consider you tc be my most
important client --

BRIAN (cont’a)
Because I regard you as my most
valuable account --

BRIAN (cont’aj
Because there’s no one wross cZiose,
perscnal friendship means rmcre to me
than yours --

BRIAN (cont'd)
I want you to be the first to know --
(2 nine-month pregnant pause)
I'm starting my own agency.

Now show the CLIENTS, in a series of CUTS, in the same chair.

CLIENT #1
(Ms. Eye-conic Optics
That’s great news, Brian --

CLIENT #2
(Mr. Brown Athletics
Congratulations, Brian --

CLIENT 43
(Mr. Frawley's Open Fire Steak
Houses)

Way to go, partner!

BACK TO BRIAN

BRIAN
It’s a big step, I know. But I'm
confident that by focusing on a small,
select list of clients --

BRIAN (cont’d)
I can deliver the same irnnovative
campaigns you’ve come to expect --

BRIAN (cont’d)
-- but with the personal attention only
a boutique operation can offer.

CLIENT #1
Sounds like a hell of a plan -~

(CONTINUED)
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CLIENT #2
If anyone can puil it ofi, Brian, you
can --

CLIENT #3
I like what I'm hearing, partner!

BRIAN
That’s why I'd like to put Zye-COnLic
Optics --

BRIAN i(cont’d)
Brown Athletics --

BRIAN (cont’a)
Frawley Open Fire SteakK nouses --

BRIAN {cont'd)
At the Very Top of my iist.

As he offers them a personal, heartielt smilie:

CUT TO:
223 INT. LIMBO 22n
SHANDA LEER
{her big finish)
“-- ‘cause I only have eyes for
yoooou!”
As she’'s rewarded with wild applause:
CUT TO:
23 INT. DEBBIE’S HOUSE -~ KITCHEN - NIGHT 23

Michael, Ben, Hunter and VIC are around the table eating
dinner ~- as Debbie serves and hovers. She hands Michael a
platter, with a loving smile.

DEBBIE
Want to pass the ziti, sweetie?

MICHAEL
Sure, Ma.

She kisses the top of his head.
MICHAEL {cont’d)
{aside, to Ben)

See how nice she’s being? That’'s how I
know.

(CONTINUED)
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BEN
What?

MICHAEL
She’s pissed. She’s just waiting for
the right moment, then --

(he gestures a smack on the
head)
-- WHAM!

(CONTINUED)
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The DOORBELL rings. Debbie goes tc enswer it.

DEBBIE
Right there —- !

vicC
(stopping her)
Will you sit down and finish eating
already?

29,
23

Follow Vic as he goes to the door, opens 1it, FINDS A MOTHER
SUPERIOR and a BOY in lederhosen, suspenders and a feathered

cap. Vic blinks for a BEAT, then:

VIC (cont’d)
Lindsay --? Mel --7

The others see them as they enter.

DEBBIE
Jesus Christ. What the 7ell are you
two supposed to be?

MELANIE
I'm Mother Superior.

LINDSAY
And I'm Frederich.

VIC
I can only dream of what perversions go
on in your house.

BEN
Let me guess: “The Sing-A-Long Sound of
Music.”

LINDSAY

It was a benefit for Peaiatric AIDS.

DEBBIE
I bet you worked up an appetite
climbing all those mountains! Come sit
down.

MELANIE
We didn’t come to eat. Hunter -- give
me a dollar.

DEBBIE
If you’re short of cash -- Vic, get the
tea canister.

(CONTINUED)
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LINDSZY
It has to come Zrom runmzT:so.

HUONTER
What for?

MELANIE
I petitioned the court To z7DCint mE
your guardian aa litum.

HUNTER
My -- what?

MELANIE
It means I can Iepresent 'S. &t LhE
hearing. Exple.n to tThs [.3je wiy Vour
mother shouldn’t get cu:stol’, &nd Wiy
it’s in your best 1nterest 1o LeEmain

where you are with Micheel anao Ben. So
what do you say?

HUNTER
(shoving the buck in le.cnie's
hand)
Fuck, yeah!

BEN
(to Michael
See, I told you we shou_G
right way --

[
)
'l

ol D

{
i)

DEBBIZ
Instead of taking off witnout Te..ing
your mother!

And she whacks Michzel on the heea.

MICHAEL
Ow! I told you!

DEBBIE
Now -~ who's for taramisu?

CUT TO:
24 INT. WOODY'S - NIGHT 24
FIND Brian and Justin, heving drinks &t the per.
JUSTIN

By the time you’'re done aec_msting n.s
client list, Vance’ll be &asxing you ifor
& job!

(CONTINUED)
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BRIAN
We’ll see.

JUSTIN
Stop being modest.

BRIAN
I was aiming for smug.

He turns to pay the BARTENDER. Justin has scribbled
something on a napkin.

JUSTIN
How do you like the name I picked out
for your new agency.

BRIAN
“Kinnetik.”

JUSTIN
With two n's.

Brian tries it on for size. Lires it.

BRIAN
Clever.

JUSTIN
It's genius!

As Brian rewards the genius with a kiss, RAMP TO Emmett,
sitting at a table alone, five empty Cosmo glasses in front
of him. As he sips his sixth, & HOT HUNK interrupts.

HOT HUNK
Excuse me, but i1f no one's sitting
here --

EMMETT

I'm very flattered you shculd ask, so
don’t take this the wrong way, but fuck

off.

HOT HUNK
I was going to ask 1f I could borrow
the stool.

As the Hunk grabs the stool, gives Emmett a glare:

BRIAN (0.5.)
Buy you a drink?

(CONTINUED)
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EMMETT

(without looking up)
I'm very flattered you shoulc &ask, so
don’t take this the wrong way --

He looks up, world-weary, sees Brian &and Justin.

EMMETT (cont’a;
Hello, boys.

BRIAN
Sorry, Miss Deitrich, I mistook you for
a friend of mine, Emmett Honeycutt.

JUSTIN
We’re going to Babylon -- want to come?

EMMETT
I'm not in the mood for men, muscles or
music. I prefer to stay here ana get
shit-faced.

He starts to get up, teeters, they catch nim.

BRIAN
You passed shit-faced about ten miles
back.

EMMETT

So I've had a few cocktails. Does that
qualify me for rehab? Besiaes, I've
already been there.

JUSTIN
Did you see Ted?

EMMETT
And you’ll never guess who's there with
him --

BRIAN/JUSTIN
(topping each other)
Liza? Robert Downey, Jr.?> Matthew
Perry? Ben Affleck?

EMMETT
Blake, the tweaked-out twinkie! Isn't
that great?

BRIAN
Some assholes never learn.

(CONTINUED)
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EMMETT

Oh, he’s learned, al. right. He’s even
gotten a degree. He’s & crug abuse
counselor! A few days in Doctor
Boytoy’'s care, and Mr. Schmidt 1s as
good as new!

(raising his Cosmo!
Well, let’s all drink to hkis remarkable
recovery.

CUT TO:
25 INT. MICHAEL AND BEN'S APARTMENT - BEDROOM - NIGHT 25

Michael and Ben make love. So into each other. So deep, so
passionate, so true. When they’ve finished, Michael

stretches out, satisfied -- as Ben nibbles on his ear.
MICHAEL
Stop -- you know that drives me nuts!
BEN
{(continuing innocent.y)
Does it?

(feeling Michaeli's dick)
Then how about we go again?

MICHAEL
That’d make -- three.

Ben pulls Michael into an embrace, xissing him, almost
devouring him.

BEN
God, I missed kissing you, holding you --

He opens his eyes ~- sees Michael staring at haim,

BEN (cont’'d]
What --?

MICHAEL
Just looking. You’'re so -- beautiful.

REN
You’re kinda cute, yourself.

MICHAEL

Sometimes I wonder why -- I mean -- how
you could ever love me.

BEN
What're you talking about?

(CONTINUED)
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25

MICHAEL

I feel like such an idiot. Running off
with Hunter the way I did. I should've
stayed here -- like you said -- instead
of putting everybody through “Mikey and
Hunter’s Excellent Adventure”. t was
so -- not cool. So -- immature. What
kind of message was that to send to a
kid?

BEN
Hold it -- just hold i1t. #hat you dad
was -- incredible.

MICHAEL
It was?

BEN
Not only do I admire you for having the
balls to do 1t, I'm actually kind of --
{confessing)
-- jealous.

MICHAEL
Jealous =--?

BEN

How you put Hunter’s safety above your
own -- without a second thought. I
wouldn’t call that immature. I'd call
that --

(searching, then)
Love. Listening to your heart, no
matter what anyone tells you. The same
way you decided to love me. 1I'd say
that was a very good message.

And as Ben takes Michael 1in his arms and they begin to make
love again:

CUT TO:

INT. BRIAN’S LOFT BLDG. - STAIRS/LANDING - DAY 26

Justin tears up the stairs, yanks open the door to DISCOVER --
no, not a naked trick, but -- something truly surprising.
His mother (JENNIFER), with Brian.

JENNIFER
It's a “special place”.

(CONTINUED)
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BRIAN
“Special” as in “unigue, fabulous, one-
of-a-kind”. Or “speciai” as in
“"There’re schools that can teach him to
dress himself”?

JUSTIN
Mom --7?

JENNIFER
Hi, honey.

BRIAN
Hi, honey.

JENNIFER

{back to Brian)
Special as in ~- 1t appeals to a
certain kind of person. A person who's
single, who doesn’t have cni.cren, a
person who --

(a beat)
Let’s face it , Brian. 1It’'s < fuckpad.

JUSTIN
Mom -- what’'re you doing here-

BRIAN
(to Jennifer)
So how much do you think I car get for

it?
JUSTIN
Get for what?
BRIAN
I'm selling the loft.
JUSTIN
What --?
BRIAN

It's either cut my expenses or cut my
wrists. I opted for the tiaier of the
two --

JENNIFER
{to Brian)
Listen, I'1ll call you later with some
comps -- we can set a price.
(she gives Justin a peck, then
to Brian)
(MORE)

{CONTINUED)
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JENNIFER (cont’d)
Oh, and -- I won’t be charging

comuission. After all you'’ve done for
Justin, it’s the least I can do.

Jennifer leaves. As soon as she’s gone:

JUSTIN
You’re not selling your loft! It'’s
your home!

BRIAN
Not for long.

JUSTIN
But I thought you were starting your
own agency -- that your clients were

going with you --

BRIAN
They turned me down.
{sighs)
The best laid plans of mice and ad-men --

JUSTIN
There must be some other way. A loan --

BRIAN
A hundred thousand dollars in debt and
unemployed? Not exactly a good risk.

JUSTIN
A job at another firm --

BRIAN
I got an offer. In Scranton. At half
my salary.

JUSTIN
Christ! You should never have liistened
to me.

BRIAN

I didn‘t.

(beat)
I listened to me. Anyway, 1it's only
four walls and a floor. &And top-of-the-
line appliances. And stainless steel
countertops. And imported Italian
fixtures --

JUSTIN

It’s more than that. It's where we
made love for the first time.

(CONTINUED)
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BRIAN
That wasn’t love. I gave yocu a ramjob
and fucked your brains out.

Justin looks at him. Finally:

JUSTIN
It was love to me.

Brian turns, looks at him for a beat. Then as he draws
Justin to him, kisses him:

CUT TO:
INT. DEBBIE’S HOUSE - KITCHEN - DAY 21
Emmett sits at the table, trying to go cver the books -- but
he’s too hung over. Vic whacks at some crab legs -- which

makes Emmett’s head throb more.

EMMETT
Vic --? ¥ic --! Do you have tc do
that?

VIC

Well, I guess we could give each guest
a claw and a straw and let ‘er suck the

meat out.
EMMETT
(holding his head, wincing)
What I need’s an Advil -- or & gun.
VIC
Someone had a few too many last night.
How about I wash the greens -- gently?

Emmett nods, gratefully, as Vic searches drawers.

VIC (cont'’d)
Where’s the fucking strainer? Can’t
find a thing in this goddamn kitchen!

Debbie comes in with the mail.
DEEBBIE
What'’s the matter with my goadamn
kitchen?
VIC

We had everything we needed over at
Ted's.

(CONTINUED)
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DEBBIE
So go to Ted's!

ViC
We can’'t go to Ted’'s!

EMMETT
(snapping]
Would you two, pleeeze”?
{then to Vic)
Make a list and I'l1ll pick everything

up.

38,
27

Debbie “mouths” to Vic: “What’s with him?” Vic “mouths” back:

“Ted”. Debbie shakes hew head, goes through the mail.

DEBBIE
“You have won the Sweepstakes”. New Q-
Mart opening. Fund-raiser for the
Center -- Chrast, another one? Oh,
look, Vic. A postcard for you -- from
Michelangelo.

EMMETT
That must’ve been lost in the mail a

long time.

VIC
Actually, we met at a faerie gatherang.

EMMETT
The Tony Awards?

vic
It’'s a group of gay men who gather in
the woods to rediscover our Spirat of
Joy.

DEBBIE
And get laid in the bushes!

VIC
Anyway, Michelangelo’s not his real
name. It’s his faerie name. We all
had ‘em. Mine was--

DEBBIE
Cherub!

(CONTINUED)
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VIC
I went right after I was diagnosed. I
was devastated. Didn't know how I'd go
on. So I swallowed my skepticism.
Turned out to be one of the most
healing experiences of my life.

DEBBIE
(after a beat, to Tmmett)
You know, honey, maybe that's what you

need.

EMMETT
Running around in the woocs with a
bunch of fairies? Thanks -- but I'il

stick to Advil.
As he pops one:

CUT TO:

EXT. LIBERTY AVENUE - DAY 28

Justin is walking on the rue de la Liberte with Melanie,
Lindsay and Gus. People are out, spirits are high, COUPLES
hold hands and kiss. SOMEONE seated at a street café is
reading the paper. The headline reads: “STOCKWELL
INDICTED”.

LINDSAY
“Stockwell Indicted”. Seeing a
headline like that restores my faith in
humanity.

MELANIE
Makes me want to buy shoes!

JUSTIN
Birkenstocks?

MELANIE
Manolo’s. But since we’'re saving up
for the new arrival, I’'1ll have to find
some other means to express my JoY.
As Justin watches a passing COUPLE kiss.

JUSTIN
And we all have Brian to thank.

LINDSAY
He's the Wizard of 0z!

(CONTINUED)
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JUSTIN
There wasn't any wizara -- and there
isn’t any “Concerned Citizens For The
Truth”.

(off their curious looks)
He paid for that commercial against
Stockwell himself.

LINDSAY/MELANIE
What --? No!

JUSTIN
Now he’s a hundred thousana dollars 1in
debt. He has to sell off everything he
owns -- even his loft.

MELANIE
I never dreamed I’'d be saying this, but
I wish there was something we could do.

JUSTIN
I tried offering him the money I made
from Rage, but he woulan't take 1t.

LINDSAY
He’'s too proud for that.

JUSTIN
So what are we supposed to do -- stand
around and watch while he loses
everything?

LINDSAY
It’s his choice.

Justin looks at her, dismayed and disappointed.

JUSTIN
“It’s his choice”? That's 1t? 1
thought you cared about him.

LINDSAY
I do.
{beat)
But I also know Brian would never be
beholden to anyone.

CUT TO:
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INT. FAMILY COURT - DAY 29

Pita Montgomery's petition for custocy. Rite, cressed
conservatively, is seated with her ettornev., LENDREY. Hunter
sits with his guardian aa litum, Melarle, &-cng with Michael
and Ben. Presiding 1s & no-nonsense L.ac_e-&gea female
JUDGE.

LANDREY
You have in front of yecu, Tour Honorx,
Mrs. Montgomery’s social wolzer’'s
report, including & PSYZACoCGLCal
evaluation, testimony IIor LEI niew
employer, a signea iesss oo ner
apartment rental, an &pprovea credst
card application --

HUNTER
(muttering)
Did he include her “Gir. Zcout beage”?

LANDREY
Hopefully, in reviewinc trece
documents, Your HKonor wi._. concur that
Mrs. Montgomery has teksn samirablie
initiative 1n OVerCominZ Severe
hardship -- so that James mey be
returned to her care.

HUNTER
Mind if I heave?

The Judge glares over at him.

MELANIE
Don’'t say another wora.

MICHAEL
Just sit there and shut u:s.

MELANIE
Your Honor --7

JUDGE
Miss Marcus --

(CONTINUED)
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29 CONTINUED:

The Judge

The Judge
gives her
look over

MELANIE

I don't mean to diminisn Ex
Montgomery's “edmiracle -

but you’ll also Iina
documents, aincluding her
stabbing her husbeana,
neighbors recounting

abuse, as well &5 a s
own son describing how
from the age of twelve on &
prostitution --
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RITA
That’s not true!

HUNTER
The fuck it’s not!

JUDGE
Young man, please allow your _awyer To
speak for you. That's whet she's being
paid for.

HUNTER
(muttering)
Yeah. A buck --!

MELANIE
Now she wants nhim back. Wwe_., I
contend Rita Montgomery is uniil to D€
James’ mother, and that 1t woulG Dde
detrimental to nis physicali and
emotiona. well-being to be returnead o
her so-called care.

takes & moment to glance =t the papers.

LANDREY
Your Honor, may I--

JUDGE
No, Mr. Landrey, you mey not. I'd like
to examine all documents in my
chambers. I'm calling a £ e
recess.

en minute

rises, makes her way out of the courtiroom.

attorney a dragon’'s glare -- then as she shoots a

at her opponents:

42,
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CUT TO:
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INT. TED'S CONDQO - DAY 30
Emmett has just entered the darkened conoo. (Curtains are
drawn, lights OFF. Not wanting tc waste any time, he heads
straight for the kitchen, turns ON the lignt, starts

gathering stuff,

EMMETT
Salmon poacher -- popover Den --
strainer --
(searching)
-- strainer, strainer, =ZTI&.ner --

TED (0.5.)
Under the sink.

Emmett screams, the poacher and the pen go fiying as he SEES
Ted sitting on the couch in the aark.

EMMETT
Jeeeeesusfuckingmaryanajosenh Tou
scared the shit out of me--

TED
Sorry.
EMMETT
(recovering)

I didn’'t know vou were iacx. Vic
needed some things, s¢ --

TED
Don‘t mind me. Just teke wiatever you
want and --

EMMETT

What are you doing here? Aren’'t you
supposed to be --

TED
In rehab? I left.

EMMETT
Kudos to your counselor. Thet must De
the fastest cure on reco:rac.

TED
What with the cost of heeith care these
days, they don’t like you t¢ lLinger.
In fact, they’'re thinking of putting in
a2 drive-thru window.
{no response from Lmweti)
(MORE)

{CONTINUED)
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As Emmett

TED (cont’d)
Don’t you think that’s funny? A drive-
thru window --

EMMETT
Yeah, Ted, you're a real scream. I
don’t know when I've ever haa more
laughs than with you.

TED
Then it must make you feel gocd to know
the last one’s on me. How I've managed
to totally fuck up my iife —-

heads toward the door:

EMMETT
Sorry, but I don’t plan pity parties.

TED
I'm not asking for your pity. I'm just
stating a fact.

EMMETT
Well, here’s another one. You're not
going to get better sitting on the
sofa. So why don’t you take your
sardonic wit and your superior, “I'm
not like those other losers” attituae
and get your ass back there!

TED
What for? So they can fix me? Well,
it's too late. I'm beyond repalr.

(beat)
I have nothing. No future, no friends,
no job, no lover -- so what's the

point? I might as well be aead.

44.
30

Emmett looks at Ted for a beat, his face registering Ted's

despair.

Then:

EMMETT
Then do it.

TED
What --7°

EMMETT

I said, then do it. Go on. Kill
yourself. You’ll be doing us all
favor. Only, don’'t be a man about it.
Be a queen.

(CONTINUED)
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30 CONTINUED: (2) 30

He guickly searches througn Tea’'s CD's, puts on the death
scene from “Tosca”.

EMMETT (cont'c,
A little mood muszc --

He goes over to the desk, picks uz & lztter opener, hands it

to Ted.
EMMETT (cont’'al
Not guite 2 dagger, butr Lt'’1 co -n &
pinch. 2nd the good n:sws s you Cén
finally be Maria Csllas. ?2.unge it
into your heart, like Tosca.
TED
Tosca didn’t stab herse.Z. ©5She jumpea
off a roof.
EMMETT
Even better.
(collecting his pots &nc pans!
Feel free to scream anc sing &s 10Ul és
you want. Noboay's Zistenirg.
As he exits -- leaving Ted alone:
CUT TO:
31 INT. FAMILY COURT - DAY 31

Recess is over. The Judge has returned.

JUDGE

Having reviewed all the documents,
there is no doubt, Mrs. Montgomery,
that alcohol ana drug zbuse, a5 well as
& violent homelife, mace you uniit to
give your son the proper care he
deserved.

(a beat)
Still, there is every 1ndicetion theét
you’ve made great strides to break free
from your past. It 1s 2iso my
overwhelming personal feeling that a
child belongs with its neturel parent,
as long es that tarent can provide a
safe, nurturing environment.

(a beat)
This court therefore, 1s willing to
give you a second chance Dy granting
you custody of James.

{to Hunter)

(MORE |

(CONTINDED)
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JUDGE (cont’d)
I hope you will also give your mother a
second chance.

HUNTER
There’s no way in hell I'm going with
her! 1I’'1l run away first!

JUDGE
If you do, young man, I will de forcea
to hold you in contempt.
(2 beat)
This court is adjourned.

She rises, starts to collect her things.

HUNTER
Ben!

MICHAEL
I knew this would happen.
{(desperate)
Mel --!

MELANIE
{to him, Ben and Hunter)
I'm sorry, honey. We did the best we
could.

Rita comes over to Hunter.

RITA
Jimmy -- baby -- 1it’s gonna be better
now. I promise.

A tense beat. Everyone wondering what Hunter's response will
be. Even the Judge pauses to watch this touching reunion.

HUNTER
(after a beat)
Sure it will, Mom. Can I give you a
kiss?

RITA
Well, sure, honey --

Hunter catches Rita off- guard by giving her a big kiss on the
lips. Michael and Ben can’t believe what they’re seeing.

RITA {(cont’d)
(surprised)
Jimmy --

Hunter smiles, then:

{(CONTINUED)

*
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HUNTER

Oh by the way -- I forgot to tell you.

I'm HIV-positive.

A beat. Rita stares at him.

46A.
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(CONTINUED)
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RITA
That'’'s not very funry, Jimmy.
HUNTER
It's true.
(re: Ben and Michsel
Ask them.
Rita eyes dart to Michael and Ben.
BEN
It's true.
Horrified, she angrily wipes her mouth, curses her son:
RITA
itte Zacgot. You

SV (]

You fucking dirty ]
trying to give it tTOo me

Then she notices everyone looking at her -- inciuding the
Judge. She regrets it instantly -- Sut 1t’s too late.
JUDGE
Ms. Marcus, Mr. Lancrey, m&y 1 se& you?
CUT TO:
EXT. LIBERTY AVENUE - NIGHT 32
y reet. Brian's

32
BErian and Justin make their way down Tne ST

glumly puffing on a smoke.
JUSTIN
My mom told me there’'s somecne who's

interested in buying ths loit.

BRIAN
Can’t wait

Couple of designer fairies.
to turn it into a Moroccan bordello.

As they approach Woody's:
JUSTIN
Let’'s go have a drink.

ERIAN

Better read the
"Benefit Tonight”

fine print.

He points to a sign:

(CONTINUED)
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BRIAN {(cont'd)
Another fucking benefit. Wonder what
worthy cause it 1s this time -- "Send a
Tranny to Summer Camp”?

JUSTIN
Come on!

Before Brian can refuse, Justin heads upz the stairs.

sighs, surrenders, FOLLOWS ham intc:
INT. WOODY'S - NIGHT
Shanda Leer is entertaining the packea crowd:

SHANDA LEER
(the big finash)
“-- Can’t forget, don’t regret what I
did for love. What I did for love.
What I did for -- lovel!”

Brian eyes the proceedings with disaain.
BRIAN

Some suckers can’'t wait to give thear
money away.

JUSTIN
It's for a worthy cause.

Brian

48.
32

33

Suddenly, the CROWD parts and Brian SEES practically everyone
he knows: Michael, Ben, Hunter, Emmett, Debbie, Vic, Rodney,

Melanie and Lindsay, who steps forward.

BRIAN
What the fuck’s going on --7

LINDSAY
We’'re having a little fund-raiser --
for a very special organization.
Perhaps you've heard of them -- "The
Concerned Citizens For the Truth”?
(off his total bafflement)
You see, they’ve made a significant
contribution to our community. They've
helped us and now we hear they’re in
need of -- well, a little he.ip
themselves. So, we -- the community --
would like to give something back. It
may not be all that they neea. But
it’'s a start.
{(handing him an envelope!
We’'re hoping you’ll accept this.
{MORE)

(CONTINUED)
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LINDSAY ({(cont’'ag)

(a beat)
On their behalf.

Everyone applauds.

Brian looks over to Justin,

applauds, obviously in on thais.

LINDSAY {cont'd]

Well, go on -- open 1it.

48A.
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who also

(CONTINUED)
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CONTINUED: 33

Brian hesitates, then opens the enve_cse. 7Thers’s a check.
He looks at it for z beat, &t al: trg Zaces stering at him,
waiting for haim to speak. Finelly:

BRIAN

I've -- uh -- only known "The Concerred
Citizens For The Truth” Zecr z short
time. But long enough tc krnow they
don't like accepting hanacuts -- I
mean, charitable donetions.

{a beat, then)
However, in this case I cusss I':1 have
to tell them that sometimes we can aii
use a little assistance. Sc they're
going to have to swallow tneir fucking
pride and just say --

(trying not to lose it
-- thank you.

As everyone applauds, starts to nuc and xiss a reiuctant
Brian, Shanda Leer comes forward ir e most Iabulous
creation. A pink SPOT hits her &s sne lip-synchs a classic
version of:

SHANDZ LzER
“When you're down &na ouz, —ift up your
head and shout, There’s gonne be &
Great Day!”

CUT TO:
EXT. LIBERTY AVENUE - NIGHT 34

The Woody'’'s crowd is leaving, coming aown the stairs. First,
FIND Michael, Ben and Hunter, followea by Lindsay and
Melanie.

HUNTER
The night’s still young. What do you
say we hit some after-hours clubs?

MICHAREL
Excuse me, young man?

BEN
You’ve got school tomoriow.

HUNTER

Christ, don’t tell me vou'’re going to
turn into my goddamn parents.

{CONTINUED)}
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MELANIE
{(giving him a poke)
Hey, you heard what the Jucge said.
You can live with Ben and Michael
provided you stay on your best
behavior.

LINDSAY
And we intend to keep an eye on you,
just to make sure you do.

Hunter rolls his eyes -- great! Now FIND Debbie, Vic, Rodney
and Emmett coming down the stairs.

DEBBIE
I knew I'd live long enough to see gay
marriages. But I never thought I'd
live to see Brian Kinney accept help --
and say thank you!

VIC
I thought I even saw a tear in his eye --
(to Emmett)
Didn’t you?

EMMETT
(mopey, distracted)
Huh --?

Debbie picks up on his mood.

DEBBIE
I'm worried about you, honey. That
famous flame of yours is just about
out.

VIC
What you could use is a generous
sprinkling of faerie dust.

Now FIND Brian and Justin coming downstairs.
Shanda Leer, out of drag, toting her gown and a wigbox,

breezes past them. He's actually a young man (DARREN), not
much older than Justin.

JUSTIN
Hey, Darren, Shanda Leer was great
tonight.

SHANDA LEER

It’s what I do for love!

(CONTINUED)
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He blows him a kiss, heads off. Brian and Justin walk down
the street, a few paces behind her.

JUSTIN
Now you and half of gay Pittsburgh can
sleep soundly in your bed, knowing the
loft is still yours.

BRIAN
Half of gay Pittsburgh can sleep
soundly in their own bed.

Brian puts an arm around Justin, pulls him close, as they
walk down the street. The CAMERA FOLLOWS them from behind.
But suddenly it veers off, FOLLOWS DARREN (SHANDA) instead,
as he turns the corner, walks alone down a darkened street.
Suddenly, THREE GUYS get out of a parked car, block her way.
Shanda tries to turn back, but they stop her. As we HEAR the
vintage vocal of “It’s Gonna Be A Great Day” while they beat
the shit out of him:

FADE OUT.



