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Uil SEOT -

The inwvacders n22ave oS
humiliate. Scme pur
while others =ramzls
Throughcus, Magan's

of defiance.

AT THE CR==ZX - ETLL

')
i
£
0]
}o

AT 3J SEANTY
as cne of the
0 a sucgor=zin
horn, wheels Qis 1
sulls taut =-- tae
laths.

o
LU
wOoOHG

THZ EORSZMZN -

AT
-

MINING

£ czme =2 kill, merely %9 .Rha
sue =he fleeing miners up o
=ns eguipment le2It Zehind 2
dog narzangues =hem in 2 smal
SARRET

sluice-zcx znd =he cnrusiin
2 a scvshe, swings ZIutilely
fxom =he zight as, simul:zan
zast Izem the la2it -- demoll
: L]

ers swifzly ties cne end oI
ghz, securss the other end t
se 2ad spurs the animal away
anty collacses in a pile <2
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‘canyon, ceax down <n LINS. Twe szillnmass 2F zhe Rnining
colony expleces wizh SHCUTS ==a PIUNDING oI hcgves.
WHIP DAN =5 Mecan as ner 3cg Sclis away frzm her siie --
s3ces =swari =2e C.3. acrsemen, cDaxking Snrilly.
MEGAN
Linsev!
Droppiag her suckat she gives chase.
HIGHE ANGLE = CAR3CN CAICN
The miners scatctar in all dirsctions as Ine mzxzuding he
reach =he outskiz=s oF =he colonv, famning out. Thelis 3
Zirzed skyward, schc frcm the sloges.
ZXT. WESZZLZIR SEANTY - DAY
as SARAT WESSLER, Megan's mozther, 2ashes INTO VIZW Szenm
The pallor of Zf2ar drains the blscnm Zrom her aziIzactive
vear-ocld fage as ner eves rake the terzaln.
SARAS
Macan??.!

'd--' - -

- —atamas ¥

i -

- m -

- - e -
33 AlC
pu— -— -~ - -
migged =
g meen o
—2 <T2:2
. e
2’ ism=
Y S ——— N
T -y S S
aoree, o
“ -
3 LoT=2
-y .
si7, 2
- - - -
g =2

[

u oA

iy -
0
3

(9]
0

(19

b



T

2 . ig et . &
Seedlass 5 zcerscnal ha-m she dashes tiaIcugh tne <entsaI oo
) - ) ; , POt : ;

the Zray in cthe directicn of tna C.5. Ddazxiag <S¢

SARAS
== as she sees Megan, Screams in terrdr --

SARAH
Megan! X

NOTSZ anmé cenlusicn crowéing her sanses, she Sclis Irzcm zhe
porch of her shanty -- dirsctly inTd zhe zatix 2% an cnesming
horseman. 2t “he Last possibls mement she 7ivVOTs, RICWS
hersel? protectively against the wall of the shancty 25 ths
horseman callops &tarough aer clothesline. IFresily launcered
shirts and pinafores scatter liks bright autumn leaves...

...even as =he 0.3. dog's defiznt vapping abruptly chances
sisch: becsmes an agoaized, 2ar-chilllng lament.

.

TULL SECT - TIZ EORSIMAN - TEI MINING Cu

The riders' Zorav has carriad them Zhrzsugh the colicny. Now,
their math of derrsda=icn fehiad tham, =Zhav convens 2T tnhse
downstream enad of the canyon without breaking st-ide. The
SOUND of the wailing 2cg centinuas OVIR SEOT as CAMERN 2FANS

the marauders down =2e creek and away.

BOLD un+til they are OUT CF VIIW; then --

TULL PANNING SEOT - TE= SLOPES A3CVZ T=EZ CREEX

as “he dazed inmhasizants of Cazten Canyon emerge Izcn hiding
or pick themselves up Ircm the dirt, recover scactersc tzols
and hats. 20COM IN t2 a particular scint on the bank oI the
creek where Megan kneels besicde the silant, crumpled sody ¢

her dog.

~

ON MEGAN

taring down at the lifslsss animal ner calld's angulsh
battlias with a2 weman's - :
and blcodied Z2czm iz her
of solace, scme zarticle
nists...

' eseeches scme xi=d
scocnition Zrom zhe othar colo-
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[
3
)
n
N
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ZEZR 0V - DANNING 3ECT
v eeZUS Rer plizht gtes unngsticed; nes Irsiands z2nd 2 nge
nave zheir own shatsered lives 2o zsollecz. A sanse a=
hangs neawvy in tThe 2ir as the men stare Rollow-2ved Yal
3hantlies, a= The zzzken 2culipment which liss scazze o
the muddiss zanks oI the creek.
RESTMZT MZGAN
-= 3as 1t comes 22 her =haiz n2 2cne is abls or willing <2 nelo.
mhe dcg in her arms 1s 2 mesaphor oI the larger =razedr,
CAMERA TRACKS as she star%s mezhcdéically tsward the slicre.
As she goes, Sarah INTERS SHCT, 3.G. -- meves guickly ZIorward
0 comicrs ner c:;ev.“; daughitar, ané then pulls up. Thecs
is no cemfcort she can giv
MEW ANGLZ
CAMER] SECCTS tarsuch +the Srzsnt line ¢ txees soward Mecan a3
she ascends :zhe slope, gains the shelizer o the Zorest, Ze-
neati a spruce in T.G. she Xngels, zlaces the <inv cofzse 2=
the grzund and commences the excavatiocn ¢ 2 dog-sized grava
in the sciz, rislding muleh. In a moment nzer Zfeelings Iind
expression: sorzTew and angry nistitermess commingled in a zTraver
i METGAN

The Lord is =y shepherd, I skall

nct want...bus I o want...
LIS SLCWLY WITZEDRAWS Zrom #he sathetic Zuneral and iss yo::n-
£ul er o: T:;T:YC SXYWARD =zhrzugh %he grzen catisdral < he

-.-,.ES. LY

]

Vast sn
awesome. ..

w=clad

MZCAN 0.S.
(centinving)

He leacdeth me &

waters. Ze res

escbus thev il

TLL PANORAMA - TEZ HIGE SIZRRAS - DAY

aks assault the atmesghers ¢ time, matestic,

MEGAN V.0.
(continuing)
Yea, b“ou,“ T walk *H-o"gh the
valley of the shadcw ci deaczh,
I shall fear no evil...dut I as
afraid...

w0
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Please?

Amen.
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mis fishing-zola wish the wagen's zassage. Teor a2 mcment o2
impressicn i3 2F 2 wvisval reslav 22 zhe prescedling SHOT:
Teddy lcoxks up 2t Hull witd cenign Ircglixke crin.
TEDDY
Quictin', Mr. 2azr=x?
. JULL
(dazrkly)
Just going ©o. town, Teddr.
TZICY
Ain'+ #hat kxinda dumk, Mr., 3Barret?
Bull shcots him 2 leeck; the wagon =clls on.
EXT. WHEZILER SEACX - CN Sarag - DAY
CAMERA CLOSZ as Sarah stocrps 40 cather a torn and dirtied
blouse frcm zhe eaz=h. Adding it ko the sciled armlcad wizl
which she is al-eady zurdened she rises, rsacts wizh alam
at the sight 97 zull's buckbcarz travalling downstrezam, 2.3,

SARAE
Hull?! '
Though her wvcice 1s loud enough L0 carzy to o, =2
not =urn. 2icking up her nem, sSne Tuns dSwnsSidpe ln nis

irecticn == her laundrv scatters in the breseze.

SARAT
: Hull 3a-ret! You stop that wagon!

WITSE =EULL - TRAVELING s5zZC7T

Ignoring hexr 2lea, Hull 4

ater
rath o his Suckzocazd as Saran
pace,

SARAH
Eull, you're not going ints town.

I won't let you!

EULL
. s
(mildly)
'Preciate your cgncera, Saralh.

SARAH
Lahodd's men will ke 4sheare!



Ze pulls back

Ze shoots her
bazh nhas hits

: HULL
Somezedv's goT =2 &c scmatihing.
———— - - ————
SARAE
(£ervently)
3ut why wou?
- —
HULL
(quiezly)
Guess I'm =he ¢nlv Zfccl whe wanis
£o stick it cus, ners, Sarzll.
Looks liks everycne 2lse 13 rceady
To guis.

Then l=t zZhem! We should all
quit =-- give Lahcodé what ne wanss.

This patchh of zued's not werza vour
getting hurt again.

. EULL
This pazzh cf zud's all wve geot.
. SARAE
(emzhatically)
I swear, iZ anything 2apgens =3
you in tcocwn, =

in 12 nave
you again!

+

on tha -eins;

{simply)

That's a3 pre=tvy s<rsng ctreomisa Zor
scmecne who aasn':s a2greed LT TarTy

a man ve=:.

=
=y - s
- -

Any+hing you want

SARAX
No.
(subkdued)

It's not Zhat I don'4 appreciacs
all vou've done Isr Megan and =e,
Bull. I just =-=-

HULL

{(a centle inkerxrustion)

Aprraciation's a fine thing. I&
just never did much to kx=2e3 a nan
warm ¢cn a 1ong winter night, is all.



e — cal et e e .

- 10 -

B - ‘- = m - 1 = o *Te -
Be clucks =2 ~is horse, zhe wagen lurches Iorwvard., Wizl
’ k]
thae burifen ¢f ner swn indecision thus =hrist uzen nex, 3aral
hangs sack. TRAVELING LINS STAYS WITH HZIR as o2 suskocarsc
. ) v , - Tas Tl oyema 2= OAUTIDN T -
Xeeps coing, H0LIS cn ner mcozicnlass Iigure as CAMERA RZ
TREATS, &then --
CUT AWAY TC:
DAY INTERICR
, . . T e s 52 ‘2 = ..
Eight wears old, cocndéemned 2y oZr2eding £o a llZe S velwet
knickers and zlush sow =iss, IBEINZTI2 2I2XIN Zuriively groges
< - . - . - - . 3 - -
in a tall glass jar ané st2als cne oI tie myTiad cancy canes
: - b 3 S - - s e = - S = S - < mam v
within., Whirling to escace with nls l..-gotIan galns e Ii5s
i - eSS :
smack ints a sullalo mackinaw.

ANGLE WIDINS as Zkenezer stazes guilsilvy up at she man Ia the
mackinaw. == Cabriel.

We sense ==e elements o2 defiance and shame in <he ey until,
beneath Gasriel's solamn leock, 2e zZhzus<s 2 handé in a velvet
pccket, plunks 2 cogper genny on the countar neas tihs candy
jar, and scurziss CUT CF SHECT. We ars =-

its low tres=le esunzer and handiul ¢f hand-hewn stsols,
the place 13 rart ol a larger emperium which we cannct SIZ.
Zis mackinaw still suttoned sight azcund 2is zeck, Gabrial
eases aimsel? Sown cn 2 stool. 3Benhind the counter, M3 3TANK-
INSEI?P =urns frcm ner breadkeard, sess nim. Tifsy, a plump
oink-cheeked samzritan, she removes her nands Ircm a mound
S

of br=ad dcugh 2né towels cham 2

Mornin', stranger. Welccnme
Lahcod, Califarmia =-- only 3
cn earth tihev cut n
down to thrse: Wiater
August. == What'll

GABRIZL
Just coffse, thanks.

CUT AWAY TO:

ESTABLISEING SHECT - LAHOCD MAIN STRTIT - DAY

The "=own" consists of halsf a dozen bBuildings on 2 sincgle
muddy stre=ch oI earth: Main Streez. A xmile ¢II hegin :the
foothills; shrouded in mist Cevondé them ar-e =he toweri:n
white battlmenss from which Gabrisl descended.
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the hitching rzil suzside 2 particsulax buililng wWicse -a-se
front Zears =he inscripsicn: 3lankensnis Mersantila. A .3ne
gelding alz=zdy stands zatisracd therls.
rite 2 . ; . PR = :
201D as Zull orings nis zig T a2 stop, ge2ts Sowm IITm Lt and
nizohes =ne rains =5 the rzil with an agprefens.ve g-ancs TT
ACRCSS T=E= STREZT
-= where we SII =ne =own's largest sitzucturs, 2 TWC-STIIY
offize-waraacuse surmounzed oYV & 31§01 tzat reads:
J. X. LAZCCD & SCU
; 3 f Q J ==
Mining & Smelcinc
P p } - < v - - : LR Ld 1 -
On the gorch beneath iz zhree ROUSTAZOUTS idly locunce. Lahcod
employees, they stare cgenly TOWARD LZNS, mutser €2 sach otaer
conspirastsorilv. We may or may not reccgnizZs them as nemners IS
the tand =hat izvaded Caxteon Canyon easlier.
- -
RESTME EULL
3 s 4 ! . 3 - s 1 i i - -
His face a zrim mask, he 24ds 2 proTactive cCLove LI ST a2
reins as we SZZAR a chorus of snicgers IXcm =2 men ac0ICsSs Tne
street. We NOTT a wa=2ring =rsuch immediately adjacent I e
- 3 : ) ;- s - 5= A
aisching zail == a bucket hanging Izcm a peg at 1IS sia=.
. b’ ~e t- - b bt -
INT. SLANXENSEI?'S MERCANTILZ - Cay¥
- - « : -t - - — - m geTepamn T, e -
Seatad on a s<col behind zhe haxdwars councer, JID 3IANKZNSEI?
Wwatches Hull's apprcach farouch the wizndow I nis stors. S1XTY,
wearing shirzsleseve cartars ané an accsuntant's viscr, LIS
: : -, : - : e N AU
hushed re2primand beliss 2 man ol fasic Christian Cecencozs:

BLANXENESED?
v (with Full's antrance
Damn fcol. Couldn't vou walz 'til
the smckes clsazsd aweay?

,L: *
(a forced necnchalance)
Af=ernceon, M-, 3. We seem £ need

a few suzplies.

BLANZXZIIS

A whole new camp, th

{shakes his he

Zcu got sand, bov,

got khe sense God
beans.

o jv
r~

46 M ol

veu ain'z
a sack o=z

(]
fu
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TN
. ZULL
Don't Rava much chsice. They
suined cThe McPasrscn zhack,
busted up a2 couplz ctihars. IZ
it raineé, the ghildrsn would
gcasch thelir Z2atlis.
Ze begins assembling the items Zfoz which he made the =i
a process whish continues as they sgeakx. FirxszT, 3 Ioo-
rry constructicn pager...
BLANXEZNEEDI?
I 'spect vou're gemna pay Ior
all of this in gold, zight?
- T
o
Yup. Soccn's I put togsther 2
coupla ounces, I'll bring 'em in.

[

Blankenshis vanks 2 hazd-back ledger Zzom a2 shell zehind
Zlips i% cren.

) SLANR=VNSEZ?
o~ ‘ It'll take 2 damn sight mere'n
. a couple cunces. Last zayment

you folks mace was...
turns a page)
...2ight months zco, wasan ol!
Linguist brought in ais dusz.
)

(looks up
Ever occuxr £5 vcu "e'e
no color la2£f: in Carck

IULL
IZ there wasn'“, why's Lahoed
set on drivia' us ouz?

3LANXZUSED?
Maybe he just ain't used to
bein' said 'no' to.

Well, there's colzcr. Yugge=s,
too. Spider panned crne out =his
morain' -- big as vcur thumznail.

Spider Cznway?
(cuzcklv rafsrs £2

4 his ledcer)
L You tell that son of a bitch I've
3 got him dewn fZcr eighiv-Zive
‘. dcllars andé thir-ty-tarese cents.



T
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EULL
(adding 2 zizy tecztle
to his supzliss)
Forev=-thr2e cancs., 22 wanzad
scme a=-senic =2 blzach 2is dusc.

BLANXZENSHI?
That Lears ii! You %ell Sgider
and the rest of 'em that this is
the end o the lLine. The z=22:t's
gone éxrv. No mcre crediz, r'leax? .
Zull ¢rins, 28ds 2 zoll cf cileclorlr, =wo small sanes < zla
and sevezzl 2 x 4's %2 =he pile. lNew, 3icking ur as much as
he can handle, nha szarws Icor the docr.
. . EULL |
You'zes a decent man, Mz. 3. You
Xnow that I -- we all appraciaze --
SLANXINSEZS
{wavas a nand)
Con's coddle me, sen., I ain's
doin' <his Zor wvou. Hell, I'z
- the ¢only merchant ia zcwn that
Lahceod écesn't own. Cces mv soul
gcod to sae a faw cther +horms in
his aide.
HULL
Well, cne davy we'll his it big,
and when %thatz hagpens I'll zav
you ¢fZ myseli, With interestz.
Ze ozens zZhe Zcoor Lo laave.
BLANXZIVNSED:
Darre:s --
(as 3Full *tuzxns
- a warning)
You get vour cocds in the wagen
and skedaddls. Just kesep movia',
no matter what thev say.
Ee neds toward the windew =-- “cward Lahocd's men cutside and
0.S. Eull meets his caze, ncds understanding =-- tlen susihes
through the d¢zor. CAMIRN HOLDS BRIZFLY cn 3lanxanship, then
PANS to reveal =-- hitherso hissden Zrom the Zzont oI tha

store -- Ma Blankenshiz's kitchen...

es.and Galbrial 322:2fd 22 the countz2r: an lnadver<ant cbsexrer
20 the scene iust ccncludad.

-
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the wagcon

-

AT w7 WY

A2IGLE WIDENING
‘—
=

egins =22 <i

- ]

-~
~

- -

cerem = s mapemem -
AZ22 - ZULL & RCUSTABCUTS

L= \ ' % b - - e “ - -
CAMERA SECCTS PAST 4he snoulders o tTihs Ta2e [en as neYy
- 1 - - [ - I3 - - E E - -~ - -
stride acrsss Main Streerc zzoward thi2 zugXIcars. Slancling

. -, o o s _ .
up, seeinc zhe agproaching men, Zull redoubles thie speec of
his wozk.

MC GZLL
: (a challenge)
) We got a beei with you, Barzret.

MC GILi ==~ Lahocd's Zpreman, a buxly azan oI fozty -- wears
a broad-Zfaced grinz of derisicn. Eis companions axes JAGOU and
TYSCON. =-- Zull says nothing. ]

3RIZF CUTAWAY - SLANXENSEIZ?'S DCOR

SECOTING FRCM WITEIN, the dcor is Zarkened v Zazrial's
sheoulders as he moves INTO SECT chers, pausing.
2ACX TO SCI=
Sull methedically unhisches 2is herse, silently clixzks ontd
the seaxz o the buckbcazd. As the zhrse men artive zlcncsids
~ MC GILZ
When we reoda through the Canven
this moraing, you plumb S=rges
to say hrells.,
SAGOU
We +£2lé& you %o stay ocut of Lown
a while back, tco.
TYSON .
(when HZull savs nothing)
I rememter %zhat., Last time ae
come =h-cugh. 'Stay cuta zown,'
vou saié. Then vou kicked ais
head. Must've zopred 2is Temory.

JAGOU
Maybhe we xicked 2im againa, it'd
all ccme back.



e . e 2P 4 ey i e T FnN

Tighz~ligeed, =ull s3tiflss the urge =2 whip tn2 ralns,
With tas =roucgh and nisching rail direc=ly in Ironc 0Z nizm,
+wo men on cne sife and MeGLll on the ozher, thers Is D
escage. Jagcou l2ers up at nim, close encugh L5 graz :the
Teins in any case.

JAGQU
Yow abcut them Wheelar weman,
Barret? You aump zhe growed
one, ¢r vou aump '=2m ZotRk?

|2 &4 : p § wla & - [ RN

Hull's fist zightens cn &he reins == 215 -ace SCes nazo Wi
1 - : - - - - | -

real Zurv. Seeing his reacticn, Jagou chucklas.

JAGQU
That litzle crne's j
knickers, ain'+t she
she's juicy as a ZIc

Zull remaias zigid, Zfigheing to conszcl 2 rising sags that

b
all sut magkes 2in tr-emble.

What's it “ake to get you cown
0ff 4hat sezt and Iig like
man, 3azzat? ~-- We zave
vour gcods again?

(parely contxollac)
I didn'z come here %o Zigh=.

That's what's
you and zhe T
squattars. Y
none of you.

wIrong wizh vou --

st ¢f them zin-pan

e
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5
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.
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t

Seeiag the supplies, McGill grins.

T _ MC GILL
Not much hers but tarsager and
“ : wood == gcoé makin's Zor a ZIis
} right, becys?
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FLASE CUT - 3LANXENSEHEI?'S DCCRWAY
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- ey “ r - - ~ - . - Y - RAL
Jageu and Tyscn AD LI3 agresemens, MIZIll wizihndraws 2
sulpnur meteon Ifcm a pecika2s, STIikas LT o2n the2 sids gl ozhe
N - b -3
bucktcari, A3 it Zlares:
-

So saving, ae Ilips 4he masgh conto ithe oil-clezfh. Inszan-

tanecusly Zull scramblas over zRe ouckbeazi’'s s=2at 0 ex-

tingu's; the Ziame, Dus z2s he dces, McGill grascs 1is anklas
and pulls :

LOW ANGLZ - EZULL

as, powerless £0 breax 2is 211, the fuil weighit o his =zcév

slams cnto the side of the wagen and LZumblas 2o the dize of

Main Street

Eantv. Simulianeously --
vmdi—t -

A HAND

heavrr wocden buckat hancing az the zwrsuch.

(0]
[0
’-l.
N
®
[h]
!f
3

2 TEEZ WAGSY 23D

», . - - . "’: . > 3 » - - S b = - -
Water Zxc So2 DUcCKetT Qouses g Loclplant Il with a ZIsE.

TEE MEYN CN T== GRCUCND

.

¥

s et e el 2 as
I3 Wil nelr Jilstes.

eat !

[§)

Pinning Zull Zown, %“hev savagely

I3

Then with 2 si ckaning C-R-A-C~-X! the buckat swings dcown INTO
TRAME against the back of Jagou's neck.

Whirling, Tysen and McGill stare uswarzd in surstrise 25 --

TEZ 3UCKIT

arss through <he air -- CAMZRA TOLIOWING IT OCWN -=- ané
smasfies Tyson's nat down cn his skull. The bucket splinzars
with impac:t, and --

,
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Twis laconic an
2

édivalsa his =

(a shrug)

Guess I nadn': =zhcughs abcut Iz,

After what vou did back 2nere, I
wouldn't stav in town, iI I was
you. My cabin's got two Icoms.

You're welccme to cne o 'em.

- GABRIZL

Thanks, ou= I woulda's want <2
be a burden on youx Zamily

IULL
Cot a fizncee, is all. 3ut she
and her daughter h12ve 2 place of
nair ewn. It'é be 2 pla2asure,

rot a burden. Thrzee n0ts and a

cot is tha least I cwe You.
Gabriel deliberates briefly, shugs.

GAS

Secunds cced.

Delightad, Eull grizns.
cuT TC:

EXT. CAR3CN CANYCN - DAY
PANNING LINS enccmpasses :the length of CarZcn

EULL O.S.
That's my slace, thaere == ughil
from thac :.‘a.nefa cussad souldar.
You'll finé water and shaving
gear inside. I'll tell Sarzh =--
my fiancee -- there's an extra
mouth =0 Zfeed. <
at hcme.

CAMERA TILTS DOWN, PICXING TP the
board, Gabriel =

223 Veemg =~
Zallure <
- P .
2Z.C2a. -CCXK.

~ -
Canvern. ..

=3
Tust make 'rou.se"‘

zrogzess of Zull's buck-
riding alongside, 2s zhey ccme abrsast oI 3



ula downsztr=am.

]

sot whe leads his heavilv-laden :
3
ULRIX LINDCUIST

HULL
(a £zewn)

- g v o= -
Pifty, Lindguist's accen

Scandinavia.

ot
.l
(7]
"
]
¥y
3
.l
(r
1$)
=l
o)
({1
of
(6]
)
(1]
n
(]
LN
)
.l.
[/

LINCQUIsT
Just goin'. Gettin' ouk.

ANGLE HEOLDS, Rull bringing his wagon to 2 sitsp; and as thev

pass --

EULL
Wners tha neall :0? .

LINDQUZIST

Awavy. Can't Zight nc =mer
e

And without aneother word he zroceeds wiztih his muls CUT C
Zull stares alter tie depariting Sweds.

Ol=ixk...?!

) LINDQUIST 0.S5.
Goed luck, Eull 2arzret. Tor'll
cuit, too, i you're smaz=t.

Tellewing <“he man's retreating 0.5, figures with 7is eves
Zull shakes his head in silan+t disagtointmenz, Zhe LINS
IN on Ga=mriel, guietly watching nim unzil we:

ZEDRCCM = CN GABRIZL - DAy

INT. ZUZL'S CA3IN -

CAMERA STARTS CLOSZ on Cabriel's shiriless back: we SZZ a
¢ircular zattarn of five individual scaxs. Long healad, zhe
wounds are round, each a palf-inch in preadsh and avenly
spaced one frcm another. The circls thev Zorm is roughly
eight inches in <iameter, ané =hough it seems uncannv that

a man should have survived such muzilaticn, Thev ars -- un-
cuestionablvy =-- bullet-nholes.

CAMERA SLOWLY WITHDRAWS. 3Sunlight through 4he dusty pane of
the tiny zoom's only window Zalls acxoss Gabriel's face as



’;’f-‘.~‘~

- 21 a
he shaves in f-zns o2 2 small zorcken mizsorn, zlving zlhe
razer wizh lang, sur2 strokas That striz the lazthared
whiskers Zrom %ae zlanss and angles ¢ his ZIace.
With the muted C.S5. SCUMND ¢f a Zfeminine voice, Rls ayas move
to the windew, ANGLE SEITTING TC S=CCT tarougn the duszty
glass. Thus filzered, we 3EZZ %he approaching Iigures ciI
Sarah and Megan; they cazrv a olack ircn <et:ile setween Iian
Twin images of agpealing innccence, =hey are unaware oI Ga-
briel’s and CAMEIFA'S scruziny.
ANGLZE SEITTS 3ACX 4o Gabrial, His gaze lingers brisily on
the 0.5. women nelfsrs ra2turning <2 nis cwn rellactad lnmage
in the scrap of mirzor. 2lade poisad tc resumes sikaving, oe
ramains moticnlass, ztaring...a Ziscant sadness ia Ris eves.
ECLD a lecng teat, then --
JCMP 7C:
INT. ZULL'S CA3IY - MAIN RCCM - DAY
CAMEZRA CLOSZ on Megan as she places Zorks and slates arzgund
the split-zcard tazls, azrzaging zaem ust se. Zevend, wa
SEZ =he door that lsads 2o the adjacent rsem: it is Prasanctl
shut. As ANGLZ WIDENS Sarzl is rewvealsd tzanding the Xe:z=ls
which sizmers cn Zull's wocd-zurning stsvae, wnlils Zull him-
sels is cacing and effusive --
HULL
(mid sentance)

.+.the way Re waded in%to McGill

and his men =-- vcu shgould have

seen hia.’

SARAS

He scunds no diffarxant =han McGill

r Tyson == &z any oI Lehocd's

roughnecks,
She liZzs the ket:tle Zrzom the stove 4o the tabla, egins
ladlinc stew inzo ccwls as --

Aac l
What

they

Are

ZULL
sas% he wasn's afraid o=
we need up hare 1s scmec

can's scare.

MEGAN

vou scared o

Wames—
SAR3H
Be should he, but 2a's <20
fired stubcorn.

~
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Exascerated,
shelZ, £2inds

=3y

w

Cae . - ———— . ——AT S - -

o HULL
3ut I was ~-=- zhaz's z<he zoint,
mhev had me scar=d, and zhev
knew i=. Lanocd's got us all
scared,

(sligh= zeaz)
Cn my way in Srom “own I gpassed
Olrik Lindguist, riding ou=. XHe
didn't aven Xnow whera n2 wzas
going == 'Just grning', he salid.

SARAZ
{scbezly)
The colonv's teaten,
only one who <oesn’': kiew
you. '

(a small manifssto)
And me. I'm net leaving uncil
Lahood's men are whigped --
everv last one < them,

Sush, Megan.
(ko Eull)

See what vou're doing, =Sull 3azret
She talks mors lika wvour Zdzuchzar
than mine., T=2ll her it's ncnsense
this business of Zizhzing Lzaaced.

seus Iighting?
SARAE
ot s

You éid, talkiag accuz
(waves the spcon az .
the clesed cedrcem éceor)

== this stranger, What is 2e,

gunslinger?

— D

takas dcwn a
-

of shct-glasse

117

zair
ZULL

I half hope he is. I

hell chip in an ounce 22

Sor a little prctaction.

SARAH
(contentiously) -
Prom a hired killerz?

‘dm
e

)
3

th

this leap of logic, Zull

L}
4

a
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She furisusly tegins 29 smpty the 2owls oI szew back ot

the Xer<ele wnhila Hull sets down nhe Zozwzls and zhe untoucnied
irinks cn =he %2a=ls, su=s 2is 2rms around Ter in a concilia-
torty embrace. Tha words Zly zhick and Zaszt:

H

cromise. I --

SARAH

ZCLL

Sure, =ight 2fter surver, I'1l --
, SARAd
-= Yow. Mot aZ<er sugper. MNow.

Their heads zurn guigkly <oward the SCUND 22 =--

TEE 3EDRCOM CCCR

as it cvens Zzom withia, Gabriel, aiaus als mackizaw, is
a =all silhouesttsz in the shadowy docrwav.

Hope I'm not Zhe cause 0 all the

=3
excitement, neras.

Za takes a stap forward, ints ths roem. His glanze Zal
on the liquor which rsczoses cn the tacle, and wizh 2 no
gratitude:
GABRIZL
Don't mind iZ I do.

Ee lifts %he shot-class, drains zhe whiskav a+ a2 gulp.

.

Be wears ne cun == bHus +he dark wocl shir= 2né =uzmed-arcund
white cz2llar 0f a zrsacaar.
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Acutelyv sel

R N

- 24 -
saxN
- SARRT AND HULL

<

4 stunnad.

lzwers

, Wile=cpen sta

Z-cocnscicus

taches hersel:

Ze cazch

zhe shot-g

1
e c

Neothing like a shot of whiska:
to whet a man's ar
(indicates katzl

a
Fine-lccking Zricassee you've
cookad uz there, ma'zm. Zon's
want to lez 1% get ccld.

Py
woza 2o
=11

Zrom Eull and

I apolegize. I zZuess I...Z
mean I didn't realize..,

HULL
(hu=bly)
I'll ze damn==—-

atches himsels, clears ais thrzat oI %he =2la2
3oth adulzs ars non-plussed: smbarrassment Srava
a ground fog. GExgert Ior--
MEGAN

A

Wwho, rsgaining her wias, almost f£alls over herse
for the ladle == hastily spooning staw zack in<s
conveying one of them zo Cabriel wiith £he breazi
of an urciin at the service of a raiah.

ANGILE WIDENS as she stands
Gabriel rewards r wi

MEGAN
There...ané nere's
«..82lt...oney Zor zh
+e.anéd...ané...you waant
else?

scme biscu
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GASRIZL
Well, mavte scme comzany. Zeen
a mon=h since I sharad mv supcer
wisth arvbhzng Zut a acrse.
(£ Bull and Sarzi)
You Zolks joi. us?
MEGAN
M3? Eull?
All energy and willingness, she lacdlass sta2w., GaZzial zakes
a seat, 2is mevement 23factively sSreaxking the zrznze I chae-
grin and ast :n;s.m ns that paralyses =ull and saran.
SARAE
Why...cZ course.
(nervouslv)
dew do vou éc? And thank you Zcr
vyour Relp on Hull's teralZ <his
morning. I'm Saran Wasgeler., ==
. My da“gh:ar, Megan.
Py ! GA3RIZL
Pleasecd 4o nmeet vou. -
JULL
(chokad)
Guess I xinéd 2f got carzziad away,
threre. Tha way vou handlad thcse
A men in tocwn... I zever weuld'va
thought vou'é 2e 2 --
MEGAN
(izt=*’"::;:= - %2 CGabri=i}
Will vou say Grace
She cossessively takes a2 seat teside =2im in an as=itués of
gray2r. An awkwari beat. Cakriel lcoks incuiringcly at
Sarah ané Full who == beneath 2is gazes -- sit into taeir
chairs and lcwer taeir aves :espectfull;.
GABRIZL
(simely)
For what we ares about Lo raceive
may we he 4ruly shankiul.
o~ ON MEGAN
She kucws a miracle when she meets cne.

! MEGAN
S Amen.

DIRECT CUT TO:
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A four-inch ‘a2z of waser hammexs at 2 raw cliii Iace wich
devastazing icrce. The varv aiz THERC3S wizh Ilying gravel,
SINGS wizh spravy. The SCUND is ceaZfsning. We are:

EXT., C23ALT CANYCYN = LaEoCcn's "2IG3ST -

-— a plzce that no mecra resamblass Carion Canvon than the meen
-esemblas =ha Garden of Zésn., The cresx originally scursing
through <Rhe Sotzzm of zhis canyen has seen gartizlly divarted
along =he upper cliifs, C.S8., providing the nydrzullc pressus
for the awesome "menizor" -- a device rssembling an i-sn cann
which scews its deadly ccntinuous charge of water against tle
face 0 the scarp frem its central fosizicn azwop a weoden sia
form. Co : ’ '

That mining cperations have been 1a =rogress hers Zor some
time is avidenced bv tha nakad, blasted, ccrrzded aspect ci
the hillsides ur and dewn the canyen Zcor a guarzar-mils...2V
the gravelly &drifss of "tailings” whica litter tihe canvon
€loor...tv the endless ané infermal laborings of twe-dozen
WCRXZRS whese 3o0b it is o showvel =he newly-dislcdgad graval
into a vast irzsn fcrtv-fccet sluice.

AT TEE SLUICZ

CAMERA TANS the langth of the sluice as the weary, scrav-
drenched craw skovels lecaéds of gravel incs iss gaping izecn
maw. The pcrtion of &he creek's Zlow nct divertad o0 ils
monitor washes the rocky mulch along 2 sexiss ¢ riflfles ¢
the fownstr2am 2nd of the sluize, tarsuch iron grids oI dim-
ishing siza. EHere, where much oI £hes goli is secarated Izcm
the Zross, stands JCOSE LRECCD.

Twentv-£five, Zate has endowed dim wizi a nickel's wersh c=
arzogance for every dollar in his daddy's bank account --
with a dividend in immature gzcé lcoxs. The R0AR oI the
zonitor is compounded vy the RUSH AND CLATTER ¢ gravel
through &he iron sluice: an unearthly symphony thac shaxes

a an to Tae Zone.

In distant 3,0, wWe noze 3 >
£o0l shned =-- as, glancing 22sS7 ’
with an ocazh and he atandons the siuice,

NIW ANGLE =~ THRIZ HORSIMEN
AS they apprcach the sluice we recognize Mcgill, Jagou and

TYSOn. The latt2r two are hatless, with vast white-clas:zer
bandages adorning thei- heads where gabriel's mucket had

0w

4]
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torn theil

r sczlp. McGill's bazdaga covars his jaw. They
rein in as chey arx ;fn in T.G., C3sh INTIRING TRAMT Tesi
them, raising zis voice aScove the DIN oI operazicns.

<0S=
@ngzily)
Your shif+ Legan an nhour 2¢90.
MC GILL
(uneasily)
'Pologize, Scosh., We'd'we ITeen
here on £ime Hut we <got <isd up
at the sawbkcnes.
Jos=
What the hell hapgened?
He assesses their assortment cf tandages; it is Tyson whe

breaks the skheegish rause.

TYSON
Well, we had a2 littla sat-%c
with Rar—et, tess. We was in
town, thers, azé --

JOSZ

You got vourselwvss whizred? In
Lahecod, CaliZfomia? 3y 2 iz~

pan?!

JAGSU ,
Well, there was +£his st-anger
kinda gave hiz a hand, see --

Jos=H
What strancer? Who acse vcu
talking aboux?

MC GIZL
(lacklustze
He left wish Barzet =-- didn's
stick around =2 chat.

Josh Lahocé razkas their dewncas: faces with cont
eyes, turns on 2is heel -- the gun on hi hip hung

JOSH
(@isgustedly)
McGill, =ake over *=he sluice.
Tyson, Jagouw -- you work th
menitor.

Exch giu, 100k ¢f shared miservy, the three men cismcunt

HCGlll slinks over tcward the sluica2 while Tyson and Jagou

£ollow their emplover's scon.
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NEW ANGLE - TES MCNITCR

watar a

1]
H
O

LENS STARTS CLISZ eon the foaring
from the ncoczzle o the ir-on. cannon

(A EEPION

[i

lt fu
I C] h

?
include £he whole massive i:st:ument i
ates iz. Yo smands *en;zd it like 2 2a, nis
size ravealad as Josh, Wwith Tysen and uagou in
atop the platform, zta2ps aim cn the shoulder.

CLU2 is seven ZIzet 3ix inches tall.

ZXT. EULL'S CA3IN - DAY

~= as Gabriel and Sull smerge, Zull automaticall
up the sledge=-nammer lz2aning against <he cuter
GABRIZL
This man lahood -— I taks ik
he's the cne vcu Zclks'wve teen

feuding with?

_ BULL
(a nod)

. a powerZul man. I guess ha come
up here in '54, '35 == zthe fi-st
man here to strike it rich.

He star+«s cuszeosively down the slore wish Gabziel bes hin,
CAMERA TRACXING. as thev go, we SZZ in 3.G. wvarious memtcers
the colony encaced in repairing those shanties damaged
ea_l¢--, whils others -- having made the decisizn 49 cuis --
carry *heir beloncings Ircm thelir skacks and load them on=o

flimsvy wagons, sway-cackad mulss,
ZCLL
(continuing)
He'd save himselZs coke, then
stake new claims. Z2'd mine tia
_out and buy scme mors. Last courls

Years, he uses them big hyc_aul;-

monitors. They blast tha place

.hell — excuse mv F:ench -- anc

they'wve made ni icher than ever
Carbon Canyen! bae only part of
these aills his crew aasn't :ula
.Yet -

MEGAM'S VOICT 0. S.
de's greedy for it, tgco.

Gabriel glances tehind them, ANGLE WIDENING %o

- jae]
= "'"‘"‘IING SLT
c

The 1an who
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tagging along a ccu;le'cf vards tehind. As CAMERXN CCONTINUES
TRACKXING...
GABRIZL
(ko Eull)
Does he have any lawiIul r-ighcs
to the Canyen?
EULL
(shakes his nez2d)
My claim's Zilad in Sacramants,
same as awversybcdy else's, nare.
Only wav Lahced can lagally ctake
this land is iZ we leave.
GABRIZL
(wzy)
I guess he's been kind of gursuasive,
. hasn't he.
Ze nods towazd thcse amongs: the colony who aze dusily “ack;:g.
MEGAN
s | : (as she Zzllows =hem)
' : don't care i all cf -~=ﬂ
leave. I'm staying. 1wced
killed z=v ceg., And my c:a;d;a,
‘ too.

GABRIZL
(frowns - to Hull)
. No lawman in town? No one you
can takes ycur case £37?

HEOLL

If thers was, Lahocd'd cwn hix .
like he owns evervthing elsa.

-= Not much a lawman could deo,

even iZ we had cone. Lahcod ain's

really killad aayone vet. Dad
Wheeler's hear: gave out afzex
one of the raidis a while hack.
I've been sort ol taking care o=
Sarah and Megan ever since.

CAMERA EOLDS as he pauses. ol
the stresam. Wwhen ske is prosesly

tn

and ;t ain't as if I don't want to
marry the wemazi.
(MOR=)
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, EULL (CCNT'D)
Cne day, a faw yea:s zacx, her
husband =-- Megan's Zather -- -e
just lit ocut. Left her with a
hals- grown chiléd. Since then,
rcZ oan

getting ner trus:iin
has been...well, 1
teen easy.

{a beat)
When we do get hitzhe
you doing the hizchin

GABRIZL
po+4 you"e waiting cn a woman <o
make up her mind, it might =e
awhile. :

Be takes =he lf-pound sledge £rom Eull's grasg.

GABRIZL
Meantime, why _cn't you Tut Te 2

. work.
2CLL .
(quickly)
Ch, I wouldn'%t ask vcu L0 =-- I

mean, maybe if there was scmeiling
spiri tual, chea --

The spirit ain't worth szit
out good exercise. Where do we
stazt?

Bull glances 2% the massive boulder which marks

)

-as they .ccme, %o a stap heside iT,

ETLL
. (nesitantly) ,
I always thoughs, iZ I coulid split
+his rock, get to the ¢ravel under-
_neath...there's cold been waiting
since the -eﬂ‘"a-“g cf tixe.

s a+ the thing -- it squats there in its
lors == as Eull ccn..nhes:
HULL
Every day Sor two yea*;, new,
usually after dinner, I'll come
out here witi the sledge. See == ?

He indicates a pitifully small portien c¢£f the beoulder
has teen ct znoed away; ccrtinues =-

(o

1
a2

H

t
v
i
o
n
'

which



ZULL

R

It's liks this -ock 2nd ma2 have
a Xind ¢of agrezement: iz's gcnna
do ne in or I'm gonna Zo it in.
GABRIZL
(wzy)
I'd ke w*'ling =0 lay odds an
who's going 5 wia.
BEULL
(gz=izs)
Yeah, well, I thouchz o d-illing
it and blasting the scnofabitch --
GABRIZL
{a glance cverhead)
== but you were airaid =zs dyma-
mite would hring down =he rzimrcck,
zight?
. EULL
Yep, ané dam up e strean., That'd

be the =znd o everytiing.

P

Men kending %z

1
rock i“bantlv cr 2 nement. Then, wi

GABRIZL

r ninds %9 a2 commoa =ask,

- b
- d

-
-
2 S

Well, thers's plain few Frcelems
and zard

can't be sclved by swe
work.
CIANG!!! Thz sledge in ais nand desc

OUTSIDE A SHANTY
Loading +cheir burro with worldly gecd

the sledge.

OUTSIDE A SEZCOND SHEANTY

CLANG!!! The sle*ce rings cu% agaia.
SCN pause in +«x rocess ¢ strapping
chair to their =i xa—v Wagen o starse

of the sound. ...CLaNG!!!

IN A DIFFTZRENT SEAN

A vcung married courle, IV AND BESS G

azt

S,

Cs3

agzinst the rocek.

2 paixr
sourdoughs, 2CSSY AND 3IGGS, tuzx deownsloze ac

- -
sao

ro
I tn
[1¢]

AND HILDA EZNDER-

in

1tul and rseking-

.

the d;:ac.;on
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an ocen steamer =runk and, leaving it half-packed, swing
open their wax-zaser Window, 1CCKing cut. CIANGI!
RESUME 7= 2CULDER =- GARRIZL & HULL
== a3 Eull, infeczted by %the spiriz of things, zicks up a3
secsné sledge Zrom the wrackage of Ris placer cradles, takes
a stance near Gabrisl and attacks the bouldsr. The slesdges
ring in ragged synmccpaticn: CLANG-CLANG: CLANG. CLANG-
CLANG! :
Abruptly:
MEGAN
leoks 0.S. == alarm £looding hexr Zace.
, MEGAN
i Eull! Mz, == Mx, == Preacher!

GROUP SECT

The two men pivet toward aer, wheel in cthe directicn she pcints

NEW ANGLZ

No mors than twenty vards dcwnstream and riding towazd <hem
we SEZZ Jesh Lahood...ané Club. 0Qf average height, the young
Lahood i3 gositively dwazisd beside nis zenchman.

RESUME GA3RIZL, HZULL, MEGAN

as Megan moves clcser =0 the zmenm, clutches Gabriel's arm as
1% for protecticn.

GABRIZL
Anyone veu xnow?

EULL )
(grim) ..
The one on the lafi is Lahood's
boy, Josh. TRhe cther cne...
(awed)
.s.1've never seen him helore.

NEW ANGLE = GROUZ SEQT

as Josh and Club bring their horses to a stop.
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NfeKY:
flath)

Aware ¢f his charms, he sheds them % irac=ic
a skin. At once atiractad and ra2pellad, her adolascent
£lush == she neods a rasgonse.

Jesh now turms nhis eyes cn Gabrial

Josd
riand of ycurs, 3arrez?

"y

HULL
{stauncaly)
Yes. Ee's cur new zreachsar.

GABRIZL
Afteraocn, bevs.

like
chesks

An aspirated SOUND estages Cludb's lips, like swamp gas I-om
<he carcass ¢ a dlcatad cow.
Jos
Preacher, huh.
Gabriel says ncthing, smiles tenignly 2= 2in.
BRIZF CUT - ZIXT. SCOURDOUGHES' SEANTY
The two ©ld sourdcughs stare apprehensively downslcte whars,

a
3.G., we SE= the confrcntaticn.

BRIZF CUT - ZXT. ._J"‘E'!Su\l' SEANTY
Jake Eernderscn +urzs decisively away and -ssumes securin
rocker to his wagon.
3BACR TO SC=ENE
JOSH
(uninflectad) «
Hear you messed up scme <% my

men this morning, Praach.

GAZRIZ
It was nothing ¢ _acnal.

Club permits himself a secend efiusion ci contempt.

'-'-
PR
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,ersvna; 12 we :ell you t:
Carbon Canyen, auh?

GPJ q_.....a
There's a lot of sinners Lere-
abouts. Ycu wouldn'st want me
to leave befora I finished oy
work, now, weould ycu?

Club glances 2= Josh. <Josh rz2flacts Ior 2 mement, then ncds
Club

Club gets dcwn Zrom his norsse.
BRIZ® CUT - EXT. WHZZLER SEANTY
Staring decwnsliose tcward the 0.S. group, Sarah's face draiz

of color.

3RIZF CTT - ZXT. SPIDER'S SEANTY

Spider spits a stream of tobacco at the dust, loocks Zdzwn zandé
off a:t the men near the souldsr. Sadly shakes his head.

2ACX TO SC=NZ

Club. == Club merely stares at Eull and Gabrial, as iZ =2
crush them with the verv. Lﬂage 0f nis was+tness. Gabrisl -
Taiasg metisnlass -- ané o his credit so does Full. We HI

2
il AR
cnly the melcéic txickla ¢ Caztbon Creex.

ilo

Then with a single aighsty sweep of his arm CIub snaiches Hu
sledge fxcm his grasp and swings it ove::eac The irzzon des
cribes an arc thr-ougi the air == eleven fs2et 2igh -- and whi

down f£iercely =--

2.

e

INSZRT

11

1

=S

-- againast the zoulder which, with an explcsive CRAARACC
splits wide... »

BACX TO SCEINE

...it3s two halves falling oren like an immmense granite ISrzuit.

Recoiling Zrcm the titanic blow, Club grips the sledge in

-
=
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hoth hands z2ad turns witi infinice disdalin toward Gacrial:
an unspckan challenge. Seated lazily in the sadéle, Josi

drawls his guery =--

Your work dcne new, Preach?

GAB ——1-

Silence. Then, as if resigned, Jcsh neds again o Clubd.
Club's hands tighten around zis sledge.

With a gesture so casual as LS e
pushes Megan away ZIrom him. Like
in both hands.

Well.

BRIZT CUT - ZXT. SPIDER'S SHANTY

Spider grimaces as if in paiz, s:o'::: what Tust asw Raocen.
Jeeeeesus...

BACX T0 SC=XZ

Club ROARS, raising the sledge like 2 shillslagh 2s =Ze

charces --

CLOSE SECT

- TEWOMP!!! dizecklv into the ouistretshed headé of Gabrial's
sledge which flatzens his Zace lik2 a bootheel Ilattecs

cow=shit.

TWO SEOT - GA3RIZL - CLU3

Club stands zcoted ito the g-:Ln blcod oczing Zrzem his ncsa
as Gabriel almost casually sw1“-s his sledge in an underihand

arec which -

CLOCSZ SsdCT : |

-- catches Club between the lags and all but lifts him off
the gzound.



With a heave he deposizs Club astride his horse, si
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GROU? SECT

Club f£o0lds doubls, zaralysed with pain. Drorping his sladge,
Gabriel heoks a hand zeneath Club's arm and helps nRix zwaward

his horse.

Then, turning ts Josh, Gabriel bestows ugcn aim a 2roperl
ecclesiastical gesturs of fareswell.

: GABRIZ=L
Tranks for stosring by, sean.

The young man's face Lwists into a flsrid mask.  =is hand
rops towaxzd nis gun...

CLOSE SHOT - GABRIZL

Zyes narrcwed, he just locks at nim,

TIGET TWO SEOT - JCSE & GAZRIZL

-= as JOSh saes szcmething in garriel's lock that causes nis
hand o freeze an -ach Szom his pistol. A beaz. Aand then
he wheels ais horse away Zrom the group at tha zoulier,
starts at a can=ar AWAY FRCM-LZINS, cdownstream. Club's horse
follows instinctively, Club's huge form slumped inertly in
the saddle.

ZXT. WEESLZR SEANTY - ON SARAH

She relsases a pent-up breath, steadiss hersell against a
strut of hexr porch.

RESTME HULL, MZGAN, GABRIZL

™e man and the girl are staring at him, transfixed, as he
picks up the sledge again and turns td the twd vast claoven
ralves of the Lboulder,
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GA3RIZL

well, now. == 7Th2 Lord Z22s work

1a aysterious ways.
CLANG!!! The sledge rings, zell-liks, 2gainst a hall ¢ the
stone. It Sr=2axX3 ia wo.
ON ZTLL
Grinning, ne hurriss £5 grasy 4he sladce whizh Club Zad taken
from nin, joining Gabriel. CILANG-CIANG!!!

EZXT. SPIDER'S SZANTY - CLCSZ ON SPIDER - DAY

Squinting down =owazd =he C.S. men at the creek, he spits
ancther lczenge of &tcbacco juice.

) SPIDER
(half %o himsels)
Preacher ov ass.
(a beat)
Then, Chzist diin't lcox like o
carpenter, neisier.

s : - - . $ S - ] a2 mlia a -
On impulse he zeaches dcwn == 1iZis a sladge 9f his cwn Izzz
S place By his deor, andéd xmoves Loward the men and T

VARIOUS SHCTS - CARICN CRNUCN - DAY

We SEI Hull and Gabriel swincing awav at zhe pils

es
SZE Spider ambling down 23 join them. CLANG-CLANG!

cf rock;
1

]
.

Ard now ~- from theiz corches and shanktiss -- %he Zforms of
other nmines-s emerge...singly at f£irst, and then in gpairs and
trios, stziding docwn zhe slcpe socwaxd the men zlxsady at work.
CAMERA ISOLATIS those memzers ¢f Zhe colcny wihc only mements
ago wera packing to leave. YNow, sledges in hand -- thelr

half-loaded wagons Zcrgotten -- thev join the rest.

ON MEGAN

As if in a dream, the ¢irl's eyes shift I-cm cne aporoaching
figure to the next. A new expression -- an inner sozt cf
smile -- asserts itself cn her face as she si%s on “he bank
of the creek, stares worsnipfully across the distance at --
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GA3RIZIL

-= one of thzee men swinging at zhe rock...now cne o Iive...
now one of seven. CLANG-CILANG!!! CLANGCLANGCILANGCILANG.!.
The hammers ring a carillon against t=he yielding swon2, zand
ne one's sladga swings higher, cr hits the rock hardsr, than
that in the hands of the man in fhe turned-arcund ¢ollarc.

P?reacher.

FADE IN:
EXT. MCUNTAIN CANYON = TAY ot

With a SERIZX of its wn;sbl= e-“OLng 0ZZ the canven walls, a
locomotive wheezas INTO VIZW TCWARD LENS along a track cus

into the forasteé slcpe. PAN, as it decelarazes, £5 include
a tiay "staticn" -=- a ta2lecrapner's shack with an overaeasd
<

s
shingle that tears the ’=ge“d, Lahcedé, Poc. 139.

walting hersemen: McC

R
-
s - 2
S3 an extx2 2crse szands

Beside the shack we SEZ a pair o
and Josh Larhood. Sac__,d bBut ride
between them; Josh holds isis reins.

CLOSZR ANGLE - TEE E=CRSE

A gleaming black Arabian, n-,“—s“:““g, “he animal +tosses i+es
head as we EZAR the train s=op a burst of steam Atoo
zceled

ﬂ-—.

S -
its crimson saddle-blankat rests an empty, exguisicely-
Mexican sadéle, with chasings of zoli 1lw

AT TEE "sTATICN"

as the "Statignmaster" -— a Zaeisty fifsy-five -- ecmar
his shack ¢z ra2ceive the canvas bag cf mail thrown =
from the mail-car docr by a uniformed TRAINMAN.

TRATNMAN
Morning, Whitey Any mail goin!
uast°

WEITZY
Not tzday, Jaka. Un
- to tell the Prasiden
of him.

less vecu want
1t what I think

ANOTE=ER ANGLZ = PASSENGZER C2

A black PORTER Hustles o0Zf with a valise, exta2nds an arm =25
a departing passenger:
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PORTER

Watch ée sta2p, Mr. lahocd.

CY LAEQOCD'S WVOICZ
Whvy? Zas ¢ 4 zZhing meved
since we l=22 or

Pressing a Zfolded pill on the-man, COY LAZCCD staps fcwn INTO
VIZW, retzisves ais bag. A stalwars sixtv-two, = is
appariticn with his silver hair, a fhree-nisace su

PORTER
Thanks, Mr. Lazoocd.
de waves up the line: the 0.S. engine WEISTLIS.
NEW ANGLE - MC GILL & JOSHE - LAECOD - TRAIN 3.G.
Dismounting, Josh advances towazd his fatlzer.

JOSA
I'll take your bag, ?aza.

LAECOD
Morming, son. McGill.

MC GILL
.  {touches ais haz)
20ss. =—- ECWw was Sacramenio

LAHEQQCD
‘Paradise. Two politicians ZIors
everv Chinese laundry, tWwe wWhorsas

for everv politzician. I thezxs

was gold in the Zeltaz, I'd go
there. -

G. Lahoed swings cnto i

5.G. the train begins to move; T.
ing a kteat --

Arabian's saddle. Wighcuz miss

LAHCCD .

. How's business?
He slaps the reins. MOVING CRMSRA prsceces the txio away fmzom
the whistle-stop, Lahoed ia fzonz. We HERR the scund of the

retreating £rain as --

. MC GILL
Still zulling low-grade oIz out
cf number five shaZ=, Zuz the
vein's abcut played out.

LAECOD
(a nod)
Th-hun.
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) MC GILL
(continuing)

We went anctlher zwe

the twelve=-shal:, =

LAHCCD
(significantly)
What abecut Carbken?

; JOSH
(a beat - hesitantly)

Well, we ran anctiaer raid &tihrouch

Carbton, couple days back. Thacew

a real gocd scare into 'em, dida's

we, McGill?

MC GILL
(ancemfortabliv)
Yep. Almcst crove 'a2m otk this
time. Lock, stock zné barrsl.
- LAHCOD
Ch-auh == ?

CAMERA CCNTINUZS TRACXING as
Je kacws thev're hedging, wal
When it does not:

e rides witihcut a backward gl
s Zor =he cther shce =zo Zall.

o

o LARCCD
CTh-huh?

JOSE
(effortsully)
It seems this stranger came >v.
Sort of pulled &n together,
kind 0f. == That the way vou ses
it, MeGill?

MC GILL
(eating shis
Yep, he sort cf...pulleé 'em :tc-
gether...

LAHCCD
This cne stranger did +that? Eell,
I expect you zoys cidn't exzlain
£o him just who we are. I exzecs
that cnce you -- exolain thincs t2
him, he'll decide to move on.
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JcsHd

{a brittle laczch)
Sgre., == Ain't much Iz oa
preacher to do around these
parts, aicar all.

Lahcod's face darkens as he givets in zhe saddle, se2ins up.

LAHCCD
preacher?!

NEW ANGLE - GRCU? SHCT

Sunlight falling throcugh the pines casis mottled zatterns con
cores intc them with &troubled aves.

their faces as Lahocd

LAEOCD
You let a pr=acher ints Caz=oen
Canyon?

JCSH
(helplessly)

8ell, we <4idn't invitas him, Paza.
He took up with 3arzet, is z211.
What's wrong with a prsachar?

LAHCOD
. (gzavely)
When I la2it for Sacramento, these
tin-mans had all but given up.
Their spirit was nearlv Srokan --
and a man without spiriz is wnipped.

3ut a preacher, he could civa '=m

faith. Shit, sne ounce of Zaiss
and they'll te dug iz ceeper than

ticks on a hound.

He ponders 4he problem momentarily, then Zlicks the <eins,
his voice descending to 2 lazy ccmmand.

LazZccee ,
You bovs go threw a rove arcund
that man and brinc him %o xe.

CAMERA TRACXS as he starts forward, obliwvicus 2o <he anxious
lock that passes between McGill and Josh. Beth have alrsady
suffered embarrassmens at Gabriel's hands. Mezcifulily --

LAHCOD
(en afterthoucht)
-= No. If we get t20 rsugh, wa'll
make a martyr cut o him Ben't
want Lo give 'em a mart

-
-
-
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MC GILL
( nesi n:lv)

Dida't you ,ec any nelp Izom
Sacramenzo, 20ss?

LAHCOD
(derisively)
Sacramento aia't werth mcose=ziss

cOSH
They didn'%t sign the wrilt
LAHCCD
Nope. Nct cnly <hat, bul scme <
those bastard :o’;:;c;ans want =90
do away wi_h ayd_aul;c mining al-
" together. 'Raping cthe land' thev

call ik,

(dazkly)
We've cot to move cn Carien and
dig deep ané dig fast, 'cause to
way the smoka's 3lowing, ia anctler
cocuple vears we mavy De cut oI usi-

ness.
Ha rides ia silence for a memensz, Josh and McGill digesting
his informatiscn. AL lengti: _

LAECOD
Those %in-pans have gct to ¢0.
(a beat)
That praacher -- we'll havs =0
figure out a way to handlse 2ix.

THe CAMSRA ECLDS; —arcod advances CUT CF FRAaM=Z, We

INT, WEEZSLER SEANTY - CLCSI CN MIGAN - DAY

The Wheelars' prized zossaession is an caken bureau
bv a large oval mirzsr. Megan stands Defcre the mid
ing cnly a shirtwaist which she tichtens arcund h2
an attempt to enhance her adolescent breasts.

MEGAN
(idly)
Were Granza and Grandma hazpy
when vou gof married, Ma?

From the shanty's maia room we HIAR the veice ¢©
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SARAH Q.S.
I'm afra2id thev Sidn's have a2
thimblesul c= choice ia tha
matter.
Studyinc her aprearance in the mirror, Mecan Ircwns, unable
tc produce the desired effect with s2he sguisment at hand.

MEGAN
Well, were thev surprised?

SARAH Q.5.

Your Granpa took the measles and
your Grandma got drunk. I suc-
isec

. pose you couléd say it surpr
'em. scme. :
Turning to the quils-coverad bed behind har Megan zicks
a gincham zinafore, slizps if over the shirtwais
MEGAN
£ 'cause thev thought veou
"2 ¢ld encugh?

.J-

Was
wera

SARAZ C.S.
Your Grandma was cnly fiftee
when she was marrisd. Yo, I
think wrat riled them was who
I married,

The pinafore adjusted to its unsatisfacicry ses
Picks up a bzush == applies 1% to her wai arn

. MEGAN
Lo you think you'll he harcev
marriad %o Full?

SaRad O
Who says we'rs getszi

MEGAN
Euvll's nice encucgh, isn't he

SARAR 0.S.
(uninfleczad
Tes, he's nice.
mall talx, leading up to what she really
!

[

all ¢f it is
-2 Know;,

MEGAN
Do. preachers get mazried?

wanss
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S SARAY 0.S.
I den't see why not.

Megan snmilss -- this, at lsast, is %2 her liking. Adandecning
the brush cn the bureau she Turns to enzar The shanty's naln
rocm.
_ MEGAN
Is my hem lcng encugh?
INT. MAIN RCCM - CN SAPAE = DAY
With Megan's entrance, 3.G., Sarah snaps shut the mirzored
compact bv means of whizh she nas arrangsad her cwn cocillfure,
Her blend hair is piled in an elegant knet and neld wizd
tortoise=-shell sins -— a fashion which reveals the gracelul
sweep of her neck, and accents her fine-toned face.
SARAZH
(turning) .
Why, ves. You leock lcvely.
She plants a kiss cn Megan's forehead.
SARAH
You're the mrattiasit d3auchter I
could ewver have.
Megan grins, all fidgety with this display of matermal lcve.
...and hex eves £ix enwvicusly on her mother's upswept 2ali:z.
AWAY TO:
2XT. TEZ CREEX -~ CLOSE ON EULL - Azl
as he plunces his hand into the swirling debris of Zis lzonc-
VECQCP . ANGLZ WIDENS

a
tom and extracks his closed fist with a WHEC
as Gabriel, plying his shovel at TSTre
sluice-bcx, sauses in his wazk.

GABRIZL
(2 gzrin) .
You break ycur handé, there, 3arzei?

HULL
(beside himsell)
It's a nugget! The biggest damn
nugget I've ever seen! Lcok here!

o

With a second WECCP he szrints toward Gabriel.



B N LT

IXTREMZ LONG SHECT - FQV = HULL & GA3PTZL

In P.G. Spider Conway lscks up from zhe rocking coid gan in
Nis hands, geers in zhe direczion of Hull's claia, dawnstr=2m
We SZE Hull and Gabriel conavene =2 axamine thsi- find as Szid
squatting by the creex, Z£irzacdts a =nin stream of =sbacao sjuils
into the mud at his feer.
SPIZER
(te himsel?)
It figgers.

EXT. ZILZR SEACX ~ DAY

fu
r

Alerted Ly the sound of Zull's veice, Sarah and Megan &
VIEW frem within. : ' ‘ '

PANNING WITH E=TULL ‘ .
as he half runs, hali-clambers upslose zcward the caiin...

Saranh?! Megan?! ILcok!

Out of mreath, Zull ar-ives where mcther a=d dauchiar stand,
exhibiting his nuggat in an outs<recched hand.

EULL -
- Came ZIrzcm Ebeneath wher
boulder was. I was =i
Must weigh all of four cunces
== a quarter zcund of cold!
Lock!

INSZRT - THE NUGEET

Roughly the size of a bantam's ecg, smootih-worn wiza =ime ani
the =ffects of abrasion, it gleams witha 2 seductive lust=a in

his hand.

RESTME GROUZ? SHCT

o n -

Sarah and Megan AD LI3 exgressions of delight, and-Zull, ixzge-
.

tucusly, embraces cne and then the othe

HULL

s

How about it, Sarah? Want =s
=2

celekbrata?

"

sk INTC
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,‘I.M\‘
, MEGAN :
Oh, Hull =-- can we 5o into =cwn?
SARRH
(uneas~’~)
I'm net sure zhat's 3 --
GABRIZL C.S.
It'é sure go a ways tcwarzd claar-
ing ycuxr crediz, woulda'is iz?
He eases INTO TRAMZ as e speaks. Megan does nct cobserve zha
quickness wizh which h2r mother detaches nersell S-zm Hull’s
embrace as;:
BULL
(thoughtiully)
It would. t weswld at thax.
And then scme.
MEGAN
. Can we? Please???
— Bull delilerazes, turning 4o Gabriasl,
HEULL
What do vou think?
. GABRIZ=
(easily)
I expect we've got as much righs
to go &2 tzwn as anybedy else.
JTM2 70:
EXT. CARBONW CJ NZON - FANMING SECT = HZULL'S WAGCN = zav
The buckboard, carrying Gabrisl, Hull and fhe wemen, za=<les
along the cz=2ek -- zasses Zddy and Teddy Conway loiling cn
the bank nearbdy, whiselin S .
TEDDY
Gein' into Lown again, M- Barret?
EULL
That's right. You want to join us?
EDDY
, (wistZully)
Pl qon - . -7 S | 'S
S Our Daddy wouldn't let us, Mr., Rarret.
. , - (the Izoglike gzin)
> Sure is a nice day Zcr i+, though.

P
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mee

WAGCN - DAY

ZXT,. LAZCOD MAIN STI==Z7T - LONG sHC? THZ

The buckboard advances TCWARD LENS alcng the scarsely cozu-
lated stresr. The wemen sis in back; Hull holds she rains,
Gabriel -- in nis dark wool shizt andéd zurned-arcund collar --
is =all on Lhe seat sesifa him,

TRACKING CAMERA

rasses the tinvy U.S. Post 0Office, =arzuch whe
the deour Postmistress at her counter. The oas
rellected by the window and as she saes i:s ¢
woman pauses in her werk o stars.

ANCTE=ER ANGLE =~ TRACIING CaMERA

as the wagon (and C3) MZIRA) pass the zarber
Barker/Centis=z lounging ia his dcorway.
proegress with his eves, the man's lips
expostu;ation: I'll e damnad!

EXT. LAIOCD'S QOFFICZ 3IUILSING - DAY

CAMERA CILQSZ on a ground-£l

partad Sv Josh Lahood as hea locks cuz Refle
we SEE the 0.S. buckzeard. Turain ;n srozsil
Ferscn unseen wishin, Josh abandcns =he winco

EXT. 3LANXENSEZ?

as Hull brings the
stcre. DI smount;ng -

I'll scuare things ug wizh
3lankenshis, then mavie we'll
get you an ice=-cream, Meg.

(to Gabriel)
You watch the women, Freacher?

. GABRIZL :

(1ods)
Shoulén't ke too hazd.
- HULL

' ’ (a grin)
'l huexzvy.

He moves with Lusinessl
CAMERA PUSHZS IN as Megan, sta
Gabriel urgently on “he arm.

ike svoeead
ar

-
-

.‘

-G

acToss

shog,
Tolicwing
meve in

oor window, i<3 ch

cward Blankenshiz's é
-4

the street

se windcow we 5Z=

R Ned
-

wagon is

p«q-—an-— el

s wDd

-ea T

“own'
the wa
¢cizher

<he

2 cde

fw O
o
0n

(e}
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MEGAN

(sot%d - a warning)
Lock!

TULL SEZCT - L3A=CCD 2LDE. - JCS¥ - RCUGENZICXS

Josh and five or six of his father's amplovees have emercsad
from the tuilding. The roughnecks zausa z2n the zeariwalk
whils Josh -- 2lone =-- “raverses the stra2et, 20wari tie wagon.

AS always, he wears a cux.

RESUME GABRIZL & WHZZLER WCMZY

Megan's eyes da-t anxiously Izom the apgroaching man 2o <he
door of 3lankenship's emporium =-- then o Gabriel,

MEGAN
(a fierce whisver)
I'll get Zull.

GA3RIZL
{casually) ,
No need.  Ha's gct imzpcriant
business. =-- Reckecn I nmay as

well hitsh the horse to the -ail.

Se moves unhurriedly to get dcwn Irom the ssat. Instanstly --

ACRCSS TEEX STREET - TZEZ RCUGHNECXS

Simultanecus with Gabriel's movement the roughnecks' hands
drcp toward their guns -- re2ady Zor aaythiag. o

ORIGINAL ANGLZ - AT THI WAGON

as Gabriel smcothly tias the horse Lo the his rail
in time %9 interpose nimself Letween :the women and Josh, wh
comes to a stcp a discreet ten f=et away.
i JOSH
(stiffly)
Mrs. Wheelexr. =-- Megan.

Eis eyes linger a mcment %220 long on Megan, who xmakas a show
of ignoring him. Then:

JOSH
(to Gabriel)
My father wants to see you.
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He gestures <%the tuilding tenind him, his eyes lcckad cn
Catrisl's, A Tea%. Then Gactrisl sziles.
GAZRIEL
I've looked forward to meeting

h.ml

(to Saran & Megan)
Hope you ladlies' o
a minute or two.

SARAE
(hushed)
Don'$ == | I%'s a trick == |

He gives her hand a reassuring pat, s<tarts ftoward Lzhocd's

&

tuilding. Jesh acccmpanies hix -- not o0 clesely == zcross

+he street.

TH¥C SHCT - VEGAN & SARAH

MEGAN .
(so%to - urzgently)
Wha% if <hey hur< him? What i
they ==

: . SARAH
Shu® up, Yegan,

Ut+ered in heedless panic, it is not a mere rebukes

23X e
adament negaticn of Rer cwn worst lears, and Mezan suddan
: e cr e

r1 a%t %the upswept hair, the pall
niseled f2atures...the b:easts +hat rise znd

veethe same desire that ¥egan hersell Lo

®
..J
7,
Yy
o)
7]
Q)
™)
H
,J
w
.—l

SARAH
too quickly)
I'm SOJ-'. ] "Xega_'l. I -

MEGAN
(a small voice)
It's all rizhe,

But it's no*. She averts h
realizaticn that they are T

(B (n

va looks toward --

LAHOOD'S BUILDING

as Cabrisl disapprears inside, followed by uOSﬂ Lahced and

r 2yes lest Saran see in them
,
ls;

ApTrehensive, they waizsh the Preacher and his escort reireat,.

<he
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k3, who close ia like

INT. LAECCD BiD DAY

CAMERA CLOSZ ¢n Cov Lahocé as he rises IZrcm The chair zehind
his dask ané smilas wizh the informaliify of a Zziendly amgpers:
LAKCCD

Morning, Reverand. My name is

Coy Lanocé.
THZ ANGILEZ WIDENS, revealing %the man's magistarial cifize. The
sheen ¢ zis mahcgany desk is subtly enhanced v surguncy
draces, brass Rechester lamps. Gakrial faces zim acrsss a
vast Persian carget, Josil and the rcughnecks behind hinm,

(a nod)
I kaow.

LAHCCD ‘
Do vou imbize, Ravarand?

GABRIEZL
(a smile)

Cnly after nine in the meoning.

Lahced, with a chuck

l2, produces a kezkle and glasses ZI=-gr
his desk; and as he pours

two drinks =--

LAHCOD

When I heaxd 2 gazscen had acs
in 2cwn, I hadé an image <f =
scrawny, Biszla-thumping sast
an

l

(AR D
fu <3

~

~

with a linen handkerchiaZ
lungs.

o
it o .

§
v (D (b

o

GABRIZL
That's me.

LAHCCD
(another chuckle)
Hardly. == Your health, sir.
Ee extends a glass containing six full ounces ¢ whiskev.

Gabrisl gives it an aprreciative icok 2s he accerts it.

LAHCCD
(continuing - cunningly)
It also occurred L9 ne zha< &
must pe difficult Zor a man ¢
faith +to carxry the messace c¢n
en empty stcmach, so Lo scteak.
(MORE)
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LAHCOD (CINT'D)
(a beat = grandlv)
So I thought: why not invize tiis
devout and humbla man €2 2rsach
in town? Wny not let the =own Dde
his parish? 1Ia Zact, why no=
build him a brand new chuxch!
Ee sips his drink with a glance :£2 see how his brike has
received. =is cown drink as vet untouched, Gaoriel nods.
GA3RIZL
I can see how a2 Drzacher cculd e
. mighty tamprted zZv an offer likes

that.

LAEQOD

. Ga3
irst thing you kaow, ne'd se
is cn a new hatwch ¢ ¢l

LAHECOD . ’
Wny, we'd have them tailor-made!

GABRIZL
Mm-am. Then, of zourse, he'd
get to thinking abcut tie Sundav
collecticn.

LAHCOD
Bell, in a teown as rich as Lahced,
that preacher'd Se a wealziy man!

He sips fZrem his érink, convin
Gabriel, ncwever, studiass ais

ced the taiz is irwesis
glass ¢f whiskav wizh a si
. GABRIZL
I'm afraid that's why it woulédn't
work. As the saying goes, vou
can't serve Ged and Mammen sotih.
(at Lahood's lock)
Maimmon rspresents monsv.

3

His fantasy shatterad, Lahood's eves narrsw to heg-like

QUICX CUT - THZI RCOUGHNZICX

Uneasy. Restive.
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3ACX TC SCZINE
Perceiving %hat if is to te a zattle ¢ wits, ¢ will, Lahcod
swills his érink. Refilling his glass, he stifles 1is nair-
trigger fuzy z2nd afiects a manner of ceep shilcscpnical sorIcws

LAFOCD

_ I opened this Ln:::. I made 2
town what it ;s. I kbrought jobs,
and industxy. I've built an empire
with my cwn two nhands, and I've
never asked nelp oI anvone. Thosa
sgquatzers, Revera2né, ars stancding
in the way of Procrsss.

GASRIZL
(mildly)
Whose progress? Yours orf theirs?

His affectation shattersd, Lahood explcsivelw ax=zacts a2 Zclded
paper Izcm his coat and scales it acrToss the dask --

' LAECOD

Icok at that! That's a wrizs =-
comes hot Irem Sacramento! Iz
tells me I've gck minerzl righis

to the wncla dann Canvorn!

i Hardly seems likalv. IZ vou had
those rights, yosu'éd nave axercisaed
them. BResides, zThcse Zclks nave
legally *=g’stered zlaizms. You
can's touch the Canyon until afze-
they've gone.

LABCCD
(bcoming)
Damn it, 2ick up that writ! Read
izl
GABR:::
(softly)
m it was worth ihe gaver it's
't have

printed on, you wouldn

tried to brikhe me Zirst.
His bluff called, 1ahood sinks iato his chair and slowly,
significantly pushes his unfinished drink awav. A cal cu‘aténc
drawl suffuses his vcicze... )

LAYOCD
Whas's your business with %hcse
tin-zans, Reversnd? '



(low)

Well, vyou and vour 'Iriends' got

tventy-four nours =0 zack up and

leave, or my men'll ride =arough
1]

the canyon and run v2u ouz. T
been a law=-abid man, =ut now
I'm out of pati Any blzoé

-

Y e~
ing
ence
gets split will =

et

RESTME TWO SZOT

whatever Lanood perceives in the lcok, it gives
After a2 ooment:
. LAXECOD
Yau're a trouble-maksar,
' You spell zad cess in la2
stretch Ircm here t2 3eat

]
e Jn YIur nancds.

s
in zag

>~

ical lo0oK ne turaed 2o Jos
e

-

sSa,.

Gabriel calaly ®knocks back halsf his drinx == <hen the other

hali; then places his glass on the desk.

CA2RIZL
Thanks fo2r the 2rink.

He turns 2a nis heel, As he crosses she carpex
coor, the roughnecks fan away from iz l1ike racs
lion.

00D
(quietl?%
Preacher...

Gabriel turns slowly back.

LAHCCD
(subdued)
I've reascsned with vou znd I've
. bargained with vcu and I've come
ep short,
(MORE)
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3ut what

's mine i3 mine, andéd i:Z
you maXe me fighsc Ioz Iz, I will.
(a beat)
There's a man =-- a U.S. Marshal.
Ee kz2eps the geace, LI you take
my meaning.
(a beat)

His name is Stockbuzn...and ze
won's be as zatiant a2s me.

Gabriel dces not respond, buz in %he silence that Zascends
ucen the menzicn c¢f the marshnal's name, the CAMERA SLOWLI

COLLIES CLEAR ACROSS TEE RCCM. ..
...TO A CLOSZ SZOT CF GABRIZL.

BEis eves hecld on Lahsed. and then, in a-tcne we've never
neard ceicre =-

- GABRIZL
Thesa pecpls iz Carzen Canven,
wouléd vou be willing t2 ciler
them cash Zor their claims? --
Buy them out?

FAVCRING LAECCD
Sensing he has scmencw cgained the uprer hand, Re gesTtures
exgansively --—
LAHOCD
Why, I'd @o anything <o avoid
bloodshed. How azout cne hundza
dollars a heac?

n

GABRIZL
How abous a thousand?

Lahcod's phlegmy laugh%er resounds in the cpulent cffice;
the roughnecks chuckle with him, a chorus of Ilunkies.

LAHCCD

‘ (condescendingly)
Tell vou what. I'll come up w2
a hundred twentyv-Zive.

Gabriel's eves bore into hia. A beat. Then:

GABRIZL

Stocikbura...and his depukies...
will cos: you a lot more than

that.
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LAHCCD
(hushed)
How weould veu Xnow?

GABRI:L

BRIZF CUT - J0SsH, MC GILL, QOTZZRS

A communal lcok of suzzlament tasses between them: Cabrisl
and Lahccd possess a piece of knweladge they do not.

RESTM= TWO SEQT

In the silence that has dascended, La2hoed's gaze holds cn
uabr---. and finally --

-

. (flat)
A thousand dcllars ter claim, <than.

In B.G., a mu:*n* 0f diskeliaf ins throuch the roughnecks,,
the AD LI3RED uttarance: "A “hcusand dollars per clain???”
LAHCOD
{(continving - Ziercely)
But I want them cuz o there in

twenty-Igux houx

GABRIZL
I'1ll #£=21l <hem,

As he “urms to the dcor --
AWAY T0:

EXT. BLANRZUSHI?'S MERCANTILI - WITH HULL

[N
rth

as, carrying an armloagd ©

the DDuckboaxrd:

supplies re exiis, apporoachas-

HULL
-= Paid o0fZ bo:h accosunts in
£ull, Sarzn, andéd even nhaé encugh
to pay fer Spi-e 'S ==

"
e
N
[N
fh

ANGLZ SNAPS WIDE as he sees the women in the wagon =--
unaccompanied.



' HULL
(shazplv)
Where is ne?

The small,

fa2arful movemen: oI hexr head cirects Zull
toward Lancod's

building.
Staring at it, he slowly dx

2 3 arml < =z
the buckboardi == 2all >u=z a bra new axe nandles whi
tains in nis cgraspo.

IXT. LAEQOD 3LDG.

h

2 out, INTC VIZW.

(R
-

as the rcughnecks begin t2
ON EULL
Stolidl: ne advances toward Thaem wish <he axe

.
handle held like a bludgecn...

ORIGINAL ANGLE - LA=CCD BLDG.

-~ as Gabriel appears, pushes past tihe -oudhnecks wizhous
incidant, waves a Zxiendly hand.

ON MEGAN & SARAE

U
(]
wn
(t
e
0

Saran sags visibly with relief while Megan dces her
suppress a victorious crin. :

TWO SECT - GASRIZL & ZULL

They meet in mid-street

, Eull chancing dirsction a% Gakbrial'
side -- heading toward the

wagen.

HULL

(with a backwari glance)
What were you doing ia there?
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With a smile he indicates «he axe handle in Hull's 2and.

. GABRIZIL
Thanks Zor the thought.

DIRECT CTT TC:

ZXT. CARBCN CANYON - GRCU? SHCT = NIGET

2 %he Zacess ¢f
anven's enzirze
-

rilletar, Clelr armis

The £lames ¢f a blazing caap-fize illumi
twenty or thirty miners -- wviztually the
population -- who sit or stand at it e
upraised..

MINERS AD LI3

EULL Q.S.
All opposed?

SPITER
Me, dang i%!

He =ises to his feet a:z the edge <f the thzcng, the ANGLZ

+

SEIFTING to include =-- across the fire Izcm the canyen's
other citizens -— Hull, cn foot, and Gabriel who sits on a
log a2 few feet away.

SPIDER

(continuing)
Me and Coy Lahcod seen a2 lot cof
ground tocgethar, startin' >nack
in '535. Ee may be graedy, zut
he ain't no fool. IZ ne's willina'
te cough up a thousand dollars 2
claim, 1&'s cause he kxnows it's
worth five times that xuch!

ON GABRIZL

Silent, his eves encomrass the 0.5. group as a ripple oI
agreemens travels zhrcugh ic
JAKE HENDERSCON O.S.
The way Lahcod works, mavie it
is. The.way we work, we're lucky
to see a thousand dollars a year.
I say we take his cifasr.
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SROUZ SHCT
Henderson's rsmark is echced bv a chorus oI assanting voices.
SPIDER
(tenacicusly)
Suprose vou struck 2 thousand bucks
in nuggets. Would wvcu gquit, 'n
blow town =-- or keep diggin'?
MINERS AD LI3
It's a decent sisfar,
I'd keep Ziggin'.
Hell, lat'’s tzxke %Lhe money.
Spider swivels toward Gabriesl..
SPIDER
What do vou think, Preacher?
Several voizes AD LI3 similar guesticns; %he miners Zall silant
awaitiag nis answer.

There 1is

-ba e

honesty,

few 22

GAZBRIZL
“nink dcesn’'s

< ccunz.

What I

It's

your swea: he's buving.
a generzl gmumbling f£rzm the group. They den't wans
they want The Answer.
. GABRIZTL
(continuing)
Maybe vou should slaep cn it ==
decide in the mgrai=ng.
the miners AD LI3 agreement, Dui:
SPIDER
What if we don't decide in tRhe
moraing? What happens iI we
can't decide?
GABRIZL
I expect lLahcecd would take that
as the same as sayizng 'no'.
EV GOSSAGE
And then what?
GABRIZL
(a beat - guistly)
Be said ne'd call in a U.3. Marshal.
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HUTL .-
What kind 0f <nreat is tha%t?
We den'<t nave anyshing to fear

from <he laWc

id in Lanhced's offlice, the CANMERA EZEGINS IC 2CIiY

GAZRIZL
This man's nct just any MYarshal.

AS he con*inues, his vecice descends %o taresly a whister:

CGAZRIEL

His name's Stockburn, He's zo<
Six deputiss == and they'll
uphold whatever law pays thenm
the mos*. Xilling's their way
ef life.

(a teat)
I want you all %o icw
becauses unless JCL acc
hoed's ¢ffer, you' o}
tHen.

PANNING SHCT - THE MINZRS

Moments earl
words have i

—-ae
PR |

is>» +4hey wers uncer+alin, ccnfused, Ncw Gabriel's
introduced a thz: elemen®: {=2ar,  2PANNING CAXZ

3a

HOIDS ¢n Spider as the grizzled old miner s=ares across Ine .

camp-£fire as Gabriel, eyes narrcwed.

S SPIDER
Yeu know *this...Stcextuwrm...?

TAVORING GAZRIZL

All eyes are cn him., Spider's words encroach ¢n the glcw
the fire like shadows., Ultimately:

GAZRI=EL
(quie*ly)
Itve heard o h‘m.

PAVCRING HULL

HULL
All right. == we all xnow what we're
up agains®t. Lanhood ain't just say-
ing 'take my offar', Ha's saying
'*vake my offer, or elsel!

of



Challenged,

Te statement

im
-—-e

£2 shousz

CAMEZA MCVZ

€ira,

-

=he men

T MY
-oaa

P e e L T

Shiz!

We're Zanily men, Hull!

We ain't no match Icor seven guns.
ECLL

How many of us are therz? Twenty.

Now, I heard the 2r=acher...Il Xacw

these men are =-- professicnals.

Sut nell, i='s still <wenzy zgainsc

seven, ain's it? And we XIcw acw

to pull a damned tr-igger, den':= we?

demur or reluctan=ly ncd. v

EV GOSSAGE

If comes down to i%, I'm willin'

is
fight before I'll guit
Lahood's oZfer

to
Bu+ dammit,

-

oy claim.

is

-al’l.

I still vote we taka nis nmorey --

staz= afresh scmewhere els

Hey, startin’ 5
good when Zfolxs i T=c
But before we vote TD 3pack

=t

'cause
wall then

we're all abcut
10 more'n monayv,
ettt Do

wa're no becgtar than Lahced h

g4I &2 Spidar, who sits

EULL

e.

y 8
3
hA

Spider, here, askad a guesticn:
If any cne of us turned up 2
thousanéd dcllars' worwh oI aug-
gets, would he quii? =Hell, no.
He'd build his familwv a testar
house =-- buy kis kids fetter
clothes -- maybe build a schcel --
(a glance a= Gabriel)
-- or a chuzch. If we wers ZIarmers,
we'd be plantin' crops. II we
raised cas=le, we'd be %tendin' 'em.
But we're miners -- sO we zan and
dig and breakx cur backs Zor gold.
But, nell, cold ain't what we're

about!
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. FAVORING GA3BRIZL

who, seated apar:t Zr-om the throng, Silancly listens L2

impassioned plea.

i ZULL
(continuing)

This canven is ocux

dream.
roots nare.,

buried members 2

in this ground. This was
3

dream, %co. Thev
Are we gonna %taka
dollars and leave
untended? We owe
that, dcn't we?

more.

Ged <weows is
mach, but it's a star=. W

.
HN
[
r.A
.. r

mcme. Cur

WNe came ou% nere &=
raise our Zamilies.

Ne'we sunx

their graves
them mcre zhan

We owe oursslves
IZ we sell cut hers, wiac

price do we £ix on our dignity

next =ime
== Cr jus

it 9

He pauses.

GROU? SEOT

the upturnad Zaces of the men =--

lives 0f hard work and sacrifice.

Utter stillaess prevails. The campfirs i:
i

Full glances arcund with 3 seli-con
now -- having
vaguely ambarrzssed at having zecem

cuiet, timis man, ze

Silence.
Then, standin

SPIDER

I say to hell wizh

His eyes rake his fellow miner
=i

S,
moment nobedy moves. Then, sin

(1]

EV CGOSSAGE
br

I...uh...3in't a
I ain't no cowazd,

™o “hcusans?

o3 3 ) ==
<l ZSe&stT oIZIary

Less?

-

D wWn

.
28 == 58ems

aJ.‘-;p‘-,‘.q-

0 address +the group a2t larga:

took out chances tihis far-. I
vote we Xeep it up.

And now, one dDy cne, like £ire Xxindling in an zkandoned atti

~

Lakhocd!

seekinc susecers. For a len
g to stand atz Spicder's side
ave man...but

neither. We

1]}

.«
Nermally a

e e A



the miners ssring 4o their Zesez.

MINZRS AD LI3
Cov Lancod's mcneav.
ivin! uz my hcme.
th Lahcoé and 2is gunnies.
ifle == letT 'em come!

The tide has =urned, becsming a2 vehemant groundswell o2
opposition as the CAMERA PUSHIS IN cn Gasrisl. The caly
man still seated, n;s eves Iligk Zzcm Zace 0 0.5. Zace 2
angrv re}ect;cns of Lahccd's cash offer echo zolstarzusly

around the Zire...

ve.and in EXTREME CLCSE-UP we see zhe shadew of concern

2
sorrow erase -ne embers of the camp-fire Izcm 2is ayes as
he dwells on what will now most cerzainly ccocme Lo pass...

...and what he must do to prevent it.
And as TCCTUS 3LURS =--
CUT TO:

A FCREST CLEARING - Vﬁun_

Here, cn *the sloces, =he ztines encircla 2 small cren stac
At its centar, illuminacsd by mconligat, Gabrial scands
lgst in thouch=s. .
t some smz2ll O0.S. SOUND, he %furas.
TW ANGLE = A WCMAN'S FIGURE
CLIMPSED in dark precfils against the trses at the 2dce of
the clearing, all we can éiscern is the silverv %trace oI
igh%t upon a g*aceful neck, the backlit sheen ¢ uzswept
hair. ...Sarah?
In a moment the figurs moves Zfully INTO VI:W, revealing
Megan, with her hair arranged as her motier's had teen,
earlier.
ANGLE SHITTS o iaclude Gabriel, looking at her as she
pauses, ten fset away. A peat.
MEGAN
{hesitantly)
I buried nmy dcg ovar there.
She points %o the base of tree where a :tinv whike cross

- )

can be SEIN against the darkness of the tree~szunk.

a
~



MIGAN
I said a prayer Zor him. I
after the ra2id, I prayed =
miracles.

GA3RIZL
(2 beat)
Well, maybe scme day vou'll
what vou askad for.

MEGAN
(significantly)

ceat

That was the day you arrzivesd.

(=]

Gabriel's chuckle is lcw and

hexr eves.

’ MEGAN
(continuing)

think I love you.

:

The revelaticn does not surprise niam.

GABRIZL
Nething wrong wikh that. I
was more love in the worl
be a lot less dving.

.

MEGAN
(the great risk)

Then...there can't be anyihin
a-s

Wwreng with maxing love,
That gives him pause. Ee zuminates on i=.

"GABRIZL

I think it's better £2 prac
just loving f£cr a2 while be:l
you start the o+ther. Lots

pecpla don't understand tha

it gets 'em awfully confuse

MEGAN
Then...if I practice juss 1

ov

4w

for a while...would veu teach me

«e.the other...?
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GAZRIEL
Mes%t folks cdon't get around o
that until alter they're aarrisd,
YEGAN

But I'l]l be 2if%zen next mcnth.
Mama was marrisd when she was
fifteen.

(a long teat)
Will you..,*teach me then...?

- GAZRI=ZL
(quietly)
I won't te here next aonzh.
She s%ares a%t nim as i£ she didn'%t hez> him rig!
MECGAN
What?
_ GARRIZL
(gently)
I'll te leaving socn, Megan.
She shakes ner head; her eyes oria with fsars,
MEGAN
(wretchedly)
Eu"&...you can'=. :al-I don't
wanst you %C...!
GAZRIZEL
wan%t %o, 2ither. ...I%'s

't 2
just the way i< is

(2 smile)
Hey, now -- this
pass the <tes<.

MEGAN
(a tiny voice)
What test?

[
[}

noe way 9

CAZRRIEL -
(sof%ly)

If you love scmething, set i<
free, If it comes back, it's
yours., If it doesn’'t...1T never

was.,

-
e
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Gently pullinc back f-om her embrace, a2 l120ks into ner
£illed -eves.
GA3RIZL
(ecntinuing)
Ther=s'll e many =hings vou lovs
that vou'll have z=o set ZIrze.
Sometimes, is's the createst
test that your lsove is real.
MEGAN
(2hrough her =%=ac-s)
But I want vou tc De wWith me Zor-
ever,..
GABRIZL
I know. I%f may be painful ncw,
but one of these days the right
man will come along...:then none
. of this will mat=er anv more,
(brightar)
New if I was vour Mamz, I'd ke
Starting &0 WOoITy WiRere you went.
Ee plants an avuacular kiss on fter Zoreshead -- zut she 2
angrllf awayvy. HZell, as we all know tco well, has no Zur
a woman scorned -- Or a wcman who imagines she's Deen sc¢

MEGAN
(fiercely)
It's my veu

Your Mama's a

Zine
are vyou.
MZGaAN

The way vou lcok at

woman,

- 4 | . 3 -
iove, isn't i:?

ané so

her -- the wavy

she locks at you =-- | It's true!
Well, I den't care!
GA3 I:L
(g*leveﬁ)
Megan....
MEGAN
(sorrentia ‘1v)
You can have he=x I never want to
see ycu again, nve-.ll I hope you
go to hell!!! I noze wou die!l!
Mocnlight -eflects c£f ginghan in a flurry of skirsts as
whirls, dashing into the trees.

DS p
§,.0
Ry
M 1+
A

b
I
’

she

]
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CAMERA PUSEZEZS IN on Gazrisl as nhe stands mecliconliess, wazisiing
her ratrsating Sszm, ccocnsitrained 5y tha painiul kncwladgs ne
is helpless to ralieve Rer anguish.
HOLD AS DESIRZID, then =--

CUT T9:
EXT. COBALT CANYCN - SUNRISE
The sun zr2sts the eastern slope of the canveon like 2 gaping
rad woundé i the sky. 7We TEAR a2 roaring noise == TumulIucus,
familiar == as the silhoueztes ¢f a singls hcrseman rides INT
VIEW along the ridge a2gainst tihe rising sunl.

CLCSE CN GABRIZIL

as he reins up, looks down and 0.5. toward the deafsning SCUND.

HIS ANGLE - LAHCOD'S DIGS

Work is alrsady in orogress; the air is denmse with sgpray as
the crew at the menitor dixecks its blasc ¢ watar at the raw
cliZZ Zace.

Even as we watzsh, the mexrcilass aydraulic jet sats away :tlhe
subsoil beneath a. stané of pine atop the clifs, Zarth and
trees toople, falling toward the bottcm of the canyen.

RESTME GARRIZL

Wa.ch*nw the heedless 'e"astatlcn ¢f +the land, a 2lecud cof
gr*e¢ and angar da_k=ns nis face. And <hen Re suides nis

norse Oh“ OF FRAIE =owzrd <the canyon flcer.

FULL 3HCT - AT THZ MCNITOR - JCSH LAHCCD

He relincuishes control of the ireom watar-cannon to Club, and
tu:ns away f-om it, Ilexing his azms Lo =2ase the sirzaiz Ircm

tired ancTes.

Abruptly he pauses =-- zaze rivet toward What he sees, C.S. =--
and nis rand érocops slcwly toward n~is gun.

NEW ANGLE - GA3RIZL

CAMERA TSRACXS with nim as he apprcaches the menitsr and
crew: unhurried, unairaid. Jesh, revealed as Gabriel o
him, arresis the mcvemenz of als hand when

Gabrisl does not inteni Lo steop.
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. GABRIZL
(as he casses)
Tell vour Zazher <hey tuzrned hin
cdown.
The message tihus deliverad, =zhe CAMERA EOLIS and Gapriel rides
on and OUT CF FRAME. Josh glares sullenly alzexr 2im Zor a

beat and then pivots ==

The ROAR of the ayvdravlic rig is punctuated Zy the SHRIZX oI
a train-whistle as we --

EXT. MOUNTAIN CANYCN - DAY

We SEE the tinv whistle-stcp where Lahced had arrived on 2is
return Srcm Sacraments. .The +talsgrazh shack is i MID. 7.G.
as Gabriel rides INTC VIZIW Ircm the wcceds on the COprosit

side of the tracks.

As we WATCZ, the fxain heaves INTC SHCT, its cylindars elching
Staam. The CAMERA PANS 2s ikt cecellarziss znd CCmes TO a sI9D
between LINS and Gabriel, aiding nim Zzem VIZIW.

is shack as a unifcrmed

1
, Slings a canvas bag in ais

amex

Z
<car doo

3

Whitev, the Stationmaste
TRAINMAN cpens the mail-
dirsction.

REVERSE ANGLEZ - MC GILL

PAN wish him as he agercaches =he talagrazh shack cn hcrseback,
comes to a stop there even as Whisey scoops up the mall-bag,

turning.

WHITZY

Morning, McGill., == Just in tize
for the mail.

MC GILL
(handing hinm a
foléed piece of paper)

Hell with the mail. The 3css wan:is

you to send zhis telegram, right

away.
The whistle BLCWS; the train lurches forward. Unable to speak
abcve the NOISE, Whitey nods, waves, disaprears into his shack
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as McGill wheels nis nerse, heads zack in zthe Zirzscticn Iz
A

which ne canme.

.. .rBv2aling that Gabriel is no lecnger &hers., Anéd new the
elsctrical tattso 0 Morse Coés .s ZZARD, carzises =Zhrsuch a2 =-

DAY INTERICR - CLCSZ SZCT - DETAIL

Looming LARGE IN FRAME a telegragh Xey stutiers. WITEDRAW =
include a2 wizened TELIGRAPHER wWho sits beside iz, transcriking
the coded messaga cnto zaper with a gencil-stub.

-

'

Scon +%he message ends; %the kev is silent. Tclding the nager
the Telagragher rises, moves hurriedly =9 zhe'dcor cf =zis

small, custy office.

ZXT. TTLECGRAPY STATICY - DAY

Message in hand, zhe Talegrazher emerges Irxcm his stz2ticn. 3
shingls above it<s door informs us that the population oI Yuza
City is 2,3Cl. CAMERA PANNING, he scurriess aczoss =he s=r-a2+%
toward a clappoard building, the CAMERA ZCOMING IN on its dcor
There, we S$ZI a painted silver star, the legend U.5. MARSEATL,
NTW ANGLI - TOWAS THEZ TZILZGRAPEZER

In 2.G. the man trSts across the strss= as in T.G. CAMTRA
SHOQCTS 2AST seven horses tiad to tThe hisching rzz2il 2% =hs

side of the huilding -- roan geldings thas micht havs been
spawned vy the same maze, same sira. Thev zear identical
black saddles, ané seven Winchestars jut ZIxcm seven identical
scabbards.

Gaining the kcardwalk, the Telegrapnar pauses assrahensively
outside the door, nerveusly cl2ars 2is thzoat. Then, crsssiag

himselZ, he raises a shaxy hand...ané Xnocks.
The SCUND oZf his rapping on the door segues throuch 2z --=
‘ CUT TO:

INT. GABRIZL'S SHANTY (CARISCN CANYON;) - LAy

~-= as the rappinc cezses 2nd we IEAR:

e ———
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HULL'S ¥
(cutside the shan:

Preacher...?

Sccn the door is opened Zrom outsida
- T A
- e s ¥ .

Mo restonse
Teers in 23

m .

EIS POV

The place is spotless...empty.

CUTSIDE TEXZ SHANTY = ON EULL

as he withdraws and shuts the docr, czalfused and werriad. Cn
impulse he jogs azound +the side of the shanty.

AT TEE REARX QOF TER SEANTY - EIS ANGLE

™e lean-to that suffass fo2r a stable is dasar=z<: we SEE an

empty stall.,

INT. WEEZLER SHANTY - WITH MEGAN & SARAT - DAY

...Megan maXes Zinal adiustments in the Zour slace-setzings
on the ta2ble, seats herself as Sarah pivots IZzcm 2he stove

with a skillet of aggs and heans =-- begins to ladle

the plates. Entering uneasily, Hull pauses.
HGLL
SARAH
What? == Wno?
HULL

The Preacher. He's packsd and
left.

CAMERA PUSEES IN cn Megan's face as --
- SARPAH 0.S.
(stunned)

But...why? Whez=2 %0227

ZULL Q.S.

(uninflecsa2d)
I don't kacw. Must've laie zeloras
sun-up.

breakfast.
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“JM““ *
GRCU?P SECT
as Sarzh f;;.ts tack tha sense c¢f cverwhelming tetraval
rises within hez...
SARAH :
Well, he...he probazly went %2
tell Lanccdé akous the vecws lasz
- night.
'.."GT T
With his bedroll and ccat?
SARAH
{a =hin despe*=:;cn}
I can't believe he ijust...ielt.
I mean, it's not...not like 2in.
He'd've =o0ld us scmething...he'd...
Zer aves dxcp helplessly to the skillet she holds.
' 30LL
. (lack’"St“e)
N . I...expect we'll surviva.
Ze scmberly Lakes 2 seat 2t the tabla., As she -eplacss
skillst on the stove --
SARAH
(a brittle voice)
All +ha4 talk of Zighting =-- 2
wonder he laift.
: - EULL
(a £zown)
What's that supgesed L2 nmean?
Turning Irsm the stove she takes her seat witlh downcas:t
SARAR
Lahocd ané Marshal Stockburn be
damned. Isn't that what you de-
cided last night?
HULL
(controlled)
I spcke my mind, i that's what
you mean.
f”‘\‘«
’ SAPAE
—, (resent2ully)
You got =he raest of chem %o vota

your way, didn'tc veu?



()

AN

They vcted &+

They votad to Zight!

HULL
(notly)
If£ that's what it ccme %2, damn
righ%!

SARAR
(£laring)
You think fhev'd'wva voted that wav
before the Preacher zame? You

think %they'd'va voted thait way if

‘they xnew he wouldn't be nexe?
HULL

They voted <o stick ftcgether!
SARAH

The Preacher was holding them £o-

_—-_-—l- -
gether! They knew e pnelped vou
in town! Thev watched him whip

that...aninal Lahcodé sent
herel “an wers c*Lrtin

.
(explosivel
a2

v)

I reckon I did all zight by us

befors ne came, &idn't I7
Zven as Sarzh orens her mouth £o respond, an EXPLCSION ratilss
the windecws., shakas -“e cabin 29 iz23 wverv Isundacicgn, Taver-
beratas dcv sne canvon from i1<s distant source == 2arzses all
dilssension f:cm zheirr faces with 13 Lhuncer...-2nlaciac Lz
with silant ang apralling ungcerwaintvy,

CAAE?A WEIP-PANS Zrcm Megan...2o Sarah...to Hull -- wheo tol:z

QUTSIDE TZEZ SHANTY

Bull carsms INTQ VIZIW from within, caziag uwpst-eam as Sarah
and Magan crowd the dcorway behind him.

HIGH ANGLI - CARBON CaANYCW

Dust and smoke billow cdownstrsam Srom the upgermost tendé of
the cxrezek. The explosicn has cccur-ed teyond i&, 0.5. Wa
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SZZ other miners rising Ircm thelr work or scurzvying ZIz-zm
their shan=ies =-=- gazing towari “he smoxky, 3usty cloud.
Dogs bark, norses rear ia panic.
AT TEE CREZX
LOW LENS TOCUSZS on a secticn oI %fhe creex., The echces of
the explcs'on e aven now ratreazing down the canyon in a
resonant dimiautizcn o the original blass.

As we wa+tch, the 0 “he crsekx tegins 4o éwindla...
tecomes a listle e

ANGLE TP to Sreider Cenway standing on the bank
a jet cf tobacco juice into the shallow, placi
knows what's happened.

S2IDZR
Damned iZ that den's cut it.

EXT. WEZZLZR SEACX - ORIGINAL ANGLT - IULL, SARAE, MEGAN

Distraught, Hull's gaze traverses “he canven from =2e zcins
0f the blast to the collection of placer claims beleow.
HULL
.. Lahood dammed up zhe craekxk.
He turns o Saran. Her eves, glistening with fsars, Ii:

accusingly on ni=m.

SARAE

IZ you' c ac::-=":o-=v'1 nis o0fZer, iz
wduldn't have happened)

She whirls insids.

Averting ner eves, Mecan turns, tco == walks aimlessly away.

CAMERA PUSEZS IN on Zull: on his doukbt, his fezr, his czafusic

CUT AWAY TO:
INSIDE A BANK - DAY

Balding ané tenign, his Adam's apple throtzled
tie, a BANK TELLER ccunts out greenbacks for a
TELLER
.« twenty-three, twanty-four,
twenty-ZIive. Thank ycu, Mss.
Greene, =-- Nex%t, plezas=a.



The woman retires COUT CI FRAMI, revealing the next in line:
Gakbriel. Wearing nis zurned-arcund collaz, he szass up 22
the grille.
TELLER .
'Afternccn, Rewverend. What can

I do Zor you.

Gabriel slices his hand under the ¢zTi
it, LENS ZCCMS IN cn the Xev that -

INT. BANK VAULT - DAY

The Tellar inserts Gabrisl's Xevy in+o one oI the mvriad

numbersd metal doors wh*ch line the wall of %he waul:s. Zach

deor contains two cylinder-locks, and intec the second cn
the Teller now Zits his own master Xey. Twistiag both, 2e
opens the number=d door and slides cout 2 slim black mezal
box -— which he passes tc Gabrisl.

TELLER
Here ycu axe, Reverend.

Wordlessly, Gabriel carries tne box tcocward the ozvro
whare we SZZ a small Socth egquipped with a2 cur=ain,
vacy. =ush*ﬂg khe gurtain as;de, Gabrial s<t=2ps into the
booth. == lets the curtain £all closed tehind h‘m.

INT. 3CCTH - CLCSE SECT - TE=EZ 30X

-= as Gabriel's hands set it down cn the shell providad Zorx
*hat purcose. Its 1id is held sihut bBv a lztzh which Gabrisl's
fingers unfastesn. As he ovens the Cox, a chazmeis-wragged
bundle is exgpesed, a2né as Gabriel unioclds <he chamois...

...we SEIZ tha oiled steel and stachcrn crin 0f 3 wall-worm 14

A beat.

Then Gabriel's hands remove the six-cun andé chamois frsm zh

box.

It is ctherwise empty.
QUTSIDE THEZ 20QTH - CN THE TELLER

Awaiting Gahriel's emergence Zrcm the kcoth, he idly zicks
his %tezezh,
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INSIZE TZZ 2CCTE - CLOSE 5=CT - THZ

Impty, as beiore, the box TILL3
Silence.

We wait.

And waik,

And then, stark against the black
collar droos inss she Zox.

HOLD AS TDESIRED, ané then --

EXT. CARSBCN CANYON - GROU? SECT -

-~

-
at the crz2ek. Szider and 3Hu a
Gossage; 2lsc Jake Eendarsecn and
3ossy and 3iggs. As th 5 v

JAXKE
Well, I reckon it'

up the Missus, and

EV GCs

3CX

I ST
- - oo '

(S SIPLI B

CUT BACX TQ:

MINEZRS - LAY

the colony have zcnvened
s thers, likewise veung =
the two ancizsnz scuxdoucgh
the Zast~drving str2amted

HENDERSCN

S time =0 zack
1izhs oux,

SAGE

It sure don't seem we got nuch

e s
clic.ce.

SPIDER

What azbout yeou,
idees?

Hull merely shakes nis head. Then, wit

awareness ==

Where's the
what to co.

BULL
(a murmuz)
He ain't here.

sarret? Anv

a frown of suéden

EV GOSSAGE
- ! 2
You mean he's cgone:

<

0]



Knewn to %e

- -
wew

the focus ©ZI at

He gullt; Vg

calls ais Hlr

CP e W Be e et

~1

(V1]
]

HCLL

. -

Ze, uh -- went ©o tzil Lanccd

we turned him down.

scans the faces ¢I the men arcun

‘:

With AD LIB2ED

earness --
bend tired
looking at

nen

(ga*n-“g ceniifence)
But, befores he 122z, nhe said
that if anything hacgpened, we
shoculd trv and éo like he'd do.
== I£ he was here. '
BCSSY
Shit.
ZV -GOSSAG=
{slowly)
den't know. =— 3uprose we
could drv-zan for a cougla oI
days, come ts think of iz,
HULL
(imgrovising)
I kxnow he'd hate £o see us cuit
withcut we gave it our >best.
LI3BZD zgreement sweezs tie grougz,
veices ares hesaxd.
JARXE HINDERSCY
Let's play her cut Zor a ccuple
of days. Wwhat can we lcse?
SPIDER
(em;hat;cally)
One nugget. Like to find me
one big augget. I'd shove it
s'far up Cov Lahocé's ass ic'd
wink at him when ne washed his
teetl.
worés ¢f agraement the grcup break
who have survived a zZwist of £fate
motions to a commen coal. Only Spider
with 2 ¢rin cZ feral iatuiticn.

Hull

HULL

S2IDER

e hi

(=S

You got sand, Barzei, but ycu

can't lie worth a éamn.
(MORE)

P -
£inds nimsel:s
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- SPIDER (CUNT'D)
With the Presacher zene 'n' Lahced
on the warpath, vour lile won':
be worth spit. IZ I was vcu, 2'2
nack them 2Zwo ladies and zicz.
e

l-]

He sidles OUT OF FRAMSZ, the CAMERA EOLDING cn Hull. houch
his ambition has ca::1=d the dav, the taste of iz is biczars
in ais mou:th. Digesting Spider's acdvice he slowly turns,
looks off in the direction of the Wheeler shanty, 0.S.

BIS POV - THE SEANTY - MEGAN
The small ramshackle cabin perches fcrlornly on the slcpe --

arah is within, unseen. OCnly Megan's tiny form is visibla:
a lonely figure wandering =he hillsice.

CLOSE CN MEGAN

Caught in a cross-Iize of alienatﬁd feelings, her eves ZIlick
unhappily Zzrom 'ull, 0.S., to the shanty whers ner mother ls,
B.G. Neither of them-holds the fantasy ¢f comior=. The
creek is silent. .And even %<he Prsacher is gone.

routs tetween tha
S gossamer plumes --
N

Idly she *%urns,
rocks. 3lowing onc
then in anger at th
earth.

[OR6]

lucks a dandelicn that s
e, she detaches als 3
e universe she dashes

-

rhe Zlower =0 :the

| EXT. MOUNTAIN PASS - SUNSIT

CAMERA TILTS UP from a2 lightless chasm zetween steep clills
to a rocky hog-cack loom_.g overhead. Thers, =Zhe set+=ing sun
ZD 3Y TILI-

is bisected by the top of the ridge, FCRESHORIZIN
PRO0TO LS. - :

As we watch, a horseman rides across the scarle:f szhere, in
silhcuette.

He is followed by another...and another...and ancther...

Soon we SEE =hem all, all seven of them -- a
that advances slowly and inexorably towari t

Stockburn...and his "army.
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EXT. CARSCN CANYCN - ZFULL SHCT - DAY

As when £i-st seen, Carkon Canyecn trasants an imace ¢f rustic
tranquility. 3Zut Carben Creex o lznger Z:ills the sunm-szTucsk
air with i4s music, anéd <he miners no lenger have izs curren:
to assist them. CAMERA PANS the weary figurss as they werk
their claims: Bess Gossace using a tuckez =2 wash the shovels-
ful of gravel ccwn EZv's sluice...clé Biggs wizh his zants rzolla
up, tremping in the shallow water of a standing zcol o szir up
the murk while 30ssv pans zhe muddiad water,..

...and Hull, REVZALED AS CAMERA CRANZS DCWN, workinac alcne in
F.G. Using a shovel he lcads his long-tom wizh grazvel, %hen
abandeons the shovel and zicks up a bucket. Sczopiang iz full of

-

water, he washes the gravel alenc the saries of rifiles...
+..under the tentative gaze of Megan who moves INTO SHOT <n the
bank of the muddy stream-bed. 3hortly

MEGAN
Eull? .

w
e
t
H
3]
n
(o)
(K]
(43
|4
n
E
Q
X
e

Hzll grunts, a slave to the onercut

MEGAN
Are you axgry at me?

: HULL
{(abstractedly)
Nuh-uhn. What gave you that noticn?

. MEGAN
You angzy a2t Mama, then?

Pants rolled up, shirt sopping wish sweat and face Cegzimed
I szotless in 2 skiz=

with mud, he lcoks at her. She is prim an T
and blouse, her nhair in pigtails.
HULL
No, I woculédn't say that. Not
angry. :

MEGAN
{a nod)

She hurt ycur feelings, &idn's
she? == I know hcw that Zeels.

(by rote) ,
If you love scmething, seat it
€y

£ree. I it returns &2 veou, ii's
. yours. IZf it doesn’'t, it never
was.
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Spider struck it

S
. HULL
(wearily)
I guess so. == We'll talk latsr,
huh?
He picks up his shovel, rsturns %o his lazcr. Megan ctserw
hin as nhe shovels gravel into the upstream end of the sluic
anéd in a mcment -- -
MEGAN
Can I borzow “he nare?
ZULL
Can you sacddéle herz?
MEGAN
(chagrinned)
I already did.
HULL
(o0ff-nandeély)
Sure, tzke her cut Zor a stratzh.
’ \
S MEGAN
Thanks.
She scamners’u:sloce, CUT OF WIZW. XHull scocos anctharz
shovelZul into the sluice, sighs, zicks up the *uc<--...
SCoOpS watar...gcurs it down the narrsw wooden Lrouch...
. .abruptly whirls as an 0.S. SECUT spliss the air.
IS PCV - UPSTREAM - SPIZER
oirouetting, waving nis floppv hat, his Zfaet describing 2
frenetic polka as iI he had feen attacked v hormets.
SPIDER
Rich, by C&*l £! Swee% holy ghest,
I've struck her richl!l!l
Whooping anéd whirling, he holds a lump of something as big
as a football., =His wolice raverzerates Zrom slope %o sloce.
S2IDER
Gossage! Hencerscn! 3arrai!
Look at £his! zZdcy 'n' Teédy,
o~ you pairs orf clsdzells -~ come
see what vour daddy's pulled
S outa the stream!..
3 (a whoep)
-7 Lahood, you sez of a2 bitch! I
beat you! Look at this == olé



Turning dcwnstream foward Sgider, 3.G., the
their work.

pause in

With a common impulse they forsaks thel
PROM LENS +2 share the glory of the Iin

‘N S2IDE:

e clutches
tude cf
d

: T
ing with

Despite his

face: is

ae

£rom the spontaneous ce

where Saxah

o T - ot T 3 . et ML - - ..

Lwe sourxd

What's that lumz vou holding,
Conway? Scme xind oI turtle?
SPIDER
(rrandisning i<)

Turtle my ass! It's a2 lump of
aggregate, va crazy cld Zart!
Chock full ¢' nuggets -- can't
even count 'em, zhey's toe many!

Shit.

»

the lump of agcresgate -- 1f gleams Zrenm 2
facets =-- as Edév and Teddy parxrsl INTO FRAMME,

each ctler.

-

TEDDY
Wwhat you cgot there, Dad?

SPIDER

What's it look lika, v'brainless
barn-owl -=- it's gold. More'sn

! ] Te - \ - ..‘
you're liXxaly %£o0.see 11 the T

ast
of your life., Ncw run'a gilt the
mules -~ we're goia' to fownlll
ZDDY & TECDY
(the froglike grins)
Us???
Goin' to tzswn???!
fatigue the trace of a smils flickers acres
happy for Spidex's success. His eves trhen
lebration tcward --

SHANTY )

I

uS
=

AWAY

nulei-
:OT"

is SEEN with a baske: of clothes as she exits
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the shack. o a mcment she locks oI and down towarnd <

SCUND 2% Spider's Q.,5., 35CUTS of oy == then stilily sses

£ the clathesline,

BACX TO HEULL

as he reflect Then -- perhaps with tha memory of Megan's
ne ¢ and awal

s. =~
rops alis suckez, starts up the slcte
oo

Spider is new the nuclaus ¢f 2 throng ¢f well-wishers; 2e
cannot stg® the aatic prancing of his Ieest, ais gleeiul
whooos.
a———
ZX{T. WHIZLZR SEANTY - CN SARAH
: Withdrawn, she methodically fastens 2ar laundrv <2 the clcothe
o~ line, inisially cblivicus to Hull's zresence as ne adwrances
’ INTO TRAME ia 3.G. =- watches her in uncer<ain silencs. Then

HULL

J

Sarah...?
fder hanéd briasly Zreezes ~-- then she rasumes her chore withcu
a backward glance. A beat.

HULL
I wanted to...apologize
“-ng I've done...cr said...is
going %o stand cetwesn uUs.

SARAH
(2 beat - inflexiktly)
Can't %think of any such.

’

-

She lapses into silence. The mcment is tse complex Ior hia.
, HULL
(forced)

Looks like Spider's gavday cconme.

She glances mementarily dewn ané O0.S. toward the ncisy tareng

ke : SARAH

o ' (un'uf’ﬂc*ed)

-’ Maybe iz was just his tuzm. Like
N, it was your turn, couple davs age.

ol



, EULL

(a nogd)
Leastwise, scmeone's gonna say
goodbve o Carzon Canyon a Iaw

dollars rizher.

SARAH

Leoks like.
He approaches hesitantly. She
that Megan 2ad wera in Zrent o

When we all pack up...I heez
know there's plsenty of spac
my wagon for --

(he gestu:ﬂs ner shanty
-=- whatever vou're wantin' =

SARAH
(a beat)
Are ycu asking us L0 laave Rera
P , with you?

I reckon we're all l2avin', zaran'%
we?

She says nothing. Thers ares no mera cloties Lo hanc.
circles, ducking under the clethesline == Zacing 2er
ie. '

[
0
1o
O ¢
[
[

EULL
Dammit, Saxzh, ever siace youx
Daddy died, I1'wve dona what
could -- helped you and Msgan
as best I knew hew, ané nevar
put any conditions on iz, YNow
I'm puttiag one: ycu owe me =he
truth. What do you have aga_“ t
me?

SARAH
(hushed)
Nothia'.

HULL
- ‘ Well, do you love me or not?

N ' She manages %0 meet his eves. The o]
. gives her the strength £o set as:i
A _ then she necds.
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o~ . -
. SARAE
You're the decentast man I've
ever kaown, Hull Barrsz., Yes,
I do love vycu.
The words mel:f his tension, he 3ulls her %5 2im in a zcssess-
ive smbrace..
HULL
OCh, Sarah...
SARAHE
I apologize Zor -eing so...aigh-
strung lately. ILt's jusz...
As iZf ccmpelled by sore inavdible comman her avas Erii< up
toward Ulrik Lincdguist's cabin which Gas:;e' 2ad usec.
SARAH
(continuiag)
eeel.e.l've been so confused...
o~ ConStru;ng Qer remaxk as a reiflaction of 2is own ZIrame cf
g ' mind, ae nods sympathetically.
. HULL
What wish =v=*V“‘;ng besn ceoix!
on around heres, it's a wonder
we, all ain': crazy. 3But thera's
nothin' mare to werrzy abcut -~
: we'll star: over again, scmeslace
else -=- the thr=e cf us. TFirst
town we get to, we'll Zind cur-
selves ancther preacher, andé...
...2he fantasy loses iisels in his chuckle. 3ut a2z the
mention cZ the word -~ preacher =-- Sarah's eyes drsg as iF
Wwith shame, A beat, then:
SARAH
(barely audiklis)
.s.¥8S.,.2n0ther preacher...
...and she pulls him %o her, helding him +«ighzly as if %o
banish the final traces cZ all ccniflictk.

DIRECT CUT TO:

2 EXT. COBALT CANYCN - LAECOD'S DIGS = CaY

. CAMERA CCLLIZS alcng the fortv-foot irsn sluice -- :.e
- centar of Lahood's operation =-- with Josh Lahocd ne scans
- the flow, alert tc any gleaming flecks of "colo:". ANGLE



WIDEINS %o includa the menizsrz, 3.6, == and McGLll zzrivincg

cn ais herse. Dismounzing, the foreman crosses TOWARD LINS,
intercepts Josh as nhe reaches the dcwnstr=2am 2nd oI The sluice.
The raucous tunuls o zthe mining crogess spliferazes the mes-
sage McGill ra.ays =-- we cannet =ZAR his vzice -- but he poiats
0.S., directing “he voung Lancod's gaze =cowari the =oD.

Josh reacets =2 wha% he sees wikth a c¢ri

in; =he men axzchange a
word cr two, and then McGill assumes the vounger man's place
at <he sluice whilzs Josh zratrea+ts AWAY FICM LINS 2zwazsd nis

horse.

OVERLOCXZIIIG THEZ CANYON

LENS PANS with Jocsh as he cuides the aaimal up
CAMERA. The spray from the monitor s &
misty geyser, 3.G.

From CAMERA'S PCV %he ncise is net so inhuman as it is dowm
below, and as Jcsh arrives at =2h2 top cf %Zhe canven, ANGLE
SHIFTS to inclucde angother rider. ...lagan.

JOSH
(pulling alcngside)
Ceme 2 see how =he rich fsolks
do i%, huh?

(a shrug)
Mavbe.

JCsH
Your mem Xniow where you are?

Josa
Bet she wculdn's like it iZ she
inew vou was here.

MEGAN
I'm £ifteen. Same ace as 1e-
when she g¢ot marriad, I can do
what I want.

JOSH
A wWell, maybe vou'd like Zor ne
to show you around tzen, huh?
tongue in cheek)
It's why you came bv, ain't iz?
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He shecots ha
his horse's 71
slope with Meg

~

=P
-
-~

MEGAN & JOsH

Maybe.

' 1 Y . P - - -
2 ACwWL e::e—-’”-e l:c&, -8 PUT3 Ol3 n2els 2
Y - % v PR RS ~ -
ank and turns TLe ninal -~ star+s aown e

an cenhind him.

CAMERA SHOOTS Zrom the canyen fleor as we watern Sham Zescand,
Jdosh raising his veice to se heard amove =he sising NCIsEZ.

CAMERA TRACXS as, havi
guides his horse ia +=a
tor, Mecgan xaeox S alen

JOSE
{poin*ting o0f3)

Thrée-guarters of a mile upstrean,
we di-verted half of Cokalt Creek,
See? It Ilows througsh a diszh
that runs along the con-toors of
the slope, here, and iz ends 2
hundred ya:ds up vonder, to cur
right.
MEGAN
(ce,-i.: 0.S.)
It can't just end.
. GOSE
It doesn't, really. 1I: zcurs iaso
a lengtn of three-fcot pipe <hat
heads downslogze r=zal stsen. Sae,
there's ten v=*ds oI thrze-fcot
Pipe, then it narrcws in=o a =wo-
foot pize, and then a2 cne-Igczer.
All the time the water's gein'
down the slope it picks up sceed,
See, and picks up Zorce as the zipe

gets thinner.

n¢ reached the £locr of =he canvon, 1e
a di:ec-icn of the sluice and +he xoni-
side.
JOSH
(continuing)

At the boticm 0f the sl ope gver
there, all tha% water narrows
from the cne-Zfoot pipe in%s a
four-inch hose. The necse winds
over to the monitor. My Dad
brought in five boiler-makers
t'put the pipe :ogether, and we
bought *the hose from ths fire
company in San Francisco.



~

MZCAN
- \
It nurts v ears.

is woice)

When all thac waztar la2sves the
menitor, iz's zoin' at 200 zoundés
per sguare inch -- bliascts the
gravel righ% cuta the clifs, 7The
cther half of Ccbals Creek runs
right down here...rizht éewn the
creek-zed, ITharsuch the sluice.

JQsH
(proudly)
We can placsxr “wenty <ons oI
gravel a day with this =zis.

Se reizs up a stone's throw from <he menitor =-- manned v
Club == and from the sluice, whers McGill presiiss cver a
three-man crew shoveling gravel. Reaching cuz, Josh fakss
the raians of Megan's horse, pulls har close. As CAMERA
PUSHEES IN...
. JCSH
New, what'd you rszally come v
Sor?
MEGAN
. . (timidlvy)
I...I was just riding. =~-- Thoughts
I'd take a lcok...
JOSH

I've wantad t0 look at you, +Lo0.

-— Real clese.
The fear and confusion of innocencge crocss her facas =-- 2c0
late. Lavching, he leans cut in the saddle %o wraz his
arms around her., She c¢ries out, struggling acainst his
efforts. 3ut his superisr strengsh pravails, and he hauls
her onto his knee, sawing at her, thrusting ais lipzs against
ner stubborn, Irightened face. Hi% bv her flalling Zeet,

her horse bolts.

FULL SZOT - CLIZT FACZE

The jet cZ water THYUNDERS against the clifZ, Megan's horse
runs wildly THRCUGE FRAME.
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JOSH & MEGAN

Trying 20 conitrol the wrizhing, terrifiad cirl, Jesh venzs
a WHCCP, inadvertantly digs in his heels. =is horse civotss
SKittishly, dar<ing fecrward.

PANNING WITH JOSZ & MEGAN

as Josh's herse, bearing the voung man and his
careens zast the xmonizor, directionles

M
t
[}

c0SH
(a shout)

Cluuuuuuuusobo ! !!
Turning, Club sees his young emplover's pradi
stinctively swivels the water-canncn =2 cux
headlong dash.

:
- -3
canment - o=

- -

Z the horse's

ok

ANOTHER ANGLZ

The process of mining is forgotian 25 thae work-craw —— 2
total oI <on or twelve -— Zlee prudently Zzom the naw
ion of the hydraulic jez, or a=z:tampt 25 suzround Josh

wheeling, zivoting horse.

TIGET TWO SECT - JOSE & MEGAN

sackdérep cf the savace white scrav, Jeskh's hor-se

Against the
abruptly pulls up. Laughing it &9 beat hell, Josh sliZes
from the saddle with Megan tizhzly clasped acgainst ainm.

JOSE
Look what I cot me
tin-pan's daughter

bovs == 3

’
f
MEGAN
Let me co!
GROUP SEQT -~ LAEQOD'S MEXN
Some ¢ them Zdrenc

n
all o them delicghta
and his prize.

hed with spray, cthers begrimed wish mud,
<, they gatiher aroundé zheir o !

MEN AD LI3
(above the NCISZ) .
Rare uz on her, Josh!
Take that cherry, son!
You give me seccnds, Vv'hear?
Go to it, bey!l!l!l

.
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A sordié grin spreads across nis massive Isaturss and he
abandeons the menisor, nurrving zswarsd the ¢.S. zhrong
Cteving 2he laws 2 zhysics, the menizcr zrzss skywazi lika
a giant founzain.

GROUP SHOT

CAMERA PUSEZS IN c¢n Josh and Megan as he wres:zles her dcown
In 3.G. the hvéraulic ssume assaults the air o =zhe caaven
in a DEAFEINING HZIS3. The cirl's shrill SCREXM oI zrotast
punctuates the misty, throsbing air.

CLOSE S=HOT

as Josh rips “eqan‘- blouse from col
brief voveur to ner creamy acdolascen

QUICX CTT

The miners' muddied Zaces -- leering, gawkiiag, jakberiag.

QUICX CUT

r
g
'-‘.
L
(0]

The hissing, RCARING monitor =-- drenching the air wit
spray.
<OSE & MEGAN

as Josh flings up her skirt =-- inserts his kxneses hetwsen
her legs %o Iorce them open.

Abruptlv, CAMER3 2C0CMS IN on Josh's hat as -- simul+tanacus
Wictn tne SCUND @f an 0.5. she= == itz i35 7iglan=ly oicwn

£rom nis heac.

The kid only jumps six fset == straight up. Whirling, he
gawks open-mouthed at: :
GABRI:L

Atop the crest of the hill, astride his horse =-- descending.

CLOSE ON GABRIZL - TRACXING SHOT

-- riding forward, unhurried, shirt ozpen at the throa:t, hat
lled low.
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Still wearing his prezachar's gark, but wizthout zhe starched
white collar encirclinc Ris neck, he zresenzs an smincus
vision in black == a wraizh, an apgarizizsn, an awesome

i
prasence.

Around his waist is a gunbel:, the hclster emptv.

In his hand is nis .44

3

HE MINERS

, they scatter like roaches a: the hoticm ¢f 2 cracker
arrel.

o g

it

(o2 ]

CLOSZ. ON MEGAN

Seeing him, a cxry is torn Irom her thrcat --

MEGAN
Preachex!!!

CLOSE ON JCSE LAHCCD

Regaining his senses, his face contozts in a snarl of caezz2d
furxias.

CLOSE ON GABRIZL

== approaching¢ inexorably, inescapabls as deatzh.

RESUME JOSHE

as his hand -- for the third time in their acguaintasce --
drops towaxrd his gun. Andéd this =ime he fcllows through.

He has just enough time %29 clear leather, anéd then:

~

fires four +imes.

QUICX CUT - JOSH'S PISTOL

It f£lies f£zom his nand.
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Hi% again, it sztins

ANCTHZR CUT

!4.
oS

#2it again, it zeverses its sp

ANOTEZER CTT

.
A

1it agaia,

o

evolades,

b

There is a split-second's pause, and he fir-

®

S Qnce

ON JCsd LAE=CCD
-= 3 round red hcl2 apcea
he by what he has seen th

-
5 11 i
-
\e

z
a

PANNING WITE CGASRIZL

Leaning lcw £from the saddls he swesps up the girl
ner arms toward ais neck. As he gathers ner %5 aim
encircle him; she presses her Zace against his ches
Trembling...as =--

NIW ANGLZ

Gabriel and Megan disappear throuch the white claoud
beneath The ROARING jat oI waza2r, OUT OF VIZIW.

And as suddenly as he haé aprearsd, he 1s gcne.

ceo Ik is cver.

EXT. MAIN STREEZT - TOWN - LCW ANGLE - SPIDER - DAY

Gripped in cne of Spider's hands is his =ig lump <2
in the other a bot:ile oI whiskay. A& rusted Patecrsc
truédes from its nolster near his hip. Drunk, he sw

-
lurches ia the middle o the strese:

©

’

Lo
-

—d =1 o
wiO

’

lore.
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.
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"CAMERA SHCCTS acrcss the oculankl:

SPIZER
{(shoutinsz)

Lahoecd, i<'s nls Soidax! Ccme

oUuf anc =i= a2 =Zc==l2 wiLzh zan

nonest man, v's<uns's suzTzill
He tips Zhe botzla, Zrxrinking cspiously. LENS ANGLZS U? ©o
include Lahcod's estaplishment =--
== and <he seven hcrses ¢f Stockburn's entourage outside 1t.

INT, LAHCCD'S COFTICT - LA=COD § STOCX2IURY - CAY

g 1 Zurnisheé rzoom toward ke
two men standing at the windew, geering cuz. Lahced an
STOCX2URN ars seen in silhouvetze, %heir backs TCWARD LZNS.

i STCCXIURN
Is he cne o them?

His voica is low and unctuous like the helly of a snmaka acrooss
black valvet.

' LAHCOD
(neds)
Piece oI trash nameé Conway.

Iz's €00 pad. 7ITor a whil
thera, I had 'am tufizlce
(shakes his kead)

Then %this gpreacher czme along
and shot 'am Zul!

L

2ll 9f sass.

STOCXIURN
(derisively)
A preacher?

LAHCOD
(bittexrly)

You take care cf him aleng

with the res:t. Ze's maca me
lock bad iz f£rcnt o2 my men.
-- Whipred £hree of 'am, %zoo0.

STOCX3URM
(skeptically)
A preacher <&id thac?

LAEQOD

- STCCXIURN
(suspiciously) ;
what's this...preacher...loc

b
)
b
3
({1}
3
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TULL SECT - THZI RCOM - ZMNCLUDING STCCXIUZFM'S 2ZFUTIES
Moticnless as sculptura, 4hev stand against the ofiice wall
six icy cunmen with stars on their wvests. ALl are big, all
wear zTistols slung low. A cciled desmenziz seems =2 sa2diate
f£xom their sunken sves, their slorzing jaws.

Tell the tzutzh, never noticed
mech. He's tall, I guess --
six-Zour. Lean. Moves smcoth
for a man =hat =ig.

{(brief beat)
His eyes == I remember hls aves.
-= Something strancge about them.

Standing at the window wi4<h his back to CAMERA, we can almost
feel Stockburn Ifreseze. And in the silence that descends --
as happened =arlier with Gabriel...TEE CAMERA SLOWLY CCLLIZS
CLEAR ACROSS TEEZ RCCM...

«+.TO0 A CLOSE SHOT QOF STCCIRURY.
Backlit at the window, his face is a darksened mask.

LAEOOD 0.5.
(quizzically

That mean sometiing to wvou?

STOCXEURN
(a2 beat)
"Sounds lika a man I once knew.

_ LAHCOD O.S.
Might be. He racognized vecur
name.

Silence. Stockburn stands izmobilized...scntamplativa., AL
length --

STOCXBURN
. {(low)
Cculdn't be. The man I'm 2ainking

about is dead.

QUTSIDE WITE 3S2IDER

Drunk as a lord, his challange unanswered, he spits in the
directicn of the building.

SPIDER

(shouting)

I know vou'zra in thare, Cov!
(MCRE)



e
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. SPIDER (CCONT'D)
I Sot sometiin' %'show vel
C'mon ¢ut 'n nawva 2 Zrink, 7'nl2d
Sow=-selllad 2lcaz!

HZIS ANGLE - THEZ BUILDING'S MAIN DCCR
It blows cren: twe cor thres of Lahced's men tumble cus as iF
aveiding a more threataning forse...

.+ .then Stockbura's deputies file cuf like zan unhurried cack
of wolves. They silently Zlank %she door, wi oo me
each side.

ON SPIDER

v

HEis brows Xnit. 'He dces not know them, bu
prickle with their dark, mystsrious silenc

nis inzuiszions

-
-

=

-

ORIGINAL ANGLZI - THE DZPUTIZS - TE= DOOR

A beat. Then Stockburn himself matsrizlizes Srsm wikhin, «
advancas a st2p or two peyondé his men who 31 iike high
priests of the ccculi. He stands chers,; fla nands
with an omincus metaphysical grace.

He is forty, Zforty-five...ageless. A man with Seazu
scarred by the vitriol of evil tha:z a 1li
his presence ané an aura of corzuziic
vagorous cloué ¢ dreacd.

SPIZER

recoils Zrom the psvchic stanch of Stockburn zs 12 f-em worm-
hi

Zx £
infestad £lesh
SPIDER

(uncer+ainly)
Where's...Lahocd...?

ON STOCXBURN

(A
’.J

x like

[

His hands at the end of writhing wrists uncoil and
nests of servents wakarned ZIrom a magic spell.
- STOCX3URN
Insice.

(a honeved whisper)
Do you have a problem?



SPIDER

(as it Zawns)
Tow're Stackbura. _

STCCX3URN
Zas., and these...

lo to Mz. Conwav.

PANNING SEOT - T=EE DEPUTIES

silent. ...O0minocus,

GRCOUP - TAVORING SPIDER

Spider's eves assess *he stone-faced men mistritszfulls, To
steel himselZ, ne takss a pull £rom 2is tottle. Thsn --

S2IDER
I got no bzisf wizh you., It's
Coy I want to talk +o.

STOCXBURN
(softly)
Be's listening.

An eerie stillness gervades the stree: as Szider hesizazes,
then clears nls throas of Zs22r -~ atzampts an uncenvinsing
swummons :

SPIDER
{shouting)
Lahood, vicrsenv-lasczed lizaxd...

His voice trails ofZ -- his caze
incessant dance of Stockbura's £

by the obscens,
A

INT. BLANRENSEI?'S ZMPCRIUT)

Blankensihip lcoXs up Zrom his ladger, cocks an ear -~ then
turns toward Spider's sons wWhe stand in MED. F.G., enraptured

by a pair of Zfactory slingshots.
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. 3LANXZNSHI®
Sounds lixe ysour caddy's running
cut of steam, Zcys. 32ectiar take

Rim home ncw, huh?

Aw nell, Mr, 3lankensnip, we only
get £o tcwn Tere onc yea

o
fu

RESUME TEE GROUZ ON MAIY ST2==T

Spider swallows, cenuinely f£ri
men who face Zim. Stockburn simpe
sourdough presents.

ghtened by the se
rs, amused bv Zhe image Zhe

STOCX3BURY
I don't think Mx. Lahcod want
to talk to yocu...tin-zan..
(a beat - he raises
an eysbrew)
But maybe he'd like *o watech you
dance, nm? ’

CLOSZ CN SPIDER

-

e
r
W
o
'.—‘
in

He knows what Stockburn means. A sullen gleam asser<s
— : toar e - B PR . '
in his whiskied eves: he shakes his head, a jerky no.

SPIDER
I don't know now t£2 dance.

RESUM= GRCUZ? SHCT

In a motion so fast as %0 startle ¢ ,

seems %0 leap £o his hanéd. The weapon Ziras -- <he slu
kicking up a clcud of dust as it strikes the earth two inches
£rom Spider's Zoct. Z2e jumps.

Stockzurn's pistsl
°f

BRIZT CUT - THZ DEPUTIZES

Impassive, emoticnlass. Inscrutable.

RESUME GROUP SEOT

Dust settles, the terrid silence £alls acain. Spider cuivers,
forlorn ané terrified. Then:
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. STCCX3URN
It's easy. You just...move vour
£eet %95 the zhvenm.

4

wn
o
(6]
0
(7]
"
B
),

BLAM-3LAM!!! Twin geysers o earth erupt &t Spider
———
1]

Ya
he nops rellexively.

AT BLANXENSHIZ'S LCCR

Alarmed Ev £he £3 2niire, Blarnkanship and Spider's Zwin scns
move INTO VIZW Zrzcm within -- and 3lankeanship grasps zhe sizu-

ation at a glance.

BLA.NKENSI—IIP
God == no! -

EDDY
(shzxilly)
Daddy!::

Aler+tly, Blankenship grips a bey with each hand =-- zestrains
them.

CLOSE CN SPID=ER

Though drunk 2 Tioment z2ast, he is now stone-sober =-—- dirscts
a sheut a% his sons without remeoving Ais caze from Stockburn's
qun.
SPIDE-
Stay whers vou arx2, hovs!

GROUP SHEOT - FAYVORING STCCXLIURY
as he tosses a czrmmand 20 his men:

 STOCX3URM
Some music, gentlamen.

tols clearing leathar 1

The SOUND of six addéiticnal cis s
lent air. Then: BLAM...3LaM,..,
jo e

sibilant WEQCOSH in the hot, si .
BLAM...BLAM.,.their bullets r into the eazth at Sgid
s.

feet, at ocne-second intarval
ed Zrom VIZW amidé the massive clcud
[=)

-
¢ dance.  Ee jumps. He spins. E

INT. BARBER SHOP - BRIZF CUT

-

The Barber/Dentist gently parts his curtain, peers cussida.
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INT. MORTUARY - 3RIZF CUT

The sallow Mortician causziously sckes his head cus =he deor-.

INT. 2CST QOFTICE - 3RIZF CUT

The spinsterish Pcstmistress stares through her mail-slots.

INT. LAHQOD'S CFFICZ = 3RIZF CUT

Lahcod zbandens his windew with a sigh and turms awav.,

'EXT. THE STREET - PANNING S$HOT - STOCXSURN & DEFUTIZS

Their faces obscured by a thick blue swirl of gunsmecke, they
lay dewn a rhythmic fusillade =hat RESCNATES taroughout the
town. .

ON SPIDER

Dust billows 2s he hufis and casps and jerks anéd bounces --
fzet describing a sathetic sarody of his celebrazion-dance

in Carbon Canven. His arms pump wildlv -- one wizh zhe zot+ela
the other with his precious lump of aggraga:a.

-

CLOSE ON STOCXBURN'S PISTCL

as it fires twice..

-= the bottle shatters, the precious lump disintegrztes,

FAVORING 5TCCI3IURN -
STOCRKBURN

Isz)

(over the NCISZ
Pick up the cempo, centlemen!

Wocden=-faced, the deputias obey: SLAMBLAMBLAMSLAMBILAMBLAM!!!

AT BLANKZNSHI?'S CCOR

The storexeeper fairly wrestles with the %4wo Conway bovs =--
does his utmost to constrain them --



ZDRY & TEDLY AD LI3
Stop it! EHa2lp him!!l!
Paddy!!! Let me go!!!

Manic desceraticn ‘l--xe:s in his £rightened eyes; dust swirls,
the air ROARS with gun:l:e, ne leaps, jumps, xicks, whirls,
whimpers -- and then with a tormentzad animal srotes=aziocn YEILLS
and --

INSZRT

== reaches for his gun.

Instantanecusly:

SIDE ANGLEZ - LOW LENS - STCCX3URN & =I5 DEPUTIZS

Their seven guns whip upwaxd, aimeé no longer a: the @irze, TI£2
there was measured rhythm to it previously, now the z2ir is rane

by solid hellish TEZUNDER.

ON SPIDER

as their bullets rip into him Zrom head %o %“ce. Scrags of

fabric andé couts of blcod e"upt like stuffing from a ravaged
doll as the slugs knock him backward, spin him, tozela nim.

And then =--

ON STCOCX3URN

as he lifts a hrand.

BACX TO STOCXETRN
as he drops kis hand.

STOCX3URN
Thank vou, gentlaexmen.
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AT BLANXZNSHIP'S ZCCR

Eddy and Teddy tear zhemselves Zrse from the older man's
grasp, Zash mcwliac OUT OF SHCT =owars --

SPIDER'S 3CDY

-- motionless amid the settling dust.

r l
wn
&)
(o]
L[V ]
G
v
14
U]
n

STCCXBURN & H:Z

There is a C_ATTERING oZ szen% shells ni
as the seven men shuck their ampties, re
their weapons. Then...

nAg the boariwalx
, calaly holstar .

«..Silence.

[R]Y
or
(8]

In which Stockburn wipges his hands on his shiz= as i
cleanse and cuiet &them.

CN SPIDER'S 30DY

as Zddy and Teddv, like a pair of oole-ax=ad neifars, sink
weeping INTO SHCT beside their Zatzer's pullst-riddled =odv.

and it is Zddy who, drawn by primordial Lnrulse, c
hand to a pecol of Sclde—'a blcod and liits it mute

~tieningly, inccmpranens-;lj, sward Stockiurn.

ON STOCXZUZN
He recoils as 1Z Zzom scmething vulgar, looks down at =hem =--
an angel o dark and vengeiul cortant.
STOCKBU’W

Take him back to Cazben Canvon.

(a beat)
Tell the Preacher to meet me here
tomorrow moraing.:

‘hen, tu¢“Lng on nis heel, he enters Lahoecd's »uiléding, z2ban-
doning the slcw-wittad boys who kneel anéd rock ané kean zkove
their Zather's corpse.

DIRZCT CUT TO:

CREZZX - suUNoeowN

0

EXT. CARZON CANYON - SZCTICN CF SLCPE

Twilight drifts downslope and £fills the canven flcor: i= is
strangely deserted -- only Ev Gossage i3 SEZEZN; he paces with
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a carbine in his hands, a nerwvous sentinel., AL tha SCUUD
cf scmetihing pushing :hraugh the underkrush, £.5., Ze wnircls.

HIS ANGLE = A HORSZEMAN

emerging from the woods acrcss the silent creek: a2 phantom in
the dusk.

CN IV GOSSAGE
Pearfully, he zrings the carbine o Lear.

EV GCSSAGZ
Stop! Who are ycu?

The horseman advances TOWARD LZNS, still indistinguishakla
amongst the shadows. It is:

GABRIZL
(as he aprroaching)
'ZTvening, Gossage. Sur =-vou k:cw
which end of that thing <he bullet
comes oux?

Recognizing the Preacher's voice, Gossage's Zace flocds wizh
reliaf, His words tumble ocu% in a torren :

EV GOSSAGE
Preacher -- | 7ou won't hbeliesve
what's happened! Lanhood cdammed
up the stream -- ol' Spider I<ound

a peck o' nuggets 'n' lit cux Zor
town =-- tihie Wheelesr gixzl's horse

come back without nexr, 'a' avexry-
one's out locoxking for her, znéd --

He pauses open-mouthed as Gabrisl comes closer and Gossage sees:

3RIZT CUT

The six-gun at Gabriel's hip.

BACX 7O SCIZNE

as Gossage's e:es cdart from the gun £o Gakriel's cpen-collared
-shirt. Indeed, Gabriel's whole persona seems dilferent. And
as the miner sta-es --

GABRIZL
Pass the word that Megan's £fine --
just took a little spill, is all.
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He rides <n past as CAMERA SEITTS, rewvealing Mecgan seated
‘behind him on %zhe saddéle, nolding =igac.

EV GCSSAGE

(nonplussed)
I'1ll be damned.

#

JoM® TO:
INT. WHEZLEIR SEANTY -~ DUSX
CAMERA CLCOSZ as Bess Gossage lifss the flannel "cozy" fxcom

a tea-pot, Lurning with it Irom the stov

BESS GOSSAGZ
Here, Sarah =--

ANGLZ WIDENS as she pours a2 cup of %ea Zor Sarah, who sits
unmoving and despendent at the %“abls whezre a lamp glows.

. BESS GOSSAGE
{ecentinuing)

- drink up. AaAin't no gocdéd to
fret...the Lord'll zrecszect her.
'Sides, thers's Zifteen Zolks
out lockin' for her, ané --

CRASHE! The wcmen spin toward %he 0.S. SCUNC.

" THEIR ANGLE

The door, knocked ogen bv Gabriel's Zcot, roccks back cn iss

hinges as he enters from “he dusk with Megan ia his amms.
ON SARAH
That vision =- the embecdiment cof all her Zantasias -- takss
her breath away.
GROUP SdAOT

GABRIEL

She's all richt -- Just needs a

little res=.
Ee c:osses effortlessly towaré the tiay sedroom with the
girl in his arms as aa*ah, with an inarticulaczs cry, gains
bev feet ancé rsaches his side. She strokas nar daughter's
hair, her cheek, while Gabriel moves tarough the dooxway,
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It

Ne stoozs and places Megan on =he zed, Sarah hovering

.

GABRIZL
It was Josh Lanced. =2 =ried

CD--o

He pauses..
arranges ne

Megan's eyelids flutter, she looks up 2% him.

GABRIZL
You're home, Megan. Your mcther's

here.
A single sob, the veriest sound of cgratitude and lonciag, is
tora from her thrcat. Reflexively her arms enczircle Ris neck.

TILT TP ©o Sarzh, the LINS PUSHING IN on her recognit!
Megan's love. for the man. And almest a% once her s=
falis on --

Gabriel's collarlass shir=.

BACX TO SARAE

we ETAR a
the SCUND oZ:

Even 2s she stares uncemprehendinacl
loud ané sudéen fcotZall on the zerch, 0.5.,

.J'l-‘

HULL'S VOICZ
(urgently)
Preacher.:?

ANGLZ WIDENS FAST as Gabriz2l straich:zans, *u:n;: toward the
deor. =-- For the brisfest eternitv his eves lock wizh Sarzan's
and he perceives in them tie stormy conflizts, doubts and de-
Sires that play upon her soul. =astily than, she avasts her



gaze and Capriel strides zast her, through the dceer.

INT. MAIN RCOM = DUSK

Gabriel emerzes f=-zm the bedrocm simultanecus with Hull's
arrival Zrom cutside. 32eiag garzrial wizhscut his turned-a-sun
collar -- and with the cunbel: 2% 4his waist -- Hull all Ddus
freezes in nis tracks.

HULL «
I == 1h,,.Zv said vou'd sroughs
Megan back. Is she...all r <

. GAZRIZL
She's fine.
Hesitating, still absorbing Gabriel's transformaticn ==
HULL

, {(awkwaxrdly)
You'd...better ccme cutsiis.

, ' o DIRECT CUT T

ZXT. CANYON PLCOR - GROUP SHECT - 2CsSK

CAMERA CLOSZ on a2 slocd-stained <tarpaulin which covers 3Spider!

motionless body.  We HZAR:

. ZDDY CCNWAY O.S.
(haltingly)

...then him and ais men, v s

him...forever...the sullets kap<

hitting hixz Zorever...

ANGLE OPE=NS to include Gabriel and Hull among the solamn, res
tive gzoup of placer folk conwvened arsund cthe farp -— around
Eddy and Teddy who XkXneel beside it as 1I reluctant £o abandon
the remains. A pall descends as Zddv's voice Zalters, trzalls

off.
At length...

ZV GOSsSAGZ
(to Gabriel)
It was nhim, wasn's 12? The Marshal
you warned us about..

GA3RIZ=L
(a nod)
Steckburn. tockburn and his dep-
uties.

wn
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.

All eyes Zix
gun instead of a c¢collar.

on Gabriel:

TEDLCY
(abruptly)
He said...to &£211 the ZPFresacher
to come &5 Townl ia the morning.
vy = - .t ot
-= Zull Zrowns at Gabriel.

And slowly, as iZ without wvolision, the minerss
noiselessly away f£rom him and place aim -- Z:in
cpposition o themselves acrcss =h ifalass,
The silence is macabre in ke dusk.
Ultimately:
JAXE EENDIRSCHN
(hushed)
The night vou warned us abcut
this Stockburn, it sounced like

The others
Gabriel's a
tween then.

-
&
I

Spider

T=
R

you. knew him.
that hissel:z.

it true

resant hang on the pause that Ioll
swer,  Spider's ccrpse 1s an eerie

In a mcment

GARRIZL
T({to all)

The vote yeu ook the other nic
showed courage, Yeu wvotsd to s
together, and that's whaz vou'w

got to do.

(a beat)
Spider went in alzone, and
his mistake. A man alone
prev. Only by sktandinzg =og
can you beat the Lanoods oI i
werld.,

never forget that.

(a beat
You've got a brave man here =--
deserves a »sroger burial. You'

best get on with 1=,

He turns away.

EV GOSSAGE
(too cuickly)
Preacher...?

w 4
Whatever hapzens tcmorrs

1t = :
fest sihi
;
ally -- in
—H—-—u»’:ﬁ -
D beae e -
ows, &wa.lt
) . .
Darrisr =
-
en e
cick
=
e
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The conflict of passions and the passions oI c¢2
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Gabriel “urns sack =cward the group. Gossage's embarrzssnment
is Zresichzed with a desperacas supplicaticn...

Q)
-0
b7
9

ZV GOs E
You...you ars gcina' into town
tomorrow, zin's wvou?

A beat. Then Gabrial merelv furns on his heel
It remains fcr Hull £o whizl on nis f2llcw oin

HULL
How can you savy that

J

4
INT. GABRIZL'S CASIN - NIGET

CAMERA CLOSE as with a metallic CLINK a cartridge slides into
the cylinder of a .44. ANGLE WIDENS to include Gabriel as ne
loads the weapon in the golden light ef a fuel-cil lantern.

A coffee~-cot 3T2ams on the stove penhind him and at the SCUND

of the door being open=d, 0.5., he glances up.

NEW ANGLzZ - SARAH §& GABRIZL

She stands within the threshholéd, lcoking a+ him...slowlv shuts
the dcor benind her.

A wordless hush consumes the rich gclden light between tihem.

Finally:

Megan Zfeeling any tettzar?
SARAH
She's sleeping.
(a beat) R
I wanted to thank vou for...what
you did.

GAZRIZL
No need. I'm just glaé I happened
by.

ns
on Sarah's face. There is much that she wants k2
much that she does not know how to say.

S-l-0-w-l-y she advances, the CAMERA PANNING un
his side...watches as he slips another ¢ :



Tha<%
wha<®
were

- Lots

Silence.

He shoves the last of

Yegan
Lanood.
could do such a

u;;..._-.mmﬂ_;g..—-- . - .

SARAH
(“,SL'an*‘v‘

very Iirst day, when Hull sald
vou'd decne in tewm, I knew you
a gunfizhtar.

GASRIZL
02 people carry guns.

SARAH
%cld me what fou d;d

. Iolllto D‘J.u a >

£0 Jesh
Ziznzer
.n;ng?

‘- -

six cartridges inzTo ti= cyliader and

shuts it with a click.
GABRIZL
(easily = indicating
o~ the pot)
’ Want some coifze? .
She makas no move. From an ozen windecw directly behind Gabrial
a night brseze gantlyv carassaes her Rralrs.
SARAZ
The seopla say you'ze going =0
town to face that Marshal and
his derputiss.
Ee slides 4he pistol into iis nolster which rests <n the tabls
by the lantarz.
GABRIZL
o s s¥2aN,
SARAH
Pon't. ...2Please.
GABRIZL
(sh=ugs)
's an old score. Time's come
to settle it.
. . SARAEH .
s Isn't there anything I could
; ; sav...or d4o...£0 change your .
N mind?
N Ee shoo*s her a lock, and rises...turns to the s<cve and aours
S two cups of coffee, Sarah turns away Ircm him, the CAuu

PUSHING

IN cn her face...



- gTOW up...see %

3.8., she
cannot see nis

A long teat,

turns

C e PeY A e T -

- 1C6

LU 22

Ha<g wm

it @

<t
.
v

A“ter that, I s

get nurv zzain...

(a. bea«.)

pri}
i~

O

.
+

o}

4,

*

other cday,
ancsher time
re I'4d never
never love again

Then you rode into our lives.,.a2
I couldn't help the way I f=21%.
-= God, if only could control
the way I f2el]

(2 beat)

When you left,
gone forever,

)

«ssdporeciate w

again.

FAYCRING GA3ZRIZL

- 'feS .

-
-
-

thouzht you'd

It -orcnd me %o
hings diffarensly

what I have. I
need a man who'll never leave e

Can you understand

<haz?

™he c¢oll2e poured, he slowly places <he pot on

And...you d have laf% again one

day,

wouldn't you?

t his rack is %2

teward him. 3u
laca. We can.
Then:
GAEBRIZEL
(seftly)
Yes.
She neds.
SARAH
Then it's test <thls way.
(seftly;
I'm going tc marzy Hull,

GABRRIZL
(2 teat - he neods)
¥ull's a gced man.

SARAH

Yes. .,..He is



This is

1‘
wake ur at aichz f::
Za ri

Rising on tiptces she kisses him, embracing him tighcly
suptly releasing him, she turms and walkxs < =3
ner zack =c him.

Then, akb
deor. Ogenlng iz, she gauses Wit

SARAH
Goodbve.

GABRIZL
Gooébve, Sarah.

havra ¢ )
he res=

She steps outside -—— and at that moment, through the open

door, carried up =he cdarkened canyon
of death = a wolf-aowl with a human

distan*t, echoing voice of:

GABRIZL

A voice £xcm the zast.

liks the chill windé
=aint == wa ZZAR %I

STOCXBUFY O.3.
Prgegeczcazashngzeerrrrrrrr, ., !/
Sarah freezas. The seria, ephemeral 3CUND Zades slowly.
Silence reigns, Then:
GABRIZL
(quietly)
Close the door. =- Mosguitoces'll
get i=z.
SARAH
(2 whisper)
- Who is ix?

Again the SOUND: an unearthly surmons on the senhy:s cf
the night: the claricn of doom...a distant wail...

STOCX3URN

'S VOICZ

Preczeecczazzzzrnzegerrrrrrr. ../

CLOSZE S30T - THZ LaM®

Cut of oil, it sputters...dies.

NEW ANGLEZ - GABRIZL & SARAHR

-They face each other across *the darkened roccm, with mocn-

light Zlocding through the open door.

The SOUND dies...



SARAH }
Who are vcu? Wno ara you r=2allv?
Gabriel's figure 2ané Zace are SIZIZN ia silhoue=ts == 2 silvar
outline in the mocnlighsz.

A long beat. ~Finally Sarah shakes her head --

SARAE
No.

EIGHE ANGLE - CARBON CANYCN - NIGET

The shacks of Carben Canyen are SZEN in <he mecnligh

e
-
wocden islands of human habitation lit Zrsm withinz Zy the
glow of lanterms. The éving scols of Carson Craek raslace
~e
-3

the silver sphere above in glimmering srofusion.

o

Again we HEAR the sound: a plancent, Y - e
ofZ the slopes 2nd £ills the canvon wi: its strange andé

chilling resonance:

| STOCX3UAN'S VCICI

Pregegecazzacehhzezeezerrrrrr,, ., ! !
And one by cne -- as if to wazd oFf Zhe spell of =he sound
and insulate their occupants against the cer=zin death which

morning will brsiag...
.+.the cabins' lights éﬁe extinguisned.
DISSOLVE T=E2U TO:
EXT. GA3RIZL'S CABIN - ZARLIZIST MCRNING
The air is blue-grey with +the tints of Zfalsa dawn as, LARGE

IN FRAME, Gabrisl's hands thrust sticks of dvmamite and coil
of fuse into saddlebacs. ANGLE CPEINS as he slings zhe saddl
-

bags over 2is horse's withers, zhen mounts. E=is mackinaw an
becdroll ars a tight-wrapped bundle benind the cantl=2.

He starts away £rom the cabin as CAMERA PANS...

...revealing Hull, astride nis hcorse and waitinc Zor hinm
around the side ol the cabin. He hRclds an olé Sharzms .30-90

across nis Xoees.

3
A
g}

, L
Morning, Barret. Little eaxly
for vou, isn't ir?
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(X

,‘/'.)\‘ -
HULL
Little,
GAZRZ=L
(indicatas <he Sharzs)
Goed gzun for tulfals.
(brief ceat)
Problem i1s ~= there aren't any
hereatouts.
HULL
. I'm zoing wiih you.
Gabrisl assesses the imazs of edzy deisrminzation tha% he
presen<ts,  In a2 aoment!
AERIEL
No tuffalo where I'm going.
neither.
: HULL
s o : v - (pointedly)
Hull shif+ts <he rifle so that the barrel points =-- as if
coincidentally == directly at Gabriel.
GAZRIZL
Even with that canncn, you
wouldn'® s<tand a chance.
HEULL ) L
That's for me to decide, zin's
it?
A veat., Their eyss hold. Then, with 2 shrug:
v GAZRIZL
Suit yourself,
He flicks %he reins, his horse starts forward. and as Hull
£alls in alecngside ==
CUT TC:
EXT. COZALT CANYCN - LAHOCD'S DIGS - PRE-DAWN
- . . :
f The bunkhcuse door is snhut, orerazticns not yet under way.
- THE MCNITCR
)
-~ Its lethal spray as yet unleashed, the water-cannen is SE=
In grim silhoustte azainst the cliffs Atruptly an EXPLIS
erupts at i1ts base -- de2molishes the i*cn nozzls and its



e mameaws mame eMa Sawdya S
as he cantars zas< che forey-:
palr ¢ szucTtaring sticks ¢ &

PANNING WITH HTLL

as, swerving 4is horse 2
dynamite stick against i

THE TOCQL SZE=ED

The DETCVATION of the dvmamits
blews the claptcari strictuxa
AT THE BUNXZOUSE

The dcor is Zlung <pen Zrcom wi
long-johns. E=e staras ia horr

GABRIZL

Astridse Ri
-

S horse, nie
in ¢ne hané, lcoks a+t Cluz ==
RESTHMZ CLU3

Whirling, ne shouts a command
eously, with Club in the lead,

WITE GABRIZL - PANNING SECT
Spurring his hcorse, he hurl
rides away =- tosses Cludb a2 ¢
CN CLUB

He grins, resturns the gestura

-
o vo: . .
- - =l.id Al gl s =
2¢=< irsn sluize ané hurls =
- - - - ‘- - - . -
vynanise zansaczh Iz,
Aates - E22 am - -
eavv rice ofI Zhe ground --
o ST
-2 STI2amn—-ceq.

the tcol-shed, Re pitzhes =
nda<tion.

b - YT e ==
rackets ¢IZ tha ¢clifis --
apacst likz & macchlox.

fulminating stick o dvnamise

as i waiting.

9o those withizn. ZIxstantan-

Lahcecd's nrali-naksé workars
£ higher ¢-oundé

]

nits the éirt.

- - C e e . . .

5 the cymamite intc ths bunkicuse,
T PRap o B, -
llant saluita as he cces.
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TEEZ 3BCUXHECUSZ

. . ,
disinkecTakas,

VARICUS SHCTS = GA3RIZL & EZULL

Shadewy £orms, <hey streakx throu
of the glowing seeds 2f destruc:
PLCSICN af+er ZIXPLOSICN, uncil =

the echces oI the tlasts rsverberaz

M o a-‘— S =

CAT THE CREST OF THZ CANYON

as Hull and Gabriel rzide up and INTO VIZW, pause to survay

the holocaust below. CAMERA PUSHES IN on Gabriel as ae lights
the wick ¢f cone last charge anéd =-- as it kegins to spusnter --
dropvs it. '

. GABRIZL *
Uh-ch. '

CLOSZ SEOT

ot ]
u
«k

Beneath the very hooves oI Tull's horse, the Zuse sput:tars
1
b 7 =

the end o2 the bouncing, rclliing stick of dvnami

TWO SECT - ZTLL & GABRIZL

Panicked, Hull vaul:

from £hs saddls and gzzbs %he dvnamiza.
Even as he hurls it away into the canvon, Gakbrisl smzcks :the
riderlsss horse =-- andéd it =clts.

GABRIZIL
You're a good man, 3arr
care- 0of Sarah ané the ¢i

' HULL
(whirling)
What %he hell =-- 277

Simultanreocus with the dyvmamite's 0.S. ROAR, Gabriel %=ouches
his hat == and gallops QUT CF FRAME.

CAMERA PUSEZS IN on Bull as the mandatas of fate beccme clear
to him, anéd he watzhes Gabriel recede in the distance. In
the thin, colorless air he liZts a hand...breathes a whisgersd

valedictory:

‘ HULL
So long...Preacher.



-= as Megan am
WITHEDRAWS zo0 1
tions f£cr ore
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& - % — h] - T, &=
rges Zrom the bedrzem, fullyv Zdressed CAMERPA
- D= - - - o im e
clude Saranh, busy &= the stova Witk srapara-
Iast.

(surprised)
I thcught you were s3%ill asl
Ahy're you dressed?

_a
(L]
4]

'‘ag

MEGAN
(solemnly)
The Presacher's cgone, isn': he?

SARAH
(a beat)
Yes.

. . MECAN _
Did you ta2ll him you loved him?

Sarah hesitates, z2néd then --

Megan nods 2gain, then tusns slowl

SARAH
e knows we noth love hin.

nocs.

MEGAN
Did you say gcocdkve £ him?
SARAE

(a beat)

-5 -

<
r
0

MEGAN
I disn't.,

Opening the door, she steps outside.

CUT TO:

EXT. LAECOD'S OFFICE - CLOSE ON MC GILL - MORNING

Looking down the street and 0.5., Lahsod's Zoreman reacts
with apprenensive awe Lo what he seses. The ANCGLI WIDENS;
we SEE that McGill is bu% one ¢f Zive wmen -- Jagou, Tyson,

two others --
the building.

lounging in the earxly morning sun ou<sside



) MC GILL
(half tc himsel?Z)
I'll pe damnac...

REVERSE ANGLE - LCNG SHCT

To either side of TRAME we see the duildings of Main Streer,
In CENTIR FRAME, far down the dusty expanse, a singls horse-

Man.- approaches unjurriedly. ...Gabriel,

INT. BARIER SHCP - DAY

The town's 3Bazber/Dentist -- seeing Gabriel zass bv in 3.
throuch his window == vents a whistle of antiseptic crtho
dontic f2ar and guickly pulls ais cusztain shu=.

hed
\J .
-

INT. POST CFFICZ - DAY

ol Rda L b

SEZING Gabriel rida past == her viaw <aleidosccp; thzouch
ner mult;tuca of pisgeon-holss == the Postmistrsss mu=-=ers an
AD LIB prayer t0 the Virgin...ané vanisies Z-cm viaw., we

S2AR the scund cf a door slamming shut.

INT. LAECCD'S OFFICT - STOCX3TRN & LAZCOD - DAY

They standé a< the windew, Jeeriag through the gaz+tad curs:zia
watching Gabriel agproach. :

. LAECOD
That's him. That's the 2resacher,
hs

STOCX3CRN
(staring out)
Uh-huh.

: LAHCCD
Ever seen hix kelor

STCCZXBURN
(a beat)
Can't see his face £rcm here,

INT. MORITARY - DAY

Gabriel's figure is SIZEN between twin wvases fillad with Zface
crepe g-a i0li as he passes the est a:l- oment. Humming a
tune of morbid ’Ol’ltV, the sallow ndertake- hastens ous =o
fasten the anLt:SIS across his windeows: si an...sTam...ala

-
Yol
=
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EXT. MAIN STREIZT - 2ANNING WITE GABRIZL

o

as he brings nis hcrse 4o a s$=0p at the aitching rail of
3lankenship's smzcrium, casually dismounts and ta2thers the
animal. Then =-- without so much as a2 glance it the men
across thes sireet =-- he anters :ila stors.

INT. 3BLANXENSHIZ'S - DAY

CAMERA TRACXKS with Gabriel as 2e adwvances lesisursly <owaxd
the dining azea, passing 2lankensiiz 2% werk wich Ris ladgers

GABRIZL
(without a glance)
Blankenship.

Blankenship stares =-- seeing Zfor the very Iirst

about whom seo amuuch has been rumored.

CAMERA STAYS with Gabri
smilas at Mrs. 2lankenship who busily tends

and cassernlzas.

Mcrning, ma'am.

‘—l
w
i
1
'

MRS. 3LANXZD
(turning)
Morning, sen. CoZfze

GABRIZL
Yas, thank

Then it

mi
. you and vcour husban
Littls walk.

ON MAIN STREZZT

-- as Jagou abandons the grocup of men on Lahced’

scu=tlas across the street 22 =he amporium.

[

peering =hrough its window, Re then turns and qu

traces his steps, returaning <o his cronies.

JAGQU

(a baffled whiscer)
Sonofabitech is just sitting t
drinking ccilee Sven got hi

back o %the dcoh.

The men exchange a look.

al 2s he ftakaes a seat
-

'
U
(™
2]
(11
T
by
(]

s
at the counzar,
5
her s+tsaming Dois
. -
;=
- -
o o e

S yw:-n,
Cautiously

S

icklv re-
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MC GILL

Well, I reckon %=he Zive 2% us

don't need the Marshal, dc wa?
INT. BLANXENSHIZ'S - ON GA3RIZL
Sitting -=- sigping his coiffee.
CN MAIN STREZT
Guns drawn, lLahcod's men c¢cross zhe s<r=2ef <5 3lankenshin's.

£ the door they pause -- awaifs ti= signal of McGill's up-

raises arm.

And as it descands:

INT. 3LANXKENSHI?'S IMPORIUM

thev flced #thrcuch =he docrwav 2n masse, wich 3LAZING, R0ARING

anr :_
GUNS -- immediaz Ly ZCLIPSED FRCM CAMERA in a dense cloud ¢
gunsnoke. .

SEZRIZS CF SEOQOTS

as they lay waste, to :he establishmext...

The rank of pristine candy jars =-- Zrom which, not

long aco,
young Ebenezer Pipkin had tried #£5 giller =-- are Dlown apars
in a bric“c-co;cr=a cloud of saccharine shardés. The zots
and vessels of Mrs. Blankesnship's kizchan are riddlad with
holes, disqo*g;nc sStreams of sauce, scug, milk. The mezzl
hoops of crackar=- and pigkle-barrals ara snzacted Zv bullazs,
barrel-staves parting with explosive Zflcods o zigklss, brins,
and cracker-crumbs. Ranks 0 mugs z2né <ishes shattar on <heir

shelves.

BRIZT CUTAWAY - INT LAHQOD'S

Lahood and Stockburm stand a+ the window peering towaxzd th
SOUND oZf the 0.5. Zusillade.

LAHOCD

Well, Marshal -- i% appears vou
won't have &< bother voursell

with the Presacher.

Stecckburn's expressicn deesn't change; he continues peering
through the parted curtains. ‘
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| STOCK3URN
(cuietly)
We'll see.

RESTME INT. 3LANXENSHIZ?'S

ey seters out, and the men ars SEIN throuch

-= as the lethal vo
dissipating gunsmeck

1
a.

TEEIR ANGLE

DPANNING LINS absorss =ha chaos: a mirs of zlass and liguid
squaler...

...00 sign of Gabriel.

RESUME THEE MEYN
as they squint, bewildered, Through the smcky haze --
GABRIZL'S VCICE

(behinéd tham)
Loocking Zor scmecne?

l—a
| -
h‘
",
by
fn,
v
ta
v
y
m
<
2,
r
'4
e
b

Well, shif == their legs turn o je
with sickly faces -—

INT. LAHCOD'S - CLOSZ ON STOCK3URY & LAEZOCD
at =Zhe win

wlbrln B;anxe 1shin's 1liks a

clap. and then...

...Silence. .

The two men ramaina mc+tisnlsss, deering <hroucgh +he curtain,

as CAMERA ANGLES TC SHOQT PAST THIM, LINS ZCOMING t:roug“

the gauzy curtain toward the soundless, liZelsss emporiux

across the street.

We wait.

And then a single man emerz=s Irom withiz.

...Gabriel.

-

Ee glances cnly briefly toward Lahcod's place, TOWARD LZNS,
and then starz<s down the Doa*cwalk at a laisurely pace, AWAY
FRCM CAMERA.



As we WATCI, Gabriel =~ naving tuz some 2istance Setwesn
himselZ ané Lahcod's place =-- steps ¢ff the becardwallk, stridss
towazrd center-streset...and stoms there.

ZXT. MAIN STREZIT - LOW ANGLI - CN GA3RIZL'S FEIT

as they %urn to face lLahcoed's. A zZeat., Then six stent shells
clatter INTC FRAME in.the dust and CAMERA TILTS U2 o Gabrisl.

Towering CVER LINS he calmly begins reloading-his zgistol.
RESTME LAHCOD & STOCERTRY
as Stockdurn raleases the cur+tain, turns away Ircm the windew

and quietly answers his amplever's cuestion.

He's invikin

I3

STOCXIURN
g uSs 2¢ join him.

EXT. MAIN STREZT - WITE GA3RIZL

== sliding shells into empty chambers. The solt click-clizk
is inocrdinately loud in the utter s=illness that gravaills. A

beat. And then ne giances up towars:

LAZCCD'S PLACE

as the dcor is orzened ZIrcm within...and with ritual zr
Stockburn's deputias emerge. Three =0 one side of the
three to the other. As they had whean Spider came to =own,
thev £lank the open dcor like phan+tom escorts to a ghostly
leacer.

And in a2 moment =- as when Spider came to ftown =-- Stockbuzrn
appears between the ranks ©f his discigles.,

ON GA3RIZL

Ee drops his gaze t9 his gun, slides home the last cartridge,
snaps saut the cylinder...hclsters the weazon.

hW the brim of his hat, he

Now, face bathed in shadcw beneat
rating him Zrom Szockburn and

looks across the distance sepa
his decuties... )
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...and waits.

SZZN] FRCM THEZIIR 20V as a valnerable

STCCXBURY & £I5 CZPTTIES

lgurs Iorey vards away.

Silently, as iZ at scme unsctokan command, the saven men descend
fole]

the staps o Lahood's building...cmoss the

onts the street.

CLOSE ON GASRIZL

3

ariwalk...nove

Eyes narrowed, he watches tha darxk and discizlined 3latsen as --

STCCXRURN § =IS DEPTUTIZES
-=- with zhe methed
s

across the dusty

GA3RIZL

nis hand resting loosely neax his 2istol's staghorn aandla,

STOCX3URN & EI5 DERUTIZS - FULL SHCT
They remain acticnless Zor a teat. And then -- wiil Stockbumm
moving first -- they start 2 rd down the street, a sktep at

a time.

ON GA3RIZL

as he, too, slowly advances.

ON STOCXZURN'S "ARMY"

CAMERA DCLLIZS ACRCSS THIIR XANXS
the record, 1
ROBOLD, MATHS

Iasler meemvrT S
? SEZZ Sy TUCXEER.

And, of course:

-
< ’

afs %o richt, their names a
R

with tham. Zor

-
XS

T TP fm—— - -y
OLXZ, GRISESCM,
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STCCX3TRN
whosa hands writhe like convulsive =z2nd-ils near Ris gun.

TRACXING WITH GASRIZL

Lancuid...watchZul...poised...advancing.

M

EIGH ANGLE - MAIN STRE

The seven men marching dewn Main Street. Gadrial meving
toward them. :epa:a*ed bv fhirty-Iive yazxds...

...Dy thizty.
... twWwenty-£ive.

At once:

STOCX3URN & =IS MEN

all draw. » , ~

SUBS=CTIVE CAMERA

DOLLIES ac-os3s =he line of Stockburn's men as the air EXPLODES
with pistol fire, LENS blinded by the billowing ZIumes ©of Zurnt

black powder.

SUBJECTIVE CAMERA

SHOOTS past Gabriel's shoulder thrcugh the smoke oI nis cwn
ROARING gun, =oward the swirling black cloud that engulls the

cvpcsiticn.

SUBJZICTIVE CAMERA
HOLDS on Stockburn and his men as, their last bullats scent,

thev ston firing -- the ArwTs:i's =T rastsrad 2s the cunsmake

9=



(_

/

Revealing Stockburn, Sedge, Xebeld, and Folxka still standi

(13

Grisscm, Ma<=her, andé Tucker are da2ad.

But:

STOCXBURN 'S ANGLE

Gabriel ean ro lenger ke seen. Cnly ais hat rezoses in €@
cust.

STCCX3TRN

Ze reacts with a cymical, knowlsdgeable smils. 3riefly sur-

veying his casualties -- like a general on a battlefisld --

he shucks his spent brass and, reloading --

STOCX3URN
(a2 terse command)
. Fan out. Find Rim.

Reloading “heir pistols, the deputies deplcy as Zidden.

ZXT. C2EN COUNTRYSIDE - MEGAN = DAY
Atop Hull's buckboard, she caresens across the lowlands at
breakx-neck speed. As she races PAST LZINS --

BACX TO:

silence engulifs Lahcocé,
= 1

Cal
ictad with the Plague.

Gabriel's hat still recoses in the dust, F.G., while in
B.G. Depuiy Sedge moves st2althily AWAY TRCM CAMERA down a2
narrow allev between 'a zair of two-story buildings -- the
most logical routs for Gabriel £9 have taxken.

WITH STDGZ

as he advaneces warilv TCWARD LENS along the aarrcw da2iile
between the buildings, the CAMERA DOLLYING BACX to disclose

an cren side door in one cf the clapboard walls.
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»y a gentls srsezs, tho Zoer meves siightly

SEDGE

His eyes fix on the dcor. He Xagws who lurks just benind
is. :

Fanning the hammer of his pistal, he 2mptias it into the deoor
BLAMBLAMSILAMSLAMILAMBIAM! | 1!
THEE DOOR

-~ recoils on its hinges, its center pcrtion blown awavy in

a preofusion ¢ splincers.

[0 ]

RESTME SZELGZ

as, quicklv shucking his shslls and reloading, he cauticusly
advances =2 =h2 dcor, the CAMIRA GOING WITH #H2M.

At the &hreshacld CAMERA STCPS -- z2nd Sedge staps into the
dark interior, OUT Cr SECT.

We wait.

Ané then a single shot REVERSERATES frcom within.

...and Saedge stacgers backwazi through the deox, into the
sunligh%. He ramains er=act Ior 2 mcmen: -- 2 lock < sroic
sursrise on his face -- then he tumblas ia a cwvisted neag.
CAMERA PUSEES IN we SIE the bullat-hols between his lifslss

aves.

EXT. MAIN STREET - STCOCXELRN

0ddly silent, oddly moticnless, he merely lcoks in the éirectiocn
of the ZCHO of :the shot.
Meanwhile:

DEPUTY XOBQLD

scut:les INTO VIZW arcund

a corner, »istol drawn.
up, staring 0.S. =-- CAMERA WITHDRAWS FAST £o include Sedge's
bodv lying sprawled in the dust.

£
»w

’
2
13

]



SULL SHCT - LIVERY STA3LZ

The huge barnlike strugturs sguasts aczess 2 side-st-set,
black tay dcors garcing.

As we WATCE, Gabriel slizs inside,

20LD...%hen WEIP-23N %o Xctold as he sSzots Gasrial diszgpeari
inside the stable and with a cunniag grin hurrizss aoiselassly

o .
after hin,

FRCM INSIDE TEE STABL=E
Robold is SZZN aporoaching == darting finally into the dark-

ened intarior, pressing up agaiast a wall in the shadows as
lis eyes rake the place. .

PANNING TEE STABLE'S INTIZRICR - XC30LD'S 20V

We SZE a massive sepulchre oI shadows gpunctuat2d bv thin ravs
of light which érift fhrough chinks ia ths rocs. A zamm
swallow peerzs...lorses munch conteniadly ia Lheir stalls.,..
tresses cof alfalfa siream from the loft lika maiden's hair.

No sign of Gabrial.

RESUME RCBCLD

Ee frowns uncertaialy, lcoks toward --

THZ TACX RCOM

Just inside the statle door and across :he way from whers
ne stands, the tack-rocm is a three-wallsd scace in which a

.maess of saddlery drips Srom wocden zegs. Amongs:e the gear

and SEEN AS L=ENS ZCCMS IN, is a snotgun rasting on a shals.

CLCSEZ SHOT - IN THEZ TACX RCCM

~

Robold's hanéds +hrust chantomlike INTC FRAME, remove =he
shotgun from its sheli -- grab the fox ¢f shells beside i=.

The wearon's breech is well-oiled, mekes hardlv a

s
Koboid breaxs it cpen. §Siiding a shell into each c:
barrels, he snaps it shut...pulls back both haxmers...
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death-¢
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pair of stiiI whiskies.
BACX 70:

INT. LIVERY STA3LE - FULL S5=EIT

as -- emerging from the shadcws =-- Gabriel steps cver Xobeli's
writhing =edy ané, gun drawn, mcoves toward the 5ig stable dcors

SUBJ=ZCTIVE CAMETA

SHOOTS ALCNG TEE SIGETS cZ Deputy Folke's pis
as ne appears some forty yards away == 1a the

The pistol fires.

ON GABRIZL

The slug splinters wood an inch from his face and he whirls,
throws nimself inside the stable, Tresses fimsell agalinst thse
interior wall.

In a mcmen:t nhe geers tentasivaly cut, trving <o pin-zciznt the
location of the sole remaining dsputy.

AGAIN SEOCOTS DCWN TEE SIGETS of Tcoclke's pistcl, <owazd Gasriel
who is briefly glimpsed iaside £ha stabla,

as the bullet Xicks linters, missing him bv a hais's-
breadth. He pivots e ‘

Effectivaly pinneé down, he finds

a ch
timbers of the stabls wall, peers throo
his antagoaist.

between two .
+his siis to

("8
e e
s

EFFECT SEOT

LENS SCANS GABRIZL'S POV «hrouch the slit. We SZE ti
less back wall of a clapboard ruilding...next to L
ence a watering &=

longing to the bank.

picket fence...in frcnt of the =
another wincdowless brick wall be

No sign of the gunman.

(1]
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FULL SHCOT - STABLZ DJCCR

as Gabriel s+tezs into full VIZW and emp<eies his pistol 2aAST
LENS =-- SLAM B3LAM 3LaM 3LaM 3LaM SLavMil -- <oward

THE WATERING TROUGH

The six slugs smash throucgh the side ¢ the trough in 2
rhy+hmic nerizontal patterm stitched acress the lencth of it
Punctured, the trough disgerces six idemtical strzams of
clear water. Aand then, in a grotascgue transicrmation...
CLOSE SzCT

«..the watar rsuns crimson.

SUBMERGED IN TEE TRCUGH

Tolke's body =-— distol still clutched in a dving hand -- is
a gruescme wraith beneatl the surlace oI cthe bloodiszd water.

slowlv unwinds, tha last of the deputiss killad.

.
Las.

Cnly cne man rem

(1]

STOCRIURN - ZXT. MAIN STREET

is face inscruitable, implacable. Ee sguints down-street
in the direction of che gunfire.

A long moment passes.

and then --

LOW ANGLE = CLOSZ SEOT - GABRIZL'S HAT

As before, it reposes in the midcéle of the street.
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Tt K -] Tt DTAm o s o, : =
Then Gabriel's hnandé ccmes INTO SHEOT and zsicks it up.
r~n - - — re ~ . J - - S Pl . -
AMEZPA TILIE U2, Gakzriel ifowers CVIR LZNS.

Replacing the ha+t ¢n his he2ad 2e liZts nis nistol, Zlizs

ozen the cyliacder and shucks ais asmptiss in the dusty silance,
his eyess on:

STCCXZURN = CGA2RIZL'S 2CV

SZEN outside 3lankenship's emrcorium, scme $ifty varis away.
CLOSZ SECQCT - STCCX3UXN

dis face is suddenly transformed. A grin cf raw sardgnic

evil perxmeatss his aves. 3""zng h_s Tistcl Zrom its holsztar
he spins the cylindsr to check iis loads, =hen glanges tack atz

GASRIZL - STCCRRURN'S 20V /

e’ stanés
reloads il

I‘
W g

IULL CVZIREZAD SECT - SCX3URN & CaA3RIZL
Both men are motionlass. The sefi click-click of sach shell
“insertad in Gabriel's gun is magniZiad v tae uttar stillness...

...1t is the only SOUND.
And ultimataly it stozs. Gabrisl snaps shus the gvlindar,

Ee is r=adv.

STCCXaURN

-ow’y crosses tC the centar of tlhe street. His left hané --
the one not hold;ng 2is gun -- twists ané writhes as i o
devour itself with psvchic Zamine.

Arriving mid-street, he gauses.

HI5 PCV - GaA3RIZL

@ him By a flat and dust és marred cnlvy
5
e

agss forms oZ Mather, Gr



N P - -
o —— e e - B T e ity - B

CLCSE CN GA3RIZL

Ris side.
walks.

LiXe Stockburn, ne ke

lds his sistol lcosely
Featuras darkened by th

e shadow oI nis nat,

S T}
W ¢t

And waiszs.
And waiss...

.o unkil:

STOCX3TRN

slowly starts forwarzd, one ritual step at a <ixe.

GABRIZL

advances &tsoward hinm.

LOW ANGLZ - STCCE3URN

Moving forward, lcoming OVZR LZINS.

LOW ANGLE - GASRIZL

A silhouexitz against the silent clcuds, &
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Both men aprear twelve Zeet tall,

TULL SIDE-ANGLE SZCT

as one man INTIRXS SECT F20M ZACHE SIDE OF FRAME and thev come

to a hals. No mors +<han twenty vards apazrt. A3Against the dusty,
weatherad, soulless false-fxcnt stores of Main Straet.

CLCSE ON STOCXBURN

Bis tension radiazes like heaz:i f-om the emters o hall.

LOSE ON GABRIZL

Motionless -- his faces unseen beneath tle brim of his hat.

STOCX3CRN

-

Mctionless. And then --



i%+s his head == and as
atas his Zzgce --

(husheé = horrziii=

es 70U, ..

ON GA3SRIZL

as CAMERA PUSEES IN on 1
look which nadé Zzrezen Jo
-—= t2e look which ne had

STCCXIURN 'S GUN WAVERS

And a desperata zallor s
ganic.

&

GABRIZL

raises his gun and

ar £i
burst of 3_.’.--:';:2 ;ha*; 1’.:
back and forth and risin

[TeIN )}

the sun

o

I ¢cn his Zac

STOCX3URN

30

)

Sive imes with cozuscaz
QUNZS from =he builéincs,
like a d=-um-rzll oz the

'-4.
3
n
l.a
.—l
' .
r
w
u
3]
'J
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._.‘
IJ
5
0
()]
.1

is eves and he dirscts at
sh Lancecd's rnand cn iis way
turned cn Cov lLahcod as well.

And before he can Zall -

GA3RIZL

ires cne last shot.
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STOCKIT!

A merfac=ly w=ound hcla azgears in his Zorerhead; the ack
his nhead blows awav and --

-- he falls. ]

A beat. 2and then --

LCW ANGLE - GA3RIZL'S FZET

Zmpty brass clatizers 4o the dust. TILT T?. Gabrisl lcom
OVER LENS, calmly reloads while nis eves never lsave --=
STOCBURY

spread-eagl= in «he dust, face up, his shirt stained scar
with the cirzular aa--,:n of Gabriel's bullass -- 2is zan
inert ané zale anéd ra=laxed at last.

GASRIZL .
closes the cylizder, holstexrs his gun, turas on his nee
and — am;d the crushing silence which envelcctes the st
walks toward his horsa.

INT. LAHOCD'S Crric=

Ih

Sunlight through &he curtain cf the office window Zalls 2cross
Lahcod's ashen face as his gzze marks Cabrial's movement toward

%2e horsa

=S TTLT

PRSI Y
It bolds a

Ané as %he

RESTME GA3RIZL

LAHOOC'S OFTICE

We SZE the gentle

SLCWLY CCWN...=o Lahood's rzighz

- _

in the sIirZep --
- % %

wlsdl tne sresencs



cf the man wizhin.

...with i%s coul
and the windcw ar

BLAMI!! A s.nﬁln shot rescunds wikh
smoking Derringer Zalls INTO TRAME

«..followed by the tyrant's Zody. Lake
RESTME GABRIZL

as he smeothly gains the saddle, flicks £hs reins.

THE QUTSXIRTS CF TOWN - WITH MIGA

White lather Zlacks her horse's neck as she cuidss the swerving
bucksoard tcoward the outermost duildings oI “swn.

ON MAIN STREZIT - PANNING SECT

as, one ty one or in small ::ig::ened grouss, =he cizizens
emerge from niding likxs suxvivers o2 & storm == 2esr frzon
doorways toward Lthe carnlage ia the dust.

SEVEZRAL (CUTS

The dead. Mather, Grissom. Tucker. Stockbura.

NEW ANGLE - DCWN MAZIN STE

as Megan's buckboard hurtles INTC VIZW azsund a cormsr, swiisly
gains F.G. where she vaults dcwn. Eer eves sween zhe fzces of

the citizens.

MEGAN
Where is he?

Still in shock, the citizens stare at her =-- make no reply.



' Glancing around, she Seccmes

MEGAN

. {a mad
wilers 13 n2¢

BLANXENSHI?
Where is who, child?

ANGLE WIZENS as the storskeeper staps INTO SHOT seside

BLANXZNSEZ?
He's gone.

<

He shakes his head with finalisy. Distrausht, H“egan whirls,

eyes raking &the streex.

BACX TO MEGAN & SLANXEMSEI?
a2s she spins to the bucktoard, sta-ts 22 clazber up --

BLANXENSEI?

Child -- !

She pauses, turning =0 him.

BLANXZINSHI?
(a gcentls admenision)
Look at ycocur norse, all la=harad
up like thas. You ride zim anv
more, you'll kxill him. He needs
a rest.
(a beat)

The Preacher's cone, child.

Turning, he moves slecwly fack towazd ais emperium -- la
Megan standirng thers. 3Small. Alone. 3etraved and nea

at her. A beat. Then, sti
her %tears...

MEGAN
No, he's not -=- not rasally.

She takes the horse's reins, begins to walk =:

TRACXS. ..

) Eack
down the street, the zuckkoa-d WPty in 4he traces. CAMERA
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MEGAN

Dreacher!

CAMERA TRACXS IN CLCSZ-UP, hope ané insgiraticn lending a
goléen luster to har voice...

MEGAN
(a shout)

I'm settinc vou Iree, Prsachar!

The ECZ0 of her cry ressounds taroughout the sitrsect.

Eer joyv doces battle with her sorrow.  0f the citizens she
passes, she i3 eoblivious.

MEGAN
I love veu, Brsachar!
(a ceaz)
Goodbve!

CAMERA CRANES U2, LIZNS TILTING towazd the adce ¢f town and
the fcothills hevend...encompassing tha Zoreszed slopes... .
and evan Zurzher in the distance, the nigh whits zea2kxs of

the Sierras...

MEGAN'S VOICE
(to hersels)

He'll come back. IZ I pray Icro
him, he will ccme zack. )

DISSQLVZ TERU TO:

Swirling mists and radian%t sunli
in the distance -- 2 sin

cht play on snew-clad slcmes
le horseman can se SIIN zscen-
.. r. [adenh-ab §

ow SZIN a"'a-..
tha heavens...

now hidden

’ oy
the silent and

cle
chemeral ¢l uds,
a 1

(con: nuing)
If£ I ever need him again, I'll
just n*aj £5r a mirzacle...

(a beaz).

He'll hear me.




