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TEASER

EXT. LAX - N GHT
A pl ane passes over downtown, on approach to LAX
| NT. LAX CUSTOMS AND BAGGAGE AREA - NI GHT

Newly arrived PASSENCGERS |ine up to clear custons. One of them
Al MEE (2-ish), bolts away from her MOM

MOM
A nee!
Mom starts to go after her. The sweetest man you'll ever neet,
DANI EL BACOLOR (60), kneels and stops her with a smle.
DANI EL

H . Were's Monmmy?

Ai nee stops, turns and points at her Mom who catches up

MOM
Thank you. She just turned two -- is
getting very bol d.

DANI EL
It'Il serve her well in life.

MOM

Ai nee, say hello.

Al VEE
Hel . ..

She stops because suddenly Dani el doesn't look right. He puts
his hand on his | egs, begins to shudder, dry heaving.

MOM
Are you okay? Sir...?

Dani el turns pale, crunples. H's body is wacked with HORRI BLE
SPASMS and his face contorts into a rictus grin.

MOM ( CONT' D)
Hel p! He needs hel p!

Then Daniel lets out his last breath and his body goes terribly
and finally still. Of the passengers' horror...

INT. NI CK' S APARTMENT - MORNI NG

NI CK HANNON (| at e-30's) makes breakfast for a WOVAN. He's sharp,
has a smle that hovers between cocky and playful. R ght now,
he's happy and in love. N ck shows her a REAL ESTATE LI STI NG

NI CK
Two bedroons, decent backyard,
nei ghbor hood we | i ke.



WOVAN
Can we afford that?
NI CK
Rates are low. And | have nobney saved.
WOVAN
For a boat.
NI CK
| can |live w thout one.
WOVAN
Si nce when?
NI CK
Si nce you.
WOVAN

(smles, then:)
G ve nme your hand - hurry...

She takes Nick's hand. Then a PHONE RI NGS and the DREAM ENDS

FI VE YEARS LATER - Nick (early 40's) wakes up al one. The
apartnment's now enpty, just a bed and boxes marked for storage.
You sense he's burdened in a way he wasn't, a |oneliness he
conceal s fromothers. Reaching for the phone--

EXT. /I NT. LAX CUSTOVS AND BAGGAGE AREA - EARLY MORNI NG

Ni ck escorted to the crime scene by fresh faced PATROLMAN REED

PATROLMAN REED

This way, Detective... How much | onger
you have left?
NI CK

Si xty-three days, eleven hours and--
(checks the tine)
Fourteen m nutes.

Said like he's tal king about the best chocol ate cake.

PATROLMAN REED
So you're looking forward to retiring.

NI CK
Li ke a dog to his dinner. Just ask ny
partner - right?

They approach DETECTI VE ROSARI O QUINN (30): woke, justice-seeking
and conpassi onate. She has energy and passion for the job and
made Detective a year ago.

ROSARI O
| don't know, we never had a dog.



NI CK
They | ove you unconditionally. And
then they die.

ROSARI O
How about telling the Patrol man
?onething hel pful. He just joined the
or ce.

NI CK
The system s broken, nothing works,
nothing's fair, and if you really
want to save people's |ives, becone a
fireman.
(to Rosario)
How d | do?

ROSARI O
You |l eft out "There's no Santa C aus."”

Nick smles and Rosari o shakes her head, generally anused but
al so exasperated by Nick's worldview Patrol man Reed noves away
as they step up to the body. N ck pulls the sheet back

ROSARI O ( CONT' D)
Dani el Bacol or. Just came back from
Mexi co. Coroner's people found a
bal l oon filled with opiates | odged in
t he back of his throat. Said his
stomach nust be full of them Died of
a nmassive overdose when one burst.

NI CK
He have a record?

ROSARI O
No. Drove a school bus. Sixty. Not
t he nost obvi ous drug mnul e.

NI CK
Coul d' ve been a user. This is how he
paid for his habit.

ROSARI O
Lot of people short on noney these
days. Could be nedical bills. O the
bank took advantage on the nortgage.

Ni ck is good at analysis, making connections. Rosario has those
skills but tends to cone at things nore froma human angl e.

NI CK
Marri ed?

ROSARI O
Yes, no kids. The wife's not at hone
or answering her cell.



NI CK
Pr obabl e cause for a search

EXT. LAX TERM NAL - DAY

Ni ck and Rosario exit the term nal _
suit, perfect hair) toss a soundbite to a news crew.

Ni ck gives Koslow a respectful

KOSLOW
The manner of death is out of character
for the victim and I'll be | eading a
t horough investigation. 1'd also |ike

to announce |'ve closed the Sullivan
mur ders. . .

nod. Once they're past--

NI CK
Funny. | thought we solved the Sullivan
case whil e he was busy maki ng di nner
reservations for the Chief... Wy's
Li eutenant Haircut here anyway?
ROSARI O

Thirty years of Daniel Bacol ors'
students have been posting tributes.

They're going viral, the case'll have
visibility.
NI CK
He's one thing I won't m ss.
ROSARI O
You mean along with everything el se.
NI CK
Am | really that predictable?
ROSARI O

You're a cl ock.

| NT. UNVARKED SEDAN - MOVl NG

Rosari o wat ches social nedia tributes on her phone:

FORMER STUDENT 1 (ON HER PHONE)
M ss you, M. B. You had a problem
you could always sit up front and
he'd listen.

FORVER STUDENT 2 (ON HER PHONE)
W were honeless. M. B's the only
one who cared, got us help. Wuldn't
ﬁ;ill be on this earth except for
im

ROSARI O
He sounds |i ke a candi date for
sai nt hood.

and see LI EUTENANT KOSLOW



Perpetual | y nore skepti cal

NI CK
Easy to be kind about the dead.

ROSARI O
No, these are heartfelt. Could they
all be wong?

They pull in front of a nodest bedroom home. Unifornms stand by
the front door, where nei ghbors have piled flowers.

| NT. THE BACOLORS' MODEST HOME - KI TCHEN - DAY
Ni ck studyi ng PAPERWORK he's spread out on the counter

NI CK
Credit cards get paid off every nonth.
Plenty in the checking account.

Rosari o noves from searching drawers to the Bacol or's LAPTOP

NI CK ( CONT' D)
| tried, it needs a password.

ROSARI O
The screensaver doesn't.

She's nudged the trackpad, the screensaver is the Bacol ors
PHOTOSTREAM The pics tell her a lot--

ROSARI O ( CONT' D)
Deacon at his church, served nmeal s on
Skid Row, ran half marathons for charity.

NI CK
Not pulling that off if you're using.

She nods. Looks at A PHOTO OF DANI EL AND TALA BACOLCR, arns
around each ot her, beam ng.

ROSARI O
It's sad. They thought they'd spend
the rest of their lives together.

Whi ch affects Nick, but he catches hinself before she notices.

NI CK
VWhat's her nane?

RCSARI O
Tala. Unifornms tal ked to the nei ghbors.
No one's seen her since her husband
left for Mexico.

NI CK
Itinerary on the counter was just for
him But she could still be involved.



ROSARI O
O in trouble. W need to find her

Ni ck joins her |ooking at PHOTOS of the Bacolors wth FRI ENDS

NI CK
Maybe they'll know where she is. Let's
upl oad these to Facebook and I nstagram
try getting face matches on friends
and rel atives.

EXT. THE BACOLORS' MODEST HOMVE - DAY
Ni ck and Rosario exit, she's raring to go:

ROSARI O
...We'I|l get a warrant for her
cel | phone - see if the autopsy turns
up any surprises - have the house
checked for trace evidence.

NI CK
Good plan. Too bad I'll be retired
before that all happens.

ROSARI O
You have two nonths | eft.

NI CK
Forensi cs and the Coroner have | onger
backl ogs than that.

(beat)
Unl ess the victims from Brentwood or
Bel Air.

He's trying to get a reaction, but she defends the Departnent--

ROSARI O
Privilege is a problem everywhere,
not just the Departnent.

NI CK
| agree. Except we're the ones who
are supposed to be keeping the scal es
of justice balanced. Only in L. A,
one side's wei ghted down by Tesl as,
j uice bars and yoga nats.

ROSARI O
| f everyone was that cynical, nothing
woul d ever change.

NI CK
Not hi ng ever does.

ROSARI O
When you started, how many Detectives
| ooked I'i ke me? Inequality's noving
in the right direction.



NI CK
The only place everyone's equal is
t he nor gue.

She sighs, he's nore exasperating than anusing right now.

ROSARI O
Going to the vote tonight? | heard
t he uni on got sone real concessions.

NI CK
Only because | have to.

EXT./INT. NICK S APARTMENT - SUNSET

Ni ck GRILLS A STEAK on his bal cony while he reviews BACOLOR CASE
NOTES. KNOCKI NG at the door. He | eaves the steak on, passes a TV
wi th the Dodger gane, where the POLICE CH EF, IDd by a chyron,
waves to the camera - Lieutenant Koslow sits next to him

Ni ck opens the door to see KEELEY and CHAD, a Gen X couple with
gray conpl exi ons whom Ni ck despi ses on sight.

KEELEY
H. |I'mKeeley, this is Chad, we just
noved in upstairs.
NI CK
Uh- huh.
KEELEY
Wll. It's just that we're all vegan

And the snell of cooking flesh is
deeply di sturbing. Qur son Stuart is
al so very sensitive.

Their 14 year-old son STUART wears a N CK CAVE AND THE BAD SEEDS
T-SHI RT and gives Nick a m serabl e nod.

KEELEY ( CONT' D)
So if there's any way you could not--

Ni ck cl oses the door on them

| NT. SHRI NE AUDI TORI UM - NI GHT

Cops fill the Shrine Auditorium N ck shows pictures of his
boat to DETECTIVE M LLER, a good, straight edge kind of guy.
NI CK

Deck's one coat away - re-laid the
whol e thing from scratch

DETECTI VE M LLER
And you're taking this trip by yourself -
for how | ong?

NI CK
Al I knowis |I'mnever com ng back.



They see Rosari o approachi ng.

DETECTI VE M LLER
How s your partner - still trying to
save the world?

NI CK
Wio knows, maybe she will.

Ni ck's nore positive about Rosario's idealismwhen he's not
talking to her. He noves to join her, and as they find seats:

NI CK ( CONT' D)
| put out the m ssing persons on Tala
Bacol or. Anything on your end?

ROSARI O
Her relatives all live out of town,
have no idea where she is. Think all
| did was worry them

A Union Rep - PAM MARGOLIS (50's) steps up to the stage

PAM MARGOLI S
Good evening. For those of you who
don't know, |'m Pam Margolis, head of
the negotiating commttee. Qur first
achi evenment was securing significant
wage i ncreases across the board.

Rosari o appl auds and cheers, |ike the rest of the audience..
Except for Nick, who's studying a NAUTI CAL CHART on his phone.
ROSARI O
Fi ve percent, year one. Good, right?
NI CK

| mthinking about stopping in Puerto
Vallarta on the way to La Paz.

PAM MARGOLI S
The City's agreed to one thousand new
hires over the next three years.

More APPLAUSE. Nick's still on his phone. A beat, then..

PAM MARGOLI S ( CONT' D)
As you know our health fund was nearly
insolvent. The City has agreed to
rescue the fund and increase
contributions going forward. But we
had to nmake a concession in return

Sonet hing in her tone causes Nick to | ook up..

PAM MARGOLI S ( CONT' D)
Wth frankly no other choice, we agreed
to extend retirenment and pension

( MORE)



PAM MARGOLI S ( CONT' D)
eligibility from20 years of enpl oynent
to 25. This is effective imediately and
applies to everyone w thout exception.

Younger cops are nostly unfazed... O der cops shake their heads
and grouse... Rosario realizes the inplications, then | ooks at
Ni ck, who is frozen in utter shock

PAM MARGOLI S ( CONT' D)
By now you should have all received
an email with nore detail, along with
links to place a yes or no vote...

Cops vote on their phones. The results are projected on the
screen: alnost all yes's.

MOVING N ON NICK - we see the anger and panic and outrage build
to the point where he's about to explode... then he bolts.

EXT. SHRINE AUDI TORI UM - NI GHT
Rosario catches up with him-

ROSARI O
Were are you goi ng?

NI CK
| don't know - the roof of a tal
building - railroad tracks - anywhere
it'll be quick. | can't take this job
for another five years!

ROSARI O
" m sorry.

NI CK
|"msure - you were | ooking forward
to getting rid of ne.

ROSARI O SEES - COPS exiting the Shrine stare at N ck

ROSARI O
That's not fair. And keep your voice
down.
NI CK
Wiy - what are they going to do?
(1 ouder)

| have an announcenent! The
Departnment's run by ass-coveri ng,
gl ad- handi ng, paperwor k- hunpi ng
bureaucrats who woul dn't know rea
police work if it smacked them over
their enpty heads and [it them on
firel 1'"mDetective N colas Hannon
and | approved this nessage!

She's had it up to here with him Her turn to unl oad:
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ROSARI O
Very hel pful - as always. And since
you brought it up, two nonths was one
thing, but | can't take your negativity
for another five years. If you don't
change your attitude, | will ask for
a new partner... Are you |istening?

He isn't - he's lost in thought.

NI CK
You told nme to keep nmy voice down...
(beat)
But what is the the worst thing the
Departnment can do to ne? Seriously.

ROSARI O
| f you get far enough out of line...
fire you.
Nick's mnd races... then--
NI CK
See you in the norning... | may be a
little late.

He wal ks away, |eaving Rosario to wonder..
EXT. LAPD UNI ON HEADQUARTERS - NEXT MORNI NG

Pam Margolis arrives for work bright and early the next norning.
Ni ck intercepts her on her way into the building.

NI CK
Ms. Margolis - I'm N ck Hannon
Detective 2nd. | only had two nonths
| eft before | was supposed to retire
and col |l ect ny pension.

PAM MARGOLI S
|"mafraid there's nothing | can do
about that, Detective.

NI CK
What happens to ny pension if | get
fired?

PAM MARGOLI S
That depends on the circunstances.

NI CK
Meani ng?

PAM MARGOLI S
Well. If you get fired for having a
pound of heroin in your trunk, you'd
| ose your pension and go to jail.

( MORE)
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PAM MARGOLI S ( CONT' D)
(beat)
But if you're fired for sonething
short of a prosecutable crine, it
woul d be consi dered wi thout cause. In
whi ch case they'd have to pay you
your pensi on.

NI CK
You' re sure?

PAM MARGOLI S
Yes, assum ng you' d been perform ng
your duties in good faith to that
poi nt. You can call our counsel for
confirmation, but | assure you I'm
correct.

On Nick, absorbing this..
| NT. WESTSI DE STATI ON
Kosl ow briefs the assenbl ed DETECTI VES in a professional drone.
KOSLOW
Everyone should fam liarize thensel ves
wi th the new booki ng codes..

Ni ck enters md-neeting, sits next to Rosario. Wi spering:

ROSARI O
Are you alright?
NI CK
| think I mght be... great.
She misinterprets his new optimsm Still whispering--
ROSARI O

So you're going to have a new attitude
about work. You give nme your word.

NI CK
Just you wait and see.

ROSARI O
(reads a text)
We're due in court to get a warrant
for Tala Bacolor's cell phone.

KOSLOW
Finally, a rem nder all public
statenents need to go through ny
of fice. Any questions?

Nick raises his hand, and it's on

NI CK
Yes, Sir, | have a question.
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KOSLOW
Go ahead, Detective.

NI CK
Can you nane one single case you've
actually closed? | nean, as opposed
to stealing credit for the work
everyone el se does while you take the
Chief to Dodger Ganes. And by the
way, how can you afford Dugout C ub
season tickets when they cost a third
of your salary?

The other Detectives stare at Nick, can't believe it. Neither
can Koslow, who is frozen for a nonent, then--

KOSLOW
You're out of line. And I'll have
everyone know those tickets were
donated to the Departnent as a token
of gratitude.

NI CK
Then why doesn't everyone in the
Departnment get to use thenf

KOSLOW
In ny office.

Rosari o wonders WIF i s goi ng on.
| NT. LI EUTENANT KOSLOW S COFFI CE
Kosl ow cl oses the door. N ck sits.

KOSLOW
What was that about? And | don't
renmenber asking you to sit.

NI CK
Me neither.

Ni ck puts his feet on Koslow s desk, gives Koslow a sm|e.

KOSLOW
Your behavior is unacceptable.

NI CK
| conpletely agree, Sir. And if |
were you, | wouldn't put up with it
one nore mnute.

KOSLOW
This is about the extension, isn't it.

NI CK
You' re warm
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KOSLOW
| know you're angry about having to
work five nore years.

NI CK
VNar ner .

KOSLOW
But there's nothing |I can do about
t hat .

NI CK

Cold - really cold.
Kosl ow doesn't understand what N ck's doing, so he ignores him-

KOSLOW
| understand you' re unhappy. |'msure
a |lot of people are. But we all have
to play the hand we're dealt.

NI CK
Except in this case they sw tched
decks at the last mnute, which is
cal l ed cheating.

KOSLOW
| think we've exhausted this metaphor.

NI CK
That may be the only thing in this
life we ever agree on.

Kosl ow studies N ck a beat, then--
KOSLOW
You're clearly trying to nmake ne angry.
| don't know why, and |I'm not taking
the bait.

NI CK
"' mvery disappointed in you

Kosl ow takes a breath, determined to avoid provocation--

KOSLOW

Unl ess there's anything el se...
NI CK

There will be, | prom se.

| NT. WESTSI DE STATI ON - CORRI DOR - DAY
Ni ck and Rosario on their way out, m d-conversation:

NI CK
The union | awer confirmed it. If
they fire ne for basically anything
other than a felony, | get ny pension.



ROSARI O
That's very clever. And
NI CK
Why ?
ROSARI O

Because you should care
people's lives than your

NI CK
| did, for twenty years.
time, and now |' m done.

ROSARI O
W& have a case.

NI CK

pat heti c.

nor e about
boat .

[ put in ny

That |'m | ooking forward to working.

ROSARI O
Why? Because it'll give
opportunities to get fir

NI CK
Taunting Koslow clearly

you
ed?

isn't going

to be enough. And | need to continue

to performmy duties in

ROSARI O

good faith.

You're just going to end up doing

sonet hing you'll regret.

NI CK
Just things other peopl

ewll. B
you won't have to put up with ne

| ong.

ROSARI O

ut
for

You really think it's going to be

that easy to get fired?

NI CK
| spent ny career watchi

ng cops not

sayl ng what they think or doing what
t hey shoul d because they were afraid

of losing their jobs. |
do the opposite.

just need to

Of Rosario, getting a sinking feeling--

EXT. WESTSI DE STATI ON - DAY

Ni ck and Rosario exit the station,

see NEWS CREWS | aying in

wait. Eyeing one reporter in particular, ELI O WH TAKER

ROSARI O
Ugh. Whitaker...

14.
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VH TAKER
Eliot Wiitaker for KLCS. Tributes to
Dani el Bacol or have touched people
all over the world. Wat can you tel
us about the case?

NI CK
No conment - as al ways.

VH TAKER
Can we take that to nmean you' ve nade
no progress in the investigation?

NI CK
No comment.

Ni ck and Rosario get into their unmarked sedan. They're BLOCKED
I N BY A KLCS NEWS VAN.

NI CK ( CONT' D)
Move the van

VVH TAKER
First help the public understand what's
goi ng on.
(wld stab)

Can you confirmthere's a connection
bet ween the victimsnuggling drugs,
and his job working with schoo
chi | dren?

ROSARI O
(to Nick)
We can arrest him but the publicity
will work in his favor.

NI CK
Two can play that gane.

Nick rolls the window the rest of the way down.

NI CK ( CONT' D)
| ' m Det ective Hannon, and here's what
| can confirm Actual journalists
uncover the truth and take on the
powerful, while you just sit out here
hopi ng for bad news and maki ng "no
comrent” sound |i ke an adm ssion of
guilt. 1'd call you vultures, but
even they have a place in the food
chain. You' re Ken and Barbie dolls,
with fake smles, hair that doesn't
nove, a fixed anmount of poses, al
pl astic through and through. Again,
It's Hannon. Ha-n-n-o-n. And |'m
backi ng up whet her you nobve your van
or not.
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Ni ck revs the engine. One of the crew dives into the van, noves
it just as N ck backs out, tires squealing. As they drive away--

NI CK ( CONT' D)
How was t hat ?

ROSARI O
Rude and ant agoni sti c.

NI CK
Good. I"'mtrying to build a brand.

| NT. STANLEY MOSK COURTHOUSE - DAY

Rosari o i ntroduces herself to ASSI STANT D. A JESSI CA SI NGER
(40), an intense, buttoned down, high-1Q conpetitor.

ROSARI O
|"m Detective Quinn, | don't think
we' ve net.

JESSI CA
We haven't, | just transferred from
San Diego -- Jessica Singer.

NI CK

"' m Det ecti ve Hannon, but there's no
point in getting to know ne.

JESSI CA

| sensed that about you right away.
ROSARI O

Ni ce.
NI CK

"' mabout to retire.
ROSARI O

No he's not.
NI CK

Actually, I'"mgetting fired.
ROSARI O

Not necessarily.

JESSI CA
|"mglad you two are on the sane page.

Nick smles, |ikes her conebacks. They wal k, Jessica noving and
tal king quickly, an all-business force of nature.

JESSI CA (CONT' D)
So - husband dies muling drugs, house
is clean, wife's mssing and you need
a warrant for her cell phone records.
Am | m ssing anything?
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ROSARI O
No. But | am wondering how anyone can
wal k that fast in heels.

JESSI CA
A never ending fear of failure hel ps.
(sm | es)
The warrant should be a formality,
but our Judge is busy in chanbers the
rest of the day and tonorrow as well.

ROSARI O
Sounds |i ke Judge Bi gel ow.

JESSI CA
He's fanous for making people wait?

NI CK
It's a power thing. And he plays golf
with the right people so he knows he
has the job for life.

They reach Bigel ow s chanbers. His ASSI STANT tells them

JUDGE' S ASSI STANT
Like | told Assistant D. A Singer,
the Judge is not to be disturbed.

ROSARI O
(to Nick and Jessica)
| f Tal a Bacol or knows sonet hi ng, her
life could be in danger...N ck?

She sees he's thinking... planning. Then--

NI CK
One sec.

He ducks around the corner. A LOUD Pl ERCI NG FI RE ALARM goes
off. People exit their offices as N ck reappears.

JESSI CA
He didn't just do that.

ROSARI O
(i nto phone)
I"'mcalling to report a false alarm.

JUDGE Bl GELOW opens his door. O der, overweight, veinous nose.

NI CK
Judge Bi gel ow

JUDGE Bl GELOW
There's a fire--

NI CK
--No there isn't.
( MORE)



NI CK ( CONT' D)

(snel ling al cohol)
Wi ch is lucky, because it would ignite
your breath. Now you're going to sign
this warrant, or 1'Il breathal yse you
and everyone will know that all this
time you' ve been in chanbers with
Jack Daniels, and a thousand defense
attorneys at once w || appeal your
deci si ons.

18.

Bi gel ow may be drunk, but he can tell N ck nmeans busi ness.

JUDGE BI GELOW
"1l sign, but it'll cost you your |ob.

NI CK
Oh, no. Please. Don't get ne fired.

Bi gel ow signs the warrant, stornms into his office.

H s Assi st ant

bursts out with a LAUGH, catches herself. Staring at Nick--

JESSI CA
| don't think |I've ever seen an officer
of the law so blatantly disregard it.

NI CK
Lazy and entitled Judges are a bigger
threat to the systemthan ne pulling
afire alarm Wiich I neither confirm

nor deny.
JESSI CA

You' re being extremely unprofessional.
NI CK

| agree and | urge you to report me
to the appropriate authorities.

EXT. I NDUSTRI AL WASTELAND NEAR THE LA RIVER - THAT NI GHT

Ni ck and Rosario exit their vehicle, sweep their flashes across
this concrete no man's | and. Rosari o checks a GPS app:

ROSARI O
The cell company can't tell if Tala
Bacol or turned her phone off or it
ran out of battery. But its |ast
| ocation is within 100 yards of here.

NI CK
Whi ch we woul dn't know wi t hout mny
"unpr of essi onal " behavi or.
(of f her | oo0k)
| chal |l enged Bigelow s privil ege.
Part of you had to enjoy that.
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ROSARI O
A part of me | don't |ike. Wiat you're
doing is ridiculous. And honestly, a
little shameful

But all N ck's thinking about is--

NI CK
| wonder how many nenbers of the police
conmmi ssi on Bigelow s called by now.

Trying to have a serious conversation, Rosario hesitates, then--

ROSARI O
Li sten. | know you have your reasons
for wanting out, that what happened
on the 14K case--

NI CK
--1 don't see anything, do you?

Ni ck shuts that down, won't talk about it. So she npbves on--

ROSARI O
There's a storm channel over there,
| eads to the river
(of f Nick's | ook)
| grew up near here. This was a great
pl ace to skate

BY THE STORM CHANNEL - They shine flashlights into the shaft,
whi ch sl opes down at a 45 degree angl e.

NI CK
Can't see anything from here.

| N THE DRAI NAGE SHAFT - They wal k down slowy, in a crouch. But
Rosario slips and slides to the bottomwith a small spl ash.

NI CK ( CONT' D)
You okay?

ROSARI O
Just wet.

Ni ck slides down to join her at the bottom of the shaft. Rosario
sweeps the light around... Then freezes.

ROSARI O ( CONT' D)
M/ God.

THEY SEE - A PILE OF BODIES in various states of decay. Hands
and feet stick out of the brown plastic each body's wrapped in.

NI CK.
|"mbetting we found Tal a Bacol or. ..
And at | east a dozen ot hers.

END OF TEASER




20.
ACT ONE
| NT. LI EUTENANT KOSLOW S OFFI CE - NEXT DAY
Kosl ow i nstructs his Al DE:

KOSLOW
The Chief's having trouble getting a
table at Firenze, remnd ne to cal
Lorenzo... Hand ne the renote.

A TV - that's been in the b.g. shows LOCAL NEWS. Kosl ow rai ses
the volune just intinme to see Nick talking to the Press:

NI CK
...1"d call you vultures, but even
they have a place in the food chain..

The clip's bannered: LAPD DETECTI VE ASSAI LS FREE PRESS. The
Ai de answers a call, then informns--

Al DE TO KOSLOW
Judge Bigelow s calling for you.

KOSLOW

(pi cki ng up)
Hel | o, Judge..

Bi gel ow begins a tirade. Of Koslow, increasingly stricken..
| NT. L. A CORONER OPERATORY - DAY

Covered bodies lie on stainless steel tables. Coroner ELEANOR
HALSEY i s devoid of idiosyncrasies designed to nmake her
artificially quirky or anmusing. She tells N ck and Rosari o--

CORONER HALSEY
We worked through the night. Wre
able to get autopsies done on Dani el
and Tal a Bacol or, and do spot checks
on the others fromthe stormdrain.

ROSARI O
| thought you were backl ogged.

CORONER HALSEY
Terribly. But | expedited your case
after | heard about Detective Hannon
cal ling out Lieutenant Kosl ow
yesterday. It was inspiring.

NI CK
Trust me, that was not ny intention.

CORONER HALSEY
And |'ve always had a soft spot for
Det ective Hannon. W' ve been through
sone times.



Hal sey and Nick share a quick | ook as she says that.

gets down to business--

CORONER HALSEY ( CONT' D)
The victinms were all married coupl es
who' d been reported m ssing. The
husbands were all shot in the head
and had their stomachs cut open, one
assunes to retrieve drugs they
swal | owed. In Daniel Bacolor's case,
that was a potent, synthetic fentanyl.

ROSARI O
And the wi ves?

CORONER HALSEY
Al so shot in the head, no postnortem

nmutilation. And they all have ligature

marks on their wists and ankl es.

ROSARI O
kay, so they were held... to force
their husbands to nmule the drugs.
That expl ai ns soneone |ike Dani el
Bacol or being invol ved.

CORONER HALSEY
But why woul d the people behind this
go to all that trouble when there

never seens to be a shortage of wlling

drug nul es?

NI CK
Good question. Let us know if the
finals turn up anything.

CORONER HALSEY
Wl do. Keep up the good work. There
are a lot nore Koslow s out there.

ROSARI O

You realize you just gave a pyromani ac

one nore reason to light a fire.

CORONER HALSEY
"1l bring the marshmal | ows.

EXT. L. A CORONER - DAY

Then,

Ni ck and Rosario exit the building. She's |ooking at the
Coroner's notes on her tablet, affected by the human toll

ROSARI O
Drug traffickers managed to kil
si xteen people over the |ast year,
wi t hout | aw enforcenent having a clue.

21.

she



NI CK
No surprise. Crimnals are better
funded, and if soneone sucks at their
job they get nurdered, not pronoted.

ROSARI O
' m not seeing anything the couples
have in common... all different ages,
ethnicities, lived all over the State.
NI CK
Sonet hi ng connects them W figure
out what, and we'll be closer to
finding the people behind this.
ROSARI O

We need the m ssing persons files

fromall the | ocal police departnents.

You think RACR can help us out?

22.

| NT. LAPD 1ST STREET HEADQUARTERS - RACR FACI LITY - DAY

The Real -Tinme Analysis and Critical Response Facility is housed
in LAPD s new sh headquarters on 1st Street. Wrkstations face

a wal |l -si zed screen.

RACR Anal yst M LO RI VERS answers the

question Rosari o posed on the cut--

M LO
The whol e point of the RACR facility
is we're directly networked with | aw
enf orcenment agencies all over the
country. So yes, we can pull the
m ssing person files, and do it
quickly. By the way, I'mMIlo Rivers.
Since neither of you asked.

ROSARI O

|"msorry. My partner's probably not.
NI CK

Correct.
ROSARI O

M1l o, do you have powerful friends
you could conplain to if you were for
i nstance antagoni zed by a co-worker?

M LO
No. . .
NI CK
(to Rosari o)
You win... Mlo, nice to neet you.
M LO

Can soneone please tell ne what's
goi ng on right now?

Ni ck's cell rings.



NI CK
Hannon. .. Understood, be right over.
(to Rosari o)
Kosl ow wants to see ne. Hi s Aide warned
he was furious. This could be great news.

ROSARI O
"1l get started.

| NT. LI EUTENANT KOSLOW S OFFI CE - DAY
Ni ck enters Koslow s office.

KOSLOW
| assune you know what this is about.

NI CK
|'ve been busy, so it's kind of
mul ti pl e choi ce.

KOSLOW
You' re only enbarrassi ng yourself
with this behavior.

NI CK
That's not strictly true, Sir. I'm
al so enbarrassi ng you.

KOSLOW
| asked the Departnent's | awers about
firing you, they explained it triggers
your pension. So | realize what you're

up to.
NI CK
Took you | ong enough
KOSLOW
There are alternatives. | could knock

you back down to street patrol

NI CK
So | can be exposed to nore of the
public? Good, that'll just speed the
whol e process up

KOSLOW
| can al so put you on a desk

NI CK
And 1'd be at the Station all day? It
woul d gi ve us the chance to get so
much cl oser
(1 eans forward)
Just man up and fire me. It's in both
our interests.

KOSLOW
Only the Chief can make that deci sion.



It's

Cutti

Ni ck
| NT.
Ni ck

24.

NI CK
kay, then just w thdraw your nose
from between his butt cheeks | ong
enough to ask him

KOSLOW
Managi ng ny superiors i s a necessary
part of nmy job. And if | have to take
the Chief and nenbers of the Conm ssion
to ballganes to get the dollars or
the political cover that this Station
needs, then so be it. Even if it means
people like you think |l ess of ne.

an honest and humani zi ng answer. N ck turns dead serious--

NI CK
|'d feel better about that if the
Departnment actually did its job and
prot ect ed people who actually needed
It. Instead of their own asses.

KOSLOW
(a beat; quietly:)
|"ve been wondering if this was about
your w tness. You know how sorry |I am -

ng this right off, like he did with Rosario--

NI CK
--My guess is you haven't gone to the
Chi ef because you don't want to admt
you have a problem But you do, and
it's not going away until I'mon mny
boat, far away from here.

exits. Koslow | ooks in his drawer for aspirin.
LAPD 1ST STREET HEADQUARTERS - RACR FACI LITY - LATER
and M| o pour over the murdered couples' case files--

M LO
|'ve | ooked at the data every way |
know. The victinms have zero in common.
None of them are even interesting. No
crimnal records or black marks of
any ki nd.

NI CK
Maybe that's what they have in conmmon.
They' re picked because they don't

have anything on file that'll get
t hem pul | ed over by custons.
M LO

Hn Right. Wile your typical drug
mule is statistically an addict who's
commtted crines to feed their habit.
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NI CK
A |l ot of people have clean records.
The question’'s why these people. It
can't be random

ROSARI O
It isn't.

They turn to | ook at Rosario, who's got dozens of photographs
open on the nonitors in front of her

ROSARI O ( CONT' D)
| ve been going through the
phot ographi ¢ evidence. Trying to get
a sense of the people.

She puts a PHOTO on the main screen: Daniel and Tal a Bacol or
clinking glasses in a toast.

ROSARI O ( CONT' D)
One of the pictures fromthe Bacol ors'
screensaver. | wondered what they
were cel ebrating. And noticed this.

She ZOOVB I N on a PRINTED EMAIL on the table in front of the
Bacol ors. Zoons cl oser so we can see:

ROSARI O ( CONT' D)
An emai |l they printed out, informng
themthey'd won a free vacation.

NI CK
To Mexi co...

ROSARI O
And, | just found this in the file
for the couple fromRiverside. They'd
left this on the kitchen table..

She puts another photo up on the big screen - zoons in one of
the items on their kitchen table. It's the same emuil

ROSARI O ( CONT' D)
They won the sane trip. Can't be a
coi nci dence.

NI CK
Good work. Mlo, can you find out if
t he ot her couples got that email ?
And, who sent it?

M LO
As long as | can get into the victins'
emai | accounts. There shoul d be
subpoenas on file.

M| o | ooks at the bl owps of the emails on screen.



M LO ( CONT' D)
Graphics are professional, so it was
probably sent by one of the big
spamers. The headers should tell us--
(zoonms in on email)
Yep - it's Meadows.

26.

EXT. | NSANELY EXTRAVAGANT BEL- Al R MANSI ON - EVEN NG

Ni ck and Rosario park in the notor court of a Bel
Wal ki ng toward the outrageous mansion--

NI CK
How s there this much noney in sending
junk mail ?

ROSARI O
From what | understand, spamers |ike
Meadows sonmehow get their hands on
mllions of addresses--

NI CK
--"Sonmehow' neaning illegally--

ROSARI O
--And conpani es that do mass nailings
have to pay what he asks. Meadows is a
bi g canpai gn fundrai ser, so | awrakers

aren't rushing to regul ate his business.

NI CK
He sounds |i ke sonmeone who does have
powerful friends he can conplain to.

ROSARI O

You' d better not screw up our best | ead.

NI CK
| have to continue to performny duties
in good faith, renenber?

ROSARI O
(reads a text)
It's Mlo. At least five of the couples
got the "you won" email, and an earlier
one offering thema chance to enter
the contest for the trip. He's still
| ooki ng at the renai ni ng coupl es.

They ring the bell, a HOUSEKEEPER opens the door.

I NT. | NSANELY EXTRAVAGANT BEL- Al R MANSI ON

Al r mansi on.

The library has been turned into an office with an anti que desk

and an incredible art collection:

showy objet d' art and paintings.

Ni ck and Rosario have been waiting a while when ARNOLD MEADOWS

enters.

He's silver-haired,

CLUB sweats. Well, he would if we could clear it.

slick and wears high end L. A COUNTRY



MVEADOWS

Arnol d Meadows. Sorry to keep you

waiting, | was finishing a workout.
NI CK

At least it was sonmething inportant.
MVEADOWS

Human bei ngs are hunter gatherers,
Detective. W evolved to always be on
t he nove

NI CK
Then maybe you shoul d start answering
your own door.

ROSARI O
We're investigating the nurder of
si xteen people, all married coupl es.

VEADOWS
That's terrible.

NI CK
At |east five of the couples received
emai | s sent by your conpany about a
free vacation. W don't know exactly
how the emails are connected to their
deat hs. But knowi ng who paid you to
send themwi Il help us figure it out.

VEADOWG _
| don't release information about ny
custoners.

ROSARI O
O her couples lives may be at risk
And we can get a subpoena.

MEADOWS
"Il fight it.

ROSARI O
Don't you care that innocent people
were nurdered with your conpany's
i nvol venent ?

VEADOWS

There's sonething nore inportant at
risk here. Privacy. The right of an
i ndi vidual to keep the governnent out
of their affairs.

(on a roll)
And believe nme, the taxes |I'mforced
to pay to finance the handout state
are all the tyranny | can handl e.

27.
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ROSARI O
There are a lot of things | can say
right now, but I won't for the sake
of the case.

NI CK
| wll. And you know what | hate?
Hypocrites. | mean, what about the

privacy of the people you send spam
whi ch they don't want and never asked
for. Deleting it's ten mnutes out of
ny day - do you know how nuch tine
you're costing everyone? Actually,

| ooki ng at your collection, | can
guess.

Nick lifts an ORNATE VASE off its display pedestal

MVEADOWS
Detective. That is a Mng Dynasty
vase and it's worth nore than you can
i magi ne.

NI CK
|"minpressed. But that's really the
poi nt of your collection, isn't it?

MEADOWS
Just please, put it down.

NI CK
kay.

Ni ck drops the vase on the hard marble floor. It SHATTERS into
a GAZILLI ON SMALL PIECES. Rosario actually gasps.

NI CK ( CONT' D)

Oops.
MVEADOWS

Do you realize what you' ve done!!!
ROSARI O

Ni ck- -
NI CK

This | ooks nice. And ol d.
Ni ck picks up a prerevolutionary French clock and shakes it.

VEADOWS
Alright! I"Il tell you

Meadows goes to his desk with printouts of the emails that
Rosario gave him signs into his |aptop..

MEADOWS ( CONT' D)
A man named Raynond Shaw paid to send
the emails. Here's his information



Rosari o snaps a photo of his screen, nods stiffly to N ck.

MEADOWS ( CONT' D)
| hope you enjoyed that, Detective.

NI CK
| did.
MVEADOWS
Because nmy next call is to the Mayor

and you wll not have a job by the
end of the day.

NI CK
Prom se?

EXT. | NSANELY EXTRAVAGANT BEL- Al R MANSI ON
Ni ck and Rosario are shown out, he's on a call--

NI CK
(i nto phone)
Just checked with the Station - the
address LAPD has for Raynond Shaw is
fake. Can you RACR into the other
agenci es and see if they have anything?

| NT. LAPD 1ST STREET HEADQUARTERS - RACR FACILITY - | NTERCUT
M1lo on his headset, |ooking at his screen--

M LO
Cross-1linking now, and by the way,
RACR s not a verb. Found Shaw. .. drug
convi ctions going back, Fed and State.

(t hen)

None of the other agencies have an
address for himeither. W can search
secondary systens, but you're | ooking
at an all-nighter.

NI CK
['ll be there soon.

Ni ck ends the call, sees Rosario glaring at him
ROSARI O
You | ook very pleased with yourself.
NI CK

W made progress on all fronts - got
a break on the case, and Meadows iIs
calling the Mayor.

(an eye on his phone)
It |ooks |ike Mng vases go for seven
figures, so this could do it.

29.
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ROSARI O
Don't you realize when he calls the
Mayor | could get the blane, too? Do
you know how many wonen in ny cl ass
have made Detective so far? Me. Do
you have any idea how hard | worked
for this?

Ni ck takes a beat, his nood sobered by this.

ROSARI O ( CONT' D)
Seriously - what were you thinking?!

NI CK
| think the haves have convi nced
t hensel ves they're the victins and
that the have nots are the ones taking
advantage, lies are the new truth,
the people trying to enforce the | aw
are the crimnals and crimnals |ike
hi m are heroes. Everything' s upside
down.

ROSARI O
Kosl ow won't |l et me change partners in
the m ddle of a case. But as soon as
we close this or you get fired,
whi chever happens first, | am done

She wal ks ahead to the car. On Nick, sobered by her reaction--

I NT. NI CK'S APARTMENT - THAT NI GHT

i ck finishes pulling on fresh clothes and throws sonme SANDW CHES
nto a bag on his way back out. He opens his apartnment door to
ind Stuart, the new neighbor's 14 year-old standing there.

N
[
f

STUART

Dude. You gotta hel p ne.
NI CK

Wth what?
STUART

A cheeseburger. A steak. Anything

with neat. I'mdyin' here.
NI CK

"' mon ny way out.
STUART

Then tell ne when. Pl ease.
NI CK

You had a Nick Cave shirt on the other
ni ght. Wat's your favorite song?

STUART
Into My Arns.



31.

Ni ck has a reaction, covers.

NI CK
Wy ?

STUART
| don't know, | like it. I'mtrying
to learn howto play it.

Ni ck reaches into his bag and hands Stuart one of the sandw ches- -

NI CK
Start with a ham sandwi ch, and then
we'll talk.

| NT. GRAND CENTRAL MARKET - THAT NI GHT

Rosario dines with her father, the dignified, old schoo
ALESSANDRO at this collection of food stalls. A vendor hands
hima plate of food--

VENDOR
Here you go, Council man.

ALESSANDRO
Thank you.

Rosari o has food from anot her place. They sit.

ALESSANDRO ( CONT" D)
Every time |'m here another one of
the old places is gone. Now there's
gournet pizza and ice cream and
pastries... But if Tino' s ever closes,
then the city as we know it will have
taken its |ast breath.

ROSARI O
You should still take a bite.

He takes a bite of her gournet pizza. Smles.

ALESSANDRO
Very good. You're like your nother
Open-hearted, nore accepting of change.
You know how proud she'd be if she
coul d see you now, so brave and so
smart ?

Rosari o squeezes his hand. A beat, then--
ALESSANDRO ( CONT' D)

| know |'m not supposed to ask. But

is there anyone new... Since Ben?

"Ben" said delicately. There's a bad breakup in her past.



ROSARI O
|'ve had dates... Mst guys are
intimdated by nme being a cop. The rest
go overboard the other way, and try too
hard bei ng macho.

ALESSANDRO
You' Il neet sonmeone who deserves you
it's just a matter of tinme. How s the
j ob goi ng?

ROSARI O

It was going great, until they pushed
nmy partner's retirement out five years.
Now he's trying to get fired by pissing
peopl e of f.

ALESSANDRO
Li ke who?

ROSARI O
For starters? Reporters, Judge Bigel ow,
and a rich creep naned Andrew Meadows.

ALESSANDRO
| know Meadows. Half of City Hall's
feeding at his trough. At |east your
partner's taking on the right people.

ROSARI O
For the wong reasons.

ALESSANDRO
Soit's all an act?

ROSARI O

He's felt this way since |I've known
him just never... Acted on it. He
has a point - a lot of things are
broken - but he has no hope...

t hought it was because of sonething
that went wong for himon a case.
But it's got to be nore than that.

ALESSANDRO
How s the investigation going?

In sone ways admtting this to herself for the first tine:

ROSARI O
Actually, we're making a | ot of
progress.... | just hope we crack it

before there are any nore victi ns.
INT. A FREE CLINIC IN SOQUTH L. A. - N GHT
DR. CABE (60) tells a young BOY and his MOTHER:

32.



They exit

33.

DR CABE
It's allergies. W'll start you on a
nasal spray.

MOTHER
| s the nmedication expensive?

DR CABE
Melinda wll give you sanples on the
way out. We always have themin stock.

MOTHER
Thank you.

as Cabe's phone rings, his wife Facetim ng. Answering--

DR CABE
H, I'mjust wapping up.

ON THE DOCTOR S PHONE - the Facetine inmage resol ves, and the
Doctor sees his wife EMLY CABE tied up in a dark place.

DR CABE ( CONT' D)
Em | y!

MAN' S VO CE FROM PHONE (O S.)
Shutup and listen. You' re going to
take that vacation and do what you're
told or she dies. You go to the police,
she dies. Tell ne you understand.

DR CABE
(reeling)
Yes... Just please, don't hurt her...

Of both Cabes, utterly terrified...

END OF ACT ONE
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ACT TWO
I NT. NI CK' S APARTMENT - MORNI NG - FI VE YEARS AGO

Ni ck and the Wman at breakfast, real estate listing on the
table. W repeat the end of the earlier dream then continue:

WOVAN
G ve nme your hand - hurry...

She takes Nick's hand... Places it on what we now see is her
pregnant belly.

WOVAN ( CONT' D)
You feel it?

NI CK
. Yes.

Ni ck has a | ook of pure wonder. W' ve never seen it before.
| NT. LAPD 1ST STREET HEADQUARTERS - RACR FACILITY - DAWN

Ni ck's nodded off for a nonent, M| o wakes him Both have worked
t hrough the night--

M LO
Looking at traffic caneras was a good
i dea. W just got a facial recognition
mat ch on Shaw.

Ni ck shakes off the dream Texts: "Found him Pick u up in 20."
EXT. ROSARI O S APARTMENT - DAY / | NT. UNMARKED SEDAN

Ni ck pulls up outside an old Spanish courtyard apartnment. Hi gh
rises are going up on either side. Rosario hands out stacks of
FLI ERS to RESI DENTS assenbled in the courtyard. She sees N ck.
Wal king to his car, she tells the residents in subtitled Spanish:

ROSARI O
Put themin everybody's mail box! Two
bl ocks in every direction!

Rosario gets in the sedan.

NI CK
Let me guess. You're organizing a
protest against fur coats, plastic
straws and gl uten.

ROSARI O
The landlord's raising the rent beyond
what people can afford because he has
to pay for a newroof. I'mseeing if
t he nei ghborhood can help us fix it
our sel ves.
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NI CK
In my experience, you can always count
on people not to rise to the occasion.

ROSARI O
It's like getting into a car with a
bi g, dark raincloud.

NI CK
And the roof's an excuse. The
nei ghbor hood's gentrifying and the
| andl ord wants to cash in.

RCSARI O
There are nore genuinely good soul s
in this world than you think

_ NI CK
Uni corns and | eprechauns, too.

I NT. POLI CE CH EF HAWLEY' S OFFI CE

Kosl ow sits with POLI CE CH EF RI CHARD HAWLEY, an ol der man who
radi ates wi sdom patience and integrity.

KOSLOW
The conplaints are getting worse.
Hannon's escal ating. Like a serial

killer. I hate to give himwhat he
wants, Chief. But it's our only choice.
CH EF HAW.EY

The problemis there are 382 ot her

cops who were al so about to retire

and now have to stay on. Fire Detective
Hannon for bad behavi or and the very
next day every one of those cops wll
be trying to top him It would be
untenabl e. | hope you under st and.

Koslow is deflated, but puts on a front for the Chief.

KOSLOW
O course, Sir.
CH EF HAWLEY
You'll just have to hope you can catch

himcommtting an actual felony, or

ci rcunst ances ot herw se change.
(beat)

And, Bob. Keep in mnd that people

eventual |y do get what they deserve.

Said with a twinkle in his eye, and we wonder in that nonment if
t he Chi ef has Kosl ow s nunber. Kosl ow wonders the sane.

EXT. SQUTH L. A. STREET / INT. SEDAN - DAY

Ni ck and Rosario park in front of red-tagged apartnent buil dings:



36.

NI CK
We tracked Shaw to this bl ock but we
couldn't determ ne which building
he's in... What do we know about hi nf

ROSARI O

(1 ooking at tablet)
He's a programmer, self-taught. DEA
t hi nks he freelances for the cartels.
Still waiting for the conplete file,
but he has no history of violent crine.
| doubt he's actually conmtting the
nmur ders.

NI CK
Wwn't be a probl em naki ng an | D.

Nick is | ooking at the PICTURE OF SHAW she's scrolled to. He's
covered in tattoos, including one that SPANS H S ENTI RE FACE.

NI CK ( CONT' D)
Guess no one ever explained the concept
of "permanent decisions.”

As they get out of the car--

ROSARI O
Peopl e |i ke Shaw don't think about
the long term He's a heavy user,
probably has friends who di ed young.
Assunmes the sane'll happen to him

Ni ck nods, appreciating her point. Then--

NI CK
Last night - you were right. | haven't
been t hi nki ng about how hard you wor ked
to get here. | know how nuch the job
means to do you, and I'll do ny best
to make sure I'mthe only one who
gets the bl ane.

She doesn't answer. N ck approaches a HOVELESS MAN sitting in
t he opening of his tent. Hands hima FI VE--

NI CK ( CONT' D)
Sir. Have you seen this man going in
or around any of these buil dings?

He shows Shaw s photo to the Honel ess Man, who takes the five
bucks but shakes his head. N ck stands. Rosario kneels.

ROSARI O
| can help you get to a shelter.

HOVELESS MAN
| don't know who you're |ooking for.
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ROSARI O
That doesn't matter, |'m happy to
make some calls.

HOVELESS MAN
Safer out here than in a shelter
Mostly | could use sone food.

Rosari o rummages in her bag, holds out a couple protein bars.

ROSARI O
"1l see if | can get Meals on \Weels
here. Check on you in a coupl e days.

He takes the bars, nods his thanks. She stands, joins N ck.

NI CK
Let's find a vantage point up the
bl ock. See if Shaw shows.

HOMELESS MAN
--Brick building over there. That's
where your man's squatting.

ROSARI O

Thank you.
NI CK

Ni cel y done - the conpassionate angl e.
ROSARI O

It wasn't an angl e.
| NT. RED- TAGGED BUI LDI NG

Ni ck and Rosari o nove past doorless one room apartnents. The
uneven floor creaks, alerting RAYMOND SHAW who bolts out of an
apartnment and up a stairwell. They give chase - N ck gets a
hand on Shaw s shirt - but A DECREPIT STAIR crunbl es under him
and Shaw runs off, shirt ripped away.

Ni ck yanks his foot out of the hole in the stair and continues
t he chase with Rosario. They see FOOTPRI NTS in the dust |eading
out of the stairwell, so they know what floor he's on. They

al so see the FI RE AXE has been renoved fromits nounting.

ANOTHER FLOCR - | N A DOORLESS APARTMENT

Shaw wai ts by the door, holding the axe. He hears footsteps.
Rai ses the axe. Wen he hears Nick and Rosario al nost upon him
he steps out and swings the axe as hard as he can--

--Into the netal fire extinguisher Nick took off the wall for
this purpose. The axe rips open a hole in the extinguisher,
Shaw 1's sprayed with the white foamthat spews out. As they
cuff him he nanages to croak:

SHAW
Lawyer .
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| NT. WESTSI DE STATI ON - QUTSI DE | NTERVI EW ROOM - DAY

Ni ck, Rosario and Jessica look into the interview room where a
PUBLI C DEFENDER (P.D.) hands Shaw a new shirt. As Shaw puts it
on, we see a TATTOO OF A WOMAN covering his back, |abeled "MOM ™"

JESSI CA
We know that five of the nurdered
coupl es being offered free vacations
can't be a coincidence.

ROSARI O
RACR just found the emails in the
remai ni ng three coupl es’ accounts.

JESSI CA
Okay, but that's still not proof,
especially when the enmails nmay have
gone to mllions of people. Wiich is
probably what Shaw s Public Defender
Is telling him

ROSARI O
So Shaw has no reason to cooperate.

NI CK
Not unl ess we give himone.

JESSI CA
| don't know what that neans, but
comng fromyou it worries ne.

ROSARI O
That's a good instinct.
JESSI CA
If | could, 1'd bar you fromthe
i nterview.
NI CK
If | could, I'd bar nyself fromny
j ob.
JESSI CA

Threatening Shaw | i ke you did with
Bi gel ow won't work. W have no
| ever age.

NI CK
He swung an axe at us. Assault on a
cop is five years, automatic.

JESSI CA
Not when there are no other w tnesses,
and he can cl ai mself defense.

Then the interview roomopens, and the P.D. gestures to Jessica.
She noves to talk to him as--
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ROSARI O
Got the rest of Shaw s file. He's
actually a trust fund kid. Dad died
when he was three, his Momraised him
on her own. Then he ran away at fifteen
and there's no sign he's talked to

her since. | can't imagine how that
woul d feel as a Mom..
(beat)

You ever think about it? Getting
marri ed, having kids?

NI CK
Came cl ose on both.

ROSARI O
VWat happened?

NI CK
It didn't work out.

Which Nick says after a beat, with great difficulty. Rosario
wonders about this, as Jessica returns fromtalking to the P.D

JESSI CA
Shaw s P.D. needs half an hour

Ni ck checks the tinme, then | eaves wi thout saying anything. Unsure
what's going on with him Rosario tells Jessica--

ROSARI O
He'll be back.

JESSI CA
That's unfortunate.

EXT. DOMNTOMWN L. A. STREET
Nick exits the courthouse, crosses the street to the--
EXT. L. A COUNTY CORONER S BUI LDI NG - ROCF

Coroner Hal sey eats her lunch, |ooking out at the city. She
hears the door clang open, smles when she sees Nick

NI CK
Was hoping you' d be here.

CORONER HALSEY
Creature of habit. It's been a while.

NI CK
|'"'m.. dream ng about it lately. I'm
not sure why.

She thinks. Then, speaking fromwhat you sense is her own
experience- -
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CORONER HALSEY
|*ve found the nore you try to run
fromthe past, the nore it keeps pace.
Until you really are ready to | et go.

A beat .

NI CK
|"mgoing to sit for a while.

CORONER HALSEY
Pl ease.

He sits next to her, looks at the city, lost in his own thoughts.
| NT. VESTSI DE STATI ON - QOUTSI DE | NTERVI EW ROOM
Jessica exits the interview room tells Rosario--

JESSI CA
He's ready for us to talk to Shaw.

ROSARI O
(texting...)
Ni ck's on his way.

JESSI CA
|'ve never met anyone so sick of the
job. Do you have any idea why?

Rosari o takes a beat, then--

ROSARI O

W' ve only worked together a year,
since | made detective. But | asked
ar ound.

(beat)
Five years ago Nick built a case
agai nst the 14K Triad. | don't know
the details, but one of his wtnesses,
sonmeone who'd seen a drive-by, was
nmur dered before they could testify.

JESSI CA
They weren't under police protection?

ROSARI O
They were, but sonething went wong,
and the Departnment may have covered
it up. Up to that point, N ck had
been a rising star - was offered the
Li eutenant job. But he turned it down
after what happened, Koslow got the
pronotion and N ck's been counting
t he days.

(beat)

Wiy are you asking?
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JESSI CA
Not for personal reasons, if that's
where you were going.

ROSARI O
(she was)
| wasn't.
JESSI CA

| have a great kid and a great job
whi ch [ eaves no tine for anything or
anyone el se. Especially soneone |ike
hi m

Ni ck enters, | ooks between them and senses he just m ssed
sonething. His nood's shifted, he I ooks like a man with a pl an.

NI CK
"' m ready.

| NT. WESTSI DE STATI ON - | NTERVI EW ROOM - DAY

Shaw sits next to his P.D., arns folded. N ck, Rosario and
Jessica are on the opposite side of the table.

ROSARI O
Si xteen people are dead. Al of them
received emails you paid Arnold Meadows
to send: an initial one offering a
chance at a trip, then a subsequent
emai | informng themthey'd won.

SHAW
| got nothing to do with that.

ROSARI O
The nurders are related to a drug
smuggl i ng operation. Opiates, which
you have personal experience wth.

SHAW
Don't know not hi ng about that either.
(to the P.D.)
We done?

PUBLI C DEFENDER
You don't have genuinely actionable
evi dence against ny client. So unless
there's anything el se..

Ni ck's been quiet, thinking... He decides on a course of action:

NI CK
|'"d like to nake a comment. That M.
Shaw i s stupid and usel ess.

PUBLI C DEFENDER JESSI CA
Excuse nme? What did | tell you...
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ROSARI O
What are you doi ng- -

NI CK
You're a programmer, you can get a
j ob anywhere. But you're holed up in
a squat - born with a silver spoon
and all that you could think to do
with it was cook heroin. | bet your
not her's real proud.

SHAW
Don't tal k about my nother.

PUBLI C DEFENDER
Thi s conversation's over.

NI CK
| wonder what it's |ike going through
childbirth and having a kid turn out

i ke you.
PUBLI C DEFENDER ROSARI O
This is unaccept abl e. Ni ck, stop.

SHAW
| said don't tal k about - -

NI CK
" mgoing to track her down, and | et
her know her son's an addict who hel ps
nmur der i nnocent people. Maybe she'l
be too ashaned to admt you're hers...

SHAW
Bast ar d!

Shaw | aunches hinsel f out of his chair, SLUGS Nick in the jaw,
knocki ng hi m back. Rosario gets Shaw in a |lock as N ck gets up
off the floor, |ooks at the CAMERA in the ceiling recording
this and smles. Jessica realizes the opening he created--

JESSI CA
Your client just assaulted an officer
of the | aw.

PUBLI C DEFENDER
He was provoked.

JESSI CA
But he's the one who got physical.
That's five years, no parole.

SHAW
|s that true?

PUBLI C DEFENDER

(gl aring)
Yes.
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JESSI CA
However if we get convictions based
on information your client shares,
the Detective wll forget about the
assault and I'Il recommend | eni ency.
He m ght even avoid jail, which he
won't for assaulting an officer.

NI CK
Doubt you'll even get bail. So cold
turkey starts now. Quch.

That really panics Shaw. He and the P.D. confer in whispers.

ON SHAW -

PUBLI C DEFENDER
He' Il cooperate.

MOMVENTS LATER

SHAW
Barrio 19 kept | osing product because
their nmules fit, y'know, a profile,
so they asked ne for help. | canme up
with the contest, wote up an emil
wi th questions you had to answer for
a chance at a free trip. Then
filtered the responses.

NI CK
For coupl es who'd never had a probl em
with the law, or anything el se that
m ght get them flagged by custons.

ROSARI O
And whose relatives or kids live out
of town.

Both of themtake those intuitive |leaps, and they're right--

SHAW
Uh- huh. Then 1'd send the couple an
emai | they won and give Barrio 19 their
info. | never knew what happened after.

ROSARI O
Because you didn't want to know.

NI CK
W want a list of the names you sent
Barrio 19.

Shaw | ooks to the P.D., who nods.

SHAW
| didn't keep a list. But | renenber
the | ast couple | gave them A doctor
and his wife in Encino. Nane's Cabe.



PUBLI C DEFENDER
"1l see if I can jog nmy client's
menory further. As soon as |'m done
filing a formal conpl ai nt agai nst
Det ecti ve Hannon.

NI CK
H a- n- n- 0- n.

| NT. LI EUTENANT KOSLOW S OFFI CE - NI GHT
Later, Nick and Rosario report to Koslow

NI CK
Dr. Jonathan Cabe left for Mexico
yesterday and is booked on a return
flight arriving tonorrow at Noon.
W're trying to find his wife Emly,
but it doesn't | ook good.

KOSLOW
So Barrio 19 already has themin play.

RCSARI O
We're assuming they'll keep Emly
alive until her husband returns. But
we don't know that for certain.

KOSLOW
What do you propose?

Rosario nods to Nick - they' ve discussed this.

NI CK
We take Dr. Cabe aside before custons.
He tells us where he's supposed to
rendezvous with the people who did
this. Then we arrest them and get
Cabe to a hospital.

KOSLOW
Barrio 19 m ght go to ground when the
Doct or doesn't show up on tine. And
then we've | ost our shot at them

ROSARI O
VWhat's the alternative?

KOSLOW
We wait for the Doctor to lead us to
t he suspects before arresting them

ROSARI O
That puts the Cabes at nmuch greater
risk.

KOSLOW
Possi bl y.

( MORE)
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KOSLOW ( CONT' D)

But it definitely increases our chance
of apprehendi ng the suspects. If we
don't, they'll just find another Raynond

Shaw and keep goi ng.

Whi ch won't

NI CK
| ook good for your career.

KOSLOW

l"'mtrying to protect the Departnent.

ROSARI O
| thought our job's to protect the Cabes.
Ni ck and Rosario are united on this... but it doesn't matter.
KOSLOW

|'ve made ny decision. Meet SWAT at

t he airport

O f N ck and Rosari o,

in the norning.
not happy with the plan..
END OF ACT TWD
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ACT THREE
EXT. LAX TERM NAL - NEXT DAY
Autility "box" van is parked in front of the term nal.
| NT. UTILITY BOX VAN

Armed LAPD SWAT guys are crammed into bench seats on both sides
of the van. A SWAT Commander up front scans nonitors.

SWAT COMIVANDER
(i nto headset)
Det ective Quinn. Anything?

I NT. LAX CUSTOVE AND BAGGAGE AREA - DAY

Rosario loiters by the gate, pretending to read sonethi ng.
Quietly, into her earpiece:
ROSARI O
Passengers are lining up... | have a

vi sual on the subject.

DOCTOR CABE - steps up to a CUSTOMS OFFI CER. Hi di ng nerves, he
wat ches hi s passport scanned, then he's waved through.

The Custons Oficer throws a sideways | ook to Rosario, confirmnm ng
she sees Cabe. She nods, discreetly follows.

ROSARI O ( CONT' D)
He's heading out. I'mon him

SWAT COVWWANDER (O S.)
Det ecti ve Hannon, anything?

EXT. LAX TERM NAL

Ni ck outside the terminal. He looks |like he's waiting for a
shuttle but he's really scanning passing cars.

NI CK
(into earpiece)
Not hi ng. But they've pulled this off
enough tinmes they won't be obvi ous.

EXT. LAX PARKING LOT / INT. SUV - DAY

An SWV with tinted windows is full of GANG MEMBERS. They're in
alot with a view of the termnal. The driver is SPlI DER

SPI DER
(into bl uetooth)
Doc shoul d be out any m nute.
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| NT. ABANDONED REPAI R GARAGE SOVEWHERE - | NTERCUT

The extravagant|y-nmuscled BENCH is on the other end of the call.
He's the one who called Dr. Cabe earlier. Emly Cabe is
restrained in a chair. Black plastic is laid out on the garage
floor just out of her sight. Never a good sign.

BENCH
Call when you're on your way back.
And remenber. There was ever gonna be
trouble, it's after what happened
with the |ast one.

| NT. SUV - MOVI NG - DAY
Staying on this side of the call:

BENCH (O S.)
Anyone gets in your way, don't hold
not hi ng back. We | ose a second
shi pnent, we're done anyway.

SPI DER
(to his nen)
Cock it and lock it. Could be war.

The Gang Menbers reach for SERI OQUS WEAPONRY at their feet as--
EXT. LAX TERM NAL

Cabe energes, Nick picks up the tail, Rosario drops back. Cabe
gets a text. As Cabe reads it, N ck wal ks past and gets a | ook

NI CK
(into earpiece)
Subj ect was just directed to Parking C

| NT. UTILITY BOX VAN
The SWAT COVWANDER tells the Driver and his nen.

SWAT COMVANDER
(to his nen)
Redepl oy to parking C. Subject is on
the nove, white shirt, tan jacket.

The Van pulls away fromthe front of the termnal, on its way
to the parking area.

EXT. LAX PARKI NG LOT

Dr. Cabe wi pes a sheen of sweat off his forehead, enters the
| ot and | ooks around. The tinted SUV FLASHES its headlights.
Cabe wal ks toward it. Nick, still follow ng, sees it too.

NI CK
(into earpiece)
SWV, third row in.
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SWAT COMVANDER (O S.)
W see it. W're entering the |ot.

| NT. SuWV

Spider relieved to see Doctor Cabe walking toward them Then
he registers the VAN speeding toward them

SPI DER
Gray van! Take it out!

EXT. LAX PARKI NG LOT

Cabe is walking to the SUV when its doors fly open and the Gang
Menbers spill out, raising their weapons at:

THE VAN - turns and brakes. The SWAT Guys roll out and engage.

BOTH SIDES FIRE - the wi ndows of parked cars expl ode, hoods and
fenders SPARK and DENT as gunfire punches the vehicles.

A LINE OF BULLETS - froma Gang Menber's automati c weapon chews
across a car and is about to hit Doctor Cabe when..

NI CK - | eaps and throws Cabe to the ground, covering himwth
his body. N ck manages to fire at the shooter and disable him
NI CK
Get behind the car and stay there.
DR CABE
Pl ease - they have ny wfe
NI CK

Now, Doct or.

Cabe registers Nick knows who he is, follows instructions. N ck
joins the battle as--

THE SWAT GUYS - continue to exchange fire with the Gang Menbers,
but the tide of battle is turning in our favor.

ROSARI O - has been engagi ng the gang nenbers but right now she's
pi nned down behind a colum and can't get shots off.

ANOTHER GANG MEMBER - goes down, which inspires the second to
| ast Gang Menber to drop his gun and surrender

SPI DER - exchanges fire with Nick and advances at an angle
that'll neutralize Nick's cover. Nick realizes that, and--

NI CK MOVES - for new cover but Spider shoots himin the chest.
Ni ck's vest takes the round but 1t knocks himback on the ground.

SPIDER - noves in for the kill shot. N ck levers hinself up to
fire at Spider - but the SLIDE ON H'S GUN LOCKS OPEN, he's out.
Spi der raises his weapon, about to finish Nick off, then there's--



A SHOT -

bl ood sprays from Spider's shoul der

hi m around and sends himto the ground in pain.

REVEAL ROSARI O - gun ained at Spider as she calls to Nick--

ROSARI O
You alright?

NI CK
Good!

49.

t he i npact spins

A SWAT QUY - grabs Spider as Nick and Rosario run to DR CABE,
who is in shock and terrified.

An AMBULANCE pul I s up, PARAMEDI CS hop out.

ROSARI O
We're getting you to a hospital.

DR CABE
They - they said they'd kill Emly if
| went to the police...

ROSARI O
We'll find her.

update them And when she's out of earshot..

Rosari o noves to

Nl CK LEANS AND WHI SPERS - in Dr. Cabe's ear. Cabe neets N ck's
eyes and nods.

Then, the Paranedi cs whi sk Cabe away. Looking at the cars

whi zzi ng past the parking lot--

They reach the Gang

NI CK
Chances are soneone shot this with
t heir phone and will post it.

ROSARI O
And if Barrio 19 has soneone guardi ng
Em |y Cabe, and |I bet they do--

NI CK
--It's only a matter of tine before
they find out about this.

under the watchful eyes of the SWAT CGuys. To al

NI CK ( CONT' D)
We know you took the Doctor's wife.
VWhoever tells us where she is gets a
chance at not being | ocked up the
rest of their life. First one to talk
gets the prize. Conme on. Now.

They glare at Nick and stay silent. Qrerta.

NI CK ( CONT' D)
We need their phones!

of them

Menbers who are being cuffed and treated
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A SWAT CGuy runs up with an evidence bag with their phones. N ck
and Rosario glove up, grab phones.

NI CK ( CONT' D)
We're | ooking for one that unl ocks
with face ID, not a PIN.

They work through the phones. Get down to the |ast one. Rosario
taps and yes - it asks for Face ID. A Gang Menber turns his
head away, his defiance a tell.

ROSARI O
H m

Ni ck yanks that guy's head up, Rosario ains the phone, it unlocks.

ROSARI O ( CONT' D)
Checking the nav app... They visited
an address near the Arts District a

dozen tines over the last year. It's
our best bet, but that's all it is.
NI CK

Possi bl e | ocation on the hostage!
Whoever you can spare!

Ni ck and Rosario run, commandeer an unnmar ked sedan

NI CK ( CONT' D)
Hang on.

They're pressed back into their seats as N ck peels out.

END OF ACT THREE
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ACT FOUR
EXT. LOS ANGELES STREET - DAY

The sedan, siren wailing and grill lights flashing, races through
an intersection so fast cars barely have tine to pull over.

| NT. UNVARKED SEDAN

Rosario holds on for dear life as she scans social nedia sites
on a |l aptop, |ooking for signs of the shootout.

ROSARI O
Looki ng under the nost obvious
hasht ags, not hing about the airport

yet .
NI CK

By the way. Thanks for saving ny life.
ROSARI O

Try not to repay the favor by killing

us.

She braces herself as Nick takes a turn, fast. Looking in the
rearview, he sees a SWAT vehicle getting nore distant--

NI CK
They're falling behind.

ROSARI O
Because you' re goi ng ninety--

Ni ck turns again, cutting the wheel sharply. He al nbst nakes a
perfect turn. He scrapes a line of parked cars, sheers off
mrrors and shreds the side of their car.

ROSARI O ( CONT" D)
--And they don't want that to happen
(1 ooks at | aptop)
Sonmeone posted a clip of us making
arrests. KLCS already tagged it...

NI CK
Only a matter of tinme before they put
it out live...

ROSARI O
It's up and Wiitaker's reporting on it.
Hope whoever's holding Emly Cabe isn't
checki ng the news.

NI CK
| f you were supposed to hear fromthe
guys at the airport by now, isn't
t hat exactly what you' d be doi ng?



52.
| NT. ABANDONED REPAI R GARAGE SOVEWHERE - DAY
Bench is pacing, trying Spider's cell for the nth tine.

BENCH
Were are you...

Bench | owers the phone and glares at Emly as if this is her
fault. Then, he starts checking his phone.

EXT. LOS ANGELES STREETS / | NT. UNMVARKED SEDAN - DAY.

Ni ck white knuckles the wheel, not taking his eyes off the road.
Rosari o keeps scanning and reports:

ROSARI O
(shit)
The clip's everywhere.

| NT. ABANDONED REPAI R GARAGE SOVEWHERE - DAY

Bench sees, on his phone, the CLIP of his guys getting arrested.
Furious, he stuffs cash that's laying around into his pockets.
Then he picks up his gun and wal ks to Emly.

BENCH
Look away.

Emly finds her strength, defiantly refuses to | ook away.

EM LY
Go to hell.

Bench raises his gun to kill her, when outside we hear an ENG NE
REWI NG hi gh. Bench frowns - WF? Then- -

THE UNMARKED SEDAN PUNCHES RI GAT THROUGH t he garage door, netal
TEARI NG and SHRIEKING Nick brakes into a controlled 90° skid
that ends with the car facing Bench as he and Rosario roll out
of the sedan and aimtheir guns at Bench

NI CK
You' re thinking suicide by cop, |'ve
got other ideas.

Nick lowers the gun and ains it at Bench's crotch.... Bench
caves imedi ately, drops the gun and puts his hands in the air.
Ni ck secures Bench while Rosario rushes to Emly.

ROSARI O
Everything's alright, we've got your
husband, he's okay. ..

Rosario cuts Emly's restraints. Looks over at N ck, who is
frisking Bench. Their eyes neet.

ROSARI O ( CONT' D)
Ni ce job.
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They hold their | ook a nonment |onger, then Nick clicks the cuffs.
NI CK

Now take a wild guess about who has
the right to remain silent..

| NT. NI CK' S APARTMENT - NI GHT
Cheeseburgers hal f-eaten on paper plates, N ck teaches Stuart

to play Nick Cave and the Bad Seeds' "Into My Arns." Stuart has
his own battered guitar, N ck's cane from an opened novi ng box.

NI CK
It starts with an F, a C, then repeat.
STUART
How | ong you been pl ayi ng?
NI CK
H gh school. | thought it would help
with girls. But | just ended up

spending nore time al one, practicing.
Stuart watches Nick's fingers as he tal ks/sings-

NI CK ( CONT' D)
| don't believe in the existence of
angel s, but |ooking at you | wonder
if that's true. But if I did | would
summon them together, and ask themto
wat ch over you. .

| NT. ROSARI O S APARTMENT - NEXT MORNI NG

Rosari o woken up by a knock at her door. She opens it to see
GABRI EL - a handsone guy her age holding a toolKkit.

GABRI EL
Hey. | live down the street - got
sone peopl e together to help.
(of f her | o00k)
Wth the roof. 1've got an hour or
two before | have to go to work.

ROSARI O
Me, too.

GABRI EL
|''m Gabriel.

I NT. JESSI CA'S OFFI CE - NEXT DAY

Jessica on a call about the Barrio 19 guys:



54.

JESSI CA
(i nto phone)
They all had the chance to save Emly
Cabe's life and they all declined. No
deals, no bail, I'mtaking every one
of the cases all the way.

She ends the call as her Assistant pokes her head in:

ASSI TANT TO JESSI CA
Tracked down that file - got a hard
copy fromthe archive.

Jessica takes the file. As Jessica pages through it, we realize
it's NNCK' S 14K TRI AD CASE, the one Rosario told her about.

Jessi ca reaches a section about the witness who was nurdered
before they could testify. Jessica flips a page and--

PHOTOS REVEAL - the nurdered witness was the pregnant wonman
fromN ck's dream Her nane was Bl ake Canpbell. In the first
photo she has a great smle. In the second she's been shot dead.

ON JESSICA - nore curious about Nick than she admitted..
| NT. NICK' S APARTMENT - FI VE YEARS AGO

Ni ck Cave's rendition of "Into My Arms" plays on a stereo as
our Nick and the Wwman/ Bl ake, lie in bed, |istening.

NI CK CAVE
| believe in some kind of path that
we can wal k down, ne and you. So keep
your candl es burning... and guide ne
I nto your arns.

The song plays on as--

I NT. L. A CORONER OPERATORY - DAY - FIVE YEARS AGO

Ni ck with Coroner Hal sey, who pulls back the sheet covering
it

body. W don't get a good | ook at the body, but can tell
Bl ake. Nick grits his teeth.

a
S

CORONER HALSEY
She your w tness?

Ni ck clenches his jaw. Manages a nod. Hal sey | ooks between the
body and Nick, feels the enotion pouring off him She realizes
t he dead woman had beconme nuch nore than a witness to N ck

CORONER HALSEY ( CONT' D)
Nick. I1'mso sorry.

EXT. WESTSI DE STATI ON - NOW

Ni ck opens his eyes. The song ends. He's in his car and Rosario's

tappi ng on his wndow. He gets out.



Rosario takes off a Carhartt jacket,

NI CK
Devast at ed.
| NT. WESTSI DE STATI ON - QUTSI DE KOSLOW S OFFI CE - DAY
Ni ck and Rosari o approach Koslow s office. To the A de:

Nick sits

ROSARI O
How | ong you been here?

NI CK
A while. Couldn't sleep... Let's do
it.

NI CK ( CONT' D)
VWhat ' ve you been up to?

ROSARI O
Peopl e are donating time and materi al s,
and we started fixing the roof this
nmorni ng. The landlord confirmed he'd
hold rents where they are. Sorry, |
know you' re di sappoi nt ed.

NI CK
Li eut enant Kosl ow wants to see us.

Al DE TO KOSLOW
Especially you, Detective. He'll be a
m nut e.

NI CK
Thanks. Been nice working with you.

next to Rosario.
ROSARI O
You're sure you're getting fired?
NI CK
| just got a formal email listing all

the conplaints. And the unnmarked car
| drove through the garage door'|
cost sixty grand to replace. On top
of all the other cars | damaged.

ROSARI O

(dryly)
Hoor ay.

NI CK
Listen. It's obvious, but | was too
wrapped up in wanting off the force to

notice.
( MORE)

55.

brushes dust off herself.
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NI CK ( CONT' D)
You have instincts for people that'll
make you a better cop than I ever was.
Hang in there and you'll go all the way
to the top, if that's what you want.

She smles. Touched. Then--

Al DE TO KOSLOW
He' s ready.

| NT. LI EUTENANT KOSLOW S OFFI CE - DAY

Ni ck and Rosario enter. Koslow has a dead serious expression
Ni ck can barely contain his excitenent. He takes off his gun
and badge, puts them on Kosl ow s desk.

NI CK
Here you go, Sir.

Kosl ow gives Nick a long, inscrutable look... Nick tries hard
not to smle... Rosario watches it all... Then--

KOSLOW
Take t hem back

NI CK
"' msorry, what?

KOSLOW
You' re keepi ng your badge and gun.

NI CK
| don't understand. How is that
possi bl e?

Kosl ow doesn't | ook any happier than Nick--

KOSLOW
Rescui ng the Cabes and taki ng down
Barrio 19 generated sonme of the best
press the Departnent's had in years.
I nformati on recovered fromthe gang
menbers' hones is expected to put a
serious dent in drug trafficking well
beyond this case. The Chief's pleased.

ROSARI O
That's good news, Sir.

KOSLOW
Yes. Isn't it.

Kosl ow | ooks mi serable. Nick can't hold back anynore--

NI CK
What about all the damage | did?
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KOSLOW
| nsurance covered the cars.

NI CK
kay, fine. But that M ng Vase was
worth a fortune.

KOSLOW
It turned out to be a fake, sonething
t hat was only obvious after you broke
it. Meadows got his noney back and
made a generous donation to the Mayor's
reel ection canpaign. So the Mayor's
happy, too.

Kosl ow t akes a beat. Then, not able to conceal his displeasure--
KOSLOW ( CONT' D)

So he and the Chief are issuing
of ficial commendations to you both.

ROSARI O

Thank you, Lieutenant.
NI CK

A commendation! That's ridi cul ous!
KOSLOW

| agree. And it brings to mnd a
comment soneone recently nmade about
people ultimtely getting what they
deserve. Upon reflection |I'mnot clear
which one of us it was neant for.

Kosl ow revealing just a bit nore self know edge than we expect.

KOSLOW ( CONT' D)
Now, can | assume you're going to
continue trying to get fired?

NI CK
My work has just begun.

Kosl ow turns to Rosari o--
KOSLOW

"' m stuck with Detective Hannon for
now but there's no reason you should

be. | approved your request for a new
partner. You'll work with Detective
MIller. He's responsible and buttoned-
down.

ROSARI O
Actually, Sir, after giving it sone
t hought, 1'd Iike to continue worKking

with Detective Hannon.
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Kosl ow and Ni ck, who nonentarily energes fromwallowng in his
di sappoi ntment, are both surprised.

NI CK
What ?

KOSLOW
Are you sure?

ROSARI O
Positive.

EXT. MARINA DEL RAY / NI CK'S BOAT - EVEN NG

Ni ck and Rosario on the deck of his 30 foot sail boat, named
"See Ya." They sip iced tea, or whatever the anber liquid is.

NI CK
| don't understand you. Koslow gave
you an out.

RCSARI O

We saved lives - because of everything
you did. You went after the system
Stood up to the people in power.

NI CK
Because it was the best way to get fired.

ROSARI O

It'l1 always be that. And with them
obvi ously not rushing to fire you,
it's a kind of superpower. You' re an
agent of change, whether you like it
or not. So I'malong for the ride,
even it neans sonetinmes I'lIl have to
hang on tight. Until you do sonething
that blows up in your face, which I'm
sure one day you wll.

(beat)
And you can tell me what you did to
rescue Emly Cabe - speeding, risking
your |life - was about breaking rules.
But I know it was because you do care.

NI CK
About raising anchor, that's it.

ROSARI O
Then what did you whisper to Dr. Cabe
at the airport? | saw you confort him

NI CK
No i dea what you're tal king about.

ROSARI O
Wiy can't you just admt saving
themfelt good and getting fired
( MORE)
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ROSARI O ( CONT' D)
isn't the nost inportant thing in
the world. | understand you want to
nove on from what happened to your
W tness, but that doesn't nean you
have to | eave everything el se behind,
t 00.

Rosario's hit on sonething, but doesn't know the full story.

NI CK
It's not that sinple.

ROSARI O
Then explain it to ne.

He takes a sip of his drink and | ook out at the water. He's not
about to do that. Then, he gets a TEXT... and a smle forns.

ROSARI O ( CONT' D)
What ?

NI CK
This is good. Looks |ike an
"influencer"” killed his girlfriend.
And now the tine-wasting, enpty-headed
social parasite is barricaded in his
McMansi on and streaming live on his

"channel . "
ROSARI O

| magi ne what you can do with that.
NI CK

Exactly.
ROSARI O

And, nice job naking assunptions about
soneone you've never net.

NI CK
Thank you.
(he stands)
Ready?
ROSARI O

The question is, are you?

NI CK
Oh yeah.

As they nove off the boat and to their sedan..

END OF SHOW
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