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ONNA- BUGEI SHA

Tai ko battle druns play over BLACK during the overture.
The battle druns give way to sonber strings.
This is a silent film

FADE | N:

| NT. LORD MORI' S BED CHAMBER ( FEUDAL JAPAN) - DAY

LORD MORI (60’ s) lies dead. Long white hair draped over a
sil k kinono adorned with cranes. His skin pulled tight
around his jaw. Pl astic-I ooking.

Mori’s son, LORD JIRQ(20), blubbers into his father’s
ki nono.

LADY TAKARA(30), Mori’s daughter, nourns gracefully. Not a
tear.

Two dozen SAMJRAI stand in a circle, in solem reverence.

They bow as one.

EXT. MORI’S CASTLE - COURTYARD - DAY

Hundr eds of SUBJECTS kneel, facing the castle. Heads bowed
| ow.

Banners whip in the wind. Wite cranes over bl ue.

| NT. LORD MORI'S BED CHAMBER - DAY
Lord Jiro dries his eyes. Lifts his head slowy.

As do the Sanurai.

EXT. GRASSY HI LL - DAY
A mantis clinbs a blade of grass.
The nusic turns whinsical.

H TOSHI (13), a spirited boy, drops a cricket on its head.
Trying to feed it.

But the nmantis sits frozen



Anot her boy, NATSUKQ(13), tackles Hitoshi to the ground.
They grapple for each others’ legs, violently yet |aughing
wth wide white smles, as other CH LDREN parade up the hill
to wat ch.

Their faces turn beat red. Qut of breath. But keep westling
as the children egg them on and cheer.

The children go quiet once KATSUR((40) appears. Sanurai. And
Hi toshi’ s father
| NT. KATSURO S HOVE - DAY

MAI KO(40's), Katsuro’s wi fe, chases her son, AKIH RQ(2),
t hrough the house.

He’ s naked, running frantically and |aughing. C utching
sonething in his hands. He darts fromroomto roomunti
caught by his nother at the front door.

She opens his hand and renoves a clunp of feces.

| NT. KATSURO S HOVE - BATH - DAY

Mai ko scrubs Akihiro fromhead to toe in a steam ng tub. He
wail s.

| NT. KATSURO S HOMVE - DAY

Mai ko, along with two SERVANTS, scrubs the floor on hand and
knee.

EXT. UNFI NI SHED HOUSE - DAY

A MAN hangs from a beam and hamers wooden pins into a
j oi nt.

The frame is nearly finished. The floor is rough and m ssing
boar ds.

W nd rocks the uprights back and forth slowy, rhythmcally.
But nothing falls.

Clack clack clack of the hamer on pins...



EXT. GRASSY HI LL - DAY

Clack clack clack as wooden swords cl ash.

Kat suro and Hitoshi spar.

Hitoshi’s sword, called a bokken, flies off into the grass.

Hi toshi, wearing a chest protector, turns to retrieve his
swor d.

Katsuro flicks the back of his head with the tip of his
bokken.

Hi toshi snaps his head around, then backpedals to retrieve
his sword, eyes on his father the whol e way.

He steps on the handl e. Reaches down.

Kat suro attacks again.

Hi toshi picks up his bokken and parries just in tine. Blocks
repeated attacks while retreating.

EXT. LAKE - DAY

Di mpl ed water with reeds poking up fromthe surface.

A FI SHERVAN, standing in his dingy, casts a net.

| NT. SM THY - DAY

A SWORDSM TH prods the enmbers in a kiln. Excites the fl anes
He renoves a bright yellow steel brick fromthe fire.
Hammers and folds it over an anvil.

Applies clay to the bl ade.

The sword is heated and quenched, heated and quenched.

EXT. MORI'S CASTLE - COURTYARD - DAY

Katsuro and Hitoshi enter through the main gate.
They ascend the nmany steps to the castl e garden.
LOW RANKI NG SAMJRAI bow t heir heads as they pass.

Hi t oshi bows to each in return.



| NT. SM THY - DAY
The sword is polished.

The Swordsmth chisels characters into the bl ade. A nane.

EXT. MORI'S CASTLE - GARDEN - DAY
Lord Jiro feeds pieces of fish to his falcon in its cage.
Three H GH RANKI NG SAMURAI confer around a flattened nap.

Li ke a gane of Risk, flagged figurines dot the island of
Japan. Armes of tigers, fish, nonkeys, cranes and dragons.

One of the Hi gh-Ranking Sanurai noves a dragon to swallow a
tiger.

Kat suro enters the garden.

Hi toshi waits by the entrance, holding the chest protector
and two bokken.

Lord Jiro nods to the boy, so Hitoshi drops the gear and
trots down the path behind his father.

The music turns sonber

| NT. LADY TAKARA' S BED CHAMBER - DAY

On the highest floor of Muri’s castle.

Lady Takara stands sullen in the window |light, as a young
SEAMSTRESS fits her for a white silk kosode and headdress.
weddi ng gown.

The Seanstress pricks her own finger.

A drop of blood falls on the white silk.

Takara snears the bl ood down her sleeve. Gestures for the
Seanstress to conti nue.

EXT. MORI'S CASTLE - GARDEN - DAY

Anot her Hi gh- Ranki ng Sanurai noves a dragon to swal |l ow a
fish.

Lord Jiro renoves the falcon fromits cage and pl aces it
flapping on Htoshi’s arm Mich to his delight.



The third Hi gh- Ranki ng Sarmurai slides a nonkey and crane
figurine together, side by side.

Kat suro bows, accepting his orders.

I NT. HI TOSH AND AKI H RO S BEDROOM - DAY

Hitoshi wites at a desk. Ink on paper. One letter after
anot her.

Kat suro enters. Leans in over Hitoshi’s shoul der and gives a
di sapprovi ng shake of the head.

He takes his son’s hand and conpl etes a new stroke just
bel ow the last. Longer and nore fl uid.

Hi toshi throws the quill and stonps off.

Kat suro grabs himby the collar, but Htoshi pulls away.
Mai ko enters. G ves Katsuro a synpathetic smle.

Kat suro picks up the quill and places it on the table.

Mai ko grabs Katsuro’s hand, and with the quill, draws the
character for "patience".

Hs lips find hers.

EXT. MORI’S CASTLE - HACH MAN SHRI NE - DAY

Kat suro | eads Hitoshi down a stone path to an old but
wel | -kept shrine, slightly larger than a trailer.

| NT. HACHI MAN SHRI NE - DAY

Upon entering they both slip out of their shoes and set them
by the entrance.

They bow to a statuette of the kam Hachi man. The god of
warriors. He sits jovially on the body of a denbn, shoving a
spear through its chest.

Kat suro kneel s.

Hi t oshi kneel s beside him

Kat suro bows his head to the fl oor.



Hitoshi follows suit. But then |ifts his eyes and spots a
suit of arnmor in the corner of the room Its red and bl ack
mar ki ngs al nost blend with the color of the red wooden
walls. He barely contains his excitenent.

Kat suro stands. Wal ks to the arnor. Bows again before
picking it up, as well as a katana with a red sheat he.

Hi t oshi st ands.

Kat suro sets the katana on the floor, then takes the arnor
and pulls it down over Hitoshi’s head.

It slides down over his torso, nuch too big.
He pulls it back up and sets it on the floor.
He hands Hitoshi the sword instead.

Hitoshi pulls the blade fromits sheat he.

Etched in the blade is his new nane in kanji: AKAKOVARU

EXT. KATSURO S HOVE - DAY
Hi t oshi dashes out the door with his bright red sword.

The children fromearlier all wait outside. Their eyes pop
when t hey see.

Hitoshi pulls the blade out just enough to uncover the
i nscription.

Mai ko stands in the doorway, arns folded across her chest.
Hi toshi slides the sword back in its sheat he.
The children run off with Htoshi in the | ead.

Kat suro conmes up from behind and enbraces his wfe.

EXT. CGRASSY H LL - DAY

Hi toshi sits on the grass with his bright red sword over his
| ap.

Two ot her CHI LDREN battle it out with their wooden swords.

A G RL(13) sits on the other side of the duel and smles at
Hi t oshi .



Hi toshi smles back. He springs to his feet and brushes off
hi s backsi de before running over to her.

He sits and shows her the inscription on his sword.
She puts a finger to the bl ade.

He cl aps the sheathe cl osed on her finger.

She jerks back, shocked.

He smrks.

She throws a clunp of grass and dirt in his nouth.

| NT. KATSURO S HOVE - DI NI NG ROOM - NI GHT
Katsuro’'s famly sits at the table over fish and rice.

Mai ko pours tea.

| NT. KATSURO S HOVE - DEN - N GHT

Katsuro sits on the floor, snoking a pipe and playing a
sham sen(lute).

Mai ko dances elegantly in the center of the room A career
performer before two children put her in retirenent.

Katsuro smles at her |ovingly, watching her every nove, and
feeling the nusic with his fingertips. Never once does he
take his eyes off her.

Mai ko keeps her eyes to the floor, entranced in the sinple
perfection of her own novenent.

EXT. MORI'S CASTLE - COURTYARD - DAY

Katsuro escorts Lady Takara to a waiting pal anquin. A
covered box litter for transportation.

FI VE SAMJURAI wait on horseback, poised ready to foll ow

Lady Takara turns back toward the castle. An inpul se.

Kat suro grabs her arm and hol ds her steady. Wpes a tear
fromher cheek. Smles |like an adoring father figure, before
urging her into her transport. This is her duty.

The FOUR CARRI ERS(two front, two rear) lift the pal anquin
and mar ch.



Katsuro foll ows beside on horseback.

Hi toshi runs into the courtyard, carrying his red breast
plate. He hands it to Katsuro, who smles and lays it over
hi s horse’s hind.

It’s too big for Hitoshi, too snmall for Katsuro. But he
takes it anyway.

| NT. PALANQUI N I N MOTI ON - DAY

Lady Takara watches as--

SUBJECTS in the courtyard dwi ndle to specs.

I NT. HI TOSH AND AKI H RO S BEDROOM - NI GHT

Akihiro lies in bed as Mai ko tucks himin. She kisses his
wet, recently washed hair.

Mai ko goes to Hitoshi and does the sane.

She takes his new sword from beneath the sheets and pl aces
it, to his dismay, on the stand by the wall.

She | eaves the room sliding the paper door shut.

| NT. LORD JI RO S BED CHAMBER - NI GHT
A paper door opens.

A CONCUBI NE(20°s) with long dark hair and wearing a silk
robe enters the room

A HI GH RANKI NG SAMURAI renoves her robe. Circles her.

| nspects between her fingers. Kneels down and inspects her
toes. Between her |egs. Then stands and checks inside her
mout h. And beneat h her tongue.

Si x other SAMJRAI stand vigilant along the walls.

Lord Jiro enters.

EXT. VILLAGE ROAD - NI GHT
Lady Takara' s escort trudges al ong.

Three Sanurai on horseback | ead the convoy, while two others
follow at the rear.



Kat suro rides beside the pal anquin. Eyes darting fromthe
box, to the woods, to the noon and back to the box. He keeps
a hand on his sword.

| NT. PALANQUIN IN MOTI ON - NI GHT

Lady Takara stirs, inpatiently. Keeps peering out the open
wi ndow.

EXT. MORI'S CASTLE - MAIN GATE - N GHT

Two SAMURAI GUARDS stand at either side of the | arge wooden
gate. Their eyelids get heavy.

| NT. LORD JI RO S BED CHAMBER - NI GHT

The Hi gh- Ranki ng Samurai renoves Lord Jiro's robe. Gently
and precisely folds and places it on the floor at the foot
of the bed.

The Concubine lies, waiting. Legs crisscrossed in such a way
t hat accentuates the curve of her supple hips. Perfectly
strai ght hair cascades down her shoul ders and covers her
breasts.

She uncrosses her legs as Lord Jiro enters the bed.

EXT. WOODED ROAD - NI GHT

A gunshot sounds.

The lead Carrier drops like a rock and the pal anquin hits
t he ground.

| NT. PALANQUI N - STOPPED - NI GHT

Lady Takara recovers. Missed hair in her face. Panicked
breat hing. Eyes dart to the trees.

EXT. WOODED ROAD - NI GHT

Katsuro rai ses his hand and the convoy freezes.

A second gunshot sounds and a Sanurai at the rear falls from
hi s horse.

Kat suro di snmounts and the other Sanurai follow suit, nock
and draw arrows.



10.

The three Carriers circle the palanquin, shielding it with
t hei r bodi es.

Kat suro spots a cloud of snmoke froma clunp of trees. He
i nches toward it. Bow ready.

The wounded Sanurai gasps. Grabs at the hole in his
breastplate. Cries out.

Kat suro screans for himto be quiet.

A third gunshot sounds with a puff of snoke.
Anot her Sanurai falls.

Four arrows are | oosed.

The GUNMAN in the tree falls dead.

Five ot her GUNVEN W TH ARQUEBUS ai mand fire from vari ous
pockets al ong the road. C oaked behind | eaves and shadow.

Three bodi es drop.

Kat suro pulls Lady Takara from her pal anquin and drags her
into the wood as they nmake a run for it.

| NT. HI TOSH AND AKI H RO S BEDROOM - NI GHT

Hitoshi westles out fromunder the sheets and |ights a
nearby candle. Places it on the floor by his new sword then
clinbs back into bed. He watches the firelight glisten off
t he painted red sheat he.

I NT. LORD JI RO S BED CHAMBER - NI GHT

Naked bodies glisten with sweat. Lord Jiro grabs the
Concubine’s | egs and turns her onto her stomach. He brushes
her hair aside and kisses and bites at her nape. She turns
around and smles sweetly. Pulls himinside her. He clinbs
clunmsily on top.

| NT. KATSURO S HOVE - NI GHT

A sharp scraping sound cones fromthe front door.

Mai ko slides the door open and finds...
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EXT. KATSURO S HOVE - N GHT

Arolled up letter, pinned to the post by a string. The edge
of the paper scratches against the wood. Swayi ng back and
forth with the w nd.

Mai ko pulls it down.

| NT. KATSURO S HOME - NI GHT

Mai ko opens the letter and reads by candlelight. Her tension
shows.

A hand-witten warning is translated: YOU MUST TAKE YOUR
CHI LDREN AND LEAVE TONI GHT.

EXT. WOODS - N GHT

Wth the noon at their backs, Katsuro drags Lady Takara
t hrough the foliage.

A Samurai and Carrier follow cl ose behind.
A gunshot sounds.

The Sanurai falls.

I NT. LORD JIRO S BED CHAMBER - N GHT

The Concubi ne goes down on Lord Jiro, her hair falling on
his stomach. He starts to run his fingers through her hair,
but she grabs his hands and pulls themto her breast as she
clinbs on top.

I NT. KATSURO S HOVE - NI GHT

Mai ko continues to read the letter, transl ated: COVE UNARVED
AND ALONE, AND YOUR HUSBAND W LL BE WAI TI NG

There’s a map drawn at the bottomof the letter. A cave
entrance marked in red.

EXT. WOODS - N GHT

Kat suro urges Lady Takara to hide beneath the foliage.
She crawl s behind a tree.

A gunshot takes out the Carrier.
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Kat suro raises his sword, tense and ready for death.

As TWO DOZEN MASKED GUNMEN close in on all sides.

EXT. FIELD - N GHT

A | arge bl ack horse, barely visible by noonlight, stonps and
snorts. Fidgets while a MAN in arnor secures the saddle.

The NI NJA wears dark, netal plate with chain nesh at the
joints. A helnet waps around his head and scoops in the
front |ike a quail.

O her NINJA ON HORSEBACK forminto colums and march.
Hundr eds.

Thousands.

An ARMY.

A horse bays and whi nni es.

Its RIDER jerks the reins and grabs the side of its neck.

It quiets down again.

EXT. MORI'S CASTLE - MAIN GATE - NI GHT

One of the Sanurai Guards watches the grass grow.

The sound of piss and rustle of bushes nearby signifies the
Second Guard. He finishes and shakes. Steps back out from
the growth near the wall. He returns to his place by the
gate while fixing his belt.

The First Guard collapses with an arrow t hrough his skull
The Second Guard pulls his sword halfway fromits sheathe.
But an arrow in the throat stops himcold.

He falls to his knees, choking on blood. But he s not
finished. He draws his sword and grasps the arrow with his
ot her hand.

A N nja reveals hinself fromthe shadows. He cuts off the
Guard’s sword armat the el bow and runs himthrough the
back. Then w pes his piss-covered boot on the Guard s body.

O her N nja appear and spider up the wall.
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A nonent later, the | arge wooden gates open.

EXT. MORI’S CASTLE - GARDEN - NI GHT

Lord Jiro's falcon screeches. Flaps wildly. Rattles the
cage.

Ninja tiptoe across the roof.

A Sanurai bel ow takes notice. Grabs the handl e of his sword
and tries to yell out.

But a kusari-gama(sickle and chain) tightens around his neck
and pulls himoff his feet.

A Ninja drags the Samurai onto the roof and plunges the
sickle into his chest.

| NT. LORD JIRO S BED CHAMBER - NI GHT

Lord Jiro lies back as the Concubi ne does all the work.
She catches one of the Samurai watching. Smles at him

The Samurai stares at the wall, hiding his owm smle.

EXT. MORI'S CASTLE - GARDEN - N GHT

A Nnja lights an arrow and rai ses his bow. ..

Then he notices the falcon in the cage.

He extingui shes the arrow and throws the bow on his back.
Pulls the falcon fromits cage.

It belts out an ear-piercing screech.

EXT. MORI'S CASTLE - COURTYARD - NI GHT

A handful of Sanmurai hear the falcon. Turn toward the garden
and take the stairs.
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EXT. MORI'S CASTLE - GARDEN - NI GHT
The Ninja dowses the falcon with burning oil
It shoots up like a flare.

The entire castle hears its death cry.

I NT. H TOSH AND AKI H RO S BEDROOM - NI GHT

The boys junmp. dinb out of bed and | ook out the w ndow.

| NT. LORD JIRO S BED CHAMBER - NI GHT

Al'l six Sanurai go to the window to see the commoti on.

The Concubine pulls a strangling cord fromher hair. Slides
the two netal rings around her fingers. Tightens it around
Lord Jiro’s neck and | ocks himin a bear hug.

Lord Jiro struggles as blood covers the sheets.

The Sanurai turn. Draw swords.

The Concubi ne spits and curses, |aughing.

Her head cones off.

But it's too | ate.

Bl ood pours fromLord Jiro’s neck in plunes.

EXT. MORI'™S CASTLE(AT A DI STANCE) - NI GHT
The burning falcon flies through the air.

The ARMY ON HORSEBACK charges through the main gate.

EXT. MORI'S CASTLE - COURTYARD - NI GHT

SAMURAI pour out of the castle with swords and spears.
The NI NJA ON HORSEBACK charge in and neet them

Arrows fly.

Swor ds cl ash.

Men scream and fall
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| NT. KATSURO S HOVE - NI GHT
A loud bang hits a post outside.
Mai ko junps. Moves cautiously to the front door.

She’s nmet by Hitoshi, with sword in hand. He puts his armup
to hold her back and goes to investigate.

Mai ko grabs his arm and noves hi m aside. She slides the door
open and finds...

The fal con, charred and snol dering on the ground. And a
bl ack spot |left on the post.
| NT. LORD JIRO S BED CHAMBER - NI GHT

A Samurai waps a cloth around Lord Jiro’s neck. Tries to
keep pressure on the wound.

Lord Jiro gurgles up blood, hanging on by a thread.

EXT. KATSURO S HOVE - N CGHT
An alarmbell thunders fromthe castl e.
Hi toshi bolts toward the door

Mai ko grabs himand pulls himback into the house.

| NT. KATSURO S HOVE - N GHT
Mai ko cl oses the door.

Aki hiro hides beneath the di nner table.

EXT. MORI'S CASTLE - COURTYARD - NI GHT
The bodies pile up.

A second wave of Sanmurai pour into the yard, nmet by arrows,
kni ves and throwi ng stars fromthe roof.

Some Ninja | eap down and neet the Samurai with swords,
spears, cat claws and kusari - gana.
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| NT. KATSURO S HOVE - NI GHT
Hi t oshi struggl es against his nother’s iron grip.

Mai ko rips the sword fromhis hand and throws it to the
fl oor. She picks Akihiro up, grabs H toshi by the arm..

But freezes when she hears a crackling sound from above.
Ash falls to the floor. Fire spreads. Bl ack snoke fl oods the
house.

EXT. KATSURO S HOVE - NI GHT

Ni nj a on horseback gallop past, throwing Iit torches onto
the roofs of every hone.

EXT. MORI'S CASTLE - COURTYARD - N GHT

The dust settles.

The Samurai victorious. Twenty in all, standing over
hundreds. They forma circle, kiai, and get ready for the
next wave.

A stone plunks and ski ps down ceramc roof tiles and | ands
inthe circle. A hissing stone. Wait. Not a stone, but a
BOVB!

PHOOOOM

A bright flash of light sends the twenty Sanurai in al

di rections. Through paper walls, and wooden colums. M ssing
i mbs, covered in blood and burns.

Anot her wave of Ninja descends. They pour down fromthe
wal I s and through the main gate. Up the stairs and into the
castle. An endl ess wave.

The battle is won.

I NT. KATSURO S HOVE - NI GHT

Mai ko gathers her two children and they run to the back
door .

A NI NJA(#1) appears, just outside, blocking their path.

She slides the paper door shut as a spear rips it back open.
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A SECOND NI NJA(#2) appears at the front of the house. G abs
Mai ko by the hair, punches her and throws her across the
floor into an arnor display.

Aki hiro cries out. Hi des back under the table.

Hi toshi runs to his sword.

Ni nj a#l grabs H toshi by his collar.

Hitoshi rips free of his robe and grabs his sword. He draws,
defl ects a spear thrust and cuts N nja#l’ s hand.

Ni nj a#2 wraps a chain around Mii ko' s neck. Picks her up off
her feet.

Mai ko heels himin the groin, headbutts himw th the back of
her head, reaches for a sword...

But can't grab it.
Ni nj a#2 tightens the chain and slanms her into the wall.

Ni nj a#l parries a few swi pes fromH toshi and kicks himin
the face.

Hi t oshi regai ns his bal ance. Readi es his sword.

Mai ko throws el bows into Ninja#2 but his arnmor is too thick.
Aki hiro runs to her.

Ni nja#l trips him

Aki hiro's head hits the wooden floor. He stops crying.

Hitoshi strikes. Cuts Ninja#l s spear in half. But his sword
flies fromhis grip. Hitoshi’s unarned.

Mai ko jabs her fingers into Ninja#2's eyes. Grabs his hel net
and flings it. Strikes Ninja#l in the back. She turns, drops
her el bow on the chain and kicks N nja#2 away.

Ni nj a#l draws hi s sword.

Mai ko draws her sword.

Ni nj a#2 pulls out a sickle.

Mai ko fights brilliantly. Shatters their defenses. Cuts into
their extremties |ike they were being torn apart by a

propel l er. Soon, there’s nothing left of the Ninja but pools
on the floor.
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Hitoshi stares at his nother in awe and gasps.

Mai ko goes to Aki hiro. Blood stains her gown. He's dead.
The ceiling crunbles as snoke fills the room

Hi t oshi grabs his sword.

Mai ko grabs Hitoshi by the hand and | eads hi mout the front
door. She carries Akihiro in her other arm

She stops. Runs back.

And retrieves the letter fromthe fl oor.

EXT. CASTLE TOM - N GHT

Men, worren and children run for their lives through the
confl agrati on.

Ni nja on horseback plow through the streets, hacking and
stabbing with swords and spears.

Mai ko chases after Hitoshi. Akihiro tucked in her arns.
A N nja on horseback charges and divides them

Mai ko rolls across the ground with Akihiro.

Hi toshi runs toward the burning castle.

The Ni nja on horseback turns, urges his horse to charge
again. Lowers his spear |like a | ance.

Mai ko picks up a broken spear head, two feet |ong, and
defl ects the attack. She sw pes the horse’ s hind.

It bucks and throws the rider.
The Ninja lands poorly on his neck with a snap.
Mai ko finishes himw th a spear thrust.

She | ooks around for Hitoshi, through a fog of scranbling
villagers. He’'s a good hundred feet away toward the castle.

She picks up Aki hiro. But she’'s exhausted. Her arns giving
in to the weight. Ponders a nonent.

Hitoshi is another hundred feet away.

Mai ko | ays Akihiro's linp body down on the dirt. She picks
up a sword fromthe fallen ninja and gi ves chase.
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EXT. MORI'S CASTLE - COURTYARD - N GHT
The castl e abl aze. Snmoke fills the sky Iike a wool blanket.

Hitoshi finds the main gate abandoned. Not hing but corpses.
Hundr eds pil ed hi gh.

Then one of them npbves. A DYl NG SAMJURAI. Pi nned beneath
bur ni ng wood.

Hi t oshi grabs himby the arns and pulls himout.

A NI NJA anbl es down the castle steps. A bow in one hand,
Lord Jiro’'s head in the other.

The Dying Sanmurai takes one |look. Cries out in horror. Picks
up his sword.

The Ninja throws the head. Nocks an arrow. And fires at the
Samurai . Again and again.

The Dying Sanurai keeps charging. Carrying a new arrow every
step of the way. A human pin-cushion.

Hi toshi’s eyes go wide in shock as Lord Jiro’s head | ands at
his feet.

The Dying Sanurai drags his body across the ground. Using
his sword as a cane.

The Ninja pulls a knife and slits his throat.
Hi toshi raises his sword. Advances.
The Ninja nocks another arrow. Hi s |ast one.

Mai ko appears. Tucks Hi toshi under her w ng. Raises her
sword to deflect the arrow.

The Ninja fires. It grazes her knuckle.

Mai ko wi nces at the scratch, then nudges Hitoshi away to the
ground. She readi es her sword.

The Ninja steals one fromthe ground. Advances.
Mai ko beckons Hitoshi to Run!

He doesn’t |isten.

Hi t oshi!

She | ooks down.
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Hi toshi is dead. The arrow plunged in his chest.
Mai ko cringes. VWinpers. Drops her guard. Starts to sob.
The Ninja takes a sw ng.

Mai ko parries and splits himfromballs to brains. Leaves
the sword buried in his skull.

She breaks off the arrowin Hitoshi’s chest and carries him
t hrough the nmain gate.

Just as nore NI NJA pour down the castle steps.

Mai ko darts around the corner, and cl oaks herself in the
shadows. Holds Hitoshi and silently weeps.

BLACK.
FADE I N TO

EXT. CAVE - DAY

The norning sun rises over a giant hole in the ground.

I NT. TUNNEL - DAY

Lady Takara is escorted by a two-dozen MERCENARI ES. Men
masked and cl oaked in black. Carrying arquebuses and
Portuguese crab swords.

| NT. CAVE - DAY

Lady Takara is led to a large cavity, flush with sunli ght
fromthe giant hole in the ceiling.

Where Katsuro hangs fromhis wists. Beaten and broken.

Lady Takara waps her arns around him sobbing.

A sanurai in green arnor, TADAQ(40), pulls her away. He
tosses a bag of gold coins to one of the Mercenaries, and
ushers Lady Takara through anot her tunnel.

Tadao stops when he sees Hitoshi’s bright red breastplate in

a corner. He picks it up. Too small for him But he takes it
anyway, and tosses the Mercenary anot her coin.
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I NT. TUNNEL - DAY

Tadao pulls Takara by the arm sternly but with care. Sets
her atop a horse. Ties her wists to the saddle with a

sil ken cord. Blindfolds her.

Tadao junps on his own horse and | eads.

Four -dozen ot her Portuguese Mercenaries line the walls,
cat-calling and jeering, as Lady Takara passes.

| NT. CAVE - DAY

The nmercenary who caught the gold, FAUSTINQ(50), renoves his
mask and hood. His thinning black hair tied in knots. Smles
wi de with bl ackened teeth.

Faustino draws Katsuro’s sword. Slices off the top of a
ceramc bottle filled with lanp oil. Douses the oil on
Katsuro's |l egs and sets him abl aze.

Katsuro flails his |legs, screamng. Engulfed in flane.

EXT. CAVE - DAY
A | one RIDER approaches on the horizon. Too far to nmake out.

Three nmercenary GUARDS drink and play dice with their cut of
t he gol d.

The coins are inprinted with dragons on one side, the head
of LORD SHICHIRO on the other. W' Il neet himlater.

EXT. VALLEY - DAY

The | one rider, Miko, disnobunts and ties her horse, hidden
behind a cluster of rocks. She’s dressed in nore practica
garb. d oves and boots. A bow across her back and H toshi’s
red sword at her hip.

She unfolds the letter and consults the map. The draw ng
resenbl es the hole in the ground.

She rereads a section of the | ast passage, translated: COVE
UNARMED AND ALONE. .

A twi nge in her knuckle.

She renoves her glove to find the flesh bl ackened and
rotting around the cut. Poison!
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She sucks at the wound and spits it out. Flexes her fingers.
Puts the gl ove back on.

She readi es her bow.

| NT. CAVE - DAY
Faustino draws a |ine across Katsuro's back with the sword.

Kat suro kicks and wiggles |ike a fish on a hook. Bl ood
seeps fromthe wound.

Sonet hi ng bl ocks the |ight from above. One of the nercenary
Guar ds.

Faustino calls out to his man.

The CGuard drops into the cave and | ands on Faustino. Dead.
An arrow plunged in his back.

Faustino struggles to push himoff.

Mai ko stands in the |ight above. Fires an arrow through
Faustino’'s eye.

She grabs the rope holding Katsuro and starts hoisting him
up.
EXT. CAVE - DAY

One of the nercenary Guards is still alive. An arrow through
his neck. He stands and rushes Mai ko with a knife.

She turns. Avoids the knife.

And the two of themgo tunbling into the cave.

| NT. CAVE - DAY

The Guard hits the ground.

Mai ko slides down Katsuro's rope, easing her fall. She
recovers. Draws her sword. Waits, staring at the only
ent ranceway.

She hears the clatter of arnor and footsteps from deep
i nside the cataconbs.

She cuts Katsuro down. Wpes the sweat and blood fromhis
face. Shakes himto life. But he's barely able to nove.
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Mai ko checks the distance to the hole in the ceiling.

The footsteps close in.

EXT. CAVE - DAY
Mai ko clinbs the rope, with Katsuro hanging from her back.
She | ooks up to find her horse surrounded by GUARDS

Mai ko and Katsuro skul k away unseen.

EXT. FOREST - DAY

Mai ko is asleep, curled up beneath a |line of rocks that
overhang like a tent. Dried tears crust her face.

Katsuro |ies across her feet, head in the dirt. Legs
bl ackened with cloth burnt into his skin.

Bl ood runs fromhis nose. He licks it fromhis upper |lip. He
puts his filthy hand to his face and w pes away the rest.

He peels off burned flesh. Coughs and spits out bl ood.
He cl oses his eyes again.

BLACK.

EXT. FOREST - N GHT

Kat suro wakes in the sane spot.

Mai ko dresses the wounds on his |legs. Peels off the burnt

| eggi ngs and then waps themw th clean cloth torn from her
sl eeves.

She sees his eyes are open. Takes a small tube cut from
banboo and puts it to his lips. A drink of water energes.

She drops the banboo tube, stands and draws her sword. She
waits, startled, anxious, alert.

After a nonent, nothing comes. So she sits back down by her
husband. Sword at her side.

Kat suro puts his hand on the sword.
Mai ko noves it away, out of his reach.

BLACK.
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EXT. RIVER - DAY
Mor ni ng.

A fish attenpts to swmupstreamin a river about three feet
deep at its worst.

Mai ko stands horse-l egged across two stones, sword raised.
She stabs, hits the riverbed, but m sses the fish.

She | eaps out into the river as it swins away. Stabbing,
slashing and then finally throwing the sword |ike a spear.

She strikes a few rocks and water, but nothing el se.

EXT. FOREST - DAY

Mai ko, on her hands and knees, digs into the earth with her
fingernails. She finds a bug, then a worm then a few nore
of each.

She eats a worm

EXT. FOREST - N GHT
A fire burns.

Mai ko rests Katsuro’s head in her lap. Pours water into his
nmout h usi ng the sanme banboo fl ask.

Kat suro brushes her off and spits. Sits up. Reaches for the
kat ana by the fire.

Mai ko grabs his arm pulls him back.

They wrestle over the sword, briefly. Katsuro finally

W nni ng out. Holding the blade with both hands, he points it
to his own stonach. Ready to take his life.

Mai ko puts her hands on his cheeks and gives hima | ong
passi onate kiss. She draws back. Calmy, shakes her head
fromside to side. Places her hand gently on his forearm
Kat suro | owers the sword. Defeat ed.

In a rage, he slashes the sword against a rock and nmakes a
spar ki ng cut across the top.

The bl ade shatters. A one foot length flies away.

He throws the broken sword to the ground.
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Mai ko puts her arns around hi mand hol ds hi m cl ose.

EXT. FOREST - DAY

Bul l ets of rain smack against the rock over their heads as
Kat suro and Mai ko huddl e cl ose.

He stretches his legs out into the water. The cold rain
dull's the pain.

Mai ko’ s fingers grow stiff and bl ack.
She cuts her knuckle and lets the pus run under the water.
The rain stops.

Mai ko throws the broken sword into its sheathe and ties it
to her back.

She ki sses her husband and | eaves himlying under the rock.

EXT. VILLAGE MARKET - DAY

A village springs up around M ko. Strangers abound and
clutter the main street, shoulder to shoulder. d othing,
artifacts and architecture accented with MONKEYS.

Mai ko fights against the flood of people on her way to the
mar ket .

She smacks her lips at the sight of food. Dried neats,
fruits and veget abl es.

She picks up an apple. Starved, she takes a bite.

The MERCHANT takes in her ragged appearance. Denmands to see
sone coin and thrusts an open hand.

Mai ko offers himthe sword.
Interested at first, the Merchant takes it.

Hs interest is short-lived when he draws the sword and
finds it broken.

He tosses it on the road. R ps the apple from her hand.
Rai ses a switch

Yells thiefl!.

Mai ko picks up her sword and backs away, as ot her NMERCHANTS
cl anor in support.
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EXT. KICH ROU S SCHOOL - DAY
A sign reads: MASTER KICH ROU S SCHOOL FOR SWORD TECHN QUE

Mai ko sneaks by and | ooks i nsi de.

The student body made up of young nmen from 15 to 30.

One man towers above the others. MASTER Kl CH ROUJ(30). He
spars with a younger, weaker BOY and pushes hi m around the
room

Mai ko spots a flyer nailed to a post.

Translated, it reads: As the reigning chanpion of the
village, | challenge any to a duel. 10 ryo to the victor.

Mai ko grabs the flyer off the post, and brings it in. Holds
it up.

Al'l the young nen turn at the site of a filthy, ragged woman
in their school. D sinterested.

Mai ko tears the flyer in half and tosses it on the floor.
The young nen all |augh and jeer.

Mai ko spits on the floor.

EXT. FIELD - DAY

Master Kichirou wal ks triunphantly to the top of a hill. He
stretches his shoulders. Tightens his belt and rolls up his
sl eeves.

Two of his STUDENTS neet hi munder a tree.

One hol ds two wooden swords.

The other holds the reins of three horses.

Mai ko arrives without the fanfare. Filthy, ragged cl othes
and hair.

She renoves the broken katana from her belt. About to draw.

The Student with the wooden swords shakes his head. Hands
both Kichirou and Mai ko a bokken.

Kichirou twrls it about, stabs the air, showboati ng.

Mai ko wi pes the sweat from her hands. Pulls her hair in a
tail. Advances.
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Ki chirou raises his bokken.

Mai ko rushes him Cracks himon the hands, and then on the
head.

Kichirou falls to the ground. Face bl oody.
Mai ko waits for the two Students to attack. Ready.

They get on their horses and scatter. Dunbfounded and
terrified.

Mai ko takes a purse of coins fromKichirou, and junps on the
| ast horse.

EXT. FOREST - DAY

Mai ko returns to Katsuro with a bundle of food.

Finds a pack of wild dogs chewing at his extremties.

Mai ko rides the horse up and scares them off.

She di snobunts and goes to her husband’ s dead and desecrat ed

body. H's flesh mangl ed and hal f-devoured. The snmall |ength

of broken bl ade thrust in his belly.

EXT. FOREST - N GHT

Lit by fire.

Mai ko stands over a fresh nound of dark earth. No tears left
to cry.

EXT. VILLAGE - DAY

A new flyer replaces the old. This one has a sketch of Mai ko
with a bounty beneat h.

Transl ated, reads: Wanted for the nurder of Master Kichirou.
100 ryo bounty to any who captures Taira no Mii ko. Dead or
alive.

EXT. ROAD - NI GHT

Mai ko enters another village under pouring rain. Her purse
chimes with every clop of her horse.

The buil dings are adorned with FI SH scul ptures, that swall ow
the rain and funnel it to barrels bel ow
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A wooden sign, translated, reads: |NN

I NT. I NN - N GHT
Mai ko enters, soaking wet.

A young girl, KAORI(16), serves tea and supper to a handful
of custoners. She does so with absolute care and hustl e.

Mai ko takes an enpty tabl e near the back.

Thr ee PORTUGUESE TRADERS sit nearby, snoking pipes and
poundi ng sake.

One, ARTURO LU S(40’s), grabs Kaori when she nears and pulls
her onto his | ap.

She struggl es.

He | aughs.

Hs two friends |augh with him
Mai ko throws a coin on the table.

Kaori pulls herself free of Arturo and hustles to pour Miko
her tea.

Arturo stands. Takes Mai ko's coin fromthe tabletop. Bites
into it. And pockets it.

He grabs Kaori by the arm and drags her back to his table,
smling. Spilling tea.

Mai ko pulls out a second gold coin and drops it on the
table. It rattles and spins.

Arturo | ooks her up and down. Reaches for it.

Wth one quick fluid stroke, Mii ko draws her broken sword
and slices off Arturo’ s thunb.

He w enches back a bl oody hand.
Hs two friends stand and draw their pistols.
Mai ko pl aces her blade on Arturo’s throat.

Kaori screans hysterically, and urges the three Portuguese
out of the inn.

One lets his pistol linger on Mai ko' s head. Steps closer
till the barrel is alnost touching her nose.
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A line of blood cries fromArturo’s neck.

Arturo screans in protest, and his friend finally |lowers the
pi stol.

The Portuguese | eave drunk and bl oody, stunbling into the
rain.

Mai ko picks the coin up off the floor, drops it on Kaori’s
tray, and takes a cup of tea and two bow s of rice.

Kaori heads back to the kitchen. On her way, she picks up
the thunb and pitches it into the fire.

A nonent later, Kaori returns to Maiko with sone fi sh,
hol di ng back a smle

| NT. INN - BEDROOM - NI GHT

Mai ko lies in bed, shivering.

The wound on her hand throbs. Bl ack veins cover her forearm

Kaori enters with food and drink. Puts a hand to Maiko's
forehead. Finds her sweating, burning.

Kaori |eaves in a rush.

Mai ko takes a knife fromthe dinner tray. Makes anot her
slice on her hand. Mbre pus runs.

| NT. STABLE - NI GHT

Mai ko’s horse | ays on the ground, over a bl anket of straw

One of the Portugese raises a pistol to its head.

| NT. INN - BEDROOM - NI GHT

The faint pop of gunfire rings in M ko s ear.

Her sword is across the room

The door bursts open and two dark FI GURES grab Mii ko by the

arns. Drag her out of the room kicking and scream ng.
Sheets and all.
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INT. INN - N GHT

Kaori screams frantically.

Arturo Luis holds her by the hair, pins her to the bar. He
unrolls the wanted poster with Mai ko' s |ikeness for her to
see.

The ot her Portuguese drag Mai ko down the stairs, her head
wrapped in the bedsheet. They throw her fromthe railing and
she drops the other ten feet. Lands on her face.

Arturo pushes Kaori to the floor, and draws his pistol.

Mai ko pulls the bedsheet away, just in time to find herself
| ooking up the barrel.

Arturo lowers the pistol to Maiko' s hand and fires. Bl ows
of f half her bl ackened thunb.

Mai ko wails in pain. Tucks her hand into her body.

The ot her Portuguese trot down the steps with her katana and
purse. The one hol ding the katana | ooks up in shock.

Kaori |evels a |long nusket and fires.
A puff of red f
e f

e ies fromthe Portuguese as he drops the
katana to th

i

| oor.

Arturo turns and ains his pistol at Kaori

Mai ko grabs the sword and slices through Arturo’ s ankle.

Arturo drops to the floor and the pistol shot goes off past
Kaori’'s head.

The third Portuguese starts to draw his rapier..

But Mai ko cuts through it, breaking the blade, and slicing
into the Portuguese’s torso.

She turns and renoves Arturo’s head.

Kaori pokes her head back up from behind the bar.
The three Portuguese are dead.

Mai ko enpties Arturo’ s pockets.

Finds a rolled up parchnent.
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Transl ated, it reads: A tournanent of warriors to be held in

celebration of Lord Shichiro' s wedding. Thirty chanpi ons
Wil earn a place in Lady Takara's royal guard. Lord
Shichiro's wedding gift to his new bride.

Wax of a broken seal flakes under her touch.

A gol d dragon.

| NT. CARRI AGE I N MOTI ON - DAY ( FLASHBACK)
Lady Takara stares out the w ndow.
Terrified.
END FLASHBACK.

EXT. ROAD - DAY

Mai ko wal ks. Her hand w apped in bloody cloth. She carries
her broken sword on her back and Arturo’s pistol and a water
flask in her belt.

Snow capped nmountains |lie on the horizon.

A wde dirt road | eads the way.

EXT. ROLLING HI LLS - N GHT

A small fire crackles.

Mai ko lies staring into the fl anes.

She cocks and uncocks the hamer of the pistol.
The fire dies down.

Mai ko drifts to sl eep.

A FlI GURE appr oaches.

Mai ko wakes.

The Figure’s small. Strolling casually.

H TOSH ' S GHOST.

The ghost takes a seat by the blackened wood of the dead
fire.

Mai ko tears up. Lips quivering.
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Hi t oshi shakes his head. Speaks but no sound comes out. He
grabs his nother’s hand and pulls her back the way she cane.

The bl ackened wood bursts into fl anes.

EXT. ROLLI NG HI LLS - DAY
Mai ko wakes.

To find her blackened hand thrust in the gl ow ng enbers of
the fire.

She pulls it out. Wails in pain. Douses it with water from
her flask. The flesh still snol ders.

Anot her, taller FIGURE approaches on horseback. Sunli ght
glistens off his green netal arnor. Wars the |ong and short
curved sanurai swords.

Mai ko stands. Rew appi ng her hand in the sanme burned cloth.

The sanurai in green, Tadao, renoves his helnmet. Drops it to
t he grass. Sizes Mai ko up.

Mai ko draws her broken sword with her off-hand. Readi es.
Tadao | aughs. Gets down from his horse. Draws.

They dance around each other, neither one striking a
successful blow Tadao just a little bit faster.

Back and forth they nove |i ke the | apping of waves on the
shore. Every advance followed by a retreat.

Mai ko’s off-hand starts to tire.

She gets slower and slower with every deflection, barely
escapi ng Tadao’s cut in tine.

Tadao puts the rising sun to his back.
Mai ko hides in his shadow.

He makes a nove to the side, blinding her with the sun, and
stri kes a bl ow on her wounded hand.

Mai ko cries out in pain and drops her sword.
Tadao noves in and stri kes across M ko’s neck.

St ops just short.
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He flicks her long hair with his blade and smles. As if to
say he wouldn’t kill a woman.

Tadao turns his back to her, gets on his horse and | eaves.
Mai ko goes to her pack and starts a cl ean bandage.

She | ooks up when fi ni shed.

Fi nds Tadao gone.

Mai ko drops to her back, exhausted and in pain.

EXT. RU NED VI LLAGE - DAY

Burned a | ong while ago. Dead bodies strewn |like fallen
| eaves.

Mai ko wal ks through the carnage. Covers her face against the
smel | .

Fi nds a dead worman hol ding her chil dren.

One of the children holds a snmall wooden Tl GER Charred and
br oken.

| NT. SOLDI ERS BARRACKS - DAY

Tadao wal ks past a line of ten SOLDI ERS. Each carries a |ong
spear.

One by one they thunp their spears agai nst the ground and
bow t heir heads as he passes.

Tadao holds up a parchnent with the bounty and |i keness of
Mai ko for all to see.

The ten Soldiers march out of the gates and into the |ight.

| NT. I NN - DAY
Kaori sweeps up after the danage.
Tadao enters, with Htoshi’s red breastplate in hand.

He sets the breastplate on a chair. Tries to take the broom
from Kaori .

Kaori jerks it back. Sullen.

Tadao tries to hold her, confort her.
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But she di sm sses himand conti nues her work.

Finally, he grabs her by the shoul ders and forces her eyes
up. They’'re swollen. Bursting with rage.

He gives her a fatherly kiss on the forehead. Picks up the
red breastplate. Holds it up as a gift.

When she bal ks, he chucks it against the wall and | eaves.

Three SOLDI ERS enter and inmedi ately take over the cleaning
duti es.

Kaori lets her broomhit the fl oor and wal ks out si de.

EXT. INN - DAY
Kaori steps out into the street.

Fi nds Tadao on his horse, galloping away.

EXT. ROAD - DAY

Mai ko sets her bel ongings on the ground. Ri ses with her
br oken sword drawn.

The ten Sol diers surrounding, |lower their spears at her
t hr oat .

Mai ko screans for themto cone.

The Sol di ers advance.

Mai ko takes a few swi pes. Sword pings agai nst wooden shaft.
She reaches behind w thout | ooking and pulls one of the
spears away fromits owner. Ginmacing fromthe pain in her
wounded hand. The owner topples forward, and Mai ko brings
her bl ade down upon hi s neck.

Nine left.

Mai ko hurls the spear and clears a path. She runs through
t he openi ng and renoves herself fromthe mddle of the
circle.

Anot her Sol di er charges from behi nd.

Mai ko grabs the spear, chops it in half, and strikes the

Sol di er across the face with the blunt end. The Sol di er
tunbles to the ground and Mai ko finishes himoff.
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Ei ght renain.

She spots a cluster of rocks behind and noves toward them
A Sol dier | eaps. Mii ko plants the spear shaft in the ground
and ducks. The Sol dier |ands, inpaling hinmself. Miko takes
hi s spear.

Seven renai n.

Mai ko backs up between two | arge boul ders, creating a bottle
neck for the Soldiers to enter.

She sl ashes and stabs, spattering blood on the rocks, on her
sl eeves, in her nouth. Two nore soldiers fall dead.

Fi ve remi n.

One of which conmes from behind. Stabs Mi ko through the side
with a thrust.

Mai ko falls to her knees. Cuts the spear in half.

Anot her pierces her shoul der.

She topples to the ground.

Two Sol di ers pick her up by the arns.

Anot her Sol di er noves forward, ready to cut off her head.
A gunshot fires.

H s head explodes in a puff of red.

The two Sol di ers drop Mai ko. Ready their swords. Turn toward
t he gunshot.

Kaori appears, on horseback. She drops her nusket. Draws her
swor d.

The | ast four Sol diers run.

Mai ko lies still, bleeding out.

I NT. SHICH RO S CASTLE - BED CHAMBER - DAY

Lady Takara paces the roomin her white silk gown. Fear
pl astered on her face.

The door opens.
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And LORD SHI CHI RQ(30’s) enters. A beautiful man with
features chi sel ed from stone.

Takara runs into his arnms, and ki sses hi m passionately,
| ongi ngly.

Shichiro breaks away. Smles, and strokes her cheek. Hol ds
her to his chest. She’s hone at |ast.

| NT. ABANDONED HOVE - NI GHT

In the ruined village.

Kaori dresses Mai ko’s wounds. Cleans her skin with a sponge
and hot water.

Mai ko stirs. Tries to stand.

Kaori tries to stop her.

But Mai ko pushes her away. Gets to her feet. Stunbles and
falls.

EXT. ABANDONED HOVE - NI GHT

Mai ko practices her sword stroke, |eft-handed, against a

charred wooden post. Each cut gets stronger, faster, and

more controll ed.

Kaori watches from i nsi de.

EXT. RU NED VI LLAGE - N GHT
Rain falls.

Mai ko wal ks the stone road through what’s |eft of the
village square. A graveyard. Dimy |it by the noon.

Shichiro's castle |l oons on the horizon.
A near by shadow noves. Not Mi ko’ s.

It creeps closer. Slowy at first. Then closes the distance
with a | eap.

Mai ko turns and draws her sword. Stops just short of Kaori’'s
br east .

Startled, Kaori drops her nusket in the mud.

Mai ko’s arm settl es. She takes a breath.
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Kaori brushes the sword away and picks up her gun. She grabs
Mai ko by the hand and | eads her off the road.

EXT. ALLEY - N GHT

Mai ko and Kaori duck down.

As rising thunder rolls across the ground.

An ARMY on horseback rides through the village.

Kaori and Mai ko stay silent and still.

Until the arny passes.

Kaori finds a lanmp in a wndow facing the ally. Lights it.
The light reflects on sonething beneath her ki nono.

Mai ko noti ces.

A spot of red with black trim

Red ar nor.

Hitoshi’s red arnor worn beneath Kaori’s ki nono.

Mai ko grabs Kaori by the throat. Pins her to the ground.

Kaori draws a knife to defend herself. She cuts M ko across
t he cheek.

Mai ko steals the blade fromKaori. Plunges it into her
ki dney, just bel ow the arnor.

Kaori gasps, clutching the handle.
Mai ko wraps her hands around Kaori’s neck and squeezes.

Kaori grabs Mai ko's arnms and digs her fingernails in. Carves
| ong bl oody lines in her skin.

Mai ko punches her in the face. Drags her by the hair across
the road. Throws her into a deep puddle. Pushes her head
bel ow wat er.

Kaori thrashes wildly as the water fills her |ungs.

| NSERT BRI EF FLASHES:

-- O Katsuro and Mai ko hol di ng each ot her.

-- The taste of |ips.
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-- The touch of skin.
-- The feel of a newborn baby in her arnmns.
BACK TO SCENE
Kaori goes |inp.
Mai ko pulls her out of the water.
Kaori’s two lifeless eyes cry out for help.
A hand grabs Mi ko’ s shoul der from behi nd.
She turns.
Fi nds KATSURO S GHOST.
Mai ko wraps her arms around him Feels him Solid.

Katsuro smles. Traces the cuts and bruises on his wife's
face. Grabs her long | ocks and tucks them behind her ears.

He noves in close and whispers sonmething in her ear.

Tears roll down M ko's cheek.

And then Katsuro is gone.

Mai ko grabs the knife from Kaori’s side.

She cuts the long | ocks from her own head.

Wth her beaten face and short hair, she | ooks nore and nore
i ke a young man.

EXT. SH CH RO S CASTLE - MAI N GATE - DAY

Mai ko enters in blood-stained soldier’s arnor. A hel net
shi el ds her face.

The two SENTRIES at the top of the gate bow to her as she
enters.

She nods back reluctantly.

The archway over the gate holds a giant swirling DRAGON.
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EXT. CASTLE COURTYARD - DAY
Banners with triunphant gold DRAGONS whip in the w nd.

Neatly pruned cherry bl ossons dot the yard. Their fallen
petals paint the floor in red.

At the other end of the courtyard is a tall flight of steps
| eading to the pal ace entrance.

SERVANTS sweep and scrub
Chase dogs away with their broons.

String |lanterns fromcorner to corner.

EXT. FIELD - DAY

A KAGURA DANCER, dressed in a dull blue robe and a deep red
mask, holds up a rock. Practices his steps.

Children around himtry to follow the dance.

EXT. CASTLE COURTYARD - DAY

The festival is in full sw ng.
MUSI CI ANS pl uck strings and beat druns.
Food is eaten from sticks.

DANCERS dressed as animals throb and turn to the nusic on
stage. They play out the canpaign as a joke. A giant DRAGON
devours the others one by one... a TIGER .. a FISH .. a
CRANE. .. a MONKEY.

Mai ko, hidden in her arnor, tightens her jaw and cl enches
her fist around her sword, but does not draw.

Everyone seens to be | aughing at her expense, and at the
sight of the nurdered crane, covered in fake paper bl ood.

Mai ko wi nds her way through the crowd toward the pal ace.

Rows of arnored SAMJRAI stand guard on the pal ace steps. A
hundred in all. Too many.

A long line of a few hundred YOUNG MEN- - students,
nmercenaries, soldiers-- forns to the side. One by one, they
sign up for the tournanent. They wite their nanes on a

pi ece of parchnment and get handed a small uni que coin
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Mai ko waits her turn.

When it cones tine to wite her nane, |ike a handful of
ot hers who cannot spell, she sinply draws a |ine.

Her coin is pressed with the word KARMA in kanji.
Mai ko sni ckers.

The festival crowd di sperses and the woul d-be warriors al
sit in circles around the courtyard.

Lord Shichiro and his new bride, Lady Takara, nake their way
out of the palace and take a seat at the top of the flight.

The entire courtyard bows.

Mai ko bows and spits in the dirt through the slit in her
hel et .

Tadao, beside Lord Shichiro, reads froma roll of parchnent,
MOS.

Witten on the parchnment: Qur Lord and Master Shichiro, in
honor of his new bride, welconmes all who have cone from
every corner of Japan, to win a place in her royal guard.

Beating of the drums signals the start of the tournanent.

Two MEN at each circle stand and pitch their coins into a
pile. They carry spears with blunted wooden tips.

Mai ko wat ches. C enches her wounded hand. Bl ood dri bbl es
t hrough the seans in the gauntlet.

The conbatants dance around for a tine. Sone get a good
crack on the arns, legs or head but the fights keep going.

Until finally one falls, clutching his ribs, his leg or his
head.

First man to fall or kneel | oses.
The wi nner scoops up both coins and | eaves the ring.
And the next match begins.

And on and on it goes...
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EXT. RUI NED VI LLACGE - DAY
Kaori’s dead body is found, laying in the filth.

A handful of arnored SOLDI ERS stand in shock. I|ncluding the
four that had run off earlier.

One SOLDI ER wi pes the nud from her face.

EXT. CASTLE COURTYARD - DAY

Mai ko pitches her coin into the pile and wal ks to the center
of the circle. Carries a blunted wooden spear. Still in ful
ar nor .

Her match is in the circle furthest fromthe pal ace steps.

She nmeets her COVBATANT. A younger, nuch taller man, beam ng
with angst. Al power and no guile.

Mai ko tries to grasp her spear with both hands, but m ssing
a thunb doesn’'t nmake it easy.

The Conbat ant | unges.

Mai ko knocks his spear to the side. But the grip of her bad
hand sli ps.

The Conbat ant | unges again and sw pes at her | eg.
Mai ko steps back and wobbles a thrust.
The Conbat ant pushes forward.

Mai ko bl ocks as best she can, but gets pushed around the
ring. Finally takes a crack across her wounded hand.

Frustrated, she steps on her own spear and snaps it in half.
She holds the remaining |l ength as a sword and conti nues the
fight one-handed.

She’s quicker. More precise in her novenents. Sneaks through
t he Conbatants guard. G ves hima good crack on the groin.

The Conbat ant col | apses, clutching his privates.
Mai ko wi ns.
Tadao watches, intrigued, from beside his Lord.

A SOLDI ER rushes to Tadao discretely and whispers in his
ear.
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Tadao’s smle fades and he begs his Lord s pardon to | eave.

Shi chiro nods.

| NT. TADAO S HOVE - BEDROOM - DAY
Tadao finds his daughter, Kaori, on her bed.
He weeps. Hol ds her. Squeezes her to his chest.

Pl aces her back down on the bed. Sets her hands neatly over
her breast.

Finds torn skin and bl ood deep beneath her fingernails. He
flicks the dried skin away.

| WA(40), Kaori’s nother, rushes into the roomand throws her
body over her daughter, sobbing.

Tadao tries to confort her.

| wa turns, enraged.

She grabs Tadao’s sword. Pulls it fromits sheathe. Mkes
himtake it as if to say, go kill yourself.

EXT. CASTLE COURTYARD - DAY

Two nmen fight in the circle closest to the palace steps. A
SOLDI ER and a STUDENT. Two wooden swords each. A long and
short.

The Student falls.

The Sol dier bows wth a smle.

The Student gets back to his feet. Pulls out a conceal ed
bl ade, cuts the Soldier’s throat, and nmakes a run up the
st eps.

Shichiro grabs Takara, and covers her with his own body.

As the line of Sanurai | oose a dozen arrows into the
St udent’s chest.

The Student falls, halfway up the steps. Dying slowy.

Shi chiro recovers his conposure. Marches down the steps,
sword in hand.
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And renoves the Student’s head while he's still alive. But
not quickly. Slowy. Painfully. Saws through cheek and bone.
He takes his pleasure init.

Mai ko wat ches. Cal cul ati ng.

EXT. CASTLE COURTYARD - NI GHT

The sunlight fades.

The lanterns ignite.

A crowd gat hers.

Musi ci ans kick off the nighttine cel ebration.

Mai ko weaves through the crowd, trying to get a good | ook at
t he pal ace.

She gl ances up at the shuttered wi ndows. Careful not to
appear too interested.

She gl ances at the GUARDS standi ng before each entrance.

She could try to sneak in but then what? The pal ace i s huge
and she does not know where the Lord sl eeps.

A short FIGURE darts past her eyeline.

She | ooks through the crowd, | ow.

The Figure darts around again the other way.

AKI H RO S GHOST.

He stops. Smles at his nother.

She sm | es back, holding her breath, afraid he'll disappear.
She outstretches a hand.

He approaches sl owy.

But before he can take her hand, he's gone.

A dog appears in his place. It barks and snaps at Mi ko, who
falls back in shock.

Peopl e around her | augh.
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| NT. BEDROOM - NI GHT
Mai ko sits in the nmoonlight through the w ndow.

Pulls out Arturo’s pistol. Ties it to her wounded hand with
a wap, her finger on the trigger.

Slides it inside the gauntlet.

But it won't fit.

She pulls her hand back out, and with her sword, renpves two
of her fingers.

EXT. CASTLE COURTYARD - DAY

Mai ko pitches twelve coins into the pile.

Steps into another circle. One step closer to Shichiro.

Stands toe to toe with a tall BURLY MAN, wearing a full mask
and carrying two wooden swords.

Mai ko carries only one.

Tadao watches intently. A cold stone glare at the gauntlets
covering Mai ko' s arns.

Every other fighter has his sleeves rolled up.

A SAMURAI announces the fight.

They begin. Ten conbatants in five circles.

But we’'re focused on Mai ko and the Burly Man.

Mai ko takes a few hits.

The Burly Man knocks off her hel net.

Reveal ing a worman in the match

Lady Takara recogni zes her beneath the cuts, bruises and
mangl ed hair. Shocked, she junps to her feet. She wants to
call off the fight, but can’t.

The Burly Man turns to Shichiro.

Shichiro nods. The fight wll continue.

Mai ko attacks, enraged.

She di sarns one of the Burly Man’s weapons.
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The fight goes on.

The scrapi ng of sand. the clacking of wooden swords.
Mai ko wor ks her way around the circle.

Puts the sun to her back.

The Burly Man hides in her shadow.

Mai ko steps to the side.

Light flashes in the Burly Man's eyes.

Mai ko nmoves in and cracks himin the head.

Renovi ng his nask.

Reveal i ng FAUSTI NO, her husband’s captor, now m ssing an
eye.

Faustino drops to his knees, clutching his nose.
Shichiro claps. Then signals the match to conti nue.
Faustino gets to his feet, and they' re back at it.

Fausti no and Mai ko beat each other with wooden swords, over
and over. Skin breaks. Blood flies.

Until Faustino | ands on his back, and Mi ko janms her bokken
down his throat.

Faustino gurgles up blood and chokes to deat h.

Tadao noves down the steps. He grabs a wooden sword. The one
Faustino dropped. Gestures for Maiko to neet himin the
center ring.

She does.

Tadao strips off his arnor. Gestures for Mii ko to do the
sane.

Mai ko hesit ates.
Tadao calls to his nen.
Two SAMURAI strip Mai ko of her arnor.

When the second gauntlet is renoved, she raises the pistol
at Lord Shichiro.

A gunshot goes off.
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Everyone ducks, freezes and turns.

The Sanmurai grab Mai ko. Bring her to the ground, thrashing.
Tadao turns to his Lord.

Who sits in shock but unharned.

Lady Takara slunps to the floor.

Shichiro hol ds her

She’ s bl eeding out but still alive.

Tadao pulls back Mai ko’ s sl eeve.

Finds the scratches on her arns from Kaori .

He gestures for his nmen to | et her up.

They hesitate but pull her to her feet.

Tadao tosses the wooden sword away. Draws his real sword.
Gestures for his nmen to give her a sword.

They hesitate. Turn to Shichiro for confirnmation.

But Shichiro is busy sobbing and kissing his dying wfe.
Mai ko draws a sword fromone of the nmen hol di ng her.
Tadao and Mai ko fight.

The clang of netal swords rings through the castle
courtyard.

Everyone stands silently watching. Holding their breath.

It’s an inpassioned fight. M ko and Tadao both foam ng at
t he nout h.

The strikes are a little faster. The grunts a little harder.

Takara brushes her husband’s tears away. Sm | es. Wi spers
somet hi ng.

G ves out her |ast breath.
Shichiro wail s.
Orders his Archers to fire on M ko.

They raise their bows and draw, but hesitate.
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They m ght strike Tadao.

Shi chiro screans again.

The Archers fire.

But m ss on purpose.

Arrows pepper the ground in the circle.

Tadao and Mai ko continue the fight, deaf to anything el se.

They col |l ect bl oody scratches and nicks. Until both are
nearly dying.

Shichiro steals a bow fromone of his nen.

Nocks, draws and rel eases.

Tadao finally nakes a deep cut across Mai ko' s belly.

Mai ko drops her sword.

Tadao raises his.

Stops short when the arrow sinks in his chest.

Mai ko grabs her sword and slides it into Tadao' s back.

Ki cks his body off her bl ade.

Hol ds her wounded stomach with her wounded hand.

Mar ches toward the pal ace steps.

The Archers all nock and draw.

Mai ko sets foot on the first step and spits.

Shichiro raises his hand.

The Archers |ower their bows.

Shichiro draws his sword. Myves down the steps.

Mai ko rai ses her weapon. Slow Wak. Exhausted and bl eedi ng.
Shichiro cuts her |eg.

Mai ko falls on her back to the ground. She drops her sword.
Shichiro | eans over, nose to nose, and cuts her throat.

He watches the life drain from her eyes.
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Wth her wounded hand, Mai ko draws a bl ade frominside her
robe and janms it under Shichiro’ s chin. The sane sword shard
that killed her husband.

Shichiro bolts up to his feet. The bl ade shoved in his head.
H s men watch in horror.

Shichiro takes two steps...

Then falls dead with a thud.

BLACK.

THE END



