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FADE | N:
CLOSE UP ON A G RL'S FACE

It's Josie CGeller, 25, cute, blonde and scared out of her
wits. W& hear the chanting of a crowd.

CROND
Josie! Josie! Josiel

JOSIE (V.Q)
You know i n some novi es how t hey
have a dream sequence only they don't
tell you it's a dreanf

PULL QUT to reveal Josie on pitcher's nmound of a--
EXT. A BASEBALL STADI UM -- NI GHT
It's packed. Reporters line the field. Al eyes are on Josie.

JOSIE (V.0)
This is so not a dream

The stadium clock sets at 5:00. The crowd goes crazy. Josie
t akes a deep, nervous breath and smles, "Ch God."

I NT. ELECTRONI CS STORE -- CONTI NUOUS

Mul tiple inmages of Josie play across rows of TV sets. A crowd
has gat her ed.

JOSIE (V.Q)
It wasn't supposed to be like this.
| was just trying to do ny job. And
t hen things happened. Wll, life
happened. And now | ' m here.

EXT. BASEBALL STADI UM -- CONTI NUOUS
The clock starts to tick down. The crowd yells again.

JOSIE (V.Q)
Trust me. | amnot the kind of girl
who does things like this. | nean,
two nonths ago you couldn't have
pi cked me out of a crowd...

I NT. CHI CAGDO SUN TI MES BULLPEN -- DAY

Packed with office workers. Bustling with activity. The CAVERA
searches the CRO/D.

JOSIE (V.Q)
Told you. I'mover there.



The CAMERA SWNGS to Josie entering. Rhoda, a young copy
assistant, tails her, pen and paper in hand.

RHCODA
Theat er - -

JOSI E
Standard American calls for "er".
Standard British is "re". So go for
"er", unless you're a ponpous
Anerican, then go for British

Josi e keeps negotiating the maze, |eaving Rhoda in her wake.

RHODA
No. Theater. Last night. W were
supposed to go, renenber?

Josie stops at a desk where Merkin Burns, officious office
assistant, is talking on the phone. He picks his nose with
abandon as he tal ks, ignoring Josie.

MERKI N
(i nto phone)
No way. No way. No way. Ech, hold
on.
(to Josie)
What .

JOSI E
Messages?

Merkin renoves his finger fromhis nose and uses it to pick
up a pink message. He holds it out to Josie. Disgusted, she
takes it by one corner.

MERKI N
(i nto phone)
Seriously? No way. No way- -

Josie's still standing there.

MERKI N ( CONT' D)
VWhat ?

JOSI E
Merkin, do you think we could get
sone nore yellow highlighters?
checked the box and we're--

Merkin swivels his chair 180 degrees so his back is to Josie
and continues with his phone call.



MERKI N
(back into phone)
kay, |'m back, so--

Josie sighs, walks to her door. It's nmarked with a | opsi ded
nanepl ate: Josie Geller, Copy Editor. She adjusts the plate
so it's perfectly straight.

INT. JOSIE S OFFI CE -- CONTI NUOUS

Josie enters, reads the nmessage still gingerly held in two
fingers, and drops it into the trash can. She hangs her coat
squarely on the back of her door, takes five pencils from

her pencil pot, one by one sharpens themin her penci
sharpener, and then lays themout neatly in a row. She smles,
satisfied, ready for another day.

Anita Brandt, late 20's, pretty in a sem -unprofessional
way, bursts in, smling.

ANI TA
GQuess who | did it with last night...

JOSI E
(duh)
Roger in Op/ Ed.
ANl TA
Who tol d!
JOSI E
You did. Yesterday you said, and |
quote, "I have a date with Roger

from Qp/Ed tonight and " mgoing to
doit with him"

ANl TA
Wl |, that doesn't nmean it was going
to happen for sure.

Josie just stares at her.

ANl TA ( CONT' D)
Once it didn't happen for sure.

@Qus Strauss, late 30's, would probably clean up well, enters.
He tosses sonme copy onto Josie's desk
aUs

Conputer's down. Septuplets story.
| need it back by five. Hopefully
the copy's not a ness.



JOSI E
(enphasi zi ng)
It is hoped that it's not a ness.
"Hopeful ly" is an adverb. It neans
"with hope". You have it defining
the copy, and |'mpretty sure the
copy doesn't have feelings.

@Qus and Anita just stare at Josie.

JOSI E ( CONT' D)

Wl |, excuse nme for caring about
wor ds.
aUs
(to Anita)

So. You and Roger in Op/ Ed.

ANI TA
OCh, man! Vo tol d?

aUs
Roger in Op/Ed. Don't nmake nme send
you anot her neno about ny policy on
inter-of fice dating.

JOSI E
Intra office. And they're not dating.
They' re havi ng sex.

ANI TA
And what is your policy? That if
you're not getting any, no one can?

Anita fl ounces off.

aUs

How many tines have | fired her?
JOSI E

Five-- Six--
aUs

(shruggi ng, giving up)

Qus turns to exit.

JOSI E
Hey Gus--did you see the story idea
| left on your desk?

GJUs
Yeah--the blind foster home nother.
It was good. | got Cahoon on it.



JOSI E
(di sappoi nt ed)
Oh. Cahoon. Yeah, he's--good.

aUs
CGeller, we've been over this. You're
a great copy editor. Maybe ny best
copy editor. You're not a reporter

JOSI E
You' ve done five of ny ideas.

aUs
You know what separates us office
flunkies fromthe reporters?

JOSI E
They don't have to be in the office
Chri stmas show?

aUs
A flack jacket.

JOSI E
(not getting it)
A--flack jacket.

aUs
Every Tom Dick, and Harry thinks he
can wite. But a journalist gets in
there, right where the bonbs are.
He's aggressive. Grabs the bull by

the balls.

JOSI E
You don't think I can grab bulls’
bal | s?

aUs

Geller, you don't want a reporter's
life. They're very--nmessy. You're

all about order. Control. And getting
me ny copy by five.

JOSI E
Hey--1 can be out of control.

@Qus snmles. On his way out he re-adjusts Josie's naneplate
so it hangs at an angle. Tornented, Josie waits a beat.

She can't take it, and runs to the door and straightens it.
aUs

(over his shoul der)
Copy by five.



I NT. SUN TI MES LUNCHROOM - - DAY

Actually, a pretty depressing kitchenette area. Anita and
Josie eat lunch--Anita eats Chinese out of a container, Josie
has three baggies of perfectly cut food in front of her.

JOSI E
Be honest. Do you think I'm
aggr essi ve?

Ani ta ponders a nonent.

ANl TA
Okay. Renenber when they took your
office chair in for repairs and forgot
toreturn it?

JOSI E
Yeah.

ANI TA
You stood for |ike a nonth.

Cynthia, an affable African-Anmerican woman in her 40's, enters
and puts three mcrowave neals in the mcrowave

JOSI E
Just because |'mnot out of control
doesn't nmean | can't wite.

CYNTHI A

Josie, you listen to ne. If you fee
you're a witer--

(touchi ng her chest)
Here, deep inside, don't |et anyone
tell you you're not. Look at ne.
Every day | cone to this paper and |
pour ny heart and soul into what |
do. | feel it, passionately, to the
core of ny being.

JOSI E
You wite obituaries.

CYNTHI A
Hey, if you can make a busted aorta
sound good--honey, that's art.

The m crowave dings off. Cynthia fishes the three Lean
Cuisines out. Anita and Josie share a | ook.

ANl TA
Cynthia, aren't they only diatetic
if you eat themone at a tine?



CYNTH A
| eat "emone at a tine.

ANl TA
(to Josie)
Y' know, maybe Gus has a point. It
woul dn't kill you to relax and have

sone fun. Roger's got a friend,
Marshall in editing? The one with
the | azy eye? Maybe we coul d doubl e

dat e.

JOSI E
Forget it.

ANI TA
| swear to God, Jos. Wien is the
last time you went on a real live
dat e?

JOSI E
I"mconcentrating on my career right
now.

ANl TA

Do you own any col ored underwear?
Stripes? Anythi ng?!

JOSI E
(enbarrassed)

Ani t a!
ANl TA

Look. You're way under 30, you're
cute, sonme guys find white Carter's
underwear sexy—

(beat)
If you talk to his nose, you don't
even notice the eye.

Josie laughs in spite of herself.

JOSI E
The right guy is out there. |I'mjust
not going to kiss a whole bunch of
| osers to get to him

ANl TA
Yeah, but sonetimes kissing the |osers
can be a fun diversion.

JOSI E
When | finally get kissed, I'Il know.

Anita and Cynthia trade | ooks.



ANl TA
Okay. If you've never kissed a guy,
we got bigger problens than the
under wear .

JOSI E
|"ve kissed guys. |'ve just never
ki ssed a guy. Felt that thing--

CYNTHI A
"That thing"? Is that what you kids
are calling it these days?

JOSI E
That thing. That nmoment. You Kiss
sonmeone and it's |like the world around
you gets all hazy and the only thing
in focus is you and this other person
and you know t hat one person is the
person you're neant to be ki ssing
for the rest of your life. And for
t hat one nonment you' ve been given
this amazing gift and you want to
| augh and cry at the same time because
you're so lucky you found it, and so
scared that it will all go away.

Anita and Cynthia take this in.

CYNTHI A
Dam, girl. You are a witer.

INT. TIKI POST -- DAY

Basically a Milbox Etc. store, but dressed in a Tahitian
t heme. Cardboard hul a dancers hol d Fedex envel opes.

ROB GELLER, 23, good-1looking, wears a snock with "Tiki Post"
enbl azoned across it over a Hawaiian shirt. He stands watch
at the cash register.

MONTY MAYLI K, 50, proud owner, rearranges a display. The
pl ace is enpty.

ROB
Hey Monty--you think we'll get any
busi ness today?

MONTY
(of course)
I"mhanding out a free lei to every
custoner! \Wat do you think?



ROB
| think maybe people are scared off
by the tiki torches.

MONTY
Change is scary. Robbie, let ne tel
you a little sonething about the
mai | business. |'ve been in it over
thirty years. And in those thirty
years, the only thing that's changed
is the Elvis stanp and sone gun | aws.
Peopl e are bored! They wanna shake
t hi ngs up!

ROB
| thought people just wanted their
mai | delivered on tine.

Josie wal ks into the store, triggering Hawaiian nusic.
Monty puts a lei over her head.

MONTY
Al oha! Wl cone!

ROB
Rel ax, Monty. It's just ny sister.

Monty takes the lei off her neck. Josie hands Rob an envel ope.
Rob rifles through the cash inside.

ROB ( CONT' D)
Thanks, Jos. 1'll pay you back.
Banmbi t hanks you, too.

Rob indicates a beat-up weck of a yellow car parked outside.

JOSI E

That is so--weird that you nane your

car.
ROB

No it's not. Quys nane their penises.
JOSI E

Ckaaaay. . . .

(then)

That car's going to bankrupt you.

ROB
She just needs a new wi ndshield w per.



JOSI E
Because | bought the w ndshield | ast
week. |'ma hubcap away from owni ng
nore of Banmbi than you do.

Rob hands the noney back.

ROB
Y' know what? Take it. | don't want
it.
Josi e hands it back.
JOSI E
Rob, take the noney, okay? It's no
bi g deal .
ROB

No, it is. It's just one nore thing
to add to your "things that make you
a better person than ne" |ist.

JOSI E
Better person than I.

ROB
See!

JOSI E
I know this woman. She works in
adm ssions at Lakeshore Community?
She m ght be able to get you in for
the Fall senester. Maybe she could
get you the baseball schol arship,
and | could hel p and--

ROB
I"mnot going to college, Jos. And
I"mnot playing anynore basebal | .
This is nmy life.

JOSI E
(whi speri ng)
This--this is a luau that sells
packi ng material!

ROB
Soneday this luau is going to be al
m ne!

JOSI E

How can you just give up like that?
You had a real shot at playing college
ball and you | et one case of nono

( MORE)



11.

JOSI E (CONT' D)
stop everything. Don't you want nore?
To nmove out of Mom and Dad' s? Pay
your own bills?

ROB
Oh yay! And then | could be as happy
as youl!

JOSI E
For your information, | amvery happy.
Deliriously happy. | lead a very
happy |ife!

She exits. The nmusic starts up again.

MONTY
Cone agai n!

INT. JOSIE' S APARTMENT -- N GHT

W PAN AROUND t he neatest and qui etest wal k-up you' ve ever
seen. Lots of books on shel ves.

W find Josie sitting at her small table putting the finishing
t ouches on a needl epoint pillow. She turns it over and WE

SEE it says: "LOVE'. She holds up the final product to a
terrarium | ookup up at her two turtles.

JOSI E
There. Wat d'you think, guys?
Where should it go?

Josi e | ooks around the living room

JOSI E ( CONT' D)
Hmm
(She pretends to listen
to the turtles.)
What ' s that? Bedroonf? G eat ideal!

She wal ks into the bedroomw th the pillow
I NT. JOSIE'S BEDROOM - - CONTI NUOUS

A perfectly arranged Laura Ashl ey bedroom W PAN OVER TO
the bed. It is conpletely covered in needl epoint pillows.

Josie places the |atest one on top of the others and sniles.

JOSI E
Per f ect .



I NT. A CONFERENCE ROOM - SAME

It's packed with the NEWSPAPER STAFF. HYRAM Rl GFORT, 65,
whi te-haired, dignified owner of the paper presides. Anita
and Josie sit next to each other. Next to Anita sits Roger
from Qp/ Ed, a good-1ooking guy in his 30's.

Rl GFORT
Let me start out by saying that |
was very inpressed by the
i nvestigative piece Dutton did on
pesticides in our supermarkets.

An ol der man, Dutton, smles proudly.

Rl GFORT ( CONT' D)
But since the Trib did a better piece
on the sanme subject, you're fired.

Dutton's face falls. Everyone | ooks horrified.

RI GFORT ( CONT' D)
You heard ne. Qut. Qut.

Dutton shuffles out. Josie takes a big bite of donut.

Rl GFORT ( CONT' D)
So. Happy March everybody!

ALL
(by rote)
Happy March M. Rigfort.

Rl GFORT
To celebrate, |'ve decided it's tine
f or anot her undercover feature!

Everyone | ooks underwhel ned.

Rl GFORT ( CONT' D)
You all know that sone of ny best
i nspiration cones from persona
experience. W knew that ny botched
foray into hair plugs would lead to
| ast nonth's award-w nni ng expose --
“hair today, gone tonmorrow'? Hat's
off to you, Bruns.

W PAN OVER to BRUNS, a reporter whose hair is mssing in
odd- | ooki ng clunps. He nods sadly.

Rl GFORT ( CONT' D)
O should I say "hat's on"! And what
about when nmy wife had that affair

( MORE)

12.
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Rl GFORT ( CONT' D)
with GI, her ski instructor and
Howar d went undercover as an expert
sl al om ski er

Howard smiled wanly. Both his arns are in casts. CAMERA PANS
the roomas Rigfort continues, picking out different
reporters.

Rl GFORT ( CONT' D)
So last night I'msitting around the
dinner table with ny famly. The
wi fe, the two nannies, the boys, and
we're eating chicken with this peanut
sauce.

CAMERA STOPS at a Chef Boyardee | ook-alike.

GJUs
Undercover chef. | like it.

Rl GFORT
Hang on, Gus. So, we're eating this
peanut sauce and suddenly the younger
kid starts choking.

CAMERA STOPS at a Nurse Ratchet | ook-alike.

ANl TA
(sotto to Josie)
I"msnel ling undercover ER nurse.

Rl GFORT
Turns out he's allergic to peanuts.
And | think -- holy shit. | don't
even know ny own kids. | mean, who
knows if they're even mne? And it
got me thinking. How nuch do we know
about ki ds today? What are they
t hi nki ng? How many of them are
allergic to peanuts? Boom It hit nme --
"My Senester In Hi gh School ."

CAMERA STOPS at a bald guy, the jerks over one seat to Josie.

Rl GFORT ( CONT' D)
(to Josie)
You. What's your name?

JOSI E
Josie. Josie CGeller.

Rl GFORT
You enroll on Friday.



14.
CGeneral crowd hubub. Josie's in shock.

JOSI E
OCh. But--1'"mnot a reporter yet...

Rl GFORT
And none of these geezers coul d pass
for a day under 40. Have fun.

And Rigfort exits.
INT. JOSIE'S OFFICE - M NUTES LATER
Josie is so excited she can hardly speak to Anita.
JOSI E
It's finally happening, Anita! |'m
going to wite!
Anita | ooks concer ned.
JOSI E (CONT' D)
My own undercover feature - "Witten
by Josie Geller".

ANl TA
Jos - Maybe you should turn it down.

A beat. Josie's face falls.

JOSI E
You don't think | can do it.

ANl TA
No - It's just a ot of pressure for
your first piece, that's all. | nean,

it's not a half-page article, it's a
maj or undercover piece, Jos. Look
what Rigfort did to Dutton - and
that guy's his cousin!

Qs enters.

aus
Don't worry, |I'Il straighten all
this out.

JOSI E
But | don't want it straightened
out .

aUs

Geller, this is way out of your
| eague.
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Josie takes in Anita and Cus.

JOSI E
kay, just so I'mclear here --neither
of you think I can do this.

ANI TA
Jos, that's not what we're --

JOSI E
Anita, when you wanted to seduce the
guy in the mailroomand you didn't
t hi nk you coul d | earn Spani sh fast
enough, who qui zzed you on your verbs?

Anita | ooks down, chastened.

ANI TA
Senorita Josi e.

JOSI E
And GQus - when you picked up knitting,
who showed you how to hold the
needl es?

aUs
(sotto)
YQU DI D.

ANl TA
(to @us)
YOU KNI T?

JOSI E
So, this is nmy chance.

A beat .

aUs
I"mnot holding your job for you,
Cel l er.

Josie junps up and down and hugs Gus, who is clearly
unconf ort abl e.

GUS ( CONT' D)
Don't nake ne send you the nmeno on
huggi ng in the workpl ace.

Josie smles. Qus exits.

ANl TA
| do believe in you, Jos. Anything
you need, |I'Il help you out.



16.
Josie sits, notions to the brown paper bag.

JOSI E
You can start by handi ng nme that
bag.

Anita does. Josie sticks it over her face, flips her head
bet ween her knees and starts hyperventil ati ng again.

CLCSE UP on Rob, wearing his Tiki Post outfit. He shakes his
head.

RCB
No. Uh, uh.

PULL OUT TO REVEAL H M STANDI NG WTH JOSI E ON THE SI DEWALK
IN FRONT OF -

EXT. TIKI POST - DAY
Josie's shiny Buick is parked right behind Banbi at the curb.

JOSI E
It's just for a couple of nonths.

ROB
You can't just "borrow' my car for a
coupl e of nonths! That's |like ten
years in Banbi |ife!

JOSI E
"1l give you ny Buick Le Sabre.

Rob rolls his eyes and enters the store.

JOSI E (CONT' D)
You can nane it whatever you want.

| NT. TIKI POST - CONTI NUOUS
Josie follows Rob into the store. He turns.

ROB
Ww. This must be big.

JOSI E
| got an assignment fromthe paper.
I "' m goi ng undercover. Back to high
school .

Rob starts | aughi ng uncontroll ably.

JOSI E ( CONT' D)
What ! ?
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ROB
Do you renenber high school ?
JOSI E
It was a long tinme ago -
ROB
Don't you renmenber what they called

you?
Slowy Josie's face falls. She | ooks very far away.

ROB ( CONT' D)
Josie -

I NT. A H GH SCHOOL CAFETERI A - DAY ( FLASHBACK)
It's packed with kids. Everyone stares off-screen at chants -

ALL
Josie Grossie. Josie Gossie. Josie
G ossi e.

I NT. TIKI POST - SAME
Josi e | ooks stricken.

JOSI E
Josi e Grossie.

ROB
| know. | came up with it.
(beat)
You | ook nauseous.

JOSI E
Nauseated. | | ook nauseated. Ch God.

She puts her hand over her nouth, races for the bathroom

I NT. TIKI POST BATHROOM - M NUTES LATER

Josie has just gotten violently ill. She rises off her knees,
grabs sone toilet paper to wi pe her nouth. She | ooks down at
her feet.

I NT. H GH SCHOOL CORRI DOR - DAY ( FLASHBACK)

We CLOSE UP on brown | eather oxfords and widen to reveal

TEENAGE JOSI E

braces, heavy glasses, in all her nerdom slowy walking
down the corridor with a huge backpack on her back.
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A boy sneaks up behind her, holds open the top of her backpack
whi | e anot her boy pours a half drunk Sprite into her backback.

Kids smle and snicker as Josie continues down the hallway.

She spots, BILLY PRINCE, ultimte high school heartthrob,
and approaches hi m nervously.

JOSI E
Hey, Billy Prince, | noticed you
weren't in math today, and | have
the notes in case you want -

M dway t hrough Josie's speech, WE HEAR the odd sound of liquid
hitting linoleum Josie follow Billy's gaze down to between
her feet where a pool of Sprite has gathered. Billy starts

to laugh. Kids around himjoin in. As the |aughter echoes
around her we

DI SSOLVE BACK TO
I NT. TIKI POST BATHROOM - SAME ( PRESENT DAY)
Josie stares into the mrror. Staring back is teenage Josie.

JOSI E
This is a very bad idea.

INT. THE MALL - TEEN CLOTHI NG STORE - DAY

Anita and Josie cruise through a teen clothing store, carrying
| arge bags froma stationery store. Josie picks up a platform
sneaker and just stares at it.

ANl TA
So, you were a geek. Big deal.

JOSI E
Anita, renenber espadrilles?

ANl TA
Pl ease. That doesn't make you a nerd.
Everyone wore those shoes.

JOSI E
The girls threwthemat nme in the
| ocker room

ANl TA
Okay. That's bad.

JOSI E
At the end of the year, the person
who got the nost direct hits to ny
head got to toss ne into the pool.



ANl TA
Mama m a.
(then)
Just because you were a nerd once
doesn't nean it's going to happen
again. That's why you have ne for
fashi on consul tation

Anita pulls a slip skirt off a rack and holds it up.

ANl TA (CONT' D)
Now this is cute.

JOSI E
That is lingerie.

ANl TA
So | was thinking about what you
were saying - y'know, about really
bei ng kissed? | think Roger could be

t he one.
JOSI E

What ' d you feel when you kissed hinf?
ANl TA

Bri dgewor k?
JOSI E

Very romanti c.
Josie pulls out a plain button-down cardigan.

JOSI E ( CONT' D)
How about this?

ANl TA
| amnot letting you out of the house
in that, young | ady.

Anita grabs an awful white marabou jacket and matching
earrings and hol ds t hem up.

ANI TA ( CONT' D)
Cuuuut e!

JOSI E
"Nita, this is about reporting, not
accessori zi ng.

ANl TA
And we're going to have to do
sonet hi ng about your hair.

19.
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JOSI E
Ani t a!

ANl TA
Jos, please try and have some fun
here, okay? How many of us get to go
back to hi gh school ? You' re gonna
have a bl ast!

SMASH CUT TO
CLOSE UP - AN ALARM CLOCK
on a bedside table. Surrounded by make-up, boxes of hair
color, a stack of index cards, ripped nagazi ne pages of teen
| ooks, issues of Teen Beat and YM The clock slips to 7:00.
NPR starts playing. A hand reaches over, hits the radio off.

SOUND EFFECTS: A school bell. As the bell continues to ring,
we WDEN TO

I NT. JOSIE' S BEDROOM - MORNI NG
Josie sits up in bed, covers pulled up to her chin in terror.
EXT. A CH CAGO STREET - MORNI NG

MJUSIC UP: "Morning Train". Crowds of conmuters stream down
the sidewal k and onto the stairs leading up to the El.

A big yellow car jerks into frane, backfires noisily. It's
Josie at the wheel of Banbi. She jerks out of frane.

EXT. SOUTH GLEN SOUTH HI GH SCHOOL - MORNI NG

A suburban canpus anchored by a main building. Cars pul

into the parking ot for the beginning of the day. Kids greet
each other, converge on the front doors of the school.
General mayhem

Banmbi pulls in. She jerks into a spot, backfiring once nore
for effect. The entire scene stops. Kids freeze, | ook at
Josie. A beat, and they they continue on their way.

| NT. BAMBI - CONTI NUOUS

Josie takes a few deep breaths.

JOSI E
kay, | can do this. Piece of cake.

| can do this.



21.
EXT. PARKI NG LOT - CONTI NUOUS

Josie steps out of the car wearing the marabou jacket,
earrings, and white jeans. She shuts the door behind her,
starts wal ki ng. She has unknowi ngly shut her jacket in the
door and as she wal ks, a piece of marabou rips, trailing
behind her like a tail.

JOSI E
Yeah, okay. Feeling good..

I NT. SCHOOL LOBBY - SAME

Josie nmerges with the throngs of kids and is literally pushed
into the | obby. She stares around, overwhel ned. "Go Rans!"
banners share space with signs that read: "63 DAYS TIL PROM "
She inches her way along the wall until she is stopped by a
guard who grabs her arm

GUARD
Hey- - where are you goi ng?

JOSI E
Oh, I"'ma student. Most definitely a
student. In high school. Here. | am
going to class. Wth ny fell ow

st udent s.
(greeting random ki ds)
H. H, there.

The guard stares at her a beat and then notions behind them
to three huge netal detectors that the kids are filtering
t hrough. Josie smles, "whoops," wal ks back.

GUARD
(under his breath)
Freak.

I NT. SCHOOL LOBBY - M NUTES LATER

Josie's stuff lays out on the post-detector table - cel

phone, |aptop, mni tape recorder, electronic organizer,

pager, being scrutinized by the guard. Josie's sure she's
been found out. CAMERA W DENS. Down from Josie, WE SEE ot her

ki ds' bel ongi ngs spread out. They have the identical high-
tech equi pnent. The guard picks up Josie's nail file, exam nes
it -

GUARD
Weapon.

And throws it in the trash
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I NT. H GH SCHOOL HALLWAY - MORNI NG

Josie stares at her class card and eyes the cl assroons,
totally | ost. She approaches a boy in a flannel shirt and
| oose | eans.

JOSI E
H --um [|"'mlooking for Room 204,
Ms. Knox?

As soon as the boy starts to talk, we notice sonething in
his nmouth - a tongue pierce. Josie does too. W ZOOM I N on

that shiny little netal ball. Josie is fixated. So fixated
that we stop hearing the boy's voice. All WE SEE is the nouth -
and that ball - noving. The nouth closes. He's done. Josie's

face is contorted in inmagi ned pain.

JOSI E ( CONT' D)
Ow.
(cat ching herself)
| mean, wow. Ww. Great directions.
Cl ear. Conci se.

And Josie takes off, totally enbarrassed.

BOY
(under his breath)
Freak.

I NT. H GH SCHOOL HALLWAY - MORNI NG

Josie wal ks up to Room 204. Opening the door, she's net by a
sea of faces.

M5. KNOX, mid-forties, distracted but bubbly, sits in the
front of the class.

MS. KNOX
H - hello. WIkonmmen. Entre.

Josie wal ks in. Kids whisper and snicker.

JOSI E
Sorry I'mlate.
MB. KNOX
Yes, well, I'msorry | forgot to

take my hot flash nedication this
norning. Josie, right? Please sit.
M casa es su casa.

Josi e makes her way to the desk, trailing marabou. The cl ass
titters. She sits in front of two girls, KIRSTEN and KRI STEN
beauti ful and intim dating.
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KI RSTEN
That is so sad --

KRI STEN
| know, |ike five chickens had to
die just so she could | ook that
st upi d.

MS. KNOX

Josie, in ny classroom tardiness is
unacceptable --

JOSI E
I"'mreally sorry --Ms. Knox pulls a
ridicul ously huge sonbrero out from
under her desk. The class laughs in
recognition.

M5.  KNOX
Not as sorry as | am

Ms. Knox puts the sonbrero on a less-than-thrilled Josie.

MS. KNOX (CONT' D)
Oe! Ten minutes in this hat, you'l
never be |l ate again. So, let's hear
sonet hi ng about you. Stand up. Stand

up.

Josi e does. The sonbrero drops over her eyes. She adjusts it
so she can read her notecards.

CLCSE UP on the notecard --it's filled with precise script
under a headi ng: MY PAST

She scans it, then flips the cards face-down on the desk.

Confidently she begins --

JOSI E
My nanme is Josie. |I'ma high schoo
student. | cane from--

Just then the classroom door opens. WE SEE from Josie's
perspective a blinding light, Josie squints. Fromthe |ight
emerges a shadowy vision of Billy Prince.

JOSI E ( CONT' D)
Billy?

Josie blinks, REVEAL not Billy, but a beautiful guy, CQuy.

He stands very close to her.
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JOSI E (CONT' D)
(cat ching herself)
BALI .
(anot her beat)
I"'mfromBilly-Bali. It's a suburb
of Bali proper.

@Quy pushes past her, tosses a wooden hall pass to Ms. Knox,
and noves to his seat.

MB. KNOX
Bali. Fascinating! What did your
famly do there?

Josie | ooks around in panic, sees a student in a South den
Sout h wi ndbreaker with huge ram on the back

JOSI E
W were--sheep--farnmers. W raised
sheep. In Billy-Bali.

Josie realizes the trouble she's gotten herself into.

JOSI E (CONT' D)
Ch ny Cod.
(caught)
Oh nmy God--do | miss Billy-Bali.
(beat)
It had--a really great...aquarium

She sits. Defeated.
I NT. H GH SCHOOL HALLWAY - LATER
Josi e rushes down the hall, still toting her enornous bag.
A huge banner - SOUTH GLEN, OUR NATION S BEST PROM - hangs
prom nently. She tal ks covertly into a hand-held tape
recorder.
JOSI E

Note to self--Research Bali. Kil

Anita for picking out this outfit.
Find and destroy sonbrero.
| NT. CLASSROOM - SAME

Josi e and her enornous book bag enter. She takes a seat toward
t he back of the room

Kristen, Kirsten and G BBY, another beauty, enter and head
to the back of the room

Kirsten and G bby stand over Josie, staring at her.
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KI RSTEN
We sit here.

JOSI E
Oh. Sorry--1 didn't know these were
assi gned.

G BBY
They' re not.

Josi e quickly gathers her things and noves one row forward,
next to two enpty seats. TWO STONERS shuffle over to Josie.

STONER 1
Sorry. W sit here.
JOSI E
(indicating two enpty

seat s)
Couldn't you two--sit there?

STONER 2
Ri ght. Except there are three of us--

The Stoners eye each other, then the two seats. A | ook of
horror comes over Stoner 1

STONER 1
Dude--we left Jed at the 7-11!
(beat)
Agai n!

Josi e picks up her stuff, noves to the last enpty seat in
the roomin the front row, surrounded by "nerds" who al
wear orange Denom nator sweatshirts.

Sitting next to Josie is ALDYS, a Denoni nator--intense, w se
with a whol e bunch of math nedal s on her sweatshirt.

She smles at Josie.

Josie snmiles back and | ooks up as MR COULSON enters the
room He's a ruggedly handsome twenty-sonething Yal e grad.

He grabs a notebook out of his bag, goes around to sit on
the front of his desk, sipping coffee froma Styrofoam cup

SAM
Hi, everyone.
(Spots Josie)
| dont think we've net. |'m Sam
Coul son- al though for sone reason
t he school has this thing about not
letting you guys call ne Sam



(

["'mJ

JOSI E

shyly)
osie. Geller. | think

t he school

woul d probably be pretty confortable
with you calling, ne that.

Sam sni | es.

Josi e

SAM
since you' re new - |

Josi e.

ove to

drink my coffee during class, and

si nce

| allow nyself to do

this, |

al | ow everyone to bring beverages to

cl ass

(

as wel | .
a beat)

Wl come to Shakespeare's "As You

Li ke
(

lt."
beat )

Okay. How many of you actually read
t he assignnent | ast night?

About five hands go up

SAM ( CONT' D)

Not bad. Now how many of you spent
nore than thirty mnutes eating salty

snack

f oods?

Twenty hands. Sam | aughs.

Man.

SAM ( CONT' D)
If I could just get yo

read while you eat.

Sam opens hi s book. Al dys notices Josie has no book.

noves next to her.

Her e.

They share a smi

ALDYS
We can share.

| e.

SAM

u guys to

"As You Like It" is an exanple of a
Shakespear ean- -

Samturns to the bl ackboard and starts witing.
his butt, hardly discernible in his | oose 501 jeans,

girls swoon.

Past or al

SAM ( CONT' D)

t hat nmeans?

An ent husi asti c,

if slightly dimgirl,

Conedy. Anyone know what

SERA, waves her

26.

She

We CU on
all the

hand.
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SERA
Ch oh oh! That's what they do to
m | k!

SAM

That's pasteurize, Sera. But close.
Sanme letter--

(tapping three fingers

on his arma la

char ades)
--three syl abl es--

SERA
Par akeet ?!

ALDYS:
(sotto to Josie)
There's a mnute of ny life "1l
never get back.

Josie smles at this.

SAM
kay, anyone el se---

Josie can't contain herself.

JOSI E
Pastoral neans set in the country.
Oiginally seen in the Ecl ogues of
Virgil. It's fromthe Latin pascere.
To graze.

Student bleets |like a sheep O S. Samjust stares at her,
smling. Finally, he wal ks over and shakes her hand.

SAM
Dd | nmention to the class that |
| ove our new student?

Josi e beans.
G BBY
Did I nention that the class al so
| oves our new kiss ass?
Josie's smle quickly fades.
SAM
G bby, that's not exactly the kind
of participation |I'mlooking for.

G bby | ooks right at Josie.
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G BBY
(totally insincere)
Qoops. Sorry.

Josie just sits there, face burning.
I NT. H GH SCHOOL HALLWAY - LATER

Josi e approaches her |ocker. She can't get to it because a
COUPLE is busy maki ng out against it.

A G RL'S VO CE cones over the |oudspeaker. She's conpletely
i gnor ed.

A RL'S VO CE
Hi . This is Sydney, Student Body
President! Okay, first. Bad news-
The' district didn't allocate enough
funds, so as of this afternoon, there
will be no nusic departnent.
Now, about Prom -

The entire hallway FREEZES. The coupl e breaks their clinch
and | ooks up. SILENCE. Josie is ammzed.

SYDNEY' S VO CE
Voting on Promthenme has been
conpl eted. And the theme is--

CU on expectant FACES.

SYDNEY' S VO CE ( CONT' D)
The M |1 enni umni

PANDEMONI UM Ki ds cheer, gasp. One G RL faints.

The crowd surges again. Josie, caught in the flow, doesn't
notice a | ocker door flinging open. She snmashes her face
right into it. Everyone, including Quy, turns and | aughs.

Even sone Denomn nators.
CUT TO
CU. A CAFETERI A TRAY

Moves down the food line. It's piled with unidentifiable
foods and three gl asses of fluorescent red punch. Hands pul
the tray out of the frane.

| NTO FRAME cones anot her t

r this one bearing a perfectly
arranged place setting with

ay,
three celery sticks on a plate.

W DEN TO REVEAL:
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| NT. CAFETERI A - DAY
Josie, pulling the perfect tray down the cafeteria |ine.

She reaches some awful -1 ooking Cole slawin a big vat. A
CAFETERIA GQUY in a plastic cap hovers above it.

JOSI E
(to cafeteria guy)
Excuse ne. What's in the Cole sl aw?

The cafeteria guy hauls an industrial-size plastic tub onto
the, counter and turns it-so Josie can read the | abel:

"KOLE SLAW FOOD. " Josie winkles her nose. She noves on to
t he cash register.

CASHI ER
That' Il be twelve ninety-five.

JOSI E
(st unned)
OCh nmy gosh. Wow. That's... pricey.

CASHI ER
That's real neat in the ham sandw ch

Josie turns to a AGRL in line behind her.
JOSI E
Boy--that's a | ot of bread for that
br ead!

The Grl rolls her eyes, reaches past Josie to grab a nustard
bottle. Josie turns with her tray toward the room

CUT TO
| NT. CAFETERI A - DAY ( FLASHBACK)
4 KIDS stare at CAMERA and chant:
ALL
Josie G ossie--Josie Gossie--Josie

G ossi e.

ANGLE BACK ON JOSIE. She's seventeen. Standing with her tray,
paral yzed. The CAMERA SPINS, showi ng us her back.

There, tattooed in squeeze-bottle nustard, is "GROSSIE. "

A boy stands behind her victoriously holding the nustard
bottl e.

CUT BACK TO
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I NT. CAFETERI A - SAME ( PRESENT DAY)

Josi e shakes off the vision and stares out at the crowded
cafeteria. She sees Kirsten, Kristen and G bby, steels
hersel f, and deci des to approach.

Kirsten is eating a bran nuffin.

KRI STEN
Kirsten, that bran nuffin has |ike
75 fat grans.

Kl RSTEN
Nah uh.

A BBY
Yeah, | read this thing that one
bran nuffin can be |ike two bran
muf fi ns someti nmes.

Ki rsten pushes the muffin away.

KI RSTEN
God. Food is so confusing.
JOSI E
(to Kirsten)
H Kristen
KI RSTEN

It's Kirsten.

Josie plops herself down with these girls, and takes a spiral
pad out of her big knapsack. In the process, she nmanages to

spill her chocolate mlk all over her white jeans.
JOSI E
That' || teach ne to wear white after
Labor Day.
G BBY

Um | don't think you' re supposed
to wear white jeans after 1983.

They all |augh. Josie fakes a | augh, too.

JOSI E
Ri ght, right.

Josi e picks up her notepad and her pen.

JOSI E (CONT' D)
So - tell ne about yourselves.



31.

They all just stare at Josie in disgust. Guy approaches their
t abl e.

QY
I''m Quy.

@Quy | ooks at Josie. He's beautiful. She's flustered.

JOSI E
Yes you are. A guy. Quy. Quite a
guy. Ch ny. Look at that--I rhymed.
(beat)
Yi kes.
(beat)
Bi kes!

eV
(very serious)
Are you in special ed?

Josi e stands up, grabs her bag and her chocolate mlk -

JOSI E
Bye. GQuy. Ot hers.

She | eaves the Cafeteria, passing a-couple of Denom nators.

JOSI E ( CONT' D)
(to herself)
Aaaah! How old am|?

DENOM NATOR #1
Approxi mately six thousand three
hundred and fifty days ol d-subj ect
to adjustnment for nonth of birth.

This is very funny Denom nator hunor- to the Denom nators.
Josie | eaves the Cafeteria.
EXT. SCHOOL GROUNDS - CONTI NUCUS

Josie runs out an exit door and right into a SECURI TY GUARD

GUARD
You got a pass?

INT. GYM - LATER

A banner above reads "PRESI DENTI AL FI TNESS TESTI NG TH S WEEK. "
FI FTEEN SENIOR G RLS, including Josie, in matching green and
yel | ow pol yester gym cl othes do sprints up and-down the
basketbal | court. Josie |ooks |like she's about to die. M.
Brown yells as she passes.
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MS. BROWN
Move it Geller! Mve it! Mve it!

Josi e stops, grabs the worman by the shoul ders.

JOSI E
Must - - have- - wat er - -
MS. BROWN
What do | | ook Iike, your waitress?

Now you' re gonna conpl ete these
sprints, cause if you don't you fail.
And if you fail gym you' re NEVER
GETTI NG | NTO COLLECE!

JOSI E
Oh--ny- - God--you guys are—stil
telling that lie--?

M5. BROWN
That's it Geller--drop and give ne
twenty!

Josie drops to the gymfl oor
I NT. H GH SCHOOL HALLWAY - LATER

It's - finally- the end of the day. Josie nakes her way down
the hall, clutching her pad of paper, getting pushed and
shoved by kids as they storm outside. A huge banner hangs
overhead reading: "SIGN UP FOR SENI OR NI GHT! "

She tries to smle at sone kids, but they all ignore her.

She makes it to the main entrance to the school, where we
see, as she shoves her pad of paper into her bag, it is
conpl etely bl ank.

EXT. PARKI NG LOT - SAME

Kids fill the parking lot. Josie wal ks, tal king on her cel
phone.

JOSI E
(i nto phone)
Rhoda, make sure Gus gets-the whole
nessage, okay? Yeah--bye--

Josie arrives where she parked Bambi. The space is enpty.
She still holds the phone to her ear--
JOSI E (CONT' D)

Wait a second--
( MORE)
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JOSI E (CONT' D)
(i nto phone)
No, not you--hbye--

Josi e shuts the phone, |ooks around...retraces her steps ..
Banmbi is gone.

Josie wal ks around the |ot, getting visibly upset.

In the corner of the lot, WE SEE a group of Denom nators
renmoving a BI G METAL CHAIN from around a group of tightly
packed cars.

ALDYS (O S.)
They do it to all the new ki ds.

Josie finds Al dys standing next to her.

JOSI E
Who' s of they?

Al dys notions up to a second floor window. Guy and his G oup
| ook down on them | aughi ng.

ALDYS
@uy Perkins and his amazing Lenm ngs.
They push your car out of its space,
hide it, then watch while you | ook
for it. We've taken to chaining ours
toget her for safety. |I'm Al dys.

JOSI E
I"mJosie. Aldys is an interesting
nane.

ALDYS

When it's not yours. My mom was goi ng
t hr ough her Harl equi n Romance phase.

JOSI E
Try being naned after a guitar-playing
pussycat .

Al dys doesn't get it.

JOSI E ( CONT' D)
Never m nd.

(beat)
That is so awful that they hide your
cars.
ALDYS
@uess.

( MORE)



ALDYS ( CONT' D)
Al t hough, what is truly awful is
that wth the conbined intellectua
effort of every kid in that room
ri ght now

She points up to the biology room

ALDYS ( CONT' D)

They still would not know the
di fference between a synecdoche and
a hyperbol e.

Josi e | aughs.

JOSI E
I know. It's pathetic.

Al dys stares Josi e down.

JOSI E ( CONT' D)
VWhat ?

ALDYS
Wl l, do you?

JOSI E
Synecdoche uses a part to represent
a whole- as in "head of cattle",
whereas a hyperbole is sinple

exaggeration like "I could eat a
horse. "

ALDYS
Ni ce.

They stop and | ook around.

JOSI E
How I ong will they watch us for?

ALDYS
Until GQuy tells themto go. Once
t hey watched nme for |ike two hours.

I found ny car the next day in the
T.J. Maxx parking |ot.

JOSI E
Way do they listen to CQuy?

ALDYS:
(duh)
Because he's CQuy Perkins.
( MORE)
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ALDYS: (CONT' D)
(then)
Li sten, you want to walk to Na-Na's
and get sonething to eat?

JOSI E
Yeah. Let's do that.

They start to wal k out of the parking lot. Josie is visibly
thrilled - having finally found a friend.

INT. NA-NA'S - LATER

Josie and Al dys share a huge plate of chili fries.
ALDYS
Yeah - isn't it amazing that those

guys are our sanme age? | mean, they
just seem so much younger, you know.

JOSI E
Oh | know.

A WAI TER del i vers two huge chocol at e shakes.

ALDYS
I"mgoing to be so happy to get to
college. | hear at Northwestern they

don't make fun of you for know ng
the el enent table.

JOSI E
Hey--1 went to Northwestern!
(a beat)
Once. To use the bat hroom

OUT THE WNDOW Josie sees her Buick with Rob at the wheel
stopped at a red light. Detailed on to the side in big white
script is: "THE TIK POST".

Josie's eyes widen. The Iight changes. Rob pulls away.

JOSI E (CONT' D)
(So angry)
Ch. M. God.
(a beat)
You' |l really like Northwestern.
They both slurp down their shakes.
JOSI E (CONT' D)

So what are your hopes, your dreans,
what do you want to be?



ALDYS
Pr of essor of nedieval |iterature.
Novel i st. Weekend fl auti st.

Al dys takes anot her slurp of her shake. WE HEAR a nuffl ed
cell phone RI NG NG

ALDYS ( CONT' D)
I think your knapsack is ringing.

Josi e takes the cell phone out of her knapsack and answers
it.

JOSI E
Hel | 0?

VEE | NTERCUT W TH:
INT. GQUS'S OFFI CE - SAME
@Qus speaks into his phone, knitting frantically.

aUs
Geller, I got your message. Wat the
hel | kind of story are you pitching?!

Josie smles ankwardly at Al dys, covering the phone.

JOSI E
It's nmy dad. He worries.
(i nto phone)
H, Dad. | mss you too.

GUS
You' re a sick puppy, Celler.

Josie indicates to Aldys she'll be right back and wal ks to
t he back of the restaurant by the pay phones.

JOSI E
(into the phone)
It's an expose on cafeteria food.

aUs
And you're leading with the terrible
truth about col e sl aw?!

JCOSI E
Well, the bulk of it will be about
t he pimento | oaf--

aUs
Geller...you wanna be a reporter?
Take a | ook at what sells!

( MORE)

36.
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GUS ( CONT' D)
Sex scandal s. Bribery. People junping
of f buildings. So unless a kid just
killed hinmself because he was being
paid to have sex with the school
mascot in a big vat of this cole
sl aw, you got not hi ng!

@us sl ans down his phone.

JOSI E
(into a dead phone)
You didn't taste the pinento |oaf.

She | ooks back to the table where Aldys is dividing the check.
EXT. TRACK - H GH SCHOOL - DUSK

In the mddle of the track is Josie's car. The MARCH NG BAND
clumsily practices their formations around it. Josie and
Al dys arrive at the car and Al dys pops the hood.

ALDYS
They | ove to disconnect the battery,
t 0o.

She | ooks under the hood, reconnects the battery. Slanms the
hood down.

ALDYS ( CONT' D)
Just so you know, | think they
recall ed these cars in 1974.

JOSI E
Thanks.

ALDYS
Sure. No probl em

Al dys heads to the lot for her car, and then turns around.

ALDYS ( CONT' D)
Hey, Josie, how are you at Cal cul us?

JOSI E
Pretty good.

ALDYS
How woul d you like to join The
Denomi nators? The Math Team coul d
really use a new brain. W |ost our
best |ogarithmguy |ast year.

JOSI E
Col | ege?
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ALDYS

NASA.

(beat)
Pl us we have these really fun pizza
study groups, and we go to-these al
county neets. And, | mean, not that
you need it, and wi thout soundi ng
too much like the Godfather, | think
we could offer you a certain anmount
of protection”, if you know what |
mean. We all kind of stick together
and watch out for each other.

Josie smles.

MJUSI C UP: SCHOOL HOUSE ROCK' S "Magi ¢ Three"
AS VVE BEG N MONTAGE:

I NT. H GH SCHOOL HALLWAY - DAY

Josi e and Denomi nators wal k down the hallway in unison, past
@Quy's Group, open their lockers in order a |a "RESERVO R
DOGS", take out paper, pencils, calcul ators.

INT. - H GH SCHOOL HALLWAY - DAY

Josie and Al dys, both wearing big orange Denom nat or
sweatshirts, are behind a table manning a bake sale.

A banner behind them says: n = 3.14578697786978 Pie = $.75
No one is stopping to buy anything. Josie points to the
left, Aldys |ooks, and Josie stuffs a whole brownie in her
nout h. They | augh uncontrol |l ably as Josie starts to choke
and cough up nost of the brownie.

W PAN DOMWN a row of nervous | ooki ng Denom nator faces as
they watch Josie, sitting head to head against a DIA@ T, an
opposi ng Math-a-lon competitor. They both work furiously on
a problem A judge sits between them A makeshift scoreboard
hangi ng off the desk shows the score is tied.

Josi e bangs the bell on the desk and hands the judge her
card. He looks it over, and gives her teamfive points.

They wi n.

The Denomi nators erupt into cheers. They're junping all over
Josie, going crazy. As we go wider we see the gymis entirely
enpty, except for a handful of Denom nators going crazy on
one side, and a janitor sweeping up on the other.
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I NT. MALL BOOK STORE - DAY

Smiling at each other, Josie and Al dys clutch books excitedly
and stand in line. WE WDEN to reveal they're in line with
NERDY ADULTS al so clutching their books. At the head of the
line is a blowup poster for The New El enments O G anmar. An
OLD MAN signs books for his fans.

INT. JOSIE' S APARTMENT - NI GHT

It's late. Josie is typing on her |aptop, referencing notes
from her notebook. School books and honework are spread around
her .

END MONTAGE.
I NT. CLASSROOM - DAY

Samis perched on the desk. The usual players in their usua
seats. Aldys is standing and readi ng from her book.

ALDYS:
(readi ng)
"All the world's a stage and all the
men and wormen nerely players.”

SAM
Anyone have any idea what Shakespeare
meant by that?

No one answers.

SAM ( CONT' D)
Anyone? Sera ... Megan ... exchange
student who doesn't speak English?

W CU on the students, ending on an Asian boy who sniles
wildly at Sam and waves. Sam sm |l es, and waves back.

SAM ( CONT' D)
It's about disguise, playing a part.
It's the theme of "As You Like It."
Can anyone tell nme where we see that?

ALDYS
Wl |, Rosalind disguises herself as
a man and escapes into the forest.

SAM
Right. And it's when she's in costune
that she can finally express her
love for Olando. See, Shakespeare's
maki ng the point here that when we're
di sgui sed, we feel freer

( MORE)



SAM ( CONT' D)
W can do things we wouldn't do in
ordinary life.

CU on Josie's face. She's clearly unconfortable.
up to a huge football player, BRETT.

SAM ( CONT' D)
Brett when you go out on the football
field in your uniform what happens?

BRETT
We win?

SAM
You hit people. You yell. You touch
ot her guys' butts.

The class giggles. Brett |ooks horrified.

SAM ( CONT' D)

But it's okay, because you're in
uni form Disguise changes the rules

(beat)
| had these Spiderman pyjanas.
t hought when | wore them that | had
super powers. One night | tried to
wal k up the side of the garage.

SERA
Did you nake it?

SAM
To the Emergency Room Yeah.

Josie smles at this, alittle smtten.

SAM ( CONT' D)
Josie, why don't you read from Act
5, Scene 2, Rosalind s speech--Josie
stands up, starts reading--

JOSI E
"No sooner had they nmet but they
| ooked; no sooner | ooked but they
| oved; no sooner |oved but they
sighed..."

JOSIE'S VO CE BEG NS TO FADE AWAY-
| NT. CLASSROOM - DAY ( FLASHEACK)

ANGLE BACK to Josie, now seventeen and nortified,
standing in class and readi ng a poem

40.

Sam wal ks

nervously
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Billy Prince sits to the side--she glances at himthroughout
the poem it's clearly about him

JOSI E
Does he notice me? Does he hear ny
heart screami ng his nane-- sonetines
it's so loud I think the Gods can
hear ny pain. Hs voice is so
nmel lifluous, oh to get just one snall
ki ss.

The CLASS | aughs at her except for Billy, who smles at her,
| ooking slightly touched.

I NT. H GH SCHOCL LI BRARY - DAY ( FLASHBACK)

Sevent een-year-ol d Josie is surrounded by an el aborate, color-
coded i ndex card system for her research paper.

Her friend, SHEILA, over-weight and pinply, comes running
across the library at breakneck speed. She sits down next to
Josie, visibly excited and pushes her index cards aside.

SHEI LA
O K., what have you wanted for |ike
ever but you didn't think it would -
ever happen?

Josie |l ooks at her for a moment, mulling it over.

JOSI E
That they'd start an A ynpic team
for granmar - |ike diagramm ng
sentences and verb decl ensi ons and
stuff. And |I'm scouted for the team
just as an alternate, of course-
because |I'm so young. But then there's
talk of me in the '96 games-

SHEI LA.
No-, better. Something better.

Josie smles.

JOSI E
I"mthe nost popular girl in school,
and Billy Prince is taking ne to
prom

Josie laughs at the absurdity. She | ooks at Sheila. Sheila
i s dead serious.

SHEI LA
Yes.
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JOSI E
What ?
SHEI LA
Billy Prince is asking you to prom
JOSI E
Wy ?
SHEI LA

| don't know.

JOSI E
(beat)
The poeml | knew he |iked the poem
(all sinking in)
Billy Prince is asking me to the
prom

SHEI LA
That's what |'m sayi ng.

The two girls |l ook at each other. Big smles erupt into
screans, as they junp up and down, huggi ng each ot her.

SFX - The BELL RI NGS.
I NT. SAM S CLASSROOM ( PRESENT)

SAMVE
It's the end of class. Students pack
t heir bags.
SAM
(calling out)
O K - just a rem nder. Your paper

is due in one week.
| NT. H GH SCHOOL HALLWAY - SAME

Al dys and Josi e head out of class and down the hal |l way towards
their |lockers. Josie stops in front of hers where the Makeout
Coupl e continues their clinch, blocking her |ocker. Josie
pauses frustrated as Sydney's Voi ce cones over the

| oudspeaker.

SYDNEY (O S.)
Hey guys! Bad news--Chemw ng is
cl osed. The Hazardous Materials Crew
is on the way. Now, about prom

The entire hallway STOPS to |listen. The nake-out Couple stop
maki ng out.
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SYDNEY (O S.) (CONT' D)
Pl ease join a comittee--because we
are going to KICK NORTHGLEN S BUTT
and make m |l enniumthe best prom
EVER

The hal lway erupts in CHEERS. Josie nmakes a nove to go for
her | ocker. The Make-out Couple are faster. They're back in
their clinch, blocking Josie again.

CU ON @QUY

wal king with his group.

eV

Rufus! Promis gonna be Rufus.
KRI STEN

Ruf us?
eV

Yeah. | made it up. Start using it.

ANGLE BACK ON JOSI E AND ALDYS.

JOSI E
What is with this school and pronf

ALDYS
Sout hgl en Sout h conpetes every year
for best prom and usually they w n.
We Denom nators don't even go to
prom -But to everyone else it's
huge.

JOSI E
Al dys, don't mss your prom-it only
happens once.

ALDYS
Thi s one has been so hyped. W're
tied for nost wins with Northglen
North. This year's winner wl|
determ ne the wi nner of the century.

The thene is everything. So whatever Southglen picks has to
be totally unique--

I NT. NORTHGLEN NORTH HI GH SCHOCOL - DAY

KI DS al

stare at a | oudspeaker.

KIDS VOCE: (QOS.)
And this year's promthenme is--the
m || enni um
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The Northglen kids go crazy.
| NT. SOUTHGLEN HI GH SCHOOL HALLWAY - SAME

Josi e reaches for her knapsack, and realizes she left it in
Engl i sh.

JOSI E
I left my bag in English. 1'Il see
you | ater.

Josi e dashes down the hallway.
| NT. CLASSROOM - SAME
Sam still sits at his desk. He reads a book. Josie enters.

SAM
Whoa. Deja Vu.

JOSI E
Sorry. Forgetful.

Josi e picks up her book bag. She notices the book Sam s
readi ng- -

JOSI E (CONT' D)
(excited)
Dor ot hy Par ker - -

SAM
You li ke her?

JOSI E
I love the way she wites.

SAM
Not the happi est of souls.
(readi ng out of book)
“"Art is a formof catharsis, and
| ove is a permanent flop."

JOSI E
But | think she wanted to be happy,
that's why she wote. | nean, she
was still witing about |ove, right?
SAM
True. | guess she hadn't conpletely
gi ven up hope.

(then)
Are you sure you're seventeen?

JOSI E
Sure, why?
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SAM
Because sevent een-year-ol ds do not
like witers fromthe '30"s. They
don't even like people in their 30's.

JOSI E
Vell, I"'mdefinitely seventeen and
(of f cl ock)

now definitely late--
And she smiles and runs out.
| NT. ALDYS' CAR - N GHT

Al dys drives, Josie has shotgun and TYKE, Al dys' nine-year-
old sister, is in back. They all hold doubl e-scooped cones
and they all sing FREE TO BE YOU AND ME at full voice.

TYKE
See, aren't you guys glad you took a
break fromthat Denom nator stuff.
| mean, you shouldn't be spending
your Saturday night studying the
whol e tine.

ALDYS
We shoul d be spending it thinking of
how we can better serve your baby-
sitting needs?

They pull up at a red light, next to an abandoned drive-in.
Josie peers in, and sees a BIG GROUP OF KIDS, standing around
a bonfire drinking beers, talking, a few naking out. She
opens her wi ndow, sticks her head out, and tries to get a
better | ook.

JOSI E
What's that?

ALDYS
That's the old drive-in. They cal
it "The Court”. Nowit's just a
conti nuous party for Guy's group.

ANGLE ON: G bby and Kristen tal king by a car

ALDYS ( CONT' D)
Sonetimes | wonder what they talk
about .

JOSI E
Yeah, | know.
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ALDYS
I mean, what if they just stupid to
hide the fact that they're actually
brai niacs with super powers and
they're plotting to take over the
world and make ny life hell until |
di e?

ANGLE ON: THE COOL G RLS.

G BBY
No. It's lather, rinse, repeat.

ANGLE BACK ON: ALDYS AND JOSI E
Suddenly, QGuy pokes his head in, startling everyone.

eV
Ww, if it isn't Alpo. Coming out to
sniff some hydrants?

Josie is frozen, but not Al dys.

ALDYS
Ch, Quy, you on a little break from
havi ng an origi nal thought? Qoops, |
forgot, that's all the tine.

Tyke gets it, and | aughs. Guy doesn't get it at all.

eV
You guys aren't seriously trying to
hang out at The Court?

ALDYS
Qooh, cheap wine coolers and a fire
in a trashcan. Wiere do | sign up?

cV)
And stay away from prom
ALDYS
Last | checked--this was still a
free country.
TYKE
(si ngi ng)

There's a land that | see, where the
children are free-

Quy's right in Aldys' face, |eaning over Josie. Aldys starts
to drive away. GQuy keeps his head in the wi ndow while he
runs al ongsi de the car.



47.

eV
Look, geek, why don't you just go
honme and play with your cal cul ator.
Figure out how many lifetimes it
will take you to get cool.

@uy stops running, and the car continues down the street.
I NT. CAR — CONTI NUOUS

Al dys seens a little shaken, Tyke continues singing.

JOSI E
Have you ever wanted to go to The
Court ?

ALDYS

Are you kidding, Josie? It's |ane.
Al'l they do is stand around and get
drunk. I1t's |ane.

JOSI E
It is?

ALDYS
Yes, it's |ane.

JOSI E
Yeah, it sounds |ane. Wiy woul d we
want to go there, and stand around?

ALDYS
Exactly.

INT. GUS' S OFFI CE - DAY

CLCSE ON a newspaper headline: "THE COURT - SITE FOR PARTI ES,
DRUGS AND WEEKEND ARRESTS' - as Gus throws the newspaper
down on his desk.

Josie sits across the desk fromhim She reads the headli ne,
| ooki ng very surprised.

aUs
Josie, | am appall ed.

Josi e picks up the paper, and starts reading intently.

JOSI E
Jeez, so aml. | had no idea that
these kids- let's see- turn to Al4-
She tries to turn to Al4, but Cus
grabs the paper out of her hands in
a rage.
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aUs
(trying to keep his
cool )
No, | am appalled that | have a
reporter in there, undercover, for
al most three weeks now | had to
read about this in the Tribune.

JOSI E
Ch. Right.

Qus angrily tries to fold the paper back '"up. He's having a
hard time. Josie tries to help, but he yanks it away.

@us reads al oud fromthe newspaper.

aUs
Respondi ng officers found m nors,
marij uana, and cheap wi ne cool ers
when they responded to a call to
break up a party at what Sout hgl en
Hi gh School ers have cone to cal
"The Court." Seventeen-year-old
Kristen Rey says, "Yeah, everyone
who's anyone is at The Court on
Sat urday night."

JOSI E
(di sbel i evi ng)
Kristen got a quote?

@us | ooks up at Josie.

JOSI E (CONT' D)
Yes, urm she's right. | have |earned
it is a very popular place for the
young people to go.

aUs
Have you been there?

JOSI E

Uhh, no.
aUs

Have you been to any parties?
JOSI E

Wl |, how woul d you define to

parties"? Because we ordered a del
platter at this one Denom nator dril
session--Qus | ooks |ike he may
conbust. He opens the newspaper,
finds what he's | ooking for, and
shoves it in Josie's face.
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It is a picture of all of the popul ar kids at Sout hgl en-
Kristen, Kirsten, G bby, Guy- they are all posing for the
picture at The Court, smling and hol di ng beers.

aUs
This is where the stories are. You
are going to become friends with
t hese people. You are going to party
with them You are going to hang out
with them on weekends. Wen they go
to prom you are going to be in their
same damm | i no!

JOSI E
@Qus |, the popular kids and I, we
just don't- | nean, | don't think I

can do this.
He points to the picture in the paper of the Popul ar Kids.

aUs
Do you even know t hese kids?

JOSI E

(trying)
They hid ny car--

@us leans in very close.

aUs
Get to know them Very well. Your
job and ny job depends on it.

JOSI E
(very small)
Depend on it. No s. Your subject is
pl ural .

Qs
QJT!

Josi e grabs her knapsack and does.
I NT. ANITA'S CUBI CLE - CONTI NUQUS

Josie runs through the bull pen, past Anita's cubicle. ROGER
fromop/ed enters. He and Anita smle flirtatiously.

ANI TA
H Roger from op/ed--

ROGER
H Anita fromclassifieds. W stil
on for tonight?
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ANI TA
O course--

And he leans in and kisses her. She pulls away, confused.
A beat. Anita kisses himagain. Nothing.

ANl TA ( CONT' D)
(can't believe she's

saying it--)
Y' know what? No, | don't think we
are on. | think I have to stay hone.

(I'iking how it sounds)
Yeah. |'m staying hone! | don't know
what |I'Il do there, but |I'm gonna do
it. Al one!

Roger wal ks of f.
ROGER

(under)

Freak.

EXT. JOSIE' S PARENTS HOUSE - NI GHT
Rob opens the door still dressed in his Tiki Post outfit.

He takes one | ook at Josie and knows that things are not
good.

JOSI E
Are mom and dad here?

ROB
No. They're at the Franklin Hint
Expo at the Skokie Holiday Inn.

JOSI E
Good.

She shoves her way into the house. Rob follows.
I NT. DEN - CONTI NUOUS
Josie storns into the den, and plants herself on the sofa.

She sees that Rob has been watching baseball on T.V., and
she turns it off.

JOSI E
| can't do it. | thought | could.
| can't. | give up--1'"mnever going
to be a reporter.
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Rob sits next to her on the couch. He | ooks up at the T.V.-
which is now of f.

ROB
Did you catch the score?

Josie gives hima | ook of death.

ROB ( CONT' D)
No, | nean, no big whoop.

JOSI E
| can't do this.

She pulls the article out of her purse, and shoves it at
Rob. He sees the picture of all the popular kids at The Court.

ROB
These girls are high school ers?
Dam, we've got some underage hotties
on our hands, here!

JOSI E
Qus insists that | becone friends
with these kids. The popul ar ki ds.
t's inpossible.
ROB
Way is that inpossible?

Josie's eyes get teary.

JOSI E
Rob, you don't know how it was for
me back in high school. No one ever
threw jui ce boxes at you in the
hal  way. You never dreamed about
bei ng popul ar- you already were. All
| wanted was to be accepted, and
they just fucking tortured nme. |
can't do all that again. | can't go
back to Sout hgl en Sout h.

ROB
OCh nmy God! You're at Sout hgl en Sout h?
They have a killer baseball team

JOSI E
Rob. Pl ease focus.

He puts his arm around her.



ROB
Jos, you've been to college, you're
successful, you wash your hair now -
you're not Josie G ossie anynore.

JOSI E
Don't you realize how nuch | wanted
to be you in high school ? Just for
one mnute to feel what it was |ike
to be popul ar?

ROB
Cone on! It's not that hard. Al you
need i s one person. Once the right
person thinks you're cool, you're
in. Everyone else will be too scared
to question it.

JOSI E
Is that true?

ROB
Little known fact.

Josie takes this in.

ROB ( CONT' D)
Look, don't you wanna show t hem -
GQus, Billy Prince, yourself--that
you're not freaked out by the cool
ki ds anynore? That you can go in
there, be friends with them and get
your story?

JOSI E
Yes, desperately.

ROB
Plus, if you quit you're no better
t han ne.

JOSI E
Better than I...

ROB
That's the spirit!

EXT. H GH SCHOOL PARKI NG LOT - NEXT MORN NG

Josi e approaches the school .
at style- she's teetering on too-high platformshoes and
showi ng a bl ending white mdriff.

to her.
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She's clearly made a new attenpt

No one pays nuch attention
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GEORGE, thirty-something African-Amrerican, the epitone of
cool, waves Josie over to an open van side door. Josie |ooks
confused and scurries to the van.

JOSI E
(sotto)
George! What are you doing here?

GEORGE
Just get in the van, Josie.

I NT. GEORGE'S VAN - MOMENTS LATER

Hi gh-tech surveill ance wonderl and neets seventies |iving
room Tape players and nonitors share space with shag
carpeting and a mni-fridge. Barry Wite PLAYS on a TAPE.

George starts to wap wire around Josie's waist. He pins a
kid's plastic "captain's wings" onto her collar.

JOSI E
What is this?
GEORGE
Hi dden caner a.
JOSI E
W ngs?
GEORGE
W used it for our expose on
overwei ght flight attendants--"Is

That Why They Never G ve You a Second
Bag of Nuts?"

JOSI E
I"mnot doing this until | speak
with Cus.

AJs (O S.)

(t hrough speaker)
Geller, stop being a pain in the
ass.

Josi e | ooks all around.

JCSI E
@Qus?

AQJs (O S.)
No, it's the G eat and Powerful Oz.
Now | isten--you're in over your head.
This is howit's gonna work. | review
the tapes, | find your story.
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JOSI E
What if | say no?

AQJs (O S.)
| bet Good Housekeepi ng woul d go
gaga over the cole slaw piece.

Of Josie's | ook of concern...
EXT. SCHOOL - M NUTES LATER

A crush of kids flood up the stairs to the front door of the
school. W see Kirsten, Kristen and G bby wal ki ng three
abreast ahead of Josie up the stairs. The Crowd parts around
them Josie heads towards them

JOSI E
Hey! Kirsten, Kristen, G bby--Wat's
up girlfriends?

The three girls pause and turn just as Josie, caught up in
t he noment, doesn't see a stray backpack on the stairs in
front of her. Josie trips and--

JOsSI E- CAM POV:

The CAMERA FACE- PLANTS into the pavenent.
I NT. GEORGE'S VAN - SAME

George watches the nonitor, w nces.
JOsSI E- CAM POV:

The CAMERA still faces the pavenent.

JOSIE (OS.)
(smal l)
' M OKAY.

I NT. COULSOM S CLASSROOM - LATER
Josie is standing, reading fromher paper. Samis rapt.

JOSI E
And so it is Rosalind, in disguise,
who is best able to see through the
di sgui ses of others. To say to Phebe,
"M stress, knowthy self,"” to | ook
at love fromevery angle, and to
realize, finally, that she is in
love with Ol ando- -

The BELL RINGS. Class is over. Josie puts her stuff away and
starts to follow the Cool Grls out.
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JOSI E (CONT' D)
Hey guys, wait up--

The G rls keep noving. Sam stops Josie.

SAM
Hey, Josie, hold on.
(then)
You' ve been hiding sonething from
ne.
JOSI E

OCh | don't think so.

SAM
Your witing. It's amazing, Josie.
You're really talented. And far |ess
depressi ng than Dorothy Parker.

JOSI E
Thank you.

SAM
So what are you thinking for college?

JOSI E
Col I ege. Haven't really thought about
it.

SAM
That's crazy. |'Il get you sone
appl i cati ons.

JOSI E
Ch no no no no no. See, ny famly,
we don't go to coll ege.
(beat)
W just go right into sheep herding.

SAM
Josie you owe it to yourself to go.
For your writing. You're a natural.

JOSI E
Thanks. Wow. That's--really nice to
hear .

SAM
Josie, you're different. Wen you
speak in class, | can tell--You

actually feel the words--
(touchi ng heart)
in here. They're alive.
( MORE)



SAM ( CONT' D)
Li ke- Eurdora Welty tal ked about the
word it moon"? How for her it was
i ke a Concord grape. "That G andpa
took off his vine and gave to nme to
suck out of its skin--"

SAM JCSI E
It --and swal | ow whol e. "

They both take a breath in. Look away from each ot her.
I NT. GEORGE'S VAN — SAME
George watches the nonitor.

GEORGE
Uh oh.

INT. GUS'S OFFI CE - AFTERNOON

Anita sits on Gus's desk, watches the | ast scene on Gus's

TV, engrossed. Gus wal ks in and stops the tape.

GJUs
Showti nme's over! Muwve-it! Back to
wor k!

Anita clinbs off his desk.

ANl TA

@us, have you ever been in | ove?
GUS

Leave.
ANl TA

Oh give it up, GQus. |I'mjust naking
conversation

GUS
Love. Who knows what that is? Now
circul ati on, deadlines, those |
under st and.

ANl TA
You shoul d go out every now and t hen,
GQus; with some newties the girls
woul d be all over you.

GQus stares down at his tie. But he's smling--a little.

aUs
Go away. | have enough work here to
last ne all night.

56.
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ANl TA
Listen, | don't have any plans--you
want sone hel p?

aUs
No Roger from op/ed?

ANI TA
Nope.

They share a smle.
I NT. H GH SCHOOL HALLWAY — DAY

Josie wal ks toward her | ocker, the Make out Couple is at it
again. Josie's fed up. She taps the Boy on his shoul der.

JOSI E
Excuse me. Hi. Do you guys have sone
ki nd of schedule I could work around?
He ignores Josie and goes back to his Grlfriend.

Al dys, in her Denom nator sweatshirt decorated with pins,
appr oaches Josi e.

ALDYS

Hey, where's your sweatshirt?
JOSI E

— uhh, must have forgotten-
ALDYS

No biggie. | have an extra in ny

locker. I'"Il get it for you.

She starts to | eave.

ALDYS ( CONT' D)
Oh — 1 alnost forgot — I'11 see you
tonight at Big Cup. 7:30, right?

Josi e | ooks confused.

ALDYS ( CONT' D)
Rermenber, that poet that we |iked —
the reading he's doing at Big Cup? |
got us tickets.

JOSI E
Ri ght. 7:30.

ALDYS
I'mlate for |ab.
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Al dys takes off. Josie |ooks down the hall, where Quy, Kristen
and the others are all looking at a flyer pasted to the wall.

eV
That is gonna be such a sweet show.
| am so there.

@iy | ooks at Tommy and Jason, who f follow his |ead.

TOMWY
Oh, yeah, man, ['Il| drive.

JASON
It's gonna be Rufalicious.

eV
(beat)
You're using it wong.

They head off, en nasse. Josie goes and | ooks at the flyer:
"JI MW CLI FF TONI GHT AT DELLOSER HALL". Josie sniles.
EXT. CLUB/ DELLOSER HALL - NI GHT

Mar quee reads "Jinmy diff." A crowd has gathered by the
door. Josie gets out of cab, and wal ks towards the cl ub.

I NT. CLUB/ DELLOSER HALL - NI GHT

Josie enters the small, snoky club. She wears what she
considers to be her "hip concert outfit,” an outfit that
conpletely clashes with the Rasta wear of the other concert
goers. -She reaches the BOUNCER

BOUNCER
You Drinki ng?

Josie notices the two Stoners from school standi ng behind
her in |ine.

JOSI E
I amnot 21. | amonly seventeen and
| still attend high school.

The bouncer stanps her hand. She | ooks down at her hand.
VWE CU ON her hand, reading DELLOSER
She enters as the two Stoners approach the Bouncer.

BOUNCER
Two of you?

A beat as the Stoners | ook at each other, realizing...
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STONER 1
(to Stoner 2)
Ch, Dude- -
And they run out of the club.
| NT. CLUB/ DELLOSER HALL - SAME
JIMW CLIFF is playing. The crowd sits at tables, grooving.

Josi e approaches the bar. A guy turns around--it's Sam

SAM
Josi e--out on a school night.

A wonman, LARA, energes fromthe crowd. And puts her arm around
SAM An awkwar d beat .

LARA
Hi .

JOSI E
Hi .

SAM

Oh, right, sorry. Lara--Josie.
Josi e- - Lara.

(to Lara)
Josie's a student of m ne.
(to Josie)
Lara's mny-date.

LARA
Nice to neet you

Anot her awkwar d pause.

LARA ( CONT' D)
non, let's go dance.

C non, c

The crowd roars over Cliff's next song as Lara drags Sam of f
into the cromd. Sam | ooks back briefly at Josie as we | ose
himinto the crowd.

ANGLE ON JCSI E

She sees Quy's group sitting at a table and approaches an
enpty seat. They i mmedi ately scoot around so that the seat
is taken. Undeterred, Josie sees a seat at the next table
and sits down in it. She looks up to see that she is at a
tabl e of huge RASTAFARI ANS. They all wear big Rasta hats and
even bigger hair and are snoking a joint the size of Cuba.
She sm | es awkwardly.



60.

JOSI E
H. Is it okay if | sit here?

RASTA #1
Oh, ya non. W accept all peoples.
W are all about da' | ove.

Josie and the Rasta's start to groove to the nusic. Josie
| ooks over at Quy's table, sees they are toking off a snall
joint and passing it around.

I NT. CGEORGE'S VAN - CONTI NUGCS

George and his DATE, a Pam Gier |ook-alike, sit close on
t he couch, grooving to the CONCERT PLAYI NG on the nonitor
and through the various speakers. CU on the nonitor.

JOSI E- CAM POV:

The joint the size of Cuba is passed | NTO FRAME. Josie's
hand takes it. Catching sight of this, George and his Date
exchange concerned | ooks.

SMASH CUT TO
I NT. CLUB/ DELLOSER HALL - LATER

Josie is high beyond belief, wearing a big Rasta hat and
| oudly laughing her ass off as the Rastas just stare. She
can hardly keep herself in her chair.

JOSI E
CGet it?! Get it?! He was a
firecracker!

She lifts up Rasta 1's dreadl ocks to get his ear.

JOSI E ( CONT' D)

(yel l'ing)
A FI RECRACKER

And she cracks up again.
RASTA #1
(to Rasta #2)
I don't |ove her.

Rast as share | ooks ill around. Then Josie hears the first
strains of "The Harder They Cone"--

JOSI E
Oh nmy God! This nusic rul es!

And Josi e proceeds to get up and take over the place--she's
dancing on the table, getting up with the band and pl ayi ng
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t he bongos, all with absolutely no rhythmor style. But with
a lot of whooping. The club is agog.

ANGLE ON: Lara and Sam They bot h | ook aghast.

LARA
She's a student of yours?

SAM
(i n explanation)
She's fromBali.

And as Josie continues to dance on stage, naking a total
fool of herself, Jimy diff turns to CAVERA

JI MW
Fr eak.

INT. JOSIE' S APARTMENT - LATER

Josie is on the phone, and is in the process of finishing an
entire pie.

JOSI E
I"'mtelling you, Rob! I think I did
it! I'mtotally in! I was soo cool

toni ght! You'd be so--
(staring at fork)
You know what's a weird word? Fork
(then)
Wait! Wait! Did | tell you about ny
new friends? | nmade friends with a
whol e tabl e of Rastafarians!
Not one, a whol e tabl e!
(noting enpty pie
pl ate, suddenly
seri ous)
OCh. My. God. Soneone ate my entire
pi e.

DI SSOLVE TGO
INT. JOSIE' S APARTMENT - NEXT MORNI NG

Josie is asleep where we |left her, her head on her hand,
enpty pie plate nearby.

She wakes, picks her head up. Looks down at her hand, the
DELLOSER stanp is faint. CLOSE UP ON her forehead. There in
bl ock letters backwards is "LOSER'.

She | ooks up at the clock, which reads: 8:30. She's |ate.

Very late. She grabs her book bag and her keys, and races
out .
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I NT. H GH SCHOOL HALLWAY - MORNI NG

Josie strides confidently down the hallway, LOSER prom nently
on her forehead. She sees Guy and his G oup.

JOSI E
H Guy. GQuys. Quy's Quys.

They stare, then snicker.

e 8)
H | oser.

The group laughs and joins in, saying "Hey Loser." Josie's
face regi sters confusion.

JOSI E- CAM POV:

W nove slowy down the packed hal I way, the CAMERA shifting
nervously am dst a sea of |aughing kids. The LAUGHTER starts
to ECHO

Josie starts to wal k quickly, then run, through the gauntl et
of ' laughing and pointing kids.

I NT. CGEORGE' S VAN - CONTI NUQUS

WE HEAR THE LAUGHI NG the JOSIE CAM JERKS frantically from
KID to KID.

GEORGE
This can not be good- -

I NT. H GH SCHOOL HALLWAY - CONTI NUOUS

JOSIE CAM P. O V. WE HEAR Josi e BREATH NG HEAVILY as she runs
past KIDS who all stare or LAUGH She nakes it to the Grls
Room pushes open the door.

I NT. G RLS' BATHROOM - CONTI NUQUS
Josie goes to the sink, splashes water on her face.
I NT. GEORGE'S VAN CONTI NUCS

George watches the nonitor, HANDS splash water. A HAND grabs
a paper towel. Ceorge can now see Josie reflected in the
bathroom mrror. He sees the "LOSER' stanp on her forehead.

GEORGE
Ch man. Look up, girl. C non, Look

up- -
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INT. G RLS BATHROOM - CONTI NUOUS
Josie wipes her mouth. Throws the towel away. Goes to exit--
I NT. GEORGE'S VAN - CONTI NUQUS
George i s now apopl ecti c.

GEORCE
LOOK I N THE M RRCR!

I NT. BATHROOM - CONTI NUOUS

Josi e pauses, goes back to the mrror. She | ooks up. Sees
the stanp. Her hand goes to her nmouth in horror. She runs
into a stall.

JOSIE CAM P.O V.: WE FACE the toilet.

I NT. GEORGE'S VAN - CONTI NUQUS

George | ooks at the nmonitor in amazenent.
INT. QUS'S OFFI CE - DAY

A Goup is watching Gus's TV, including Burns (the hair plug
man) AND HOWARD (arm casts). They are sl ack-jawed in shock
WE HEAR O S. the SOUNDS of Josie VOM TING Gus shakes his
head sadly.

GJUs
It's like the All-Hum |iation Network.

They all nod in agreenent.
INT. G RLS' BATHROOM - M NUTES LATER
Josie is in the fetal position on the floor of a stall.
I NT. DEN - NI GHT ( FLASHBACK)
The den of Josie's parents' home. Josie is decked out.
She's wearing a pretty hideous netallic pink dress, matching
gl oves, bag, shoes. She's shining her braces, using the
T.V. screen as a mirror. The PHONE RINGS. Josie grabs it.
JOSI E
(i nto phone)
Hey, Billy. I'"'mready. Sure, | can
just wait for you on the front porch.
See you in a -uhh- jiffer.

She hangs up. Sixteen year old Rob, very cute and buff,
enters. His pretty GRLFRIEND is on his arm
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d RLFRI END
(rmout hing to Rob)
Jiffer?

Rob just shrugs.
EXT. JOSIE' S FRONT PORCH NI GHT ( FLASHBACK)

Josie, in all her promsplendor, waits out on the front porch
for her date.

She sees a LONG BLACK LIMO turn the corner, headed for the
house. She's hopping up and down wi th excitenent. She checks
her reflection in her conpact, and then watches the Iinp
appr oach.

The sunroof of the Iinb opens and Billy Prince, the Adonis
of the suburbs, stands up, sticking out of the sunroof. He
waves. Josie snmiles and waves back.

Then, another figure joins Billy's. It's a GORGEOUS BLONDE
in a slinky dress. She's standing up, sticking out of the
sunroof as well. Josie |ooks a bit confused, but still tries
to smle. Then, she sees them holding things. LITTLE TH NGS
LI TTLE WHI TE THI NGS.

Before Josie realizes what's going on, her netallic ensenble
is covered in dripping, oozing eggs. One whacks her right in
her trifocals.

BI LLY
(shouti ng)
Hey, wite a poem about this!

Billy and his date lob a few nore eggs, and their lino roars
of f. Josie stands on the porch, alone. She's got egg in her
hair, on her face, all over her dress- everywhere.

She starts to cry. Softly at first, nmoving into big, |oud,
wet sobs. She sits down on the porch, her head in her hands,
and just keeps crying.

DI SSOLVE BACK TO
I NT. H GH SCHOOL HALLWAY - (PRESENT) - DAY
Hormer oom has just gotten out, and the halls are packed with
kids. Josie is running full speed, trying to negotiate around
lots of kids, in her frantic-race for the door.
Kids still point and stare.
She bangs into sonme freshmen, gets whacked by a book bag,

slides sonme banners that kids are painting - but she won't
sl ow down.
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Just as she's alnost at the doors to the school, the BIG
WOODEN DOOR to the front office opens. Josie can't stop. A
figure emerges, but before Josie can even see who it is, she
slams into it and goes down. She bangs her head on the hard
['inol eum fl oor.

I NT. H GH SCHOCOL HALLWAY - (PRESENT) - DAY

Hormer oom has just gotten out, and the halls are packed with
kids. Josie is running full speed, trying to negotiate around
lots of kids, in her frantic-race for the door.

Kids still point and stare.

She bangs into sone freshmen, gets whacked by a book bag,
slides sonme banners that kids are painting - but she won't
sl ow down.

Just as she's alnost at the doors to the school, the BIG
WOODEN DOOR to the front office opens. Josie can't stop. A
figure emerges, but before Josie can even see who it is, she
slams into it and goes down. She bangs her head on the hard
['inol eum fl oor.

DI SSOLVE TGO
JCSI E- CAM POV:
WE SEE two KI DS | ooki ng down into the carmera.

JASON
Hey- - you okay?

Canera nods "yes" slowy. Tommy and Jason cone into frane.

TOMWY
Ww. You took a pretty big fall.

JASON
Yeah. Like every |oser should. And
t hey nmove out of franme, |aughing.

JOSI E
As every | oser shoul d.

VA CE
Are you O K ? Josie, are you OK ?

Rob cones into frane
| NT. H GH SCHOOL HALLWAY - CONTI NUQUS

Rob i s bent over Josie. She rubs her eyes.
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She | ooks

Rob | eans

Rob whi ps

Rob hel ps

JOSI E
|'ve been in a horrible accident.

coma- i nduced ni ght mar e.

ROB
No. Josie, this is real
up.

JOSI E
OCh nmy CGod! That's worse!

(beat)
What are you doi ng here?!

in and whispers to Josie.

ROB
| just registered.

out his fake I D and shows it to her.

ROB ( CONT' D)
(proudly)
Manuf actured at the Tiki Post.
Josi e up.
JOSI E
Are you crazy?! You can't do this.
ROB
This is it Jos! This is nmy ninth
i nning! The gane isn't over--1 just
t hought it was! | get on the
Sout hgl en baseball team the right
scout sees ne-- I'minto the mnors-

it's ganme timne!

JOSI E
You' re twenty-three years ol d!

ROB
Wth the readi ng conprehension of a
fifteen year old! Plus, |I'm popular...
You want to be popular... | can

recogni ze a cry for help when | see
one.

JOSI E
Hear one.
(then)
Rob, this is so |like you
( MORE)

66.
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JOSI E (CONT' D)
You know, you can't just come in
here and be popular in just one day.

SMASH CUT TO
I NT. CAFETERI A - LATER

Josie energes fromthe cafeteria line with her tray. A LOUD
CHANT cones fromone of the tables.

CROND
ROB, ROB, ROB

She turns to see Rob in the mddle of a hot dog eating contest
with a HUGE WRESTLER. Rob downs his |ast one, raises his
hands in victory. The CROAD goes WLD. Rob sits down at Quy's
t abl e.

JOSI E
Ch nmy god.

ANGLE ON @QUY' S TABLE

eV
Dude, you rock

He high-fives Rob. A pretty girl, TRACY approaches Rob.

TRACY
H. I'mTracy and |I' m si xteen and
I"'ma gymast and | don't have a
boyfriend. ..

ROB
(1 ooks skyward nout hs)
Thank you.
(Then, to Tracy)
I m Rob.

TRACY
Duh.

ANGLE BACK ON JOSI E
Al dys approaches.
ALDYS
Hey — where were you last night? I
was worried.

Josie can't take her eyes off Rob sitting at CQuy's table.

Al dys notices Josie's distraction.
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JOSI E
VWhat ?

ALDYS
Last night. 7:30. Big Cup. | kept
calling you, but I only got your
machine. | don't even know your
parents line and I was really worri ed.

JOSI E
Oh. | forgot.

Aldys is really hurt.

ALDYS
VWl |, maybe you shoul d forget about
sitting with us too.

Josie just stands there all al one.

EXT. TRACK - LATER

Grls P.E. is over. The girls head back to the | ocker room
Josie |lags behind the group, and then wanders over to the
ng?g?g! di anond, where she hears a bunch of hoots and

EXT. BASEBALL DI AMOND - SAME

The teamis practicing. Rob has just hit a hone run with
three men on. EVERYONE CHEERS hi m on as he runs the bases.

As he comes into honme, he is met with congrats, high fives.
Everyone | oves him

Josi e wat ches the whol e scene, seething with jeal ousy.

INT. G RLS LOCKER ROOM - LATER

Josi e, post-shower, is wapped in a towel and carrying her
sweaty gymclothes. A group of G RLS wal k by her, giggling
as they exit. She approaches her |ocker and finds it ajar
and conpletely enpty. She | ooks fromthe enpty | ocker down
to the sweaty clothes in her hand. A realization sweeps over
her face.

I NT. H GH SCHOOL HALLWAY - LATER
Josie shuffles down the hall, still wearing her cheesy green

and yell ow gymclothes. She is clearly beaten. She | ooks
down the hall, stunned.
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It is ridiculous Rob is being followed by a posse, everyone
knows his name. Grls tug on his shirt, guys slap himon the
back or high-five him

JASON
Hey, Rob.
TOMWY
Robster, what's up?
BRETT
The Rob man. My man Rob.
G BBY
Hey, Robbi e.
KRI STEN

Hi there Robbie Rob
Josi e sees @uy approach Rob, and shake his hand.

eV
Hey Robo- how s it goi ng?

ROB
Ni ce pants, man. They are rufus.

@Quy snmiles. Josie |ooks |ike she's going to hurl. She | ooks
down the hall the other way- where a huge banner hangs that
reads:

"1 MPEACH SYDNEY ANAKOWBKI . ELECT ROB STUDENT BODY PRESI DENT.

TRACY
Hey Rob, see you at the carniva
| ater?

STONER 1

It's Robiliciousl!
Josie | ooks on the wall next to her- and sees a |ist:
"FI NAL CAST LI ST FOR HAMLET. HAMLET . . . ROB."

JOSI E
Oh, pl ease.

Josi e has seen enough, and wal ks on.
EXT. CARNI VAL GROUNDS - NI GHT

Establ i shing shot of a smallish carnival, Ferris wheel,
m dway, tea cups ride. Near the entrance reads a banner:

" SOUTHGLEN H GH SENI OR NI GHT" .
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EXT. CARNI VAL M DWAY - SAME

Al dys and the Denom nators stand in front of a booth that
di splays a |l arge glass jar of jellybeans. Cal culators and
paper out, they're engrossed in find the answer.

Josi e wal ks by al one. The Denom nators don't notice her.
EXT. THE FERRI S WHEEL - SAME

WE PAN DOMWN the line of KIDS waiting to ride the Ferris wheel.
In front are Tommy, Jason, G bby and Kirsten

KI RSTEN
Thi s has been so nmuch fun! W' ve
been first in line for every ride!

TOMWY
That's cuz we cut every |ine.

VWE PAN DOMN to the end of the Iine, where we find Josie,
standi ng al one. She's trying her best to keep her ganme face
on. The CARNY opens the gate, the Kids pile onto the ride,
two by two. Josie reaches an enpty car--the |ast one--and
gets in. The Carny holds the safety bar open.

CARNY

Where's your partner?
JOSI E

| don't--1 don't have one--
CARNY

(yelling I oudly)
| GOT A LONELY RIDE | N BUCKET SEVEN

(to Crowd)
S| NGLE!
JOSI E
Do you have to yell like that?

Sam standing by a vendor, |ooks over and notices Josie's
predi canment .

TOMWY (O S.)
O course it's Loser that's hol ding
up the ride!

Sam wal ks up to the Josie's bucket.

SAM
This seat taken?
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JOSI E

(relieved)
Thank you.

He gets in. The ride JERKS into notion.

SAM

(nervous)
Whoa.

They start a slow ascent.

Sam seens ill at ease.

JOSI E
Are you--scared?

SAM

I"mgonna tell

you sonet hi ng here,

and | hope it doesn't underm ne ny

position as an

authority figure.

I"'ma little afraid of heights.

JOSI E
You're afraid of the Ferris wheel.

SAM

Actually, it's

nore the plunging

head first into the crowd part that

gets ne.

JOSI E
Oh right. The Spiderman incident.

SAM

(t ouched)

You renmenber that story?

JOSI E
O course. | renmenber everything
fromyour class.

They smile at each other.
SWAYI NG of their bucket,

The smle is interrupted by a HEAVY
caused by Tommy ROCKING in the bucket

ahead. Sam |l ooks a little green.

SAM

Yo00000W.

JOSI E
Don't | ook down!

They're facing the ground at this point.

SAM
Qut of ny control
( MORE)



SAM ( CONT' D)

(yelling to Tonmy)
TOMW! CUT I'T QUT! ENOUGH

Tommy stops. Samturns to Josie.

SAM ( CONT' D)
(def ensi ve)
| said that as a chaperone.

They start to ascend again. Samrel axes.

SAM ( CONT' D)
Okay. This is okay. Snooth.
(then)
Can | ask you sonething? Do you think
| tell too many stories in class?

JOSI E
That's what nakes you interesting.
(beat, recovering)
As a teacher.

SAM
God, | would love to think I'm an
interesting teacher. | nean, | had

maybe one or two teachers in high
school who had any passion at all.

JOSI E
You do. Seemto. Have passion. In
t he cl assroom

SAM
You have to say that. You're ny
st udent .

JOSI E

| don't have to say that.

They | ook into each other's eyes just as Tonmy RATTLES his
bucket ruthlessly.

TOWY (O.S.)
| F THE BUCKET' S A-ROCKIN', DON T
COVE- A KNOCKI N

Josi e and Sam | augh unconfortably.

SAM
Boys.

JOSI E
I know.

72.
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SAM
I"d like to tell you that we all
grow out of it, but that's a lie.
Sone of us will always be rattling
cages.

JOSI E
Why do you do that?

SAM
| don't know. And you know what's
scary--when you get older it just
gets nore confusing. |'ve spent the
| ast ten years with wonen who are
basically all wong for ne.

(beat)
You know what, | shouldn't be talking
about this stuff with you.
JOSI E
That's okay. It's nice to have someone

to tal k to--

The bucket is rocked again by Tonmy--Sam grips the safety
bar .

SAM
(as he rocks)
Sanme here.
They stop rocking but they're still stuck at the top.
SAM ( CONT' D)
All 1 can tell you is that when you're

ny age, the guys will be lined up
around the bl ock for you.

They share a smle.

JOSI E
(suddenly shy)
You have to say that. You're ny
t eacher.

SAM
| shouldn't say that, because |'m
your teacher.

They | ook at each other, their smles fading into realization.
Suddenly, the car jerks, and they start to nove down. Josie
and Sam are pulled out of their reverie.

They smile awkwardly at each other and | augh a snmall | augh.

W DE SHOT of the Ferris wheel as Josie and Sam descend.



SAM (V.Q) (CONT' D)
Thanks, Josie. This wasn't as bad as
| thought.

JOSIE (V.Q)
When are you going to open your eyes?

SAM (V.0)
"' mthinking when |' m hone.

EXT. BASEBALL DUGOUT - DAY

Rob sits with a bunch of BASEBALL PLAYERS. MATZ and PACKER
the studs of the team conme into the dugout and join them

PACKER
Hey Rob, thanks for show ng ne that
new grip. It totally changed ny sw ng.

ROB
No problem nan.

They do one of those elaborate, fraternity-Iike handshakes.

Qut of the corner of his eye, Rob sees Josie wal ki ng al one
across the field. He gets an idea.

ROB ( CONT' D)
Hey, you guys know that girl, Josie
Celler?

MATZ

You nean "Loser"?

ROB
No, dude, Josie. W used to go out
and she dunped ne. But we're stil
good friends. And she is...amazing,
if you know what | nean.

The guys are all stunned.
I NT. Bl OLOGY CLASSROOM - DAY

G bby stands staring at a skeleton with Rob and the Coo
Grls.

G BBY
Al right--that's it. Just water and
Ex-Lax till prom

ROB
Hey--Josie's Dad invented that stuff.
Josie's like the heiress to the Ex-
Lax fortune.
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KI RSTEN
(i npressed)
SHUT UP
ROB

Yeah. She's | oaded. She spends al
her vacations on the famly yacht in
t he south of France.

They react.
EXT. TRACK - DAY
Rob stands behind the bl eachers with Tonmy, Jason, and Cuy.

TOVMY
No way.

JASON
She used to date the drummer for The
Bi g Bad Voodoo Daddys?

GUY
No way. | always wanted to be a
dr ummer .
ROB
Yeah well, she left himfor the
drumrer from"Sister Hazel." Y know

the song "All for You?"

GUY
That was about Josie?
(i npressed)
Ruf us...

| NT. CAFETERI A - DAY
Josie turns with her tray after paying. Al dys sees her.

ALDYS
Hey, Josie--1'"mreally sorry | snapped
at you. Do you wanna- -

Josi e sees Rob waving her over to "the table" where Kristen,
G bby and the gang sit.

JOSI E
Oh, Aldys, y' know, | have to--

And Josie wal ks over to Guy's table, |eaving Aldys staring
after her. Josie sits down at the table. Everyone stares at
her .
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G BBY
Hey Josie. It's Josie, right?

KRI STEN
Can | just say--1 totally |ove Ex-
Lax.

JOSI E

(conf used)
Ckay, that's good to know- -

TOMWY
| can't believe you dated Big Bad
Voodoo Daddy.

Josi e shoots a | ook at Rob

ROB
Hey, | told you--Josie doesn't |ike
to tal k about that.

KI RSTEN
Yeah, Tommy, that's totally gochay.

G BBY
| think it's pronounced gauche.

JOSI E
Yeah it's French. There's no accent
aigue, so the e is soft.

A silent beat. Josie thinks she may have blown it.

G BBY
Duh, of course you woul d know t hat.
From bei ng on your yacht in the south
of France.

They all snmile at her. Josie soaks in her newfound popularity.
| NT. SCI ENCE CLASSROOM - DAY

On the walls are SAFE SEX posters. On the front desk,

panphl ets on sexually transmtted di seases share space with

pl astic biology cross-section nodels of male and femal e
reproductive organs.

Sam stands in front of his English class, inpatiently |ooking
at his watch. Josie |ooks up fromher desk, sees Anita wavi ng
wildly fromthe other side of the glass door.

Josie's eyes widen, she starts to nake "get out of here"
novenents. Sam notices Josie and foll ows her gaze to Anita.

He opens the door, speaks sotto to Anita.



SAM
H. You're here for the sex tal k?
ANl TA
(happily taken aback)
Vell. | like a man who gets to the
poi nt .
SAM
You' re Panf?
ANl TA
(frisky)

If you say so.

Samturns to the cl ass.

SAM
Wl conme juniors and seniors, this is
Pam Kitterman. She's our district
heal th counselor. She's here to | ead
our sex di scussion.

He ushers a surprised Anita to the front of the room Josie
reacts.

ANl TA
| an? Ch, | am Hi. Ckay. Sex.
Yes, well, sex. What's to say really,

y' know? You |like a guy, you do it.
Sonetinmes he calls. Sonetines he
doesn' t.

Anita leans into Josie, talks sotto.

ANl TA ( CONT' D)
(whi speri ng)
Hi !

JOSI E
(al so whi spering)
What are you doi ng here?!

ANl TA

I had a lunch break so | thought I'd
cone by and see you. Your teacher is
a fox!

(then normal voice to

Josi e)
Way don't we discuss that after class.
But the burning is totally normal.

(1 ooki ng at wat ch)
Oh | ook. Class is over already.

7.
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SAM
| thought this was a 45-mnute
sem nar.

ANl TA
Ri ght. Right.

Anita wal ks back to the front of the classroom

ANI TA ( CONT' D)

Okay, sex. Let's see. Sex is really
fun.

(of f Josie's | ook)
When you' re ol d enough. Wi ch none
of you are, trust ne | should know
cuz when you lose it to some guy
nanmed Junior with really bad breath
in the back of a van at a Guns and
Roses concert you're gonna w sh you
i stened to your Mom when she said,
y' know, no one's gonna want to buy
the whole friggin ice creamtruck
when you' re handi ng out the popsicles
for free.

There's a deafening silence. The kids are amazed.

ANl TA ( CONT' D)
Okay. Any questions?

I NT. SCI ENCE CLASSROON - LATER

The Kids all have bananas and condons. They are in various
stages of putting the condom over the banana. Anita wal ks
among them clearly nore confortable with her role now.

ANl TA
kay. | know it's hard.

Titters fromthe group

ANI TA ( CONT' D)
Difficult. But safe sex is really
inmportant. | try to practice it every
day.

Josi e reacts.
ANGLE ON KI RSTEN & KRI STEN. THEI R CONDOVS ARE SNUGLY ON
t heir bananas. They stare at Josie.

KRI STEN

Wait, rew nd.
( MORE)
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KRI STEN ( CONT' D)
Do you really think she hooked-up
with our Rob? They're so--different.

G BBY
Soneti mes opposites attract.

KI RSTEN
Yeah. Look at Bert and Ernie.

VWE ANGLE ON ANI TA. She's wal king authoritatively up the aisle
towards the front.

ANl TA
So just..inmagine the bananas are the
real thing.

She takes a rather |arge banana off a desk and | ooks at it.
She snorts.

ANl TA ( CONT' D)
In aland called "every man's
fantasy".

She | ooks up, sees the real MSS KI TTERVAN (we can tell from
the nodel of a uterus she carries), standing outside the
door and waving. Wthout mssing a beat, Anita pulls down a
shade on the door and | ocks it.

ANGLE ON: JOSIE AND TRACY still struggling with condons.

TRACY
God, | can't do this.

JOSI E
Maybe because we're not supposed to
be having sex w th bananas.

TRACY
You know what, though? I feel like
I"'mreally ready to do it. To have
sex for the first tine.

JOSI E
Ww. That's big. | nmean sex is a
really big deal. You shouldn't do
it until you know you've found the
ri ght person.

ANGLE ON SAM |istening. Josie is oblivious.

JOSI E (CONT' D)
You know, Adel e pengui ns pick one
mat e.

( MORE)
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JOSI E (CONT' D)
They spend their whole |ife | ooking
for that one other penguin and when
they find it, they know. That's the
penguin they stay with for the rest
of their lives.

TRACY
But 1'm not a penguin.

SAM
It's an anal ogy.

A surprised Josie | ooks up to see Samnext to her. She lets
her condomgo. And it flies off her banana into his face.
Josie turns to Tracy.

JOSI E
Excuse nme. | have to go die now.

The class is interrupted by Sydney over the | oudspeaker:

SYDNEY (O S.)
(over speaker)
Hey guys--Sydney again! Don't forget--
No going into the library cuz of
that little asbestos problem And
about prom—

Everyone freezes. Dead sil ence.

SYDNEY ( CONT' D)
Real |y bad news. W just got the
word fromintelligence-- Northglen
High is doing the MIIenniumtoo!

Conpl ete chaos. SCREAM NG terror. A G RL faints. Sera squeezes
her banana so hard it oozes out of its skin. Oher KIDS are
beating their bananas agai nst desktops. Brett, the footbal

pl ayer, absentm ndedly peels his banana and begi ns eating

it

SAM
Al'l right guys, let's cal mdown.
Cal m down.
(no response)
Sit!

They all do, including Anita.

SAM ( CONT' D)
Now | ook. Let's focus. Promthene.
We need a new i dea.



ANI TA
OH How about "Under the Sea?"

She's net with a round of "boos". Anita reacts.

ANl TA (CONT' D)
Wel | excuse ne.

SAM
What about the "Roaring Twenties"...
or "The 80's"?

The Class lets out a G ANT GROAN on that one.

A3 BBY
What do you think we are? Amateurs?
e 8)
Josi e.
SERA
That's not a thene.
e 8)
No, Josie will have the answer.

A long beat. Expectant faces all turn to Josie.

Tracy.

JOSI E
How about - -’
(com ng to her)
nmeant for each other--Fanous coupl es
t hr oughout hi story?

Anot her beat as the C ass consi ders.
e 8)
(smles and nods)
Yeah. That's it.

The C ass suddenly CONCURS

CLASS
Yeah. /That's it. /Rufus.
Josie soaks in all the approval |ike a sponge.
JOSI E

Thanks. Thank you.

81.

She | ooks at

Josie | ooks from Samand Anita's smling faces to find Guy

smling at her.
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CLCSE UP ON A BANNER reading: "M LLENNIUM. It cones down,
repl aced by one that reads: "MEANT FOR EACH OTHER. .

W DEN TO REVEAL:
I NT. H GH SCHOOL HALLWAY - DAY
Josie and the Cool Grls wal k under the banner, | aughing.

W PAN UP to their lapels and see that they are all wearing
replicas of Josie-'s geeky airplane pin. They pass Al dys,
Josie is oblivious.

I NT. MALL - DAY

Josie and the Grls walk four abreast, |ike a pack of proud
lions. Kids part to |l et themthrough.

I NT. SUN TI MES BULLPEN - DAY

WORKERS | ook at their watches, run into Gus's office.

I NT. GYM PROM PREP AREA - LATER

Sam and Josi e have fun painting a backdrop of the sunset.
INT. QUS'S OFFI CE - SAME

Wrkers stand around Gus's TV, riveted by Josie and Sam
I NT. DEPARTMENT STORE - COSMETI C COUNTER - SAME

Josie and the Grls try on lipstick, |aughing and fooling
ar ound.

I NT. MJSIC ROOM - DAY

Josie and Sam pick out CDs froma DJ's case. Josie picks one
out and puts it in the "yes" pile. Sam picks it up, winkles
his nose, puts it back. Wien he | ooks away, Josie sneaks it
back.

I NT. TEEN CLOTHI NG STORE - SAME

Josie's hiding behind a rack of clothes, tal king on her cel
phone.

JOSI E

(i nto phone)
I"'mtelling you Gus. It's a great
story. They keep the tags on, then
return the clothes after they've
wor n t hem

(beat)
@Qus?--@s?
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Kirsten discovers Josie behind the rack. Josie quickly pulls
a cardigan off a rack, feigning interest init. The Grls
all do the sane.

I NT. HALL CONCOURSE - SAME

Josie and the Grls, wearing matching cardi gans, wal k past
Al dys and anot her Denom nator on their way to the escal ator.

Josie and Al dys | ock eyes and Josie smles but Al dys turns
her back to her.

ALDYS
(to Denom nator)
Look, there goes anot her Lemm ng.

VWE ANGLE ON t he escal ator as Josie and the Grls rise single
file out of- FRAME.

EXT. BASEBALL STANDS - DAY

Josie sits with her new friends, enulating them by sunning
in a bikini top and shorts while they watch the gane.

G BBY
Josie, you have totally transitioned.

JOSI E
Transiti oned?

A3 BBY
You crossed over.

KRI STEN
I nto our group.

KI RSTEN
It's really hard to do. Sone kids
try for all of-high school and never

make it.

A3 BBY
Wannabes. Kirsten transitioned
| ast year.

KRI STEN

Her dad sold a car to Leonardo Di
Caprio's uncle and before he picked
it up, her dad let us all sit in it
and take pictures.

d BBY:
(to Josie)
Wait. Do you know any gay guys?
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JOSI E
Wy ?

KI RSTEN
W'd love to transition a gay guy
into the group.

KRI STEN

W' re very evol ved.
ON THE FI ELD

A BALL sails fast and hard. It looks like it's going to be a
base hit, into left Field, but the shortstop | eaps up and
grabs it. That shortstop is Rob. The Team cheers. Coach Romano
heads out of the dugout towards Rob.

IN THE STANDS

Josie and the Gang |l eap up and cheer. Josie al nost | oses her
top, but catches it, just as GQuy comes around the side of
t he stands and notices Josie.

EXT. BASEBALL DI AMOND - CONTI NUOUS
Coach Romano approaches Rob. Sl aps himon the back.

COACH ROVANO
Great playing, Rob. You m ght be
just what Sout hglen South needs to
get to Nationals.

ROB
I"mplaying in the chanpi onshi p gane?

COACH ROVANO
Pl ayi ng? You're starting shortstop.
And | don't nean to put nore pressure
on you but there are going to be
some pro scouts there.

ROB
Ch man!

Rob grabs Coach Romano in a bear hug. The Coach is
unconfortable. Rob noves towards the dugout and the Coach
happily sl aps himon the ass.

EXT. BASEBALL STANDS - SAME

Josie and the Grls are leaving. GQuy catches up to them and
taps Josi e on the shoul der.

eV
So--you going to the party at Rob's?
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Josie's taken aback. The Grls notice GQuy's interest.

JOSI E
Rob' s?

eV
Yeah, you gonna be there?

Josie stunbles on a step Guy i Mmedi ately reaches out to steady
her. She nmelts. She can't even speak, so she just nods.

GUY ( CONT' D)
Good. I'Il see you tonight.
GQuy wal ks of f.
G BBY

He is totally crunching on you.

JOSI E
(conf used)
Do | want to be crunched?

G BBY
By Guy?

d BBY/ KRl STEN Kl RSTEN
Oh yeabh.

I NT. SUN TI MES ELEVATOR - DAY

CAMERA PANS the faces of sone dull-looking workers. It stops
on Josie, who stands out in her teen garb and huge knapsack.
A star struck fermal e WORKER turns to her

VORKER
| really loved you in the sex-ed
scene.

Josi e reacts.
| NT. BULLPEN - CONTI NOUS

Josie spills out the elevator and races through the bull pen
with Rhoda in pursuit.

RHODA
Spl endi f er ous--Josi e stops, turns
back to her.

JOSI E
Total ly.

Josi e keeps going. A confused Rhoda stares after her. She
passes Merkin's desk. He is still on the phone.
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MERKI N
(i nto phone)
No way ... Yeah? ... No way.

Josi e reaches over, grabs the phone out of his hand and hangs
up without mssing a beat. She continues on as Merkin stares
after her. Josie reaches the conference room door.

An ol der WOVAN runs out crying.
| NT. CONFERENCE ROOM - CONTI NUQUS

Rigfort presides over a staff nmeeting. CLOSE UP on stunned
of fi ce WORKERS' faces.

Rl GFORT
Al righty then--next on the agenda-
sack races at the conmpany picnic-yes
or no?

Josi e sneaks in. She pushes past workers to get to a chair,
bi g backpack whacki ng them as she goes.

JOSI E
H. Sorry I'mlate.
(pushi ng past chairs)
Sorry. Excuse me--Josie takes the
chair next to Anita's. Anita | ooks
her up and down.

ANl TA
(sotto)
I love that jacket.

Rl GFORT
Mss CGeller, what's the status on
your story?

JOSI E
Oh it's great. Totally Rufus.

GQus and Anita | ook at each other, both nouthing "Rufus?"

JOSI E (CONT' D)
| have, um-Josie dunps out her
backpack on the table. Teen itens
spill out-notebooks, CDs, barrettes,
a hacky sac, a Frisbee, glitter nai
polish. She rifles through it all--

JOSI E (CONT' D)
--notes here sonewhere-
(pi cking up paper)
There's nmy math honmewor k!
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Rl GFORT
Geller, I don't need your notes. |
need your story. Though | speak for
everyone when | say |'ve seen the
t apes. Conpelling stuff.

Al'l the workers nod in agreenent.

Rl GFORT ( CONT' D)
But I want a story in tw weeks.

I"msaving the "Life and Style" cover for you. You' re gonna
make one hell of a reporter. Ch, and if you don't, you and
GQus are fired.

Josi e and Gus react.

Rl GFORT ( CONT' D)
Now, onto the next order of
busi ness. Marketing departnent-yes
or no?

EXT. JOSIE' S PARENTS' HOUSE — NI GHT

Beer cans and kids litter the lawm. Josie pulls into the
dri veway.

INT. JOSIE' S PARENTS HOUSE - SAME

Josi e makes her way through the THRONGS OF KIDS. It's a big
hi gh school "rager" lots of big blue keg cups, drunk girls,
etc. The cool Grls are present and socializing.

Josie finally makes her way to the kitchen.
I NT. KITCHEN - SAME

Rob is m xing margaritas, wearing a big sonbrero. Tracy sits
on the counter, gazing lovingly at Rob's every nove.

JOSI E
Hey Rob, what's goi ng on?

TRACY
I"m Rob's prom date

Josie glares at Rob.

JOSI E
Real | y?
(pulling Rob aside)
Rob-, that girl is sixteen

ROB
And a gymast!



JOSI E
She's sixteen years old, Rob. That's
totally and conpletely illegal.

Josie feels an arm around her shoulder. I1t's Quy.

eV
Hey there.
JOSI E
Hey. There.
GQuy takes Josie's hand.
eV
Cone here. | want to ask you

sonet hi ng.

Rob wat ches them | eaving the kitchen

ROB
(to Josie, calling
after)
See you around the cellblock, Ms.
Robi nson.

Josie turns around and gives hima death | ook. Tracy turns
to Rob.

TRACY
Rob, what do you want to be when you
grow up?

ROB
Vell, a ball player.

TRACY
No, | know. But, what if you don't
make it? 'l mean, you don't want to

be working at a mail place the rest
of your life. It's okay for an after

school job, but, come on, "Hi, |I'm
Rob and | run the Tiki Post"?! Totally
| ane.

Tracy starts to giggle. Rob does not.
| NT. UPSTAI RS HALLWAY - CONTI NUOUS
@Quy and Josie stand in front of Josie's old room A bicycle

license plate that says-"JOSIE" is nailed to the door. She
stands in front of it.
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JOSI E
Maybe we should go in a different
roonf

(€8)1

| already checked. There are sone
pretty serious couples in there.

@uy reaches for the doorknob.
INT. JOSIE'S OLD BEDROOM - CONTI NUQUS

They go in. Josie sees her spelling bee trophies- with her
nane. She turns them around, trying to appear nonchal ant.

As Quy enters, he eyes the trophies, the stuffed animals,
t he many sets of encycl opedi as.

e 8)
Ww, Rob's sister nust be such a
| oser.

Josi e manages a weak smle. Quy sits on the bed.

GUY (CONT' D)
Cone here, sit down.

She sits on the bed, and then sees a picture of her and her
famly on the bedside table. She dives across the bed to
overturn it.

GUY ( CONT' D)
|"msure you've probably heard that
I want to ask you, but 1'd like to
know if you'd go to promw th ne. |
know we didn't hit it off right at
t he begi nni ng but -

JOSI E
Yes. I'll go. Yes.

@Quy leans in as if to kiss her and whispers...

eV
Ruf us.
(then pul ling away)
But | don't even know where you live.

JOSI E
You know what? Wy don't you just
pi ck nme up here? We could all share
a lino.

eV
Cool. I'Il catch you later
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Quy |l eaves. Josie is ecstatic and flops back on her bed.
Stuffed animals fall all around her.
I NT. H GH SCHOOL HALLWAY - DAY

Josie and Rob wal k confidently through the hallway. Kids
greet and high five them both.

JASON
Hey Jos. Hey Robster.

BRETT
Looki ng good guys.

TOMWY
Hey Jos. Rob, rufus kegger.

Rob and Josie turn the corner.

JOSI E
Rob, this is unbelievable. | nean--
Josi e shoves through the doubl e doors
| eading into the gym

I NT. GYM - CONTI NUOUS
The place is a flurry of activity, a staging area for prom

Various committees are set up at tables throughout the room

Josi e and Rob enter

JOSI E
--1 spent ny whole Iife wanting to
fit in, and now -G bby and Kirsten
run up to Josie.

G BBY
Hey Josie- who did Archie date Betty
or Veronica?

JOSI E
Betty.

G bby turns to Kirsten

G BBY
Tol d you.

And t hey nove off. Rob spots Tracy and noves off to her.

SAM (O S.)
| always |iked Betty better.
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Josi e turns, sees Sam

JOSI E
You di d?

And they begin to wal k through the promprop area, and it
begins to appear like a romantic date--they pass flowers, he
pi cks one out, they pass a bistro table, a backdrop of a
sunset follows themfor awhile, etc.

SAM
Oh yeah. Betty was so spunky and
fun. Veronica may have had great
| egs, but she was too noody. Very
hi gh mai nt enance.

Josi e | aughs.
ANGLE ON: A TABLE WHERE KRI STEN AND TOMMY ARE SELLI NG PROM

tickets. Aldys is standing in front of them

ALDYS
You can't not sell nme a ticket to
prom

TOMWY
Li sten, Al po--we can do whatever we
want .

ALDYS

Oh, | get it. It's that pesky naking
change part that's confusing you

guys. Here. I'Il make it easy.
(hol di ng up noney)

Money-
(drops noney, takes
ticket)

Ti cket .

Al dys takes her ticket, wal ks off. Tonmy and Kristen turn to
each other and start whispering conspiratorially.

ANGLE BACK ON: JOSI E AND SAM
Sera runs up to Josie.
SERA
Josie, were Tweedl e Dee and Tweedl e
Dum a coupl e?

Josi e and Sam share a | ook
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JOSI E
Wll, in a strict sense, probably
not. But for prom-sure.
SERA
Thanks!
Sera turns off.
SAM
You' re really doing a great job here,
Josie. | like your "can do" attitude.
JOSI E
(shyly)
Thanks.
(beat)

They weren't related to Hunpty Dunpty,
were they? Tweedl e Dum and Tweedl e
Dee?

SAM
Maybe di stant cousins. They did have
t hat egg shape in conmmon.

JOSI E
But Hunpty Dunpty was al one.

SAM
That's sad, isn't it? He had to sit
on that wall all by hinmself. He
deserved to have sonebody.

JOSI E
That's really what we all need, right?
Soneone to sit up on the wall wth

us- -
SAM

Yeah. To watch the world go by.--
JOSI E

To put us back together again when

we fall.
They share a neani ngful glance and a smle.

SAM
Qur penguin, right?

JOSI E
Do you think you' Il find her?

SAM
Yeah, actually | do.



They are lost in each other. They |ean closer, as if they
may ki ss, then Sam breaks the nonent.

SAM ( CONT' D)
OCh nmy CGod! | alnmost forgot--1 got
you a neeting with the adm ssions
guy from Dart nout h!

JOSI E
What! But--1 wasn't even going to go
to coll ege--

SAM
No, | know, but | pulled sonme strings,

got himto | ook at your witing, and
he agreed to neet you.

JOSI E
Oh- -yi kes!
SAM
Told him
(t easi ng)

--if I"'mwong about this girl,
you can take away my teaching
certificate!

JOSI E
Ww. You believe in ne that nuch--

SAM
O course | do. Josie, you owe it to
yoursel f--to your witing, to go to
college. You're a great witer. You
just have to find your story.

As they share a neaningful | ook, WE FREEZE FRAME.
INT. QUS'S OFFI CE - LATER

GQus and Josie sit in front of his TV. The i mage of Sam and
Josie is frozen on the screen

GUS
That's your story!
JOSI E
You're crazy. | can't--1 can't-no.
No.
GUS
It's got it all--sex, intrigue,

imorality in the education systent-

93.
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JOSI E
He's ny teacher

aUs
And that's the best part.
(bannering with his
hands)
"Teacher- Student Rel ations: How
close is too close?" W're gonna
blowthe Iid off it!

JOSI E
There is no lid!' Nothing' s going on
bet ween Sam and ne. Coul son. M.
Sam Coul son and ne.

aUs
Not yet. Every person in this office
cones in here and watches you guys!
It's like the goddamm Young and the
Restl ess! Rigfort's salivating over
it.

JOSI E
You already pitched this to Rigfort?!

Qus |l eans in, now all business.

aUs
Josie, this isn't a joke. You heard
Rigfort. It's both of our asses on
the line. This is your story.

INT. JOSIE' S APARTMENT - BEDROOM - NI GHT

Josie is getting ready for prom She wears her bathrobe and
i s doing her nmake-up. She | ooks over at her dresser where
she eyes the canera/flight wings pin tentatively.

INT. DEN - N GHT

Rob, in boxers, a dress shirt, and socks is filling flasks
with vodka. Josie cones in the door wearing a |ovely
I

El i zabet han gown. She | ooks absol utely beauti ful.

ROB
Ww, Josie- you |look really-
JOSI E
(hopef ul)
Ruf us?
ROB

Yes. Exactly. Major Rufus.
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JOSI E
Thanks. And what are -

ROB
Duh. Tom Crui se. "Ri sky Busi ness".

He puts on his black wayfarer sunglasses, and does the fanous
slide into the living room Josie |aughs.

JOSI E
Rob- -t hanks. For everything. This is
real |y happening. | never thought--
ROB

I know.
Rob smles and exits.

Josi e nervously checks her reflection in the T.V. - just
i ke she did eight years ago. She takes a deep breath, and
goes out.

EXT. FRONT PORCH - SAME

Josi e comes out on the porch, and sees the |inp rounding the
corner, just like eight years before. The sunroof opens.

And Quy stands up - hol di ng sonet hing.

Josie panics - and starts to take cover - but then sees he's
hol ding a dozen white roses. And hol ding them out to her.

eV
Cone on beautiful - what are you
wai ting for?

Josie, smling, runs down the driveway to the |ino.
EXT. COUNTRY CLUB - NI GHT

Promnight. And it really is magical. Twinkling |ights dot

the trees, MJSIC wafts out fromthe club. A neon sign that
says "Meant For Each Qther" blinks above the buil di ng. - COUPLES
make their way inside. W see MORK a M NDY, ANTONY a CLECPATRA
and Sera dressed as a RABBIT. Annoyed, she turns back to her

| aggi ng date, Brett, dressed as a TORTO SE.

SERA
Hello! If you don't hurry up we're
gonna m ss the whol e thing!
G bby, Kirsten, and Kristen exit linbs with their DATES.

They all wear the sane straight blonde wig, and | ook at each
other in horror.



96.
G BBY

Oh-ny-CGod. You totally ripped off ny
Mal i bu Barbi e idea.

KRI STEN
Uh uh. |I'm Di sco Barbie.

Kirsten's wearing a short, tight mniskirt.

KI RSTEN
And |' m Eveni ng Gown Bar bi e.

G BBY
Right. That's not an eveni ng gown.

KI RSTEN
It is on Barbie.

Josie and GQuy approach, dressed in Elizabethan costune.

They | ook great.

KRI STEN
Josi e, you | ook Rufus.
KI RSTEN
Who are you guys?
G BBY
Don't tell ne... You re Medieva
Bar bi e.
JOSI E
Rosal i nd and Ol ando.
(not hi ng)

From "As You Like It"?
(rmore bl ank stares)
Shakespear e?

It's like talking to a sack of hamers. GQuy interjects.

eV
Look! | get to have a sword!

And they all ooh and ahh.
| NT. COUNTRY CLUB — CONTI NOUS

WE FOLLOW Josie and the group into the prom The place | ooks
amazi ng. Lights, ice scul ptures, chanpagne fountains.

WE PAN DOMWN t he buffet.

A BOY dressed as a jar of PEANUT BUTTER and his date, JELLY,
are getting food.
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Peanut Butter turns away fromthe buffet and bunps into a
G RL dressed as a CHOCOLATE BAR.

PEANUT BUTTER
Ch, sorry.

There's a magi cal beat as they smle at each other.

CHOCOLATE BAR
That's okay- -

Jelly |l ooks on, chagri ned.

W reach two OLDER GENTLEMEN in tuxes who carry clipboards
and wear big buttons that read: NATI ONAL PROM JUDGE. They
contenpl ate the ice scul pture.

JUDCGE #1
It's deft and uni que w t hout being
derivati ve.

JUDCE #2
(1 ooki ng of f)
Hey! Pigs in blankets!

And he runs off.
| NT. COUNTRY CLUB - LATER THAT NI GHT

Josie sits with the COOL GROUP at a table. Kristen is naking
odd faces.

JOSI E
Kristen, what are you doi ng?

KRI STEN
I"mpracticing my surprised face for
when we get naned to prom court.

JOSEPH and a very pregnant MARY approach their table and try
to sit down.

KI RSTEN
Sorry. There's no roomat this table.

Joseph and Mary anble off. Guy turns to Josie.

eV
You having fun?

JOSI E
(meaning it)
Oh yeah. The best.
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Josie takes in the spectacle around her.
I NT. GEORGE'S VAN - CONTI NUQUS

Candles are lit. CGeorge's Date sits on the couch. The nonitor
is on show ng the JOSI E CAM POV.

He flips the switch, the lights dimand a small disco bal
starts noving slowy. George settles in next to his Date.

INT. GUS' S OFFI CE - CONTI NUOUS

The entire office is cranmmed into Qus's office. Anita sits
up front, spellbound, watching the JOSIE CAM Cus stands in
back. Okay, he's a little interested too.

ANl TA
This is the nost beautiful prom]
have ever been to.

Cynthia runs in with a bow of popcorn.

CYNTHI A
Did I mss the crowning?
MERKI N
No, but I'mclosing the pool in five

m nut es.
Mer ki n hol ds out a bow of cash.

MERKI N ( CONT' D)
Josie's odds are 3 to 1. 2to 1 for
Prom court. And even odds the kid
sticks hinmself with the sword by the
end of the night.

I NT. COUNTRY CLUB - CONTI NUOUS

WE PAN ACRCSS t he dance fl oor where we see POPEYE & QLI VE
OYL, SONNY & CHER, the BLUES BROTHERS.

VWE HOLD on ROBI N dancing with BATA RL. BATMAN appr oached and
t aps Robi n's shoul der- -

BATMAN
May | have this dance-

And Batgirl steps aside--Robin and Bat man dance happily away.
ANGLE ON ROB TRYI NG TO SLOW DANCE W TH TRACY (Dressed |ike

REBECCA De MORNAY), but she is so-drunk she's having trouble
bal anci ng.
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TRACY
Are you having fun?

ROB
Yeah. Definitely.

He tries to stand her up on her own.

TRACY
Good. G bby gave nme chanpagne.

ROB
Maybe we should sit.

He hel ps her to a chair next to the dance floor. They both
sit. Next to them a ravenous MSS PIGGY eats with her date
KERM T | ooki ng on. She picks up an hors d' oeuvre and stares
at it horrified.

M SS Pl GGY
Oh nmy God! Is this apigina
bl anket ?!

Tracy | ooks at Rob, and gets serious.

TRACY
Rob, I've - |'ve thought about it a
lot. And | think- | mean, | know.

You're the one. My penguin.
Rob | ooks at her. She's young. She's beautiful. She's tipsy.
She's trying to put her |egs behind her head.

ROB
Ww - |-
TRACY
Rob, | mean it. | want you to be ny

first. Me and you. Once the floor
stops spinning, let's have sex.

He | ooks around. It's high school prom A skinny kid is
getting beat up in a corner. Qher kids are sneaking snokes.

He can't do this.

ROB
"' mgonna get you sone water. And
then, | think we should get back out

on that dance floor and boogie.

Rob gets up, kisses Tracy on the top of her head, and heads
for the refreshnent table. Tracy, her leg still around her
head falls backwards into Kermt's |ap.
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Kermt | ooks down, surprised and interested. M ss Piggy
notices, gives hima big "Harunph", tosses her hair, and
| eaves.

ANGLE BACK ON: THE COOL TABLE.
G bby is staring OS. in horror

G BBY
You guys--what is the one thing that
could ruin nmy senior pronf

KRI STEN
That you would trip on your Barbie
heels and |'d get named prom queen?
(beat)
Did I say that out |oud?

WE FOLLOW Kristen's stare to the promentrance where Al dys
and the Denom nators enter in pairs, one behind the other,
attached together with rope, to forma human | adder. They
cross the dance floor, interrupting everything with their
unwi el dy, tied-together conga |line. They approach the Cool
Tabl e.

G BBY
So what are you supposed to be?
O her than freaks?

ALDYS
We're DNA. A doubl e helix. But
guess you' d know that if you'd
actual |y passed bi o.

Kristen reaches out and touches the rope bindi ng Denoni nat or
#1 to Al dys. Denom nator #1 slaps her hand away.

DENOM NATOR #1
Pl ease don't touch the hydrogen.
It's rented.
Kristen reacts.
| NT. COUNTRY CLUB - ON THE STACGE - LATER
Sam t akes the stage, with a card in his hand.

SAM
Well, the nonment has arrived.

He | ooks at the card.
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SAM ( CONT' D)
Qur 1999 promcourt - the princesses
are - Mss Kristen Rey, Mss Kirsten
Leosis and M ss G bby Zaref sky.
And the princes are M. Thomas
Sal aney, M. Jason Wy, and M.
Rob -

Sam | ooks at the card, and then | ooks around. Nobody can
hel p him

SAM ( CONT' D)
M. Rob ... M. Rob!

The crowd cheers. G bby, Kirsten, and Kristen all junmp in
prepl anned delight. Rob seens genuinely surprised. Jason
carries Tommy up to the stage piggyback. The girls make their
way to the stage, and put on their "PROM COURT" sashes. Sam

| ooks to the card again.

SAM ( CONT' D)
Next up - Southglen's Prom King...

@Quy is already halfway to the stage-

SAM ( CONT' D)
@uy PerKki ns!

The crowd goes wild. GQuy reaches the stage and takes his
crown and scepter

SAM ( CONT' D)
And - this year's prom queen -

Sam | ooks at the card, then at Josie. Josie is standing;
eyes open, staring at the podium..

INT. GUS' S OFFI CE - CONTI NUOUS

The Crowd is rapt, waiting for the announcenent. Anita has
her eyes squeezed shut, praying for the win...

I NT. COUNTRY CLUB - ANGLE ON SAM

SAM
Ladi es and gentl enen — Josie CGeller!

The Crowd CHEERS |i ke crazy, Josie smles.
INT. GQUS'S OFFI CE - CONTI NUOUS

The Crowd goes crazy, hugging each other and junping up and
down.



102.

ANl TA
Yes! You go girl! Yes! Yes!

Anita gives GQus a big hug. Gus is conpletely taken aback.
Mer ki n dol eful |l y hands out noney.
| NT. COUNTRY CLUB - CONTI NUOUS-

Josie is hugged and congratul ated as she makes her way,
elated, to the stage. Sam places the Queen's tiara on her
head and hands her a bouquet of flowers. They | ock eyes for
a nonent.

SAM
And now - as it is custom- the king
and queen will have their first dance.

ON THE DANCE FLOOR:

@Quy and Josie begin to dance. FromJosie's PO V., it's in
SLOWMOTION, the world glittering and wonderful around her.

eV
Hey- -what are you thinking about?

JOSI E
Shakespeare. How he described a ni ght
i ke this--"Look how the floor of
heaven is thick inlaid with patines
of bright gold".

(beat)
What about you? What are you thinking
about ?
eV
(taking a beat, happily)
My sword.

It's like a switch has been flicked on in Josie's brain.

JOSI E
Oh.
eV
Josie, you rock my world. You're
i ke the nmost amazing girl |'ve ever

dated. You're so smart and fun and
crazy! You rock ny world.

JOSI E
You said that already.
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I NT. COUNTRY CLUB - BUFFET - M NUTES LATER

Josie stands by the buffet in her tiara, turns and cones
face to face wwth Sam They're both taken aback by the
ot her's beauty.

SAM
Josie--you nmake a really beautifu
prom queen.

JOSI E
Thanks. So do you.

They bot h [ augh, enbarrassed, at Josie's flub.

SAM
| always feel |ike such a goof bal
in these penguin suits. Like |I'm at
ny own weddi ng or sonet hing.

An awkward beat .

SAM ( CONT' D)
You wanna- -

He gestures towards the dance floor. Josie smles.

JOSI E
Yeah, okay- -

And they wal k off onto the dance fl oor.
ANGLE ON: THE SI DE OF THE DANCE FLOOR.
@Quy approaches Al dys.

eV
Hey, listen--it's prom How about we
let all the old shit go. Wuld you
i ke to dance?

Aldys can't help it. She smles, a little flattered.

GUY ( CONT' D)
If it's okay with the rest of the
doubl e heli x.

Al dys sm | es and unhooks herself fromthe group. And starts
to dance with CQuy.

ANGLE ON: JOSIE AND SAM as they continue to dance.
SAM

Prons al ways make me sad.
( MORE)
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SAM ( CONT' D)
They're so final. G aduation.
Everyone's scattering, noving on.

JOSI E

Wl |, are you here with anybody?
SAM

No, I'm al one.
JOSI E

It's weird because "promt is actually
fromthe word "pronenade”. And you
can't really pronenade al one, can
you?

Sam smiles at this.

SAM
You' re amazi ng, Josie Geller.

ANGLE ON: GUY AND ALDYS AS THEY DANCE, WE SEE THE COCL

Grls and Jason standing to the side of the dance fl oor

| aughi ng G bby reaches into her purse and pulls out a CAN OF
ALPO. She hands it to Jason who pulls a CAN OPENER out of
his pocket, opens the lid. He hands it to Kirsten who take
the lid off. She hands the can to Kristen, who hands the can

to Tomy.
SAM ( CONT' D)

So- - have you t hought anynore about
Dar t nout h?

JOSI E
Yeah, | have.

CLCSE UP on Josie's HAND as she subtl ety renoves her hidden
canera pin and drops it to the ground.

JOSI E (CONT' D)
There's sonething | have to tell you--

Her foot cones down on top of it.
I NT. GEORGE'S VAN - CONTI NUOUS

George is nmaking out with his Date when the nonitor suddenly
FRI TZES OFF. Ceorge | ooks up.

GEORGE
What t he--?!

George stands and hits the side of the nonitor.
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INT. GUS' S OFFI CE - CONTI NUOUS

Qus's nonitor flicks to static. The Crowd |lets out a horrified
GASP.

CYNTH A
Tell himwhat?! Tell hi mwhat ?!

| NT. COUNTRY CLUB - DANCE FLOOR - CONTI NUOUS
Sam | ooks deep into Josie's eyes.

SAM
There's sonething | have to tell
you, too--

Josie's eyes shift fromSamto over his shoul der. She spots
Al dys, who smiles at her. Josie's eyes travel up to the can
of DOG FOOD.

FLASH: TEENAGE JOSI E

on the porch, facing Billy and his Date.
FLASH: TEENAGE JOSI E

with egg dripping all over her.

BACK TO PRESENT.

JOSI E
0000000

SLOW MOTI ON as Josie lunges for Aldys and pulls her to floor
as Tonmy, off-balance, dunps the dog food all down CGuy's
front. The Crowmd stops dead, staring. The can, now enpty,
rolls slowmy off the dance floor, the netal rolling noise
ECHO NG i n the silence.

eV
(to Josie)
What is your problenf!
G BBY
| knew it. You are a |oser.
KRI STEN
You rui ned the whol e thing!
KI RSTEN
You so do not deserve to be prom

queen.

Everyone is still staring. It's dead quiet.
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JOSI E
Let me tell you sonet hing.

It is still silent. Josie takes a deep breath, and | ooks
around the room

JOSI E (CONT' D)
| don't care about being the prom
queen. | amtwenty five years old.

Looks of confusion and teenage disgust. Rob is pissed. Sam
| ooks shocked.

JOSI E (CONT' D)
I'"'mhere as an undercover reporter
for the Sun Tines for God's sake and
|'ve been beating nmy brains out trying
to inpress you.

She tears off her crown, and chucks it. She's on a roll.

JOSI E (CONT' D)

| want to tell you sonething. You
peopl e- GQuy, G bby, the rest of you
who have been keepi ng the geeks down
t hrough the ages. You will spend
your lives trying to figure out ways
to keep others down, because it nakes
you feel nore inportant. And you
will mss out on so rmuch

(i ndicating Al dys)
Why her, huh? Wat did she ever do
to you? Let ne tell you sonething
about this girl. She is unbelievable.
I was new here, and she befriended
me- no questions asked. But you
peopl e, you were ny friends only
after nmy brother, Rob...

She points out Rob in the crowd. He's nortified.
JOSI E (CONT' D)

... posed as a student and told you
to like me. But y' know-1 have to

t hank you. | got to go to an amazing
prom | got to be prom queen. | got
to be cool. It felt good.

(beat)

But not as good as being nyself.
(turns to crowd)
And to all of you-- there's a big
world out there. Bigger than prom
Bi gger than hi gh school
( MORE)



JOSI E (CONT' D)

When you get there, it won't matter
if you were prom queen or the
quarterback or the biggest nerd in
school. What matters is that you
don't regret who you were, who you
are-What if Steven Spiel berg had
quit the audi o/visual club because
it wasn't "cool"? Wat if Rosie
O Donnel I had stopped cracki ng jokes
because soneone told her they were
stupid? Wat if M chael Jordan never
went back to basketball after he got
cut fromhis high school teanf.

(a beat)
In this roomright now, there could
be a future Nobel Prize wnner, a
Suprene Court Justice, an anmazing
Mom Find out who you are and don't
be afraid of it.

(a beat)
And if you'll all excuse ne, | have
sonme business to take care of.

Reaction shots all around. Kids start clapping, hollering,
whoopi ng. The MJSI C STARTS UP again. They all go back to

danci ng. The Denomi nators |ead their own conga |ine.
ANGLE ON: JOSI E

She | ooks around for Sam but he is gone. She runs out,
brushi ng past the Judges.

ANGLE ON: JUDGES
Judge #2 dabs his eyes.
JUDCGE #1

This promhad it all. Laughter, tears,
an amazi ng cli max.

Judge #2, still overcone, just raises his "two thunbs up

EXT. COUNTRY CLUB PARKING LOT - MOVENTS LATER

Josie exits the club, looking for Sam GCeorge runs up to
her .

GEORGE
Hey--1 |l ost the feed! \Wat happened
with Coul son? Gus is going crazy!

107.

Qut of the shadows energes Sam The | ook on his face says he

just heard everyt hing.
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JOSI E
So- - surpri se!

He shakes his head in disbelief and wal ks off. Josie chases
after him He turns back to her.

SAM
"Surprise!"™ You were doing a story
on ne?!

JOSI E

No, surprise, | thought you'd be--

SAM
What ? Happy? Wiy? Because it turns
out all along that I was allowed to
be attracted to you?

JOSI E
(t ouched)
You were attracted to ne?

SAM
Goddammit, Josie! Drop the act. Do
you have any idea what | went through

every ni ght because of you?! | was
attracted to a 17 year old! Wen |
wasn't taking cold showers, | was

trying to figure out what the hell |
was going to do when | couldn't teach
anynore! | thought | was the one
bei ng unet hi cal .

JOSI E

Wait, | was going to tell you--
SAM

You set nme up. For a story.

(beat)
You know what's crazy? | was actually
consi dering waiting for you.

JOSI E
But now you don't have to--

SAM
Now | don't want to! | bought all of
your penguin crap. | thought I found

her--the right one! And the problem
was she was too young! No -the problem
was--she didn't even exist!

JOSI E
| did exist. | do exist. I'mthe
same person
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SAM
The person | cared about woul dn't
have done this. Everything out of
your nouth has been a conplete lie.
| don't know you at all. For all |
know you coul d hate Dorothy Parker.

JOSI E
| don't! Look, you could get to know
nme, again.

Samturns and starts to wal k away.

JCOSI E (CONT' D)
Pl ease. Please don't wal k away.

SAM
| just can't |look at you the sane
way.

Sam gets into his car and drives off. Josie is devastated.

INT. JOSIE' S APARTMENT BUI LDI NG - HALLWAY - LATER

Josie, still in the promdress, rounds the corner of her
apartnent hallway and sees Rob, still in his Ri sky Business
get-up, slunped in front of the door.
ROB
Josie, finally. | just wanted to

cone over and make sure you're okay.

JOSI E
Real | y?

He gets up. He's not happy.

ROB
No- not really, Josie. NOT REALLY.
How coul d you do that to ne? | hel ped
you. | got you everything you want ed.

And how do you repay me- you bl ow
everyt hi ng TWO DAYS before pro scouts
cone to see nme play. Once they had
seen ne really play- they woul dn't
have given a shit about ny age.

JOSI E
Wasn't even thinking about -

ROB
No, you weren't. Don't you realize
the only time | was really happy in
the last five years was when | was
playing ball with those guys?
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JOSI E

ROB
No, shut up, Josie. Just shut up.

He storns off.
| NT. JOSIE'S BEDROOM - LATER THAT NI GHT

Josie lies am dst the needl epoint pillows, still in her prom
costune. She stares blankly at the ceiling.

INT. QUS'S OFFI CE - DAY
@us sl aps a newspaper down on his desk.

CLCSE ON - the front page of the paper, and not just any
newspaper - THE CH CAGO TRIBUNE - the Sun Tines' rival.

There is a PHOTO of Josie fromPromw th the headline that
reads: "REPORTER REVEALED AT LOCAL HI GH SCHOOL".

Josie picks it up, and starts reading.

aUs
Your story was Rigfort's baby. W
wer e scooped! W' ve got not hing.
Zi ppo. You totally and conpletely
screwed both of us.

JOSI E
Maybe | could talk to Rigfort, you
know, tell himthe whole story.

aUs
"1l tell you a story. It's about
this shy copy editor who nmakes a
nockery of herself and her boss when
she conpl etely botches her first
assi gnnent as a reporter.

Josi e stands. Slanms down the paper.

JOSI E
W are not screwed. Yes, | made a
m stake. But we will have a story.
(beat)
You wi Il have an anmazing story.

Josie exits.
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I NT. SUN TI MES BULLPEN - CONTI NUOUS

Josie wal ks out of Gus's office, continues, deterni ned,
towards the elevators. Anita falls into step with her.

ANl TA
Josie! Josie, howd it go? Did he
ream you?

JOSI E
Yeah, but |'m okay. |'ve got sone
work to do.

ANl TA
You need ny hel p?

JOSI E
No, thanks--1'mdoing this on ny

own.

Josi e wal ks past Merkin's desk. She holds out her hand to
Mer ki n.

JOSI E (CONT' D)
Merkin. Highlighter.

Merkin slaps a highlighter into her hand, she continues on.
Ani ta wat ches her go.

EXT. SOUTHGLEN H GH SCHOCL - DAY

Josie, looking quite the professional in stylish pantsuit
and briefcase, bounds up the steps, two at a tinmne.

I NT. H GH SCHOOL HALLWAY - SAME

Josi e wal ks down the hall, purposefully - she is on a m ssion.
G oups of kids stop and stare at her, but this tine, Josie
doesn't even noti ce.

As Josie rounds a corner, she comes face to face with Quy,
who is at his locker. He | ooks at her. She smiles. And now
it is Guy that is nervous. He drops a pile of papers, tries
awkwardly to gather them Josie |ooks at him- and for the
first time we see it register on her face - this guy is just
a seventeen- year-old kid.

eV
Uh, hey, umm-Ms. Geller. This is
totally enbarrassing but nmy nom
she's all worried about ne getting a
job after graduation. She wanted ne
to ask you about like, an internship
for me, at the Sun Tines?
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Josie smiles big.

JOSI E
"Il do what | can. And tell your
nomnot to worry - you'll do O K

Josi e continues down the hall.
| NT. LOCKER ROOM - SAME

The guys' |ocker room A bunch of GUYS are getting dressed
after P. E

JOSIE (0O.S.)
WOVAN COM NG THROUGH COVER UP WHAT
YOU DON' T WANT SEEN!

And with that Josie comes wal king into the | ocker room
conpletely unruffled, and storns over to Coach Romano's
office, just as he is leaving it.

JOSI E (CONT' D)
Hi, Coach Romano, my name is Josie
Geller, fromthe Chicago Sun Tinmes
Li sten, you know the | ocal sports
guy for the Sun Tines, JimLakin?

COACH
Sure, every coach in the area tries
to get Jimto cover his team

Josie puts her armaround the coach, and | eads hi mback into
his own office.

JOSI E
Vwell, what would you say if | told
you that | could guarantee that Jim
and every other reporter in the area
woul d be at the game?

COACH
|'"d say you can have whatever the
hel | you want.

Josie snmiles, together they enter his office and cl ose the
door .

INT. JOSIE' S APARTMENT - DAY
Josie sits at her disk, typing on her |aptop, engrossed.

JOSIE (V.Q)
Soneone once told ne that to wite
well you have to wite what you know.
( MORE)
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JOSIE (V.QO) (CONT' D)
This is what | know. | amtwenty
five years old. | have never really
ki ssed a guy. A geek to the core,
nost of ny chil dhood years were spent
doi ng extra homework | requested
fromthe teacher

INT. GQUS OFFICE - DAY

GQus comes in, snaps on the light, sits at his desk, and opens
his newspaper. He pulls out, the "Life and Style" section.

And there it is. Front page - "NEVER BEEN Kl SSED BY JOSI E
GELLER " There are three pictures next to the article.

One is Josie at age 17, one is her recent prompicture, and
one is her as a normal, 25 yr. old adult.

JOSIE (V.Q)

Hi gh school was nore of the sane.
Then, at seventeen, it seened as if
ny luck was about to change. The
cutest guy in school asked ne to
senior prom- but it turned out he
invited ne as a cruel joke. | have
never fully recovered.

I NT. SUN TI MES LUHCHROOH - DAY

Anita and Cynthia read the article, in the staff lunch room
over a shared bag of m crowave popcorn. They are astounded-

JOSIE (V.Q)
Yes, it is enbarrassing to share
this with the world. But it would be
hard to explain what | |earned, and
how | learned it, w thout sharing
this humliating history.

EXT. A HOUSE - MORNI NG

The Sun Tines lies on the front mat. The door opens; we see
a pair of bare feet. A hand reaches down to grab the paper.
WE PAN UP to reveal Samin all his depressed glory--sweats,
unshaven, bl eary eyed.

JOSIE (V.Q)
| received an assignnent, ny first
as a reporter, to enroll in high
school as a student, to gain sone
insight into kids today.
Under st andably, returning to high
school was my worst nightmare.
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Sam shuts the door
EXT. SOUTHGLEN Hl GH SCHOCOL - DAY
Kids streaminto school

JOSIE (V.0)
What | found?

I NT. MRS. KNOX' S Cl ASSROOM - DAY
Ms. Knox, wearing the sonbrero, teaches her class.

JOSIE (V.0)
There's still that one teacher, who
mar ches to her own drunmmer -

And in the back row, Kirsten, Kristen and G bby are |aughing
an tal ki ng- -

JOSIE (V.Q) (CONT' D)
Those girls are still there. The
ones that, even as you grow up, Wl
still be the nost beautiful girls
t hat you' ve ever seen close up

EXT. BASEBALL DI AMOND - DAY
THE BASEBALL TEAM AS THEY PRACTI CE-

JOSIE (V.0)
The athletes - and the i mense sense
of fraternity and |loyalty that they
shar e-

I NT. SCI ENCE LAB - DAY

ALDYS AND THE DENOM NATORS- MAKI NG SMORES OVER A BUNSON BURNER
GETTI NG I NTO A MELTED CHOCOLATE AND MARSHVALLOW FI GHT- AND
LAUGH NG HYSTERI CALLY-

JOSIE (V.Q)
The smart kids. Who everyone el se
al ways knew as the brains. But who |
just knew as mny soul mates, ny
teachers, ny friends.

EXT. PARKI NG LOT - DAY

QJY, TOMW AND JASON, AS THEY GET OQUT @QUJY'S CAR, IN THE
PARKI NG LOT-
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JOSIE (V.Q)
And there's still that one guy, the
one who is so perfect in every way,
fromthe muscles in his shoul ders-

EXT. H GH SCHOOL - DAY

VWE FOCUS IN ON @JY, AS HE TAKES THE FRONT STEPS TWD AT A
TI ME-

JOSIE (V.Q)
- to the way he, in his own way,
struggl es to uphold tradition.
Sout hgl en woul d not have been the
sane Wi thout him Hi gh school would
not be the same without him | would
not have been the sane without him

I NT. H GH SCHOOL HALLWAY - DAY

QJY, H S BUDDI ES, KIRSTEN, KRI STEN AND G BBY, SI GN YEARBOCOKS,
HANG OQUT BY THE LOCKERS-

JOSIE (V.Q)
Al'l of these things nade ne m serable
at seventeen. But at twenty five |
finally see that this - all of this-
is just the way it should be. It is
all part of this thing- high school.
Atime in our lives that we can never
truly repeat. A time that shapes
us. A tine that nakes us who we are,
for years to cone.

EXT. NEWSSTAND - DAY
HANDS GRAB CHI CAGO SUN TI MES AT THE NEWSSTAND-

JOSIE (V.Q)
H gh school - going through it the
first time- hel ped make me who | am
But going there a second tinme nade
nme see that who I amis O K | always
wanted to be "in", but seven years
| ater, when they finally opened the
door, | sonehow gai ned the confidence
to stay outside, firmy, happily.

EXT. "EL" TRAIN PLATFORM - DAY

About 75% of the people have their Life and Style sections
opened, reading Josie's piece.
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JOSIE (V.Q)
This is not the article I was sent
intowite. This is the article I
needed to wite. | lived a lifetine
of regret after ny first high schoo
experience, and now, after ny second,
ny regrets are down to one.

INT. SAM S KI TCHEN - MORNI NG

The kitchen of a depressed guy--enpty pizza boxes next to a
dying plant. Sam pours mlk into a bow of Lucky Charnms while
he reads the Sports Section of the paper.

JOSIE (V.Q)

A certain teacher was tranpled in ny

path to sel f-discovery, and though

this article may serve as a step, it

in no way makes up for what | did to

hi m
He's not paying attention and the m |k overflows the bow,
soaki ng the table.

JOSI E (CONT' D)
To this man, you know who you are, |
am so sorry.

He takes the wet paper, using it |ike a sponge, he sops up
the remai ning mlKk, and throws the paper into an open trash
can. He | eaves the kitchen. WE HOLD ON the enpty room

JOSI E ( CONT' D)

And, | would like to add one nore
thing - | think I amin love with
you.

EXT. BASEBALL, STADI UM PARKI NG LOT — NI GHT
Cars begin to fill the parking lot in a steady stream

JOSIE (V.Q)

And so | propose this - as an ending
to this article, and, perhaps, as an
ending to this portion of ny life.

I, Josie Celler, will be at the State
Chanpi onshi p basebal | gane — where

ny friends the Southglen Rans are
playing for the title.

EXT. BASEBALL FI ELD - N GHT

The Sout hgl en Rans basebal | team m nus Rob, are on the field,
warm ng up
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JOSIE (V.Q)
I will stand on the pitcher's nound
for the five mnutes prior to the
first pitch. If this man accepts ny
apol ogy, | ask himto cone to kiss
me, in front of everyone, for ny
first real kiss.

We find a nervous | ooking Josie standing in the dugout.

JOSI E (CONT' D)
Five mnutes may seem|like a short
time, but trust me, when you've been
wai ting twenty-five years, it's
usually the last five mnutes that
kill you.

CU. THE PI CTURE TAKEN OF JOSI E AND SAM AT THE PROM
JOSIE (V.QO) (CONT' D)
I went back to high school and
di scovered | was a | oser, again.
W DEN TO REVEAL the picture on the fridge in--
INT. SAM S KI TCHEN - EVEN NG
Samenters, still in sweats, carrying a book. He opens the

fridge, grabs a beer, shuts it, is confronted by Josie's
picture. He takes it down, |ooks at it.

JOSI E
And then | discovered it wasn't so
bad. | wasn't so bad. So, now that

I"mready to start living the rest
of my life, it would be magical if |
could live the rest of it with him

Sam | ets the photo slowy drop fromhis hand into the trash

JOSI E (CONT' D)
Because inside everyone is a |oser
afraid to be loved, and out there is
t he one person who can kiss us and
make it all better.

VW FOLLOW Samis stare down into the trash and see the photo
lying on top and to the side of Josie's article--the photos
fromthe article are clearly visible.

ANGLE ON HOT DOGS, POPCORN CHANG NG HANDS BEI NG SOLD BY

the truckl oad at the stadium The crowds are over capacity.
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Way over. People fill the parking Iot, they cover every other
inch of school grounds, as well. They stand on the roofs of
near by buil dings, they sit on top of their cars.

It looks Iike nost of Chicago is either already there, or on
their way.

Sone WOMEN hol d signs for Josie, others hold and wave her
article.

Josie sticks her head out of the dugout, and | ooks out at
the fans. TV REPORTERS are everywhere, including several on
the field. She | ooks Iike she may faint. She ducks back in.

I NT. DUGOUJT - SAME

The teamis dressed, ready, excited. Anita and Al dys stand
next to Josie. Josie |looks up at the crowd, amazed.

JOSI E
Ww. |t's packed.

ANI TA
It's great! They're behind you. They
feel like they know you.

ALDYS

It's romantic, what you're doing,
and they want to be a part of it.

JOSI E
Vell I'mso glad that you guys are.

Josie then starts to hyperventilate. She puts her head between
her ankles. Anita and Al dys both grab the brown paper bag

and hand it to Josie. She hyperventilates into it. Coach
Romano approaches. Josie puts the bag down.

COACH
Sweet Jesus, Geller - | had no idea
there'd be all these TV crews here.
This thing' s gonna be on every station
in the country.

Josi e inmedi ately begins hyperventilating into the bag again.
COACH ( CONT' D)
You nore than kept your end of the
bargain. Now go out there and get
‘em
Josie gets up and he slaps her on the ass. She hugs Al dys.

Then Anita gives Josie a big hug, and won't let go. Josie
has to pull Anita pulls back.
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Josie struggles to get out of the hug- Anita won't |et her.
Finally, they are both I aughing.

Josi e wal ks out of the dugout, and onto the field.
EXT. PITCHER S MOUND - SAME

She wal ks, alone, out to the pitcher's nmound, clutching a
m crophone. The crowd goes berserk. She stands until they
qui et .

JOSI E
Could | have five mnutes on the
cl ock, please?

The scoreboard cl ock reads 5:00. Josie stands, al one.
EXT. BOX SEATS — SAME

The staff fromthe Sun Tinmes sits in box seats up front.
Rigfort joins them carrying a huge |oad of hot dogs.

Rl GFORT
| got weiners. Hot weiners.

Rigfort sits next to Gus. Behind themsit Bruns, his hair
finally grow ng in and Howard, now down to just a sling.

Rl GFORT ( CONT' D)
I love this. Sun Tinmes readers, out
here, maki ng a personal connection
to one of our reporters. This is
amazing, isn't it? Winer?

Gus takes a weiner.

GJUs
Yeah, it is.

Rl GFORT

(studyi ng his weiner)
Wait a mnute. ..

Rigfort pulls something small and shiny out of the bun.

Rl GFORT ( CONT' D)
There's a bolt in ny weiner.

Then he turns back to Howard and sm | es.
RI GFORT ( CONT' D)

Hey Howard, what are you doing for
t he next nonth?
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Howard's face falls.
EXT. PITCHER S MOUND - SAME

Josie still stands there. The clock is down to 2:30. She
| ooks over to the dugout.

EXT. BLEACHERS - SAME

The Denom nators tal king and | aughi ng. Behind them sit
THE MARCHI NG BAND

EXT. PITCHER S MOUND — SAME

Josie forces-a stoic smle. 1:00 is on the clock.

EXT. BLEACHERS - SAME

The cool crowd. Guy, Kirsten and the gang. They are trying
start the wave, but its not working.

EXT. PITCHER S MOUND - SAME
The cl ock reads: 20.
EXT. BOX SEATS - SAME

The Sun Tinmes box. Anita clutches Gus's hand for dear life
has her eyes squeezed tight. The crowd keeps chanti ng.

EXT. BLEACHERS - SAME

Everyone - including all the Denom nators are on their feet,
chanting. Al dys cheers the |oudest.

EXT. STANDS - SAME

The wonen are on their feet, chanting.

EXT. BLEACHERS - SAME

@Quy and the Gang are on their feet.

EXT. PITCHER S MOUND - SAME

Josi e stands, clutching the mc. The clock reads: 10.

CROND
TEN - NINE - EIGHT - SEVEN - SI X -

Josi e stands there, head still held high.

CROWD ( CONT' D)
FIVE - FOUR - THREE - TWD -
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Josie steals a | ook to the dugout. No one is com ng out the
door .

CROWD ( CONT' D)
ONE! !

Josi e makes one nore desperate | ook around. No one is running
t oward her.

CLCSE UP on Josie, conpletely crestfallen. She drops the
m crophone. It reverbs in the silent stadium

WE PAN ACROSS the Crowd, all defeated. And then...
A commotion in the stands. Sam bursts through the crowd.
He runs toward the mound. The Crowd is on their feet.

It feels Iike a lifetine before he reaches Josie, grabs her,
pull's her close to him

SAM

| told you you could wite, Josie
Cel ler.

JOSI E
| finally found ny story.

And t hey ki ss passionately. The npbst amazing, nost waited-
for kiss in the history of man. A kiss that will |ast forever.

I NT. DUGOUJT - SAME

Rob is in his baseball uniform cheering up a storm Across
his chest is enblazoned: "ASSI STANT COACH'.

EXT. BOX SEATS - SAME

Anita is so thrilled, she reaches over and plants a big one
on Gus. She is surprised. So is he. They like it.

EXT. BLEACHERS - SAME
The Denomi nators and Al dys cheer their brains out.
EXT. BLEACHERS - SAME

@Quy, Kirsten, etc. have finally succeeded in starting the
wave.

EXT. PITCHER S MOUND - SAME
MUSI C UP: The Beach Boys "And Then | Kissed Her" as Josie

and Sam continue to kiss as the CAMERA PULLS UP, taking in
the kiss, the Crowd, the stadium.. CAVERA SPINS UP as
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FI REWMORKS go of f above the stadium.. And we watch as the
st adi um beconmes a speck against the glittering backdrop of

Chi cago.
FADE QOUT:

THE END
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