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Act One

Scone I

Malcolm is on the kitchen phone with Francis remirdiq him that it's their dad,s birthday
l,omorrow. FEDcis assures him that he did['t forget and mailed him a pair of slippers.
He hangs up and lalks to the camera about his philosophy or bLthdays. How thcy suck
and how to avoid the pail ofthem sucking. "Birthday's a.e straoge. You basically have
hoaover Ila.Dy you have in your lifaime and before or aAer your last one... you die.
Sooe gift lherc. Wh4t's that, a rswad?' He then rhioks about a binhday thst truly blew
and we FLASHBACK to younger versions of Malcolm, Reese, Dowey and Francis
playing with toys. Discarded wmppiag paper, ribbon and cake and ic! crearn are in
evidence. Young Malcolm suddenly looks in his new glass cage. 'Where's the
p,.thon?!" They start searching the room. WE FIND lois in the bathroom sitting on the
throne. Suddenly she gets a terrifled look oa her fa.r a[d starts a scierm,.. Back to
REAL TIME, we FOI-LOW him into tlle living loom where Hal, Reese and Dew€y are
walching televisioa. Dewey asks his faiier what his favodte birthday ever u,Es. He tells
them about the day a six year old HoI got I baseball signed by Tug Powell a utility
iafelder for the World Champioa 1953 Dodgsrs. He cherished th8t prize, even slept
\rith it - until one moming he woke up to see that his dog had eatsD it. The boys feel
alf,kward about this bitter sweet InoEent. Lois eoters, notices the silcnce and gleaDs that
Ilal must have just finished his bascball story. '"The boy's werc just asking about Ey
favorite birlhday." "Ge1 ovcr it" Hal sta s hinting at l5e fact ttrat lris has abod fiteen
hundred dollars in her mad morpy acclunt, the boys have about five hundred collectively
in t}leir Chrishras Clubs... "Ifyou wero to pool youi rcsourc€s" ...he wads a big screen
television. He exits. The boys rush to mom.,. 'So aJe we going !o Ciicuit City?" 'AI€
you out ofyour minds?" Shc hdrds ttEm a reo dollar bill. 'Tlerc go buy your father
soEethirg dce fo! his birtMay. Ard do!'t shofl chatrge hiD- Spend wery penny. Your
fatber deserves the best."

Scene 2

The tbrse boys arc at the Lucky Aide Pharmacy. Craig is displaying the items or
combioation ofitems the three boys caa buy for Hd with their tcD dollas. Sho€ lac€s,

soap on a rope, exploding golfballs, a orucifix/corkscrew, 'Kitrg ofthe llill' salt and
pepper shakeN, etc. "See alt the terrilic things you oan buy for a saubuck." Dewey likes
everythhg, Rees€ likee the salt and pepper shakers. Nothitrg is good enough fo!
Malcolm. . . Wo'vo got io gct him something mor€ moaningfirl, sometling he'd value.". . ,

until he spots a baseball. The plan begins...



Scone 3

Malcolm, is with Stevie at a school computer. Caroline stands over them, WE SEE the
scrceo firll with Civil Var hfounalior. C€roline explains rrty the Battle ofShilo was
lost and commends the toys for staying after sohool for exha crcdit. When she walks
away, Stevie immediately cleffs the scrgetr aod switches to a s€alch eDgine. He types in
'Tug Powell'. A short biography comes up and as thcy scroll down to, "Currently living
in Van Nuys , Califomia" Stevie quiokly goes to another elgine and finds all Oe
Powells in the Valley. Bingo, only one Tug.

Scene 4

Malcolm, baseball in hand aEd Reese are siepping offabus, soEewhere in the Valley. A
shod WALK AND TAIK ta&es thoD! io the ftatrt ofa housc tbat's ruodo\trn even for a
nrndolvn neighborhood. They apFoach the front gate. The yard overgrowq stre\r,D with
debds. Very evidcd arc finry ramnants ofsmall aaimals. The boy's attqtior tums to
what looks like some shredded poshnau's strcrts. the cause ofthc scene comcs running
aJoutrd tho oomer ofhouse. A huge Rottwieler. Reese uses the philosophy of, "Don't act
ftightercd. They can sease fear." The hourd fiom hsll cb€cks them out and mak€s his
move. Malcollr parics and lhrows the ball at the mutt. The guys take offtowarrls the
door arld start poutrdirg on it. The dog's eyes riyet oD tho ball, be pouoces oa it and
stads tearing it io shrcds. Memories ofHal's childhood trauma come into play. "That
soap on a rcpe is looking pretty gootl" The door op€ns and Malcoln and Reese arc
yanked into. . .

Sc-€tp 5

Thc HOUSE. A wooan in her mid-forties, fairly together fo. he! $nroundiDgs and
holding an assault rifle, stands beforc theE. "I thought you were the manhal. I see you
met my Muffin." Malcllm chimes in, "They're so cutg at thal age." He hrms to the
camera. . . "What was I goirg !o say? Yow dog looked at me like I had pork chop
uodcrwea.r on and we werc all going to be on the eveniog news with bite marks ia my
head aod a stupid aeighbor ssyi[g, 'He was always a quiet dog. K€?t to hims€lf,' I wrot
this autogmph." "Is your father, Tug 8t home?" "You mean my ex-husbaDd." She tells
tbe fellows that she hasr't seetr him in yeals. She heard hc bad medical probleos and is
oow iD ahome. She also tells them where the home is and then imparts some heart felt
advise. "All he left me was Muffn aod that Maverick in the ddveway, I gave himthe
best six moutbs ofmy life. Thare old c.ots tell you they have ooDey - they don't I
spent time withhim. He told me he had all this rctiremeDt Ifyou kids ever marry a
yourger woman. . . make sue you have dough-"

Scene 6

Malcolm and Reese make thefu way DOWN A HALL in the convalosccnt home. They
find the door thcy aro looking for with the names Powell and Burwell, The guys rralt ir
It's a typical room in one ofthese places, two beds, some medical equipment but a little
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homier. In thc comer sits a man in his mid to lat€ sevenlies. He wears a sucater, slippers
alrd rests his chin oo the top ofhis carc as he stares out the window. The boys are right
into it, ovedapping each other with enthusiasm... "lur. Powell, a great honor," "You see,

it's about our father." "See, along time ago u/hen our dad was five, big fao ofyours -
you signed a baseball for him on his birthday." "Best &y evor." "Until a dog ate the
ball." "We can'l get him a special gift so we were wondering..." "Ifyott could come
over for the day and hang out with him." "It would mean a lot to him and you'd get a
gteat home cooked meal - well, a meal out of it." Powell starcs for a loog beat lhen - "I
rhink I remeEber thal, Short fellow, right'? "Yqh, he was five." "I was nevetr that
good a ball player. So, I relnemb€t every autograph, You larow, dqltul it, I'd love to
come to your home." "But aron't you kinda stuck herc?' 'Naw, I'm ambulatory. I'll go
get signed out - you kids Eeet me out Aod." Tug exits. Reese is worried, "Wow, he's
ambulatory. We better stop and get some big diape6."

Scene 7

The didner lable is set for }Ial's birthday- Lois is bringing in tho last of rie sering
dishes. "I have Do idea where Malcolm and Reese could be, they knew about this."
Dewey offers his suggestions. "And I thought Francis was suppose to seod you a gift- I
can't wait any lotrger." She haods a small gii box to Hal who takes it and gives it a
shake. "Doesn't sound like a big screen." '!ust open it." "Maybe it'sjust the r€mote
and it's a two part gift." "Opetr it!" He does. It's soap on a rcpe. "Notjust aoy soap on a
rope. It's soap on a ro?e oflhe montll." She bads Hal the brochule. "Twelve soE s,

onc rope." "Ycah, it's going to be this se€son's Fwbie. Nsxt moDth you get Huckleberry
Mist." *In August I gct to smelt like a se{uoia Pino. I'll havo to invite the oeighbo.s
over to watch me sho\rer." He genui[ely thanks her as Dewey is concemed that his
bothers made the salre choice for their giff- The sliding glass door opens and Malcolrn
and Reesc ex er. Lois chides thsm for not having a giff in their hands. Malcolrn says it's

ght outsidc. "Happy birthday, Dad." Tug Powell timps in. Hal is shmned. "You got
me an old man for my birtklay? Are you boys on the weed right nov/f' "Dad, this is
Tug Powell." Hal, te3rs up. So does Lois. Not becaus€ ofthe momert but b€cause lhe
boys out did her in tho gift department.

Scene 8

The remrants ofdinoer. Everyone is avidly listening to Tug who linishes up a baseball
story. Hal asks Tug to tell them about his favodte time in his oaree!, Tug says he didn't
have much ofa career but his favorite time had to be whea,.. 'My dad, Devcr wanted me
to be a batlplayer. He wanted me to join him in his insurarce business- So he never
carne to any games. lgnored my w ole career, I left a ticket for him but I'd look over al
atl empty scat evcry time. Except for tlat last game of thc Wodd Series. He showod up
ard saw me get a hit Oh, he vas proud ofme - brn he passed way in his sleep tbat night.
Never saw me play again. Nobody ditL I got cut itr the off s€asorl" The group reacts.

"Well,I've got to be getting baak I'1rc home's not so bad. It'd be better ifl got a visitor
o, t1l9o. You just bave to ignore the udne sruell-" Tug looks at his watoh. "I guess it's
safe to go back. By now the aflendsnt is drulk eoougb so he won't abuse my rooErlat€."
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Tug gets up to leavp. Hal immediately asts him to sray the w€ekend. Lois is not surE
about this. Malcolm, iaio tbe carnera, is positive that his dad's birtfulay is going to be the
greaiest one agab. "I thought it would suck as bad as... FLASHBACK to fairly recenuy.
Hal les& a blindfolded Lois into the living room. She's followed by the boys. He has
the curlairr drawn. He reEoves her blindfold and Reese pulls open the curtains. In the
driveway WE SEE a new ca.. Well, it stil bas the gigantic ribbon arouod it but...it's up
on blocks. The doors, stereo, seats, outside mirors ar€ , ssLrg and rhe hood and tru!*
are open

Sccne 9

Hal and Lois are ia bed- "It's rerly geat haviry Tug here ." "All I can say is lhat I'm so
proud ofthe boys. Tbey wont to a lot oft$uble and really came tl[ough for you."
"Yeah, evcn as a kid I lnew there was something spocial about Tug and totright's dimer
provcd it Tlrere's ooly ooe more thing I want." They exchange a look and Hal rcUs oD
top of Lois aod stalb the juices flowing. We see that the bodrcom door is open a crack.
Somcoae is watchiqg lhe sccre- From the OTHER SIDE OF THE DOOR - it's Tug
holdiog himselfup with his cane, n ted exc€pt for box6 shorts.

Act Two

Sc€lo I

Matoolh tums to tha camer& and has anothe! birthday that wert bad FLASIIBACK. WB
SEE what is a yormg Dewey trying to blow out a candle. Hal picks up a snall fish bowl
and pressrfs it to him. The fish bowl is empty. ClrT TO - Lois ilr the kitober emptying
Chinesc take out cadons into a roaring ga6age disposal. As everyore nrrs inio tlrc
kitcheD, WE'RE BACK. . . Malcolm finishes with. . . "But this ooe seems to be u/o*iog
out righteously." He PAssEs THROUGH the living room where Tug is wilh Dewey.
"Dowey you wlnt to learn a great magic trick? All we'll necd is somo money. [93!
money. Do you have a piggy barrk?' 'No," "Do yout mom and dad lrave aly money
around the house for emergencies?" "Yeah." Well, this is an emergsncy. This loagic
trick cao be used in emeigencies, Like when you're broke someday and you need to eat
or have a drink or companiorxhip or a carton of smokcs." Dewey gocs to a book in the
bookcase aod takes out an envelop€. we FLIP TO: A few minutes later. Dewsy is
trying to follow the queen which Tug is expertly hidiDg ia a Thlee-Card-Mode gdre.
It's obvious that Dewey hasn't found lhe quee[ - evc.. His stack of money is almosl
deplercd Tug gives him a five dollar bill and tells him to keep it. 'Don't want you to get
disooumged.,. but you're getting tte hang of it, right?" Deweyjust starEs at hin1

Scene 2

Lois in rhe laundry room of the house rcaoving stu{f &om thc dryer and folditrg iL TW
walks in and watches hel for a beat then rubs past her. I-ois is starded. "I'mjust trying
to get by here." "But this doesn't lead atr)'\f,here. There's no place !o get by to,"
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"Well, here,let mo try again." He rubs up against he! again. t ois ahealc hiE oul A$or
a b€at he gabs at the towels io her arms. "I4t me get those towels for you,' Now she,s
s[.ured, "You touched my b!€ast!" "I did not." "You most aedai ydid." "Didn'L',
Just thetr he cbanges ihe subjoct, "I'vo got to soak my hrnioDs in salt ratcr. Can I use a
stew pot? He stalts to leave, then - 'You know, one ofyour breasts is larger than the
orher. Not disgustingly so. That's a good trail" He oxits with a look to Lois.

Scene 3

Hal is at a baseball card and memorabilia shop. H6's thelc io buy some baseballs and
Tug Powell rookic cards. Ho asks the clerk for them and gets a finmy look. "Why would
you walrt a Tug Powell rookie? They're worth squat" "Well it's sentimental rcally... I
want him to sign them." "l thought he \^,as dead. You know where he is?" "Yes." The
clerk goes to a file cabinet aod pulls out apicture. "That's the 1963 Wo d Champion
Dodgers. It's worth about twenty bucks. Only one ofit's kind. AbsoluGly perfect
exc.pt for one thing. The only signatue missirg ftom ttris photograph is Tug Powell,s,
If I had that, it'd b€ wonh a !q! more." "About how much wou.ld i1 be worth to @ to g€t
it for you?"'Oh, l'd say... maybe... fifteen hun&ed." In Hals' pupils WE SEE the big
screen tv.

Sceno 4

Franois is in the Marlin Academy common roon He gets a phone call. "Francis, It's
Davis Hollander... (covering the mouthpiec€) Isn't he the dude you sent tbat dog crap
to? Fmncis rushes to the phone surrouoded by anxious cadcts. Davis tbar*s him for the
slippers. Strange beoause he ttrought he was pissed that he was taking out his gidfrietrd.
Francis haags up immediately. "Ol, my God! I seot my dad dog ctap for bis binhday."
He furiously dials the phoae. A lot oflaughler Aom his friends. "Don't expecl a thank
you card for that oac."

Scene 5

Back at home Tug is on the phone and looking alLoi.s'Visa card, "...Seveneightfive
two... Expires eleven two thousand lhrEe... aDd I \xant to sp€ak to Little Red
Throbbiaghood.., That's right Wait a s€cond." He clicks over to aDoth$ call waiting.
It's Francis in a panic. Tug is impatieEt to get back to Little Red. "This is a friend... l,m
staying here... NoMy's home... Sure I know lrtat you're talking about. It's in my
room. I sigred for the package this moming." "You've got io throw tie package away.
It's ao emcrgency. Do you undetstand?' 'Yeah, surs thing," He clicks back over -
"Hell-ooo, 1'hrobbinghood... Oe starts fidgeting) Hold on a second. I've got to go,.. No
trot what you think-" Tug rum out obviously having to goto the balhloom. He leaves the
pbone offthe hook. Malcolm ualks in, sees it and picks it up along with his mom's
credit card. 'Tlello." Judging by the widening of his eyes, Little Red has startcd right in
on 'what's in her basket.' As Malcolm continues to listen, l,ois walks in with the mobile
phooe ia her hand and snalches hel c€rd out of Malcolm's hand.



Sc€ne 6

The kids and Iais alc in the kitche! haviry a family meeting. The subject is Tug.
Everyone is talking at once. "I wasa't asting anyonc for a sponge bath and I wasd't
using your credit card." "He made me play with I€al money, mom." "He's qazy." "It
ums all Tug." Bared on l,ois' rec€nt expodonces with the Tugster, she's inclined to
believe the boys. This is aruzing to them since this is a first. She wans the assbole out
right now, Malcolm reasons with he!. ':Do we destoy Dad's birlhday weekend and ruin
his image ofhis boyhood herc." l,ois thinks for a bit. "You boys arc responsiblc fo! him
being here - you have !o tell your fa&ei I want him out." Hal walks in. Everyone is on
him at once complaidng about Tug, Lois leading the cbarge. 'Your birthday present
lried to cop a feet." "Whai?' "l know \rheD a feel is being copped and whetr it's not."
Ha.l doe$'t watrt to upset anything before he gets the signature. "Chances are you
misread what happened, The guy do€sn't have etrough hormoDes left to get a cricket
excited. Even ifhe di4 at his age, consider it a mercy feel." Affer some morc
argurnents, IIal finally tells them about tlle autogaph he needs and tolls them all a big
screen ard maybe a few othe things are in their futurc. 'We just hsve to wait until the
dght time to spproach hiE. I don't l,ant him to get ofeEded." "You doD't want Lb !o
get offendcd?!" Tug enters with a bat - "Which one of you boys wants to say they
sbuck out the gleal Tug Powell?" They all strug - "I guess." The troupe leluctafltly
head

Sa€tre 7

OUTSIDE, Reese is pitchbg to Tug ushg a wiffle ball. Tug tells him to us€ a hard ball.
"Mom wont let us." He embarass€s liem eoough tbx Reese gets the ball aod resumes
pitchitrg. Malcolm and Devey arc kying to ficld his orrad hits, After a few foul balls
aad strikes... He hits a line drivc, by some miracle, right into the side ofthe family dog
who yetps and heads for cover. After some horriblo swings he sends one dght into
Malcolm's stoDach. lle doubles ovsr in pain. WE CUT:

INSIDE, Lois approaches Hal. "Oue more thing goes rrorg and I'm going to kick his
ass." Just therL tlte sliding door shatters and a bqseball rolls to Lois' fe€L CUT:

OUTSIDE, Tug hands the bat to Reese. "Here, hold this." He heads toward the house
with the boys ir tow. CUT:

INSIDE, Lois picks up the ball and... 'Tug!!" She h€ads towsd lhe scene as Tug walks
in though $,Lat used to be the sliding door. "You've got some potontial ballplayers out
there. Strong kids. The oldest boy's got somc power." Tug exits to the guest room.
Iois is in Hal's face. "Do it Egy ." "Okay, but it might souod better coming fiom a kid.'l
Everybody tums to Malcrlrt-

6



Scene 8

"So you sec, Ivk. Powell, it would mea,t a lot to all ofus." "Wow! I've only had tlree
pcaple ask fo! my autograph in my life. Hal, you're now two of them and my
stepdaughter was lhe other." Malcolm chimes in again. "And therc's money involved."
'No kidditrg? Somabody would pay money for lqy autogtaph?" Behind Tug, Hal holds
up two fiogers to Malcolnr- "Two dollars." IIal shakes his head. -Two thousand." No.
"Two... hur.., dred. Two hundred dollars." "I'll do it."

Scene 9

At the base.ball card shop Tug is signing the photograph as rhe clert studies his &iver's
lic.nso to make sure he's the real deal. Hal and the clerk STEP INTO the back room for
the exchange of the big money... BACK in the main shop Hal gives Tug the small
moley. Tbe clerk and Hal exchange a knowing look

ON THE MOVE out to the car Tug sp€aks to fla.l... "Aie you taking care ofyour wifeF
"we get along fine." 'No, Do, no. Are you Bkiog g@ of your wife?" "I think so."
'She touched rne you ktro "I can tell vr'beo someotrejust brushes up against
you by accident,.. but when the fingels are itr massage mode - weU." Thst's it. Hal t€ltg
Tug that he'll have to take lhe bus the rest ofthe way to tlrc horne. Just befoie th€y part
Tug takes the package ftom Fraacis out ofhis suitlase atrd gives it to Hal. -This came
for you yesterday. It's Aom your son. Open it in the cer."

Scene l0

At the horne, Tug ualks into his mom wirh his suitcrse. IIe takes his wallet ftom his
pocket aDd puts it i[ the night staad ofthe bed trext to his. An€r a b€aq an old Ba&
hooked up to IV's, oxygen, cathet€r, md plastic tent is s,heeled ir by two attetrdaots.

ooe ofthe attendants talks to the old mrn. "Back to your bed, Mr. Powcll, r ould you
like some jetl-o?" The other attendaDt addrc,ss t}le man wc thought was Tug, "Hey,
Hank How'ya doin'?" "Great. Had anothcr tetrific weekend" How's lhe baseball
player?' '"The closest thiry he's sesn to a bascba[ is thc growth on his kidney."

Scsne 1l

A FEW DAYS LATER Big party for the new big scre€D television plominerldy
displayed in thc living room. IIal is bar-b.quebg. The Bar-b-que is also new. A few
neighbors are over. Reese is on the phone wio Francis, "The!e's not enough ai!
ftesheners in the world. I wish the Aont seat smelled lite gas again." Evsryone is talking
about the quality ofthe picture. The game is on. It's balftime atrd the scrcen switches to
Sports CenGr. The unouncers give a few scores, a few hightights, then... 'A sad trote io
&e world of baseboll. Utility iofielder with the 63' Mgers, Tug Po\ ell, died today
affer a long illness. He was sevetrty eight" The sceDc swilchos to a LIVE INIERVIEW
at the home with our impostor. Utrder his picture is supercd 'Hank Buwell, roommate'.
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'Yeoh, he was a great guy. Real quiet Kept to himself I guess with all those tubes, I
wouldn't say much cither." The family staras at thq screen in shock. We SMASH CUT
to the card shop and SEE that the clerk is watching the same thing on his ielevision.

Sc€ne 12

Sr'e're CLOSE ON Malcolm who is firiously playhg a video garue. We PULL BACK
as he's walking with the control pad hooked up to the big screen. It is being liftcd by two
big movers. He giyes his lasl thoughts ou bidhdays atrd ths episode. "At least this oDe
didn't tum out as bad as tho ooe three yoars ago." Another FLASHBACK: Hal is puttitrg
used wrapping papcr and boxes into the fueplac€ where ttlc flamcs arc hcating the hearth
atrd home. He puts in a Ether large empty toy box, walches for a beat a.tld q/'alks away.
From OUTSIDE we have a VIF,W ofthe chimney. Aslrcs are being s€Bt into thc air.
One porticula y large pieco of the buming box flies out and WE FOLLOW it util it
lands in a lield. CLrT TO: FOOTAGE ofthe Malibu fires and their affermath. BACK
TO Malcolm as be ties to move will the repossessed appliance being carried towald the
ftont door. The plug firal comcs out ofthe socket and the screetr goes black as does the
episode.

,IUE ENt)


