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I NT. OFFI CE - DAY

A small, concrete brick walled office with schedul es and
public service posters taped to the walls. Twenty-eight year
ol d BEN MJURPHY braces hinself on the desk chair, nervous as
hell. He |ooks through the office wi ndow at the object of
his fear...

THE SCHOOL GYMNASI UM of Boston’s Brookline Preparatory School
for Grls. A bunch of TEENAGE G RLS | ean on gymmasti cs
equi pnent, bored and bitchy.

A stal ky 50i sh woman, PRI NCl PAL MARTELL, |ooks into the
of fice.

PRI NCI PAL MARTELL
How are we doi ng?

Ben gathers his papers, tries to fake it.

BEN
Great. Just about to get started.
|’ ve got the attendance records,
Ms. Welan's | esson plans, sonme of
my own research to supplenent the
gymastics program and -

PRI NCl PAL MARTELL
M. Mirphy, is everything alright?
You look a little...
("sweaty, nauseous”)

unsettl ed.

BEN
No, not at all. This will be
great. I'msure it’s just like

teaching history. Except for the
part where they’ re not | earning
history. O sitting at desks...
O wearing pants.

PRI NCl PAL MARTELL
You |l be fine. These girls
haven’t eaten anybody alive. Yet.

She wal ks out of the office. Ben's panic resumes. He sucks
it up, heads into the gym
| NT. BROOKLI NE PREP GYM - DAY

The girls chat and hang out on the mats, a few doing
stretches. Ben stands nearby with his clipboard.



BEN
Ladi es.

They totally ignore him He tries again.

BEN
Ladi es!

A few of them | ook up

BEN
Hello. I'm M. Mrphy. [1'IIl be
substituting for Ms. Welan until
she recovers fromsurgery. | guess
we' || get started with attendance.

Ben flips through his papers, drops a few, finds the one he’'s
| ooking for, tries to read fromthe list.

BEN
A... A...
A tall, good |looking girl, MARI, speaks up froman especially
bitchy group of girls on the mats.
MARI
Al'tzugary. And we’'re all here.
Don’t bot her.

Ben | ooks around. They’'re not giving hima thing. He |ooks
at his |l esson plan.

BEN
kay. Wiy don't we -

One of Mari’s friends, TARA, speaks up.

TARA
Ms. Welan lets us pick our own
stations.

BEN
Uh -

Bef ore he can say anything, the girls break up into groups,
pi ck their equipnent and get started on exercises. Ben
wanders over to the least intimdating group of girls at the
bal ance beam



BEN
You know the bal ance beam wasn’t
al ways part of gymastics, in fact
it was a late addition to the
sport. The Swedes called it the
Schwebekante, or floating edge, if
you will.

Nobody gives a shit. Ben really starts to get intoit. He
smles to a PLUMP G RL as she struggles to heave herself up
onto the bal ance beam She finally makes it up on the third
try and starts wal king across it.

BEN
And did you know, the first bal ance
beam used in conpetition was only
about three inches wi de? Lucky for
you girls, it was later widened to
four inches, better allow ng
gymasts to focus on the style,
grace and beauty of -

Plunp Grl slips and WHAM  She hits the beamcrotch first
then falls to the mat below | i ke a wet bag of cenent.

BEN
Jesus!

Al'l of the girls cringe. Ben is frozen, practically feeling
the pain hinmself. Plunp Grl slides up to him

PLUWP G RL
Sir, I think I hurt nmy vag-

Ben puts up a hand to stop her fromsaying it, then rips off
a hall pass, hands it over. He can’t even | ook at her.

BEN
You better go see the nurse.
The other girls | ook at each other -- this guy is so easy.
Mari steps up
MARI
Yeah, M. Mirphy, | have cranps.
Ben raises a hand - say no nore -- hands her a hall pass.
BEN
Nur se.

Tara is right behind, holding her chest.



TARA
|”ve got sonme tenderness in -

Ben rips off another hall pass.

G RL
PMS.

ANOTHER 4G RL
Yeast infection.

YET ANOTHER d RL
oitre?

Hal | pass, hall pass, hall pass. The other girls in the
class follow suit. Before any of them even have to say what
supposedly ails them- hall pass, hall pass.

Ben hands out the |last pass, |ooks up. The place is enpty.
He’ s not happy.

BEN
G eat.

EXT. FLOWER SHOP - DAY

An ol d brick building converted into a hip florist shop. Ben
wal ks in the front door.

I NT. FLOWER SHOP - DAY

It’s a shop with nore personality than the typical florist.
Bright col ors everywhere, antiques used for planters, weird

di spl ays, not a carnation in sight. A 20ish skater kid D EGO
wor ks at the counter.

Ben wal ks in, high fives Diego on his way to the back.

DI EGO
Benj am n.

BEN
Hey, she in the back?

DI EGO
Yeah, but don’t go there, nan.
She’s in a neeting.

Ben stops, renenbers.



BEN
The Carlisle Hotel account.
Dl EGO
Yeah.
BEN
How s it goi ng?
Dl EGO
Good, | think. He seens inpressed.
BEN
I can’t believe the old guy' s still
so hands on. | saw a picture of

him|l ast week -

Dl EGO
No, man, not that Carlisle. It’'s
his grandson, Craig. He’'s running
everyt hi ng now.

Ben's ent husiasm sinks a bhit.

BEN
Good for him

They hear voices then the back door opens. Diego grabs a
catal og and pretends he’'s selling Ben flowers.

DI EGO
These are cool. So are these.

SADI E energes fromthe back room She’'s cute, 27, |ess
conservative and a | ot hipper than Ben. She spots D ego and
Ben pretending to do business, and tries not to |augh.

Behi nd her is CRAIG CARLI SLE, 30, confident and wearing
expensi ve everything. Pretty nmuch what Ben was dreadi ng.

CRAI G
We can sit down and tal k about what
we' Il need then plan on a trial run
on the tenth.

SADI E
Per f ect.

He offers his hand.
CRAI G

Sadi e, pleasure to finally nmeet you
in person.



He doesn’t let go of her hand. The guy is snoboth. Ben and
Di ego exchange a | ook, not inpressed.

SADI E
Nice to neet you too, Craig. We'll
tal k next week.

CRAI G
| look forward to it.

Craig wal ks out. Sadi e abandons busi ness node and gets
really excited, kisses Ben.

BEN
How did it go?

SADI E
He’s giving nme a shot at the
account for all of the hotels, not
just the new resort. Nothing s set
in stone yet but as long as | don’t
screw it up...

BEN
O course you won’t. Look at this
pl ace. You're anmazing.

SADI E
You t hink so?

BEN
Cone on. The stuff you did for
that old guy in here yesterday?
Incredible. The guy was in tears.

SADI E
Ben, his wife just died.

BEN
So? Your work inspired himto
explore that grief, to express it,
set it free.

Sadi e just stares at him- you have got to be kidding ne.
Di ego notions for himto just go with it.

BEN
Like a caged bird... like alittle
bird in a cage... Here's the bird,

here are your flowers..

Sadi e | aughs at him grabs her bag from behind the counter.



BEN
What ? |1’ m just saying you don’t
gi ve yoursel f enough credit.

SADI E
I know what you’'re saying and |
| ove you for it.

She kisses himagain. Ben's a little unconfortable with it
in front of Diego.

SADI E

But will you do sonething for ne?
BEN

kay?
SADI E

When you write your weddi ng vows,
can you run them past Joel, or
Eddy, or maybe, | don’t know, nme.
Cause | swear if there’ s one
mention of that caged bird stuff, |
m ght not be able to keep ny lunch

down.

BEN
Wat? It was great. D ego |oved
it, right?

DI EGO

It was sonet hing.
Sadi e | aughs, drags Ben out the door.
SADI E
Goodni ght, Di ego.
INT. BEN' S CAR - N GHT
Ben drives, Sadie in the passenger seat. Ben reaches under
the seat and grabs a FedEx pack, hands it to Sadie. She

i medi ately gets excited.

SADI E
From Kauai ?

BEN
Yep.

She starts ripping it open.



SADI E
Wiy didn’t you open it?

BEN
I was waiting for you

She stops opening the pack, |ooks at him

SADI E
That’'s so sweet.

BEN
I know. Now open it.

She pulls out photos of the Hawaiian Islands, resort photos,
nmenus, naps.

SADI E
Here it is, Wainiha Beach, and the
estate guest house is right up this
pat h, then the gardens, the
waterfall. ©Ch ny God, Ben.

BEN
VWhat ?

Sadi e drops her face in the brochures. Ben stops at a light.

BEN
What ? Was that a good oh ny Cod,
or a bad oh ny God? Sadie?

She | ooks up fromthe papers.

SADI E
It’s perfect.

Ben’'s totally relieved.

SADI E
Ask me again, Ben.

BEN
VWhat ?

She gets the |l ook, starts crawing over to his side of the
car.

SADI E
Ask me if 1'Il marry you on Wi ni ha
Beach, in Hanal ei, Kauai .

Ben’s a bit nervous about the | ap craw ing business.



BEN
kay, Sadie, will you marry ne on -

He tries to read off the brochure.

SADI E
Wai -
BEN
Wi ni ha Beach
SADI E
Hanal ei .
BEN
Hanal ei , Kauai .
SADI E
Yes! Ben, | will marry you. Since

you asked so nicely - tw ce.

She kisses him The |ight changes. A car behind them honks.
Sadi e keeps kissing Ben. He tries to start driving.

BEN
Can’t see. Sadie. Really can't
see here.

EXT. SADI E' S PARENTS HOUSE - N GHT

Sadi e and Ben wait at the front door, FedEx pack in hand.
Sadi e ki sses Ben.

The door swi ngs opens and a big guy in his late 50's, MR
JONES, appears.

MR JONES
What did | tell you about keeping
your hands off ny daughter until
you' re married?

BEN

Sorry, sir. | didn't nean to.
MR JONES

O course you did. Now get in

here.

He sm |l es, shakes Ben’s hand as he pulls theminto the house.
Sadi e ki sses himon the way in.



10.

SADI E
Hi , daddy.

MR JONES
H, sweetheart. You bring ne
anyt hi ng?

Ben pulls a bottle of denlivet out of his jacket. M. Jones
takes it.

MR JONES
You pi cked a good man here, Sadie.
A good nan.

He cl oses the door.

I NT. SADI E''S PARENTS HOUSE - CONTI NUOUS

M. Jones takes Sadie’s jacket. A sweet little old |ady,
GRANDVA JONES wal ks toward them wi th arm out stret ched.

GRANDVA JONES
My little angel.

SADI E
H G andmm.

Grandma keeps wal ki ng past Sadi e and goes right for Ben, hugs
him Ben just goes with it.

BEN
Grandma Jones, is that a new
sweat er ?

He | ooks over at Sadie rolling her eyes at him

GRANDVA JONES
Thank you for noticing, dear.

BEN
How could I not? You |ook |ovely.

Grandma grabs his armand they start down the hall to the
ki t chen.

Sadi e and M. Jones watch them go. Sadie points out the
price tag sticking out the back of Grandma’s sweater. They
bot h I augh and foll ow them down the hall

In the kitchen, MRS. JONES is rushing to pull burning rolls
out of the oven.



11.

MRS. JONES
I know, | know, everything s |ate.
And | ook what |’ ve done.

MR. JONES
Carol, it's fine.

She passes by with a snoking tray of rolls, gives Sadie and
Ben each a kiss.

MRS. JONES
Your father would eat these if |
cooked them two hours too | ong.

GRANDVA JONES
Just |like his father, God rest his
soul .

Ms. Jones drops the tray on the counter, waves the snpke
away. Sadie noves in for a closer |ook.

SADI E
There’s nothing wong with these.

Ms. Jones | ooks at Ben.

MRS. JONES
You sure you want in this famly,
Ben? This is what you have to | ook
forward to.

She holds up a charred roll. Ben |aughs.

BEN
I think | can handle it.

SADI E
Too | ate to back out now.

Sadi e holds up the FedEx envel ope. Ms. Jones gets excited,
pul s off her oven mtts.

MRS. JONES
Is that what | think it is? You
pi cked a pl ace?

Sadi e nods, opens the envel ope. They all gather around her
at the kitchen table.

MR JONES
Am | m ssing sonething?

Sadi e starts laying out the photos on the table.



SADI E
W deci ded on Kauai for the wedding
cerenmony and -

GRANDVA JONES
Kauai ?

SADI E
It’s one of the Hawaii an i sl ands.

GRANDMVA JONES
| thought you would be getting
married here at St. Augustine’s, in
t he church your grandfather built.

SADI E
You know how we want ed sonet hi ng
different, alittle |ess
traditional -

GRANDVA JONES
Yes, but Hawaii ?

SADI E
It's beautiful. Look, G am

She shows her the photos.
GRANDMVA JONES

Isn’t that sonmething. |’ve never
seen a beach that white before.

SADI E
And | ook at the waterfall. The
ceremony will be right over here,

and -

GRANDVA JONES
I only wish I could go.

Sadie’s totally confused, |ooks at her father.

MR JONES
What are you tal ki ng about, nonf?

GRANDMVA JONES
It’s nothing, really. Doctor
Bertrand said |’ mnot supposed to
fly, is all.

MRS. JONES
You didn’'t tell us.
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MR JONES
You said you were fine after your
| ast check up.

GRANDMVA JONES
I didn’t want to worry you

SADI E
G andnma.

GRANDVA JONES
It’s nothing. Just ny heart, you
know, and the osteoarthritis. A
few di zzy spells fromtine to tine.
Not to worry.

She points to the map in Sadi e’ s hand.

GRANDMVA JONES
Is this where the reception wll
be? That’'s beautiful, dear.

Sadi e can’'t continue. She |ooks at G andma Jones.

GRANDMVA JONES
VWat? I1'mfine, | just have to
take it easy. Perfectly normal for

my age.

MR JONES
VWhat if we drive down then go over
by boat ?

GRANDMVA JONES
Don't be silly. You kids go ahead.
Don’t you worry about nme for a
second.
Grandma keeps | ooking at the photos.
Sadi e | ooks at Ben -- help. He doesn’t know what to say.

Sadi e turns back to the photos but can’'t continue. Before
she can say a word, Grandma | ooks off into space.
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GRANDMVA JONES
You know sonet hing? On the | ast
day of your grandfather’s life, he
told ne that what filled himwth
sadness, nore than anything el se,
was that he wasn’'t going to be able
to see his granddaughter wal k down
the aisle of St. Augustine’s, the
church that he helped to build with
his own bare hands.

She grabs Sadi e’s hand, sm | es.

GRANDVA JONES
| told himthat no matter what, a
part of himwould live forever
under the roof of that church, and
t hat when the time cane for your
weddi ng, you woul d wal k proudly
down the aisle. And, at the nonent
when your father reaches out to

[ift your veil, you would feel your
grandf at her’s hands right there
hel pi ng hi m

The rest of the famly is speechless. Ms. Jones w pes a
t ear.

Ben gives Sadie a weak smile, totally unconfortable with the
whol e deal .

Grandma Jones picks up another of the Hawaii photos, |ooks at
it closely.

GRANDMVA JONES
But this is nice. Not to worry.
Maybe he’ Il be with you there too.

She pats Sadie’'s cheek, smles. Sadie |ooks Iike she’s going
to baw .

EXT. SADI E'S PARENTS HOUSE - BACK YARD - NI GHT

Ben consol es Sadie on the back steps of the house. The
Hawai i photos are still in her hand.

SADI E
What are we going to do?

BEN
Get married at your famly’'s
chur ch.
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SADI E
You're sure?

BEN
Yeabh.

SADI E

I"’mreally worried about her. And
ny grandfather’s dying wish - oh ny

God.
BEN
So we’ Il stay close to home and
everything will be fine.
SADI E
Prom se?
BEN

Scout’' s honor

SADI E
You were so not a boy scout.

BEN
Are you kidding? | was |like the
poster boy for scoutliness. Want
to see ne light a fire using a box
of matches, a bottle of kerosene
and your dad’s barbecue?

Sadie finally lets out half a laugh. She | ooks down at the
phot os.

SADI E
Is it selfish of ne to be
di sappoi nted about this?

BEN
No. We'll just have to save Hawai i
for the honeynoon.

SADI E
If we get married at the church,
you know it’ Il end up being bigger
than we wanted. And stuffier. W
nother will insist on everything

being traditional. And-

BEN
W' re doing the right thing.

She hugs him
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SADI E
I love you, Mirphy.

BEN
You better.

He pulls her up and they head back into the house.

I NT. SADI E'S PARENTS HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - NI GHT

M. & Ms. Jones sit in the living roomw th G andma Jones.
Sadi e and Ben appear in the doorway.

SADI E
W’ ve decided to get married at
Sai nt Augusti ne’s.

G andma Jones | ooks up fromher knitting - tears of joy.

EXT. ST. AUGUSTINE' S CHURCH - DAY

An ol d church in the heart of the city.

I NT. ST. AUGUSTINE' S CHURCH - DAY

Ben wal ks down the enpty aisle of the church, blown away by
it all. He |ooks down to Sadie at the other end of the
ai sl e, wal ks back to her.

BEN
This is amazing. Wen was it
built? Thirties? Forties?

SADI E
I think 1940. M grandfather was
17 when they started working on it.

BEN
I ncredi bl e.

SADI E
Isnt it? 1’ve been com ng here so
| ong, sonetines | forget to really

|l ook at it.

Ben spots a scul pture in a corner, goes to touch it. A CHOR
BOY, about 12 years old, appears as if from nowhere.

CHO R BOY
Don’t touch that.
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Ben just about junps out of his skin.

BEN
Jesus, you scared ne.

CHO R BOY
Jesus didn't scare you. | did.

BEN
I know, sorry, | neant -

CHO R BOY
I know what you neant.

Sadi e steps in.

SADI E
Hel | o. | don’t think we've net.
I'"m -

CHO R BOY
Sadi e Jones.

Choir Boy takes her hand, |ooks her right in the eye. A
little too snooth for a 12 year ol d.

SADI E
W have a two o’ clock neeting with
Rever end Frank.

Qut of the corner of his eye, Choir Boy spots Ben |eaning
t oward anot her scul pture.

CHO R BOY
Hey, what did | say about touching?

BEN
Sorry.

Choir Boy marches to the back of the church, suddenly stops.

CHO R BOY
Are you com ng?
Sadi e signals to Ben -- let’s go. They follow Choir Boy down
the hall.

I NT. ST. AUGUSTINE' S CHURCH - BASEMENT - DAY

Choir Boy energes froma back staircase, wal ks through the
basenent with Sadi e and Ben cl ose behind. Ben is nesnerized
by the pl ace.
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Voi ces echo fromdown the hall. Choir Boy stops at an open
doorway, signals themto keep quiet. Ben and Sadie | ook into
t he room

Behol d REVEREND FRANK, in his 50's, looking |ike his clothes
are pulled out of the church I ost & found box. He sits on a
desk at the front of the class, reading to a bunch of YOUTH
GROUP KIDS from a Cosnopolitan nmagazi ne. The kids hang on
his every word.

REV. FRANK
“Dear Cosnmo. | just found out that
ny husband of 22 years has been
cheating on me with his married
secretary, while |I’ve been at hone
taking care of the kids and being
supportive of his working extra
hours every weekend.”

Ben's a little taken aback. He | ooks at Sadie - she’s just
as nesnerized as the kids.

REV. FRANK
“Hal f of nme wants to kill him and
that slut, the other half wants to
do what | can to save ny marriage.
Pl ease tell me what to do.
Sincerely, Hurt and Betrayed.”

Rev. Frank stops reading, |ooks up at the kids.

REV. FRANK
kay ki ds, what do you got?

The kids junp in their seats, every one of themraises a
hand, way too excited. Frank points to a girl in the front.

REV. FRANK
Sar ah.
SARAH
Thou shalt not commt adultery!
REV. FRANK
Good girl. If your wedding vows
don’t mean anything, what’'s the

poi nt ?

Ben | ooks right at Sadie - this is not right. Sadie s too
intoit to notice him

REV. FRANK
VWhat el se?



Frank points to a boy in the back row

REV. FRANK
Tomrmy. Let me hear it.

TOMW
Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s
wi f el

REV. FRANK

Right. When we tal k about

nei ghbors we mean the guy across
the country just as nuch as the guy
down the street. [It’s about
treating all humans the way you'd
want to be treated, am| right?
Now what el se? Manny.

Alittle guy speaks up fromthe front.

MANNY
Thou shalt not kill!

REV. FRANK
That’s right. Sure she wants to
kill her husband, who woul dn't?

But that doesn’t nean she shoul d
actual ly go and whack the guy.

Ben's pretty nuch stunned.

REV. FRANK
Okay, we’ve got one nore.

The ki ds think hard.

REV. FRANK
Cone on. You know this.

He picks up the magazi ne, reads again.

REV. FRANK
“While |’ve been at home taking
care of the kids and being
supportive of his working extra
hours every weekend.”

Every kid' s hand shoots up.

REV. FRANK
Al'l together now

19.
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KIDS & REV. FRANK
Renmenber the sabbath day.

REV. FRANK
And?

Kl DS
And keep it holy!

REV. FRANK
How d you all get so smart? Who's
been drinking the holy water?

He | ooks at the tine.

REV. FRANK
kay, that’s our day.

The kids all start gathering up their stuff.

REV. FRANK
Renenber, next week we’ ve got our
field trip to Suffolk Downs to see
the evils of ganbling first hand.
Save your allowance for that one.

Ben’s jaw drops. Sadie turns to him

SADI E
Isn’t he incredible? You see how
excited these kids are? You should
talk to himabout teaching. 1’ m
sure he’ d have sone great advi ce.

Ben just stares at her.

BEN
G eat.

The last of the kids |leave the room Reverend Frank spots
Ben and Sadie at the door.

REV. FRANK
Is that the happy couple |I see?

He wal ks to neet them at the door.
SADI E
Reverend Frank, this is my fiance,
Ben Mur phy.

Rev. Frank | ooks Ben right in the eyes and holds it for too
long. Ben starts to squirm



Frank turns to wal k down the hall

Rev.

Frank stops at a cl osed door,

REV. FRANK
If you ve read the bible, Ben
Mur phy, you know t hat Benjam n was
the | ast of the Children of Jacob,
born on the road near Bethlehem a
birth that spelled death for his
not her. But, despite Benjamin's
hunbl e begi nni ngs, he went on to do
great things.

REV. FRANK

But you al ready know that, right?
BEN

Actual ly -
REV. FRANK

Wien’s the last time you attended
church?

Ben | ooks at Sadie for help.

BEN
Two nonths, three maybe -
REV. FRANK
Weddi ngs and funerals don’t count.
BEN
Uh -
REV. FRANK
Nei t her do AA neeti ngs.
BEN
| don't -
REV. FRANK

I’ mtal ki ng about voluntarily
putting on your Sunday best,
headi ng to your |ocal place of
worship, sitting your ass in a pew,
belting out a hymm Iike you nmean
it, and really taking it in right
her e.

He pokes Ben in the chest.

turns back to Ben.

21.

signals themto foll ow
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REV. FRANK
How | ong since you did that, Ben
Mur phy? How | ong has it been,

real ly?
BEN
Reverend -
REV. FRANK
Call nme Frank
BEN
It’s been about thirteen years,

Fr ank.

Frank drops his head. Ben |ooks at Sadie in desperation.
Frank finally | ooks up at Sadie, grabs Ben by the shoul der.

REV. FRANK
| like this guy. | do. He m ght
not have anything el se going for
him Sadie, but at |east he's
honest. And that, ny dear, that’'s
a hell of a place to start.

Frank sw ngs open the door to his private office.

I NT. REV. FRANK' S OFFI CE - DAY

It looks Iike a dormroom-- papers, magazi nes, photos, take-
out containers all over the place.

Frank clears sone junk off the chairs in front of his desk
points Ben and Sadie to sit down. He settles in behind the
desk on a | eather recliner.

REV. FRANK
So you want to get married in ny
church, do you?

BEN
Yes. Yes we do.

REV. FRANK
Wonderful . The doors of Saint
Augustine are always open to
Christians seeking a blessing to
t heir union.

BEN
G eat.
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REV. FRANK
Provi ded they neet a few sinple
requirenents.

SADI E
We know we have to get the license
fromthe city, and -

Frank gets suddenly intense, |eans forward.

REV. FRANK
And you have to get a license from
nme.

Ben and Sadie are confused. Frank snmiles and | eans back.
Ben and Sadie relax a bit.

REV. FRANK
We have a Marriage Preparation
program here at Saint Augustine’s.
It’s a prerequisite to any and al
marriage cerenoni es performed in,
on, or around these grounds, by ne
or any other church sancti oned
individual. 1In other words - no
marriage prep, no weddi ng.

SADI E
Is this new? | don’'t think ny
parents did anything like this.

REV. FRANK
| do things a little differently
than the | ate Reverend Carm chael
God rest his soul. One, | don't
take so much wi ne for breakfast
that | pass out half way through
holy comunion. And two, | don't
| et anybody get married in ny
church unless |’ m absolutely sure
t hey’ re ready.

Frank | ooks right at Ben, waits for a response.

BEN
That sounds reasonabl e.

REV. FRANK
Half of all marriages end in
divorce. D d you know that? Half.
It’s a shanme, really.

( MORE)
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REV. FRANK(cont' d)

We're very proud of the fact that
since nmy arrival here at Saint
Augustine’s, our divorce rate has
dropped to 1 in 32. Al thanks to
ny marriage preparation course.

SADI E
That’ s amazi ng.

Frank gets up, wal ks around the desk in front of them

REV. FRANK
That it is, Sadie. That it is.
Were else in life can you score
odds that good? It’'s as close as
you' || ever get to a guarantee of a
[ifetime union.

He puts a hand on both of them I|eans in close.

REV. FRANK
And isn’t that why you' re here?
Isn't it? To be joined in
mat ri nony, not for a day, not for a
year, but for a lifetime? Forever?
Isn’t that what we all want? The
security of knowi ng that no matter
what happens, we will be |oved for
the rest of our days? 1Isn’t that
why life is truly worth Iiving?
Isnt it?

He waits for an answer.

SADI E
Yes.

Ben nods, totally scared.

REV. FRANK
Then let’s sign you up!

Frank starts digging in his desk for papers. Sadie |ooks at
Ben.

REV. FRANK
Just a bit of paperwork to get out
of the way before you can begin the
marriage preparation course. 1’11
need you both to sign liability
wai vers.

He hands them each long legal forms with plenty of fine
print.



25.

REV. FRANK
Nanes and social security nunbers
at the top. Initial by the death
and di snenber nent cl ause, sign and
date the bottom

Sadi e and Ben | ook at each other, then at Frank.

REV. FRANK
It’s our board of directors. Ever
since Ms. Moral es broke her pelvis
on the front steps. You know how
it is.

SADI E
O course.

She signs her form notions for Ben to do the sanme. Frank
di gs out nore papers from his desk.

REV. FRANK
And we’'ll need a bl ood test from
each of you

He hands them each another paper. Ben hesitates before
taking it.

REV. FRANK
Rel ax, son, | said blood test, not
urine sanple.

BEN
No, | -

Ben | ooks to Sadie for help. Frank starts tapping out
nunbers on the cal cul at or

REV. FRANK
And then there’ s the deposit for
t he church booki ng, danmage deposit
for the course, non-parishioner fee
for Ben, nmandatory donation to the
Sai nt Augustine’s orphans fund,
plus tax, for a total of four
t housand and fifty-three dollars,
twenty six cents.

Ben i s shocked. Sadie grabs his hand, smles.
REV. FRANK

And | ast but not |east, the
application form
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Frank heads to a cabinet, pulls out two stacks of paper the
si ze of tel ephone books, hands them over.

REV. FRANK
If you can have these filled out by
t onorr ow pl ease.

Ben and Sadie | ook at the stacks of paper in their hands,
then at each other. Jesus.

Frank opens the door, points themout to the hallway.

REV. FRANK
We begin tonorrow at nine a.m
West parking |ot.

Ben and Sadie walk into the hall with their stack of papers.

REV. FRANK
And you do renenber the el eventh
conmandnent, don’t you?

Ben and Sadi e have no cl ue.

REV. FRANK
Thou shalt not be | ate.

He swi ngs the door shut in their faces.

EXT. ST. AUGUSTINE' S CHURCH - DAY

Ben and Sadi e | eave the church, application forms in hand.
Ben stops at the top of the stairs.

BEN
This marriage preparation course.
What do you figure? W talk about
why we want to get married, |earn
some bi bl e passages, that kind of
t hi ng?

SADI E
Pr obabl y.

BEN
| can handle that. You?

SADI E
I think so.

BEN
W doing this?
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Sadi e sm | es.

BEN
God hel p us.

They head down the stairs.

EXT. SUBURBAN HOUSE - DAY

A typical mddle class suburban fam |y home. Four KIDS run
around the back yard scream ng and beating each other wth
pl astic toys.

Ben sits on the back porch next to his friend JOEL who dri nks
a beer and | ooks |ike he’s watching the kids but he' s kind of
staring at nothing. Ben flips through the marriage prep
application forms.

BEN

kay, this stuff - “location of
birth, names of parents, attending
physician” - no big deal. But then
get this - “date of |oss of
virginity, names and | ast known
addresses of all previous sexua
partners”? Is this normal ?

Joel’'s wife SHELLY cones out the house and heads for the kids
in the yard.

SHELLY
Jesus, Joel, are you even watching
then? Hi, Ben.

BEN
Hey Shel .

She pries a kid' s head out fromunder the fence, w pes off
the dirt.

BEN
(to Joel)
Did you have to do any of this
bef ore you got married?

Joel watches Shelly drag a bag of soil over to fill the hole
under the fence. The kids run around |ike maniacs. Joel
takes a deep breath, just stares at them
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JCEL
To tell you the truth, man, | can't
remenber anything frombefore | got
married. It’s like a black hole.
Was | single once? | don't know.
Al I knowis this that’s nmy wife.
Those are apparently ny kids.
That’s ny 17 hp John Deere. And
this is my beer. 1t’s cold.
Everything else, ny friend..
everything else is just a big blur.

Ben | ooks at his application form again, goes to ask
sonmet hing el se, thinks better of it.

BEN
| better get going if I’"mgoing to
finish this thing tonight.

JCEL
You need hel p?

Ben gets up, shakes his hand.

BEN
No, |’ m good.

Joel doesn’'t let go of Ben’s hand - please don't |eave ne.
One of his kids crawms up onto his lap. Joel snaps out of
his daze and doesn’t seemto mnd at all.

JCEL
See you | ater, man.

Ben smles at him waves to Shelly, wal ks out of the yard
with his application papers.
I NT. SADI E'S APARTMENT - DAY
Sadie is stretched out on her bed, |ooking at the
application. She flips to a mddle page, reads, |laughs for a
second - then the horror of it sets in.
SADI E

Oh ny Cod.

INT. KINKO S - N GHT

Ben is at the copy counter, reading fromthe application and
pul l'ing papers froma file box and handing themto a COPY
Q.
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BEN
Two copies of birth certificate,
one copy each of report cards
ki ndergarten through graduation
swi mm ng exans, coll ege degree,
voter registration, driver’s
i cense, vehicle and/ or homeowner’s
i nsurance, |ease, tenancy agreenent
or nortgage docunents for current
resi dence.

A few other KINKO S EMPLOYEES start to gather around.

BEN
Incone tax returns for the past ten
years, credit report, medical -

CoPY CUY
Are you applying for the CIA man?

BEN
No.

Ben digs into the box again, |ooks up and sees them al
staring at him

BEN
I"’mgetting married.

The Kinko’s guys try to keep straight faces. The guy on the
end just about loses it.
I NT. SADI E'S PARENTS HOUSE - NI GHT

M. and Ms. Jones are asleep. The phone rings. Ms. Jones
reaches out and picks it up, barely awake.

MRS. JONES
Hel | 0?

I NT. SADIE'S APARTMENT - NI GHT

Sadi e sits on her bed in a ness of papers, talking on the
phone in a panic.

SADI E
What year did | get lice at summer
canp?
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I NT. SADI E'S PARENTS HOUSE - N GHT

MRS. JONES
VWho the hell is this?

EXT. SADI E'S APARTMENT - MORNI NG

Sadi e opens the door to find Ben | ooking Iike hell. He holds
up his conpleted application form Sadie |aughs, totally
exhaust ed, kisses him

EXT. ST. AUGUSTI NE' S CHURCH - PARKI NG LOT - DAY

Reverend Frank | eans against an old station wagon, drinking a
coffee and reading a newspaper. He spots Sadie and Ben at
the edge of the parking lot. He checks his watch, yells out
to them

REV. FRANK
2.5 seconds to get here or you're
late and it’s all over before we
even begin.

Sadi e and Ben | ook at each other, not quite sure what to do.

REV. FRANK
2.1, 2..

Sadi e and Ben start running and just about kill thensel ves
getting to Frank’s car.

REV. FRANK
Actual ly you had about five
m nut es, but nothing nmakes you feel
nore alive than a good norning run.
Am | right?

He grabs their applications as they catch their breath.

REV. FRANK
Deposi t?

Sadi e hands hima check. Frank holds it up to the sun |ike
he’ s checking for the waternmark.

REV. FRANK
You wouldn’t rip off the Lord now,
woul d you?

Ben and Sadi e shake their heads.
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Frank pockets the check then holds up the application forns.

REV. FRANK
You answered everything truthfully,
didn't | eave anything out?

BEN
It’s all there.

REV. FRANK
And you’'re sure you're ready? |

assure you, ny narriage preparation

programis not for the feint of
heart. Sone people don’'t even

survi ve.

Ben |l ets out a nervous | augh, | ooks at Sadie.

REV. FRANK
Last chance to back out,
say in the marriage biz,

or, as we
speak now

or forever hold your peace.

Sadi e and Ben don’t say a word.

REV. FRANK

Then let’s go for a drive.

Frank throws the keys to Sadie.

REV. FRANK
Shot gun!

Frank runs around to the passenger side.

as she gets in the driver’s seat.
t he back.

I NT. FRANK' S STATI ON WAGON - DAY

Sadi e shrugs at Ben
Ben reluctantly gets in

Frank flips through the application forns as Sadie drives.

REV. FRANK

Today’ s | esson - comuni cati on.
Absol utely the nost inportant part

of a marriage.

If you don’t have

good comuni cation, you re dooned

fromthe start.
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Frank | ooks up fromthe applications, notions for Sadie to
turn onto a country road.

REV. FRANK
It sounds like a sinple concept -
comuni cating - but it’s much nore
conpl ex than you would think. You
see you have verbal communication -
tal king, talking, talking like
this. “Hello Ben, how was your
day?”. “Worst day of ny life,
Sadi e, thank you, and how was
yours?” Verbal communication
Then you have non-verba
conmuni cation, Sadie rolling her
eyes when Ben says sonet hi ng
stupid, Ben holding his hand like a
fag when he's feeling threatened,
t hat ki nd of thing.

Ben goes to protest but he's just stunned. Frank points
Sadie to turn left on a dirt road.

REV. FRANK
Pull over there by the dead pi geon.

Sadie pulls over to the side of the dirt road, stops. Frank
| ooks up fromthe application forns, turns to Ben in the
back.

REV. FRANK
Now Ben, woul d you consi der
yoursel f a good comuni cat or ?

BEN
I don’t know. | guess so.
REV. FRANK

Oh, conme on
Frank hol ds up Ben’s application.
REV. FRANK
You didn't get to be president of
the history club by tal king out
your ass, now did you?
Ben lets a little bit of pride show

BEN
No.
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REV. FRANK
There we go. And Sadie, am| right
in thinking that of the two of you,
Ben is the better listener, and you
are better at conmunicating your
own needs?

SADI E
Probabl y, yes.

REV. FRANK
Then let’'s see if we can't even
things out a bit. Ben, do you
t hink you can direct Sadie to drive
down to that farm house?

Frank points to a rundown house way off in the distance.

BEN
| guess so.

Sadi e nods - she’s ganme. Frank signals her to pull back onto
the road. She starts driving slowy.

REV. FRANK
Then let’s begin. She will only
act when you tell her to, Ben, so
it’s entirely up to you from here
on. Can you handl e that?

BEN
O course.

REV. FRANK
How about if she’s blindfol ded?

Frank reaches over and puts a blindfold over Sadie s eyes as
she drives. Sadie |aughs nervously and goes with it. Ben
starts to get nervous.

BEN
Oh ny Cod.
REV. FRANK
Conmmuni cation will save you, son

Ben sees he has no choi ce.

BEN
Okay, Sadie, you're doing great
honey. Just keep doing what you're
doi ng.
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REV. FRANK
Isn’t this beautiful? Two people
in love...

BEN

Left, honey. A little bit left.

REV. FRANK
Wor ki ng toget her as one..

BEN
Not that left.

REV. FRANK
Communi cating as if their very
lives depended on it.

BEN
Good, good. You're doing great.
REV. FRANK
Qut here in God s country. It
warnms the soul, I'"mtelling you
Al nost brings a tear to mne eye.
Frank reaches over and floors the gas pedal. The car starts
flying down the road, dust flying up everywhere.
BEN
Oh ny God!
SADI E
Ben! Tell ne what to do here.
BEN
Right, a bit right. This is crazy.
SADI E
Ben!
BEN

We're going to die!
Frank points at his collar, totally calm

REV. FRANK
I don’t know about you, son, but
|’ve got a free pass to heaven
right here. [1’mgood no matter
what, but if | were you...

He points at the road.
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SADI E
Ben! | need you!

BEN
Right! Mre right! There's a turn
ahead, oh ny God! Right! Right!
Rl GHT!

They fly around the bend and there’s a flock of sheep in the
road.

BEN
STOP!

Sadi e slanms on the brakes and Ben is thrown fromthe back
into the front seat, hitting his head on the dashboard. He
ends up spraw ed on the front seat, |ooking up at Frank.
Sadi e pulls off her blindfold.

REV. FRANK
What did we |earn today?

Sadi e touches Ben's forehead. He cringes, |looks at Frank in
di sbel i ef.

REV. FRANK
One - communication is a tw way
street. If one of you isn't
hearing the other, it’s both your
fault. Two - if your partner is
doi ng sonething that is putting
either of you in danger, tell them
to stop. And three, for God s sake
if you learn nothing else, do
remenber this -- always wear your
seat belt.

Frank gives themboth a big smle. They can’t believe it.

I NT. BEN S APARTMENT - DAY

Sadie tries to ice Ben's forehead - now a huge welt. Ben is
losing it, pacing the room

BEN
The guy is nuts, Sadie. Wen he
sai d sone people don’t survive
marriage prep, he neant it.

SADI E
No, he didn’t nmean survive survive.
Did he?
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Ben points at his forehead.

BEN
He nmeant it!

Sadi e starts to get upset.

SADI E
What are we going to do? W're in
the course now W can't get
married at that church w thout
finishing it. W can't go back on
our promse to ny G andma.

Ben wal ks over to Sadie, calns down a bit.

BEN
W'l talk to her tonorrow at
[ unch, tell her how crazy Reverend
Frank is. She won’'t want either of
us involved in sonmething like this.
She’ I'l understand why we have to
find another place to get narried.
O course she will.

SADI E
But she has her heart set on St.
Augustine’s.

BEN
Wen we tell her what’'s really
goi ng on, how could she not
under st and?

Sadi e smles, hugs him

EXT. SADI E' S PARENTS HOUSE - DAY

Ben and Sadi e knock on the door. No answer. They hear
| aughi ng com ng from behi nd the house.

SADI E
They nust be out back.

As they wal k around the side of the house, the |aughing gets
| ouder. Ben unlatches the gate into the back yard and stops.

SADI E
VWhat ?
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She | ooks to the yard where M. Jones, Ms. Jones and G andma
Jones are having an afternoon cocktail. Their guest --
Rever end Frank.

SADI E
Oh ny Cod.

Frank spots them at the gate, beckons them over.

REV. FRANK
Speak of the devil. Come on, you
two. | was just telling your

fam |y about our fabulous drive to
the country yesterday.

MRS. JONES
Quite a day you had.

GRANDVA JONES
I wish I could have had that nuch
fun getting ready for ny weddi ng.

M. Jones gets up with his enpty drink glass, wal ks past them
on his way to the house. He stops and | ooks at Ben’s head
injury, not inpressed.

MR JONES
| understand you don’t wear a seat
belt, son. | hope you | earned your
| esson about bei ng reckl ess.

BEN
Yes, sir.

MR JONES

That’s ny little girl you ve got
there. Understand?

BEN
Absol utely.

M. Jones smles, calls back to the yard.

MR, JONES
Anot her Bl oody Mary for you,
Reverend Frank?

REV. FRANK
Are you twisting ny arm Walt?

MR. JONES
| believe | am
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FRANK
Then you might as well make it a
doubl e.

Frank holds up a little hors d' oeuvres basket.

REV. FRANK
And see if there are any nore of
these crab tartlets in there.
(to Ms. Jones)
Incredi ble, Carol. Absolute
perfection.

Ms. Jones giggles |like a school girl.

MRS. JONES
Oh st op.

G andma Jones | ooks at Reverend Frank adoringly.

Ben and Sadie | ook at each other -- we are so fucked.

EXT. CTY STREET - DAY

Sadi e wal ks down the street with her friend KAREN, coffees in
hand.

SADI E
I"’mtelling you, as far as ny
famly is concerned, Reverend Frank
m ght as well be the second com ng.
There is no tal king them out of
this now

They stop at a travel agency, head inside.

I NT. TRAVEL AGENCY - DAY

Sadi e and Karen wal k up to the counter. An AGENT on the
phone waves to Sadie, gives her the just a second signal.

KAREN
You shoul d el ope.

SADI E
Don’t think we haven't thought
about it. But |I can't do that to
them Tenpting, but when it cones
down to it...



39.

Sadi e shakes her head. The AGENT arrives at the counter,

hands her

Sadi e and

an envel ope.

AGENT
You're all set.
SADI E
That’s it?
AGENT
Tickets, itinerary, local trave
vouchers, map of Kaui. It’s al

there. Have a great honeynoon.

SADI E
Thanks.

Karen head for the door.

KAREN
Last chance to change your tickets
and do the elope thing. You can
skip town right after your
bachel orette party. How about it?

Sadi e | aughs, swats her with the tickets.

I NT. BROOKLI NE PREP G RLS SCHOOL - GYMNASI UM -

SADI E
Stop it.

Ben wal ks into the gym The girls are all lying around on
the mats chatting.

BEN
Excuse ne.

Nobody budges.

BEN
Hey!

The girls ook at him a bit surprised.

BEN
The first five mnutes of class, as
you well know, is for warmup. |If

I’mlate getting in here, that
doesn’t nean it’s a free for all.
It means what it always neans -
warm up. Any questions?



40.

The girls just stare at him Mari, the bitchy girl, raises
her hand.

MARI
Yeah, |ike, what happened to your
head?

Ben’s totally annoyed. He spots Principal Martell sunmoning
himto the door. He heads over to her.

PRI NCI PAL MARTELL
I’msorry, M. Mirphy. I|I'mafraid
there has been a fam |y energency.
We received a call asking you go to
t he energency room at Saint Paul’s.

Ben’'s face goes white.

PRI NCl PAL MARTELL
Go ahead. "Il take the cl ass.

Ben runs out.

I NT. ST. PAUL’S EMERGENCY ROOM - DAY

Ben runs into the energency room spots Sadie running in the
ot her door.

BEN
What’ s goi ng on?

SADI E
| thought you’ d know.

Reverend Frank saunters over with a coffee.

REV. FRANK
Wel come to Saint Paul’s, ny little
| ovebi rds.

BEN

You did this?

REV. FRANK
Did what? Got you out of work for
the afternoon? You can thank ne
later. Right nowl’'d |ike you to
neet a friend of nine.
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He turns them around and points to the ER desk at the other
end of the room manned by a 50i sh hefty woman - NURSE
BORMAN. She’s frightening. Frank raises a hand and gets her
attention. She yells back across the ward.

NURSE BORMAN
ARE THOSE THE BREEDERS?

Everybody in the ward turns and stares at them Nurse Borman
beckons them over.

NURSE BORVAN
Thi s way.

Frank points Sadie and Ben toward her.

REV. FRANK
Have fun, Kkids.

Sadi e and Ben start wal ki ng across the ward.

SADI E
Is it too late to make a run for
it?

BEN

I think she’d rather snap our necks
wi th her bare hands than let us
escape alive.

Ben | ooks back at Frank who right now | ooks nore appealing
t han Nur se Bor man.

I NT. ST. PAUL’S MATERNI TY WARD - DAY

Nur se Borman ushers Ben and Sadi e t hrough doubl e doors and
into a prep area.

NURSE BORMAN
Wel come to Saint Paul’s maternity
ward. Birthplace of approxi mately
4142 babi es each year. That’s
al nrost ei ghty babi es each week,
el even or so babies per day, one
about every two hours and -

They hear a blood curdling screamin the distance.

NURSE BORMAN
One of those any m nute now.



42.

She takes themto the sinks, starts scrubbing, signals them
to do the sane. Ben and Sadie are a bit confused, but they
go withit.

NURSE BORMAN
If you ve seen childbirth on
tel evision, you know that the woman
usual Iy goes into labor in the
m ddl e of a Tupperware party,
husband drives her to the hospital,
wi fe does sone huffing and puffing,
and out cones a beautiful baby that
| ooks just |ike daddy.

She finishes scrubbing, puts her hands up. Another NURSE
sl aps robes and nmasks on the three of them

NURSE BORMAN
This is the real world. And if |
had a nickel for every tinme a baby
cane out | ooking nothing at al
i ke daddy, |’ d be sunbat hi ng
topless in St. Bart’s and sure as
hel | not working here.

She heads to a door, beckons themto follow

NURSE BORMAN
Here’ s what they never show you on
Littl e House on the Prairie.

She kicks a lever on the floor. The doors fly open and she
charges through. Ben and Sadie foll ow

It’s madness. Nurses rushing around, wonmen screamn ng,
t echni ci ans rushing through with equi pmrent on wheels.

They pass by a room where a woman i s breathing through her
contracti ons.

NURSE BORMAN
Labor can |l ast anything froma few
hours to days, and it’s no picnic.

She grabs Ben’s hand, pulls a finger back.

BEN
Oow

NURSE BORMAN
A woman in |abor wouldn't even
notice something Iike that.

( MORE)
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NURSE BORMAN( cont ' d)

You do not know pain until you' ve
gi ven birth.

They pass anot her room where a huge needle is being inserted
into a woman’ s back while she screans.

NURSE BORMAN
Course there’s drugs, so you should
figure out how you feel about that
bef orehand, then be ready to throw
t hat decision right out the w ndow
when the pain really kicks in.

They pass anot her room where a woman in | abor screans at her
husband.

WOVAN
YOU DID THIS TO ME! | SAID WE
SHOULD ADOPT BUT NO, YOU SELFI SH
MOTHERFUCKER

Nurse Borman stops in front of another room where | abor
fully in progress. There are about a dozen hospital staf
st andi ng around.

S
f

NURSE BORMAN
If you re shy, get your tubes tied
now and call it a day. A woman in
| abor |ies naked nost of the tine
whil e a dozen strangers - nurses,
med students, ob-gyn’s and
pediatricians stand there with a
front seat view of, you guessed it,
her vagi na.

She keeps wal ki ng through the maze of hospital workers
rushing around. Sadie and Ben follow - now pretty freaked
out .

NURSE BORMAN
These people are in charge of
everyt hing from keepi ng the baby
alive to keeping nomalive to
Wi ping up the ness - and let ne
tell you sonething -

She turns back to Sadi e and Ben.

NURSE BORMAN
It ain"t a delivery unless one of
you or both of you shits your
pants.
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She keeps wal king, signals themto follow They pass a
wi ndow where a baby is being born. Ben and Sadi e wat ch,
mesneri zed.

NURSE BORMAN
Beautiful isn't it? Here s the
reality. You don’t squeeze
somet hing the size of that out of
you without a lot of this -

She grabs Ben’s gown with two hands at the neck and RIPS it
right down the mddle. The raw sound of it sends shivers
right down their backs. Sadie cringes. Ben starts |ooking a
bit weak in the knees.

More screans from down the hall
A LAB TECH wal ks past themwi th a placenta in a jar.

NURSE BORMAN
Pl acenta, com ng through. Watch
your sel ves, people. Fresh, warm
afterbirth on the nove.

And that’'s it. Ben hurls into the corner

NURSE BORMAN
Buck up, kid. It’s the mracle of
life.

EXT. ST. PAUL’ S HOSPI TAL - DAY
Sadi e hel ps Ben out of the hospital. He s |ooking green.

SADI E
Deep breaths. Cone on

BEN
I"mfine.

Reverend Frank waits for themon the front steps eating a
j uicy burger.

REV. FRANK
Wasn’t that a good tine?

SADI E
It was interesting.

REV. FRANK
And now the real fun begins.
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Frank goes to dig in his pockets but can’t manage with the
burger. He hands it to Ben to hold. Ben tries not to | ook
at it, or snell it.

Frank pulls 2 cell phone/pagers out of his pockets, hands
t hem each one.

REV. FRANK
Baby pagers. When it goes off,
it’s going to sound like a crying
baby, |ike this.

He pull s anot her phone out of his pocket, hits a button.
Sadi e’ s phone starts making the sound of a crying baby. It
gets | ouder and | ouder.

REV. FRANK
When t hat happens, | need you to
open it up, speak directly into it,
sayi ng everything on this card.

Frank hands them each a card.

REV. FRANK
And yes, | will be on the other
end. | can hear you. God can hear

you. No cheating. No matter where
you are, no matter what you're
doing. Having kids is a full tine
job. Understand?

Sadie is a bit confused, but goes with it.

SADI E
kay.
REV. FRANK
Ben?
Ben nods, still queasy.
REV. FRANK

I’ mnot hearing nmuch enthusi asm
fromyou there, Benjamnm n.

BEN
Yes.

Frank grabs his burger back from Ben, takes a huge bite.

REV. FRANK
Wl cone to the world of parenting.



He | eaves. Ben sits down on the steps.

BEN
This is crazy.

Ben points to the hospital

BEN
That - that woman - oh ny God. And
I do not need a pager to teach ne
how to take care of kids. What's
the big deal? W have years to
figure this out.

SADI E
Year s?

BEN
Once | have a permanent teaching
job, and you -

SADI E
What exactly do you mean by
“years”?

BEN

| don’t know. Eight?

SADI E
What !

Ben qui ckly backpedal s to cal m her down.

BEN
Five. Maybe five? Wat’'s the
hurry? | thought your business
was the big priority.

SADI E
It’s the 21st century, Ben. Wonen
do both, you know. | want to start

a famly soon, not in five years.
Sadi e starts getting upset.

BEN
Sadi e, Sadie, it’'s okay.

SADI E
Wth at least a year and a half in
bet ween them al I .
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BEN

Al'l? How many are you thinking?
SADI E

Four, five, | don’t know.

Ben i s shocked. Sadie' s too upset to notice.

SADI E
| grew up as an only child and
swore |I’'d never let ny kids live
i ke that.

Ben npbves over toward her

BEN
Hey, it’s okay. W can talk about
this later.

SADI E

When? When are we going to talk
about this? W’'re getting married
in three weeks and we haven’t

tal ked about any of this stuff.
It’s a big deal to ne. A very big
deal. | thought you | oved kids and
wanted lots of themjust |ike | do.

BEN
| do. Sure.

SADI E
It doesn't seemlike it.
Seriously, Ben, it doesn’t seem
like you re ready for any of this.

Ben is about to plead nore when his baby pager goes off.
He’s about to ignore it but Sadie glares at him [It’s now or
never.

He pulls the card out of his pocket, looks at it, cringes,
then | ooks up at Sadie waiting. He opens up the phone and
goes for it - totally unconfortable with every word of it.

BEN
Hey ny little kooky koo koo.
Daddy’ s here to take care of your
little poo poo.

He | ooks up at Sadie. She alnobst cracks a smle. He keeps
readi ng.
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BEN
Poopsi e doo doo. Poopsie doo doo.
Who | oves you? Daddy |oves you.
Yes | do, ny little kooky koo koo.

Sadi e | aughs, goes to kiss him Ben stops her, points to his
nout h, then to the hospital

BEN
| don’t know if you want to do that
before | brush nmy teeth.

SADI E
Good poi nt .

I NT. YOGA STUDI O - DAY

Sadi e, Karen and another friend NINA are about to start yoga
cl ass.

SADI E
I don’t know, it’'s like |I’m seeing
a side of Ben | never knew. |
never thought he was so -

KAREN
W nmpy ?
SADI E
That' s har sh.
KAREN
But kind of true.
SADI E
You shoul d have seen himat the
hospital. | kept thinking, is this

how he’s going to be when |’ m
giving birth to his child?

NI NA
So he can’t handl e the sight of
bl ood.
SADI E
O just about anything el se
unpl easant. Honestly, | |ove the

guy, but he’'s really not handling
this marriage preparation course
like I thought he woul d.
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I NT. BEN S APARTMENT - DAY

Ben is watching golf on TV with his friend EDDY

EDDY
How s that marriage class thing
goi ng?

BEN
Fi ne.

They both keep watching the gane.

EXT. CEMETARY - DAY

Rev. Frank conducts an outdoor funeral. An ELDERLY LADY
weeps off to the side, conforted by her famly.

REV. FRANK
Bl ess, we pray, this grave
as the place where the body of
Leonard Sherman, your servant,
may rest in peace. Anen.

Frank | ooks over at Choir Boy who nods back at himand opens
up his prayer book. Tucked in the book is the cell phone.
Choir Boy hits a button.

I NT. BROOKLI NE PREP G RLS SCHOOL - GYMNASI UM - DAY

Al of the girls sit around watching a girl struggle through
a routine on the uneven bars. Ben stands cl ose enough to
spot her. |It’s dead quiet.

Ben’ s baby pager goes off. Al the girls |ook around. Ben
tries to ignore it but the crying keeps getting |ouder and
| ouder.

The girl on the bars stops her routine, hangs fromthe bars.

G RL
That’ s com ng from your pocket.

BEN
It’s nothing. Just ignore it.

He pulls the pager out of his pocket, tries to shut it off
but can’'t.
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G RL
That’ s real |y annoyi ng.

Ben backs up, heads over to the corner of the gym opens up

t he phone, takes the card out of his pocket and starts to
read quietly. The girls watch himand [ augh. Mari yells out
to him

MARI
M. Mirphy, did you say something?

Ben | oses his patience, turns around.

BEN
It’s none of your business!

The girls laugh quietly.

I NT. ST. AUGUSTINE' S CHURCH - FRANK' S STUDY - DAY
Ben and Sadie are seated as Frank stands nearby.

REV. FRANK
Sex. Sex, sex, sex, sex, sex. And
I"lIl say it again - sex. Yes, Ben
and Sadi e, you heard me. Sex. One
of the nost inportant parts of a
healthy marriage is a healthy sex
life. Now what does that mnean
exactly - a healthy sex life? You
may be wondering - how can you
judge that when every person, every
couple is different? Very sinple.
A sex life is healthy when both of
you are getting your needs net.
Fai r enough?

Ben and Sadie nod - Sadie a | ot nore confortable than Ben.

REV. FRANK
Ben, how woul d you say your sex
life is?

Ben totally does not want to answer. Frank and Sadi e just
ook at himand wait. Finally -

BEN
Good.

REV. FRANK
Then | guess you’re going straight

to hell.
( MORE)



REV. FRANK(cont' d)
That, nmy friend, was a trick
guestion. \Where in the bible does
it say that it’s acceptable to have
sex before marriage?

BEN
Uh -

Frank pats Ben on the back

REV. FRANK
I"’mjust nmessing with you. Rule
nunber one of a good sex life.
Stop being so serious.

Ben forces a smile, goes along with it.

REV. FRANK
W' re going to try a little
exerci se.

Frank turns the chairs so Ben and Sadie are facing each
ot her.

REV. FRANK
Now an essential part of intinmacy
i's what? Comuni cation. You
renenber the comruni cation | esson,
don’t you, Ben?

BEN
How coul d | forget.

REV. FRANK
That’'s what | |ike to hear.

Frank sits on the desk half way between the two of them

REV. FRANK
Now Sadie, 1'd like you to start us
off. Look at your partner and
conplete the sentence, “I like it
when...” Can you do that?

SADI E
I think so.

She | ooks at Ben, smles.

SADI E
| like it when... you caress ne.

51.
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REV. FRANK
Good girl. Excellent. Now Ben
your turn

Ben coul d not be nore unconfortable. He |ooks up at Frank
waiting on the edge of the desk, then he sees Sadie smling
at him

BEN
I like it when... we cuddl e?

REV. FRANK
Stop, you' re enbarrassing yourself.
Cuddle? | like it when we cuddl e?

Get up.

Frank pulls Ben out of his seat and points himto the chair
in the corner. Frank takes Ben's seat, noves it up a few
inches closer to Sadie.

REV. FRANK
kay Sadie, go again. Let’s show
your fiance how it’s done.

Sadi e aughs a bit, gets brave.
SADI E

Il like it when we do it in the
shower .

Frank’ s eyes |ight up.
REV. FRANK
| like it too when we do it in the
shower - especially with the lights
on.

Ben isn’t inpressed.

SADI E
I like it when you soap nme up
REV. FRANK
And | like it when the steamri ses

of f your perky breasts.

Ben’s nouth falls open - half shock, half disgust. He |ooks
at Sadie for help but she’s right back in there already -

SADI E
I like it when you get creative
with the Waterpik.
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Frank noves his chair up a few inches cl oser

REV. FRANK
Oh yes, | love it when we use the
Wat er pi k, when you have one hand on
t he nozzle and the other on ny -

Ben junps up in the corner

BEN
Enough!

REV. FRANK
VWhat ? We were just starting to
have fun with it. You realize this
is for your owmn good, don’t you?
Ben doesn’t say anything. Frank turns to Sadie.

REV. FRANK
Is he always this serious?

Sadi e shrugs. Frank | ooks back at Ben, sulking.
REV. FRANK
Alright, you two. Cone with ne.
I NT. ST. AUGUSTINE' S CHURCH - NURSERY SCHOOL ROOM - DAY

Rev. Frank points Ben and Sadie to child sized desks at
opposite ends of the room

REV. FRANK
You |l love this one, Ben. No
conmuni cati ng, no expressing your
needs, no sex... no placenta.

Rev. Frank sm |l es at Ben.

REV. FRANK
Yeah, | heard about that. You have
no secrets fromne, renenber. Just
i ke you have no secrets from -

He points up.

SADI E
God.



REV. FRANK

No, M's. Ferguson, the organist.
She’s in everybody’s business. But
yes, Sadie, CGod too. Very good.

Frank hands them each a piece of paper.

REV. FRANK

Witten test. You have one hour.
Do not discuss this with your
partner. It’s for you to answer,
and you al one. Understood?
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SADI E
Yes.
BEN
Got it.
Frank wal ks out. Ben |ooks down at his paper. There's only
one question: “why are you worthy of your fiance?”. Ben is

i medi ately stunped. He | ooks over and Sadie is already

witing up a storm

EXT. BEN S APARTMENT - DAY

Reverend Frank and Choir Boy rush across the street to Ben's

apartnent buil di ng.

CHO R BOY
Col | ar.

Franks pulls his collar out of his pocket, puts

scan the list of nanmes on the panel

at the door,

it on. They
t hen buzz

one. A voice of a femal e LANDLORD cones over the speaker

LANDLORD
Yes?

REV. FRANK

(with an Irish accent)
Excuse me, madam So sorry to
di sturb. W’ ve cone from St.
Patrick’s parish. |’ m Reverend
Kil kenny and I have with ne a youth
menber of our choir. W fear that
a nmenber of our congregation, a
Benj am n Murphy, has fallen prey to

the devil’s tenptation.

Coul d you

pl ease grant us access to his
residence in order to save the very

life of the poor |ad?
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They wait - then hear the click of the door opening. They
| ow five each other then head inside.

I NT. BEN S APARTMENT - DAY

The Landl ord stands in the hallway trying to get a look into
the apartnment. Frank and Choir Boy are inside.

REV. FRANK
Thank you and CGod bl ess.

He cl oses the door, drops the accent.

REV. FRANK
Let’s see what we’ve got.

Frank points the Choir Boy to the conputer. As Choir Boy
starts to type stuff in, Frank scans the rest of the
apartnment. He finds a stack of mail, starts flipping

t hr ough.

REV. FRANK
Junk, junk -

He hol ds an envel ope up to the |ight.

REV. FRANK
Junk.

He drops the nmail, heads to the kitchen. The cupboards are
al nost enpty. Pizza box on the counter. Dirty plates in the
sink. Frank grabs a handful from an open cereal box sitting
on the counter, starts snacking.

He heads into the living room |ooks under cushions, stops at
a photo of Ben and his friends at a historical re-enactnent
event, then continues through the bookshelf, through the

vi deos and nusic col |l ecti on.

REV. FRANK
Oh ny Cod.
Choir Boy is still focused on the conputer.
CHO R BOY

You find sonething?

REV. FRANK
Celine Dion's Greatest Hits.

They bot h | augh.
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CHO R BOY
That’ s not even funny.

They continue their searching. Frank heads into the bedroom
| ooks under the mattress, in the closet. It’s a nmess but
there’s nothing out of the ordinary. He spots a photo of
Sadi e by the bed.

REV. FRANK
Isn’t that sweet?

Choir Boy yells out fromthe |iving room

CHO R BOY
Bi ngo.

Frank rushes back to the conputer.

CHO R BOY
Seens |ike our boy’'s a regul ar at
this site. Check it out.

Choir Boy hits a button and a screenshot of a porn site cones
up on the screen. Frank covers Choir Boy’' s eyes but gets a
good | ook at the screen hinself.

REV. FRANK
That little devil.

He leans in closer to read off the screen.

REV. FRANK
“www. super -slutty-col | ege-
cheer| eaders.com Hot, naked and
barely legal.”

CHO R BOY
Can | see?
REV. FRANK
No . “Hot cheerl eader of the

week, flesh pics, girl on girl
vids”. For the |love of Saint Mary.
“Did you get off on this site?

Tell a friend and get a free pass
to the girls shower cam Enter
ermai | address here”.

CHO R BOY
Cool . Type in ChoirBoy666 at -

Frank swats himw th his free hand.
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I NT. ST. AUGUSTINE' S CHURCH - NURSERY SCHOOL ROOM - DAY

Ben is still looking at his test paper. He's totally
sweating and hasn’t witten a thing. He |ooks over and Sadi e
has finished one page and is starting on the second. She

| ooks up at him totally disgusted, then keeps witing.

I NT. SADI E'S APARTMENT - DAY

Frank and Choir Boy wave to SADIE' S LANDLORD in the hallway
and cl ose the door. They take a | ook around Sadie’s
apart ment.

REV. FRANK
|’ve got a feeling about this one.

Frank points toward the bedroom They head in and go right
for the closet. [It’s full of shoe boxes. Frank reaches up
and pulls down a ratty box fromthe top shelf, shakes it.

REV. FRANK
Wnen are so predictable.

Frank hands the box to Choir Boy. He opens it up and starts
f1ipping through.

CHO R BOY
Usual . Cards, letters, photos of
ex-boyfriends, clippings fromO
nmagazi ne.

Frank | ooks into the cl oset again.

REV. FRANK
There’ s somet hi ng el se.
He pulls out another shoe box, opens it. |Inside, brand new
shoes, never been worn, price tags still on. Frank grabs

anot her box - sane thing. Then another. More and nore -
out rageously expensive, brand new shoes.

REV. FRANK
Jackpot .

CHO R BOY
Make that a doubl e.

Frank turns around and sees Choir Boy at Sadi e’ s bedside
table, holding up a copy of National Geographic. Hi dden
inside -- a well read copy of People Magazine’ s Sexi est
Bachelors -- with hotel tycoon Craig Carlisle on the cover.
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CHO R BOY
That bitch.

REV. FRANK
Who taught you that | anguage?

CHO R BOY
You di d.

REV. FRANK
Jesus, really?

I NT. ST. AUGUSTINE' S CHURCH - NURSERY SCHOOL ROOM - DAY

Frank rushes into the room totally out of breath. Sadie
stops witing. Ben has two words witten on his paper then
crossed out.

REV. FRANK
Great work, you two.

Frank gathers up the tests, ushers them out the door.

REV. FRANK
You’ ve both worked so hard, it’s
time to relax. Enjoy yourselves at
your bachel or and bachel orette
parties tonight. Get out of here.

Ben and Sadi e wal k down the hallway together. As soon as
they' re out of earshot -

SADI E
What’s wong with you?
BEN
What ?
SADI E
You couldn’t even wite one
sentence? | can’'t believe you.

She storns outside.

EXT. ST. AUGUSTINE S CHURCH - DAY
Ben rushes to catch up with Sadie on the stairs.

BEN
Don’t you see what he’s doi ng?
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SADI E
What are you tal ki ng about ?

BEN
Reverend Frank. He’'s totally
nmessing with us.

SADI E
Enough. You’ ve been bl am ng hi m
for everything that’s gone wong
fromthe start. Not this tineg,
Ben. Reverend Frank didn’t do
this. You did. That should have
been the easiest question you ever
had to answer.

BEN
| tried. | really -

SADI E
You know what, | can’t even talk to
you about this now | have the

hotel tour this afternoon, the
party tonight. Honestly Ben, |
| ove you but I'"'mso mad at you
ri ght now

She wal ks down the stairs. Ben foll ows her.

BEN
Sadi e -
A Porsche pulls up to the curb. 1In the driver’s seat --
Craig Carlisle.
SADI E

| have to go.

She kisses himquickly then runs to the curb. As Ben watches
her get into the car, Choir Boy appears at his side. They
wat ch Sadie and Craig drive away.

CHO R BOY
Isn’t that your fiance driving
away? Wth another guy? And in a
Porsche? Quch

Ben just | ooks at him



I NT. SPORTS BAR - NI GHT

60.

A few dozen custoners are scattered throughout the bar. 1In
Ben sits at a table with his friends Joel and

t he corner,

Eddy.

The

| amest bachel or party of all tine.
JCEL
Lee surrendered at Appomattox. |'m
sure of it.
BEN

Yeah but he first met Grant at the
Battle of the WIlderness. My
1864. I'mtelling you, it was

W derness, then the Spotsylvani a,
then the Col d Harbor battle.

A waitress arrives with plates of food.

VWAl TRESS
Pi t cher of Hefewei zen.

She puts the pitcher down on the table.

Ben puts up his hand.
pours three little glasses of beer,

away.
gl ass.

Joel

WAI TRESS
And who ordered the veggie plate?

EDDY
To living it up in the |ast of
Ben’ s bachel or days.

JOEL
Congr at ul ati ons, man.

BEN
Thanks, you guys. | really

appreciate you throwing this party
for me. | do.

EDDY
It’s not too late to get a
stripper. M sister will do it for
ten bucks.

BEN
No, | prom sed Sadie. Besides,
this is great. | wouldn't have it

any ot her way.

She sets the plate down and wal ks

rai ses his
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As they take little sips of their wheat beer, a voice bellows
out from behind Ben.

REV. FRANK
You call this a bachelor party?

Ben cringes. Frank slaps himon the back.

REV. FRANK
Gent |l enen, |’ ve conducted funerals
that were nore lively than this.

Joel and Eddy | ook at Ben - who the hell is this guy?

BEN
Joel, Eddy, this is -

REV. FRANK
The answer to your prayers, by the
| ooks of it.

BEN
This is Reverend Frank.

REV. FRANK
You' re eating carrot sticks at your
bachel or party? For the | ove of
God!

Frank calls out to the bar.

REV. FRANK
Chuckie, nmy man, a bottle of
Tequila Patroén, por favor.

The BARTENDER hands Frank a bottle. Frank grabs sone shot
gl asses off a waitress tray on his way to the table.

JCEL
Is this marriage course guy?

Ben nods, tries to hide. Frank sits down and pours the
gl asses, passes them out, holds up his glass for a toast.

REV. FRANK
“And |, the Son of Man, feast and
drink, and you say, He's a glutton
and a drunkard, and a friend of the
worst sort of sinners!’ But w sdom
is shown to be right by what
results fromit.”
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BEN
kay.

REV. FRANK
Mat t hew, chapter el even

BEN
VWhat does it nean?

REV. FRANK
Many things, ny friend. Many
things, but in this case, it neans
that you m ght as well have fun
t oni ght because you can bet your
ass your wife-to-be is.

BEN
What are you tal ki ng about ?

REV. FRANK
Strippers, ny friend. Hot, be-
nmuscl ed, oiled up, naked and, with
any |l uck, heterosexual nen.
Arriving at Sadie’ s bachelorette
party this very nonent, or so
hear .

Frank |l eans in close to Ben.

REV. FRANK
And | doubt they’ re the kind of
guys who say “I like it when we

cuddl e”.

Ben is totally freaked out. Frank holds his glass up,
smles. Ben grabs the bottle of tequila and sucks it right
back.

INT. SADIE'S FRIEND S HOUSE - NI GHT

Sadi e, her friend Karen and a bunch of other sem -drunk
FRIENDS sit around the living roomdrinking wine and openi ng
obscene gifts. She opens up a box of exceptionally slutty
lingerie, then stands up to showit off. A bondage sex toy
falls out of the box. Sadie picks it up, |aughs.

SADI E
Are you trying to give Ben a heart
attack?
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KAREN
Tell himit's an artifact fromthe
Battle of Gettysburg. He'll be al
over it.

The girls all laugh. The doorbell rings. Sadie heads over
to the door, opens it. Standing there are 3 JEHOVAH
W TNESSES hol di ng copi es of “Reasoning Fromthe Scriptures”

FI RST JEHOVAH
Good evening, mss. W'’re visiting
with people in your comunity to
tal k about the wonderful things
God’s Kingdomw || do for mankind.

SADI E
Oh.  Actually -

Sadi e turns around to Karen, mouths “help”. The girls al

| ook - no clue what’s going on. Karen gets up to join Sadie
at the door.

SECOND JEHOVAH
Per haps your friends would like to
joinin as well?

KAREN
Li sten, pal -

TH RD JEHOVAH
Not to worry, ny sister. There's
plenty to go around.

The Jehovahs suddenly rip open their shirts to expose ripped,
gol den bodies. The girls all gasp. One of the guys turns on
music in his briefcase and the three of them charge into the
roomand start stripping. The girls quickly get over their
shock and start getting into it.

SADI E
(to Karen)
Tell me you didn’t do this. You
know I prom sed Ben.

KAREN
It wasn’t nme. But dam -

They | ook at the guys. They’ re good.

SADI E
Sweet Jesus.

Sadi e and Karen start getting into it.
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I NT. SPORTS BAR - NI GHT

Al'l hell has broken | oose in the bar. Ben is wasted, wearing
a Shriner’s hat. He and three huge SHRI NERS are at the bar,

hands tied behind their back, with a row of tequila shots in

front of them

Frank finishes taking bets.

FRANK
That’s it? Al in? No nore takers
on the little guy?

BEN
Let’ s go al ready!

FRANK
Pati ence, ny son.

Frank shoots off a cap gun. Ben and the other guys start
downi ng the shots wi thout use of their hands. The crowd goes
nuts cheering them on.

EXT. SADI E'S PARENTS HOUSE - FRONT YARD - MORNI NG

M. Jones opens the door in his robe and slippers, grabs the
newspaper off the front porch. Sonmething in the front yard
catches his eye.

MR. JONES
Good Lord.

There’s Ben - passed out on the |lawn, wearing cheerl eader top
and panties, spooning a garden gnone. M. Jones shakes his
head i n disgust, wal ks back into the house.

EXT. SADI E' S PARENTS HOUSE - FRONT YARD - A BIT LATER

Water is thrown into Ben's face. He wakes up to see Sadie
standing over him He’'s totally out of it, chunks of grass
stuck to his face.

Sadi e gets down close to him talks in a quiet fury.



SADI E
Listen to nme, Ben Murphy. 1In five
seconds, I'mgoing to walk to the

curb, get in ny client’s car, go to
the new Carlisle Resort and hope -
hope - that this stunt of yours
hasn’t conpl etely sabotaged ny
career.

Ben goes to speak. She slaps a hand over his nouth.

SADI E
Wiile I"'mthere I"mgoing to try to
forget about the fact that you did
God knows what |ast night -

She holds up a Visa receipt.

SADI E
And that you sonehow spent half of
our savings account -

She shoves the receipt into his bra.
SADI E

And ended up in wonmen’s clothing --
on ny parents’ front |awn.

Ben | ooks down at hinself, then at his surroundi ngs.

horror starts to sink in.

SADI E
I don’t know what’'s going on with
you, but you are not the guy I
t hought I was marrying. |If you
want to redeemyourself, let ne
tell you, it will take way nore
than a mracle.

She rips the garden gnome from his grasp.

SADI E
| suggest you put this back where
you found it - then get the hel
of f my parents’ property before
they, or I, call the cops.
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The

She stornms to the curb where Craig waits for her in the

Porsche. Ben sits up

BEN
But you had stri ppers!
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Sadi e turns back and glares at him gets in Craig’s car. The
car pulls away.

Ben hol ds his pounding head. He |ooks up at the front steps -
sees M. & M's. Jones on the front porch.

BEN
Mor ni ng.

They slamthe door. Ben |ooks up and sees G andma Jones
peeking at himthrough an upstairs wi ndow. G andma Jones

| ooks |i ke she’s about to wave but stops herself, then noves
away fromthe w ndow.

EXT. NEI GHBHORHOOD - DAY

Ben wal ks hone in his cheerleader outfit. A car of TEENAGE
BOYS drives by and honks.

TEENAGER
How nmuch?

Ben gives themthe finger.

Anot her car pulls up and drives slowy alongside. Ben tries
to ignore it.

REV. FRANK
How about a ride, sugar?
BEN
Go to hell.
REV. FRANK

| can guarantee you that’s one
place I'mdefinitely not going.

The car stops. Ben realizes who it is, leans into the
wi ndow.

BEN
What did you do to ne |ast night?

REV. FRANK
Me? Are you kidding? It was you
You were an ani nal !
Ben hol ds hi s head.

BEN
Sadi e hates ne.
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REV. FRANK
Nonsense. Hop in.

Ben considers his options, then gets in the car. Choir boy
is in the backseat, reading. He gives Ben the nod.

Frank starts driving. Ben pulls the Visa receipt out of his
br a.

BEN
She said | spent half of our
savi ngs account.

REV. FRANK
And it was worth every penny.

BEN
VWhat have | done?

REV. FRANK
What about her? What does she
spend her noney on? Do you even
know what her priorities are when
it comes to noney? Do you?

Ben t hi nks about it.

BEN
| guess not.

REV. FRANK
Exactly. So stop beating yourself
up. You had some fun, that’s all.
O course the third round of drinks
for the Shriners bus tour wasn’t
the best idea. | tried to stop
you.

Ben just stares ahead, stunned.

BEN
Oh ny Cod.

REV. FRANK
Where' s Sadi e now? Returning
bottles to pay for your fabul ous
Hawai i an honeynoon?

BEN
No. She’s away for work

Choir Boy pipes up fromthe back
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CHO R BOY
Wth the Carlisle guy?
BEN
Yeah.
CHO R BOY

| was just reading about him

Choir Boy holds up the People Magazine 50 Hottest Bachel ors
i ssue.

CHO R BOY
Says here he just wants to find a
good worman to settle down and have
a big famly.

Ben grabs the magazi ne out of Choir Boys hands, |ooks at it.
Choir Boy leans into the front seat - |ooks at the magazi ne,
then at Ben, then at the nagazine.

BEN
VWhat ?

CHO R BOY
Yeah, that’ ||l be the toughest
decision of Sadie’'s life, alright.
I ncredi bly successful and good
| ooking famly man -- or a
penni | ess pussy who snells |ike a
ten year old bar rag and dresses
like a fag.

Ben | unges for Choir Boy's throat.

REV. FRANK
Hey, hey, hey. Boys. Easy.

Frank pulls the car to the curb in front of Ben’s apartnent
and breaks themup. Ben gets out of the car, |ooks around.

REV. FRANK
What are you going to do?

BEN
| don’t know

REV. FRANK
“I'f you have faith as snmall as a
nmustard seed, you can say to this
nmount ain, ‘Mowve fromhere to there
and it will nove”.
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BEN
VWhat ?

REV. FRANK
Not working for you? Don’t worry.
I’ve got a million of these things
for just about every occasion. How
about this one. John 3:18. “Let
us love, not in word or speech, but
in truth and action.”

Ben t hi nks about it.

BEN
|"ve got to go after her.

Frank shrugs - whatever.

BEN
|"ve got to go after her.

Ben runs into his apartnment. Frank and Choir Boy watch him
go.

CHO R BOY
The poor bastard.

EXT. CARLI SLE RESORT - DAY

A huge, new resort. Cars are valet parked. Business people
and famlies conme in and out of the | obby.

I NT. CARLI SLE RESORT - CONFERENCE ROOM - DAY

The conference roomis set up for a formal event. Sadie
wal ks around with a clipboard, checking flower arrangenents
t hr oughout the roomwhile a bunch of WORKERS set them up

She stops at an el aborate arrangenent in the corner of the
room calls out to one of the workers.

SADI E
Darren, this one shoul d be cl oser
to the podium Wen you get a
chance. .

DARREN
I"'mon it.

She continues through the room
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SECURITY (O S.)
I’msorry, sir, this roomis off
[imts until -

BEN
Sadi e!

Sadi e turns around, surprised - and not exactly inpressed.
She wal ks to the door.

SADI E
What are you doi ng here?

BEN
I need to talk to you

SADI E
Now? |’ m wor ki ng!

She | ooks around, a few of the workers are | ooking at them
She | owers her voice a bit.

SADI E
Did you honestly think you could
just show up here and -

The door opens and Craig walks in. He notices Ben.

SADI E
Craig, this is Ben. M fiance.

Crai g shakes Ben's hand like they're old friends, but is
obvi ously unsure why Ben is there. Craig points out the
room

CRAI G
What do you think?

BEN
It’s nice.

CRAI G

Wuldn’t be half what it is wthout
Sadi e’ s work.

BEN
She’ s great.

Ben smles at Sadie. She gives himthe stone face right
back.
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CRAI G
Li sten, why don’t you go on up to
Sadi e’s room and rel ax, enjoy the
facilities.

Sadi e reluctantly hands Ben her key.

CRAI G
W' || just finish up work here and
she’ Il join you |ater.

BEN
kay.

CRAI G

And I'd love to show you two around
the area tonorrow. Wat do you say
we go hit a few at the range in the
norning? It’s not far from here.
I"d love for you to be ny guest.

Ben goes to decline.

SADI E
Sounds great.

Craig points to the room notions to Sadie that they get back
to work.

CRAI G
Shal | we?

Craig and Sadie |ook at Ben. He finally gets the hint.

BEN
11 just...

He starts heading for the door. Ben smles unconfortably,
wal ks out, passing a bunch of Execs on his way.

EXT. CARLI SLE RESORT - LOBBY - DAY

As Ben waits for the elevator, he hears |aughing at the check-
in desk. He turns around -- and there’s Reverend Frank. Ben
can't believe it. He gets in the elevator, then gets right
of f and marches up to Frank.

BEN
What are you doi ng here?
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REV. FRANK
What am | doing here? M job, of
course. Looking out for the
spiritual well being of ny people.

BEN
I"mfine.

REV. FRANK
You didn't exactly rush off here in
the nost stable frame of m nd,
Benjam n. You had ne worri ed.

Choir Boy arrives with their luggage - and plenty of it, golf
clubs, tennis racquets, the works.

BEN
|”ve got it under control.
REV. FRANK
|’msure you do. |’msure you do.

Ben is totally distracted. Frank puts a hand on his
shoul der .

REV. FRANK
But if you need sone guidance, ['11I
be cl ose by.

BEN
G eat.

Ben heads for the elevator. Frank calls out to him

REV. FRANK
And you’ re headed where?

BEN
Sadi e’ s room

REV. FRANK
And Sadie is...?

BEN
Wth Craig Carlisle.

Choir Boy lets out a |augh.
REV. FRANK
Yes, it sounds |ike you ve got it
conpl etely under control.

Ben just stands there. Frank stops a passing Valet.



73.

REV. FRANK
Wi ch way to the pool ?

The Val et points out the back doors.

Frank signals for Choir Boy to grab the luggage. They wal k
out and | eave Ben standing there.

I NT. CARLI SLE RESORT - CONFERENCE ROOM - DAY
Sadi e wal ks Craig and the Execs through the conference room

SADI E
| decided to go sinple and el egant
for the tables. This is a stunning
room and the guests are seeing it
for the first time. The
arrangenents need to conplinent the
envi ronnent, not steal the show

The Execs are all inpressed. They stop at a head table area
with a view of the resort grounds in the background.

There’s a knock on the glass doors. She turns around and
sees Ben | ooking in.

Sadi e cringes, then |ooks at Craig. Craig smles at Sadie,
nods for her to take care of it.

CRAI G
Gentlenmen, if you will. Let’s nove
i nto conference room B.

Sadi e sneaks out the exit and the group noves into the next
room

EXT. CARLI SLE RESORT - PATI O - DAY

SADI E
Are you intentionally trying to
ruin ny career? For once | get a
shot at a big account and you
interrupt ny presentation?

BEN
It’s just that you and Craig -

SADI E
He’s nmy client, Ben.
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BEN
Il think he'd like to be a |lot nore
than that.

SADI E

Did it not occur to you maybe | got
this chance because |’ m good at ny
job? Do you really think that’s
not enough?

BEN
That’'s not what | neant.

SADI E
Then what? What ?

Ben doesn’t know what to say.

SADI E
| don’t have tine to wait for you
to find the words, Ben. |’ve got
| ess than an hour to review ny
event overview and... Not now.

She storns off.

EXT. CARLI SLE RESORT - POOLSI DE - DAY

Frank | ounges pool side and spritzes hinself down with a spray
bottle. Ben arrives.

BEN
She won't talk to ne.

Rev. Frank takes down his tanning goggles, gives Ben a hard
stare.

Choir Boy arrives with two fancy unbrella drinks on a tray,
hands one to Frank. Choir Boy sits down on the | ounge chair
next to Frank with the other drink.

REV. FRANK
Let ne tell you sonething about
wonen, Ben Murphy. They say they
don’t want to talk but they al ways
do. Al ways.

Choir Boy goes to take a sip of his drink. Frank stops him

REV. FRANK
That better be virgin.
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Choir Boy reluctantly trades drinks with Frank. Frank turns
back to Ben.

REV. FRANK
When a wonman says “nothing is
wong” it means everything is
wong. “l don't care” neans she
definitely cares and “it doesn’t
matter” neans oh, it matters. Now
don’t confuse that with “1 don’t
want to have sex” which actually
does nean “1 don’t want to have
sex”. It gets confusing, | know,
but trust me on this one. |If a
woman says she doesn’t want to
tal k, she wants to talk, and buddy,
you had better start tal king, and
fast.

Ben thinks about it. Frank clinks glasses with Choir Boy,
takes a sip of his drink, dons his goggles and reclines.

I NT. CARLI SLE RESORT - MEETI NG ROOM - DAY

The roomis dark. Sadie is at the back of the roomat a
podi um running through sonme slides on a projector.

Ben steps in front of her -- also right in front of the slide
proj ect or.

BEN
Sadi e!

It scares the hell out of her.

SADI E
Oh ny Cod.

BEN
I have to talk to you. Reverend
Frank says we need to communi cate.

SADI E
Not now.

Ben | eans over the podium grabs her hand.

BEN
" msorry, okay? I"msorry for
bl owi ng hal f of our house
downpaynent on booze.

( MORE)
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BEN( cont ' d)

I’msorry for passing out on your
parents’ front |lawn in wonen' s
underwear. |’'msorry -

The lights go on. The roomis full of grounds keepers,
i ndoor mai ntenance staff and the Execs. An O der Exec by the
light switch yells back to him

CLDER EXEC
W're sorry too, son

Ben | ooks down and realizes that there’s a m crophone between
hi m and Sadi e.

CLDER EXEC
Now, do you mind? This is a
private neeting.

Sadi e gl ares at Ben, covers up the m crophone, points Ben to
t he door.

SADI E
Now.

Ben wal ks out. Sadie is humliated. Craig steps up, pats
her on the shoul der.

CRAI G
VWhere were we?

I NT. CARLI SLE RESORT - RECREATI ON ROOM - DAY

A bal I room dance class is in session. Frank and Choir Boy
are participating. Mst of the wonen in the class are
seniors - including Frank and Choir Boy’'s partners.

| NSTRUCTOR
And one and two and three and turn
and one and two and -

Ben barges into the class, pulls Frank aside.

BEN
She did not want to talk.

Frank grabs Ben and they dance.

REV. FRANK
Yeah, that happens sonetines. You
m ght have to go back and try
agai n.
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No!

Ben lets go of Frank’s hands, steps back.

BEN
No. | shouldn’t have cone here in
the first place. If | was smart, |

woul d have | eft her alone until she
was ready. Now she must think

have no respect for her or her
career. And here you are telling
me what she really neans? No nore.
She’s ny fiance. | know her better
t han anybody.

Frank grabs Ben’s hands gives hima good twrl.
REV. FRANK

Very good. Well done. And what
have we | earned here?

Ben’s totally confused.

REV. FRANK
Thr oughout your marriage, everybody
wi || have an opinion on how you

shoul d handl e probl ens when they
arise - your friends, in-Iaws,

brot hers, sisters, neighbors,

conpl ete strangers, and yes, even
your spiritual advisors. But it’s
not their relationship, it’'s yours.
Only you know what your heart is
telling you to do. Renenber to
listen to it.

Ben steps back from hi magain.

BEN
That was anot her one of your
| essons? You kept sending ne back
in there to humliate nyself, all
for another lesson? 1’1l be |ucky
if Sadie ever talks to ne again
after what |1’ ve done to her today.

REV. FRANK
Then it’s a | esson you won’t
forget. AmI right?

Ben starts to wal k out.
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REV. FRANK
Benjamn. Be a sport. Cone dance!

Ben keeps wal ki ng right out the door.

I NT. CARLI SLE RESORT - SADIE'S ROOM - N GHT

Ben | ooks at the tine. 1It’s 9pm No Sadie. He starts
paci ng the room | ooking out the wi ndow, |ooking at anything
to distract him

He spots Sadie’s briefcase on the desk. He gives it about a
second of thought then flips up the lid and | ooks inside. He
noves a few papers aside and spots Sadie’s Visa bill. He

t hi nks about it for a second then grabs it, reads.

He hears the door, throws the Visa bill back in the
briefcase, runs onto the bal cony and pretends to be watching
t he stars.

Sadi e wal ks in conpl etely exhaust ed.

BEN
Sadi e, about today. |'m -

She puts up a hand |i ke she has no energy for it, then joins
hi m on the bal cony.

SADI E
I have to ask you sonething, okay?
And pl ease just answer ne honestly.

BEN
O course.

SADI E
Are you afraid of getting married?
Is that why you’ ve been acting this
way? Just tell nme if it is. |
can actually stomach sonme of it if
that’s the reason. The thing is,
I”m scared too.

BEN
Are you?
SADI E
Yes, kind of, | don't know. I

t hought we totally knew each ot her,
you know? But there’s so much
stuff about you that | had no idea
about .
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Ben gets up and goes to her.

BEN
Who says we need to find out
everything before we get married?

Sadi e | aughs, exhaust ed.

SADI E
| guess that would nmake the rest of
our lives kind of boring, huh?

She hugs him

BEN
I’msorry. About the noney -

SADI E
It’s just noney. At least that's
what | keep telling nyself - over
and over. And over.

BEN
And |’ m sorry about show ng up
her e.

SADI E

Definitely not your best idea.

BEN
And the thing with your parents.

SADI E
You're screwed on that one.

She smles at him

SADI E
What am | going to do with you,
Mur phy?

BEN

Forget all this stuff that’'s
happened. W’'I| have a great day
tonorrow, drive back to the city,
get married Saturday.

SADI E
You sure we're doing the right
t hi ng?

BEN

I think so.
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SADI E
You' re going to have to be a little
nore convi nci ng.

BEN
| really think so.

That’ s the best she’s going to get. She hugs him

I NT. CARLI SLE RESORT - SADI E'S ROOM - MORNI NG

Sadi e wal ks out of the bathroom dressed and ready. Ben is
by the door practicing his golf sw ng.

BEN
You ready?

Sadi e grabs her | aptop case | eani ng agai nst the desk.

SADI E
| just have to send off an
estimate. |If you want to go ahead
I can neet you down there. 1’1l be
about five.

BEN
You sure?

SADI E

Yeah, go on.

Ben sm | es and heads out.

I NT. CARLI SLE RESORT - FRANK' S SUI TE - DAY

Frank eats breakfast in bed, reads the newspaper. The hotel
phone rings. He answers it.

I NT. CARLI SLE RESORT - CHO R BOY' S SU TE - DAY

Choir Boy is on the phone, TV renote in his hand.

CHO R BOY
Did you block ny channel s?

On the TV - “ADULT CONTENT - ACCESS DEN ED’.
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I NT. CARLI SLE RESORT - FRANK' S SUI TE - DAY

FRANK
If the Lord wanted you to watch
porn before your sixteenth
bi rt hday, he woul d have given you
fake I.D.

Frank hangs up the hotel phone, then grabs his cell phone off
his bedside table, hits a button.

I NT. CARLI SLE RESORT - LOBBY - DAY

Ben wal ks out of the resort gift shop into the | obby carrying
a newspaper. His baby pager goes off. People start |ooking
at him He tries to silence it but it’s not working. A
[ittle ANNOYI NG KID near himimtates the noise.

ANNOYI NG KI D
Waa! \Waal

Ben pretends he’s anused and noves away fromthe kid, but as
t he baby pager gets |ouder, so does the kid.

ANNOYI NG KI D
WAAL  WAAI

Ben tries to ditch himbut the kid won't stop follow ng.
Every turn Ben makes, the kid is right behind.

ANNOYI NG KI D
WAAAAAAI

Of in the corner, Ben grabs the Kid by the collar.

BEN
Listen, you little shit. Keep it
up and I’Il shove this fist right
down your -

SADI E
Ben!

Ben | ooks up and Sadie is standing there with Craig. They're
both totally disgusted - and head right out the door before
Ben can say a word. Ben straightens the kid' s collar for him
t hen rushes after Sadie and Craig.
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EXT. CARLI SLE RESORT - DAY
Craig ushers Sadie to a waiting |ino.

SADI E
VWhat’'s the occasi on?

She gets in the linp. Ben catches up with them

CRAI G
My car’s not built for three so |
had to inprovi se.

Before Ben gets into the car, Craig gives hima smle - this
time not so friendly. Ben is a bit startled, gets into the
car anyway. Craig is right behind him

I NT. LIMO - DAY
The linmo pulls onto a dusty road.

CRAI G
You' re going to love this place.
My grandfather used to bring ne
here when I was a boy. That's
actually how | found out about this
area, fell inlove with it.

Craig | ooks right at Sadie.
CRAI G
So when we decided to add our first
resort to the hotel chain,
naturally | couldn’t put it
anywher e el se.
The lino sl ows down and pull into a gated area.

CRAI G
Here we are.

Ben and Sadi e | ook out the wi ndow. The overhang sign says
“MARMOTH VALLEY SHOOTI NG RANGE”. Ben | ooks at Sadie in a
panic. They get out of the car.

EXT. SHOOTI NG RANGE - DAY

Ben won’t budge fromthe side of the car.
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BEN

| thought we were golfing.
CRAI G

Sorry?
SADI E

Ben thought, actually, | thought
too - when you said range, we
t hought you neant -

CRAI G
Oh, I"'msorry. | thought you knew.
Don’t worry, I’Il show you the
ropes. You'll love it.

SADI E

Actually Ben's anti-firearns.

CRAI G
Are you serious?

Ben nods - totally unconfortable and a bit pissed off. Craig
| aughs at him

CRAI G
| thought you were a history
t eacher.

BEN
I am

CRAI G

Wt hout guns we have no history.

BEN
Hi story is about |earning from our
m st akes - and our m stakes al nost
al ways incl ude guns.

Crai g | aughs sone nore, goes and puts one arm around Ben, the
ot her around Sadi e.

CRAI G
Rel ax. W’ re just shooting sone
discs flying through the air. No
bl ood will be shed. Just watch if
you |like. Fair enough?

SADI E
Sounds good.
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Ben just goes along with it -- not at all happy. Craig
escorts themto the range area.

A bunch of other SHOOTERS are shooting, watching, talKking.
An ol d guy RANGE HAND neets Craig with 3 guns.

CRAI G
Thanks, Charlie. W’'IlIl only be
needi ng two of these today. You're
still up for sonme fun, aren’t you
Sadi e?

SADI E
Sure. Wiy not?

CRAI G
Charlie, let’s see howrusty | am

Charlie launches the target and Craig takes it out on his
first shot. He launches a few nore -- sonetines nore than
one at a tinme and Craig gets themall effortlessly.

CRAI G
Sadi e, cone give it a try.

Sadie gets into position. Craig puts his gun down and noves
in close to help her.

CRAI G
Just nove your left leg up alittle
bit, hips back, that's it.

SADI E
Li ke that?

CRAI G
Per f ect.

Ben sits on the bench and stews, watching Craig with his
hands on Sadie’'s hips. He finally tries not to watch - and
| ooks toward a bunch of guests arriving at the range.

Right in the mddle of themall, in full shooting gear -
Reverend Frank. Choir Boy carries their equipnent. Ben
tries to hide fromthem

Sadie tries for a shot and m sses.

SADI E
No. That wasn’t even cl ose.
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CRAI G
Sure it was. For a first try, that
was great. You're a natural

SADI E
It was kind of fun.

CRAI G
Let’s try it again.

Ben gl ances over and sees Frank starting to shoot. Choir Boy
assists with backup amo.

Sadie is too caught up in her own shooting to notice them

Frank wanders over to the water cool er near Ben' s bench. Ben
won't even | ook at him

BEN
I don’t need anynore advi ce,
t hanks.

REV. FRANK

O course not.
Ben doesn’t say a word. Frank takes a big drink of water.

REV. FRANK
This is some place, isn't it?

Ben ignores him keeps watching Sadie.

REV. FRANK
That Craig Carlisle really knows
his stuff. You know two years ago,
that | and was worthl ess marsh. Now
| ook at it. Convention center,
hotel, golf course.

Sadi e keeps shooting. Craig hel ps her.

REV. FRANK
He is a business genius, that's for
sure. Definitely a guy who figures
out what he wants and goes ri ght
after it.

Ben has had it. He finally |ooks at Frank.
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BEN
I know what you're trying to do.
You're trying to get nme all worked
up over Craig Carlisle so you can
teach me another |esson. Don’'t

bot her, I’ m way ahead of you.
(imtating Frank)

Jeal ousy. It will destroy your

marriage. It will eat away at your

soul if you let it. There wll

al ways be nenbers of the opposite
sex around your spouse -- get over
it.

REV. FRANK
Then | guess you have no probl em
with Craig Carlisle grinding your
fiance?

Ben | ooks back to Craig and Sadie - too close for confort.
Craig laughs and calls out to Ben -

CRAI G
Hey Ben, you chicken out on the
weddi ng and decide not to go
through with it, I’'d be nore than
happy to step in for you

Sadie is totally focused on her shot. Craig puts an arm
around her waist to steady the gun. Ben funes on the bench.

Sadi e shoots and this tine hits the target.

SADI E
| didit!

She’s totally excited. Craig runs with it and hugs her,
| ooki ng over Sadie s shoulder to give Ben an unm stakabl e
nasty smle. And that’'s Ben’s breaking point.

Ben junps up, grabs a gun off the bench and shoots three
times up into the air.

BEN
Enough!  Enough! Enough!

He heads over to Sadie and Craig, not paying attention to
where he’s even pointing the gun. The range enpl oyees and
ot her shooters, including Frank and Choir Boy, start ducking
behi nd benches and into the cl ubhouse.

BEN
Get off ny fiance!
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SADI E
Ben!

BEN
Don’t you see what he’s doi ng?
He’s trying to get in your pants.
And that’s exactly what he’s been
trying to do fromthe first day he

met you.

SADI E
Ben, stop it.

BEN
And | know it’s happening. | can
see it all playing out but nobody
believes nme, especially you. It’s

like 1"mthe crazy one!

He starts swinging the gun around without realizing it.

CRAI G
Put down the gun, buddy.
BEN
"’ mnot a paranoid nutcase! [|’'m

not the one who's at fault here!

The gun goes off and shoots a water tank. It scares the hel
out of Ben. He looks at the gun in his hand and drops it.
A bunch of Range Hands dive for it.

BEN
You see? Wiat did | tell you about
guns?

I NT. CARLI SLE RESORT - DAY

Sadie is at the front desk, livid, signing sone papers for a
DESK CLERK.

DESK CLERK
They’ re bringing your |uggage down
ri ght away, Ms. Jones.

Sadi e | ooks back into the | obby with dread. Ben cones
running in. Sadie turns her back to him

BEN
Sadi e.
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She finishes signing the papers then shoves them across the
desk.

BEN
Don't let himdo this to us.

Sadie tries to keep her voice down.

SADI E
You are unbelievable. First you
bl ame Reverend Frank for your screw
ups, now Craig

BEN
My screw ups? This is all ne? How
soon you forget that we'd be in
Hawai i right nowif we weren't so
busy changi ng our plans to nake
your grandnot her happy.

A few ot her guests start to overhear.

SADI E
It’s a good thing we changed our
pl ans for her, otherwise | would
have never known how you can’t
handl e your |iquor, how you can’t
stand the sight of blood, and let’s
see what el se? You have no respect
for my career, you say you want
kids but really you don’'t even |ike
them and here’s the nost healthy
part yet -- you can’t even handl e
di scussi ons about anything
i mportant especially, especially
when it comes to sex.

BEN
Stop pointing the finger at ne,
Sadie. I'’mnot the one with a

spendi ng di sorder.
They' re getting louder. A lot nore people start watching.

SADI E
You bl ew hal f our savings at your
bachel or party!

BEN
At least | don't claimto be
financially responsible then spend
nost of ny salary on shoes!
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A VALET pl aces their luggage next to themthen gets the hel
out of there.

SADI E
VWhat ?

BEN
I | ooked at your Visa bill!

She gasps. As does every worman in the | obby.

SADI E
kay, M. www. Super-slutty-coll ege-
cheer| eaders. com

Ben is totally shocked.

SADI E
How much did | |ove getting the e-
mai |, “your friend Ben got off on
this site and thought you woul d
too.” N ce, Ben. See what happens
when you type with one hand? You
don’t even realize when you're
sendi ng a nessage to the wong
“buddy”!

BEN
| didn't -

SADI E
Save the innocent act, you filthy
perve. Those girls are barely
ol der than your students.

BEN
I"’mthe perve? You had strippers!
We had a deal!

SADI E
So | had strippers! There. 1’11
admt it. Are you happy? Sonebody
sent themto the house and | didn't
turn themaway. So sue ne. And if
you really want to know, | enjoyed
every mnute of it. They were
young, they were hot, they had
nmuscles in places | never inagined,
and if | had even the slightest
i dea of how this would turn out, |
woul d have gone down on every | ast
one of them
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A GUEST near by gasps, covers her children's ears. Sadie and
Ben | ook around - the lobby is full of guests and famlies
wat ching them Sadi e grabs her bags.

SADI E
Thanks for ruining ny career too,
by the way.

She heads for the exit. He yells to her across the crowd.
BEN
Oh, I'"msure Craig will find a way
for you to nake it up to him

She turns back to him

SADI E
You asshol e.

BEN
Li ar.

SADI E
W np.

She keeps wal king to the door.

BEN
Bi tch.

SADI E
Perv.

BEN
Sl ut .

She stops in the doorway, yells back.

SADI E
The wedding is off!
BEN
It’s so off, | can’t even renenber

when it was onl!

Sadi e wal ks out. Ben watches the door close behind her. The
reality of it starts to sink in.
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| NT. BROOKLI NE PREP G RLS SCHOOL - GYMNASI UM - DAY

Ben waits at the front of the gymstarring off into space as
the girls Iine up to grab individual exercise mats. They're
all chatting, |aughing and taking their tine.

When the bitchy girls Mari and Tara finally get to the front
of the line, there are only 2 ratty exercise mats left.

MARI
BEwwwww

Mari tries to grab a good mat fromPlunp Grl but Plunmp Grl
hol ds her own.

MARI
Gve it!

PLUMP G RL
No!

A few other girls start cheering them on.

Ben snaps out his daze.

BEN
Hey! | ask you to do a sinple
thing - go pick up a mat. That’s
all. Dd 1l ask you to tal k about

it? No. DdIl ask you to turn it
into a big ordeal? NO

He grabs one of the ratty mats off the rack, holds it up and
| ooks |ike he’s going to strangl e sonebody.

BEN
There is nothing, | repeat, nothing
wong with this piece of equipnent!
Just because it doesn't | ook as
nice as that one, just because it
needs a little work, just because
it doesn’t make as nuch noney as

t hat one. ..
The girls all | ook at each other -- what?
BEN
Doesn’t nean it doesn’t have
feelings! I1t’s damm wel |l about

time it got some respect fromyou
spoiled rotten little -
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Ben | ooks at the girls - totally paying attention to himfor
once. He goes with it.

BEN
I want a hundred push ups from
every one of you! Now

They all get down and start doing push ups as fast as
possi bl e.

I NT. SADIE' S FLONER SHOP - DAY

Sadi e and Di ego are noving shelves around - the place is a

nmess and so is Sadie. She pries nails out of the wall with
one hand and tal ks on the phone with the other.

SADI E
No reschedule. | said cancel
Cancel everything... vyes, the cake

too... Hey, lady, it was ny

weddi ng, you don’t think I'm
aware... GCkay, then here’s an

i dea, why don’t you take the custom
ornaments and -

D ego grabs the phone from her, hangs up.

DI EGO
I think she got it.

Sadie rips a shelf off the wall, throws it down.

DI EGO
Are you sure you want to do this
now?

SADI E
Yeah, why.

He just | ooks at her.

SADI E
VWat? |'mfine.

She starts pulling the shelves down again. Diego waits for
it...

SADI E
Losing the hotel account, | don't
care. To tell you the truth, it
wasn’t ne anyway. That’s not what
bot hers ne.

( MORE)
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SADI E( cont ' d)

Qut of everything that happened,

there is one thing | cannot stop
t hi nking about. One little - but
huge - thing.

Di ego st ops wor ki ng.

SADI E
Reverend Frank gave us a witten
test. | took one |ook at the
guestion on the page - it couldn’t
be easier. It said “what do you
| ove about your fiance”. | filled
pages, Diego. Pages! And I |ook
over to the other side of the room
and there’s Ben - not witing a
damm thing. And you know what -

that’s just like him | think he
| oved ne but he could never express
it, never talk about us... So how

pat hetic was that? He was just
sitting there while I was witing
on and on and on about why | |ove
him- the guy who can't do a
fraction of that in return.

She grabs the hanmer from Di ego, starts hacking away at the
shel ves with way too nmuch force.

DI EGO

Maybe you need a vacation.
SADI E

Maybe | do.

I NT. BROOKLI NE PREP G RLS SCHOOL - GYM OFFI CE - DAY
Ben pi cks up the phone.

BEN
Hel | 0?

CALLER (O S.)
Thi s Ben Murphy?

BEN
Yeah. Wio’'s this?

CALLER
"1l give you three grand for your
church reservation this Saturday.
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BEN
I wouldn’t wish that place on ny
wor st eneny.

CALLER
Then you' |l give it to ne for free?

BEN
You can’t use it anyway. You have
to pass a narriage preparation
course first.

CALLER
We finished this norning. Best
thing that ever happened to us.

BEN
("who gives a shit?”)
Good for you.
CALLER

I’mnot going to lie to you, there
were a few rough patches - but al

inall, I think it hel ped ne and ny
fiance grow as individuals, and as
a coupl e.

BEN

("go fuck yourself”)

G eat .

CALLER
Too bad you didn’t have the sane
experience. It’'s really too bad.

You go through the whol e course
only to find out you didn't |ove
each ot her enough?

Ben is livid.

BEN
What did you just say?

CALLER
Hey, don’t shoot the nessenger,
buddy. You' re the one who fl unked
t he course.

Ben sinks down into his chair, thinks about it.
CALLER

Wl l? Can we take your church
reservation on Saturday or what?



95.

Ben stands up.

BEN
It’s not for sale!

He hangs up, opens the window to the gymmasium Al the
girls are still doing push ups, totally dying. Ben |eans out
t he wi ndow.

BEN
Cl ass di sm ssed!

The girls all collapse. Ben grabs his coat and rushes out of
the of fice.

I NT. ST. AUGUSTINE' S CHURCH - FRANK' S STUDY - DAY

Reverend Frank is reading a copy of the National Enquirer

with the headline “Texas Town Possessed by Devil”. There's a
qui ck knock on the door. It opens, Ben runs into the office.
BEN

W didn't fail the marriage prep
course because Sadie and | didn't
| ove each ot her enough.

REV. FRANK
No, you failed because you weren’t
r eady.

BEN
Yes we were. We were totally ready
until -

Frank rai ses a hand, put down his paper.

REV. FRANK
I didn’t say you and Sadi e weren’t
ready. | said you weren't ready.

Sure Sadie had a few things she
needed to work on but you..

Frank shakes his head.

BEN
You don’t know what you’'re talking
about .

REV. FRANK

Is that right?
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Rev. Frank stands up, grabs a file off his desk, starts to
read fromit.

REV. FRANK
Communi cation - fail. Childbirth -
fail. Parenting - fail. [Intimcy -
fail. And those are only the ones

you knew about .

Frank noves around the desk toward Ben, his voice getting
| ouder and angrier.

REV. FRANK
How about conflict resol ution,
fi nanci al managenment, conproni se,
j eal ousy? Fail, fail, fail and
fail. Nobody ever said life was
easy, nobody ever said marriage was
easy, and you, Ben Mirphy -- you’l
fail at both.

Frank gets right in Ben's face.

REV. FRANK
You avoid everything that’s
unpl easant, everything that’'s nessy
or unconfortable or real. You
don’t want to see it, you don’t
want to deal with it, and you
definitely can't talk about it with
t he one person you shoul d be able
to tal k about anything with. How
ready for marriage does that sound?
Not ready, that’s how ready. Not
ready!

Ben really tenses up

REV. FRANK
For the |l ove of CGod, wake up! Wy
do you think your test question was
“why are you worthy of her”?

Ben | ooks like he’s going to lose it. Frank pushes in
closer, won't |et up.

REV. FRANK
Because you’re not! You' re not
worthy of Sadie. Not even close.
And you knew it all along, didn't
you?

Frank gives Ben a push.
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REV. FRANK
Didn't you?

That’s it. Ben takes a swing at himand Frank catches it
just short of inpact. Ben doesn’t back down.

BEN
| amworthy of her, |I do |ove her,
and | will marry her.

Frank smiles with pride, grabs Ben's face.

REV. FRANK
That’s nore like it!
BEN
What ?
REV. FRANK
If, after everything else, you're
still inlove and willing to fight

for it - that’s what marriage
preparation is all about.

Ben’'s a bit stunned.

BEN
| passed?

REV. FRANK
No, you pretty nmuch screwed up
everything - but yes, you passed
t he nost inportant test.

Ben smles, gets totally energized.

BEN
Then you' || help ne get her back.

REV. FRANK
It won't be easy.

BEN
(imtating Frank)
Life is hard, marriage is hard...

REV. FRANK
And sucking up is even harder. Go
with God, son.

Frank shakes Ben’'s hand.



98.

EXT. SADI E'S APARTMENT - DAY

Ben arrives on Sadie’'s doorstep with roses. He rings up to
her apartnment.

SADIE (O S.)
Yes?

BEN
Sadie, it's ne.

Click. Ben tries again - no answer. He backs up onto the
[ awn, yells up.

BEN
Sadi e!

She cl oses her curtains. Ben finally gives up, places the
roses by the fence, then wal ks away.

I NT. ST. AUGUSTINE'S CHURCH - SUNDAY SCHOOL ROOM - DAY
Frank sorts sonme papers on the desk. Ben runs in.

BEN
Sadi e won't see ne.

REV. FRANK
No ki dding. The wonman set her
weddi ng dress on fire after you two
br oke up.

BEN
It’ Il just take longer than |
t hought to convince her that we
shoul d be together. That’'s all.

REV. FRANK
I wouldn’t waste any tine if | were
you.

BEN
Wy ?

Frank | ooks at Ben, hesitates, then gets up and goes to the
chal kboard, starts drawi ng out a graph. Ben sits down.
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REV. FRANK
My son, listen carefully. Wen a
woman’ s heart i s broken, she goes
t hrough a nunber of recovery
st ages.

He draws a man and woman stick figure, then puts a big X
t hrough the man.

REV. FRANK
Stage one - Kleenex. Cries herself
to sleep every night.

He draws the crying, box of Kl eenex.

REV. FRANK
Stage two - chocolate. This one is
pretty nuch self explanatory.

He draws the woman stuffing her face and getting bigger hips.

REV. FRANK
Stage three - revenge. This can
take many fornms - tire sl ashing,
hate mail, and nost commonly, sex
wi th anybody who is better than
you.

Ben goes pale. Frank keeps drawi ng stick figures - including
one for revenge sex.

REV. FRANK
Then cones stage four - peace.
When she realizes she didn't need
you in the first place and after a
whil e, she even forgets your nane.

Frank draws a stick figure at peace. Ben |ooks like he's
going to cry.

REV. FRANK
Now in the case of our dear Sadi e,
t hanks to your behavior at the
fabul ous Carlisle Resort, she went
directly from here..

Frank points to the breakup X

REV. FRANK
To here.

Frank points to the revenge stage.
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REV. FRANK
O at |least she will be there once
she gets to Hawaii .

BEN
She’ s using our honeynoon tickets?

Fr ank nods.

BEN
So? She’ll be thinking of ne the
whol e tine.

Frank shakes his head, points to the revenge sex stick
figures.

BEN
Oh no.

REV. FRANK
Oh yes.

BEN

This isn’t another one of your

hi dden lessons is it? Are you
trying to get me all worked up so
go do sonet hing stupid?

REV. FRANK
Go ahead, don't believe ne if you
don’t want to - but I’'d be nore
t han happy to | end you ny copy of
“Grls Gone WId".

Ben’s mnd starts working, he junps out of his seat.

BEN
I’mnot going to | ose her.

Frank nods.

BEN
The church still mne on Saturday?
REV. FRANK

My son, the church belongs to al
those in need of spiritua
enl i ght ennent .

Ben | ooks at him- cone on.

REV. FRANK
Yeah, it’s still yours.
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I NT. BROOKLI NE PREP G RLS SCHOOL - GYMNASI UM - DAY

The girls are all |ounging around on the mats. Ben takes
control the second he steps through the doors.

BEN
Good norni ng | adi es!

The girls watch himwal king with confidence toward them
smling the whol e way.

A SHY G RL whispers to her friend.

SHY A RL
Oh ny God, he’s on drugs.

One of the bitchy girls, Tara, puts up her hand.

TARA
Yeah, M. Mirphy, can | be excused?
| have cranps today.

VAR
Me too, actually.

Ben grabs a bottle of Mdol out of his pocket, throws it to
Tar a.

BEN
There you go, Tara. Those should
take care of it. Mari, nice try.
You pul | ed that one on ne al ready
this nonth. Those are probably

just ovul ation cranps, they' Il pass
inafewmnutes with a bit of
activity. |If not, there’'s an
acupressure point in the mddle of
your back -

He touches his back to show t hem

BEN
Alittle bit of pressure there and
you' I | be a hundred percent in no
time. Anybody el se?

The girls are all shocked. One of Mari and Tara’s friends
speaks up.

OTHER BI TCHY G RL
Yeah, what’s with you?
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Ben smles. Way too excited.

BEN
I"’mgetting married on Saturday. |
t hi nk.

TARA

What do you nean, you think?

BEN
It’s conplicated, actually. W
were getting married, then we broke
up, nowit’s on again but ny fiance
doesn’ t know.

ANOTHER 4G RL
Hel l o! You should ask her if she's
cool with that.

BEN
| tried. Didn't go well. Besides,
any idiot can do that. It can't be
like it was last time. 1|’ve got to
show her how nmuch | | ove her.

The girls all “awww’.

BEN
I"’mgoing to get it all ready - and
do it the right way this tinme, nake
it nore us. Then | just have to
find a way to get her to the church

and I'1l ask her again right there.
TARA
Pl ease tell nme she at | east has a
dr ess.
BEN

Apparently she burned it right
after | called her a slut.

The girls all gasp in horror.

MARI
Li ke who burns a perfectly a good
dress?

Ben | ooks at her in disbelief.

Plump Grl

speaks up in the back.
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PLUMP G RL
You' re going to need sone hel p.

And so it begins...

I NT. BROOKLI NE PREP G RLS SCHOOL - HALLWAY - DAY

Plunp Grl and her friends wait as Ben | ooks at a draw ng of
a bridal gowmn. They're totally excited. Ben nmakes a few

m nor adjustnments on the drawing. The girls are even nore
excited now. Ben hands them back the draw ng.

EXT. SADI E'S PARENTS HOUSE - DAY

Ben knocks on the door. M. Jones opens it, sees who it is,
slams the door in Ben's face before he can say a word. He
turns around and | ooks out to the curb. Rev. Frank watches,
shakes hi s head.

I NT. BROOKLI NE PREP G RLS SCHOOL - HOVE EC CLASS - DAY

Students are in the mddle of a cooking class. Mari pulls
Ben into the room Ben shakes the HOVE EC TEACHER s hand.
He hands her nenu suggestions. She’'s totally into it, gets
the students’ attention

I NT. WAREHOUSE ARTS & CRAFTS STORE - DAY

Choir Boy runs down the aisle with a shopping cart, turns
into the aisle where Ben and Rev. Frank | oad up another cart
with bul k candles. They start |oading up Choir Boy’'s cart

t 0o.

EXT. SADI E'S PARENTS HOUSE - NI GHT

Ben marches up to the door and knocks again. M. Jones sl ans
the door in Ben's face again. Rev. Frank watches fromthe
curb, shakes his head

| NT. BROOKLI NE PREP G RLS SCHOOL - GYMNASI UM - DAY

Most girls are doing their gymastics but one ARTSY G RL

stands near Ben as they review a piece of paper on a
cl i pboard.
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Principal Martell wanders through the gym |ooks over Ben’s
shoul der, spots the piece of paper - a plan for a gymnastics
floor routine. She smiles at Ben, continues on her way.

As soon as she’s out of the room Ben flips up the paper to
reveal the floor plan of the church. Artsy Grl points out
x"s scattered all along the aisles. Ben adds in tw ce as
many x’s. She’'s happy. Ben turns his attention back to
teachi ng the cl ass.

EXT. SADI E' S PARENTS HOUSE - N GHT

Ben marches up to the door and knocks again. M. Jones sl ans
t he door in Ben's face again.

BEN
Ch cone on!

Rev. Frank pulls himoff the front steps, |eads himout of
t he yard.
I NT. ST. AUGUSTINE S CHURCH - FRANK' S STUDY - DAY

Ben wal ks into Frank’s study. Frank doesn’t even | ook up
from hi s magazi ne.

Ben flips back a paper on the flipchart easel. It’'s alist -
under the Ben columm “caterer, flowers, dress, Sadie’s
famly, wedding party, candles...” and under Frank’s col um

there’s s only “get Sadie to church”. Ben circles “Sadie’s
famly” nmoves it under Frank’s col um.

Frank doesn’t even | ook up fromthe magazi ne.
REV. FRANK

I’mnot going to sleep with G andma
Jones if that’'s what you’'re asking.

BEN

Just get themto the church
REV. FRANK

It’Il cost you 80 bones.

Ben takes out his wallet, starts counting out the cash.

REV. FRANK
Money doesn’'t really matter when it
comes down to it, does it? It’'s
not nore inportant than |ove.
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BEN
No.

Frank gives hima look. Ben gets finally it.

BEN
| didn't really blow half my house
downpaynent at ny bachel or party,
did 17?

Frank shakes his head.

REV. FRANK
But Sadi e forgave you for it
anyway, didn't she?

Ben smles, thinks about it. Frank reaches and grabs the
cash out of his hand.

REV. FRANK
The St. Augustine’s Orphan’s Fund
t hanks you.

Frank points himout the door.

I NT. BROOKLI NE PREP G RLS SCHOOL - GYMNASI UM - DAY

Ben's class is in progress. The girls are all working hard
at their routines.

A SECRETARY enters and hands Ben a note.

I NT. BROOKLI NE PREP G RLS SCHOOL - PRI NCI PAL’S OFFI CE - DAY
Ben knocks on Principal Martell’s door, |ooks in.

BEN
You needed to see ne?

PRI NCI PAL MARTELL
I"ve noticed how well you’re doing
with the students.

BEN
Yeah, they’'re great.

PRI NCI PAL MARTELL
W have a permanent teaching
position opening up this fall. 1'd
like to submt your nane to the
board, if you' re interested.
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Ben is surprised and thrill ed.

EXT. BROOKLI NE PREP G RLS SCHOOL - HALLWAY - DAY

Ben wal ks out of the Principal’s office, happy. Plunmp Grl
hi gh fives himon her way past.

EXT. SADI E'S PARENTS HOUSE - DAY

Reverend Frank shows up on the front steps with Choir Boy,
who is carrying a case of Scotch. M. Jones welcones them
in.

I NT. ST. AUGUSTINE S CHURCH - FRONT FOYER - DAY

Ben is pacing. A bunch of his students pass by with enpty
boxes.

MARI
Good luck, M. Mirphy.

Ben paces sone nore, turns to Frank.

BEN
It’'s tine.

REV. FRANK
You sure?

BEN
Absol utely.

I NT. SADI ES APARTMENT - DAY

Sadi e is packing for Hawaii. The phone rings. She answers
it.

I NT. ST. AUGUSTINE'S CHURCH - FRANK' S STUDY - DAY

Frank is on the phone.

REV. FRANK
Sadie, it’s Reverend Frank.
Good news. | found sonebody to

t ake your spot today so | can
refund your deposit. Can you cone
down here now to pick it up?
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I NT. SADI ES APARTMENT - DAY

Sadi e hangs up the phone, | ooks over to Karen lounging in the
corner of the room fully dressed for Hawaii .

SADI E
I have to run and get ny deposit
back fromthe church. W have
time, right?
Karen | ooks at her watch

KAREN
Tons.

EXT. ST. AUGUSTINE' S CHURCH - DAY

Ben waits on the front steps. Reverend Frank pops his head
out the door.

REV. FRANK
Still no sign of her?
BEN

No.

Frank | ooks a bit worri ed.

EXT. SADI E'S APARTMENT - DAY

Sadi e wal ks out the front door, spots Ben’s discarded flowers
by the fence. She stops, thinks about it, yells up to her
apart ment.

SADI E
Hey Kar en!

Karen | ooks out the w ndow.

SADI E
Let’s just go.

KAREN
kay.

Sadi e | ooks at the flowers again, then back at Karen.

SADI E
| was supposed to marry hi mtoday.



108.

She starts to get a bit upset, sucks it up.

SADI E
I don’t think I can go near that
pl ace. Not today. Not today when

some ot her couple will be there -
as happy as | thought | would be.
Anot her groom who | bet, | bet
knows damm wel|l why he | oves his
fiance. | don’'t want to see it. |
can’'t.

KAREN
So get the deposit when you get
back. It’s just noney. It won't
go bad.

SADI E

Let’s get out of here.

KAREN
Now you’ re tal ki ng.

Karen ducks out of the window Sadie takes a nonent to pul
hersel f together.

Karen emerges with their luggage. Sadie hails a cab.

EXT. ST. AUGUSTINE' S CHURCH - DAY

Ben still waits. Frank joins himon the steps. They wait in
silence. Frank |ooks his watch, then shows it to Ben.
REV. FRANK
What should | tell thenf
BEN
Tell them.. Tell themto have a
little faith.

Frank pats himon the back, heads back inside.

EXT. SADI E'S APARTMENT - DAY

Karen and Sadie throw their luggage into the trunk of the
cab, junp in the back seat.

SADI E
We m ght be able to get on an
earlier flight.
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KAREN
If not, a few pre-flight cocktails
won’t Kill wus.

SADI E
No ki ddi ng.

The 1 ndi an CAB DRI VER speaks up.

CAB DRI VER
Were to are you goi ng?

KAREN
Ai rport pl ease.

CAB DRI VER
Very good then.

The cab pulls a slow U-turn and heads off down the street.

EXT. ST. AUGUSTINE' S CHURCH - DAY

Reverend Frank waits at the door.

REV. FRANK
I"'mafraid that’'s it.
BEN
I know.
REV. FRANK
You want ne to tell themor -
BEN
I"Il do it.

Frank goes in. Ben gets up off the stairs, takes one nore
| ook behind him
I NT. CAB - DAY

Karen is looking at the Hawaii maps. Sadie is on her cel
phone.

SADI E
If there’s anything earlier than
that, we'll take it. O herw se

we' Il stick with flight -

She grabs the itinerary from Karen.
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SADI E
795 at 7:20. Anything earlier?
2:45, we’'l|l take it. Thanks.

She gives Karen the thunbs up - then | ooks outside the cab.

EXT. ST. AUGUSTI NE' S CHURCH - DAY

The cab pulls up to the curb just as Ben is about to head
i nside. He stops.

I NT. TAXI CAB - DAY

Sadi e | ooks at where they are.

SADI E
Oh ny Cod.
She sees Ben at the top of the steps, smling at her. The
cab driver turns around -- it’s Choir Boy in a turban.
KAREN
Jesus! Are you even old enough to
drive?

Sadi e steps out of the cab, |ooks up at Ben. He calls down
to her.

BEN
You were right.

SADI E
About what ?

Ben starts wal king down the stairs to her.

BEN
| was afraid to get married. |
never had any doubts about marrying
you. That part was al ways easy.
But | think in the back of ny m nd
| always thought you deserved
better than nme. Sonebody |ike, I
don’t know - Craig.

SADI E
No.



Sadi e starts to tear up, tries to suck it up

Ben t akes

At that,
gets down

In the cab, Karen and Choir

BEN
Wien we decided to get married, it
was the happi est and scariest day
inny life. | thought to nyself,
how on earth did I get so |ucky,
and then right after that I
t hought, oh ny God, I'mthis guy
di sgui sed as one of those guys who
gets to marry an amazing girl, and
any mnute now, sonebody is going
to figure out who he really is.

BEN

And | think Reverend Frank had it
figured out the m nute he net ne.
He was the only person who saw it,
so what does he do? He scares ne
to death, enbarrasses ne, nakes ne
sick to nmy stomach, pushes ne -
everything short of beating it out
of me - and then cones the witten

test. He gives nme the one question

he knows | couldn’t answer. *“Wy
are you worthy of this marriage?”
Wiy are you worthy of this

marri age?

SADI E
You had a different question.

BEN
| didn’t know t he answer then.

her hand.

BEN
But | know it now.

the tears really start flow ng out of Sadie.

on one knee.

teary-eyed thensel ves.

BEN
| amnot the smartest guy in the

world but I am smart enough to know

that | should spend the rest of ny
life with you.
( MORE)
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Ben

Boy are both getting a little
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BEN( cont ' d)
I"’mnot the richest guy in the
worl d either and I may have used
some bad judgenent under the
i nfluence of tequila, but | do have
a great career that means sonething
to me, and soon a full tine
teaching job. But the thing is,
noney doesn’t matter, | know that.
As | ong as we have enough to get
by, and raise a famly, we’'ll be
fine. And we will have a big
famly, I’msure of that too. |
got into teaching because | |ove
kids, but I think I nmet one spoiled
and nasty kid too many. Sonewhere
along the line | forgot that who
ki ds are depends a | ot on how
they’'re raised. So | swear to you,

"1l be a great dad. |’ m sure of
it. In the delivery room |’ m
there. | mght have to take a

G avol, but damit, I’ mthere.
Afterbirth, bring it on. 1 can
handle it. No matter what, | am
not |eaving your side. | |ove you,
Sadie. And yes, | want to cuddl e,
but to be perfectly honest, | also

want to do it in the shower, or
anywhere el se for that matter,

many, many tinmes a day. | think
about it a lot. Too nuch in fact.
And if you want to talk about it as
much as do it, | swear you will not
be able to shut nme up.

She | aughs. He takes a deep breath, goes in for the finish.

BEN
Sadi e Jones, | |ove you. You
always said it enough for the two
of us and I swear if it takes the
rest of ny life to nake up for

that, so be it. | love you, | |ove
you, | love you. If you'll marry
me, | can absolutely prom se you

that we will be conpletely and
utterly unprepared for all the
great and not-so-great stuff that
is inevitably going to happen to
us.

Sadi e | aughs, wi pes her face.
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BEN
But if we really |ove each other, |
prom se you, we will nmake it.
Marry nme.

She nods, cries sone nore. Ben gets up and ki sses her,
starts leading her into the church.

SADI E
Did you nean now?

BEN
What’ d you think I neant?

She | ooks down at herself, points to her snudged eye make-up.
Ben sm | es, opens the door.

BEN

Ye of little faith.
I NT. ST. AUGUSTINE S CHURCH - FOYER - DAY
Ben pulls Sadie in the door. Her nother is there waiting
with a stunning dress. Sadie |ooks around - what is going on
here? Karen joins her, gives her the nod - it’s okay.
I NT. ST. AUGUSTINE'S CHURCH - DAY
The place is Iit up with hundreds of candles. Very sinple
flowers. A select few guests. Ben joins his friend Joel and
Reverend Frank at the front. M. Jones gives Ben the warning
nod - I'mwth you but don't fuck it up.

They hear the doors open at the back of the church. Reverend
Frank | ooks down the aisle at Sadie - we doing this?

She nods, and starts her way down the aisle.

EXT. ST. AUGUSTINE S CHURCH - GARDEN - DAY
A small reception for Ben and Sadie. Frank raises his glass.

REV. FRANK
To the happy coupl e.

GUESTS
To the happy coupl e.

Ben and Sadi e ki ss.
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I NT. ST. AUGUSTINE'S CHURCH - FRANK' S STUDY - DAY

Frank is at his desk going over papers. There' s a knock on
t he door then an innocent, unsuspecting COUPLE peeks in.
Frank notions themto cone in and sit.

REV. FRANK
So, you want to get married in ny
church, do you?

The couple sits down, all cuddly and in | ove.
GROOM TO BE
We understand that you Il only

marry couples who are conpletely
r eady.

The coupl e | ooks at each other |ovingly, hold hands.

GROOM TO BE
W are. W' re ready.

Frank smles at them

FRANK
("you are so fucked”)
|'"msure you are. |’msure you

are.

FADE QUT.



