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BT, PIFTY AVENCS BAY
The bowoers of Maphattan., 1%39.

The corner of Fifth apd 48th.

A brooding Elgure, a young man coiled in anwlety, standa

smoking. Fe 1a staring up at an office building across tha
gtreet . Painted on one huge wall of the bullding: CHARLES
SCRIBNERTZ SONS -- TUBLISHERS AND BOOKSBLLERS.

He slowly roalmes vp one fool and stomps it down again. &
narvous Lic of gome kindy

wo notice tha sldewalk around his feet io littered with
clgarebts bukbs,

HEig pnwavaring dazse nevar leaves a corner window oft the FPIfth
floor of the office bilding across the ptireet.

Haanﬂhileﬁ it thaf dgerner offica, ..
INT. MAR S QFFICE DAY

We hear a sound. ..

Scritch ... gexriteh ... scriteh ...
-1 péncil writing on paper. ..

Mid wir See three words, ..

THE GREAT QATERY.

We are looking at The gpine of a2 book., We move along a shelf
of pooks. After GATSBEY. ..

THIS ZIDE OF FARADIZE. ..
THE BEAUTTFUL AND DRMEED.
THE SUN ALED RIEBEE.

1f you wanted to read the hest of modern American likersture
you gould do worde than start with these L{tles.

1f yop wanted to be at the epicentar of modern American
literature you could de worss than this room.

Hixt PEREIRS mfta at his desk in hia clubtered cffice.

Bookcages jammed with nmovely, pilea of manuscripta, BUR 2y
heaps of dorraspondenca.



ne is editing some gallay precfs, golng through them with a
red peneil. Serlcch ... sexitch ... apriteh. ..

Bant ovaer hig work, we do net ase hls face, We only s=e hizg
hat . The Hab. & hatkbersd grey fedora. It75R never off, 1ike it
iy part of his head.

Maxyx underlines a long peotion in yed. Seoriiliiireh.

at the top cf Ehe page we aeb the Eitle of the povel be is
adiking. ..

A FRREWELL 70 ARMS.

Maxwell perkins ia palrayr-in~chisf ab Scribmera, bhe famous
Hew York pablishing house.

Beyond Max’s office door we 0all e sditorg, secretaries and
clerks gliding silently past, The sacred PFifth Floor of
gepibneras i cathedral qulek. Low voices in conferancse and
rha rattle of typewriters in Lie diatancs.

Max turng a page. Continues xeading the gallays. Makas a
mimute nobe ia Lhe margio.

apother EDITOR enters. Plops an ERQIROS maiacript on Max's
denlk . Thued. '

The manudceript is fiva inches high. 1,114 pages.

EDXTOR
Yoy might wank te read thiz ome.

Max looks up. We finzlly see hls face past the rim of his
hat . Handsome and clvilized. An eccentrie Yankee gentieman.
Very kind ayes.

He takes in the taaaive bLome. (uite Bobioup.

MAEX
please bell me it's double-apaced.
EEFL TR
Mo auch Iuck.
MAK

wheTe did yon geb It?

BEDIROR
Friand of a friend, woman named Aline Bernstein.
The stage desiggey. The avthor i her ... probega.



Mar rumg bie thurk along the astounding Live Inches of pure
Laxk.

EDITOR
the sald every other publishear io tows bas ajready
rurned it down, but I'4 appreciate it if you counld
take a look and send a formal rejection. Only way I
cast get ber off wy back.

MAX
I it any good?
BRITOR
Food? ¥o ... Buk itro unique.

Max glances ko Bim, The other Edftor Xrew this response would
inkxigus Max.

MAX
A tuick look.

' EnITOR
Thanks, Max, ¥ owe you,

The Rditor goes.

Max glances at bthe title page of the mopolithic manuseript.
o LOfiT by Thomas Wolfe.

INT.

A CORDUCTOR mbanda at tha passenger gate, allpwing the last
fow comtmtere ko hurry throwgh and board a waiting traim.

CONTHICTOR,

jcaile)
5142 ko New Caxnaar,. Xaabk call,

Ko one alase esera bo ba coming, hﬂt.thn Conducktor dosm not
shmut the gaks. #a glancea at hie pocket watch. 6:00.

Thern he lookws toward che terminal. Walts,

And Mex appedrs, battered briefeage in hand. He huryiss
through Yhe gatbe.

MAX
Good evening, Pate,



CONDULTOR
all akoard, Mr. Parkins.

Max, a wan of wery regular mabltg, bosyda the £:43 at
nrecisely 6:04. Bxactly aa he does each apd every night.

The Conductor tloses bhe patsenger gate and signalas. Ha
climbe ophoarnd and the rrain immediately pulls ouk.

INT. FRAZIN EYEHING

The rrain chuge toward Rew Candan.

wax mits, hat Eirmiy planted, and sulis bhe firat pestion of
the huge sanuscript from hig briefcage. PraphYes himeelf,

and he raads the opening. We near Thomse Wolfe's voloes

TOM [V.0.)
wp stone, & heal, an unfound door; of a stong, a
teaf, = door. Bnd of all the forgotten faces...

rifhich of us bas ¥nown ls brother? wolch of vy has
jocked iute his farher's hearl? Which of us has Dot
rensined foreaver priscn-pent? Which of ua iz not
forever a stranger and alooed¥ -

¥ax ateps resding. Glances up. HEOMm. Be returasz Lo bthe
mapzgeript, intrigued ToW.

oM {V.C.)
rqemembering, opeechlegsly we seek the great
forgotten lagguage, the lost lane-snd into heaven,
a atone, a legf, An tipifonnd door_ Whera? When?

*3 logt, and by Che wind grieved, ghost, comd back
agalim.™

Max abops reading. Glances out the window. Takes 3 bresth.
And returns ko the wamascripk.

EXF. HER  CHITARN EVEN NG
Mar is lost in O LOET.

#a walks through the charming village of waw Canaan, naring
nin way homs from Lhe ryain sratlop, He zeada & section of
rhe panuscript, paying ne attention whatacever to where he is
giiﬂg. tyusting that instinct oT pivine Providenca will lead
him.



BXT. PRREING HOME . EVENING

Max‘a home is a lovely affair with Eive white columne out
fronk. Yt iz a vomfoxtakle houpe that, like ita owmnex,
gechews ostentabtion,

2t131} buried in the manvscript, M= epters...
AL, YRARING BOMB BYRIING
. And is impadiately assaunlied by his two youngest

Aaughters, ¥AEQY, %, and JARNE, io. They spring oot frvom
niding and eing in bazmony:

. . BANICY and JhNE
Hellllloooda, Daassasaddy!

MARI
Hallo, ducka.

He wanders past them, stdll burled in the maouscript.

NANCY
More rebaarsall

fhe and JAne Scawpar niﬂltd.pariact thedr masical gresting.

M uanﬂurh toward bha ldvieg room, reading hungeily, in
pearch of his evening dyink.

tn the Livipg room, Max's wife DODISX -- a capable and laving
woman -- ig rahearsing with her DRAMA Cidft, a collection of
theatrical Ty-inelinad woten,

TOUISR
{gapticulnting}
‘"gear no wore che heat o' the oun,
Hor the furious winter's rages...*

Max, still durled in the manuacript, guickly changes couras
to avedd them and goes into hie study. ..

i ~ARVRE COHTTIARONE

Mox'e next oldest daughter, PBESGY, 14, ia lounging on a agfa
talking on the pbone. She waves Lo him as:

BEEEY {on phome)

avs | oEold you, Jimmy, i dem‘t Lika the movlesz, I
rwad booke!



)

Max glves her anp ApLIoving nod -~ thatcs my girl -- and heads
cuat agalo. ..

INE o ABLLWAY CONTINIOUS

ariil buried iy the manuscript, he RoVes dowte @ hallway to
the Ribtchen...

£, AN FETCHEH COMTINTOLS

Max enters the kitchen, Yhe family’s robugt black wald,
BLBANGE, le loudly chopping vegetables.

Be fngtastly briss te escape. Too tate.

ELEAHGRE
vou gonna have Chat breast of guinsa hen again?

: MAE
varn, Lhank you.

ELEAMOR
{disapproving, chopping)
How one map can eab the same rhing for five months
1 do not know -- Hor why I have to coul LWn

Adifferent dinnets every blessed night of the
week., ..l

max beats a hdsty retreat as Bleanor wont inces Lo complain
happily... '

INY. STRIRG/BALEMAY COMTERTOUS

Max, 8till buried ia the sxpuseript, wakes hia way up Lha
aralys, He enters the Master Badraom...

IXE. MASTRR BELEOOH EONTTIGGUS

gis two oldest daughters {(yes, theps ate five altogether] --
wliasaheth colled BIFFY, 16, and BEATEM, 1B -~ are oocupying
the bedroeom. Fertha poses baiore 2 f1311-length mirrox in &
proM gowe. ZipryY jiep on the bad in jeans.

BERTIA
Hatlle, Daddy -- How do I look?
MAX
Juar beautifual.
ZLIFRY

ip'e the nrom next weexkl



Max
(Lo Barrhal

Already? ¥You're a0 old, and net wmarried yef. Hmm.

He mpcapes, Linalily, into hip glosec. ..

INE.. C1OSET CoNTrIIoS

gtiil buried in bhe mspuscript, Max sits in a corper of him
walk-in clodet. Reading costeanredly.

Than atr idea:

MAY,

faalla)
Bartha, honey, Would vou fetech taddy a marbinly
BERTHE [¥.0.}

May I have one?y

MK
Bring one for your aister too.

Max pusahies his hat back a hit and zaads.
INT, DIAING R00% NICHT
God love him, Mux is trylng o eoicentrate.

Lovise declalme:

EAFTER

I thlnk we'ro making great progress with the Ravd,

{?E ushichery now is "oaturallsm, " Make it trge o
8.

Bleanoy imx perving a hnﬁutiful dliner of xoaat besf Lo btha
regt of tha family. She thuds dows a plate of roast hen for

Moz with a digapproving anork,

PEGGY
How can it be trus e 1ife? It'm a play.

LOVIER
Well, real life can Be thesarriocal, cap'i ik?

Max grumbles sormething insudiblas.

LOUras
Your father digapproves of oy drama olub.



ANE
Daddy, why don't yeo waoh Mama Lo be ad acbreds
agatln?

MAN
sesavge limelight lan’t bhecoming Eo 4 womaDn wf youz
mothar'd yeaid,

BERTHRL
You rsh.

LRITEE
oh ves, save the whirlwindg iife of glamoux Eor
himself, thai'as your father. Bodak parties snd
aignings and the like while we suffer hore in Lhe
wiidernoegs, denied even the rudiments of oulture...

The dirher contipues to swirl azound Maz.

INT. LIVWIAD ROOM WIS
max sits silently in a corpey, buried in the manesoriph.

Louige and Eippy slt a¢yoas the roo, iiptening to a radio
drama. Peggy lies om the fleor, peading,

Perkha swirla in, dressed fox a datsa, kigges Max. fe never
1poks up from bhe manusoriph.

BERTEHA
on’t walt up.

MAax
T,

HERTHA
Eiaven.

MAR
Ten.

BEETHA
swine.

gpha owlria cub.

S MASTEE BEDROON, . . NIGET
Max alwmply can't aleep.

#e carefully rises =o as not Lo distourh Louise. He ls almoak
ter the doar when:



LOYiag
Bon' bt Lorget your hatb.

Max reburins for hias hzbt and leaves.

INT, o BTLIRY HISHT

Max atts, i hab apd pajamaa, and devours the manuvscnipt.
Bgrtha aneaks past the open doerway, just coming in. Late.

MAE
Ten.

She eatexg, ¥ipaes kim. He doesn 't lcok up From the
manugaript.

HERTHA
ok, PBaddy, weren’t you ever a girl io love?

MA
Yea, but bhat was a long biwe ago.

She amiles, Slances down at the manuscript.

ABETHA
‘That's a very long paragraph,

MAX
it started four pages ago.

RERTHA
RPagy Daddy.

ghe kivsee him agadn and starte Eo go. He 34111 doesn’t ook
up frow Lhe manuscriph.

MAX
You're tac young to be in love,

BERTHA
How old do you have Lo ba?

MAK
Forby.

She anllea and goes. Be conbinges Lo read.
INT, TRATY MOBNING

Max nitg as khe #:0F Lrom ¥ew Capsan ioonz Lo Mashattan, Ha
ig 8v111l buried in fhe mannaceipt.




At laab be Eipishes the fimal page.

He aits for & moment.

Than 4lowly snlles.

FE - SCRIBNERS -~ CONFERENCE ROOM . DAT.

CHARLRS SCRIDNER, apgisht and august, rrealdes. He is a man
worn Lo preside, He has a tendency La peer coglly ovew his

glassen., The =feribnexr stare® haa heapn koown to wither the
must steel-hearted of xen.

gis bean of EDITORS sit around 5 long conferenca hehla.

MAX
.. %Well, frankly, he was pretty shaken up when
GRTERT Aldntt sell. But he’s working pow. That'n
all that mstters for him.

SR TURER
And have we any idea of when we might see thig new
book?

MAL
Wak foar a hit.

SCRIBNHR
¢ musk canfess Lo soms trepidation about granting
anothey ndvapcs bto your Mr. Fitzgerald. The phrass
sthrowing good money after bad" comes to wind.

L H A
4 fair amount of that good money was from THIS EIDE
OF FARADISE. sir.

gupribner stares at bl evenly.

SCRIBMER

wine years age, Mr. Ferkine.
Bax

I believe his best books are hefore him.
SCRIBHER

I can't say 3 share youy faith io pde ... Very

well., But pleage inforw your auther khat our
patispce grews thin, So¢ Loo oux fail list for
Fiction. How, &P thera's nothing [urther—-
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7254
AB to the fall Iist, sir. T have ous other ftem I

would like to recommend. I think we ahould publish
g LOST.

Grosns and gkarbled looks around the table.

BRTTOR 1
Yol cah't he serious, Max.
MAX
Hever s po,
SCRIBNER

Which one ip this?

ERITOR 2
The hillkilly book.

MR
It’E not a AillyhRilly book. Ib'e a brilliank

coming-of-age atory about a restiess young mag in
¥orth Carclina, It s a universanl story, six,

SCRIRNER
Yroe net resd I ... But itfe very long lsack fe%
MAX

Mongtrously long.

BECRIBNER
And gpome of the language is, how te pub it,
bordearing on the rigguey

MAX
Oh, wall over bhe Bhordex, But it's a mighty good
read.

BOITOR 2

I vonlen't make it through ten pages.

MAX
Waltl, T made ir through elesven hundred snd fen amd

I“va never read anything quite Like it in my 1ifwm,
It'e exhilarating, air.

ACRIBNER
I should like to table thiz discussion. Parhapa it
in somebhlng we can conelder for next ysar,



pAX
®o, gir.

A Eremor shasts around che tablie. Neo, sir?d
Geribner slowly turpe "tha skars* on Max,

BB IRNER
Ferklus?

MAX

thie is a zaw Ealent. He won't wait for a year.
He'll fipnd aoothex publisher,

EDITOR 2
in Faris mayhe.

SCRIEERER
Have you wmebt che author?

: MAX
Bera coming by today.

SCRATENER
And you belleve ysu can work the wmawuscript inke &
Foxm the general public will find acceptahle?

MbY.
17 corkals of it.

Scribaer ls unsuere. ¥ax pressag:

MAX
to my fourteen years im the publishing busdipess
1‘ve pever soen & book kike this. It'g an importank
bk, afxr -- 1t'H & pew voleoe, a pew apivit even.
plares and awkward and scaring all ab abnce. it's

SCHIRNHR
T was afrald you ware going to say Wnitman. Hothilng
byt brouble, that ona.

Seritner caenaidexs.

SUCHIBNER
Mr. Pexkins, you bhave yet bto digappoint e --
vou’ve terrified me, but never disappointed me ...
Werll publish vour hook 1f you can rtame Lhe beast.
Po not make me Tagret thia deciston ... Anad so if
thare'd nothing else, gentlemen, good day.
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Scrionet stands and the mesting bresks up,
EXT.. FINTEH AVENUE e AT
The brooding figure we saw before, the young man golled in

apxiety, i back. Again staring st the Seribner Building
acrogs the streek.

He Finally ftosses z clgarette away, raleee hiz fook one laeb
time and scomps it down, kbek hurried across the slryest.

#ia launches himgelf ipte the Seribner duilding before he van
changs his mind.

INT. MAK- S OFFICH PO F- 4
Beriteh ... soriteh ... seriteh...

Mzx ims hard at work when a volos echoes gulskly through his
offine,

TOM (V.0.)
Mighty books. .. '

Max iocks up at the incredibla person of THOMAS WOLFR.

Tom is coilad in Ehe doorway like a predator. He has a mop of
unyizly hiack hair to mateh his unruely biack eplyit, He iz a
farocious force of mnature who devours srearybhing he comes
acroas: wards, sinells, Ilgquer, food, images, pecple.

He gaxes in awe at Bhe many books in Max's wifive. Ba is 2§
years oid.

oM
Mighty booka...

MAX
May L hoip your

Tom ptrides foward the books, like a Siven la calling him. He
Tuns his hands over the books, getbing £o know Chem by touch.
Tactile aexperience his oniy God,

TN
coddarn, look at all these books -- do you ever
gLop to consilder the pure man-sweaf thal went into
each and every lise -- little testamenta of faith
peyeamsd oub in the dark eight, in the cold oight
when the wind's blowing, in the vain bops chal
aomacne will resd and hear apd understand. . .



14

MRE
vout most be Thomas Wolfe.

oM
{arill fondling the bookk}
Lre these atl your authors?

MAK
ot Tolsatoy.

Tom somahow manages to Leax himegelf £rom the bookeg, Offers a
hond Lo Max.

TOM
My, Parkins.

. EnX
girt down, plenge.

poter togges bimeelf in a chalir. Thump. ¥is dlatended limbs
splay about awkwardiy, Sees hia menacript on Max's deak.

TOH
T wasp’h even gonna coms. Prefer to get my
rejections in Che maili, ipece’s pomething
surgically antigpeptic shout thona famlliay words:
wie weuret te inform you..." -- But I wanted to
meet the you -- tde man whe first read Mr. F. Boaott
pitzgerald and pald, *Yes, the world needs poats.
By God puklish this baatard bedause tie world needs
puets of why even Ilve... PV

it im apparent that Tom's worde flow oub awf him 1ike mighty
rivers, ebhing and fiowing 1n great corrants, sometimes
finding their way to magnificent deitaa ok poetyy and
meaning, and sometimes alipping off inte iitkle cxibutaries
that lead to not mach of anywhare.

Hip accent ls thick and redelent of his pablve Roxth
Carolina. -

Max ie utterly amazed at this curicus young mah, in every way
hls pelar opposite.

TON
. Bo 1'm looking at that man aow. Hell,
congratulaticne on finding one gealus -- twa if you
soumt Hemingway. As Eor this ona, he'll paisevere.
vou can'bk kill the desp roots by suttisg off a few
top branchesi The roota GO DERP, My, Perkins. and
tony are URASSAILABLE!



Tom pausges bong enough o take & breath -~ Max iumps 1n:

MA
Mr. Woife, we inkepd to publish your book.

A haakb.

TOH
Pl ioh?

BAY
1f that's acceptzble to you.

vom ia, for perlapa the f£irst bLime in hias 1ife, apeachliesd.
Max takes advontage of the resplia:

MR
Now, 1T'd 1iXe to do Bome work with you. Io ite
gurrent state O LOST is simply too long for ons
voluns. And I think you oould afford to shape it a
hik. Cut off a few of Eha *top boanches.®

Tom's blupteyr apd hravade are snddenly goom. e 1s an sager

pup. Ee leaps up. Divee over the desk and pumps Max's hapd
wiaiantly.

T -
M. Barkios -- I ¥now you're nof baving me oh --

you don't leok the tyne -- but By Qud -- this is
teo puch for met

Max smlies and rebyleves his wounded arm. Tow rangesa argubd
the office,

TOK
You dem'+ knew ... You Son't know ... Brary
aonofabiteh publisher 1o New York haheng oy book.
Hell, Cthey hate qa, which I can understand, Ealievse

e -~ -
M
Fisaga, Mr. ¥olfe, if you can sit down I have a few
guagtiona. .. '
TOM

Tom, ploasa.

Pom forcea himgelf to aib, leaning forward eagerly. Max leana
wack to give himself a iiktle room to breathe as Tom ia
pretty mach sucking all the owygen frow the room.
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MAT
Tewn ... I take it your bock ia aytobiegraphical in
sature?
TOM

wa ather way to write, is there?! Bugehe Zamt iB
mef And my Momma iz Bliza and my Papx is W.O. Gant .
And my brother Ben is Ben im the kook and my slster
Mzbel im Helen and-- -

MRX
wWe'1l get luto all thak--

TCM
T did change some of the npames.

MER
guy acteorteys will appreciate Chat.

s
T kpow it'a teo hong! My Lord, you don'b knaw hiw I
struggled to cut the gorgon down, You dom’ L XPOW
how I fought with her. She licked me, Mr. Periinal
eHE LICKED Miti But 1’1} cut amykbhing you zay! Juat
¢give me the word...!

MRL
TOW. . .

mew ptopa, fooke at bhim, Max leans forward.

MAY
The book bDeiohga to you ... AIX 1 wank to da 1a
brigg your werk to Lhe pubiic im the hest Bl
torn. My job, my enly fob, is to put ool L3
jpte bhe bands of readars. '

A beat.
TOM
Thank you, Mr. Perkine.
MaX
How Serihpers has agreed to give you our atandazd
advance against royaibies ... [Max glvea him a
cheel) ... Ef thieg is asablisfacbtoly Wa can proceed

at whatsver pace ls comforrabile for you.

tom locks ab the sheck. grunned.



oM
Five hundred dollars.. .

His head drops. When he locks wp, Max is uttexly surprised to
pae he I8 orylhg. Openly. Unashawed.

TOM

Mo one ever thought wy wricing was worth a dime
vefore, ..

He zimply canoot go oh, be im tos overcoms with raw emotion.
Tom is always heing overcome with some emotion or othex.
Mever feigned, alwaye pincers, But alwaye operatic.

T '
Can we ptart bomorrow? «- ¥ nead «- I need--

MAX
GEf ooures,

Tom astands, wesping. Moves to the door, Stups. Turna back.
TOR
1 promise to work hard ... ALY % ask is a little
henaat help. : :
Ha blitdaro ocub.

Tax sicg for a moment. Daar God, whet have I gotten afysell
nLo?

Be iooks down B¢ contipue with some werk -- whan auddeniy a
AU #REEL YRLL FAATTERS the industrious busynpess of the
Fifeh Flont.

Hazx fiances up.

He gaes Tom leaping and caverklng away down the hallway.
BXT ., STRERT HIGHY

o is striding along, gounting to Rimself hepplly, his
frenzied pace devouring the sldewalk in great chumks.

He awerves inboe a modest apartment building. ..

ey o TO¥ 8 AFARINERT HIGHY

Tom's small apartment would be opartan bob for the aceagional
and loving teuches of anothey hand.



LE

Homemade drapes on Hhe Gingy windows, 3 iovely shawl toased
perfectly over Lhe decaying cottch. And a sSUSPLUOUR Finner on
the bartersd kitches cable.

The loving towches arve Lhe work of ALINE BBRARSTEIN. who
sbandg at the atova, basting & fipne leg of Eamb.

& talented theakrical degigrer of note, aline i a woman of
ek rame a5d volatlle emobicne that ehe capnob, for the 1ife
of her, conoeal.

ona $g Tow'a lover. She is alse marricd. She is also 20 yeaxd
aidar than he ls.

+om Ehuniders ln and covers her with kipses:

ToH
I'm sorry, honey, I'wm a gréat theught leas caf -~ I
{ust got Lo rambiin® -- before T koew it 1 was Gp
by Colusbia -- wadk watil you heax--l

ALIHE
Row zit down, I've been basting 1ike a dewmon LoF
twr DOULE. ..

she prepares btwn plabed aa Tow, at3iil standing, grabs a vell
From the bable, devoura it in one bite, asn:

TON
Aline Rooey, you're nol GQOLDE believe this -- X
went by Scribpers today to pick up the mwanuscript -
- {#e piucka some buibter from the copnter, elatherd
it cm anothey ralil -- met a fellow named Max
berikima, Bditor-ip-chief. ¥hich pretbty much means
}e's the high muckaty-muck over Lhere--

2lipe aweepa the lambk to the table:

KLINE
Sipw down, you're geing to choke--

TOM
This is the fellow whe discovered Flragerakd and
wemingway, honeyl Strides with glantsk

ALINEG
Wall, glante need £o eabl Lo0. 21k down.

eha prepares a plate for Tom, seTving great heapsz o phas and
patatoes. He forces himeslf ke ait. Inatamely heglos
devouring sverything in aight.



T
Bo I walk in there and start poptlficating aboub
books and sueh -~ do you have any of Char mine
Jelly? -~ izhe gets him some mint 211y, ho
glabhers ik onl -~ F wag DECLAIMING lixn a EBRMH
FOOL when he looks at me and paye, real guiat
"Hr. Wolfe, wa intend ko publisk vour book.r

" oa

Aline steps. Looka at him.

ALINE
Hﬂ‘i T -

Tom leaps wp, lavghing. He taker het in hls arme a&nd sulngs
ner arcund. Soth lauvghing,

RLINE
&h, Tom ... Congvabuiazbions...

e smobhera her in kKlases,

T
dur bosk, Allne ... Qur hook ...

He £z weeping and langhing all at the mame time. Thern he ia
kilgzing her deaply, davouring har.

gha rosponds hungrily. A passlonste, erotie bhond.

Ee pushes bar agalnst the fridge, she wraps herself apuund
nim and they are scon making lovre with Joyoua abandon.

INT, - MAY'S OFFICHE EVERING
Tom sits aoross Srom Max.

A copy of the masmoth manuacript before each of them.

Bilence.
O
How much you figurs wa have to gut?
MAZ
T'm guessing arcund 300 pages. Bur it’s not page
gount that'sa impoztant. It'a btelling the atory.
Sllepon.

Tom looka at his tangseript. His baby.



TOM
There ibL Ls. Pour years of my 1ife ... My heart
pleeds to see anybhing go, buobk I guems it's die dog
oy sak the hatcher.

MAX
¥ou back bthe worda right oub of my moukh,

And we out to;

rrad WINDOW - MAX' S OFRICE EVEMING

Lookitg through the window, we ane Max laaning over, tucnlng
ko the first page of the manascripb.

He begins to dlecuay page ané with Tom.

#e mlowly pull back uabil the 11iumdnated window Sg Just one
of the many eyes into the worklag hive of 1528 Maphattan.

BXT. HEW CRNRAN . BVENIMG
Max ig leading Tom through tha guiet atrsets of New Uanaman.
TN

... 38 khat the libratr? o many hooka do yan
figure it has? Ten theusand? More? Twenty
thousand? b thisk I could borrow & few. . .7

BXT.. PERKINS HOME 18
They approach the housze.

T
... Dod, it's a wmanajiom, Max! hz=m bthoms darmers
original to the Nouae,..?

IHT. DINING RUGH HEIGHT

Youtyr Nancy e, gquite simply, royrified, She sity right nexkt
be Tem, Wie spormous ensrgy, thundering wolpe awpd wild hands
tarrify her.

Max’ g Hewest author bolds court over dinner as he Aungrily
devours everyrthing in alght. He has no idss what to do with
hig hands -~ they sesm to have a 1ife of Ehelr own --
flailing about.

He ig, for Blm, on his best pekavior.



21l

gk
. Well, Chat's why I oeed Max ag machl 2'w by
natire & poutter-loner, not a faker-outer. BEut ©
L0sT 5till needs a bucheb’s worth of taking out.

' MaK
He's balng very brave about it.

M| Epyo] o
[£he hosteas]

Mayx btelis um you're working op a new baok.

TOM
He even gave ne tha ldea +« the central premise
arcund which T can organize my lunabklic xswbiinge--

MAX
i didn't give you anything.

PREGY

How can you work on iuur gacond hook when you’ta
atill oditing your Eirst?

TOM
‘I'm nothing 1f not a big old octopus, One arm abiill
wraprred arcund O LO0ST whlle ansbher aneaks over
there through the hriny daep to work on the oew
hoek,. T guead you could ssy i'm batbacilar.

AEREY
{ioveas the word)
Cidach,

PEGEY
What a Tha now o0 apoity

TON
It's about AMBRICAI ALL of ity I'm trylng te
captire averything -- every ciliy and vilizge and
gtone and lea¥ and mar and ohlld -- evary faym and
Fiowar and river -- ALL the riverp -- the
Allegheny-Miselazippi-Colunbia-tolorado-0his-
misgouri-Flatte-and-Potomar -- 4'e abouf the on2
apetylena-toych-whita-bright tyuth that burns
through every man in thls countyy. And bhat is the
aoarch for & txus FATHHR. ..

Tom realizes one of Wig bands has escaped. He plante it
Efxmly ower the butter dlabh llke a karantula. Befare lopg ha
isg gp{nning tha bukter dish nervously.
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Maw ghtopa.
oh deax.
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TOM
I don't mean a BIOLOGICAL farher. I'm nob talking
ahout SEERM -- {touise chokes) -- t4m kalking aboul
our need to reouxm to The FATHER OF O SPIRIT. To
go home OOOS AVES rop the only arms that oAl bring
as aolage. It'E about wandening Foreaver and finding
t1e earth again.

A
Eﬂunﬂﬂ Lentacular,

o lsugha, thunderoualy. Young Nancy recoils.

ToM
1¢m not telling ik rlght -~ Tell ‘em what I mead,
Hax.

MAX
Tom's new book takes up wherd o LOST leaves off,
rolicws the hero, Hugeoe Gank, vhrough <ollege and
then Lo Burope--

TOM
and omily by sseing the world can he come Lo EioW
tilg Erue home. Ion't Lhak Tight, Max? It'e about
avery single thing bthat makes this country greak.

WANCY
{meek}
Huatkar.

POM
pubter? What do you mean by Khat?

wanct
Would vow pleaps paad rhe batter, pleame?

tiom iaughs and relingulshes hiy contrel of the butter dish, .

PO
Byary moment I°ve nob been working with Max on O
LOST, §'we besn writing Ehe new bocok. Pages and
pages anhd paged.

Fork almost ko moutl. Fages and pagas and pagen?

1IOVIAR
1+ mounds bresathtakingt
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TOM
IT I8 IT'S MAMMOTHL Put MaX Always says the anly
idesy worth writing about are the blg ideas.

. Mhx
Eig fdeas, fewer worda.

TN
You pesl I'm lost without him.

EOUIBRE
ATen't we ali?

FEGY
e you bave a Title foxr the new book?

TOM
Max and I conaiderad a bunch. fight now we're
thinking about ©F TIME AWD THR RIVEE. "Tima® --
cause we're Eellipg bthae whole afoxy of BEugene
gagt s Life ag e gyowe up. Eand "1the Rlver® -~
epuge that word just maksas me thionk of ny father,
The river rumaing away from his door and zlght back
again. ¥ou don't thlok fb'm koo mpch do youl?

ZIRPY _
(vary Max}
Ir‘s a grand titls foxr a grand book.

oM
It‘s a genive title for aure. But if I'm noc A
genivs then your Deddy’'s beern wasting a hell of a
ot of time -~ Have you gob any moce vaws, Louleel]

ST MIGHT

Max makes

Tam g on

yp bhe aofa az a bed for Tom.
the phong, tenseé:

ToM {on phena)
iv0 ¥ told you T niesed the trzin, goddamn it! 1711
ha there in tha morning -+ No, no «- Max ls pubtbinsg
ma 4p ~~ o -+ {auas we geb ko btalking! -- Naw
don'E Ry that, Aline ... I'1} -- T3l zas you
Lemorrow, my lJibtble wet love,

¥e Mangs up. Max busles himself makinog wp the sofa.

T
Thanka.
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MAX
M. This eheuld do you nlcely. I°11 =ses you in Ehe
morting.

ge atarts Lo gdo.

oM
Max ... Thank you for tondght. 1 bope I didn’ b
offend enyone ... I 80 wanh YOUuX Family to Iike o,
MhE

poa‘t worry, of couxse they--

tom ptrides scroms the room and fhwga Max daeply. Mox 1z
crushed and exeeedingly uncomfortable. ,

T,
t am iost without you. ¥You kmow that?

ML
Me., Slesp hlght pow.

Wax pullg himgelf free, beging Do go.

vom stops him wikh:

LM
tim not 3 cirems zodmal, Max.

Max looks abt him, unaure.

oM
v know I seem like a freak. Toa loud, bLoo
grandiose, not gquite rsal ... Bat that'a who I ah.
That'e how I mede 1t ouk of Aaheville., By makiog
noise. I thrashed my way oub.

wam Anestt £ Jook alb Kax,

A Deak. .

TOM
put T Fael things like 3 Teal pezHch. Ard when I
azy T would be lest witheut you. I truly mean i%.

Max moves Eo Pom. Offsrs hie bhand,

MAX
Thank 9u, Tam.

Tom shakes hid hand.
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oM
You ars wy island. Everything else is ooean.

Max gpmiles, genuinely touched.

pe e GRAND, CENTRAL  STATION, HORITRG

A great hims of pteam as the bzain Irom ¥New Canaan arcived.
Max and Tom climb out and prosasd along the plaklomm.

TOM
.. if we can pail down Ben’s death boday I think
v’ ra within hellering distance of the amd-~

Re stops. Somsone i walting for thew,
Aline Bermetain stands, formidable and alerxt.

TOM
Aldpel -- (ke dyags Max ko her} -- Max, leb e
introduce you, this la ¥ra. Hernateiy.

MAX
(skakitg handnj
How do jou do?

ALIRH
Wr. Perkirp, Tom hag told me so mack.

TOM
thigadng ner, but speaking to Max)
Sha‘s Lhe fixst person whe ever told me I cotfid

write worth snything ... Bell, she's ths whole
raagsn for our hook,

Aline priskles visibly at Tour bhook.”

HAK
(e Akine)
I thank you foxn that.
ALINE
[to Tom)
We weare expected lask night,
Tom
1 told you--
ALIRE

It wag embarraseing for me.

2%
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TOW
vou know I can’t shand Ehose bheabriead at¥aira--

ALINE
Angd you know I didn it want bo go alone-

oM
then why 4idn't you taks your dammed husiandi

HAT
{degperate to escape]
If pou'll excuse me--

TR
All those actors just make me feel ugly, I told you
I waen't golng to--

RLINHE
we. Witi, Comkinge. This. Adone.

TOH
{ho Max)
I*1) come by azound Ewe, Fhal oRay?

. . MEX
wian] Parfect. Thapks.
RLINA
{ice)
Qood day, Mr. Perilno.

MAY
Mxry. Barmateir.

Aline grabs Tom and pulls him away. Max wabtcnes them ge,
Auymixfomnded.

Tha idea of a public argument -- a Jeweyr’s spat, 2o lesd ..
iz alien to Max'g innate and granite-hard panse of dedorom.

EXE.

SCRIBNER BUILDING HEGHT

%= slowly move o on the only windoew stdll illuminated in the
great edifice. Max's office.

Through the window, we pes Max and Tom gitting in Max'na

wEfica.

rut ingide--



M, Max's QFFICE NIGET

A copy of the edited manuscript of O LOST sibe before each o3
vham. It is 3 considerably shorter stack of pagee, though
still imposzing.

gitenca as they iook abt the pagen. Then:

MAX
Thers §g one final thing I think we should ciscuug
... The Ltiklse,
TOM
It's always hean O LOST.
MAK
1 %mow, but T wondsr if that wight e 2 bic ... hwm
... Vagua? .
O

Bon't you bthink it has poetry Lo 1fd

MRE

oh, plenty of that, surely, But I don't koow that
1t truly captures the meat of wvour bhook. Hera,
imagina you're a reader and you're wandsring

a bookebtore. Thera are loka of books. Tou
aa& one titled TRIMALLRIO IR WESY 2GG and you Bee
ona tibtled THE OREAT SATSRY. Whlsh are you going to
pick up?

oM
GRTSHY .

MAX
Thakt's why Scobt changed bils original titie. He

knew it paeded a kit more meat. I fuet sak you to
think abouk it.

T
T wili.

A gilent beal. Thﬁf conpider the manuwscripba beifore them,

TOM
mat is it any good?

MAX

No one can predict the bastes of tha read.eg public
it ... I think ic’s dansy good,
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TOoM
Kax, Yo ... ¥EM ... cussed |
ik Eo:
BEE. SCRIBWERS BOUERTORE 35% 4

100K HOMEWARD, ANOEL by Thomas Wolfae.

The new title shines forth proudly.

We pull back. We find we axe tocking throtgh the windows of
the Coribner Bockskore, which flanks Fhe entrantse to khe
kuilding.

4 pountazinous diaplay of coples of LOOK HOMHMWART, ARGEL,

custeomers are shatoking it wp. Clerks reptock the display.
it‘s a hit. '

INT. o STORE CLUR WIGHE

Max and Lowlase ars baving a celabrabory dinner wikh Tom and
aline ar the swahkisst nightcluby in New York. A dante band
plays & bouncy Sershwin tune.

Tow 1l on bop oF the world and a bir drunk. Alioe is
glowering apd taslituro.

ORISR
... oh Tom, TI've wanted to come to this place for
months, hut Max wouldn't dream of it until jou
inaisted.

TOM
Well, oow that I'wm a fcxribper bestesller, I Cigured
t Amgarved a iitkle of the hioh Life. Say ic again,
Max,

MAX
{smilaa)
15, ¢00 coplea Thais month.

T
Aline, you Basr that? Mot even the noonotoy of the
antire country crumbling axound our ankies i=
hurting my bockl

Louise tries gamely to draw Aline inte the conversation:

TOUIEE
Have you read Tom's book, Mra. dernatein?



L
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MLINE
Yes, Mrs., bPerkims. TE's dedicaked to me,

rom hugs Aline, & hit awiwardly.

TON
T couldn t have daone it without wy epwesot Jeweas,

ohe bougbt me the paper and the pencila and patd
For the tynist--

ATYHE
That's enough, Tom.

TOM
I amk you, would anobher Jew in che world have puk
a roof gver my hezd and food io =y prodiglous helly
for all these years? Hell, you all mow bow T eab!

Max and Touise ara taken aback. Max Juwps in:

HAX
{to aline}
¥You mist ba very proud of Lhe book. Ses all your
faith rewarded, :
f

ALINE
fmx Ealth. FLfs our Falith now, fsn’t 1, Mr.
Perking? Tom gouldn'k have done it wltheout vou.

KAX
That's not true,

ALIEE
oh, you neede'k play at humblae ple with ma. Tom
speaks of your contrlbubion wich such pageion. BEa
just can'b seem to abkop talking sbout Youl. “Max
gaya this* and *Max says that*--

oM
Bazy, airl.

Aline procesds with a desperate vensw she hatoes herself fox:

ALINE
Mo, wWe should glwve Me. Perkine all the credit.
After all, he‘p the cthie who wmade 51l your dyeams
come frus. Wa's the ofte who ahaped bhat masaive
ecllection of worde into a marketable "best peller®
«« inte 3 "hot propetty* -- pubbing it inko the
aager hands of readexe everywhess, thatrs quits a
triomph Eor Mr. Pexklhs.
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Tom takes a arink. Loulse stares, angxy. max gazes ab aline.
e cHooses each word with great care.

HAX
The work iz Tom's. He deserves ta apioy 1%,

ALIEE
1a rhat what Tan *deserves?!

Ho
Leave Max along--

A IHE
1 was pot apeaking to you. I wHd appaking Lo YOUK
alder. Yot should alwayes Lrust your glders. Thay
know whab s hesb.

LOUISE
hev should also hehave in a manmer ppropriate o

their advanced Yyears.

# sacond baEora bLhe dipnetr desgends ints a traa-for-ail, A
woman’a volce purrs:

PURRING ROMAN (V.01
Yous re Thotas Wolls. ..

Tom burns. A gorgesud WOMAR stands bofoxe him. Clearly
wealbhy, colearly o the prowl.

PURRTIRE WOMEAN
L+ peading your book. It'8 a masterpiece.

TOM
{fpubhern charm
ta it now?

PURRING WOMAN
oo, very wugh. i1 have some frisnde wha 23 dying
ry meat your o~ {bo Allne) -- You don'e mind iF T
=real this young man for a rigk or two. DE couxas
you don'k. ..

she pulls Towm wp And drags him away, he offers 1o realatance.
ane inainuates her arm inte bis as they cross Lhe woom,
flattering words purring.

Max wabtches ad Tom ia enweloped by rhe womants fzxiends ab
another table. : .

He glapses to Aline. surprized o 3ee2 LedXs in her syed.



she catches Alx looking ak her, To her credit, she 15 ook
ashamed of the caazre.

EXT, STRERT AEGHT

That oight. Max snd Louise are walklng back toward Srand
Cantral. A crilsp Hovember evaning.

LAIIHE
.. Think if it, Max. Out of tha wilderneps at last
and ¢lose to The theatera and the museums, Clgse Lo
everything in 1ifa that matters.

MAX
Mmm.

LOUIsR
Taink How nive 1t would be bto just gut wp in the
moriing, pop oo your hat and valk to wozk. Scunds
terribly efficlent to ma. Ne more oommucling apd
moze bime with the girlie..

MAX
True. ..

LIS -
{the coup de grace)
Cloze to Tom.

HAX
You think you're very clever, don'l you?

U8R
T dJde. Bhell I start locking for a placa? Eumuwhara
en the Rzst aida parhaps? Wear the office?

HM.’.
I'm not going Lo win this one, am I

1IO0IAR
No, dear.

' MAX
All right, go to 1t

Ehe amiles. Ha apjoys her pleasure.
A moment of silefice aa they walk. Then:

1LISE
I fusb can't tndersctand i,
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MEX
Wkak?

LOUTAE
That dersgtable woman. To Hehave g0 badly bto you,
of all peaple, who' s done S0 much for Yom. I know
zhe thimks sheta jesing him, Bub really.

MAK
T darasay there’'s & lot w2 Jontt know.

A peat as they walk.
MaL
tf wo move bo town, thera's Qno condition ... Mo
more mjgbtoiubs.

LOTL R
Yen, dwsayr,

ahe smiles and pute her arm through his as they continue
away.,

mupio hegine and takes us Lo.o.--.

NG

Max =nd the Family move inte & lovely townhouse on East 43Lh
ghreelb.

Bartha supsrvises the wovers as Max and Tonise walk from room
o poom. Ske describhes the slaborate decnrating work she Dap
in mind, He iz okepbical.

Esyond them Tom oRrries Nancy on his shoulders thraugh bLhe
naw place.

unpic conbinnes. ..
=Y, CENTRAL PARE 2AY

fom strides through the park. Writing furiously in a nobe pad
ag he Ioams.

wiaeio continnes_ ..

JHE. ... TOWNHOUSE - - DINING ROOM L #ATILEN
rom has dinner with the Perkins famlly. lotizat g decnrating
w+urk 18 in progressz in Ehe dining room: paint cans and rolis
nf wallpaper.
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The tamily ia vary much st aase with Tom now. He tella an
amzging story. Eleansr stands 1o the doorway to the kltqhan,
lauvghing slorg with hhg family.
Music conbinuwesa,..
KT, THRATER BE7:4

Rehasrzal for a play. Aline ig om Che stage, superviging Lhe
sakt design.

Tom aite in the houvse, anpched, in his owr world, wrikting.
Muzis comtinues. ..
1. i

Tom aity om the edos of Wancy's bed, telling her an
anchanting bkadtime sbory. Tom 1n a great favorite of hera.

RIGHE

¥Max and Louide stand in the doorway and watoh.

Ml conklinuen. ..

INT. .. FOM' 3 ARARTMENG BRY
tom writes feverlahly. Pages and pages and pagss.

viigic Filoally enda ak. ..

INT.

tThe door to Max's ocffice, ususlly open, is clozed.

An Bditor arrives with aome papexs [or M2y, Max™s Saorabtary
shakes har head. Come back Inker.

We cut inside the office:
INTE, MAX'E ORRICE 314 4
He can tall bhat kka face bhefore ua uped ko be moackiful. IT

ueed ko gliwmer with the incarpadias poetry of youtd and bope
and worlds ko conguer,

Now the fragile beaucy just epcapns bedng haggard. The ayns
are rad and rournful. Alcoholizm and Fallure and pezsonzl
tragedy have eaten away st tiid face like a cancar,

¥. BCUET FITIGERALD.

Ha 1g enly 37 yearyg old.
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Sooth zits across from Max, Max ie yearning to help, Lo give
polace to nis friend.

8COTT
.. you don’t kaowW what they're iike. The state
asyliuma ... Goolepque ... 1 don't bhave the words.
rrere are oo warda in my lexicon. One word, no
Fipurishea ... Grotesgue.
MAd
goobt. ..
ACO0TT
The gereaming iz ... constant and g0 desolata. Asnd

they donr’t have enaygh bollets. .

A difficult beat.

A beat .

’ FOOTT

$ cant let Zaldz stay in such a place.
MAT

I b,
SOOTE

mut private asylims are aypengive ... ibs loocks at

#ax} ... I know TENDER I8 THE NIGET didn’'t meke any

money ... OT GATSBY ... But I'w up against 1t, Max.
MpX

{yently!}

geribpers can'bt glyve you oy moke adyancea.

ROOTE
TEE DOST won't even take any more af my storles ...

t gueas I could go back 1o #oliywood. Give Lhat
another LIV,

HAX
I hope you don't do that.
SE0TT
Why?
HAX

v re & novelist,

genth looks oub the window.

-
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BCOTY
Hot anymore ... I should have gied when I was 74.
night afrer THIS SIDE OF PARADISE |, | Bofore the
leaves bagan to fade.

Hax gearches through his desk drawers for something as:

Max
pid you get the book 1 want you?
8COTT
Whichy
MaX
General G¢rant'e memoirs. Do you kuow bow he came (s}
write then? Thizs fe Interasting ... He was dying af

throat cancer and he wanted to leave someth
hehind for hip family, =¢ they would be ali o ghk
after ke was gome. 2o he starked writing hia
aubobiography. . . '

He poils bls checkbook out of the degk and starts writfing a

cheol:

MAX
++« Bb wWorked every day for nours and houra. Ha waa
in greal paln ... anguigh ... hut he jusk kapt on
writing. A»d, in the end, he produced tha wost
astounding book. S0 very beautiful ... Isn‘t that a
orand BLoRy? .

He bands Lthe chagk to SoobkEk,

MAX
Just & little velvek Lo pes yon through,

Scott rises and shakes his hand, moved.

4oy
111 wrike you a great book.

LT
I XHow.

Soobth goBag.

A silent beat.

Max wita, hia face Detraying the patn he feola at hin
frfend‘'s ssd situation.



Then he finally opens some galleys. Puabes his hat back &
hir, takea sp & red pencil and eettles in. Nob for tong.

A kmnoak at the door,

Yap?T
Tom peEeks 0.

¥Ax
Tom, coms in. Did you see Scobk? He was just...

Tom doosn't move, He just atanda le the docrway.

MaX
e, L L

pyn:
T have it.

MAX
You hawve it?

oM

The new book.
fi beat. A momentous bobenrt,

®AY
With you?

O
Yad.,

Max zlowiy stands. Tingiing with ankicipation.

MY
Well, lek’s have it

Byt Tom doea nob enter. Inskead he turps o someons bheyond
the doot.

TOM
Bring it 1n, guys.
Twe workmen enber. Careylng a crate the eize of x small
ooffin, Tk is entively fllled with manuseript pages -- acme
kyped, scme still hasdwritten.

Max atares, utterly dumbfounded.
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pit 1k down there -- Chanks.

the workmesn deposit thair burden in the middie of Max's
cffica. Tom glves them some money. They go.

A pauge as Max srares at the thousands and thousande =14
nages.

He Einally looks ap st Tom.

MAX
This iy OF TINE AND THR RIVERY?

Pomwm clears his throat narveusly.

TOM
o ... this is the £irsk part.
Max blinks.
: MAX
fiow many parkm are Lherte?
TR
e ... Chies,

Max glowly moves to the crate. Leans over and touchea the
waged. Lifts & Bateh out. Feels bhe heft,

Ioaks abk Tom.

MhX
wWall dome.
tom glowly gndlan,
INT. MAK'S OFFICE RIGHE

The Fifth Floor is empty but for Max and Tom.

Max peads the manvacript carefully. Tom wat¢hes nervously.
blosalve fo. ..

LATHR THAY WIGHT:

Max iz still reading. Tom smokex, paces, worrles and drianks
from & £lask, all at the same tine,

Digguive Lo, ..

3T
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fwo more crales have arrived. Fllled with pages.
sMax 1l sbill reading. Ton is slumwped in a chaly, We Req Max'f
secretary arriving for work., She pecks lnto the wifice,
disapprovivdg.
ODipeoive to...
BEGER AGRIN:
Max is atill reading. Tom siecps, sprawled on & couch.
Max Finishes reading. He puka the last page down. He lcoks at
Pom dleaping.

He riges apd woves to Tom. Takes off his Jacket and puts it
aver Tom'a ghouldera. Patexnal.

INT. WAX'S OFFILE HEGHT
Max and Tom, both exhausted, sii acrogs from each other.
MAX
... 1E we work every day, ig the avenipg, when we
wor'k b digturbad, we capn #o ib. -
_ TGN
How long?
MAX

sine moztha, iF you work hard ... Aad i you resiat
Fhe temptation Lo add much moTe. '

T
Rut Y have to be able to add more]l If I B’ b--t

MARX
Tom ... The book ip £ive thousand pagss long.

A beat.

TOM
Palnt hLaken

Max £iips %o the first page of the manuscript before him.

MAx
Heow, Lo bedgin, oA Page oné--

TOM
oh Lord, patge ope?]
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wax .
Look here, you've given aighty pages co gugene on
tha platform before the traim arrives. That is,

pernapa, gilding tha 11y a bit as to suspense? [
mean, 111 only walt so long for a train,

oM
Show me Fhe wordm.

Max ieans aver the wanuseript, red pencii ready as we o Bo a
sequence of bthe editing of OF TIME AND YRHE RIVER,

Sulng mugle explodes ap these two great men £lght to fame Lhe
beasgt. ..

WL IBXT, HUHT AR, RAYINIGHT

The% argue, Lhey ragomeile, they oresta, Ehey daatroy, they
celebzate, Ebey fourn, they slowly wark Ehroveh the thras
crates of mad prope, :

It takes LWO yoars.

Tom ranges arcund the office, howling in pain, as Max
triea to make a point.... ' _ [

Max and Tom at. a restawrant, debating happily. Max makes
a atrong polnt. Tom lawghs and surzanders. . .

In the office, Tom watthes in horror as Max alowly
croages out. an entire page with his rTed pencil. Then
anothes page. Tom alldes from hias ohair ta the Floor in

anguigh. His feel appear, propped up on tha Bidge of
Mox's deax. He just liea on the floor, arguing. ..

Max getes Rows from an evaning with Tom. Exhuﬁste&.
Louise geez bo him, comforting, she ham 2 mwartint
ready. ..

Max glancea up am Tow thundars inko his office, a new

batch of pages in his hand, He presents them with g
Flouriah. Max sighs..,. .

We refurn to MAX'S OFPICE for a moment:

MY
... Fom, I thought wa discussed a tranaition Iine.
one Iine to bridye the cut. You've given me fifey
new pagus on bhe doctori ¥ou've given me his whale
I1ife story and his father'm whole 1life REOTY]

T
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ToM
E like bhe doctord

MAK
¥ell o do If I adore the depctar] Buf, By God,
ELfty pacead! Do wa really pasd bto knew Lbab Riz
grandfather lost an eye ab Shileh?!

oM
vag -- we peed to know thakbl You have Lo
understand, these are greal peoplai REAL people
Cwith REBAL lives|

MARX
T B & povelise you have to select. ¥You have to
shape and goElph-- )

TOM
Kin says?i Marcel Proust bites into a eonkle and be
gets to praktle on for a thougatd pages apbd
evoryone calls him a genlus. Why can’t I7

MAaX
Becanse Wwe've been working for six monthy and tLhe
book'a only aight pages shoxberl

FOM
some hooks ATe aupposed ko De lobg, you o

MRX
Tio you sugdest we seil it by bhe crated parhaps 2
reduced price for buying all tbree cratzs ab cace?

pur|
What the hell do you wanh?! ¥ou want *The dector
B Lad*¥ '

AL

Yes, that would ba Jogvaly.

oM
yIugt e ic i;m -- slash me all up -- GpeR AR
artary and Dleed me gry -- put the leechea op and
suck out every great idea I ever had -- DISEMBOWEL
ME, MAX]

Max just gazes ab him, hemuged.

TOHR
Eow abaut *Tha doctor soiled splomatieally. ™
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¥RX
Ganius.

The goguends continuas:

Max and Tom work in Max's study. Napnoy enbera in her

p4'# and hops én Tom's lap. He laugha and joshes with
har. .. '

Max'a Secrabtary arcives for work. Pesks dinto the office.
Tom alasps on the sofa. ¥Max sleaps at his desk, hakt over
hiz face. Oma of the crates hag now been amptied. ..

Max arrives home Lrom work. Logliee in no longer so
conforting now, aven regenkfuel, no martind walbing. ..

Tom comes bo the office with more pages. He io dounk.
Hax s vot pleased...

Mzx ak bosm, working on the mamneeoript. Nanoy comasg i,
HWe igoores her. She Lries fo bBalk to him. He gnaps at
hor. She goea...

the seguance ends ab. ..
YUV |- 2§t .2 _-DRY

Alinm is everyvhere at once, hustling across a sbage,

rearranging the sob dressings, checking costumes apd bringing
her kasn aesthetic aye to every detadl.

Tom foilows. The capt and orew are used to their Irsguent
gpata. fhe is controiling her bempar,

TOM

.. Tou Koew Chisa wos going o bappen, Why are you
viaylng a1l dewy-syed ingebped

ALINE

Beacavee I did nok, even taking you at your abaslube
woral, imsgine you could he so selElal,

oM

I ean’t turn my back on the work, Aline! It-a what
f do -~ ‘s my JOB!

ALTNE
Every tiow antd thean I havae whal «e in the theater
pall an gpening -- {ahe guickly appraises an
actrags in a fosbume, making minute adiustmepre) --
Yo leak lovely, keep Che scarf on your lefrt
phoulder, yas? -« {the actress goes, Aline
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ALINE (CCNT.]
coptipues Lo Tom) -- it'a an important night for e
and I nesd you hera.

TOM
T mave bBo work Eofight--

alina resrranges some pillows on & sofa on the seb:

ALINE
And why is your work alwaya more imporhant than
mina? Do you have aay idea how atffioult i is fox
a woman in my professlen? -- {ghe plucka one af the
pillown away, calla to an ageletant} -- Kenny,
vhasyars that striped pillow? The aubergine one?

ASSIaTANT
‘1t fingd it.

oM
I'm pot saying your work’a nok irportant - -

ALIRE
of poupse you aret I ask for ops nighe -- ome oight
sf vour precious time bte De abt oy gide and mupporkh
e - = ' :

oM
¥ou don't understand -- we're at a moment of
RRDICHRE CRISEE with the baak - -

ALINE
oh step it. I've naver Ruown you when you waren’t
at a moment of 'radical orislaT aboulb aemething,
ven really ought to be oo bhe satage.

TCM
Max pays Lhat 1f we--
ALINE
There W& go ~- Max days -- Max guggests - Max

instyyubs-~

fer apsistaot arrives with an avhergine plllew. She grabg it
apd tosses it on the sofa--

ALINE
qm can have you eveyy other day af the week. T nesd
you Lonight. Now please geb off my =et, go homs snd
put on your hioe gait. I011 plok you up at asvesn,
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TEIM
I won't be there.

Aline stops. Har flurgy of aeblviby concenkbrating Eo an
intenze, controlled glaye. A3l syag.

ALIRE
Make your choice, Tom. Right mow.

"TOM
Thers's no call Eux this, honay.

ALTNE
Eiaht now.

A Lenge heat,

Then she suddenly slapa him -~ hard -- the sharp sound edhoss
arcund the cheabar -« &veryons shops. Lookn.

Tom 1w abunned.
Aline triss teo dreathe.

- REINE
Lok what yvou've done Lo me.,

She turms and strides away, not wanting him Lo sse her oxy.
vein atands. Aiipne's colleagues glaring ac him.

. - L HIGHL

Tom aita, bhis usruly bulXk restrained dn the backseat of a ¢ab
with Max. Max is oot happy.

HaX
can T odid pet glve up sy ome famlly wacabion of the
vesar Lo g0 oightelubbing with yotd

TON
gure you dldl This'll 4o you a world of good, Shake
o a bit. Tesr awasy the Yankee shackles af
propriaty and libérate ybu te the doya of
unfattered Southern licenticuaness--

MAX
Wa're auppooed to be working,



TOK
tnig iz workt How can you appreciake the MUSIZ of
my baok -- the TORALITY and CADENCRS without
sxpuriencing the dark rhythms Chat IRSPTRE ME?DS

7om begitis ko loudly siap a jazys riff on hig leg, Douncing
aiong to hig beat, ;

The wabble gives them a look in the reayview wmircor.
Max aighks.
EET. JAEE LLAUR .- HARIEM RISHT

Phe cab pulls up outaide m Nopping Jazz jolnk in Harlem.
mam and Max olizmb ouk.

Tha sxpicgive onsrgy of the Harlew Repalasance envelops (het.
Well-hesled white couples stroll the sbrsets and mingle with
the black residenta. Jaszk music permeates the alr fyom a
dozen olubs.

tom Hays the cabhle an Max stands Zor a moment, taking in
bhia swirling world of mesiclans, hookers, posts, bhugd,
palnters, addicte and tourists.

Tom drabs his arm and pulls hin tewsrd 3 ciub:

TOM
Bop't worry, Maxwell, thay don't hite...
IHT. —— FhEE LR HICHT

Te vall Max Yerkins a fiah out of watexr inm this place would
be a bib of an understatemant.

¥e sibz, erest amd proper, at 2 emall table in 2 loud, swoeky
oliuh, A jazz band playe a scorching tune, The clismtels,
aimoar epbiraiy black, enjoym the pusic and daocad.

Tom's eyed are eating up everything, bhis senpes tingling to
new experiences as he ratbles on, a littie edgy:

oM
... She &idn't 1ike it, of course, bub shell do
fine, Go back to her husband, I suppose, Allgke'n
Lo good for me anyway. Gdad ib's over for hex
gake, she waa gebblog truly nearodiie--

A biack waiter appears.
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TOM
gourbon! In a blg old tumbler.

MAX
Martinl, pieams. Versy fry.

The wailter lonks at him.

oM
Ha+1l have a bourbon ... {the walray ar ... Ton
hear it, Max, this ie py music, Thic is vhe muzle

Eugene Gant hesrd from bhe shantiles and that huucnta
him s£id].

MhX,
Mm.

TOM
Yo koow yoil soulid take off vour hak., Ty B0 hicpg

a littis ... Wow don't tell me you doprt like the
MG L2 -

MAX
Kot really oy soxt of thing.

™K

Well, what song do you like? Theyril play anything
that pleages po.

MAY
T don'd cars much for mmeio.

TON
Now thers's z savage indictment of your grim Rew
Eugland soul! Come on, thera's gottd be gUN JGDT

yoa 1ikal
Max cthinks.
MR
"heoh Lotoss . I'u.pa:tial to *Loch Iompond.™ On
bagplpes,

Tom smiles end springs up. Gosa to the bhand and whiapars o
the planist. Siips him soma momney.

Be returngs to the tablse as the walbar plope dows tw huge
gqlanses of hourbat. Tom drains his almest instanbly.
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M

The whele thing aboub jazz ig thab thosxe Eellasz azxe
artigts. They gntaggggg the song - - lebting the
music pour aut unchecked, tiff wpon riff -- just
1iXe I do with wordz. To hell wibth atandard forms,
T helil with Flaghesrt and Henry James. Be original,
biaze new trails. That s the whole ugly gorilla,
you know whak T qwan?

MAX
{sippling his hourhond
Tuly gorilla, of oourse.
The band seques into *Loch Lomond.* At first ir ia a
surprigingly standard version of the sonyg. The growd is & kit
aenEuoed .
Max smiles,
oM
Thare ... Thab‘a Benry James foxr you, It's
comfortabie and familiar, fsn't it

Max
berrmn .

Mow the bapsd swinge wikh the song a hit. Still "Loch Lowmond®
buk transforming inkg something new, Max is unsure.

TOM
Un-ok, whab’s that? ... Sounds like an ugiy
gorilla'e coming our way. ..

Mow Lhe band is apinning off dnve gloricues jazz ziffs on
vLach Lomond.” It is magnificent and exciting.

R
¥ow that ... that s Tom Bolle.

Tow notes thet Max ia tapplng his foot alomg to the musie.
then Max smiles.
He gets 1t.

Max'E facs transforma, the tazz working lte magie on him.
He lsans back & 1ilekla.

Tam logka at him. Belighbed.

Later. ..
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The olub iz packed now, wall-te-wall with dancers and
patrens. The jazz seslc xefracts off the walle and ia fiiled
with electricity.

Max and Tom, many Dourbobs later, are thoroughly enjoying it
all.

Max iz lesnling back, relaxed. It ia as if he has been somehow
1iberated. He oways along to the tmeie a bif, drumming his
finqgera on bhe table. .

Pom duet watches him, sublimely happy. Huck and Tom on the
¥isalopippi. civilizablom Jefl bhehind.

Then Tom'e attention is drawn o two black women at the bar.
They exchangs a few locks. Flirting.

TOM
Hoy, ¥Max, you sea those two fine ladies gwexy Lherse?
... iMax turps and Jooksl ... Subble! Try to ke a
hit sobtie, Max!

MAK
AE the barx?

oy
Yaah ... {straightena his Lis) ... let'z go gay
helia.

Mp
oh ... Ho, Tom, really.

T
Come oh, we'll bhave aoms fum.

AKX
Ho, I can'k.

TOW

They' re colored, Max, it doesn't count.
Hox looks at him.

A

¥Yes, Tom. IE tdoes.
M

wall, you don’f mipd if E...7
MA

{zwfles]
o3 OH.
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TGN
fatanding}
Kell, never know when bo stop, do 27

WILE
Good nighk.

mom Kmoves, a iittle umateady, toward Lhe LWD Wolal.
Max watebes him go. Smiles genbly.

LN, BEDROON - RIGEY

wom 18 with bath woman, bofal aszual abandon. They writhe aad
pound Logather, covered wirh swest, Limba spakinog.

Fapz wusic pounds relentlessly through bhe Ifloer...
THT,. TOMRECSE HLEHH

... The jazz mwusic continues as we gés Max, back at bhe
£ ownmisa .

me stands for a womest in the empty kibchen. Locks at some
crayon drawlings ebuck to the fridge. . :

#inally he mmvaé Into the living xoom and alts in a chalr in
4 cpraer. Switches om a lignt.

nieks up same galley proofs and reging fo work.
the tazsz mmsic fadem.
vax aiks in silence, trying he concenhrate oh his work.

BT
The PLfth Floor is dark and ewpty but tor Max'e office.

Ho gee Max and Tom inm the office, ab the and of the ilong
hallway.

Tom i8 raging, almost apoplectiz, ¥ords pouring sut of him io
grest rorrents as he brandlshes new pages wildly.

Mazx aitm ealmly, trying to lntexjeqt.

He wowe dewn the long ballway atid finally eater. ..
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L MAX & OXEICH HIGET

TOR
L Vou wolda't say khat Lo HEMINGHAY! You
wollldln 't say that fo FITEGERALDD Not Lo your Lun

goddamn sacred cows! Bvery word they write is
SOLDEN JERIUS«-1

AT
Btop it--

TOM .
T bring yvou stuff wrenched right from =y cubts and

vou tell me it doesgnt £ibt By whak right do you
tell me what Eikg in py book?i

HAE
That's apnough. o home.

TOMN
Whak?

Max abapds, gathers his things,

MAK -
oo ome. G0 o wlaep.

Ton
fdegperate}

Ko == I'm goryy -- please don't make me go homed
Let ma come home wikh you «~ pes the gltlsa--

MAT

Yo' ra exkaueted and yvou're drun¥. We'll phdck up
Lo TOwW .

Than a wolce, surprislng thewm from the deorwy:

ALINE
¥ou hezrd him, Tom ... Come hose.

They turn to sse Aline, avanding in the doorway. She lo at an
extreme emokiornsal pltch, her serves ahoh,

ALINE
111 pay For the taxl.

pyal ]
What the hell sra you JSolny hare?!

BLINE -
f pan maks you dimner -- I'11 pay for that faw,
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oM
get cut of hera. I'm working.
ALTRE
we Perking boe informed you you' e hob workisey
anymore tomight. Lome wikh me.
Max arepe [oward hel:

MAX
wras. Bernstein, the buildiang iz closed--

aline reacts with a startling burst of viglent sambbiof:

ALIRE
Don't bemch et

MAT
Por Hesvep's gake--

TOH
iptepping toward her)
Jepus, Blipe.-!
Shi backs away:
ALTHE
geay Chers! -- You don'b want ko soe oe? -- Fide --
o' 1l newer Dave Lo pes me againl

fhe backs awsy -- furipusly aparchinyg through hex pursa -~
Ton Follows--

oM
Arime. ..

she pulls a bottle of pille from hexr purse, purns and SpEinbs
toward the eslevabor--

Tom ard Hax falldiw--

: TOM
What the heli are you doing--71

she siams into the elavatoy doox -~ tries ta swallow tha
plils -- Tom batp them from her 1ips -- the bottle falls,
pille clattey everywieis -

ohe collapses -- Tom kneels, halds fier, She goba.

Max sharnds.
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Fom whiapérs to ner as he strokes her hair. We gan't tear
what he is saying, though 1t appears bto <alm her,

He helpa her stand, satill whispering to hex,

Max dlscrestly tzxies to zeburn to hia office, glving bthem
thaly privacy.

ALINE
Mr. Parkins. ..

Max stops, burns o Ker, She {8 desperately tryving to rebain
gotha sense of digmiky.

ALIME
T xnow such things just don'k happon hers, On the
fifch floor. I apologize, -

Rax
That'e not necegaary, T you'll excuge e,

TOE
He, waib sp, 711 be xlght there.

th, no, Tom, really--

TOM
Juak glve me & socomd.

Max rperurns £o kis offjice. Disturbad. Ne sesa Tom badkinsy
qui&tlriyith Aline. Then Tom leaver her and heads back toward
tha offige.

Aline Just waitam for the elsvator.
Tom returns th bthe office:

TOM
Tou're zight about the new pagee. Sorry Eor heing
auch a baear.

MAX )
Don'E you Rhink wou should go with Mre. Bernstein?

Eyal;
Bell, #ha was Juat belng thearrzical. She™s *show
folk® ramember? ALl risht, so we Eorget the new
paces. Let'e go on to Rudene in London. ..

Tom continues, gulet calmly. Max glances down the hallway
again., Aline just stands, waiting for the elevator.
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The lensly image haunts Mad.
#y this rime, Tom has forgebben Aline aven existe,

ivy, TOWNBGRES -~ DERING ROON EYENIHG

pom had dinner with the Perking fFamliy. ALl aze
uncomforbabie,

Tem i8 jittery, drinking ateadily. Be ip Aweating and niE
nipd retls Eaveriahly.

ToM
.. mDST editers would ba happy with that! Heldl,
HoST edibors would be doing hackflipe dowa the
ptreot:

MAX
'm pot unhappy, Tom, but we need to--

TOM
1 wrste Len thousand words Loday! Tan khousard
words -~ you know how mapy that ia, Lewsisg? ~- 49
pagesl I bring them fo YOUR HOSRAND and what does
. he do¥ He giahs! Thab New Bogliand slgh of -hiah
‘disapprovali ¥ou know what He ip -~ TOOR HOSBAND -«
he's a sncobi

ESAFL SR
grop it, Tom.

Tom sputfers to silence as he gloomily devouxs his dimoelr.

JANE
My class 1 going ko the Mek Lomorrow. We're sesing
RIGOLETTO.
14U0TER
oh, that's & fine onel At the exd of the Elrat act
cthera’'s a--

Tom puddenty £lares wp agaim, pointing to Max'a plate:

oM
And what is bhat$! Heye we axe, all aaking this
wice meatloaf that Eleancr made for ug -- bt
you’re having that palé goddamn breast of guines
"hen--1

 LOYISE
la warnin}
-
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TOH

I've nover Seen Wou eat anything alze for dinner in
Eive yearal 1s that another one of your Yankase
affectakione -- 1ike ths hat and the--

Toung Naney suddealy speaks up:

RANDY
stop yelling abt my daddyl -~ You ghouldn'bt ba so
maat -- Khy are you 4o mneand :

She &isﬁﬂivﬂ# into tears, Tom instantly goer to her, Holds
her.

Oh Napcy, hﬂn&???F, Boney ... 1 & great, bilg,
ptuanld gorilia ... Chiid.

Hr holda her, stberly ashamed. She sobo inke him,

Tom giances teo Max. PFleane, forgive me.

Max dues.

Leuyiso does not. - _

INE, VASTER AEDROOM ¥IGHY

Latexr that night.

Max Iiex on bthe hed, full dregssed, Ydrndog hisx hak in his
hands. Louime is moving in and cut of the bathroom, taking
off her makedp and gebting ready for bed,

Silunna.

HAE
He's under & lot of pressure,

Isulse doesn't raspond.

. MAX
Tou have to think what it's like for him, His Eirgt
ook conesd okt befora he's thirty and everyone
catls hle 54 a genivs. The sxpectations for Ehe

aseond book are mighty bilg. He'a cearsd. Thakra why
ha won't stop weiting.

EOAIT SR
That doss not aycuae hila harating you i front of

our children. How do you think thab makes Ehe giris
Emelt




MRX
They love Tom--

LOrLSE
{ pean abowt you, BiLLing there snd lettiag him
yall at you like that.

AKX
st doesn’t mesn anything, houlss.

EATIEE :
Youz oughi to stspd up FO nim for onps in your life!
vou ought o lese your temper And ghake your Listl

MAZ
That*s hardly necasoxry--
LOGISE
comecne needa te tell his that he ... (sbe atopal

. Why arem’'t you changing?

A Ppeat. Bha unﬁarﬂténﬂs.

Zhe lopke

AHISE
Tour re workisg.
Juat a few houprs. Tom' e im the study.
at him.

EOTISH

whip pridey Wapnoy ig having her racitel. She's been
workipng wvery Hardg...

MAX
Lovise. ..
LEERE
She expects you ta be there.
MAE
Ir1i explain.
TATIER

Explain it to me.

Mas
jsharpt
1t s my Job., Itfa what I +12 18



. & baal.

LGOIgS
Zvery night?

MR
tam, every oight. Amd avery day, Acgd 1f it takes
vaarg, it Lakes yearg. That g what I do.

TAAFLEE
You're never golbg Lo get this fime back--

M
For Ohrist sake, it's one dance zecital)

LOUIEE
It¢e mot dancs, ib'p plano. She atopped daneing Lwo
VHATE A0,

TOTIBR
Bt you koow how much they mics you?

MK
E'm here. They koow Chakb,

LOVISR |
Fven when you'ze hire, you'ra not with ua. ¥ou're
with all those dam books.

MAX
My authors need me--

TOOTIEE
You mean Tow heada you., Seott Pitzgerald and
Hewmlngway naver take over your life Iiks thia.

HAE

all righkt, then Tom noeds ma.

she site and locoks xbt him desply.

LIIGR
Wouid 1t be a0 awfnl if you bock a4 day or Lwo away
from bhat biessed manuscript? What's the dlfferTence
if the book comes oui in the summer or the Eall? In
a purmer or two Flppy will he gene. And then Peggy -

A long Beal,

LOTISE
We have five daughfera, Max.
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she turme and goad into the bathroom, Quietly closes 31
danT .

Max remains on the bed for a moment and then rizeg, puts on
hig hat axd lenves the roodt.

ANE. . HATIMAL EISTORY MUSHUH ERY

Louise, a woman of leigure ever in wearch of 2 new hobby, has
discoverad rhe Jjoys of anthropolegy. She slowly moves past
tha dusty and magnificent dloramas of the great muaeum.

She stopa befors & large dioplay foaturing Stone han Man:
ruick-browed, hulking early humans in animal-skin clothes.

A volise:

ALINE
Mre. derkims.. .7

1onige turns to zee Aline, standing behind her, akebch pad in
hand.

EOTLEE
Mrs. Bernstedsm. ... What are you doing here?

ALTHE
I m designimg the new FETER PAN for Eva Le
caliiepne, Thought some of these costumes might do
for the lesser %ozt HoyE.

ISR
oh, the Lost Boya, jes.
ALINE
Wot the leads ... Juet some of the cherua,

They look zb the Earily Bumans for a moment : one of the shaggy
primitive men hears s striking ragemblianog o Tof,

LOUISH
femind you of anyone wWe Rnow?

Aline pmiles.
INE. _HﬁTﬂEEE_HISTQEImﬂEEEEEWLL_EEEEEEEBEILLHNMHmﬂﬂi

They it over lunch.




A beak.

A heat.

RLINE
.. you didn'c koow him when he waa poung. Yresh
trom Haxvard and all ready to corva up the world.
He wagk ... unlike anyone T had ever mefr. He was 24
and I waz past forky,

. LOBISK
I 1mderatand,

A%, INR
I don't Enow thal you de., My kusband 1s a vary kind
man. Bk he 1o a sman without pagaion, ¥e iec a mun

of #all Etyest and nuobara ... § do oot undsretand
numbhery .,

1OUISK :
You have ¢hildven, Mrg. Bamsotain,

ALINR
T da. A gom Eod a daughter.

ALIRE
i did a foolish thing when T fall iz lowve with Tow.
Awt X can’'t help how I feal, '

TOULEE
I ¢an't say 1 approve. T can't say 1 even
understand truly ... But I de know what it im for a

wonap o 100X forward at a gertaino age.

ALTVE
AE the wery time in my 14fe when everything
beautiful was falling away, when ne one neaded pm
anw?nrﬁ; I mek Tom ... He mado me fasl heaukliful
BONAN.

lﬂIHE

"BUn T oknow I°vwe logk him to your husband.

ISR
Mra, Hernatain ... My husband always wantsd & scn
mare bhan enything in the world. #We rsached z point
when we realizad that waz naver going to happea ...
And then he met Tom.

Letringe bakss Aline's hand.



LR

LOUISE
I know my hushand wlll come Dack ko us. Tom will
eventually ses to that ... BEuk I don't know if Tom

will ever ba shle to make you feel gquike go
bazyrdful anymore,

ALTHE
© 1 cvan't iet him go,

Lari 58
o home to your children, #¥rs. Bechabtein. They ared
you, Tosm dossntr,
A guiet beat.

EXT. ; STREET DAY

Max is moving briskily down the atreset.

It iz late 19534, We zee Depression era homeless peopls
sleeping wf 4rates. Max gives zowme money ko an inpoverisohed
man as he poases.

INT. e FOM 3 BDARTMERT BAY

A ghkrangs symphopy ae we slowly twwe acroes the floor of the
darkenad apartment. ..

He hear a peoullar gronting and groaping ad we fleak over a
chaoe of paper. The snbire floor 1o A Sargaszso Seoa of pages.
Great ocaang of them in no order whatgoevey | .

He taka in the boxes of half-eaten take-out food; the filtchy
cupa of coffee with cigarette butts fioating; the Eowsrs of
booky threatensing to spill owez. ..

We finalily azxive at Tom's feet. Standing. -

one foot riges up and akomps down Agein. The styrange gsranting
contines.

Thomay Woalfe at work,

He stamds, writing ob Eop of the refrigerater, his pencil
cutting across a gheet of papar. Ion can fael the impacht of
tha penell pouading ibsto the paper. ¥a writes in a frenzy --
arazingly quickly -- empticnal and violsnt -- samebimes only
ewentv-five words ko o page,

Whes be is done with the iage ha ehrows 1t blindly ko bthe
Eloor kehind him and copbinusa iwpediately on Yhe sext aheekl,



3

Tom grunts and groans as he writes, Anguish and Joy
simuibagecusly. He cccasicnally ralges a foot and atompd it
down. He iz cowpletely unawars he is deing suy of this.

we reallis ke ls nob alone.

Max stands in the doorwey, gazing at the lunatic wasteland of
Tom's Life.

Max
m\'l MF

Ao Epins ko the door. Bis syes fillwd with something 1iks
panis.

A bheal.
HAX
TEta donn.
TOH
Done?
MAX
¥t 8 besn LWO yoAXs.
4 Leak.

AKX
Srop writing. @atker all the pages and bring them

it romorrow, Tap you do fhak¥ ... Can you do that?
TN

Yen.
HAX

wa Einlsh editing this month. We go &o press in
Jappary. We puablisb in Manchk.

TOM
Yeu.
max looks ab him. Slowly ecroasues the room and takeg Lhe
pencll from Tom's hapd. Then he takes 211 the pengila fzom a
ctip oh top of the fridge.
Re lmaves with the panclls,

Tom akbabds, Lodgt.



IMT.

B3

Max OFFICEH MLiHT

—_——rar

Max and Towm sic in silence.

ALl three crates are now empby. & complebed ecpy of bhe
manusoript of OF TIME AND TRE RIVRRE Teote before sachl Lhem,

They look st the impusing etacks of pages.

o besit.

O
Shook .
M
M.
UM

7 think I'1% go raublipg. Maybe Lo SGexmany. Don't
want £o be arcund when the reviews come out.

WAY
Mot 2 bad ldma.

Tom i ¢learly rhinking gbnut aometiing,

MAZ
What?
TOM
gow Gen't get apepleccie but ... there’n one

paragraph I have to add to the bock.

MAX
gy God, if you staxt adding paragraphs we'Ie Ak §
one paragraph will lead to two and we’ll he here
fur anobher yeax--i

TOIR
Trta anly ome paragraph ... Shall I Tead it to you?

Max sits sourly an Tom pulls a piece of papsr from hisz
pocket . Fe reads with quiet emotion:

TOX
Tt woes at the very frent ... "This buook is
dedicated to Maxwell Bvarts Perkios, 4 brave apd
natest man, who stuck bo the writer of thia book
through tines of bliter hopelessness. Tha author
nepes this book will prove worthy of fim. *

#aw locks 2t him, moved,



M
T wigh you wouldn'b.

A
Whiy?

WA

Editors should be anonywsis. And mora bhan bhab... .

Max stops,

He rilses and glewly pours himself a drink. tom senges Max ld
thinking deeply about something and respects hig silance.

Max Finally turns back & Foh:

MaX
Meps than that, I deformed your book. I will
forevar be provd of Che work we've dons here. Aut
part of me will pever forgive myself ... Who's to

gay it waan't Tie way it wag meant to be When you
fivet broughi ir in.

ToM
Max--

MaAX
That's what we edibors laoge aslesp over, ou know.

are we really making books betber, or Jiab saklsng
them cdiffarent? :

A baak.

oM
Withouk you I would stiil be in my apartment with
threa crates of illegiblie acrawl. Wow I have a

nook, Maox. A book, Thak fs a sacred and mighty
thing. :

Tom procasds, very aimply:

TOM
In &1l wy 2ifa, unkll T wmet you, I oever bad &
friepd.
fh U CNER VORK TIMRS BUALRING MORNING

March, 1835. Hax is waiking, teuse, ocubzide the T'imes.

¥ews wang apeed ocubt of the lnading hay.



L raEILE and Logses a pile
Jungide nhe building. Yaw 2

af papers to the cewssbamd 7ann
se T
candor Bhiomn open bhe pape

ivo dfupabliently 22 The newd
4. Max puys the firgt one.
rims vhIvAagh b and Tends,

. Tee r-
£ Ll

wzx mighs. Thank 3od.
22,5 W e RN - nT HIRERT iy

Tom sbpides away from an BRericst Raprase oS81ae ind teais
znen & cahle. Repds.

BRY {70,
wagnificent veviews fuil mﬁ TTaise . Maw,

Yom sbops. Ralszen one leg. Stompe If down. And retarns fo ihe
tmeorizan Tapkegs SEXloa.

. Mg 5 CPRECE crrnc SRR,

» papy of QF TIMB AND THS RIVER mibs on Max's Seak as oe
Teags 2 f3akie Lol ToR.

T {V.A.)
Top ars the anly Sampe frlesd ¥ opave. Stop. i oTan
Faca Dlunk EFagt Tekber han damoablce ﬂﬂvaatﬂvﬂdﬂ,
stop. 3ive me the damn shvaight flain weose »izns
acw damn cpow, Tam.

Mey amdlies,
EXT. , SERMBEY - - CLEE DRY

mom detsure & mew cabls and breakfaszto

MBI (WG
Grand excited reacepiicn in revisws. Stop, Talked oo
svarywhere as truly great hook. Rl comparlsons
with graat&st writers. Stop. Even Jansd Joyoeld
Twelamation noink. Wax.

L Vo M5 GEEICE AFEERNGCHN

LR A A e

ax yreads & 8w Ccnbhids

TCH OV S
Heli, Joyoce wishsa he was 33 good. 5o

R
anc Laaghis



Tem vanbiss chroagh seae kilis, resding a sakle DPOM s Lo
Tha bundredtl vimes

MR (V.G6.)
dzd Lo pdsil ong five eddtlooas of the boek. 6050
copies. Stop. Wever saef & ook o Lelked aboilh.
They're calling vou a genrivg ac-in. Cod help you.

step, Coma home ancn, Max.
Tom reised Dis armg and moprs in Lriumph.

JHT, SCRIBNERE -= FIFTE FLOGK,, RY

ax 4B retusning from Lusch, whistliang the jawzy werzicn of
Yook Lemend, Y Uhnanaliy jaunty for ownr pay,

Mawrg Secretary stands ab her desk and nods tﬂHEIﬁﬁ hia
aFFice . Zomeone’s waiting ineids.

Moy amboTH.,

ST, MRX’S OFFICH - DAY

Aline iz sbanding, gazing over a row of rapiea of OF TIRE LMD
R RIVEH oo a shalE.

phs
wrs., Serngtein...
_ ALINE
¥r. Parkine.
MAT

git dowsr, oleape ... Whab can ¥ odo for you?

ALTNE.
{nlcal
1t's zather what I can do vou for you, Mr. Perkina.
1 couldn’'t belp wobiclng that Tom dedicated hls new
hook to you -- don't worzry, 1'm nob angey -~ I
sompletaly understand ... 1 wonder i£ yon do
Enough.

Hhk
1f you would come to the polnk?

AalLiRE
e Jatticabed his flrsbk ook no ome. VR owaa o ITTELY

sentiment, wou rcemembar? Sut what o ooas aatuaily
saying was: "Thask yon and goodbye . *



h beak,

=L THE
Gohad pervest oo PULTGEe B A0 vl Canle BETWAG
vhazk wvon and goodits, M. Cetkins.

¥,

- - = . e L . "
':'.;,E-\_ i 'dl"-:-'\:l ﬁl.-lﬁl.u e E LE S

heZua
inaan) _ . o
I want te see wou gnifer, Like ¥ ocd.

pomecns elas on the planed feeis ag efy
23zne az I de,

MR
with rezpedl, Hrs. Zerm st& L, Pl Asvey' Eoohe
&1Agnhegt iscman sl oy celaticnship with Wom, 4
iy £F har

ALINE
Fe osakes ol Leel alive. e mohes ou fgeal fﬂu;a.
Sg paxkes you a0 tiinga rmu oevar rnoughft yon s
L. Ha LikerabeR pau.

I -l

Al
s Gugk whes veu have come o odapand upen oAt Ta
will Leaws e, And wan WilI ocever Fesl ao fiicae

byl .

MR
I'm eoTrcy, Mra, Eernste*nl 2 kaewW it's bean bard on
oz, Whatewer pain bpe's fasged wolr ... T Can only
tope he dida’t mean ik,

ALIHE
ilgmiteg} .
SF epurse he Sid ... Tan you glve oe bis address 1n
Rerhicd il

:.‘.?M
Zn osRued mB noD Do

ALINE
Tano sz rell ose shen a5 O SENLEG IWET

i
- g et - TR TR N T '.'n'l,:'_ - -
PR R . Sl P - oL



"-'a"..l-:'JE
PAmALLA

. - . P . -- - - ' N I
S 3OACR h o anist saymese. D hava Sfen oL, BRihod,

51ime caimly reachéd inlo Ler purse and ramsvad 5 EEGAL,
ailwer wavelven, She sebz ib on the deak.
-
I ohawven't gulbe Secided who Uo ghoot yet. Tom,
apr@eil, coor wou. Hawe you a snggeshnon?

MALY
guleide secma a Dit extreme. And killing Tom woa't
Seln poch ... Sa @ osuppose L[habk lesves e

ALTHE
I #uppoes it does.

we elucks his tongee,. Tak tok.

IR
You'ze overvribing bthe sdens, Mrs. Sernzbteln.

2hm haldp nia sazes Eor 2 moment. Then snilas and phois ha
sepetver kack inbo her purza.

AELE

wa phall see, My, Ferking,

ohe standg and Begins to go. Stops and burns back Lo blm.

. ATIHE
1'm very @oIry for whabk's going o happen to YOU. I
truly am ... Bajoy the bime with Tom while you bave

1t . Baosusea siter him ... there iz a great huszh.

Zhe goeg.
Max sita, disturhed 2y Ler words.

KT HEW YORE HAKBOR DAY
Fourth of uly. 1335

We hear o sound we have almost lost in our day of presavrized

sirplanes: the mournfol-jopous ewl of & greal ocead limer s
fonpel .

e lipar DByemen ia aé port, rebuirniag voysgsis woving duwn
she gangplask, grestlng loved cnes.



-
.

Car sElti, Dol NEITSUA, L3RR Siisd. D8 BoAsd LB WD
C b e S .
" ita g Heorel; faesrdice paent bosbestiong thne Foesl Lot T oo

. i ; N R -
senoedlih N e LE DT TRINNTRLGE oSGl

.

camoseed Man oasd Lanvicse dowh the Jatenlank:

T
AN
4 CacropTs MAas LALC & Dot Beadr snedy, Arben Dnr ambirsos, Had
shacks Lo onny hooked riba ass

MRy
wondetrful Lo see woil, Tum,. How Ilsean, o8 Gave T
ral¥. T hatwe a bdawi--

S DnTowd £3 RDOUDS Maw and etrides wivth Riwm, puliizg hio
PR

gl |
gall =al! Mo taxls or btseg oy Coslan oX
autamntion - L hase Lo WRISR .- § Dave Lo FEEL oY
SemntTy again! You dan t kncw how much D0ve mispes
o -

HAE
Trwe mizoed FIE D00 - DAY Lnls L& lapoutani-o-

oW
crem orie donmroh ool Julyr He jalta osiebratel
Helllire, rom, I wansna Iight come fivewsrhs asnd gec
roaring drunk spa--!

P

My gtope DLM.

MAY
Aline “as a gun ... Bhe 2ame (nko oy office Iasy
wee¥ and sulied ah attual gua oouk of her purse--

UM
LAWERG T
Rignt there on bhe F1fth Llogr!
R

TUhnoaprmiou®, Tem., Thads fu o gvlie oa stalae,

Frem cnntiocos RLELNE. sAx Iollswa.
T
arzine-d jush pelay =thoacrigas. - L HRS L MRRDLY A
grop wnof dBJDR DASLER.



wa CLRpE

HHE

s BRI avound Wax mappily 2od naswels bBlm ool

ME
My point f4, § chink you nesd <o D carefit) .

LM
Thes Il Dether atay wibth wme. Tou'd take 2 TR =1
Saxome wolddAn'n woud

]

M
Lep' & AMBULATR! Let's wander the whole ciry and
Jedge Tullsts and eat wiepars aznd £ind ugs some
Elpawarkal

SROEELTE BEL o FOURTH OF U BT

e most Dzautiful bridge in imerica towers helone Ls.

We meve down ©o Max and Tam, talking heppily as they ramble
tomward Brocklyn.

MY

.. Haw my moether bad a somewbat different
-axcrblon. Ehe Just sat there for a week, iiko a
donden Indian, reading your ook, fiksliy she
finigned 1t, dropped Ehe book in hex lap, iiffed
nar face and declared, ¢I1'we aever read such
Tameunge dn omy 11Es) Maxwell, fetch me a wmluine o
cang Meaten so Iocan gurge Wy mipd Y

Thay explode in lasghter.

ZEL ;.

PARE, o BRODELYR . FOURTH OF JULY DRy

rhey wamble past an improwpbe basshall game, nen and boys

with rolled alesves. ULterly amerloan.

Tney both munch hebdogae.

TGH
... ard she always carrvied a dachsbund. S¢rappy
1ittle thing it wes. Bvery time I got within two
fpat bhe LIiEtle bastaksd would mtart snarling and
arisplig - -

N
iansching)
Pepr] il g,

Ir‘ﬂ”
o dow' b Rasw! T have never sael an Jany leald o
ay 1ife. If was Ylka a minlature Hemiogway.



Then Ja¢¢s fr.m Tae uﬁSEb&li GaAYEVE AIS1hokan
[

- A .-_-:1..' |-.-}'.-'—J-"r' ids ..ﬂ.”."-lq PALWEINY TR

wre for the pall -~ makes 2 high leap .- lopoesibly niah
pumn ooabobing Rim for s aoment 1ike Yoarla sOoaring- -

e spags the bail. The Lasehall plavers ars Geilignbed. thew
catl apd wave far Tom and Max to jeinm thaw,

AP o PARK - FOURTR GF JURY AP TRENGON

Wammer'lt Parkins, Bdlbor-im-chief of Scerdbwmers, mEpa Tiran
maog, Tom EowaEs al cecopd Tase.

“hg ayohEngm & shesly glence, Lele finleh Lhese Tastandd.

sitgh «- & selld nit -« the brll bhouncee fo the shooh

n -~ he flings b Lo Tow at secomd -- the wuaner wacing Lo
ond ia out -~ Tom whips it o Max ak fipat -- Max upkes
eut. & perfect donble pliay! Victoxry!

eF At 2

(3 A
= £

[ |

he orpsEliuy hedw Sollsises In DRIONYERS oI jail.

hmp msfE SvET LN STEET Lesps abd ssagreloelsten Meo wildiis
aiong with the zewt of oIs Ceanm. -

e PIREET oo TUURYE OF JURY AT EREH
My and Fom rankle througa 2recklyn. They chars drlinas Loom
Dot flask,

Max haz 2etuslly locsened hkis bies, Unbeard <%,

o
. I mean cen ops man de 1?7 Write his wiole 1ife

goary fairly? Honestly? Like Prosngt withaut 21} :the
upnﬂ*sh =g

TOM
wheag MR AT TER CRIVIEN gior PE1 whES - Xet AL
2051 have o wmits about th L oMexk,

WAE
ke won'y LUREe Li

FEe li o Sroe b FLOLL make Rex omancal ey
weboye el Emow Lok De WELLLog abont Sl



A,
Tiwm Euzre You can Eind mose lnterssting thiogs La
wribe opoul, ..
Thney sodidd & coERer. wm axl koo Tamliiac and sebering
Memreasion &ra epight awaits Lham,

A hrexzd linz. Men and wamen and gpildren sband in a grimivy
ardered Lizne. Scup dlppensaed ab the snd,

Tuey sbap.

prail L
- #*1L oAy this For the Waris, no bread lines.

MAE
Aigh price foxr & Igaf of hyead,

oM
wud, the things T paw ... I never knew paople oould
et S0 ugly. And I denrlt pob & 1ot of stodk in
naopie's goodnesa in the fivet ploce.

Gerh o Tow vebches fha afeg o2 tha poer teopla on ths

TON
it'a Ao frivoloua. ..

MAa
whant

TUMN

What ¥ do. ¥'m frivolous. Writing bhooke that bhese

£41ka' 11 navar vead, Toalling wy life ghbory MiXe

ik’'3a important to them. Thess people are stayvisg,
B Laalt,

Tom gqlances sboind, gobs a sepge of where he ia.

ToN
Hay ... £ome With me, ..
Ya lexds Max off. ..
ZXT, SUILDING -- FOURYH OF SoLY LUTH RITRRNO0N

Tom carmes a bottie wrapped Inoa Laber Sxd. 80%3 are a il

e
EOC Nt L ' gl
timmy Tt N,



O T T PO I PR P L L e e s -
2UTn OSIUTTERE LY L towm LIU S i el sy LE, en e TR g o anadi Mt UL
H o

. S -
o
Sprrewm o rwm Gmemin g

SRR,
AEoaimed Dapok Dadapk owb oohae LHralding. Ta¥es modeep Jxiak

- e P
cma bl

M

i [y S
e Pl oo

BT, BLLEY -~ FEWMTH OF JULY I3TE RFTERHOMNT

womEy asve fnbto the alley aext Lo che sowalild Deiidisg, &
piakaity L1Le 2ICADe Hanas abonrs LI,

vheom Lozps up oand pulls ik dowa,

Mg
Wodt v o e be RRASLAY

i ..'...JH
Fn AR A ¥R Ik, G p¥uomdes . REive 4 oeveEr lnad

Shad o weria Falloaasdpr

mveAaRing ol enmering.

Ca, Ietd SEVE an advenlbure, Soma O,
Tom cxaods him the Dobthle. Max takes a Awilg.

And they procead b the flre eEnaps.. .

i

o

ES | LR

1S

=ET ‘PIRE BE —-. POURTH OF SiL LATE AFPTERNOOM

Sney move up toe Yoeacherpurs fire agcapa, asearing the kahn.

Joutoanyives at o4 wikdow. Ma nop Flaor, Prlea tne window.
T%

=
Ta Tenlepsd



Man ofimLy Loxna DA sed wicha uhe elnvew. VL hreaks.
—mm DosEa ab R, wimated
sven ooy ciimh lnbs tns apazumsnb..

Gt BURUMENT o PUIRNE 0F G5 .. LA AFIIRNOR

-y is Simgy, cramped. A ting, depraazing garwek,
epn motepg boto bhe vogm, remembering-
Mau glatces apourd, ainguisxly univpressed.

AKX
¥hy., =n sazrth, are wa hexsl

TOM ]
wwia ig whkers ¥ wrote LOOK HoMBEUEARE, RECGREL,

wax i simozt instantly eober. He looks arognd. Thia ie a
cacped nlace.

o Seelg chie ILE ey moved .

: :
Do pou D&AVE & PEISLLT

M
B red mue, alwayd.

Maw nasds him a red peneil.

tom pulls over & chair, olimbo up and reaches £o the ceiling.
e wrikes on the celling: Fhomag Wolfe iiwved here.

thay shand for mgmant.

TOM
thara's ope obher thirg you gotia sea. ..

e SIREET

peross Dha river. the auh is just gabting ecimdofn ovar Lhe
towars of Manialiah.

AT, _ROOY -- FOURTH OF CULY

ke vigit 18 breabikbaRilng.
e o eazs oskarid o hhe sooll gEBLEE OV

ey MoTRE CRILELLY.



TUM
een TR mome rave prery mwillght ang ook E2h UL4

- -

Sibv apd Srasm of whin omy Life might a ... PE L
vl mkgre cEpme onT. The sTars in VEe #wy. O

—_—rk LEE

Lights in owhe nuiiddocs, ol onheoss fioline. ALl

"

v osAnna over whe Qi xS 08 Srazls LRIy

M

oyt Pe omot Privalowa, e, .. §oERdwmk hesk Ly EhRe
cave Man days our ancssbaws wounld hoddle arguod The
fira pt pight. hnd wolves would be howling in ko=
Anrk jrat beyend e Light .. Then goe person
wopnld start Ltalking. fwd he would Eell 5 o«CoTy. D0
we wouldn't he so pcaved in Lke Gank.

“ran owe gae them fzom behind, vheiy silbowettess foluslosvesn
e Lhe maiesbic =pd cunget.

Spm opuba B A Anount e’ d guewelders ant zesia WIS WEEX TR

e

. 1 ¥

yhy pravd pogifben, loaklhg Dver R DLy

R . i . = > hd o= S 2
ey Wil ovenebr i LALE DAY ~HE LD

el BOAS - OCEAN oY

v tlaring sealight sparkles o fha wavey iike 41ars ih the
aigbt gky.

Max ding, parched comfortabliy
5 movryy fishiag boat.

.

woa chair helowsd fn ShHe aft of

*REYRaT TESTRGWAY sits =next bo him.

sapiah Dow 4very mental image you have >f the old san io the
smine mesed Mg ds Zemimguway ab da. Fowerful, ey,
siacipliped. dot ag $all a3 yon night expect out a giant
avgry otler way.

)
—

Bueqeas #5108 im Yme onier x2Ib ohalr eglde da, STy DT UAVE
Jeep-pga Elshing zade, whelr ZZies rralilng LiEn |

B



i e Bia o arwk flenlon rankias-atvie. e owezra ndis vunagl

- [ . 4 . 1
Lhiued Lahede UL aba sla, hmd the sab. Lab Me sonebow sanages
vo loch pexfechtly ap ases,

T oag melamed RBEOWE BAMNE Vel zZeen him.

---Loguesa LOAL Dawe o look an ole prosts when I
SEL SACE, L& WAk all cighnr

MAE
T~ R P

AERERT
3L I dan‘t get phot, & couple momkhRe. I'm balling
yau, thie i whare the real astinn lp ocouns be.
Spaint

VAT .
doutve slready Jdobe a batifighiiing bosk.

ERREST
Mot sdilfighting! Wary! Real wmen xliiibg other raal
e, Wo mebsphors! -- I nesd fo feal that 014 Jucha
SoE L FiQa. The stoatigla wf.ilfe -- the Might for
suTvivel. That's what it's all abouk, vou

urdaravandr
MAE
fomiles;
Tau Nebcha.
A quiet, contented hsak
ERNEST

% how's Lhe muse Lrom greater hehevilile doingy

MAK

defs writing a new book, cod help me. 2id veu =ead
OF TIME AND THE RIVEERY

FRNWEST
Crap ... (Max fmiles) ... Roy's gob =eriaus
delusions aof *fmpertance . * And He's been medbiing

cif wop wich in the press, Tell} him Lo ehut bhe
netll 1m and atiek o his ceneil.

MAY
You koow Tom, he's mwaherant.



RRNEST
gunitehit, e sbantlilg o Deileve whal cloy oedy
rhati Rim. Game thing vhan appeped Lo FIBZGerzi .
Faomepnn vat § owhe orbeal wien of cobbers Do waoy

cigped Se sharhs Ty pelleve 0, Then he'sr gohla
R Sl B S o Nes o oanmana wuihin

Yo Maf Yo Write, ii73 Iz hip BlLeed

ZRERST
1 wonlda wald the same hing aner: Scctt Zilve raszrs
o, Most elegank wrider Tosver Mnew, nalde gERE

ma. Wow nhe can‘s putb Elve words together Lo save
Ris 11fe, poop zoapfakikeh (o0 ¥ou Emow Tomd ll
LemyTe YOAL SO0,

Podamtn nhink s,

EREET
nimd nhoge nagtardsz ab Harpene and
: xfiﬁfm elresdiy vauring poison in nis szl

- MRX

SRNEST!
Teah ¥ o432 .., Read Like scmeikinc Lromoa
1A ahane .

laoks =t hBim,

suddenly -~ Max'a fighing wod jerks violembliy -- he grabs k.
Brzedt lzapa b0 kis alde--

vax sbanda -+ Dracing a Joob oo the val

BRENALT
Pull him bBack! -+ Bands highsr on cbe rod!

MAX
wake it

BRREET
Jafs wounes, mMaxl Hnaxd Lp - SN
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Jigaking with the ghehe -



ERWERT

oW Eull NED Jg¢k. Aan-v jExk g o-- TRED'E LT
fe'il LIy no oive deep -- louk bhe wsel oo Eo fesd
himz
WK
Tes
EREST
stont give nim 8 tug, show him vho'e borg .o iMaX
Acern an) -- Ckay, be'll come up and give You the
s - Lol Zight back at bl nlche fxbe iy oy
PERX

What gort of expregaicn?

TEHRET
chelet, Max! PREDATCORE dresat Whibe Hunbenr! Hiag ox
vie Goddetn feaglel -~ HERE &R COMES!

A magnificent nariin oxests the surface {h an enormota aps --
rime iz sugpended -- ig is gloriamg--

e mantin Liveg-e-
RRMEGT
Yow tail Wiml Brxing him o Fapal

vay —esls 19 tha maxlin o- fishtoing every ioch of tie way.

Fina)ly the mariis crests bhe surfzce sgaid -- Hax Lk (e 1
=nd times the fiah.

germoat nealshrates wildly. #Wex laughs, triumphant aodf anbied.
BET ... DOCE - SR WA DAY

vz and SIRest poss hexs to the markin ag Ik habge, s perlect
trobiy. A poilect gay.

A saries of gulek %ﬁﬂtﬂﬁ as they assume varfous poges.
nasghing., Fawk seriocus. Einkest in hip tatbered ahotte and
anick. ¥ax in his thrae piece suit and hat,

Afrer the sarvage of pholo:

ERHBAT
11 get nim mounted ind send kim be you.

MK
ah, :aally, 14, Yoo teep him.
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o o e Ty T — "
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dwaeeivy tanie hehing bhiwm, pybhing om makeup.

LOGE AR
O osk. f o know =iiothat, he s a wonderfnl maz. Wo
denbt Be' il meke 4 time living are day. had ale’ s
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HRMDY
sowesn't she Losk pawishing?]

Lk
TR L v s )

e parricae Rasey Lo TILEH. sivag Tlopy o Hidn.

Mhy
wella, Anxling.
Z1PEY
fteara)
Saddy., ..
S soE DAT.
. ¥AX

Wew wateh your haly, mustn’t get 21l muszed hefoxe
the pictures. 1 paid a fortuns for bhab bDleszed

Thotographer of yourd...
terhiha, medldwhile, arralohtens Hax'a Lie:

- BERTHE V-
vian re ga hapdsomes when you LI, o

RIFEY
Tar are DEnpy Loday, Arenti ik, Zaddy?

MhX

augting wy BULLone ... Zarkha, why dont you 34
help your mothag?

RERTHL
She's howelezs, ign’t shedr Sha was just fike fhia

ab my wedding...

Shg qood,

MAX
oipla, would vou give wa 3 momenty

EANCT
1 have bta pub oo my Shoss

HAK
1 wop't ghexl them, give i& & mizuakise.

Ganan, Toguay £nd Same shatias oeb
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Demembiar,
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MR .
ToRhewght v webs golhg o e oo dizappoiched. b
-~ WEleDY b, Tou looked 2E ne, terriiliy 2erilug
=zod o Brid L. 'Ok, Daddy. s&&*ug Y wbﬂdp&cke*
wauld Rmave besrn grend, bub o waan’ i vhe oaun beaabifa
sarough the Hirch tresa®* ... From thair moment, I

pnew you Were goitg bo have a joyons 1ife,
sila ingg S He DiFads DA,

R
I 1o yﬂu, daughbar,

.
T iR
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Lpy nLAnGs ah the.albar €iin e udw Lushsead, Loe
CE Rl DWhig SOuEL ine,

Zipmy is Ilanked by the okbher four Perking davghlers.

#ax end Lowlse 210 In a fromk pew. Soabi fltzgerald site zextb
i A

The mimletar iz ogulerly inbaning o suavar
WHETL. .,

“am enbers with a3 bang,

g ownremd oo runioad gundsoamd Ra oA Doaooule smil g9 glnacis
when the church docys =lam wehind aim. dHe finds nls «ay 2o a
-~

o AL T iara SIWIL
sa snd Leviagg, and moat of e coesta. slanee Taok.
et LR oMaw oa ook
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womamoa Wrkaken.  LMOW T4 Lask of nns

g oHaTLng

AN
oaeas Thedlet: My RAthead sTioke -+ o'W SWERLLDS
ilie a brood Aoyl

Zaw kRighs .

Tippy, ak the altar, sxchanges z logx Witk Beriha. The
Sriflp s gLgoie. Boon xll the Rarkizns 4ivla owe spyping aet ho
laungh.

INT, - SOMEACE S DAY

e werdding receptlon ix a lovely atfair.

Tha quests mingle as wapic plays. Llppy and Bag Terelvs Y56
guszhs amd ahat,

Wa follow Mancy is she swerves Lhrdugh bhe quests, LoGhaae
fer pomabhing. She goes up to Scobt Fit=geraid.

RrEOT
W, Fitmezuald, have ol feen ow shoos?

-

Coatk loska down At her, rried to focus fhrough o gentle haze
cf goed ILgiorc. '

Ga T
whak Ao Lhey look Tike?

HENCY
They: Te pink, with a buockls.

SO
Pink =besa ... ne ... Where did you last eEea Laen?

NAHCY
£ wy feel, of coures.

SOOTY
¥ew chat makes sense, Shall I Belp you Look?

BRIFCY
Yes, plespe. And then vou can ball ®me a aboky.

=R
Aha ... Ler “ather’s deughrer ... Come alsng .

Cole s euEy g owe Find Maw and Loulae Seliing wlm
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Make sure he Asest'T S2E ZOVEDE.
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SOMNEOTEE -~ TIVING ROOM KIGHE
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seett shA RELDA PETEGARALD siT wirn Max and Lowlse,. Drinse
wafara dinper. ¢niy Sootb drinka Coca-dota and Zeldz driaks

g
[
ey il 3o :I-‘Ef v

suet i gits pooteckivaly on Lhe swm af Talaa' s ohalr, dne hand
zlwaysg ob her ehouldsr, 035 if Exrying o sendo the aniamic
cremera rombling wikhin her. .

waldm 12 a woman LE almost catabonic booment, Her once Fayrond
eanty i gone. The sparkling eyes ieadsn. The Riviera-brcgid
akin iE now an zohen mask nulled foo bigkrly over bar skull.

che L4 heen in and oub of asyiums for gevaral yearsg now. -

SCoTT
... Beetiie’s going gangbusters st Vassad, 2he
seams o hive developel an s2fzcotion for drana,
pight even he i actyess. dhe wants o falk G o
slamsl it Lounlge. )

]
- welld Lows Lo T ohope yeu’re fab digesaraging
1% :

ST

Wor, the path we Wﬁﬂiﬁ kuve chogen, but she'a at
areizt anyhow, That'a somebhing.

e doorbell rinas.

LOGEREE
That milsr be Tam. ..

MR
LTIl gk LRl

caw risen and lemves fihe room ad footb urme geatly to Jellas

SCOTT
TSa Tom, noney. Come Do Ses o

Cwldh S0ad ACL TeIpons.
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Frh
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ot mAght have Zaited bo grert dxinklag--
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T naws to £ meth--

MEX
et - - 10k mh me o« PTom Zomewhalb SooiEes an
il <o Felds’s tuat omr ol Yhe hospirslt. Sheta
wall. For Sod' s sake, Angon gharb in,

g
Se Ticlhen Lo FEH T'm e RO, smade mwelian
' Seir, AR OLD HASTARD ' '

I—'y\.

wa wrondars Lnba ohe Livisg reoe. Max fellows, conosczed.

GET. . GCHHAOUSZ -~ DINING. ROCM SO %

thoy 2it sround the table. Eleanor ciearsa the aalad plates
nefuse Rzrving tha next courae. She choota g disapproving
glascs Yo Iem ag she adhad.

T

l“-'_'
Sell m=, &

320TT
Te dogsn' t osake me doe anvihing.

PO T L e — Loy e d g 1ok oLy
T R - A-E\_'..',.i il -\."::_-\.-\.q.l_-\.-\.aag [ A Y .5‘ LEL

saten & rhizg. Fleanor glances o Loulse, ’1‘1
PhabacT Lameves Baldats plabe. A
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—dE Leu

g6 TLoeT .

EiiM
wali dees he advwige v c2lke Bl T

= LT LT
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d o Bell that Lo Mex: I oean SS@s e -
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rm your iask pook -~ TENLER i% TRE RISYT -- syrgdr
bpni +v IoMEsEN DET WY atyle, 233 those soEeamiby
herpies in padded cells alw't eyactly m barg --
444 he wnake vou take a Lok sub?

200TT
walrp Alfferecht wribers, Dow,
LM
et Erat?
SO0

T dentt write such long bookd.

rm
woy wean can'l write sueh iong books.

LOUTaR
fexmauotad wikh i)
L T

pial.1
Sust say i, Scokbyl Thars's ne BHARME Lo WEiking
shert. Fhough I vhink you'we Sshes ic & pii koo fan
L0 7 mean ore vou aver golng be write stintder
sovel?

SCUTT
(changing bhe sukject)
Maw, I hezr you Eimalily went Bomping wiih Brmesh--

AR

vap, in the wilds of darkest Arkangas, it was quike
An--

Tom
oeird lgnore ne, Scotiy--

HUAN

[ saargi

Teat o enougls.

TCH

{iqporisg bim, to 3ooth)
new' s pretend ITm ot Dere - JeEue Clrish .- i
waow pon Raven'n writlen a gocdamn thiag i years -
- Ihe shooks & ortkel glases Lo Zeidal - nuls doat
wigme me for thafd
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Mhow emald I--7

Lo
o WEYY woTds Aid pou wrice Lodaiy?

g,
el o)

L IR
dow many werds dig yon write Loday?

TOM
vavhea 3,400,

MAX
zeobt wrobe wayhe a hasdred. If coday was 2 good
day. If today was a greab day. And Ge needs to
write as vmeoh as vou do. He fighks over every word.

TOM
nmp he shouid £ight more.

weedy swenmenk le onow distuzbing the sleening aﬁlmals in the
st Teeide Die, & RIOh'E poay soheodd. - .

MAX
dis wife iz godng mad and he'a Lrying to Raep bDer
in private asylums snd pub his davghrer through
sollege and trying nsht to drink. ¥w cre cares abuulb
vhat ha wriktes or even rememblars Tim AyRCrE. Can
vou imagine what chat's like?

ToH
meutn hlame me for his weakness--

A
#:k can you imagine fE¥! -- ¥on gane, Lhabtta whak
agtociada medr Youtrse a wrlisar bPut wou seem bo havre

no empabhy, 20 garing feor abher pecple--

TGN
what =id all that <aring ges Scobns

e -
T owet balking abatt Soecht Lo, I hGuarii me Lo ses
wonh s aruel,

)

fwllasg)

S 3w cizapmoinkted yon web snziEnF
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I, CELT WO,
T
=il 0w ogomiy Lmonad deceat cacaah fon o womyr fine
Finney nErti o owmer Hloe Irdansd, Ul GeFoTa
.

cenmider wha'a aiving the lasson: Lm f suppoEed T
wrew ubh Rike wmid

WEE

—

o, Tow, oeb yoli've suppesed Lo oW !

animals Ln the I0d aze vastlzag -~ ah Llevie
synmohony of roara and soreeches znd howls,

oM
Zow dare yea?l ¥ou -~ cf 2il geddame soople -
Toca’'ra asthing Duk a coward. Trapped in Chat

stezile little oifles, every beputiful thing in veu
stunced oy toogs conastipaled Mew England manhersd
iow dort L Bawve bhe Lizsc Iduwa what it iz he alive,
Vo qon's know whab Ib ia ho weke uan ind grab hold
=E iife every day and figbb with Su -0 Youre dnst
st goddanty sraged Lo pivse~)

MyX
Sheve ae other wavy Lo live,

=

halt, Max Pexkims Lriges flp cowpan.

4is rEPIcoicn has been huilding For veare. And when 1b comas
i wWith the farce of a rlipesd, -conbroiled hraicame:

MAX
There's loviag your children and sesing thewm grow
np right, Thare's dolng work vhar 'z issoreant’
There's givipd Lo ofher people. Feople iike voy--
O
That'z ehough--§

R,
e baxen youx ablize hecause §oboeld myseil vou
Hese werkh fb, The work was sooth ol T oallowad Wi
ro degrede me in front of my chiidoen becanze I
coid ayzeli thab you cared for me, dewn deep. Bo
o helf anyone oho Doves you, Towm, heECouge Foo al

ol EFiE o all vnase aiilis of aes fuld

g - s donon have the glighrvealk ©OE anat
WAGHS Ly L4 ALlwe. Yo logk data ape mERIEST R

frRd Aane wohe Mo Shaep
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Iomoed aewedsy youn will L. Theu wavhe 2ll youx
e will we werkh fisse ol Soeckicoa,

e tuzas aad ooem,

Tt skands, atunneﬁ Aubk masr oF all, aagey. A8 the animals
(2 the mon oonbloen ckelr seric howling.

YT, ERTRIEE e LA

Tatar khiak nigok.

3 very tastefa)ly-appointed paunbbduge aspastment, The Jeslom
is Lypxuricng ang wvery 1537 godern, E&yﬁnﬂ ke windows thera
it a panoranic viaw of the llghts of Manhathan.

rom ig alumped glsawily in & chair, talking to somecne we
dantt initially sea;

M
L. Fax shinke he sreated me, you now that? Like
sygmadiion -- heothinkas he Foungd this wgly lamp of
narmlinsg olay and moided it fobo me,

hiTHE
mosEnTe e dossnty,

Ho swew see Aiine standing acvoss the room, =lowly fixing a
Szink. Rakeued Ly Tow's arzival, obe Is weszing a Jowvaly

slira 1ocka good, Balng apark from Tom clearly agrass with
ot , dka is somposed and nicely mature.

TOM
gure hea deas. Tou don™t koow how he talks to de.
Tt's so patrodizing: *Put this in, Take this oub,
Touwrre leslng the voerbhe, Where's Che yplat? Why
aan'E yor weire like Fitzgerald? He's a poaf. Why
san't pour wrlce lika Bemingway? He's a cxaffaman.
voat gotta be discdelined, vou dumb Fucking hickis -
- kAnd XItwm o Lhe ona who's Supposed Lo lack smpatbnrl

Alize juzt otandd across Bhe roon, slowly fiwing her driak.
She ia a digturhed by Tow'a wonom,
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v peoid Them maybae. You Ea2ll sverveneg mavbe
Ao pou’ e going o Loll them vee.

“om chanoes Che sabiedt

O
#pyr I beon Thinkisg about taking 2 txip, vacacion-
like. Ruying 40 oid car and dust dziving off. Mayhe
see California and all those pun-kisged Jacaiez .
Ray don’k yon come?

Aline omiles.

T
faaduckive)
L owsan b, e’ g BRIt Ghe read amd Bave some fun
agadn, you and ma, Lika {¥ umed to He. You apd o
and fo ohe elge 1n the world sven existn. Wa'ra in
sUF WL private cathedral. Socesn t that asmnd Mike
A MOmenTalA fooriaey?

A THERE

Taon, Stod need Do opand sons tive alons.
o

I'm & wpigzr, Mldpa, K21 f do ls spand time alone,
ALINE

Wo, Fan spend Cima wieh vear shkaraebers . You'wve

rater Dedar alone. First pou bad your famils, thdn
yvou had me, then you had Max.

ghe giowly, glowly, crosses Lo Dl

ALENE
Ton naed o gpend some Lime alons. And you aoed to
cthink aboub yowr iife. Skout how you mowe through
Logk Life |, Tou BUZL me,. YouwTre aaling Eo burr
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A lester.
He srares gt Dhe anvelope, zdeclutely atunned.

s recognized the handwriniag on the envplope. It s from Tem.
The Teiurn Lddrass is Jebing Hopkins Hospltal.

max carefully sats bhe lobier In the ¢enkar of hls desk. Ha
juet looke at b,

Meed Do Uhess, abiPg S5l 2fflce door, and Tebunns tp hin
donk. fe Fine and atayes L tha jebbter, de pushes ng 2al a

n 1 —aa

"Atie Sunonhes baek oan hia mead,

Yeooares: sl cuE letier, Lyepar

fag nimaeif, He flnally Jeaches
o oopel LR, He aonices i A

Lichi BEE ahaking.
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£ neng o oavsssyhe Aand De TS Sab e el Rues CUm
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wanl again, ILoT rhere im such impossibie ampnish and
vogret for alli I gan neVEX say ta you. Sor All tha
work TonEwe Do 29 .
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We oo Thpm CTom aenind, sweir aiihouettes iiluminabed by t e
matsstic red aunget, pbanding on the rocf, Looking Vel the
23Ry .

mom with an ama around Xax's ehouiders, rescing his nead on
Hax'a.
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A3 d phgt Fovwhh ol Suly when you mekb me akb T he
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