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CO.D OPEN
FADE | N:
INT. NURSERY - LATE NI GHT

WE ARE I N A SPECTACULARLY DECORATED NURSERY. LI GHT STRAI NS
OF "MAMA' S GONNA BUY YOU A MOCKI NGBl RD' PLAY FROM THE MUJSI C
BOX BY THE DOOR. TWO PARENTS, LEIGH (LATE 30'S, TALL,
BRUNETTE) AND NATHAN (40, CUTE AND QUI RKY) ARE RANSACKI NG A
CRIB. LEIGH IS PANICKED, NATHAN IS CALM IN THE CRIB I S AN
ADORABLE BABY (MADDI E, CHI NESE, 6 MONTHS) STARI NG UP AT A
MOBI LE W TH STUFFED SEA CREATURES, | NCLUDI NG A ONE- EYED SQUI D.
LElI GH
She swallowed it. | know she did.
NATHAN
Not necessarily.
LElI GH
Vel 1, then where did it go, Nathan?!
Normal | y squid eyes don't di sappear.
NATHAN
And normal ly babies don't eat squid
eyes.
LEI GH STARTS LOOKI NG ON HER HANDS AND KNEES.
LElI GH
In happier tines, that sentence
woul d' ve made nme | augh.
NATHAN
I know, honey, we'll just keep it

in our back pocket.

LEI GH STANDS UP, EMPTY HANDED. MADDI E COUGHS A LI TTLE
LEI GH PI CKS HER UP AND HOLDS HER.  NATHAN DI ALS HI'S CELL



LElI GH
Oh dear God. We've only had her
two nont hs and we al ready broke
her. China's going to cone take
her back.

NATHAN
(I NTO PHONE) Hello, yes, Dr. Tannis?
It's Nathan and Leigh. W're so
sorry to call you at hone again,
but we think Maddie swal |l owed a
pl astic squid eye, actually, and...

LElI GH
Tell himit's the size of a very
smal | nul berry.

NATHAN
(TO LEIGH) A nul berry?!

LElI GH
Semantics? Real ly?!

NATHAN
(I NTO PHONE) Yes. Maddie seens
fine, but... (BEAT) kay. | guess
we could just... (BEAT) W'Il do
that. Thank you.

HE HANGS UP.

NATHAN ( CONT' D)
Ckay, can you do "calnmt now? Wy
shift was up two m nutes ago.

LEI GH | NHALES DEEPLY AND NODS. NATHAN EXPLCDES.



NATHAN ( CONT' D)
He says if we want to be really
careful we should go to the energency
roomand get an x-ray. Ch, ny sweet
Maddi e, ny sweet baby girl.
LElI GH
(SOOTHINAY) That's only if we
don't find it. Wich we will
(BEAT) I mm nently.
NATHAN LOCKS AT HER
LEI GH ( CONT' D)
| can't help that it calms ne to
tal k fancy.
NATHAN NODS. HE LOOKS UNDER MADDI E'S MATTRESS.
LEI GH ( CONT' D)
It placates nme. |t assuages. (BEAT)
And, also? 97%of all babies who
swal | ow toys nmake a full recovery.
NATHAN GASPS.
LEI GH ( CONT' D)
What 7 What ?!
NATHAN
Squi d eye! Squid eyel
LElI GH
Ch ny God, we didn't break the baby!
NATHAN
W didn't break the baby!

THEY HUG  THEN CAREFULLY PUT MADDI E BACK I N HER CRI B

TAKES LEI G4 S HAND AND SM LES.

NATHAN



LElI GH
How do people DO this?!
NATHAN
| love the crap out of you, wfe
per son.
LElI GH
My poet. | love you, too. (TO
MADDI E) Goodni ght, angel .
MADDI E GURGLES HAPPI LY, AS THEY WALK QUT.
| NT. HALLWAY - MOMENTS LATER

THEY WALK DOMN THE HALL.
NATHAN
Do they need you in early tonorrow?
LElI GH

Yup. Let's see, if | fall asleep

right now .. (LOOKS AT HER WATCH)

I will still be way screwed.
NATHAN

Vll, I"'mon duty tonight. Don't

you worry about a thing.
LElI GH
You're ny hero.
NATHAN
You' re ny breadw nner.

THEY STOP AND FACE EACH OTHER. A QUICK KISS ON THE LI PS,
AND THEY EACH OPEN DOORS ON OPPOSI TE SI DES OF THE HALLWAY.

INT. LEIGH S ROOM

THERE, IN HER BED, IS A MANINHS MD-30"'S, (Q.lVER
BEAUTI FUL, ARTI STIC, DRESSED ONLY I N BOXERS). HE LOCKS UP
AND SM LES.



I NT. NATHAN S ROOM

THERE, IN H S BED, LIES A MMN INH S MD 40'S, (MKE WEARI NG
ARVANI SPECS, VERY SOPHI STI CATED). HE'S WORKI NG ON A LAPTOP.

I NT. HALLWAY

NATHAN AND LEI GH LOOK AT EACH OTHER AND SM LE.
NATHAN
Good ni ght.
LElI GH
Good ni ght.
THEY BOTH GO I N THEI R RESPECTI VE ROQOVS.
FADE QOUT.
END OF COLD OPEN




ACT ONE

INT. LEIGH S ROOM - SI MULTANEQUS

LEI GH WALKS I N HER DOCR AND BARELY CLOSES | T BEFORE SHE' S
ATTACKED BY OLI VER AND THROAMN ON TO THE BED. SHE LAUGHS.

QLI VER
|'ve never done it with a married
woman bef ore.

LElI GH
Actually, | believe you did three
times | ast night.

QLI VER
I meant in the | arger sense.

LElI GH
Ooh, hello...speaking of |arger..

THEY KI'SS. LEI GH SUDDENLY STOPS. SHE GETS UP AND WALKS TO
A CHEST OF DRAVERS.

LEI GH ( CONT' D)
Qops, before | forget, | found this
in nmy sock drawer this norning.

SHE HOLDS UP A TINY, SILVER CUFFLI NK.

QLI VER
Ch yeah, | left it here by m stake
the other night so | tossed it in
there for safe keeping.

SHE HANDS IT TO HH M



OLI VER ( CONT' D)
(SMLES) | don't really have
anywhere to put it right now

HE PUTS IT ON THE BEDSI DE TABLE, THEN KI SSES HER AGAIN. HE
PO NTS TO THE BABY MONI TOR

OLI VER ( CONT' D)
She can't actually hear us, can
she?
LElI GH
No. Plus, she's a hundred and eighty
days old. Shock her, | dare you.
QLI VER
Rising to the challenge as we speak
LElI GH
| get so turned on by |ane
i nnuendo. ..

[ NT. NATHAN S ROOM - MOMENTS LATER

NATHAN ENTERS. HE LOCOKS AT M KE AND SM LES, THEN WALKS OVER
AND G VES HM A HUGE KISS ON THE MOUTH. M KE SM LES.

M KE
' ve been thinking.
NATHAN
What have | said about that?
M KE
' m serious.
NATHAN

Ckay. Then I"'mmldly concerned.



M KE
|'ve been commuting forty five
m nutes every night fromny house
to yours since you brought Maddie
hone.

NATHAN
I know. | know, | should do nore
of the driving, but...

M KE
And it's been over a year since
your busi ness went under.

NATHAN
You' re doi ng wonders for ny self
esteem here, honey.

M KE
My lease is up in a couple of nonths,
and | think we should tal k about ne
nmoving in. (BEAT, SMLES) | just
feel like it's time. |'mhere every
ni ght anyway and | coul d hel p out
with Maddie. And with the rent.

NATHAN
You want to nove in here? Wth me?
Wth us? Here?

M KE

NATHAN

That's. .. huge.



M KE
It's not small.
NATHAN
Just you, ne, ny wife, and ny
child... (BEAT, SINCERELY) | would
| ove that.
M KE
(SM LES LASCI VI QUSLY) Prove it.
VW HEAR MADDI E' S CRY OVER THE MONI TOR: WAAAAAAAI
| NT. HALLWAY - SAME TI ME

LEI GH AND NATHAN BOTH OPEN THEI R DOCRS.

NATHAN
Sweetie, |'ve totally got this.

LElI GH
["mstill up, 1'll go too.

THEY WALK DOMN THE HALLWAY. NATHAN IS POSI TI VELY QG DDY.
NATHAN
I have to tell you sonething.
LElI GH
Me too. Mne involves an errant
cufflink. But you go first.
NATHAN
M ke is interested in perhaps noving
in. Here. Wth us. Full tine!
LEI GH SAYS NOTHI NG
NATHAN ( CONT' D)
Part of the famly.
SHE STILL SAYS NOTHI NG HE SHAKES H' S HEAD AND SM LES.



NATHAN ( CONT' D)

It's just been such long tinme since

I"ve felt this way about anybody,

I'd kind of given up hope, you know?

THEY ARRI VE AT MADDI E' S DOOR.

I NT. NURSERY - SAME Tl ME

LEI GH PI CKS UP A CRYI NG MADDI E

LEI CH

She's not wet. | think she just

wants to be held. (CUTELY, TO

MADDI E) |

sonmeti nes.

get that way too,

Yes | do...

NATHAN

(SING NG QUI ETLY) Rock-a-bye baby,

on the tree top. This song gets

real creepy,

( SPEAKI NO)

(SI NG NG

so soon | wll stop

Chinme in, Monmmy.

LEI CH

Your cradle's not falling,

your bough will not break. But

pl ease stop your crying, and sleep

f or Godsake.

10.

MADDI E STOPS CRYI NG NATHAN KI SSES HER HEAD, AND LEI GH PUTS

HER BACK I N THE CRI B.

THEY TI PTCE BACK | NTO THE HALLWAY

INT. HALLWAY - SAME Tl ME

LEI GH AND NATHAN WALK BACK TO THEI R RESPECTI VE ROOVS.



NATHAN
And it wouldn't be that different
fromnow, really. He's here al
the tine anyway. ..
SHE SAYS NOTHI NG
NATHAN ( CONT' D)
I can't help but notice you' re not
real ly participating.
SHE SAYS NOTHI NG
NATHAN ( CONT' D)
Even a facial expression would be
real ly hel pful here.
LElI GH
Shouldn't you talk to your wife
bef ore you nove your boyfriend in?
NATHAN
(SMLES) You mght actually own
t hat sentence.
SHE DOESN T LAUGH.
NATHAN ( CONT' D)
Okay. Sorry. I'mjust excited,

and | know how nuch you |ike him

so | thought you'd be happy for us.

LElI GH
| am |'mjust...
BEAT. SHE DOESN T FI NI SH.
NATHAN

Are you okay?

11.
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LElI GH
Yeah, no, I'mfine. Fine. Totally
fine.
THEY STOP AT THEIR DOORS. NATHAN JUST LOCKS AT HER
LEI GH ( CONT' D)
I"'m"fine"-ish. I'm.."fine"
adj acent. (SMALL SMLE) | can see
"fine" fromny house.
NATHAN
We can tal k through all of this
tonorrow. We'll figure it out. |
prom se.
NATHAN KI SSES HER FOREHEAD AND THEY ENTER THEI R ROOVS.
I NT. KITCHEN - NEXT MORN NG

M KE AND NATHAN SI'T AT THE TABLE, DRI NKI NG COFFEE AND
LAUGHI NG LEIGH COVES I N, DRESSED FOR WORK, AND CAREFULLY
PLACES OLI VER S CUFFLI NK AT ONE OF THE PLACE SETTI NGS.
LElI GH
(SM LES) Good norning, gentlenen.
NATHAN HANDS HER A CUP OF COFFEE. BEFORE SHE SI PS - -
LEI GH ( CONT' D)

Wio made the coffee this fine day?

M KE
H m

LElI GH
Dammi t

M KE

I know, right?



13.

LElI GH
Wuld it kill himto add anot her
scoop? This is |ike soneone
whi spered the word "coffee" over a
cup of hot water. Once. A very
long tinme ago. In a |anguage the
wat er didn't quite understand..

M KE
(LAUGHS, TO NATHAN) When she's
right, she's right.

LElI GH
Believe it or not, it used to be
worse. One tinme, he actually ---

SHE STOPS, AND LOCKS AT M KE' S HAND

LEI GH ( CONT' D)
I's that ny nug?

M KE
Um well? It's plain and white,
so |l can't really tell...

LElI GH
It has the little crack at the top
from when Maddi e knocked it over
I love that nug.

M KE
Oh. Sorry. Mndif I useit?

SHE TAKES A BEAT.



LElI GH
No, no. We can share. (BEAT) |
mean, |'ve been through a lot with
it, and it nmeans the world to nme --

possi bly nore than any nug ever has --

but seriously: use it. [It's fine.
M KE

Okay. Thanks. 1'll be careful..
LElI GH

(BU LDING I N INTENSITY) It's fine,
because | know you' re not
"absconding” with it or "purloining"
it, per se. You're "sharing" it
with ne. Wich is great. Super
peachy, even. (WTH DI FFI CULTY)
As long as | keep rem ndi ng nysel f
that, deep down inside, it'll always
be "nmy mug". And that ny nmug [oves
me and is there for ne. M nug is
ny rock, through richer and poorer
and --

SHE HEARS HERSELF. AS SHE EXI TS --

LEI GH ( CONT' D)

| have to get to work.

M KE LOOKS AT NATHAN. FROM THE OTHER ROOM WE HEAR MADDI E
CRY. NATHAN SQUEEZES M KE' S HAND.

NATHAN
That m ght've been about nore than

t he mug.

14.



M KE NODS

M KE

You t hi nk?!'!
NATHAN

And it warrants a discussion, but

it'll have to be in a few m nutes.

NATHAN EXITS, AND A VERY SLEEPY QLI VER ENTERS

QLI VER

(TO MKE) Mothercrapsucker! You

scared ne.
M KE
Morning. |1'mMke. W' ve passed
in the night...
QLI VER
Aiver
M KE

I"m Nat han's. N ne nonths, eight
days.

QLI VER
Oh. I'mlLeigh's. Four dates..
(CHECKS WATCH) Seven hours.

NATHAN RUSHES IN WTH MADDI E. HE SHOAS HER TO M KE

NATHAN
Do her eyes | ook crossed to you?!
M KE
She's fine. She's probably just
havi ng troubl e focusing.
NATHAN

Is that nornmal ?!

15.



M KE

Nat han, seriously, give it a half

an hour before we enbrace the panic.
NATHAN

(TOTALLY PANI CKED) Ckay.

HE RUSHES MADDI E QUT OF THE ROOM  CLI VER SI TS.

NATHAN (O. S.) (CONT' D)
Nice to see you again, diver
M KE
Vel come to the nmadness.
QLI VER
No ki dding, right? (BEAT) How d
they get together in the first place?
M KE
Do you two actual ly tal k?
QLI VER
She sai d di scussing her husband
woul dn't be construed as sexy.
M KE
Fair enough. MWatch the first season
of "WII| and G ace", focusing on
episodes 3, 5, and 8. It's faster.
QLI VER
Couldn't they raise a kid together

wi t hout actually getting married?

16.



M KE
She's a single woman a sneeze away
fromforty and he's a single, gay
man three years ahead of her. Not
strongly sought after criteria in
t he adoption market. (BEAT) | was
married for ten years. To a wonman.
And we have a son

OLI VER JUST LOOKS AT HM

M KE ( CONT' D)
| blooned very late. But, the point
is: nost parents end up being
sexl ess, friendly roonmates anyway,
so they cut out the m ddle man.

QLI VER
So, basically that's ne now. |'m
the m ddl e man.

OLI VER NOTI CES THE CUFFLI NK ON THE TABLE.

OLI VER ( CONT' D)
Hey, that's m ne

M KE
Leigh put it there.

QLI VER
(CONFUSED) She nust really really
want ne to take that thing hone.

M KE

Where did you |l eave it?



18.

QLI VER
Her sock drawer.
M KE STUDI ES H M FOR A MOVENT, THEN SHAKES HI S HEAD.
M KE
Oh, ny dear boy. Please, never
mention the information |I' m about
toinpart. 1. Treat her like a
deer: gently hold out your hand and
| et her approach you. Do NOT startle
her or make sudden noves. 2. Under
no circunstances should you ever
mention the "C' word...
QLI VER
"Cuf flink"?
M KE
(HE WHI SPERS) " Commi tnent".
QLI VER
You're scaring ne.
M KE
(SOFTLY) |'ve seen very bad things.
QLI VER
Wiy are you hel pi ng?
M KE
["1l have nore tinme with ny boyfriend
if you' re sleeping with his wife.
(SMLES) No, I'mrooting for you.

You had nme at "nothercrapsucker".



I NT. NURSERY - LATER THAT DAY

NATHAN AND M KE LOOK AT MADDI E' S EYES.
NATHAN
Oh God, they're still crossed.
didit, | broke the baby.
M KE

Al'l you did was pick her up.

NATHAN
Zeal ously. | picked her up
zeal ously.

M KE

( REACH NG FOR MADDI E) May | ?
M KE TAKES HER, MAKES A FUNNY FACE, AND SHE LAUGHS.
NATHAN
(SMLES) I1'mso glad you're here.
M KE
I"mglad I'mhere, too. (BEAT) So
how do we convi nce your w fe that
what this marriage clearly needs is
a live-in boyfriend?
NATHAN
| don't know. | didn't expect her
to react |ike that.
M KE
No ki ddi ng, that woman seriously
doesn't want anything com ng between

her and her. .. nug.



NATHAN
"Il talk to her. | prom se
THEY HAVE A MOMENT. THE PHONE RI NGS. NATHAN ANSVERS.
NATHAN ( CONT' D)
Dr. Tannis, thank God...is she okay?!
(BEAT) Should I bring her in, just
in case? | live very close by...
(BEAT) GCkay. Thank you.
HE HANGS UP THE PHONE.
NATHAN ( CONT' D)
He thinks |I'minsane. But he doesn't
have the threat of a Chinese invasion
hangi ng over his head.
M KE
Ch, God. Don't.
NATHAN
They're comi ng. Wen we | east expect
it. China's comng to nmake sure we
haven't screwed up a piece of their
homel and.
M KE
An entire country is not com ng.
One social worker is. Soneday.
And she's probably American
NATHAN
Doesn't nmatter. One crossed eye

and it's Red Dawn.



M

KE

Those wer e Russi ans.

St
LElI GH ENTERS

NATHAN
il red, ny friend. Still red.
SHE'S A MESS. SHE TAKES MADDI E FROM M KE.
LElI GH

How i s she?

NATHAN

Dr. Tannis says it can sonetinmes

happen at her age, but to watch her

carefully for 48 hours, and if it

doesn't fix itself he'll suggest an

eye specialist, a

Ch

nd I"'mterrified.

LEI CH

God. And the

Chi nese are com ng

NATHAN

know. Cal m ne.

LEI CH

Let's just...rum nate.

THEY HOLD HANDS AND TAKE DEEP BREATHS.

Yo

doctor said,

M

u guys, she'll

KE
be fine. Like the

sonetimes this happens.

SUDDENLY, RAPI D FI RE BETWEEN NATHAN AND LEI GH - -

LEI CH

Fuzzy shri np!

NATHAN

From t he pl ace?

21.



22.

M KE

You guys are hungry?!

LElI GH
Wth the puffy...

NATHAN
And the itchy...

M KE

Wio was puffy and what was itchy?
LElI GH
(TO NATHAN) The ER nurse had ne
take a picture of your face every
hal f hour and chart any changes.
NATHAN
Yes! But let's make it every fifteen
m nutes for Maddie.
LElI GH
Even better!
NATHAN AND LEI GH EXCI TEDLY LEAVE THE ROOM W TH MADDI E.
LEIGH (O S.) (CONT' D)
The canera's in the kitchen drawer!
NATHAN (Q S.)
The porch has natural [ight!
M KE STANDS ALONE. AFTER A BEAT --
M KE
Good call with the whole "puffy-
itchy-fuzzy-shrinp-natural -1ight-on-

t he-porch"...thing. (BEAT)
( MORE)



23.

M KE ( CONT' D)
Says the invisible baby uncle-type-
person to no one in particular.
(BEAT) Yup. | fit in perfectly...
HE SHAKES HI S HEAD AND WALKS OUT THE DOOR
FADE TO BLACK.
END OF ACT ONE



24.

ACT TWD
FADE | N:
EXT. FRONT PORCH - A LITTLE LATER

LEI GH AND NATHAN SI'T ON THE STEPS, CAREFULLY STUDYI NG A STACK
OF PICTURES OF MADDI E' S EYE.

LElI GH
| think pictures 18 through 24 show
remar kabl e ocul ar 1 nprovenent.
NATHAN
But the eye in 21 is squintier than
in 19. (BEAT) |I'mglad we decided
to do it every five mnutes instead.
LElI GH
Yes. Some would say "highly
neurotic", | sinply say "good
parenting".
THEY LOOK AT EACH OTHER FOR A BEAT. NATHAN SM LES.
NATHAN
Per haps every fifteen m nutes would
| ower us to a nice "mddling
neurotic".
LElI GH
Wiat will we do wth all that extra
time?!
NATHAN
Wanna tal k about your M ke issue?
LElI GH

Not even a little bit.



NATHAN

(GENTLY) It all would've been easier

if you and | had just worked, huh?
LElI GH

Except you were single handedly the

wor st sexual experience of nmy life.
NATHAN

Right?! 1t's like having 'Nam

fl ashbacks. And honestly? |

couldn't find you |less attractive.

THERE' S A BEAT.

LElI GH
You nmake ne feel |ike a beauti ful
princess.

NATHAN

Wanna tal k about your cufflink issue?
LElI GH
That's so not an "issue". | was
only thinking of Maddie.
NATHAN
Sweetie, | love you, but you're
gonna have to connect the dots on
t hat one.
LElI GH
He can't just |eave stuff |ying
around like that. 1t could be Squid
Eye Redux, for God's sake.

25.
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NATHAN
Assum ng she could reach your sock
drawer and open it. Wth her super-
baby strength. And power of flight.
(BEAT) Anyway, good. | was worried
t hat you were just pushing hi maway
because you were scared you m ght
actually have a feeling for him

LElI GH
Ckay, now I want to tal k about ny
issue wth M ke.

NATHAN
My plan worked perfectly.

LElI GH
He stole ny nug!

NATHAN
He nust be shot! (BEAT) Look,
t hi nk he should nove in. He's great
wth Maddie. He could help us.

LElI GH
Nat han, we've only had her two
nont hs, and | ook what we went through
to adopt her in the first place.
W got married, we had every square
inch of our lives studied for over
a year, and we topped it all off

wth a tw week trip to China.
( MORE)



LEI GH ( CONT' D)
| can now say "where is the |ibrary?"
along with forty seven other useful
phrases in Mandarin, for God' s sake.
(BEAT) What's wong with keeping
it just the three of us for a while?
NATHAN
Okay, this right here is a | ong way
from"fine adjacent".
LElI GH
87% of a child' s enotional bonding
takes place during the first year
of her life. | want it to be with
us.
NATHAN
So, you're afraid having too nuch
| ove around the house m ght actually

hurt our chil d?

THEY OPEN THE DOOR. THERE STANDS LEI GH S MOM (LUCY, LATE

27.

60'S, SVEET LOOKI NG AND LEIGH S DAD (BOB, EARLY 60'S, LOOKS

LI KE AN AG NG FOOTBALL PLAYER) HOLDI NG A PAPER BAG

LUCY

| called here earlier and sonme man

told ne Maddie had an accident. W

cane as quickly as we coul d.
LElI GH

H, Mm Dad. (SOITO TO NATHAN)

Totally Mke's place to worry them

Very appropriate. Really.



28.

NATHAN BI TES HI'S LIP. THEY ENTER THE HOUSE
LUCY
I's the poor thing in her crib?
LEI GH NODS. LUCY CROSSES QUT.
LUCY ( CONT' D)
You know, | love that child as if
she were really yours.
BOB
W figured with all the drama, you
didn't have tine to cook, so we
brought special take out. (PROUDLY)
It's Chinese!
LElI GH
(SOTTO, TO NATHAN) What he | acks
in subtlety, he nakes up for in
ent husi asm
LUCY CROSSES I N W TH MADDI E
LUCY
Here's our little angel...
BOB
She took the slow boat right into
our hearts.
NATHAN
(SOTTO, TO LEIGH) Racist, yet oddly
t ouchi ng.
LUCY LOOKS AT MADDI E'S EYES, THEN AT NATHAN
LUCY
What did you do to ny grandbaby?!



29.

NATHAN
Are you guys hungry? |'m fam shed.
NATHAN USHERS PECPLE | NTO THE DI NI NG ROOM  HE TURNS TO LEI GH.
NATHAN ( CONT' D)
Can we go fight again? That was
way nore fun...

INT. DI NING ROOM - LATER

THE FAM LY | S DEVOURI NG THEI R TAKE QOUT.

LUCY

How | ong until the next picture?
LElI GH

Si x m nutes.
BOB

Pl ease pass the Kung Pao G nger

Chi cken, LeighLei gh. (BEAT)

"Lei ghLei gh". That woul d have been

a hell of a name for Maddie.
LElI GH

She's our child, Dad. Not a panda.
LUCY

Nat han, how is work? Any interiors

bei ng desi gned by you | ately?
NATHAN

No, still looking. Right now, ny

only work is the round the clock

care of your granddaughter.



LUCY
Yes. N cely done so far. (BEAT)
| did sone research before we cane
over and | hate to tell you, but
sonetines this eye issue is genetic.
SHE LOOKS PO NTEDLY AT NATHAN.
NATHAN
We adopted her from China. You're
cl ear on how nmy genes have not hi ng
to do with this, right?
LUCY
I think it's the stress. Babies
are very perceptive, and she knows
sonmewhere in her sweet little heart
you're not married for real.
LElI GH
Oh ny God, Mom it's been al nost
two years! We are married for real
Wiy are we still talking about it?
LUCY
Because even your child knows there's
a big, gay elephant in the room
NATHAN
Thanks, Lucy. You flatter ne..
BOB
Nat han, you own the cow, but you're

not drinking the mlKk.

30.
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NATHAN
Beautiful ly put, Bob.
BOB
You' re not sucking at the teat.
NATHAN
Conpletely got it the first tinme.
LUCY
(TOLEIGH) You ran fromevery non-
gay you ever dat ed.
LElI GH
I know! Because --
LUCY
Bef ore you bl ane us yet again:
yes, your father left, but he came
back. Every single tine.
LElI GH
W' re supposed to be tal ki ng about
Maddi e!
LUCY
W are! |I'msinply saying that
this abnormal arrangenment is causing
t he poor child di smay.
LElI GH
What "arrangenent"? A nom a dad,
and baby who all |ove each other
very nuch? For Cod's sake, we're

the definition of normal.
( MORE)



LEI GH ( CONT' D)
W couldn't be nore normal. We're
normal w apped in nore nornal
l'iberally snmothered in a fine normal
sauce, | mean we --
JUST THEN, IN THE OTHER ROOM THE DOOR OPENS. M KE ENTERS.
MKE (O S.)
Sweet heart, | know | left pretty
suddenly this norning and |I'msorry.
So, nowit's time for sone nasty
make up. ..
HE ENTERS, SEES THE PECPLE AND THE MEAL, AND STOPS COLD.
M KE ( CONT' D)
Moo shu.
EVERYONE JUST STARES AT HM
M KE ( CONT' D)
Moo shu.
NATHAN
Yup. Second tine really sold it.
LElI GH
(QUICKLY) Oh look at that! Tine
for a picture.
BOB
Lei ghLei gh, maybe her eyes are just
supposed to | ook that way.
LUCY
(TO NATHAN) O maybe it's all the

"Moo Shu" you boys are having.
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LEIGH EXITS. M KE LOOKS AT NATHAN. WHAT?!
NATHAN
After a while, you just go nunb.
BOB
She needs to sl eep on her stomach
for the night. That'll cure what
ails her.
LUCY
Yes, Bob, because everyone knows
eyes cross when you sl eep on your
back. (TO M KE, PO NTEDLY) CQut of
curiosity, what are your intentions
toward ny daughter's husband?
LEI GH ENTERS. SHE AND LUCY LOOK AT M KE EXPECTANTLY.
M KE
(LOOKS TO NATHAN) |... don't really
know how to answer that...
NATHAN LOVI NGLY TAKES M KE'S HAND. LEI GH NOTI CES.
NATHAN
W' re tal king about hi mnoving in,
actual ly.
LUCY
Oh, wonderful! And, Mke, are you
married, too?
M KE
Vell, | was, Lucy.
BOB

Bef ore you got gay?
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M KE
Yes, Bob. Before | got gay. W
had a son
BOB
And will he be living here, too?
LUCY
Yes, by all nmeans, heap it on. A
di vorced father of one can |live
w th ny daughter and her gay husband
and help themraise their newy
adopted Asian child. 1It's so Norman
Rockwel lian it just nmelts your heart.
Pl ease, tell ne there's nore..
OLI VER ENTERS, ON A M SSION. HE' S HOLDI NG UP A TI NY EYEPATCH.
QLI VER
Hey Leigh, | know how to hel p Maddi e.
Wien | was six, this fixed nmy friend
Dudl ey's lazy eye in a nonth.
BOB
(DELI GATED) Yo ho ho!
LUCY
(TO QLI VER) Who are you, exactly?
QLI VER
[''m Leigh's..
LEI GH FREEZES. LUCY STARES AT OLI VER
OLI VER ( CONT' D)
...friend. Just a friend. (BEAT)

We're friends.
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LUCY
(SMLES) Ah, good. A norsel of
hope.

LElI GH
(DRYLY) Why are you smling, Mnf
You're scaring ne...

LUCY
Because, darling, my Christnmas
newsletter is going to be the talk
of the towmn this year! (TURNS TO
OLIVER) Are you enpl oyed?

QLI VER
(CONFUSED) Yes.

LUCY
Do you |ike your nother?

QLI VER
Yes.

LUCY
Have you ever been to prison?

QLI VER

LUCY

Marry ny daughter. Marry her now.
LElI GH

Mom st op!
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LUCY
Sweet heart, your husband is in |ove
w th anot her man. That never turns
out well.
BOB
She's right, it's rare!
LUCY
Once he noves in, you'll be a third
wheel at best. (RE CLIVER) And
here's another fish, right here in
your sea! He's obviously desperately
inlove with you...
LElI GH
(TO OLIVER) You said you could do
casual !
QLI VER
(TOLEIGH) It was just a cufflink!
NATHAN
(TO LUCY) | love your daughter!
M KE
(LOUDLY) Moo shu!
EVERYONE SHUTS UP AND LOCKS AT HHM  HE LOOKS AT NATHAN.
M KE ( CONT' D)
Third tinme's really the charm
UNCOVFORTABLE SI LENCE ALL AROUND. . .
FADE TO BLACK.
END OF ACT TWO



ACT THREE
EXT. FRONT PORCH - A LITTLE WHI LE LATER

LEI GH AND NATHAN SI'T. DRI NKING WNE. A BIT SHELL SHOCKED.
LElI GH
That was exactly how | wanted ny
parents to neet ny four night stand.
NATHAN
Hey, at |least Captain Cufflink fared
far better than M ster Mo Shu.
(BEAT) How can your nom possibly
find all this abnormal ?
LElI GH
You're a big gay el ephant.
NATHAN
You're a mlky teated cow
LElI GH
Oh God, every second tonight felt
i ke decades. Nay, eons.
NATHAN
"Nay"? Really?
LElI GH
Yes, Nathan, it placates nme. (CHECKS
WATCH) We have seven m nutes and
forty seconds.
NATHAN
You wanna tal k about the M ke thing?
LElI GH

Not even a little bit.
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NATHAN
(AFTER A BEAT) | think your parents
think we're making a nockery of the
institution of marriage.
LElI GH
No one can tell me we're not nore
real than some guy on tv picking a
wife out of a line-up and bestow ng
her wwth a dam tulip.
NATHAN
| love using reality television as
a baroneter of acceptable behavior.
LElI GH
It does make us nmuch better people,
don't you think?
THEY TAKE A LONG LOOK AT EACH OTHER. TIME TO DI VE | N.
LEI GH ( CONT' D)
Have you thought about how you woul d
feel if | asked Aiver to nove in?
NATHAN
Sweetie, |I've nmet you. You don't
even want his cufflink to nove in.
LEI GH
Sal i ent point.
NATHAN
But | ook, just because you're a

conmi t ment - phobe doesn't nean |
( MORE)



NATHAN ( CONT' D)
have to be. (BEAT) Are you afraid
"Il be so distracted with M ke,
you' Il have to take care of Maddie
al one? Because that won't happen.

LElI GH
No! No, I'm.. (HONESTLY) I'm
afraid you two will take such good
care of her together that 'l just
be extra baggage.

NATHAN
(DAWNING ON HHM  You feel like I'd
be abandoning you if he lived here.

LElI GH
(DEFENSI VE) No! That's ridicul ous.
Not "abandoned". No. More
[ike..."deserted". (QU ETLY) Sone
m ght say "forsaken".

HE GENTLY TAKES HER HAND.

LEI GH ( CONT' D)
If he noves in, I"'mafraid you'l
make pancakes...with him You'l
sing our lullaby to Maddie...wth
him You'll play wth his hair on
our couch while you watch stupid
nmovies. Wth him (QU ETLY) [|'m
afraid he'll be your wfe.

THEY' RE SILENT FOR A BIT. SHE LOOKS DOMN AT HER FEET.



LEI GH ( CONT' D)

You prom se you think we're real ?

NATHAN
Look at ne.
SHE DOCES.
NATHAN ( CONT' D)
W are real. | love you as nuch as

anybody has ever | oved anybody.
LEI GH LOOKS AT HM AS VULNERABLE AS WE' VE SEEN HER
NATHAN ( CONT' D)
I love that you use words |ike
"peranbul ate" when you nean "wal k".
I love that you get stressed and
you quote fake data. You think
don't know, but | do...and 92% of
the tine | find it 100% char m ng.
SHE LAUGHS.
NATHAN ( CONT' D)
I love that you are terrified of
conm tment, and yet you nmarried ne
because you knew we'd be a good
famly. And, Leigh, I
| ove. .. possi bly nore than anything
else...|l lLove how nuch you | ove
Maddi e. (BEAT) You are ny hone.
And you always will be. No matter
who el se cones in or out of our

lives.
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LElI GH
(SLIGHT SMLE) | married a Caneron
Crowe novi e.
NATHAN
W ne nmakes ne chatty.
LElI GH
Seriously, if you were straight,
you' d have to scoop ne up and take
me right to bed after all that.
NATHAN
| still can. But then I'd just
play with your hair and tuck you

in.

THEY SM LE. THEY HAVE A MOMENT.

LElI GH
| want whatever's best for you.
Even if it's weird for me for a
while. (BEAT) You're ny hone,

t 00.

NATHAN LOOKS AT HER FOR A LONG BEAT.

NATHAN
Maybe you're right.
LElI GH
["msorry. What?
NATHAN
Maybe it should just be the three

of us here for a while.
( MORE)



NATHAN ( CONT' D)
You and Maddi e are the nost inportant
things to ne. | don't want to upset
t hat .
SHE TAKES HI S HAND.
LElI GH
Are you really okay with this?
NATHAN
' m "okay" adjacent. But the
difference between us is, | actually
mean it. (BEAT) At |east ny
boyfriend didn't try to nmake our
child a small Chinese pirate.
LEI GH LAUGHS.
| NT. NATHAN S ROOM - MOMENTS LATER

MKE IS SITTING | N BED WORKI NG ON THE LAPTOP.
NATHAN
Hi .
M KE
Hi . Sorry about making dinner with
your in-laws that nuch nore awkward.
NATHAN
Don't flatter yourself. You barely
made a dent.
M KE

(AFTER A BEAT)
( MORE)



You know, |

M KE ( CONT' D)

ski pped work and stayed

here to hel p when you were freaked

the hell out by crossed baby eyes

and t he Chi nese invasion...

I |ove that

I''m serious.

NATHAN
band.
M KE

| tried to talk you

down for a solid hour, but five

seconds of puffy-itchy-fuzzy-shrinp-

code-tal k w

Look, | don'

th her and... (BEAT)

t knowif |I fit here.

But I'd like to try, because noving

in woul d hel

p me know we're worKking

toward sonmething. So you and Leigh

can take all
[ just want

| feel.

the tinme you need, but

you to know that's how

NATHAN

| prom se you, you do fit here.

Thank you.
St upi d.
NATHAN LOOKS AT H'M

I love you,

Dunbass.

M KE
(BEAT) | love you

HE CAN' T TELL H M "NO' RI GHT NOW
NATHAN
too. (BEAT, SM LES)
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INT. LEIGH S ROOM - SI MULTANEQUS
LEI GH ENTERS TO FI ND CLI VER SI TTI NG ON THE BED

QLI VER
Can | talk to you for second?
LElI GH
"' mnot eyepatching ny baby.
QLI VER
No. | nean about us.
SHE | MVEDI ATELY GETS UNCOMFORTABLE
LElI GH
42% of all couples who discuss
serious matters before bed split
wi t hi n days.
QLI VER
(SMLES) You're making that up
LElI GH
Wh. . . Nat han?
OLI VER NODS. LEI GH SHAKES HER HEAD
LEI GH ( CONT' D)
Bast ar d.
QLI VER
Can | ask you sonet hing personal ?
SHE LOOKS VERY UNCOMFORTABLE
OLI VER ( CONT' D)
Understand, |'mjust making
conversation. |'ve got no interest
in you whatsoever for anything other

t han sex.
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HE' S KIDDI NG SHE KNOAS | T. SHE LAUGHS.
OLI VER ( CONT' D)
Why does ny cufflink scare you?
LEI GH TAKES A DEEP BREATH.
LElI GH
It's not about the cufflink. (BEAT)
It's what that cufflink could
possibly represent...like a pair of
socks...or a jacket...
QLI VER

Li ke comm t nent ?

LElI GH
Augh. | hate that word.
QLI VER
I know.
LElI GH
M ke?

OLI VER NODS. LEI GH SHAKES HER HEAD.
LEI GH ( CONT' D)
Bast ar d.
QLI VER
I''mjust gonna ask it: what happens
if, totally by accident, | start to
i ke you nore than a little?
Soneday? WAy in the future?
SHE SM LES AT HM  THEN - -



46.

LElI GH
| could be anenable to the idea.
Mayhaps. (SHE TRIES) | think...you
are...very nice.

QLI VER
(LAUGHS) Be still ny heart.

LElI GH
I"'msorry. (RAPID FIRE) Look,
you' re charmng and smart and
sexy...So very very sexy... and |I'm
trying. But yes, this is hard for
me, this...intimacy stuff. | nean,
| don't even like the word
"intimacy", because it brings up
i mges of erectile dysfunction
comercials - which is certainly
not a problem of yours, by the way -
and now |' mveering off topic which
| do all the tinme when |'m as
spectacul arly unconfortable as
obvi ously amright now, but | do
have a point and it's this: please
be patient. (BEAT) 1'IlIl try ny
damedest not to run if you try
your dammedest not to push.

HE TAKES A BEAT.
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QLI VER
Can | have ny own key to the house
now?
HE' S KI DDI NG AGAI N, SHE' S CHARMED.
LElI GH
(LAUGHS) Bastard.
QLI VER
O at least ny own drawer for ny
del i cates?
SHE LAUGHS AND THEY KI SS PASSI ONATELY.
I NT. KITCHEN - NEXT MORN NG

NATHAN | S I N THE EARLY STAGES OF MAKI NG PANCAKES, WHI LE LEI GH
I'S MAKI NG COFFEE. NATHAN IS A BI T DI STRACTED.

LElI GH
(RE COFFEE) Notice the heaping
scoops. Heaping. The secret's in
t he heap.
NATHAN NODS, AND KEEPS MAKI NG BREAKFAST.
LEI GH ( CONT' D)
Did you tell M ke?
NATHAN
How s A iver?
LElI GH
Real | y?! We're just gonna gl oss
right over it, are we?
NATHAN

Fi ne.
( MORE)



NATHAN ( CONT' D)
I couldn't tell himlast night, but
Il wll. | swear. But you... you're
trying to nudge Aiver away. (BEAT)
Nudger .
LElI GH
Not a word.
NATHAN
Wal | putterupper.
LElI GH
Actually less of a word. (BEAT)
And this time, I'"'mtrying not to
M KE ENTERS, HOLDI NG MADDI E. SHE | S WEARI NG HER PATCH.
LEI GH ( CONT' D)
It's actually kind of adorable.
M KE LI FTS MADDI E' S LI TTLE HAND.
M KE
(BABY PIRATE VO CE) Yo ho ho and a
bow of mashed peas!
NATHAN
Let's check on her eye.

HE GENTLY REMOVES HER PATCH.  SHE' S ABSOLUTELY FI NE!

LElI GH
Oh ny Cod!

NATHAN
She's perfect!

LElI GH

"' mgonna go grab the caneral
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SHE RUNS OQUT THE ROOM
MADDI E
(BABY BABBLE, TO NATHAN) Bagawapa.
NATHAN AND M KE LOOK AT EACH OTHER I N AVE.
NATHAN
She just called ne Bagawapa.
HE TAKES MADDI E. M KE LOOKS OQUT THE DOOR, THEN - -
M KE
(PANI CKED) She's gotta say it again.
NATHAN
Don't pressure her. She's only six
nmonths ol d, for God' s sake.
LEI GH STARTS TO ENTER, BUT HOLDS BACK AND LI STENS TO M KE
M KE
Leigh's the mommy. Trust ne, she
can't mss her baby's first word.
(TOMADDIE) Do it for your nomy,
sweetie. C non, Maddie. (BABY
VO CE) Bagawapa! Bagawapa!!
LElI GH ENTERS
MADDI E
Bagawapa!
M KE
(TOLEIGH) On ny God, she called
you Bagawapa!!! Isn't this amazi ng?
She tal ked for the very first tine

ever!

49.



LElI GH

(TO MADDIE) |'mso proud of you!
LEI GH LOOKS AT M KE AND SM LES WARMLY.

LEI GH ( CONT' D)
I"msorry for the, you know, coffee
muggi ng i nci dent.

M KE
Thank you. | promse I'll becone
fluent in puffy-itchy-fuzzy-shrinp-
code.

LElI GH
| have no idea what you nean by
that, but thank you.

NATHAN
(TOUCHED) "And his heart grew three
sizes that day..."

LEI GH LOOKS AT NATHAN FOR A BEAT, THEN GOES TO THE COUNTER
AND GRABS A KEY. SHE HANDS IT TO M KE

LElI GH
WIIl you please cone live with nme
and ny husband al ready?!

HE LOOKS AT HER, WALKS TO THE CABI NET, HANDS HER "HER MJG'
TAKES THE KEY FROM HER, AND SM LES. THEY HUG

OLI VER ENTERS. HE G VES LEI GH A KI SS.
QLI VER
Have you nade ne breakfast, woman?
LElI GH

Yes, | cooked a box of cereal.
( MORE)
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LEI GH ( CONT' D)
It's in the cupboard. (BEAT) Look
at Maddi e's eyes!
OLI VER DOES. HE SM LES PROUDLY.
QLI VER
| put the patch on her during the
night. 1'mjust sayin'.
M KE
(TO QLIVER) Cuess what? |'m noving
i n!
QLI VER
Nice. (BRAGA NG M cufflink?
Totally in her drawer...
LEIGH SM LES. OLIVER GOES TO TAKE HER HAND.
M KE
(SOTTO No sudden noves. ..
OLI VER SM LES AND TAKES M KE' S HAND | NSTEAD.
QLI VER
(TOMKE) You conplete ne.
NATHAN
(TO LEIGH) 1'm nmaki ng pancakes.
Are you in?
LElI GH
Al ways.
M KE
(TO QLI VER) Be warned: her cooking

is a slice of norning fresh hell
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LElI GH
(TOMKE) You, drink a steam ng
cup of shut up. (TO NATHAN) You,
just let nme stir sonething.
M KE
I'd rather eat an old fuzzy shrinp.
Hell, 1'd rather eat a squid eye.
LEI GH LOOKS AT NATHAN. THEY LAUGH.
LElI GH
Ckay, now it's kinda funny....
AS THEY GO ABOUT A "NORMAL" MORNI NG WE SLOMY. ..
FADE QOUT.

END OF SHOW
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