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TEASER

CEMETERY - NI GHT 1

XANDER, W LLOW and ANYA watch as Buffy battles a snarling
VAWMPI RE. She kicks, it punches, a pretty even fight, and
Buffy breathes hard with the exertion, just barely neeting
his attacks -- not her normal efficient fighting. WIIow
sees sonething, calls a warning:

W LLOW
Buf fy!  Anot her one!

Buffy looks just in tinme to see ANOTHER VAMPI RE cl osing in on
her fromthe side. She hesitates, looks a little frightened.

BUFFY
Xander! Anya!

Buffy punches the first vanp toward a startled Xander and
Anya. Anya hits the vanp, to little effect. Buffy funbles
wth a stake, trying to pull it fromher waistband. Finally
Wl low throws her a stake.

W LLOW
Buf fy!

Buffy catches it, but doesn't even have tinme to attack with
it. Xander catches the vanp with a solid punch that sends it
careening into Buffy -- inpaling itself on the stake. It
DUSTS. Buffy junps back, uncharacteristically startled by
the dusting. Buffy spins, on the verge of panic, ready to
face the second vanpire, but he's gone.

BUFFY
VWhere's the ot her one?

XANDER
Scanpered |like a big bunmpy bunny.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED:

ANYA
In there.

Anya indi cates a near by CRYPT.
CRYPT - N GAT 2

Buffy, WIIlow, Xander and Anya peer into the dark chanber. A
nest of FIVE VAMPIRES, in vanp-face, are huddl ed around a
dead victim drinking sloppily. Qur heroes back out
silently.

CEMETERY - N GHT 3
They emerge up the stairs fromthe crypt.

W LLOW
| don't care if it is an orgy of
death. There's still such a thing
as a napkin.

BUFFY
That was a nest.
(unsure)
| could maybe take out two...

ANYA
And we could run for help while the
ot her three suck bl ood from your
j ugul ar.

BUFFY
You're right. There's too many for
just us. You know who we need.

BEAUTI FUL HOVE - N GHT 4

A | arge hone nestled anong trees. Buffy, WIIlow, Xander and
Anya enter through a large front door

BEAUTI FUL HOVE - N GHT 5

Buf fy, Xander, WIIlow and Anya stand in an expensively-
furnished study. Oiental rug. Built-in shelves of gl eam ng
dark wood | oaded with | eather-bound books and a state-of-the-
art nedia center. A dramatic fish tank dom nates the room A
swivel chair faces away fromus, toward the tank

BUFFY
Un H? W have a problem.

( CONTI NUED)
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The chair swivels toward the group, revealing JONATHAN. He
| ooks swell in a dark turtleneck. He |ooks at them | evelly.

JONATHAN
Sounds |i ke you could use ny hel p.

END OF TEASER

OPENI NG CREDI TS
Featuring many and various shots of
Jonat han i ncl udi ng sone of these:
Jonat han pulls two crossbows up
into frane, shoots in opposite
directions. Jonathan perforns a
spell, mxing a snoking potion in
the mddle of a pentagram (if
possi ble, itens float around him)
Jonat han dances sexily with several
girls at once. Jonathan kisses a
beauti ful woman in a sw mm ng pool.
Jonat han, filnmed through fire, does
sonme sharp judo noves. Jonat han
hol ds the hand of a sick child in
the hospital. A shirtless Jonat han
cuts a single wire of a bonb whose
digital display freezes at
00: 00: 01. Jonathan sm |l es
charm ngly as he gets out of a
I i mrousi ne wearing a tuxedo.
Jonat han wites a very conplicated
formul a on a chal kboard. Jonat han
kisses a girl while dusting a
vanpi re behi nd her. Jonat han runs,
as an explosion fills the frane
behi nd hi m Jonat han wal ks at
ni ght, slightly overcranked, |ong
coat billow ng, toward canera



ACT ONE
G LES APARTMENT - N GHT 6

Pre-battle preparations. Gles is at his desk, thunbing
through tomes. WIlowis working at her |aptop conputer.
Buffy throws a few practice punches.

Jonathan is |oading a crossbow into his shoul der hol ster.

Xander and Anya are by the kitchen. Anya pours herself a
bow of Weaties. Jonathan's picture is on the box. (If we
can't get Weaties, it's a box of Super Jonathan Crunch.)
Xander practices a quick-draw with a stake.

XANDER
(to Anya)
The qui ck-draw i s about nore than
speed. It's also about pointing

the stake the right way. And,
there can be splinter issues. It's
a true test of dexterity.

ANYA
(re: mlk carton)
Can you open this?

XANDER
Nah, | tear it and it goes al
sl oshy.

He goes on practicing with the stake as:

BUFFY
Thanks for doing this, Jonathan. |
woul dn't ask, but--

JONATHAN
Hey, don't worry about it. A nest
full of vanpires, you cone get ne,

okay?

(smles)
Box full of puppies, that's nore of
a judgenent call. Ht ne.

Buffy throws a punch at Jonathan. He deflects it easily,
feints with a right, surprises her with a left. He pulls the
punch.

BUFFY
Qoof. You got nme. Very punchy.

( CONTI NUED)
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JONATHAN
Wat ch out for southpaws, Buff.
Don't let 'emsurprise you

G les closes a book

G LES
Vell, | can't find a reference to
any ritual. This sounds nore |ike,
well, like a famly neal, if you
will.

BUFFY

And they say no one eats w thout
the TV on anynore.

JONATHAN
Thanks, Rupert. Well, it's good to
know we're not wal king into the
unholy feast of sonething-or-other.

Wl ow | ooks up from her conputer

W LLOW
Jonathan, I'min. Schematics for
the crypt. Part of the origina
plan for the cenetery. Sonetines
there's a--
(di sappoi nt ed)
No back way in. Just the one

entrance.
BUFFY
(working it out)
Maybe. .. maybe we can neke that

work for us. Stake out the
entrance, maybe use a decoy, lure
"emout. ..

JONATHAN
Not bad. But | bet...

Jonat han | eans over Wl Il ow and types extrenely quickly.

JONATHAN ( CONT' D)

There. | can get in that way.
W LLOW
Really? That's crazy. | nean-- |

don't nean you're crazy--

( CONTI NUED)
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JONATHAN
(j oking)
Wat ch out you don't say it too
loud, it's ny darkest secret.
(then)
I think we have a pl an.

Wth a manly flourish, Jonathan tosses weapons to his team A
crossbow and stakes to Buffy. Stakes to the rest.

JONATHAN ( CONT' D)
Buffy, you can go in first, let
them get a |l ook at a Sl ayer. Xander
and- -

Jonat han notices Gl es' chessboard, set up with a gane in
pr ogr ess.

JONATHAN ( CONT' D)

The Ninmzow tsch Defense. Tricky
stuff, Rupert.

(noves a piece)
| think... yeah... mate in four.
Good gane.

(back on topic)
Xander, WIIlow and Anya, you back

up Buffy. [I'll be the surprise
guest. Everyone... let's go show
"em how much they cane to the wong
t own.

Jonathan leads his little arnmy out the door. G les |ooks at
his chessboard, trying to figure out where he went w ong.

CRYPT 7

The dinner party is w nding down (although everyone is stil
in vanp face). ONE VAMPIRE is still draining the dead body,
but the FOUR OTHER VAMPS sl unber on the stone floor. The
drinking one | ooks surprised when -- ZING@ -- a crossbow bolt
pi erces himthrough the heart. He DUSTS.

BUFFY

stands in the entrance hol ding her crossbow. Xander, WI I ow
and Anya are arrayed behind her.

BUFFY

Hope you saved room for being
kill ed!

( CONTI NUED)
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The other vanpires get to their feet, and start threateningly
toward Buffy. She takes a step backwards. Suddenly, a rock
| ands on the floor next to one of the vanps. He |ooks up.

THE CRYPT'S STONE CEI LI NG
crunmbl es as Jonat han crashes through, feet first.
JONATHAN

ands in a crouch on the floor amd the stone debris. He
rises to his full height. Two vanps charge at himand he
pulls two crossbows into frane and shoots out. The vanps
DUST OFF SCREEN

The two remai ni ng vanps decide to clear out. They run for

t he door. Buffy stakes one -- we cut away, and it DUSTS OFF
SCREEN. But the other one gets past her. WIIow grapples
with the other as Xander and Anya try to stake it fromthe
back. Jonathan FLIPS across the room incredibly, stil

hol ding one of his crossbows. He lands with style, brings up
t he crossbow and shoots the remaining vanp. |t DUSTS.

CEMETERY - NI GHT 8

Jonat han, | ooking i nmacul ate and unruffled, |eads his dusty
troops up the stairs out of the crypt.

JONATHAN
Buffy, you were great.
BUFFY
| et one get by nme. | could do
better.
JONATHAN
You're fine. [It's not |ike you

have to do this alone, you know.

As Jonat han reaches the top of the stairs and steps out into
the cenmetery, FLASHBULBS POP... we REVEAL a small clunp of
phot ogr aphers who take pictures of Jonathan (not the others).
They finish and scurry off. Jonathan and the others don't
react -- apparently this happens all the tine.

XANDER
We knocked ' em dead.
(realizing)
Wi ch they al ready were..

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED:

W LLOW
(hel pful l'y)
W knocked ' em deader.

ANYA
They weren't very organized. |If
they'd just all rushed at Buffy
they could' ve killed her right
awnay.

BUFFY
OCh, thanks, Anya. That's not gonna
keep nme awake all night.

JONATHAN
Vanpires only formnests to nmake
hunting easier. They're not big on
the cooperation. They like to hang
out, all creepy and alone in the
shadows. Don't you agree, Spike?

Jonat han turns his head sharply, |ooking into the shadows
right next to Buffy. SPIKE steps out. Buffy junps a little,
she hadn't realized Spike was there. Everyone backs away
from Jonat han and Spi ke who circle each other warily, their
eyes hard.

JONATHAN ( CONT' D)
What are you doi ng here?

SPI KE
| live here. And | wasn't exactly
pining for a noisy visit from
Wonder - Jonat han and his fluffy
battle kittens.

Angered, Buffy steps toward Spi ke.
BUFFY

You think that up with all the tine
you spend not being able to bite

peopl e?

JONATHAN
Careful. He's still pretty
danger ous.

SPI KE

Yeah, back off, Betty.

( CONTI NUED)
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BUFFY

It's Buffy, you big bl eached...
(can't find the right
wor d)

St upi d guy.

Buf fy backs off
know.

not quite the confrontational Slayer we

JONATHAN

You're a powerful denmon with a

bl ack heart, Spike. And the second
you're feeling bitey again, well,
let's just say before you even
sniff out your first victim you'l
be pretty indistinguishable from.
oh say... instant soup m X.

Jonat han wal ks off, |eading his group

SPI KE

(called after)
You're a bleeding idiot, you are,
Jonat han. Cuz you'll be the first
victimand you'll be stone dead
before you hit the ground!

(then, to hinself,

proudl y)

I got a black heart, | do.

TARA' S ROOM - DAY (DAY 2)

TARA and WIlow sit crosslegged on Tara's bed,
t hey cut photos out of magazi nes.

W LLOW

Next thing |I know, this crazed
vanp's |like, running right at ne.

And |

k

now if it gets past ne,

there's no telling who's in danger

next - -

TARA

Conme on, you have fun, admt it.

Li vin'

t he Scooby Ilife.
W LLOW

I was trying for a kind of stoic
bravery. But, yeah. | nean it was
W cked exciting, with the ceiling
com ng in and everything.

9
tal king while

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

W Il ow and Tara are taping the pictures onto the wall over
the bed. Fromour angle it's hard to make out the subject of
t he phot os.

TARA
(off picture)
Oh, that's a cute one.
(then)
And Buffy? She was okay?

W LLOW
She was great. Twang- poof.
(off Tara's | oo0k)
That was the sound. Crossbow,
vanpire dust. She thinks she
shoul d' ve done better, but Jonat han
was there, so it didn't matter.

TARA
| kinda neant personally. | nean,
that whole thing with Faith, that
pretty nmuch freaked nme out and |
was just sensing it froma
di st ance.

W LLOW
h. Well, yeah. | know she's not
over the thing wwth R |ley sleeping
with Faith. You know what | nean--
Faith's insides, in Buffy's
out si des, when her insides were
out .

ANGLE: THE G RLS WTH THE WALL BEHI ND THEM

For the first tinme we see that all the photos are of Jonat han
and that they forma huge coll age.

TARA
| hope they'|ll be okay.
W LLOW
I"'msure it'Il blow over. They're
probably all with the snpochies
ri ght now.
RI LEY' S ROOM - DAY (DAY 2) 10

Buffy sits on Riley's bed while he, shirtless, his side still
lightly bandaged, stands and shoots nerf basketballs.

( CONTI NUED)
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The poster on the wall of his room has been replaced with A
LAKERS POSTER FEATURI NG JONATHAN, | N UNI FORM MAKI NG AN
| MPRESSI VE SHOT.

Rl LEY
I"'mfeeling better. A |lot
stronger. | nmean, |'m no Jonat han,
but 1'm doi ng okay.

BUFFY
Are you... You're not--

Rl LEY
\What ?

BUFFY

You know, eating the Initiative's
techni col or food of strongness.

Rl LEY
No. O course not. |'d never want
to go through that again.

BUFFY
Ri ght .

Riley goes to sit on the bed next to Buffy. She stands up
and noves away. Not an obvi ous snub, just nervous fidgeting.
She picks up one of the basketballs, shoots and m sses.

BUFFY ( CONT' D)
You'd think | could do that. Quess
it takes different nuscles than,
you know, denon beheadi ng.

He stands, npbves to her.

RI LEY
You just need a few pointers.
He puts anot her basketball in her hand, stands behind her,
positions her arns. They're very close... his chest to her
back.
BUFFY
(nervous)

Now, if they made Sl aying a
conpetitive sport, that's when I'd
have a shot. There could be... you
know. .. speed staking, and, um..
figure staking...

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:  ( 2)

His tutoring turns into an enbrace... arns around her gently,
| eaning his head down to press the side of face against her
hai r.

BUFFY ( CONT' D)
Not very fair to the non-Sl ayers,

t hough, | suppose, since |'mthe
only one. O... well, not the only
one. But... Suddenly very

unconfortable with the cl oseness,
Buffy twists out of his grasp. He
grunts, grabs his injured side.

BUFFY ( CONT' D)

h! 1'msorry!
Rl LEY
No... I'm.. I'mfine. Geat.
BUFFY
... um.. You know what? | don't
think this is ny gane. |'ve
gotta... |'ve gotta go.

She exits. Riley |ooks after her, helplessly, not sure how
to fix what's wong between them

STREET - DAY (DAY 2) 11
It's later and Buffy and Jonat han wal k al ong a Sunnydal e
street. (NOTE: in this and other scenes with extras, a few
of themw ||l be wearing T-Shirts that say things |ike
"JONATHAN ON TOUR, 1997," "M PARENTS MET JONATHAN AND ALL I
GOT WAS THI' S LOUSY T-SHI RT, " " JONATHANAPALOOZA" AND "I

SURVI VED THE 5K JON- A- THON' . )

BUFFY
It's all Faith's fault. She's like
poi son. No, worse, like acid that

eats through everything. O maybe
a bonb. The point is, everything's
going great with Riley and then she
cones along and nesses it all up.

JONATHAN
Buf fy, you know what | think? |
don't think this is about you being
angry with Faith. | think you're
angry with Riley.

( CONTI NUED)
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Jonat han hol ds eye-contact with Buffy while he quickly signs
an aut ograph for a FAN.

BUFFY
Riley?
JONATHAN
Sure. | nean, it just seens to ne

i ke you have this amazi ng
connection with him And then at
t he one nonment when it matters
nost, he | ooks into your eyes and
he doesn't even see it's not you
| ooki ng back at him

BUFFY
Ch. But... but he couldn't have
known. | mean, you don't just say,

"hey, that's not your body. Get out
of that body with your hands up."

JONATHAN
| know you know that. But you have
to believe it. Buffy, if any part
of you is blamng Riley for what
happened, well then, it seens |ike
there's a part of you that kind of
needs to forgive him

Wi |l e Buffy absorbs that, a high-school -aged girl approaches
Jonat han, hol ding a book. This is KAREN. Karen never | ooks
at Buffy.

KAREN
You' re Jonat han Levinson. Ch ny
God. M nane is Karen and | think

you're... you' re wonderful. Oh ny
god.

JONATHAN
H Karen. Thank you. |[Is that ny
book...? I could...

KAREN
Yeah. Please. | didn't wanna
bother you... It's Karen with a
K.

Jonat han signs her COPY OF H S AUTOBI OGRAPHY, "OH, JONATHAN *
Buf fy and Jonat han wal k again, |eaving Karen | ooking at the
aut ogr aph.

( CONTI NUED)
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KAREN ( CONT' D)
(called after)
Thank you! So rmuch! Thanks!

JONATHAN
VWhat do you think, Buff? [If |I'm
wrong, smack ne. Karen-wth-a-K
will lend you a book and it's
pretty heavy.

Buffy smles.

BUFFY
Ckay, | ook, what if | have been
blam ng hinf? And now | want to get
past it. Wat, what if it's too
|ate? What if, after all this,
what if he doesn't want me anynore?

JONATHAN
| don't think that's true. Buffy,
this may not be the easiest thing
in the world, but you guys are
speci al together. That's worth a
little hard work.

BUFFY
Yes. |... Thank you, Jonat han.

Jonat han i s approached by another fan, a BUSTY YOUNG WOVAN i n
a lowcut top. Jonathan reaches for sonething to sign, but
she indicates she wants himto sign her chest. Jonathan is
starting to conply, when Buffy thinks of sonething.

BUFFY ( CONT' D)
Wait, | don't know howto talk to
hi m How do I, how do I make it
okay agai n?

LOW ANGLE ON: JONATHAN

Fromthis angle we can see that towering over himis a HUGE
Bl LLBOARD FEATURI NG A SM LI NG JONATHAN HOLDI NG A NI KE RUNNI NG
SHOE. No ad copy is visible, but Jonathan says, gently,
encour agi ngl y:

JONATHAN
Just do it.



15.

I NI TI ATI VE - N GAT (DAY 2) 12

Ri | ey stands next to GRAHAM anong a group of soldiers at a
briefing in the Initiative. They stand around a central
table and listen to a briefing conducted by COLONEL HAVI LAND
the unifornmed new head of the Initiative. He's a naturally
authoritative man, but he's trying his best to smle and
sound | i ke everyone's best friend.

COLONEL HAVI LAND
Looks like there's still a few of
you whom | haven't net yet. So |et
me i ntroduce nyself. M nane is
Col onel George Havil and, comrandi ng
of ficer here until such tine as the
facility-review is conpleted. Now,
this revi ew does not nean that our
primary m ssion has changed in any
way. Recovery of the hostile known
as Adamis still our first and nore
i nportant job. W' ve had setbacks,
but they've been | earning
experi ences and we're closer than
ever to fulfilling our mssion. To
this end I've asked our tactica
consul tant here to address us
today. M. Levinson...

Jonat han steps into frame for the first tine.

JONATHAN
Thank you, Col onel.

He strides to the table and unfurls a | arge ELECTRONI C DESI GN
SCHEMATI C onto it with a clean and efficient gesture.

JONATHAN ( CONT' D)
Good eveni ng, gentl enen.

Graham and Ril ey have a hushed exchange

RI LEY

Now we' || get sone action.
GRAHAM

Yeah. | don't think |I can take

many nore "l earning experiences."

JONATHAN
Men, before we can | ocate Adam we
need to understand him better.

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: JONATHAN( CONT' D)

And there's sonething that has

bot hered ne al nost fromthe start.
(pause for effect)

He doesn't eat. W have known him

to kill, but never to eat the kill.

So | pulled sone of Professor

Wal sh' s original design schematics.

And | found sonething. H's power

source is not biological at all.

Jonat han points at sonmething on the schematics.

JONATHAN ( CONT' D)
It's here. The design attenpts to
hide it, but | believe it's a small
reservoir of Uranium 235.

RI LEY
Sir? Howlong will it last?
JONATHAN
Essentially, forever. Longer than
the life-span of the planet. It
al so means that cutting off his
head is neaningless. Killing Adam

is going to involve, at the very
| east, a squad of nen with
bl omt orches and radi ation suits.

Al armed, the nen exchange | ooks. Jonathan waits to nake sure
his words have sunk in before he gets to the practical part
of his talk:

JONATHAN ( CONT' D)
But first, we have to find him The
uraniumis encased in |ead
sheeting. This'll make it hard to
track Adam even once |'ve equi pped
you all with Geiger counters. But
| think it's our best bet. Let's
tal k search quadrants. This is a
wel | -trained group and | believe in
you. Trust ne, we're just about
ready to take this guy by surprise.

JONATHAN S HOUSE - NI GHT 13
It's the beautiful home fromthe teaser. Karen, the
aut ogr aph-seeking girl, stands outside, training her

bi nocul ars through the wi ndows. She |owers them and paces,
practicing the foll ow ng:

( CONTI NUED)
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KAREN
Hell o Jonathan. | don't know if
you renenber ne-- H. It's ne
Karen. H . Sorry about comng to
your house like this--. Hello.
It's Karen. Renenber ne?

She rai ses the binocs again.

KAREN ( CONT' D)
(frustrated)
Where are you at, anyway? Are you
i ke, never at hone?

ANGLE: VI EW THROUGH THE BI NOCS

A magnified view of a window is suddenly obscured -- goes to
total bl ack.

KAREN

Lowers the binocs to see a MONSTER standing directly in front
of her. It is a hunched nightmare, supporting itself on thick
forearnms that end in claws. It's covered with clunps of thin
hai r and scabs and acne-like pustules. It also has a

di stinctive synbol on its forehead. The Mnster ROARS

END OF ACT ONE
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ACT TWO

Al4 EXT. JONATHAN S HOUSE - CONTI NUCUS ( DAY 2)
Al4

KAREN SCREAMS and stunbl es back away fromthe MONSTER It
rears up and smashes Karen agai nst the wi ndow of the house
with one of its heavy arns. She slides to the ground and it
pins her there. Terrified, she hits it with the binocul ars
and manages to scranble free. It slashes at her with a claw,
tearing her shirt and cutting her arm She runs, al nost
falls, and finally gets away.

I NI TI ATI VE - N GAT (DAY 2) 14

After the briefing, the troops have dispersed. Riley and
Jonat han, left alone, |ean against the table, talking
intently. A high-powered rifle lies on the table.

RI LEY
She's not the only one feeling that
way. | feel like | should' ve
known. | feel terrible.

Jonathan is tying a piece of cloth |oosely around his neck.

JONATHAN
She's ready to forget it. | think
you' d better be ready, too.

RI LEY
| don't know. | nean... | don't

know if she's really ever gonna
forget it. Every tinme |l try to
touch her...

JONATHAN
She' s scar ed.

Rl LEY
Scared of ne?!

Jonat han picks up the rifle and does sonething to it
casual ly. (snapping the stock into place?)

JONATHAN
More |i ke, scared of what you're
t hi nki ng about her.

RI LEY
What ? What are you tal ki ng about ?

( CONTI NUED)
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JONATHAN
She knows that Faith is...
experi enced.

Jonat han | oads the weapon.

RI LEY
What are you saying. Experienced?
Oh God. Does she think I'd..
what? That |1'd be conparing? She

knows she's the one I... | care
about .
JONATHAN
Have you | et her know that?
RI LEY
| think I -- haven't [?
Jonathan smles and pulls the cloth up over his eyes -- a
bl i ndf ol d.
JONATHAN
I"'msure you'll find a way to | et

her know.

Jonathan raises the rifle, ready to shoot. Wden to revea
three Initiative soldiers standing sone distance away, apples
bal anced on their heads.

THE BRONZE - NI GHT 15

Druns pound. A band plays on stage. WIIlow and Tara are
anong the dancing couples. Buffy, R ley, Xander and Anya
share a table. Buffy and Riley look ill at ease as Xander
and Anya squabbl e:

ANYA

| did not.
XANDER

Last night. You said "Jonathan."
ANYA

It was a noan.
XANDER

Fi ne. You npbaned "Jonat han."
ANYA

Nuh- uh. It was |i ke "aaaah."

( CONTI NUED)



20.
CONTI NUED:

XANDER
Maybe it was "aaaaanat han," stil
not fluffing up the ol' ego.

Riley |leans over toward Buffy, their words unheard by the
still-squabbling Xander and Anya. He tries to get a
conversation started:

RI LEY
They're quite a couple, aren't
t hey?
BUFFY
If it turns into a fistfight, I've
got a fifty on Anya.
RI LEY
I wonder if they'll |ast.

Alittle startled, Buffy |ooks at Riley, wondering the sane
thing about them Riley |ooks away, aware the conversation
got away fromhim Buffy decides the tinme has cone to have
t he tal k:

BUFFY
Riley... I... think...
(chi ckeni ng out)
WIllow s having a good tine.

RI LEY
Uh-huh. | haven't really tal ked
much to her friend yet.

BUFFY
Tara. She's nice.

RI LEY
Uh- huh.

Just then, the band plays a little fanfare, cutting them off.
Buffy and Riley |look relieved. Jonathan, wearing a tux,
steps into the spotlight. The place erupts in appl ause.
Grls crowd around the stage at Jonathan's feet. WIIlow and
Tara return to the table to watch. Jonathan signals to
sonmeone of fstage who tosses hima m crophone. Jonathan
catches it w thout | ooking.

JONATHAN
Good eveni ng everyone. This song
is dedicated to sone friends of
m ne.

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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A very special couple who have been
goi ng through a tough tine.

The nusic swells and Jonathan sings. (An old standard: "More
Than You Know' or "The Very Thought of You" or "You Made Me
Love You"). Buffy is surprised when Riley stands and offers
hi s hand.

Rl LEY
Pl ease. She takes it and foll ows
hi m out onto the dance fl oor.

ON THE FLOOR:

As she |ooks at Riley, all sounds fall away except for
Jonat han's voice. He opens his arns. She hesitates, then
steps into them They dance. After a while:

RI LEY (CONT' D)
Buffy, | want you to know -

BUFFY
Do we have to have the tal k? No
t al k. Mor e dance.

RI LEY
| just want to say |I'msorry and
that it's only you that I want--

BUFFY
I know. | know all of that.

Rl LEY
You do? Since when?

BUFFY
Since you put your arns around ne.

She | ays her head on his shoulder and his arns tighten around
her. It really is finally okay.

AT THE TABLE

Wl ow and Tara | ook on as the song ends:

TARA
Looks like the crisis is over.

W LLOW
Good thing. Finding new boyfriends
for her is exhausting. | don't know

if I've got another one in ne.

( CONTI NUED)
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TARA
(as the band starts up
agai n)

Oh nmy God. He's gonna do sonet hing
of f the new al bum

The band begins to play a zi ppy SWNG NUVBER. ( Sonet hi ng

i ke "Boogi e Wogi e Bugl e Boy" or "Take the A Train.")

Jonat han picks up A TRUWPET and | aunches into it with snokin'
intensity. The crowd goes crazy -- dancers are sw ngi ng and
Jonat han's horn is wailing...

CLCSE ON ANYA:
Her eyes are | ocked on Jonathan. Wthout noving:

ANYA
Xander ?

W DEN TO REVEAL: XANDER
He is simlarly transfixed.

XANDER
Yeah?

ANYA
Let's go have sex now.

Xander never takes his eyes off Jonat han.

XANDER
Yeah. Ckay.
The two of them head for the door, still |ooking at Jonat han.

They have just |left when KAREN bursts into the room her arm
bl oodi ed, her shirt torn, tears stream ng down her face. She
stunbl es toward the stage, bunping into sone patrons,
including Buffy. Buffy reaches out, tries to stop her.

BUFFY
What happened to you? Can | hel p?

But Karen pushes past Buffy, her eyes fixed on Jonat han.
Jonat han waves the band to silence. The roomfalls quiet
except for Karen's sobs. Jonathan junps down fromthe stage.
He takes her hand.

JONATHAN

(gently)
Karen? That's your nane isn't it?

| signed nmy book for you.

( CONTI NUED)
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She | ooks at himw th bl ank, hopel ess eyes.

JONATHAN ( CONT' D)
Tell nme what hurt you, Karen. |
can hel p.

JONATHAN S HOUSE - NI GHT 16

Buffy, Riley approach the place by Jonathan's house where
Karen was attacked. Jonathan (still wearing his Tux) trails
behi nd, his armaround the still-shaking Karen. Three COPS
are there when Buffy and R ley step up.

BUFFY
(to a cop)
What's going on? Wy are you here?

Jonat han and Karen arrive. The Cop ignores Buffy, turns to
Jonat han.

corP
M. Levinson. Your burglar alarm
went off at the station. One of
t he wi ndow sensors. \When we saw it
was your house | thought |'d better
come down in person..

JONATHAN
That's all right, Sergeant. | have
it under control.

corP
O course sir. dad to see you're
all right, sir.

The Cops exit and Jonathan starts exam ning the tranpl ed

ground where the broken binoculars still lie.
RI LEY
(to Karen, re: Buffy and
Jonat han)

Don't worry. These two are great.
They' Il find the thing that did

this.
KAREN
(to Buffy)
I"'mso gl ad.

Buffy smles.

( CONTI NUED)
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BUFFY
Wll, that's what | do--

KAREN
I"'mjust so glad he's here. He'l
make it okay.

Buffy tries to hide her hurt at having been snubbed twi ce in
this scene alone. Jonathan finishes his exam nation of the
site and joins them He puts a gentle hand on Karen's arm

JONATHAN
Karen, | know you're scared, but I
need to hear your description
agai n.

KAREN

It was ugly. Big ugly. Al bent
over sort of, with these huge arnms,

and, and, |ike scabs and stuff.
JONATHAN

That nust have been very

frightening. |'mso sorry you--
KAREN

On! | forgot! It had a mark.
JONATHAN

A mark?
KAREN

On its forehead. Like a synbol

Ril ey takes a pen and small notebook from his pocket and
hands it to Karen. She draws the mark. Jonathan | ooks at
it. And for the first tinme, we see Jonathan react wth

anyt hing other than perfect cool. He blinks and hesitates.
JONATHAN
Well. This is a clue.

Buffy notices the hesitation.

BUFFY
Jonat han?

Jonat han seens to recover, snapping back to his "nornmal"
self. He folds up the sketch, tucks it into his pocket.

( CONTI NUED)
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JONATHAN
I know this thing. Not a denon,
just a nonster. Not nuch nore than
an animal. Sticks to the woods,
usual Iy doesn't cone near people.

BUFFY
But it did this tine. So it m ght
again. W can patrol

JONATHAN
Actual ly, | think Karen sinply
startled it --
(to Karen, conforting)
Probably nore afraid of you than
you were of it.

(to Buffy)
"Il patrol, but you don't have to
worry about it. | can handle it on

my owmn. Now, let's see about
getting Karen a ride hone...

Hi s voice grows nore distant as we nove to:
ANGLE: EDGE OF THE SCENE

Soneone | eans casually against a tree, watching the entire
scene fromthe shadows. A denon we've never seen before.

Let's call himJAPE. He could al nost pass for human except
for his RED PUPIL-LESS EYES. He smirks at the proceedi ngs.

LI BRARY - NI GHT 17
To establish. One |ight burns deep inside the building.
LI BRARY 18

A dead and eviscerated LIBRARIAN lies on the tile floor.

Flies are heard buzzing faintly. Adamsits nearby at a table.
He has surrounded hinself with a nedia feast: open books are
piled in front of himand three conputer nonitors flicker in
front of him displaying data and pictures. He absorbs al
the informati on. PICTURES OF JONATHAN DOM NATE THE MONI TORS
JONATHAN ACCEPTI NG AWARDS, HOSTI NG GAME SHOWS, ADDRESSI NG THE
NATI ON. Jape steps into frane behi nd Adam

JAPE
Guess what? There's sonet hing new
in town.

ADAM

That's true.

( CONTI NUED)
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JAPE
Attacked a girl. Big arns, mark on
the forehead. Not the girl, the
Monster. Sounds |ike a big sack'a
ugly to ne, but these things are
notoriously relative, you know what
I mean?

Jape is absently flipping through sonme of Adam s books,
runpling and tearing the pages with what we now see are
LI TTLE HOOVES.

ADAM
It's difficult for you, isn't it?
Those awkward little hooves.
Sonetinmes it's probably so hard you
Wi sh you didn't have to go on

Jape pulls back fromthe books.

JAPE
' m okay.

Jape | ooks at the nonitors, sees the images of Jonat han.

JAPE ( CONT' D)
He was there. Jonathan

Adam | ooks directly at Jape, interested for the first tine.

ADAM

Jonathan. Tell nme. W is he?
JAPE

You're joking, right? Jonathan is

Jonat han.

(points at the nonitors)

Look.

ADAM

The filns |ie.
Adam hits a switch and the nonitors die.

ADAM ( CONT' D)
None of this is real. He has
altered the world. Things are
unreal. It's intriguing, but it's
wWr ong.

JAPE
Feel s okay to ne.

( CONTI NUED)
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Adam | ooks away again, no longer interested in Jape. He
pi cks up a book.

ADAM
You are under his spell like the
others. | may be the only one who

st ands i nmune.

JAPE
Yeah? How swell for you. So
what cha gonna do? Maybe if you
kill Jonathan it all goes back.

ADAM

Probably. But | don't feel |ike
killing himyet. He can die |ater
W th everyone el se.

(afterthought)
And Jape -- | don't think you
shoul d enpl oy sarcasmwith ne. |I've
never seen what's inside one of you
and you know how | get when |I'm
curi ous.

JONATHAN S STUDY - NI GHT 19

Jonat han, wearing an expensive silk robe, stands at his
mar bl e mant el pi ece and stares into a roaring fire.

JONATHAN S BEDROOM 20

A tasteful and plush bed. On it lounges a |ovely Swedish
woman, |INGA. She is also tasteful and plush.

I NGA
Jonat han! Are you comng to bed?
Anot her woman enters frame. 1Inga' s identical twin ILSA  She
stops flossing her teeth and also calls out:
| LSA
It's getting | ate.
JONATHAN S STUDY 21
JONATHAN

I"I'l be right there.

Jonat han slips off his silk robe and heads toward the
bedroom ON THE BACK OF H S LEFT SHOULDER WE SEE THE SAME
MARK THAT THE MONSTER HAD
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22 STREET - NI GHT 22
Buffy, WIlow and Tara are wal ki ng hone.

W LLOW
I"mglad you' re okay. Everyone in
the Bronze was pretty freaked out
after you all left.

TARA
So | guess you have to go fight
this thing, huh?

W LLOW
Al the weapons are at Gles', it
won't take | ong--

BUFFY
No go.

W LLOW

Did you just go no go?

BUFFY
Jonathan did. Said it's sone kind
of brainless beastie. He's gonna
take care of it hinself.

W LLOW
Oh.  Cool .

BUFFY
It was a little... | don't know.
For a second | thought he | ooked..
like... scared.

W LLOW

Un Buffy, this is Jonathan. You
know he doesn't get scared. You
tal ked about it when you gave him
the G ass Protector Award at the
Prom

BUFFY
Ri ght .

They reach the entrance to Tara's dorm

TARA
(indicating the path)
Un- ny exit. WIllow, |I'll see you

t onor r ow.

( CONTI NUED)
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W LLOW
Ckay.

Tara starts to wal k away. As she goes, WIIlow puts a hand on
Tara's shoulder, lets it drift down Tara's arm gives her
hand a warm squeeze before they part. WIIlow and Buffy wal k
on.

W LLOW ( CONT' D)

So. | saw you and Riley, with the
danci ng.

BUFFY
Mm It was a really great dance,

you know? For the first tinme |
felt like Faith wasn't there. Like
no one was there but us.

HALLWAY - NI GHT 23

Tara heads al one down a dark hall froma side door toward the
commons area. The hall is scary around her and the conmons
prom ses safety ahead. She hears sonethi ng behi nd her and
she wal ks faster.

But she's m sjudged the direction of the danger. The Monster
steps out fromaround a corner in front of her and she finds
herself face-to-face with it. It reaches out with one of its
massi ve forearns and swats her to the ground, face-down. It
pumels her wwth its arns, tearing at her with its claws. It
rakes a long cut across her |ower back and anot her down the
back of her leg. It looks like she's going to be torn apart.

END OF ACT TWO
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ACT THREE
HALLWAY / COVMMONS - NI GHT 24

Tara SCREAMS and resists, tearing away and scranbling down
the hall. She can see the commobns just ahead. She half-
crawls, half-runs for the commons, making it there just in
time to see a JANI TOR DI SAPPEAR UP THE STAI RS, TURNI NG OUT
THE LI GHTS AS HE GCES. She starts to yell, but the Mnster
knocks her to the floor and she gasps for breath.

TARA
(raggedly, in Latin)
Conf ound the senses and charge the
air. Mst engulfs. Mnd is
f ogged.

A burst of snoke forns around her hands. She points at the
nonster with a shaking finger and the snoke streans out to
surround it. The Monster ROARS, confused. Tara drags herself
away fromit, to a closed door |abelled "Janitorial
supplies.” She opens the door, craws in, and just manages
to close the door. Then he is at it, battering it fiercely.

CLCSET 25
A smal |l dark space. Tara huddles in the corner, injured and

frightened. Her face is bruised and she cl utches her
bl eeding leg. The Monster can still be heard POUNDI NG AT THE
DOCR.

DI SSOLVE TO

TARA' S ROOM - MORNI NG ( DAY 3) 26

The poundi ng becones an URGENT KNOCKI NG at Tara's door.
WIllow hurries to answer it. She opens it to reveal Buffy.

BUFFY
WIllow, what's going on? | got
here as fast as | coul d.

W | ow steps aside, REVEALING Tara, curled up on her own bed,
trenbling and bl oodi ed, her clothing torn.

BUFFY ( CONT' D)
Ch ny god.

Buffy and Wllow go to Tara's side. WIlow sits on the fl oor
next to the bed, and holds Tara's hand.

( CONTI NUED)
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W LLOW
(upset)
She's going to be okay, but she's
terrified.

BUFFY
What happened? What did this?

WIllowis upset, off on her own track

W LLOW
Sonmeone found her in the janitor's
cl oset about an hour ago. | think
she was there all night. All

al one.
Wllowis about to cry.

BUFFY
Tara, what did this?

TARA
(weakl y)
Big thing. Big arns. Sort of...

pi mply.

BUFFY
Pinmply? Like with pinples?

TARA
And it had a thing on it's head.
Like a Geek letter only not.

Buffy freezes. She picks up a piece of paper fromthe
ni ght stand, quickly draws the Monster's mark. She holds it
up for Tara.

BUFFY
This? Was it this?
Tara looks at it... nods. Buffy sits down on a chair -- hit
hard by the information. WIllow still sits on the floor next

to Tara, holding the injured girl's hand.

W LLOW
Buffy? Jonathan said we were safe!
Jonathan said it.

BUFFY

| guess... | guess he nade a
m st ake.

( CONTI NUED)
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W LLOW
He doesn't make m stakes. Renmenber
the SATs? He got a perfect score
and then he recreated the original
proof of Fermat's |ast theoremin
the margi ns around the answer
bubbl es!

BUFFY
(conf used)
You're right. He doesn't nake
m st akes.

SUNNYDALE STREET - DAY (DAY 3) 27

Buf fy wal ks and thinks. She doesn't even | ook at the posters
and the marquee of the Sun G nema, which is show ng "BElI NG
JONATHAN LEVI NSON. " She doesn't | ook at the health food
store with its display of "JONATHAN- SHAPED CHEWABLE

VITAM NS'. She doesn't |ook at the two kids sitting on a
bench outside the store playing with their JONATHAN ACTI ON

FI GURES.

KI D
I crush you with ny super-Jonat han
bl aster!

Then,
TI GHT ON BUFFY

As she wal ks al ong one of those rough wood wal | s that
surround construction sites. Behind her we may get glinpses
of posters, but not enough to see clearly. DEEP IN THOUGHT
Buffy passes by them She wal ks slower. Then stops.

CUT W DER

Buffy is small in the frane now and we see the whole wall.

I dentical posters stretch out in front of her and behind her
past the edges of the frame. Each one shows JONATHAN S FACE
AND THE WORDS "JONATHAN. COM " At | ast, she | ooks at them
lets herself really see them

XANDER S BASEMENT 28

Buffy faces Anya across the doorway at the base of the
outside stairs.

ANYA
Xander's not here.

( CONTI NUED)
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BUFFY
.

They stand there for a beat.

ANYA
You're not going away. Wy aren't
you goi ng away?

BUFFY
Wll, | kind of wanted to | ook at
sone of Xander's stuff...

ANYA
Oh.
(practiced and flat)
Pl ease cone in, make yourself at
honme. And so on.

Buffy enters. Anya flops down on the sofa, picks up her copy
of "Oh, Jonathan!" and reads, nouthing the words softly to
herself. Buffy wanders around the room | ooking at Xander's
coll ection of Jonathanabilia: JONATHAN COLLECTABLE CARDS. A
JONATHAN

MUSI G- CD TI TLED "JONATHAN AND BRI TNEY, TOGETHER FOR XMAS. "

A JONATHAN COM C BOCK I N A PLASTI C SLEEVE - we glinpse the
title "TARGET: JONATHAN. "

Buffy crosses to the sofa, and sits down w th Anya.
ANYA ( CONT' D)

Ch, you're still here. Um..
that's nice.

BUFFY
Can | ask you sonething? Does it
ever seem | don't know, weird to

you that Jonathan is so good at
everyt hi ng?

ANYA
He' s Jonat han.

She goes back to her book. Buffy takes the book from her,
sets it aside.

ANYA ( CONT' D)

Hey! | was just at the part where
he invents the internet!

( CONTI NUED)
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BUFFY
Anya, he fights better than | do.
And I'mthe Slayer. The Slayer --
that's supposed to nean sonet hi ng,
right?

ANYA
Gh.  Um .. buck up, you. You kil
the best. Go you. Kill kill.

BUFFY
Actual Iy, not needing the
val idation. But, thanks. It's
just... he's too perfect and... |

don't know. ..
A beat.

ANYA
So | can have ny book back- -

BUFFY
Anya, when you were a denon, you
granted wi shes, right?

ANYA
Vengeance w shes on ex-boyfriends.
I wish he was a dog, or ugly, or in
love with President MKinley or
sonet hing. Also, there was a
penile wart curse -- very popul ar.

BUFFY
But soneone could wi sh the whol e
world to be different? That's

possi bl e?

ANYA
Sure. Alternate realities. You
could have, like, a world w thout

shrinmp. O wth, you know, nothing
but shrinp. You could even nake a
freaky worl d where Jonathan's sone
kind of not- perfect nouth-breather
if that's what's bl ow ng your skirt
up tonight. Just don't ask ne to
live there.

BUFFY
.

( CONTI NUED)
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ANYA
Now. |If you'll just give ne back
my book you can be on your way
somewher e el se.

Buffy, deep in thought, shoves the book at her.

BUFFY
Her e.

G LES APARTMENT - N GHT

Buffy is | eading a Scooby-gang neeting. G es,
Wllow, R ley and Anya are there.
BUFFY
I"mjust saying it doesn't nake
sense. | nean, how did he star in

The Matrix if he never left town?
And how exactly did he graduate
fromnmed school? He's only

ei ght een years ol d!

XANDER
Ef fective time nmanagenent ?
RI LEY
I"msorry, Buffy. | just don't get

what you're trying to say.

XANDER
Yeah. \When is Jonat han gonna get
here and start the neeting, anyway?

BUFFY
This is the neeting.
W LLOW
This is the neeting?
BUFFY
Well, | wanted to kind of... see if

anyone el se thinks Jonathan's, kind
of, too perfect.

XANDER
No. He's not. He's just perfect
enough. He crushed the bones of the
Master, he blew up a big snake nmade
out of Mayor, and he coached the
U. S.

( MORE)
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Xander
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Wnen's Soccer Teamto a stunning
Wrld Cup victory. W saw him
doi ng those things!

BUFFY
But see, |I'mnot sure we can trust
our nenories. Anya, tell them
about the alternate universes.

ANYA
Oh. Okay, well, say you really
liked shrinp alot. O, we could
say that you didn't |like shrinp at
all. "Blah, I wsh there weren't
any shrinp," you say to yourself--

BUFFY
No, no. She's not saying it right.
I just think he did sonething so
he's mani pul ating the world, and

we're all, you know, |ike pawns.
ANYA
O prawns.
BUFFY
Anya! Stop that! I'mtrying to do
sonet hi ng serious here!
G LES
Buffy, I think I know what's goi ng
on. You're the Slayer. |In any

ot her situation, you'd be the
strongest. You'd be the |eader. |
think that's maybe nmaking it a
little hard for you

Buffy is alnost crying fromthe frustration.

BUFFY
You think | want to do this? |
don't want to think there's
anything wong with him 1'd be
not hi ng wi t hout hi m

She takes a deep breath, gets herself under control

BUFFY ( CONT' D)
(calmy)
Listen. The other day, | think
saw Jonat han i gnore evidence. |
think he et Tara get hurt.

( CONTI NUED)
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G LES
(concer ned)
| didn't know about this. How did
he ignore evi dence?

BUFFY
This Monster has a nark on it.
Jonat han saw it and he kind of...
bl i nked.

XANDER
He blinked. The man noistens his
eyeballs and we're having a neeting
about it.

W LLOW
Buffy, I don't think | want to know
this. |If he could do this... |
don't want to know.

BUFFY
Wllow, I"msorry. But Jonathan
knows sonet hi ng about that Monster.
He was reacting to the mark--

Wait. They wait a |long beat as she thinks. Then another.
Finally:

ANYA
How | ong do we usually wait for
t hese things?

BUFFY
| remenber sonething. Gles, do
you have a Jonat han Swi nsuit

Cal endar ?
G LES
No.
(a beat)
Yes.

He opens a drawer, pulls out the Jonathan Swi nsuit Cal endar
G LES (CONT' D)
(an expl anati on)
It has lots of roomto wite on the
days.

Buf fy pages through it.

( CONTI NUED)
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BUFFY

(qui ckly)
No. No. Ww No. There!

She stops on a revealing photograph of Jonathan in which part
of the mark on his shoulder is visible. WII|ow gasps.

They al |

W LLOW
On!

ANYA
Yeah. Pretty darn |ickable.

W LLOW
The other kind of oh. That's it.
That's what Tara drew.

RI LEY
Wiy woul d Jonat han have the sane
mark as the Monster?

XANDER
No! Look, that's a flower or, or a
nane. It mght say... Bob?

G LES

Xander, as hard as it is to accept,
Buffy may be on to sonething--

JONATHAN (O S.)
Is this a private conversation?

turn. Jonathan stands casually near the door..

JONATHAN
O can Mster July sit in?

BUFFY
(caught)
Jonat han!

W LLOW
W were, we were just...

ANYA

Buffy was just saying how you had a
Monster cut up Wllow s friend.
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BUFFY
(shy in front of Jonathan)
That's not exactly-- [It's just,
the mark. You said it was safe and

it wasn't.

Buffy sits down, allow ng Jonathan to stand where she was,
effectively taking over control of the neeting.

JONATHAN
Everyone. Buffy is right.

General disbelief.

XANDER
No!
JONATHAN
Xander, yes. |I'msorry. | do have

a history with the creature, the
Monster. The problemis, every

time | face it, my m nd becones,
sort of, confused. There's sone

kind of power it possesses.

XANDER
h! Oh! He's your Kryptonite!

Jonat han sm | es sadly.

JONATHAN
Maybe. | just know it takes all ny
energy to try to fight the
confusion. That's why | had his
mark tattooed on ny shoulder. So |
woul dn' t underesti mate hi m next
time. But it didn't work, and

people got hurt. It's terrible.
But I swear to you all, it wasn't
mal i ci ous.
RI LEY
Thi s does expl ain everything.
XANDER
I knew he woul dn't do anything on
pur pose.
W LLOW

Me too. And that whole alternate
uni verse things was just freaky.

( CONTI NUED)
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BUFFY
Yeah. .. but...

G LES
Buffy, | think you need to let this
drop. Jonathan, we owe you an

apol ogy.

BUFFY
(unconvi nced)
Yes. Sorry.

The canmera stays close on Buffy thinking as the conversation
conti nues:

ANYA
Can | see that cal endar, cause
winter and fall went by so fast...

Buf fy nmakes a deci si on.

BUFFY
Let's go after the Monster right
now. You and ne, Jonat han.

Jonat han starts to look a little strained.

JONATHAN
I"'msure it's left town by now.
That's been its pattern

BUFFY
Let's try anyway.

JONATHAN
(forced)
Sur e. Let's do that.

CEMETERY - NI GHT 30

Jonat han and Buffy are approachi ng Spi ke's crypt when he
steps out to neet them

SPI KE
Oh, | ook. Jonathan. Taking the
little sidekick out for a walk, are
we?

BUFFY
Shut up, Spi ke.

( CONTI NUED)
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SPI KE
Qoh. Sem - harsh | anguage from
Betty. You're feisty when the big
guy's standi ng besi de you.

Spi ke runs a finger down the side of Buffy's face, then runs
it caressingly across her throat.

SPI KE ( CONT' D)
Sonmeday, Sweet Slayer, 1'd love to
take you on. See you face the evil
al one for once.

Jonat han SLAPS Spi kes hand away from Buffy roughly, then
PUSHES SPI KE up against the crypt wall. Spike tw sts,
hel pl ess agai nst Jonat han's strength.

JONATHAN
That's enough creepy small talk.
We're | ooking for a nonster.

SPI KE
Wiy woul d | know about that?

JONATHAN
Every denon in this town is gunning
for you right now So | figure
you' re probably keeping pretty good
track of them Big arns. Mark on
its head. Have you seen it?

SPI KE
No. But then again, |'m probably

I yi ng.
Jonat han backs off and Spi ke rubs the back of his head.

JONATHAN
We're not getting anything out of
hi m

Buffy considers that for a nonent. Then SHE grabs Spi ke and
throws himup against the wall and holds himthere.

SPI KE
OM  What are you doing? You
aren't supposed to do that.

Buffy leans in close, speaks softly, intimately.

( CONTI NUED)



31

42.
CONTI NUED:  ( 2)

BUFFY
Spi ke, you're relying on butcher's
bl ood right now, aren't you?

SPI KE
VWhat are you sayi ng?

BUFFY
Just that the butchers in this town
respect Jonathan's reputation and
m ght do hima favor.

SPI KE
You'd cut nme off?

BUFFY

ke, if you give ne a reason
| cut you up

SPI KE
Look, | don't know much, okay?
There's sonme vanpires got kicked
out of a cave in the hills behind
Br ooksi de park. Don't know what
did the kicking out, but it was
prob'ly pretty big--

Jonat han and Buffy are al ready headed away. Spike rubs his
head agai n.

JONATHAN
(to Buffy, a little shaky)
That was very good. Very good.

G LES APARTMENT - N GHT 31
G les has the others, Xander, Riley, Anya, and WI I ow,

hel ping himw th research into the use of the Mark. They're
flipping through dusty ol d books.

RI LEY
(of f book)
These spells -- these really work?
I mean, can you really "turn your
enemes inside out." O "learn to

excrete gold coins"?

ANYA
That one's not so nuch fun.

( CONTI NUED)
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W LLOW
They work, Riley. But they take
concentration, being attuned with
the forces of the universe..

XANDER
Right. You can't just go
(reads)

“Li brum I ncendere" and expect - -

XANDER S BOOK BURSTS | NTO FLAMES. He slams it shut,
extinguishing it.

G LES
(weary)
Xander, don't speak Latin in front
of the books.

W LLOW
Quys, this is weird. |'mnot sure
we shoul d be doing this. Jonathan
trusts us. W shouldn't be
checki ng up on him

XANDER
Yeah. | feel dirty. And not in a
fun spanky way.

ANYA
It does feel wong. Hey. I|I'm
havi ng noral qualns. That's new

(deci des)

| don't like 'em

RI LEY
| don't know. Buffy seened so
sure.

G LES
You know what | think?

XANDER
| know. | know. W owe it to

Buffy to check out her suspicion

G LES
No. | think that you're right. W
owe it to Jonathan to respect the
answer he gave us. This is
[ udicrous. W can't go doubting
one of our own this way. |It's not
right.

( CONTI NUED)
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They are all closing their books. Al except WIIow, because
she's just seen:

W LLOW
(gravely)
The Mark. It's here. It's part of
an Augnentation spell. Jonathan did

an Augnentation spell.

RI LEY
(enbarrassed)
VWhat... um.. what did he have...
augnent ed?

W LLOW
Hm And how we see him This
spell turns the sorcerer into a,
into a sort of paragon. The best
of everything, everyone's ideal.
But there's a drawback.

Rl LEY
A dr awback?

XANDER
(to Riley)
That happens a | ot.

Gles is reading over WIIlow s shoul der
G LES

In order to bal ance the new force
of good, the spell has to create

t he opposing force of evil. The
wor st of everything. Everyone's
ni ght mar e.

ANYA

He created the nonster.

XANDER
So we're saying he did a spell that
just made us think he was cool ?

G LES
That seens to be the sumof it,
yes.

XANDER

That is so cool

( CONTI NUED)
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RI LEY
G les, Buffy and Jonat han are going
after this nightmare thing. Are
they going to be okay?

G LES
Well, it seens that the well-being
of this creature is linked to
Jonathan. If it dies, the spell is
broken and Jonat han reverts to
what ever he was before.

ANYA
(matter-of-fact)
Jonathan isn't going to want Buffy
to get very far.

CAVE 32

Buf fy and Jonathan enter a drippy creepy cave. They nmake
their way slowy.

BUFFY
Jonat han?

JONATHAN
Uh- huh?

BUFFY
I"'mso, I"msorry about this. |
really didn't nean to, you know,
chall enge you. I'mreally proud to

be your friend, and | don't want
that to change.

JONATHAN
I know.
(then)
I don't think it's in here.

They wal k cautiously to the edge of a deep chasm Buffy
stands near the edge, |ooks down into it.

ANGLE: ENDLESS CHASM (Cd)
BUFFY
Ww. Look at that. Fall down
there and you'd be dead for a good
long tinme.

Jonathan is sweating and licking his |ips, |ooking | ess cool
than we've ever seen him

( CONTI NUED)



46.
CONTI NUED:

JONATHAN
Yeah. Don't... don't want that to
happen.

It would be easy to push Buffy over. He reaches for her. Hs
hand cl oses around her wist. And he... pulls her gently
back away fromthe edge.

JONATHAN ( CONT' D)
Come on. W've got a Monster to fi-

Jonat han turns, to find hinself FACE-TO-FACE with the
MONSTER. It swats himto one side. Jonathan | ands hard,
knocked unconsci ous.

BUFFY

finds herself standing alone, facing the nonster.

END OF ACT THREE
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A33 INT. G LES APARTMENT - N GHT
A33

Everyone (G les, WIlow, Xander, Anya, Riley) is sitting
around, dazed and shel | shocked.

W LLOW
(trying it out)
Buffy was right. Buffy was right.

ANYA
Doesn't sound very likely, does it?

Rl LEY
So, if this is the world he
created, what's the real world
li ke?

W LLOW
I'"mscared. Everything's going to
change.

G LES
Well, actually, it should be nore
or less the sane, except that
Jonat han won't be Jonat han. Not
our Jonat han, anyway.

XANDER
No. No. No. No. Wrld wthout
sunshine! Wrld w thout joy!

RI LEY
But, wait. It only changes back if
Buffy kills this thing, right? I
mean, we could be stuck in this...
wrong world forever.

XANDER
Thi ngs | ooking up. | nean, we're
all happy here, right?
(off their | ooks)
You know, if she doesn't get
kill ed.

W LLOW

Can Buffy do it? Gles, can she do
it?

( CONTI NUED)
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G LES
| honestly don't know. She's never
stood al one agai nst that world
bef ore.

CAVE 33

As we left things. Jonathan |ies unconscious on the cave
floor. Buffy stands al one against the Monster. (NOTE: THE
CRUCI AL DYNAM C OF THI'S FI GHT IS THAT JONATHAN IS A STRONG
FI GHTER EVERY TIME THE MONSTER IS WNNI NG  JONATHAN | S VEAK
AND SCARED EVERY TIME THE MONSTER IS LOSI NG )

ANGLE: JONATHAN

Regai ni ng consci ousness. He | ooks over at:
ANGLE: BUFFY AND THE MONSTER

Buf fy kicks the Monster -- not hard enough.

It
budge. |Instead, the Mnster catches Buffy with
cl awed arm and she falls.

doesn't
a heavy

ANGLE: JONATHAN

nvi gorated by the Monster's nonentary advantage, Jonat han
I

I
flips up to his feet and hel ps Buffy to her feet.

BUFFY
(relieved)
Jonat han! | thought you were out.
| don't want to face this al one.
JONATHAN
You may have to. Listen. [|'m..

I"'msort of linked to it. Wen you
hurt the Monster, it changes ne.
I"'mgoing to | ose ny--

The Monster charges Buffy. Buffy sweeps its feet from under
it wth a kick and it falls.

BUFFY
What ? Lose your what?

ANGLE: JONATHAN YELPS AND RUNS AVAY

He's sweaty and freaked out and even his CLOTHES seem runpl ed
and ill-fitting. This guy has lost his cool.

BUFFY ( CONT' D)
Oh.
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ANGLE: THE MONSTER
Back on its feet, |ooking strong. It ROARS
ANGLE: JONATHAN

Stops running and turns around -- the Monster's strength
gives himstrength. Tailored and suave, he breaks a
stalactite off the ceiling, brandishes it |ike a sword and

| eaps back into the fight. He strikes the Monster with it.
The Monster is driven back. Triggered by the Monster's
weakness, Jonat han yel ps and drops the stalactite, then trips
over it as he tries to run away.

ANGLE: BUFFY

She takes advantage of the Monster's current state. She
nmoves in, hitting it with a flurry of punches, fighting with
i ncreasi ng confidence and style.

BUFFY
| remenber this. This is good.

The Monster fights back, hitting her hard.

ANGLE: JONATHAN

Leaps to his feet... charges into the fight once nore!
ANGLE: BUFFY

vaults over a stalagmte, slammng into the Monster and
driving it back alnost to the lip of the chasm

ANGLE: JONATHAN

Runs screaming fromthe fight again. Trenbling and scared,
he hugs hinsel f, huddl ed agai nst the wall of the cave.

ANGLE: THE MONSTER

Lands a sl ashing blow that catches Buffy across the shoul der
and throws her to the ground. SHE S DANGLI NG ON THE EDGE OF
THE CHASM ONE ARM HANG NG | NTO THE VO D. The Monster
presses down on her head with one massive clawed arm..
threatening to crush her skull.

W DER SHOT
Suddenly, JONATHAN GETS TO HI'S FEET... AND LAUNCHES HI MSELF
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I NTO A HUGE FLYI NG TACKLE. HE H TS THE MONSTER

Jonat han and the Monster are both carried over the edge,
falling into the chasm

ANGLE: BUFFY

lying on the edge, just manages to catch the hem of

Jonat han's pants-|eg between her fingers nonents before we
hear the bone-splintering crunch of the Monster hitting the
bottom of the pit.

STREET, BILLBOARD - N GHT 34

Wth a magi cal WHOOSH, and a sweeping tide of ELECTRI CAL BLUE
LIGHT, the world reverts to the Sunnydal e we know. The
billboard is swept by the line of blue fire. Now instead of
Jonat han, a smling woman hol ds the shoe.

A35 EXT. STREET, SUN ClI NEMA, NI GHT
A35

The BLUE LI GHT sweeps the marquee. "BEI NG JONATHAN LEVI NSON'
beconmes plain old "BEI NG JOHN MALKOVI CH. "

B35 EXT. STREET, WALL OF POSTERS - NI GHT
B35

The BLUE LI GHT races along the wall of posters. The endl ess
row of Jonathan faces becones an endl ess row of posters
advertising sinply "THE BRONZE. "

CAVE 35

Buffy is now standing at the edge of the chasm She hol ds
Jonat han by one ankl e and he dangles linply, head by her
feet.

JONATHAN
Un Can you put nme down now? |
get woozy. ..

CAMPUS 36
Buf fy, Xander, Anya, WIllow, R ley and Tara sit at the base
of a tree on canpus. Tara is still bruised, but |ooks

ot herwi se recovered.

W LLOW
| can't believe we believed it.

( CONTI NUED)
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Rl LEY

It seened so real
BUFFY

In that world it was real
ANYA

Alternate realities are neat.
XANDER

You know what ['l1l always renenber?
Rl LEY

Well, the swinsuit cal endar's

sticking in nmy mnd.
(off Buffy's | oo0k)
Not in a good way.

XANDER
"Il always renmenber the way he
made ne feel about nme. Valued and
respected. Sort of tingly. And
now I *mjust... enpty.

BUFFY
Poor Xander, | guess he hurt you
nost of all.

TARA
(rai sing hand)
Un ..

BUFFY
Right. After Tara, of course.

RI LEY
Did anyone else feel way too tall?
| felt way too tall...

As the others continue to talk, Buffy sees Jonat han standing
alittle distance away, loitering, trying to catch her eye.
She crosses to him

JONATHAN
I, | wasn't sure you'd cone over
People are pretty mad at ne. Their
menories are gonna fade, like a
dream but right now .. I'mreading
alittle anger.

BUFFY
Yeah.

( CONTI NUED)
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JONATHAN
See, after the... thing... with the
bell tower and the gun? | went to

sonme counselling. Oher kids with
problens. One of themhad this
spell. He wasn't very clear about
t he downsi de.

BUFFY
That woul d be the evil Mnster.

JONATHAN
He gl ossed right over that part.
Sort of munbled. Well, anyway. |

just... | just wanted to
apol ogize. | didn't nean for it
happen like that. No one was

supposed to get hurt. Maybe |
should tell Tara..

BUFFY
Jonat han, | get that you didn't
mean it, but right now, you m ght
not want to be around here. People
are kind of mad at being, you know,
the actors in your little sock
puppet theater.

JONATHAN
You weren't! You weren't socks! W
were friends. That was truel

BUFFY
Jonat han. It wasn't true.

JONATHAN
(a touch whiney)
But you said it. You said it!

BUFFY
It wasn't true. | mean, naybe |
coul d be your friend, but not that
way. You can't keep trying to nmake
everything work out all at once,
W th sone huge gesture. Things are
conplicated. They take tine and
wor k.

JONATHAN
.

He starts to go, then turns back:

( CONTI NUED)
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JONATHAN ( CONT' D)
Hey... Buffy? Before | go. You
remenber, | gave you sone advice?

BUFFY
Un .. Watch out for southpaws?

JONATHAN
No. About you and Riley. |It's
ki nda the sanme thing you just said
to nme. About things taking work.

BUFFY
I renenber.

JONATHAN
Good. Because it's true. | nean,
just cause | wasn't real, still the

advi ce was good. Wat you have is
really conplicated, but it's worth
it.

Buf fy absorbs that.

RILEY' S ROOM - NI GHT - LATER

Buffy and Riley kiss on R ley's bed.

BUFFY
I"'mglad we talked this all out.
RI LEY
Un.. we haven't talked at all.
BUFFY
Well, whatever we're doing? W're
doing it great. He kisses her

agai n.

BUFFY ( CONT' D)
Oh, Jonat han!

Riley reacts, startl ed.
FADE TO BLACK.

BUFFY (V. Q)
I was ki ddi ng.

END OF SHOW

53.

37



54.



CONTI NUED:

55.



