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BUFFY THE VAMPI RE SLAYER

" Pangs"

Season 4 - Episode 8

Jane Espenson

TEASER

WOODS - NI GHT 1

BUFFY fights KIP, a young chatty vanpire guy. As they fight
he spits out: "Slayer. Things were good before you got here.

Thi s canpus was ours. You've ruined everything." Buffy:
"And they say one person can't nake a difference." She
stakes him Job done, but Buffy seens unsatisfied... she

| ooks around, as if sensing sonething else...

From t he shadows, ANCEL wat ches, unseen.

END OF TEASER

ACT ONE

CAMPUS - DAY 2

A ground- breaki ng cerenony for the new "CULTURAL PARTNERSH P
CENTER." A dais is set up overlooking the new site. A
cerenony i s underway and the CURATOR tal ks about the great
American Melting Pot... how our culture is stronger for being
forged fromcontributions of peoples fromall over the world.
How very appropriate that the building is being dedicated so
cl ose to Thanksgi vi ng.

Buffy, WLLOWand ANYA watch the cerenony with varying
degrees of interest. Anya is preoccupi ed because XANDER i s
here in the service of his latest job: he's working

construction on the new building... they'll start work when
the cerenony is over. Anya: "Look at himin his construction
outfit. | think it's very manly. |'minmagining havi ng sex
with him"

Buffy and Wl Il ow are tal ki ng about Thanksgiving, which is
only two days away. Buffy can't wait. Sure, Mom has gone to
Aunt Pauline's, but Buffy is going to create Thanksgi ving
with her friends and she's going to get it just right... all
the little touches and rituals that bring back nenories of
how things used to be. WIllowisn't interested. Her famly
doesn't do Thanksgiving -- her nomdoesn't feel it's right to
celebrate the incipient destruction of America's indigenous
peoples. Buffy agrees that it's sad...
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she longs for the days when she thought early Anmerica was al
about nmize and sharing and Pocahontas. And that's why her
Thanksgiving is going to be so great... it wll take them al
back to an innocent tine in their lives when when that al
seened true. Buffy gets Wllowto conmt to being a part of
Buf fy' s Thanksgi vi ng.

The Curator is just winding up his speech and he steps
forward to turn over a ritual spadeful of dirt. After he's
done, Xander and two other guys step forward to do sone rea
digging. They start to dig and... BOOM .. a six-foot chunk
of earth collapses in on itself. Xander and two ot her
construction guys fall! Xander finds hinself thrown into...

OLD M SSI ON CHAMBER 3

A buried chanber. Adobe walls, a large crucifix... 1it's an
ol d Spanish mssion. Xander, a little bruised and shaken,
pi cks hinsel f up and | ooks around.

CAMPUS BY BUFFY'S DORM - NI GHT 4
Angel 1 ooks up at Buffy's lighted w ndow.
DORM HALLWAY / BUFFY AND WLLOWN S ROOM 5

The hall is busy with students | oading up and headi ng hone
for Thanksgiving. Mdterns are over and spirits are high. In
their room Buffy and WIIlow are tal king about what happened
earlier today. Xander is okay and everyone is excited about
havi ng found part of the old Santa Sol edad M ssion. Buffy
seens overly excited about it, and WIIlow detects that the
enthusiasmis forced. Buffy walks to wi ndow and | ooks out.
She admts that she's not really feeling the high spirits
that everyone else is... she can't shake this weird feeling
of m ssing sonmething that she used to have. WI | ow says she
knows what Buffy's feeling -- it's all the uncertainty about
still not know ng who these strange commandos are, and what
they had to do with Spi ke, and why he couldn't bite WII ow.
Buffy says WIllow s nmaking it way too conplicated. Buffy
knows just what she needs: turkey and trimmn's and the good
sl eepy feeling afterward when you're full of tryptophan and
the conforts of hone.

WOODS - NI GHT 6

SPI KE trudges through the woods, wapped in a tattered

bl anket, shivering and wetched. He hears sonething behind
hi m and he stunbles into a panicked run. After a beat, three
uni f ormed COMVANDCS pass through. Their faces are sneared

W t h canoufl agi ng greasepai nt, but they are unmasked and t hey
are RILEY, FORREST and GRAHAM They tal k about Spike... they
know he's nearby, that they're closing in.

( CONTI NUED)
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The hostile can't feed, it nust be getting weak. They'll get
it soon. They better, or Maggie'll be mad, and when she's
mad, there is no scarier woman on the planet than her.

XANDER S BASEMENT - MORNI NG 7

Anya stornms in, angry... Xander's supposed to be at work
right now. She went over there to watch himdig and stuff
and he wasn't there. Xander, looking terrible, is in the

m ddl e of getting dressed. He tries to explain that he's
going now. He called in sick, but the boss just called and
said two other guys did too, and he needs Xander to cone in.
Anya finally takes a good | ook at Xander. "I inflicted a |ot
of horrible diseases on nen when | was an avengi ng denon, and
you |l ook like you have all of them" As he keeps trying to
put on cl othes, she keeps pulling them back off and steering
hi m back into bed. She says she's pretty sure he's dying.
Maybe he can infect her and they'll die together. That's
romantic, right? The work creww ||l be fine w thout him

SITE OF NEW CULTURAL CENTER 8

A shot of the site of the collapse. Planks have been laid
over the collapse itself. The canera closes in on the
pl anks, under which lies...

OLD M SSI ON CHAMBER - DAY 9

Under the covering of the planks, it's dark down here. Until
an eerie glow ng vaporous masma forns. It swirls,
threatening to take sone form then seeps up through the gaps
bet ween t he pl anks, |eaving the chanber dark again.

OLD CULTURAL CENTER - DAY 10

The Curator, alone, in a dimback roomfilled wth native
Californian artifacts. He ends a phone call: "... just
hopi ng there's not going to be any construction delays... we
really need the new place...". He ends the call and starts
cataloging itens. He doesn't notice when the gl ow ng vapor
swirls into the room The vapor touches an itemon display --
it's labelled "CHUVASH STONE WEAPON, " and it |ooks like a
sharp stone chisel, a brutal instrunment for close conbat.
The weapon lifts into the air, and a HAND FORMS around it.
PAN UP the hand to REVEAL NUNASHUSH, a Chumash warrior. The
Curator turns, sees him eyes going w de. Nunashush brings

t he stone weapon up, fast and hard, stabbing the man in the
neck. He falls, dead.

END OF ACT ONE
ACT TWO
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OLD CULTURAL CENTER - NI GHT 11

Buffy and WIllow nake their way into the crinme scene, now
abandoned by the police. They talk about the nurder as Buffy
scopes out the room The victimwas mssing an ear. WIIow
specul ates: is it an ear-harvesting denon? Is it a witch who
needed a human ear for a spell? Was it a Van Gogh fi xated
suicide? Buffy cuts her off. She has noted the mssing item
fromthe display, tries to read the identifying card int he
dark: Some kind of masher? WIIlow brings the flashlight
closer... it's a Chumash weapon.

G LES APARTMENT 12

Buffy is reporting the discovery to Gles. And as |long as
she's there, she's making sure he's got everything they'l
need for Thanksgi ving. She thinks he should use the office
as the dining room not try to set up sonething in here, and

he can't make a fuss about the canned cranberry sauce -- it
just has to be that way. Gl es says maybe they should go
back to plan A, having this at Buffy's house -- he knows
they're only having it here because it will force himto do

the cleaning up. Buffy says innocently that his oven is
bigger. Gles doesn't buy it.

G les stops Buffy fromgoing into the office and setting the
table right now He says it'll be fine and he sends her off,
prom sing he'll do sone research on ear-stealing and Chumash
weaponry. Buffy exits.

Angel steps in fromthe office. Gles says it was hard not
to tell Buffy he was here. Angel says it has to be this way.
Thi ngs have changed, and they can't ever be |ike they were..
he doesn't want to rem nd her of all that. He's protecting
her fromall the old feelings... she's in danger right now
and she can't afford to be distracted. |In fact, Angel is
pretty sure Doyle's vision nust have had sonething to do with
this nurder and that it's all hooked to the old M ssion
sonmehow. Maybe sonme denon was trapped by the quake that
swal | owed the m ssion, or sonme spirit is angry that the
ground-breaking disturbed its rest. He tells Gles that he
shoul d contact Father Gabriel, a local priest. He knows al
about the Mssion history, and his great uncle was even a
friar there... he'd know about any denons associated with the
building. G les thanks Angel, but before Angel |eaves, G les
says he thinks Angel is protecting hinself frompain as nuch
as he's protecting Buffy. Angel says he's not protected from
the pain at all -- watching her |like this and not going to
her -- being a spectator just outside her life is the nost

pai nful thing he can inmagine.
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ALLEY - NI GHT 13

Spi ke peers through a dusty w ndow into a dil api dat ed
building. Inside, a small nest of vanpires is just settling
down with a dazed human victim An older vanpire is about to
bite into the quivering neck. Then he pauses and hol ds the
whi npering young nman out toward a younger vanpire, who bites
gratefully. A heart-warm ng donestic scene. Spike watches,
his breath frosting the glass of the window, a picture of
perfect m sery and | onging.

SUNNYDALE STREET - N GHT 14

Buffy and WIllow are setting out for a quick night-before-
Thanksgi vi ng shopping trip. Buffy can't find sonme last item
or ingredient... sonething to nmake it perfect... and |I'm
getting a little obsessive-conpul sive about this, aren't I,
Wllow? WIllow "Well... not conpulsive."” They talk about
the investigation... Gles wants Buffy to go talk to sone
priest, Father Gabriel -- she has an appoi ntnment with him
later tonight. (?7?)

Riley spots the girls and crosses the street to say hi.

Wl ow, seeing a good opportunity to let Buffy and Riley talk
al one, pretends she saw sonething just around the corner:
"Was that a dollar bill?" She ducks around the corner... and
SLAMS into soneone. Angel: "OM" WIllowis stunned to find
himlurking. He tells her to keep quiet and expl ai ns that
he's hel ping Buffy -- that she's in danger, but she can't
know he's here. WIIlow promses to help in any way she can.
Angel: "So... um.. who's this guy?"

Buffy invites Riley to join her and her friends for
Thanksgi vi ng di nner tonorrow night. He says he can't, that
he's heading hone to lowa to spend the holiday with his fol ks
and his brothers on the farm.. he describes the perfect
Thanksgiving. |It's great to have a hone, a place to return
to where things don't change and you're al ways wel cone.

HARMONY' S LAI R 15

Harnmony is listing for Spike all the reasons she's not
letting himconme back. He tries to seduce her into letting
himstay. But she's had it. There's no sanctuary for him
her e.

CHURCH COURTYARD - NI GHT 16
Buffy arrives to talk to Father Gabriel -- she walks into the

courtyard calling his nane. She finds the priest, dead,
hanged, dangling from an archway.

( CONTI NUED)
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Nunashush stands besi de the body, severing the ear fromthe
man with a brutal stroke of his weapon. Buffy pulls himaway
fromthe body. He holds her at bay with his stone weapon and
tells her alittle bit about his grievances... his people

i nprisoned, infected with di seases, accused of theft, killed
in battle, no nore Chumash. When he attacks Buffy, he calls
her by a Chumash word, and she fights back -- she's getting

t he upper hand when he vani shes fromher grasp... a flock of
birds takes off fromwhere he stood. Buffy stands al one and
enpt y- handed besi de the dead priest.

END OF ACT TWO
ACT THREE
G LES APARTMENT - DAY 17

Buffy, Gles, WIlow, Xander, Anya. |It's Thanksgivi ng Day
and there's lots to do -- the turkey has failed to thaw and
we' re way behind schedul e.

Al so, we have to | earn about the Chumash Indians -- there
have been two nurders and Buffy is tired of getting there too
|ate... she wants to know who the next victims gonna be
before it happens. WIlow finds an explanation for the flock
of birds -- Chumash shamans were supposed to be able to
transformthenselves into aninmals. Maybe this is the ghost
of a shaman. Buffy says she feels like it's bigger than
that... the way this guy tal ked, she feels like he's the
spirit of all the Chumash, a whole nation. Too bad things
aren't the they used to be where there were good guys and bad
guys and we were always the good guys. It was wong, but it
was si npl e.

By now we also realize now that Xander's illness is part of
the revenge... he's got a mmgical conmbo of snall pox and
mal aria and syphilis and he's not happy about it -- we're

| ooking for a cure. Xander watches a Cowboys- Redski ns gane
on TV.

In the mddle of this there's also a big disagreenent about
cooki ng technique. Thus, there are |ots of open books, sone
wWth spells, sone with recipes... hunorous m x-ups!

Suddenly, Buffy realizes sonething is mssing. She thought
she had brought her Momis centerpiece fromhone: alittle

Pl LGRI M COUPLE MADE OUT OF CORN- HUSKS, but she realizes now
she only has the little Pilgrimman. Were's the woman?
She's going hone to get it. WIllowand Gles try to stop
her... they feel that this m ght be a bigger danger than
she's anticipating (they know from Angel just how bad this
could be), but Buffy insists. She opens the door..

( CONTI NUED)
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A COYOTE fl ashes by.

Buffy turns back to tell the others about the strange dog and
when she turns back. ..

SPIKE is standing in the doorway, |ooking very nenacing.
Spike "Help ne. Let ne in." He begs themto ask himin --
he needs the invite. Conflicted, Buffy |Iooks at him.. what
shoul d she do?

G LES APARTMENT - LATER 18

Spi ke slunps on the couch in Gles' apartnent... surrounded
by the whole group, all holding stakes and braced for a
fight. W discuss what to do with him Buffy knows the
commandos were after himand she wonders if he has sone

useful info. WIIlow "The poor Native Anerican you want to
kill. But the Vanpire who tried to kill nme, himyou want to
pl ay 20 questions with!" Spi ke, seeing sone hope, plays up

how hel pful he can be. He denonstrates how he's not a threat
to themby trying to bite Gles.

Xander: "Is anyone el se concerned about the fact that | have
syphilis?"

Buffy and WI | ow have segued into a fight about the Indi an.
Buffy says it's a killer, she has to slay. WIIow says we

can't slay this spirit... we built a country on genocide, the
right thing to do CANNOT be to kill one nore. Spike says
kill and be proud -- the stronger culture won, oppression is

the road to progress. Well done! And am| crazy or is there
a wounded turkey in here, 'cause |I'msnelling sonething
good. ..

Anya | ooks up froma book -- she has found a clue to who the
next victimmght be. The first step in Chumash warfare is
contact with the opponent's |eader. The Indian is | ooking
for the |leader. Buffy: "The Dean."

It makes sense -- at least it's a place to |ook for the
Indian. Buffy sends WIIlow and Anya to go check out the
Dean's Resi dence. Xander volunteers to go along... he

doesn't like the way Spike is eyeing himlike the weak
antel ope in the herd.

G LES APARTMENT 19
As WIIlow, Xander and Anya | eave, we see the COYOTE wat chi ng.
DI SSOLVE TO
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OLD M SSI ON CHAMBER 20

Nunashush | ays weapons on the earthen floor. Bow and-arrows,
stone tools, spears. Then an incantation... glow ng m st
forms and swirls. The weapons lift into the air and WARRI ORS
formaround them |It's a GHOST ARW

END OF ACT THREE
ACT FOUR
G LES APARTMENT - N GHT 21

Buffy, Gles and Spi ke. Buffy and Gles have tied Spike to a
chair. They're not taking any chances that he m ght not be
entirely harm ess. Spi ke whines and conplains. Buffy tells
himwe'll go to the butchers in the norning, get himsone

bl ood. Soon, he can have gravy. Spike tells us his opinion
of gravy.

The dinner's getting close to done. Buffy surveys the
table... alnost perfect. The CORN-HUSK PI LGRI M MAN serves as
the centerpiece. Then... WHOOSH... an ARROWflies in through
t he wi ndow and SKEWERS THE DECORATI VE PI LGRI M

DEAN S RESI DENCE - N GHT 22

W Il ow, Xander and Anya wal k away fromthe dean's house.
There was nothing wong there, but his wife gave them pie.
They' re di scussi ng whet her they should stay and stand wat ch,
when ANGEL APPROACHES. Xander and Anya are also told not to
tell Buffy that he's here.

W | ow updates Angel on what's going on. The Indian is going
after a |l eader. Angel says that to a warrior the |leader is

the best fighter -- Buffy is the |eader. W've got to get
back there. Angel organizes a plan: he'll call Buffy and
warn her. Xander, WIlow and Anya will ride back and help

her! Angel breaks a bike rack to provide themw th nounts.
G LES APARTMENT 23

The siege is underway! Warriors surround the house and shoot
arrows and hurl spears through the wi ndows. Buffy and Gles
have taken cover behind the sofa, and they try to work their
way to Gles' weapon chest. (btw, the phone has gotten
knocked off the hook.) Spike, tied to the chair, is exposed -
- heis hit with an arrowin his arm (Watch the heart!).

Buffy and Gl es' have weapons now... they fight back with
crossbows. Buffy is hit in the shoulder with an arrow. She
breaks it off and keeps fighting.
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CAMPUS 24

Movi ng canmera shot from al ongsi de -- Xander, Anya and WI I ow
on bikes, riding as fast as they can. The cavalry is on the
way!

G LES APARTMENT 25

At a signal from Nunashush, sone of the warriors drop their
bows. A fewjunp in the Iower windows... others clinb the
building's walls, heading for upstairs w ndows...

G LES APARTMENT 26

Gles: "It's stopping. Maybe they're out of arrows." Buffy:
“"No. Here they cone."

Indians are in the roomnow. Anong themis Nunashush. Qhers
drop into the roomfromthe bal cony overhead! Nunashush
engages Buffy in hand-to-hand action, w elding his stone
weapon. Gles tries to help and is slashed across the face.

Gles falls next to Spike. Spike, trying to duck while tied
to the chair, takes another arrow in the torso.

G LES APARTMENT 27

Xander, WIIlow and Anya arrive and join the fray, entering
into conbat wwth the Indians. They are pushing their way
through the ranks, trying to get inside with Buffy. WIIow
has | ost her reluctance to fight as she swings a stone ax at
an I ndian's head.

G LES APARTMENT 28
Buffy in |l ocked in battle with Nunashush. She yells to Gles
"This guy won't die!" Gles shouts back that there nust be
sonmet hing mssing -- sonme special way to kill him Buffy

doesn't see that another VWarrior who crept up behind her,
weapon in hand, and is about to conk her on the head from
behi nd.

G LES APARTMENT 29
Angel, arriving outside, |ooks in the wi ndow and sees Buffy's
sitch. He fights a ghost warrior and takes his bow and
arrow... sights along it..

G LES APARTMENT 30

An arrow hits the Warrior and drops him Buffy, thinking
Xander saved her, "Xander, thanks!"
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G LES APARTMENT 31

Angel, standing at the wi ndow, |owers his bow and conti nues
to fight the warriors. He takes a blowto the side of the
neck that cuts him but he keeps fighting.

G LES APARTMENT 32
Buffy continues to fight Nunashush. She grabs his hand,
tries to take his weapon -- she reads the | ook on his face.
Buffy: "The weapon. |It's inportant”. She works harder to

get it away fromhim And just as she knocks the weapon from
his hand, he MORPHS into a G ANT REAL LI VE BEARI He towers

over her, seemng to fill the apartnent.

Spi ke, nowwith three arrows protruding from his body, panics
in his chair. "You nmade it a bear! Undo it!"

Buffy fights the bear! It slashes at her with its massive
claws. It roars and knocks her across the room

Buffy scranbles for the dropped Stone weapon. G les and
Xander throw potatoes at the bear, distracting it. Xander to
the bear: "You gave ne syphilis!!”

Buf fy, weapon in hand now, noves in close, within range of
t he huge paws, and plunges the weapon into the beast's heart.

It roars and col | apses onto what remains of the dinner. It
turns briefly into the Indian man, and then into the m st,
whi ch di ssipates... gone forever. Spike: "Geat. You
couldn't kill sonething that bleeds."”

There is a beat of deep regret fromour characters who have
souls. Then...

Xander: "Hey! | think ny syphilis is better!"
G LES APARTMENT 33
Angel stands alone now... the warriors have di sappeared. He

| ooks in the window, sees that Buffy is all right. He turns
and wal ks away.

G LES APARTMENT - LATER 34
Everyone lies around the trashed apartnent, exhausted,
tending their wounds -- | ooking |like a soporific post-dinner
famly. Spike is still pulling arrow fragnents fromhis

body. Gles is preparing plates of potatoes and stuffing
Anya: "So, was this normal for Thanksgi ving around here?"
Buffy is thinking about her whole Thanksgi ving mania, how it
all added up to nothing but a big guilt-inducing horror show.

( CONTI NUED)
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Xander disagrees... they had a |l ot of anticipation, a huge
fight and now they're all sleepy... it seened Iike a nornal

Thanksgiving to him Buffy perks up... she threw her first
non-fam |y Thanksgi vi ng and everyone survived. Gles
comrents that that m ght not have been the case had they
actually eaten this turkey... it's fairly raw. Spi ke perks
up, he's interested in raw turkey. There's a beat of self-
satisfaction all around, a feeling that although we may pine
for the past, what we have right nowis pretty good. Anya:
Anyway, things don't seemlike they change all that fast
around here anyway, | nean, today was just like old tines

w th Angel here and everyt hing.

Of Buffy's reaction..
END OF SHOW
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