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TEASER
FADE | N:
EXT. ALPHA ZETA MJ FRAT HOUSE - NI GHT

Al'l signs point to "wild party happening here" - |oud nusic,
bright lights, cars parked on the | awn, etc.

| NT. FRAT HOUSE - SECOND FLOOR - NI GHT

Just as wild as it appears fromoutside. A SCRAVWNY FRESHVAN
| urches through the crowd of WASTED FRAT BROS and G RLS I N
SKI MPY CLOTHES. Judging by his lack of motor skills, the
beer he's drinking nust be his fifteenth.

Scrawny Freshman continues his staggering path through the
crowd, towards the stairs. W lose himin the crush of half-
naked coeds, until...

A G RL SCREAMES.

We hear a THUD, followed by nore in rapid succession, the
crowd turning to seek the source of the noise..

Scrawny Freshman, OUT COLD at the base of the stairs. From
our second-floor vantage point, we can't tell if he's dead
or alive. Neither can the crowd, slowy giving way to panic
as we. ..

CUT TO
| NT. HALLWAY - NI GHT

Eerily silent after the clanor of the frat party. A figure
energes froma door, closes and |ocks it behind them Heads
down the hall to

EXT. JOURNALI SM ENGLI SH BUI LDI NG - NI GHT

Under the streetlight, we get a | ook at our nysterious figure -
CHARLOTTE (CHARLI E) YANG 19, with a nessenger bag sl ung

over casually hip jacket and jeans. She pauses to check her
smart phone, as a COP CAR SCREAMS PAST, lights blazing. That
gets her attention; she takes off running in pursuit.

EXT. ALPHA ZETA MJ HOUSE

Charlie races up only nonents behind the police. The
partygoers have spilled out onto the | awn, watching Scrawny
Freshman being carried out on a gurney, whispering drunkenly
anong thensel ves. She scans the crowd, searching... does
she recogni ze anyone...?



2.

Yes. JENN CAMERON, 18, cyberpunk party girl, catches sight
of Charlie and waves. The second Jenn gets her attention,
Charlie shoves through the crowm to her.

JENN
Charli e!
CHARLI E
Jenn, what's going on?
JENN
| don't know | was in the kitchen

getting a beer and sonebody screaned
and | was stuck til the cops cleared
us out.

Charlie's head whi ps around, surveying the scene -- three
police cars, two black-and-white, one blue-and-white with
BONAVENTURE UNI VERSI TY POLI CE insignia. Several COPS are
tal king with PARTYGCERS; one CAMPUS COP ( OFFI CER BROMNI NG)
hangs back by the Bonaventure U car. Bingo.

CHARLI E
Be right back

Before Jenn can react, Charlie charges across the | awn, one
hand di gging in her nessenger bag. Jenn rolls her eyes and
foll ows, flapping her hands hel plessly. She's clearly been
here, done this, nore than once.

EXT. STREET - FRAT ROW

Charlie hurries up to Oficer Browning, now clutching a snal
digital recorder. Browning eyes her suspiciously.

CHARLI E
Excuse ne... do you know what
happened?

BROWNI NG
Acci dent .

CHARLI E

What kind of accident? Wy are the
regul ar cops here if it's canpus
property? |s anyone..

Jenn stunbles up, wobbling a little in spike heels.

JENN
" msorry. ..

BROANI NG
Jenn, you know this young | ady?



Charlie scow s.

CHARLI E
| wite for the Bonaventure Wekly,
our readers are going to want...

JENN
(to Browni ng)
" mso sorry.

BROANI NG
Jenn, you see anything?

JENN
Wast ed Al phas.

BROWNI NG
(grunts)
Wy don't you and your little friend
run al ong back to the dorm

At "little friend", Charlie's eyes blaze. Jenn notices,
pl aces a hand on her arm
JENN
Let's go.
CHARLI E
But. ..
Jenn turns her away.
JENN

Come on, let's just go.

She | ooks over her shoul der, nmouths "I'msorry” to Browning,
who nods grimy. As the girls walk off, Charlie shifts from
furious silence to sputtering.

CHARLI E
Did you... did... "Little friend?!"
JENN
Br eat he. It's cool. You'll find
out |ater.
CHARLI E

What "later", sonmebody m ght be
seriously hurt!

Charlie, still walking al ongside Jenn, turns to | ook back at
the crowd, the cops, ruts in the lawn fromthe anbul ance.



CHARLI E ( CONT' D)
Whatever it is, it nmust be bad if
the town cops are invol ved.

Jenn nods silently, tugs Charlie along with her. As they
wal k on, a LARCE BLACK TOM CAR glides silently by, in the
direction of the frat house. They barely | ook up.

| NT. CAFETERI A - MORNI NG

Bright and cheerful. STUDENTS shuffling through -- sone in
pajamas -- to get their breakfast.

The table we're interested in seens nore awake than nost.
Charlie (hoodie, dark circles under eyes, bedhead) and Jenn
(geeky t-shirt and jeans) discuss |ast night's adventures
w th TASHA RHODES (20, bl ack, preppy-chic), and SARAH DYER
(19, nose ring, paint splatters on her clothes).

TASHA
Tw tter says the guy died.

CHARLI E
(shakes head)
They' d have the flags at half nmast.

SARAH
(to Tasha)
She was up til three calling and
emai | i ng everybody on canpus.

TASHA
(shrugs)
Maybe they haven't notified his next
of Kkin.

CHARLI E
Maybe. . .

We can see her mnd starting to work. She arches an eyebrow
SARAH

(off Charlie's |oo0k)
Oh, God. And she's off.

CHARLI E
(feigning i nnocence)
What ?
TASHA

You' ve got your Lois Lane | ook again.



JENN
Maybe if you'd gone to the party
with me when | asked, you'd be an
eyew t ness.

CHARLI E
| had to finish ny story, it was due
t hi s norni ng.
(beat)
Besides, if I'"mgonna go to a frat
party it's not gonna be with those
freaks.

She shoul ders her messenger bag and stands.

CHARLI E ( CONT' D)
And | have to be at the paper again
in an hour. Catch you guys |later.

The others watch her go, |eaving behind her unfinished
breakfast. Sarah reaches over and grabs one of Charlie's
pancakes with her own fork.

SARAH
Either she'll be the youngest Pulitzer
W nner in history, or she's going to
fail out of school.

Charlie's not far enough out of earshot. She tosses over
her shoul der:

CHARLI E
| heard that!

SARAH
Good!

CHARLI E

| know where you |ive, Sarah Dyer

Sarah sticks her tongue out at Charlie. Jenn throws a wadded-
up napkin at her and giggles.

We follow Charlie now, as she pulls out her cell phone and
dials. Wiits one ring... two...

CHARLI E ( CONT' D)
Hello? H, can | speak to Jake
Bennett ?

EXT. CAFETERI A - MORNI NG

Tasha, Jenn and Sarah push their way through a crowd of CREEPY
GQUYS at the cafeteria entrance. A few randomcatcalls from
the Creeps.



CREEP
Shake it, don't break it.

JENN
Screw you.

A chorus of "Ooooh"s fromthe other Creeps. Jenn turns back
to the girls and they wal k on.

JENN ( CONT' D)
Sonebody ought to do sonethi ng about

t hat .

TASHA
Let's get lunch in the grill or
sonething, I'mtired of running the
gauntlet just to eat.

JENN
If we eat in the grill, the terrorists
W n.

TASHA
Jenn.

JENN
Tasha. |'m seri ous!

Sarah puts a hand on Jenn's shoul der.

SARAH
Gill, 1:30. Be t here.

Jenn's put out but doesn't protest. The girls head off in
different directions. Meanwhile..

| NT. CAMPUS POLI CE STATI ON - MORNI NG

Charlie chats with SGI. HAMPTON, the grunpy but kind officer
on duty.

CHARLI E
You can't tell nme if the kid' s going
to be okay?

SGIr. HAMPTON
W don't have that information

CHARLI E
But he wasn't dead.

Sgt. Hanpton sighs a long-suffering sigh -- he's been through
this routine before.



SGI. HAMPTON
| can confirmthat he is alive, but...

Before he can finish, Jenn enters. He | ooks relieved.

SGT. HAMPTON ( CONT' D)
... That's all we're authorized to
say.
(to Jenn)
Jenn, could you...?

Jenn slings her backpack onto the top of a filing cabinet
and flops into her seat at the front desk, then swivels to
face Charlie.

JENN
Causi ng troubl e again?

Sgt. Hanpton nods politely to Charlie and heads back to his
of fice.

CHARLI E
He won't give ne anything. | couldn't
get anybody to talk to ne at the
frat house, either.

JENN
Call the hospital ?

CHARLI E
Nobody' s tal king, except for the
three different conversations |
overheard on the way here. Everybody
thinks he's dead. All I've got is a
nane, Brian Dani el s.

JENN
So, you're witing a story on
Schrodi nger's Frat?

Charlie cracks a sm|l e.

CHARLI E
How | ong have you been waiting to
use that one?

JENN
My genius is entirely spontaneous.

Charlie rolls her eyes, and her gaze falls on the wall clock.

CHARLI E
Crap, I'mlate!



Jenn opens her nmouth to speak, but Charlie's out the door
bef ore she can say anyt hi ng.

Jenn sits there for a beat, thinking, then reaches for her
backpack. Inside is her |aptop, which she opens -- then
gl ances over her shoul der to make sure no one's | ooking.

Al clear. She tilts her laptop to block the view of the
of fi ce desktop, where she pulls up the police departnent's
i nternal website.

A LOG N SCREEN pops up. d ancing over her shoul der again
Jenn enters the usernane "Bhanpton". For the password, she
t hinks a second, fingers idly tapping the keys, then types
in a password.

She's in! She's just about to click onto the "Reports" tab
when she hears footsteps approaching. dick! She activates
the screensaver just in tinme -- Sgt. Hanpton wal ks in.

SGT. HAMPTON
Hey Jenn, can we get sone coffee
goi ng?

JENN
Sur e t hing.

She waits to be sure he's gone before turning back to the
conput er.

EXT. JOURNALI SM ENGLI SH BUI LDI NG - MOMENTS LATER

Charlie's on her way up the steps when her phone BEEPS. She
pulls it out. There's a new nessage: "FROM JENN FER CAMERON
SUBJECT: BURN AFTER READING'. Wth a grin, Charlie heads up
the steps and inside.

FADE QUT.



ACT ONE
EXT. ALPHA ZETA MJ HOUSE - MORNI NG

Lawn strewn with trash and vomt. Police cruiser parked
outside. W PULL BACK to reveal that it's an I MAGE ON A
COWUTER SCREEN. We're in

| NT. CAMPUS NEWSPAPER OFFI CE

and Charlie's typing up her story with the headline "STUDENT
COVATOSE AFTER RUSH WEEK PARTY ACCI DENT". Lost in thought.

Enter MOLLY HOMRD, 20, the Bonaventure Wekly's preppy
princess editor in chief.

MOLLY
Just got off the phone with Dr. Kent.

CHARLI E
(not paying attention)
Hhmm

MOLLY
We're not running your story.

Charlie's head snaps up. She stares at Ml ly.

CHARLI E
What ?!

MOLLY
Qut of respect for the famly, the
school wants to keep us from feedi ng
the runmor mill.

CHARLI E
Hal f the canpus thinks he's dead.
We're setting the record strai ght!

MOLLY
This isn't the New York Tines,
Charl i e.

CHARLI E
You don't |ike anything controversial,
do you.

Mol ly's eyes narrow, and she | ooks over Charlie's shoul der
at the half-finished story on the screen.

MOLLY
Where did you get this information,
anyway ?



10.

Charlie selects-all and deletes the story before Mdlly can
read any nore, then stands.

CHARLI E
Reporters never reveal their sources.
But | shouldn't have to tell you
that, right, boss?

Charlie stal ks out of the room and...
EXT. JOURNALI SM ENGLI SH BUI LDI NG

She's so pissed off she doesn't watch where she's going..
and bunps right into BRAD FLYNN (20, slightly nerdy-cute).
He | aughs and catches her.

BRAD
VWhoa... where's the fire?

It takes a beat for her to recognize him then she rel axes a
little.

CHARLI E
You m ght've had the right idea,
quitting the paper.

BRAD
They fired ne, renenber?

He hasn't let go of her. She hasn't noticed. Sparks?
Maybe. . .

CHARLI E
Your replacenent's a piece of work.
Kills nore stories than she runs.

BRAD
(know ng)
How many of yours?

CHARLI E
As of thirty seconds ago, five.

Brad whistles, and lets go of Charlie as he sees sonething
over her shoulder. She turns, and we SEE Mol ly, chattering
away on her cell phone ahead of a crowd of students that
bursts through the doors in a wave. Brad | ooks at his watch.

BRAD
Time for Econ.

CHARLI E
Yeah, |'ve gotta..

She gestures vaguely.
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BRAD
Lat er?

CHARLI E
Lat er.

He hol ds her gaze just half a beat |onger than strictly
necessary, watches her go for another beat. He's interested.
s she? We can't tell, because she's hurrying off again,
this tinme to...

EXT. FRAT ROW

Charlie slows her pace once she arrives, strolling past the
frat houses, stopping for a nonent in front of the Al pha
Zeta Mu house. There's a FRAT BRO picking up party debris.
She can see a SHADOWt hrough the sheer white curtains of

| NT. FRAT HOUSE
JAKE BENNETT, frat president, stands near the w ndow,

supervising the Frat Bro through a small gap in the curtains
whil e he tal ks on the phone with..

| NT. TOWCAR
Dean of Students JONATHAN WALLACE. Alumus of the frat,
made obvi ous by the Al pha Zeta Mu ring he's wearing. Intercut
w th Jake.
JAKE
(twi tchy)

The kid's not gonna talk, is he?

WALLACE
He woul d have to wake up first.

JAKE
VWhat if he does?

Jake peeks through the gap in the curtains again. W SEE
Charlie across the street, wal ki ng away.

EXT. FRAT ROW

A wi nd picks up sone debris and blows it into Charlie's path.
She picks it up -- it's the front page of the Bonaventrue
Weekly, with a cover story: BONAVENTURE U NAMED SAFEST SCHOOL
| N STATE FOR TVELFTH YEAR

CHARLI E
Li ke hel | .

Scowing, Charlie crunples it up and tosses it into a nearby
recycling bin.
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The TOMN CAR fromthe night of the incident glides by.
Charlie | ooks up and sees it pull up to the curb; watches as
Dean Wal |l ace gets out and wal ks up to the frat house. (dd,
t hat .

| NT. CAFETERI A

Charlie sits in a booth with a tray of untouched food and

t he Bonaventure Wekly with the "Safest School" headli ne.
There's a table on the front listing crinmes |ike rape, nurder,
assault, robbery. The nunber listed for each crine is zero.

| NT. CAFETERI A LOBBY

Jenn and Tasha fight their way through the CREEP SQUAD CROWD.
One CGRABS JENN' S ASS, hard -- she whirls around and he throws
his armup to bl ock her.

He's too slow -- the SLAP reverberates through the | obby.

GRABBY CREEP
Hey!

Tasha | ooks on in horror as Jenn gets in Gabby Creep's face,
teeth bared, pure fury.

JENN
Next tinme | aimfor the balls!

G abby Creep lunges for Jenn. Tasha grabs Jenn's arm and
yanks her away, hurrying her towards the dining hall, amd
angry PROTESTS fromthe creeps.

TASHA
Not worth it...

Jenn turns, tries to wench free, but Tasha's grip is solid.
She pulls Jenn al ong.

| NT. CAFETERI A

Tasha and Jenn flop into the booth, Jenn still spitting fire.
CHARLI E
VWhat happened?
TASHA
The usual .
JENN

No, not usual .

Charlie | ooks from Tasha to Jenn and back again, awaiting
answers.
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TASHA
One of the guys grabbed her.

CHARLI E
(st ands)
VWhere is he?

Jenn stands, gl ad soneone has her back.

Vel |,

TASHA

Vi ol ence never sol ves anyt hi ng.
JENN

Wanna bet ?
TASHA

Jenn, it's over. You made your point.
That guy's gonna be sore all day.

JENN
He didn't grab you.

TASHA
| f you go back, it's assault, not
sel f-defense, Mss |-Wrk-At-The-
Pol i ce- Depart nent .

when she puts it THAT way...

Charlie and Jenn sit (though Jenn takes a beat | onger).

| NT. CHARLI E AND SARAH S ROOM - NI GHT

The girls have gathered to watch a cheesy B-novie. Popcorn,

soda, contraband wi ne coolers. Charlie has one eye on the
TV and one on her laptop -- she's running searches on hazi ng
at Bonaventure U
SARAH
C nmon, Charlie, you're mssing the

best part.

Charlie barely gl ances up.

JENN
VWhat are you | ooking at?

Jenn | ooks over Charlie's shoulder. On the screen is the

t ext

"BONAVENTURE UNDERGROUND' in an ol d-fashi oned newspaper -

header font.

CHARLI E
Check this out. Sonebody had an
under ground newspaper here in the
' 90s.
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SARAH
Real | y?

Tasha joins Sarah and Jenn in reading over Charlie's shoul der.
She scrolls through what appears to be a farewell editorial.

TASHA
It says it ran for a year. \Were's
the rest of it?

Charlie shrugs. Jenn reaches over her and comandeers the
| apt op.

CHARLI E
Hey!

Jenn copies the page's URL fromthe address bar, types in
"WAV ARCHI VE. ORG', then pastes the Bonaventure Underground
URL into its search. Miltiple hits conme up

JENN
Behol d.

SARAH
Cick on one.

She nakes as if she's going to click it herself, but Charlie
swat s her hand away.

CHARLI E
My conmputer. |I'mdriving.

She clicks on a link at random It leads to an edition of

t he Bonaventure Underground that contains headlines about
financial aid, the illness of a bel oved nusic professor, a
Hal | oneen costune contest, and an attenpt to organi ze a canpus
Pri de event.

SARAH
Hey! They don't even have Pride now.

TASHA
Oh, | renenber Dr. Novak. She was
nmy cousin's favorite professor.

SARAH
How is Curtis these days?

TASHA
On tour with M chael Bubl e.

JENN
You' re ki ddi ng.
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CHARLI E
(one-track m nd)
Quys, this is kind of awesone. It's
like... a real paper. And, hey,

| ook.

She points at a headline: CAMPUS CRIME RI SES FOR TH RD
STRAI GHT SEMESTER

CHARLI E ( CONT' D)
They're calling out this "safest
school in the state" crap too.

SCREAMS fromthe TV draw the girls' attention back to the
novi e, where a rubber-suit nonster is disappearing into a
swanp with a scream ng wonan over its shoul der

SARAH
Ckay. More of that later.

The girls settle back in to watch the novie. Charlie tries
to watch too, but she's distracted by the website.

MATCH CUT TGO
| NT. CLASSROOM - MORNI NG

Wi |l e DR. PARKER drones on about Watergate in the background,
Charlie surfs the Bonaventure Underground archives. Pulls
up I nstant Messenger, nessages Jenn: "U AND SARAH MEET ME @
GRI ND AFTER CLASS. "

EXT. DAILY GRI ND - DAY

A funky little coffee shop, sandw ched in between a

conveni ence store and a |aundromat in the world' s saddest
strip mall.

| NT. DAILY GRI ND

Charlie, Jenn and Sarah confer at a corner table. Tasha, in

a Daily Gind apron, brings coffee and pastries, then pulls
up a chair.

TASHA
| don't have long... got the new guy
runni ng the counter. So what's up?
CHARLI E
So, | was reading the Bonaventure

Under ground archives this norning...

SARAH
In class?



CHARLI E
(i gnores that)
Ten years ago things were just as
screwed up around here, and these
people tried to do sonet hi ng about
it. So... what if we started the
Under ground back up agai n?

TASHA
But you al ready work for the
newspaper .

CHARLI E

You' re an English major, Jenn knows
Web stuff, Sarah takes pictures..

JENN
Tasha has a point, can't you just
wite about this stuff for the real
paper ?

CHARLI E
Wen's the last tinme the paper ran
anything that didn't conme fromthe
PR of fice?

She | ooks around the table. Silence.

CHARLI E ( CONT' D)
They killed nmy story about Brian
Dani el s, and you guys saw t hat " Saf est
school in the state" article, right?

JENN

The one with all the fake crine stats?
SARAH

Fake?
JENN

Zero assaults in the past year?
got a stack of case files that say
ot herw se.

CHARLI E
| rest ny case.

Sarah's troubled by this. Still..

SARAH
| thought you needed t he newspaper
hours to keep your schol arship.

CHARLI E
Who says | can't do both?



17.

Jenn | aughs, and chokes on cappucci no foam

JENN
Mol Iy woul d have an aneurysm
Charlie grins -- she's got it all figured out.
CHARLI E

Only if | use ny real nane.

There's a CRASH fromthe counter. The girls look up to see
t he BARI STA standing in the weckage of a coffee nug.

TASHA
Duty calls. Keep ne posted, though,
this sounds cool.

She hurries off to deal with the Bari st a. Charlie | ooks at
Jenn and Sar ah.

CHARLI E
We all went through the sane freshman-
orientation stuff about, |ike, self-

defense and safety and who to report
things to, right?

Eye-rolls all around.

CHARLI E ( CONT' D)
VWat if this paper was the real safe
place to report stuff? Al the
stories that piss off the PR people
and al umi . ..

SARAH
And Mol | y.

CHARLI E
And her.

JENN
So, is this a revenge plot for Mlly
killing your story?

Charlie raises an eyebrow at her.

JENN ( CONT' D)
m down with revenge, just

Hey, |’
[l me what we're doing.

te

CHARLI E
You guys should read the archives..
the original staff even founded the
Gay/ Straight Alliance on canpus.
Back in the N neties.



Jenn and Sarah share a | ook.

CHARLI E ( CONT' D)
|"ve been trying for five years to
wite the kind of stories that m ght
make a real difference. Couldn't do
it in high school, can't do it here..
but we could do this. Real change.
Just us and a conputer.

Moved by Charlie's inpassioned m ssion statenent,
think tw ce.

SARAH
['min.

JENN
Me too. And | already know what |
want to wite about.

Of Charlie's delight, we...

END OF ACT ONE

18.

t hey don't

FADE QUT.



19.
ACT TWD
| NT. JENN AND TASHA' S ROOM
On one side, neat as a pin with well-organized el ectronic
gadgetry. On the other, cluttered with books and magazi nes
and not ebooks.

Charlie and Jenn | ounge on Jenn's bed with their | aptops.
Jenn's in her elenent; Charlie looks a little glazed.

JENN
... That way nobody can trace it back
to us.

CHARLI E

Anyt hi ng el se?

JENN
Yeah. Tether your phone to your
conputer, don't use the canmpus w -
fi.

CHARLI E
Domai n maski ng, server relays,
tethering... do | need to change
maj ors to Conputer Science?

JENN
(1 aughs)
No. Just post stories.

Tasha enters, carrying a nmassive stack of books.

TASHA
How s it com ng?

Tasha sets her books down, and Jenn turns her |aptop around
to show her. The site is already up, wth a bold "BONAVENTURE
UNDERGROUND" header in black and red.

TASHA ( CONT' D)
Ni ce.

They high-five.

CHARLI E
Now all we need are articles. Are
you still doing the harassnent story?
JENN

What do you think?

Jenn smrks. Charlie | ooks at Tasha.
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CHARLI E
What do you want to wite about,
Tash?

TASHA

| was thinking I could do sonething
about successful mnority al umi.

Like a profile or sonething. Since
|"ve never witten actual news stories

bef ore.
JENN
It's not that hard.
CHARLI E
|__E}il_(to Tasha)

| Iike that idea. Not quite up-to-
t he-m nut e breaki ng news but not
sonething we see in the real paper
ei t her.

Tasha sm |l es and reaches for a notebook.

TASHA

"1l have somet hi ng done tonorrow.
CHARLI E

Great. Jenn, give 'em hell

(st ands)

| need to go work on the introduction

post .
JENN

What are you going to wite about
Brian Dani el s?

CHARLI E
(sighs)
Just an update -- still in a comma,
no expl anation, no changes.

| NT. CHARLI E AND SARAEH S ROOM

Charlie enters through the connecting door (via the shared
bat hroon) and fl ops onto her bed with her | aptop.

She sits there staring at a bl ank docunent for a nonent,
then turns on sonme nusic -- loud alternative rock -- and
begins to type.

| NT. DAILY GRIND

As the song plays over, Jenn and Tasha scri bbl e/type and
talk over their stories.
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In the background, the Barista drops a plate of cookies.
Tasha turns to yell at himbut turns right back to her story.

| NT. CAFETERI A

(Song still playing) Sarah sits across from Charlie, and
Charlie passes over her laptop for Sarah read the article
she's been witing.

| NT. CHARLI E AND SARAH S ROOM - MJCH LATER

(Song ends) Al four girls have assenbled around Charlie's
| aptop -- with her smartphone attached to it, per Jenn's
earlier instructions. They all have contraband w ne cool ers.

CHARLI E
Her e goes.

Wth nmuch cerenony, she hits PUBLISH, and there we have it:
the first issue of the Bonaventure Underground is |ive.

CHARLI E ( CONT' D)
Here's to the fourth estate.

Jenn commandeers the |aptop while the others clink bottles
and dri nk.

SARAH

To stirring up trouble.
JENN

Uh... huh...
TASHA

Jenn, what are you doi ng?

JENN
Adverti sing.

Surprised, the others watch over her shoulder. She's in the
Bonavent ure Underground email account. She selects " CAWVPUS"
fromthe address book and types a subject line: "GO
UNDERGROUND'. Pastes the site link into the email

CHARLI E
Jenn got us every student email on
canpus.

SARAH

How do you do that, there are |ike
five thousand students.

Jenn just grins and hits SEND
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Al the girls' phones chinme with new nessages. Tasha picks

hers up -- yep, it's Jenn's email.
JENN
Now we just sit back and wait. I1t'll

probably take a couple days to get
much of a reaction

€« EXT. DORM - NEXT DAY

W see a HAND posting a brightly-colored sign on the door:
"NO LO TERI NG AROUND CAFETERI A" with the canpus police seal
and further details bel ow

A beat later, the door swings open to reveal our four girls.
The bright paper catches their attention and they stop to
| ook at the sign.

TASHA
Jenn, did you do this?
JENN
Me? | haven't been at the station
si nce yest erday.
SARAH
Did you report your... incident?
JENN

Wasn't arrestworthy.

TASHA
Did you enail anybody there?

JENN
No, just students.

SARAH
How | ong since the article went up?

All three girls turn to Charlie. She's grinning, about to
burst wth pride and triunph.

CHARLI E
Less than twel ve hours.

EXT. CAMPUS - DAY

The girls go their separate ways. W follow Sarah down the
street to

EXT. ART BUI LDI NG - DAY

She sl ows as she passes by a cluster of other ART STUDENTS
standi ng around out si de, snoki ng.
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STUDENT #1
It's not like the real paper's worth
a crap.

STUDENT #2
It's the internet, | give it a week.
Maybe two.

| NT. CAFETERI A - DAY

Charlie stands in line in the cafeteria, trying (and failing)
to be inconspi cuous about eavesdropping on the girls behind
her .

G RL #1
Everybody was sayi ng he died.
G RL #2
| know, apparently he still hasn't

woken up yet. Scary.
EXT. STUDENT UNI ON - DAY

Tasha sits on the patio with a coffee and her poetry notebook.
A group of GUYS AND G RLS nearby are having a heated
di scussi on.

QY

| never grabbed anybody.
G RL

Nobody said you did.
QY

| can't hang out at the cafeteria
because sonme douche grabbed a girl's
butt?

GUY #2
Quilt by association, |oser.

| NT. CAMPUS POLI CE STATI ON - DAY

Jenn wal ks in and flops into her seat, backpack thuddi ng
onto the desk. Sgt. Hanpton energes fromthe back.

SGI. HAMPTON
Jenn.

JENN
Ser geant.

She attenpts to sit up straighter
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SGI. HAMPTON
You seen this underground paper thing?

She avoids his gaze, rummagi ng in her backpack.

JENN
Yeah, | heard peopl e tal king about
it this norning.

SGT. HAMPTON
Mol Iy Howard cal |l ed, thinks sonmebody
stole information fromthe newspaper
of fice.

Jenn | ooks up, genuinely puzzl ed.

JENN
Did they?

SGI. HAMPTON
No signs of a break-in. But let ne
know i f your friend Charlie says

anyt hing, | know she pretty nuch
lives there.

JENN
W1l do.

She salutes. He smles in spite of hinself and turns to go
back to his office, then stops.

SGI. HAMPTON
These... perverts at the cafeteria,
t hey ever give you any trouble?

JENN
(smrks)
They don't bother ne.

| NT. CLASSROOM - DAY

Dr. Parker's class. Notes about Watergate on the board.
Charlie's paying attention this tine.

DR. PARKER
| assune you all have heard about
t he Bonavent ure Under ground?

Murmurs of recognition fromthe class. Charlie remains still.
DR. PARKER ( CONT' D)

I n your journalistic opinions..
what do you thi nk?
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DUDE #1
| think it's awesone.

PROFESSOR
Care to el aborate on that?

Bef ore DUDE can respond:

PREPPY d RL
Whoever wrote that article about the
cafeteria is a whiny fem -nazi dyke.

Charlie's head whi ps around. She gl ares, about to expl ode.
Dr. Parker notices Charlie's response.

DR. PARKER
Ms. Yang, is sonething wong?

Busted, Charlie puts on the fakest of smles.

CHARLI E
Sonet hi ng ot her than ranpant
honophobi a?

She gl ares daggers at Preppy Grl.

Behind Preppy Grl, in Charlie's sight line, is Brad. He
mouths "idiot", jerking his thunb towards Preppy Grl.

Charlie raises an eyebrow at him tries to stifle a smle.
EXT. CAMPUS - DAY
Sarah and Charlie wal k back to the dorm

SARAH
Hey, | had nothing to do with the
cafeteria article.

That makes Charlie smle. Sarah el bows her, grinning.

SARAH ( CONT' D)
Still have your sense of hunor. You
m ght not be too far gone.

CHARLI E
| wanted to shove ny backpack down
that girl's throat.

SARAH
It sounds |like the guys in your class
like it, at |east.

( MORE)
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SARAH ( CONT' D)
And that sidebar on the front page
about Brian Daniels was a great idea,
the runor mll was getting ugly.

Charlie grunts, noncommttal. Brooding.
| NT. CHARLI E AND SARAH S ROOM - NI GHT

Charlie reads through the ol d Bonaventure Underground archives
sonme nore. Sarah sits on the floor, working on a |large
dr awi ng.

Si ghi ng heavily, Sarah drops her pencil.

SARAH
That's it. | amall drawn out.

CHARLI E
(not | ooki ng up)
Wen's it due?

SARAH
Not til Monday. Cone on, let's go
sonewher e

CHARLI E
No t hanks.

Sarah goes over to Charlie and tugs on her sl eeve.

SARAH
Quit staring at that conputer and be
a person for a change.

Charlie | ooks up, eyebrow raised.

CHARLI E
| am a person who's working.

Sarah takes her by the armand practically hauls Charlie to
her feet.

SARAH
You can stop for ten mnutes. Cone
on, |'m bored.

She hustles Charlie out the door.

| NT. DAILY GRIND - N GHT

As Charlie and Sarah enter, Tasha hands a cup of coffee to
Dean Wallace. He drops atip in the jar and | eaves, wal king

right past the girls - Charlie watches himleave as they
head for the counter.
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CHARLI E
VWho was that?
TASHA
Dean Wl | ace. Dean of Students.
CHARLI E
Huh.
SARAH
VWhat ?
CHARLI E

| saw himthe day after that party.
He was going to the frat house.

Sarah rolls her eyes.

SARAH
Quit looking for nysteries. |If he's
t he Dean of Students, he probably
went to see if he could help, you
know, representing the school or
sonet hi ng.

Charlie remains unconvinced, but there's no use pressing the
i ssue.

CHARLI E
So... caffeine?

I NT. CHARLIE AND SARAH S ROOM - LATE NI GHT

Sarah's fast asleep. Charlie lies half-awake, |lit only by
her | aptop, which is open to the Bonaventure Underground
archives again. She dozes off with the conputer still on

I NT. CHARLI E AND SARAHE' S ROOM - EARLY MORNI NG

A new email alert pops up on Charlie's |aptop, startling her
awake.

She rubs her eyes, and | ooks blearily at the screen. The
emai | account that pinged is the paper's. She clicks READ.

The emai| pops up: FROM ERI C W NSTON SUBJECT: FRAT PARTY.

Charlie |l ooks at the nane for a nonent, with no recognition,
then scrolls down to the nmessage: BE CAREFUL, YOU DON T KNOW
VWHAT YOU RE CGETTI NG | NTO.

Her eyes widen. She reads it a second time. Looks over at
Sarah - who's still asleep - and starts to nove as if to get
up and go over to Sarah's bed, then thinks better of it.
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CHARLI E
W nston. ..

Sei zed by a sudden inspiration, she clicks out of email and
over to her browser. Scrolls down through the Bonaventure
Under gr ound page she fell asleep reading the night before.
Aha, there it is: Eric Wnston's byline.

Unnoticed by Charlie, Sarah stirs, opens one eye.

SARAH

VWhat are you doing up so early?
CHARLI E

Hhmm
SARAH

VWhatever it is, can you do it quieter?

She rolls over, pulling the covers entirely over her head.
I gnoring Sarah, Charlie pulls up the email again and hits
REPLY.

| NT. CLASSROOM - DAY

Anmerican History. Notes on the board about the War of 1812.
Charlie's entirely oblivious to the professor, though; she's
in the back corner with her |aptop, refreshing her emai
obsessi vel y.

Finally: new nessage fromEric Wnston "RE: FRAT PARTY".
She opens it. Above the text she had sent him- "WHAT DO
YOU MEAN?" - he has replied "DON T WANT TO SAY OVER EMAI L. "

There's only one answer to that, and Charlie has it. "MEET
AT 5TH STREET COFFEE HOUSE 6:30?" Cicks SEND

| NT. COFFEE SHOP - DAY

Not a coll ege hangout, and not very busy. Charlie sits at a
back corner table with ERIC WNSTON - hipster-hot, |ate 20s.

CHARLI E
They didn't give you a reason for
shutting you down?

ERI C
Well, they did, but they said it was
sonet hi ng about violating the rules
in the student handbook.

Charlie nearly chokes on her coffee.



CHARLI E
Under ground papers are in the student
handbook?

ERI C
(smrks)
Knowi ng them they put it in
aft erwar ds.

He takes a sip of his coffee.
ERI C ( CONT' D)

They just didn't like that we were
aski ng questions about Joseph Ml ler.

CHARLI E
The one who di sappeared?
ERI C
(nods)
Sonmet hing wasn't right there. Wth
the admnistration, | nmean. O course
we didn't put that in the article..
CHARLI E
Yeah, | read it.
He | ooks pl eased.
ERI C

The way everybody acted about it was
weird. Like they didn't want him
f ound. I

And on that note of dread, we...

END OF ACT TWO
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FADE QUT.



ACT THREE

| NT. CAFETERI A - N GHT

The cafeteria' s al nost deserted.
stayed so late the janitorial staff is cleaning up.
no ot her students being around,
tal king as quietly as possible.

t abl e,

CHARLI E
This kid disappears, right, and he's
presunmed dead since it's been |ike
years, and it's Al pha Zeta Miu covering
t hi ngs up agai n.

SARAH
Why didn't you tell us about this
Eric Wnston person?

JENN
(to herself)
| shoul d've checked the site emil,
| woul d've seen it.

CHARLI E
Are you hearing nme? W're talking
about dead students.

SARAH
Who says the kid' s dead?

CHARLI E
Right, maybe he's only in a coma

TASHA
How do you know your, um i nformant
isn't going to bl ow our cover?

Charlie throws up her hands in frustration.

CHARLI E
Wiy woul d he? He's been out of school
for practically ever and it's not
i ke he has any ties here.

TASHA
You never know.

CHARLI E
| went by nyself so he wouldn't know
who el se is working on the paper! |
was trying to protect you guys.

30.

Charlie and conpany have

Despite

t hey huddl e around their
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SARAH
You coul d've at |l east told us about
it.

JENN
Sar's right. He could' ve been a
psycho.

CHARLI E

(rolls eyes)
He is not a psycho. Now, these frat

guys. ..
EXT. CAFETERI A - NI GHT

Nearly deserted... nobody loitering around the entrances.
Just a student or two com ng or going, and the Bonaventure
Under ground crew. They survey their surroundi ngs.

SARAH
Kind of weird to not have the Creep
Squad hangi ng out.

TASHA
Kind of awesone, you nean.

CHARLI E
See, this is why we need to
i nvestigate the hazing story. |nmagine
t he good we could do. Maybe we could
keep the same thing from happening
to Brian Daniels.

JENN
He's in the hospital, | don't think
anything wll happen to himthere.

A police car cruises silently by. The girls watch it out of
si ght .

SARAH
You know, | don't knowif it's such
a good thing that the cops are
wat chi ng us.

TASHA
They' re not watching us, though,
just the paper. W' re anonynous.
Ri ght ?

She directs this at Jenn, who | ooks thoughtful.
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SARAH
| nmean, yeah, we're getting stuff

done, but this could end up biting
us in the ass.

That hangs in the air as the girls head back towards the
dorm

| NT. DEAN WALLACE' S OFFI CE - MORNI NG

Dean Wal l ace drinks his norning coffee, checks email. H sphone
rings -- CallerlD says "JAKE BENNETT". He picks up right

awnay.

WALLACE
Jake.

| NT. FRAT HOUSE

Jake's standing in an enpty hallway, nostly in shadow.

Keeping his voice down. Intercut with Wall ace.
JAKE
You saw this... Underground thing,
right?
WALLACE

| nconsequenti al .

JAKE
The guy they tal ked about grabbing
girls in the cafeteria..

Dean Wl | ace heaves a sigh and takes a long drink of coffee.

WALLACE
One of ours?

JAKE
What the hell are we supposed to do?

WALLACE
You need to keep your people in check.
| can't protect your reputation if
you don't have one.

JAKE

That doesn't help us right now.
WALLACE

Then it's sinple. If he's not one

of ours, then it's not our problem

He ends the call.
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| NT. DARKROOM

Sarah struggles - they're supposed to be devel opi ng pictures
t he ol d-fashi oned way, but only three of the enlargers work.
She's there with LILY, one of her classmates. Sarah sl ans
her palminto the side of an enlarger that's stuck.

SARAH
Oh, bite nel!

LILY
God, this is worse than the nursing
school. At |east the equi pnent works
t here.

SARAH
But you're still buyi ng bandages
w th your own noney?

LILY
Not us, the professors.

SARAH
That's not right.

I NT. PHOTO LAB

Where they pack up their things - no work's getting done
t oday.

LILY
Maybe M. Hanson can MacGyver the
t hi ngs i nto worki ng.

SARAH
Agai n?

LILY
You'd think "new enl argers” woul d be
in the budget sonewhere.

SARAH
You'd think. Football team s new
dormis right on schedul e, though.

LILY
Aren't they paying for that with
like... ticket sales or alumi

donations or sonethi ng?

SARAH
If they are, | haven't heard about
it.
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EXT. ART BUI LDl NG

Sarah and Lily part ways with a wave. W follow Sarah, who's
stopped by an ART STUDENT handing out flyers. She accepts
one -- it advertises a departnent party happeni ng off canpus.
She stuffs it into her bag and wal ks on, to

EXT. CAMPUS PCOLI CE STATI ON

just in time to neet Jenn, who's comng off her shift. Jenn
falls into step wwth Sarah and they wal k on.

JENN
The entire station is tal king about
the paper. Especirally the cafeteria
article.

SARAH
Anyt hi ng good?

JENN
Sonebody fromthe Dean's office
cal | ed.

Duly inpressed, Sarah pats Jenn on the back.

SARAH
Maybe | was wrong about that "biting
us on the ass" thing.

| NT. CAFETERI A

Al'l the girls have assenbled. Charlie |ooks thoughtful;
Jenn's just given her the news.

CHARLI E
This is awesone. | nean... if they
let us run this stuff in the rea
paper, imagine what this place woul d
be Iike.

She | ooks down at her phone, scrolls through the Bonaventure
Under ground email account. Subject lines include "YOU ROCK"
"FI NALLY" "THANKS'. She waves her phone at the others.

CHARLI E ( CONT' D)
You guys are already stars.

A group of students sit at the nearest table. Sarah notices;
the others don't.

SARAH
(alittle too |oud)
Did | tell you guys about the art
party?
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The others are startled, but when they | ook around, they
notice the potential eavesdroppers and settle down.

| NT. NEWSPAPER OFFI CE - DAY

Charlie enters to find the rest of the STAFF (two guys, JOHN
and AMR, two girls, DEONNE and PAM assenbled for the weekly
staff nmeeting. Mdlly is md-hissyfit to DR JULI A KENT, the
paper's faculty advisor.

MOLLY
People only want to read gossip.
Even the cops are |istening!

DR KENT
| found that distressing, though it
seens there may be sone basis to
that particular tale.

MOLLY
Who cares, they're guys, that's what
guys™ do.

CHARLI E

| don't know what guys you're hanging
out with. M brother doesn't do
t hat crap.

MOLLY
Your brother's gay.

Dr. Kent holds up a hand to silence Mlly.

DR KENT
Charlotte. How nice of you to join
us. What do you think of this attenpt
at amateur journalisnf

CHARLI E
(stony-faced)
| don't, I'mtoo busy studying.

*Dr. Kent seens to accept this blatant fal sehood. For now.

AM R
|'ve seen those guys at the cafeteria.
Half the girls | know won't even eat

there. Wy haven't we witten about
it? T

DEONNE
| pitched it, MIlly said no.

MOLLY
Because it's a non-story!



36.

CHARLI E
VWhat, like Brian Daniels was a non-
story? The kid's still in a cong,

and nobody knows how it happened!
O isn't saying.

Mol Iy bristles.

DR. KENT
Mol Iy, shouldn't we start our neeting
now? | do have a class to teach

this afternoon.

Charlie slunps into a seat. |It's going to be a | ong,
m ser abl e neeting.

| NT. CHARLI E AND SARAH S ROOM - NI GHT

The Bonaventure Underground's version of a staff neeting.
Campy sci-fi B-novie on the TV, snacks, and Charlie's |aptop.

CHARLI E
Tasha, you're still on track for the
next alummi profile?

TASHA
Yep.

SARAH

You witing about Curtis?

TASHA
(shakes head)
They'd guess it was ne in about two

seconds.
JENN
Charlie, what are you going to wite?
SARAH
Yeah, are you witing articles or
just like... the boss of us?
CHARLI E
Hey, |'m nobody's boss. [|'mjust...
still working on it.

Bl atant |ie.

CHARLI E ( CONT' D)
Sar, what have you got?

SARAH
The new dorm



JENN
(fake yawn)
Bor ed now.
SARAH

Maybe if you chose a nmjor you' d be
pi ssed about your departnent getting
the shaft too.

TASHA
Hey, not all of us knew what we were
going to major in since we were SiX.

Jenn sm |l es her thanks.

The ot her

SARAH
Even if it's all aboveboard, there's
a lot nore they could do with that
nmoney than build a four-star hotel
for jocks.

CHARLI E
The budget story's a little dry,
but. ..
(warmng to the idea)
it could start our own Cccupy
novenent .

TASHA
(snorts)
Cccupy Jock Dornf

JENN
Wy not ?

girls share a | ook

CHARLI E
What ?

TASHA
You' re rubbing off on her.

Charlie | ooks pleased.

END OF ACT THREE
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FADE QUT.
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ACT FOUR
| NT. LI BRARY STUDY ROOM

A dark, isolated corner. Charlie digs through bound back

i ssues of the canpus paper, |ooking for anything on Al pha
Zeta Mu. O course all she's found is a few puff pieces

about charity events and the |ike, scattered around the table.
On her laptop, there are nultiple browser tabs of articles
fromthe | ocal paper's archives.

She's so absorbed in her reading and doesn't notice Brad
Flynn sitting down across from her.

BRAD
Hey.

Startled, she snaps her |aptop shut.

CHARLI E
H . Wat are you doi ng here?

BRAD
How s it going?

CHARLI E
Ml ly's being a turbo-bitch, Kent's
got a stick up her ass. Sane ol d.

Not the answer he was hoping for. She picks up one of the
heavy vol unmes and goes to reshelve it. Brad picks up the
others and foll ows.

| NT. STACKS

Brad hel ps Charlie re-shelve the books. He tries to engage
on her terns.

BRAD
The paper does seemto be getting
nore... airheaded.

CHARLI E

That's what you get when your editor
isn't even in Journalism

BRAD
| should' ve tried to do nore puff
pi eces, maybe they woul dn't have
ki cked ne off the staff.

CHARLI E
Hey, it's not your fault Dr. Kent
doesn't |ike controversy.
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BRAD
| still don't know why the G eek
Systemruns canpus. |It's creepy. |
t hought that crap only happened in
novi es.

CHARLI E
The school president used to be in a
frat here. Chanpion dude cheerl eader,
too. That's probably why. But at
| east they aren't all douchebags
like...

Struck by a sudden inspiration, she returns to..
| NT. STUDY ROOM

and pulls up the school's website. Brad follows a few steps
behi nd.

BRAD
What are you doi ng?

CHARLI E
Mm

A few clicks and she pulls up the president's bio. Scrolls
down. Sure enough: he was a nmenber of Al pha Zeta Mu. She

| ooks up with a "Eureka!" look in her eyes, imedi ately tries
to conceal it when she neets Brad' s gaze.

BRAD
What ?

CHARLI E
Not hi ng.

BRAD
You' ve got sonet hi ng.

CHARLI E
No, just... an idea.

She sits down and pulls her |aptop closer.

BRAD
You want to get sonething to eat?

CHARLI E
Too much work to do. Paper due.

BRAD
Anot her ti nme?

Charlie's absorbed in reading.
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CHARLI E
M hmmm

Di sappoi nted, Brad heads for the door.

BRAD
Un .. bye?

CHARLI E
MM bye.

| NT. NEWSPAPER OFFI CE - NI GHT

A key turns in the lock and Charlie enters. The office is
deserted, but light fromthe streetlight outside illum nates
one side of the huge old filing cabinet in the corner.

Charlie makes a beeline for the cabinet and opens a drawer.
She digs through files dated a few years earlier -- there
are dozens, and they |look |ike they haven't been touched
since they were put in.

Finding the dates she wants, Charlie pulls out a giant file
folder. She's about to open it when she hears FOOTSTEPS out
in the hall.

Shit.

She freezes. Yep, they're headed her way. She stuffs the
folder into the file cabinet and darts over to the desk,
just as Mdlly enters.

MOLLY
(surprised)
You spend nore tine in here than

do. Don't you have... | dunno, a
life?

CHARLI E
Don't you?

MOLLY

Forgot ny phone.
She snatches up a bejewel ed i Phone and sweeps out.
Charlie waits until Mlly's footsteps fade down the hall,
then runs over to the file cabinet and reopens the drawer.
Grabs the folder, crans it into her bag.
| NT. CHARLI E AND SARAH S ROOM - NI GHT
The room s enpty when Charlie walks in. She pulls out the

folder and flops onto the bed with it. Her |aptop's already
there -- she opens both it and fol der.



41.

She's absorbed in the folder's contents when there's a knock
fromthe bat hroom door.

CHARLI E
Come i n.

Jenn and Tasha enter, dressed for a party.
JENN
Sarah invited us to the art departnent
party, you wanna go?
Charlie barely | ooks up.

CHARLI E
Can't.

TASHA
Come on, Charlie, when's the | ast
time you actually went to a party?

She ignores the question and starts typing sonething.

JENN
Well, we're gonna go drink and flirt.
You enjoy... all that.

Charlie doesn't even hear them | eave.
| NT. PARTY - NI GHT

Sarah stands ami dst a crowd of other ART STUDENTS, clearly
in her element. Tasha's deep in conversation w th another
G RL who looks a little too preppy for this crowd.

Jenn wanders through the party, a little awkwardly, sipping
a drink froma large plastic cup. She catches bits of
conversations, scanning the crowd for anyone she knows. ..

ART STUDENT
He got kicked out. | didn't even
know t hat was a rul e.

...O anything good to listen in on. She hovers, trying to
stay just within earshot.

I NT. CHARLIE' S ROOM - NI GHT

Charlie's still at her laptop, bits and pieces fromthe fol der
scattered around her, typing away. W see bits of the article
she's witing: "MORE SERI QUS THAN HAZI NG?" "WHAT DOES THE
PRESI DENT OF OUR ' ESTEEMED | NSTI TUTI ON'  KNOW ABQUT THI S?"

" COVERED UP"
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I NT. PARTY - NI GHT

Now Jenn's trying to get Sarah's attention, waving as
unobtrusively as possible (i.e., not very).

Sarah, finally |l ooking up fromher conversation, sees Jenn
signaling. She raises her eyebrows at Jenn, who nouths "GET
OVER HERE".

SARAH
(to nearest student)
"1l be right back, 'k?

We follow her across the roomto join Jenn, just as Tasha
wal ks up.

TASHA
(to Jenn)
There you are! You di sappeared on
ne.

SARAH
VWhat's up?

Jenn gestures for themto retreat farther towards the wall.
They follow, puzzled.

JENN
(stage whi sper)
The creep fromthe cafeteria got
ki cked out of his frat!

SARAH
| know.

JENN
How?!

SARAH

That's what we were tal king about
over there. That's his girlfriend.

She points at a DEPRESSED- LOOKING G RL talking to the group
she just left.

TASHA
She doesn't | ook happy.

SARAH
He was her ticket to all the good
parties.

JENN

VWhich frat?
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SARAH
Can we tal k about this later?
don't want to get busted.

JENN
Whi ch frat?
SARAH
Al pha Zeta Mi. Again.
TASHA
Those dudes are bad news.
SARAH
Now can we stop tal king about this

in public?!

Jenn | ooks guilty. She and Tasha nod, and scurry off in
anot her direction.

Sarah rejoins her friends - Lily has joined the group in her
absence.

SARAH ( CONT' D)
Sorry about that.

ART STUDENT #1
(to Depressed Grl)
What did his parents say?

DEPRESSED G RL
| don't know, but they nmust be fit
to be tied, he was a | egacy.

SARAH
Well, if he screwed up that badly...

DEPRESSED G RL
They woul dn't have kicked himout if
this... paper thing hadn't gotten
everybody all riled up.

LILY
Sonetinmes riled up i s good though.
Sar, did you see they posted about
the cost of the new dornf? Sounded
i ke sonething you' d wite.

Sar ah pal es.

SARAH
Un No, | didn't.

Lily eyes her shrewdly.
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LILY
(hal f teasing)
O maybe... that's what you want us

to think?

Sarah 1 ooks like she's going to barf. How does she respond
to that?!

SARAH
Un Heh. Yeah, | |ead a double
life. I'mactually a spy.

Lily chuckles and turns to say sonething to the person next
to her. Sarah scans the crowd to find Tasha and Jenn agai n,
spots themtal king to two HOT GUYS

She makes a beeline for them Gabs themby the arns to get
their attention.

SARAH ( CONT' D)
Crap. Crap crap crap.

JENN TASHA
What ?!

SARAH
(whi sper)
| think I'm busted.

TASHA
(to guys)
Excuse us.
(to Sarah)
Bust ed how?!

JENN
| didn't say anythi ng!

Of their reactions (including the Guys, |ooking confused),
we cut to..

I NT. CHARLIE' S ROOM - NI GHT

Charlie puts the finishing touches on the | atest issue -
with the headline "WHAT HAPPENED TO JOSEPH M LLER?"

She sits back for a second and scans over her article... and
hits "PUBLI SH'€e.

| NT. PARTY - NI GHT
Over the noise of the party we hear PHONE ALERTS chim ng all

over the room Sone people ignore it, others pull out their
phones.
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Sarah's one of the ones who | ooks at her phone.

SARAH
Quys?

TASHA
What ?

SARAH

W need to talk.

JENN
Sar, we're...

Sarah gestures vaguely with her phone, on which the words
" BONAVENTURE UNDERGROUND' are visible. Mkes sure she holds
it up long enough for the header to register.

SARAH
Now.

The "Ch, shit" hits them both at once.

TASHA
Excuse us.

The guys | ook even nore confused as the three girls hurry
off to a corner. Jenn gropes in her purse for her phone.

TASHA ( CONT' D)
VWhat happened?

Jenn pulls out her phone, |looks at it, holds the new nessage
up for Tasha to see.

JENN
Looks i ke we published tonight.

TASHA
What ?

| NT. DEAN WALLACE' S OFFI CE - NI GHT

The Dean packs up his briefcase for the night. As he fits
one last file folder into it, his phone chines with a new
message. He picks it up

FROM BENNETT, JACOB SUBJECT: WHAT DO WE DO?7??

VWl | ace opens the email. It's the forwarded Bonaventure
Under ground nessage. He grabs his desk phone. Hits 1 on
speed dial. Reads the email while he waits.

Ring. R ng. R nNg.
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JAKE (V.0O.)
Hel | 0?

VWALLACE
What we do is we handle it.

EXT. QUAD - NI GHT

The girls make tracks for the dorm

TASHA

| can't believe she didn't tell us!
JENN

It wasn't even supposed to go up

t oday!
SARAH

Screw that... did you guys know that's

what she was writing about?

TASHA
No!

| NT. CHARLI E AND SARAH S ROOM - NI GHT
Sarah, Tasha and Jenn enter to find Charlie at her desk,
| ooking at the hit counter on the Bonaventure Underground

website (which is ticking noticeably upward). She | ooks up
and grins.

CHARLI E
Hey.

It takes all of half a second for her to register that they
are not anused.

CHARLI E ( CONT' D)
What ?

FADE QUT.
END OF ACT FOUR
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ACT FI VE
I NT. CHARLIE' S ROOM - NI GHT

The Cone-To-Jesus neeting. Charlie's in the hot seat.

TASHA

You coul d've at |east told us.
CHARLI| E

| know. | know! | just...

She gestures vaguely.

CHARLI E ( CONT' D)
| thought you mght talk me out of
it.

SARAH
Who says?

JENN
This is the second thing you' ve done
about the paper w thout asking us
first. Are we a teamor not?

Charlie | ooks helplessly fromone to the other.

CHARLI E
O course we are!
TASHA
Do you trust us?
CHARLI E
It's not about trust.
TASHA
Li ke hel | .
JENN

Then what is it about?

SARAH
Yeah, this is a little bit bigger
than neeting up with some guy in
secret. Wiy couldn't you tell us
you were witing about... this?

Her gesture enconpasses the |laptop screen with the hit counter
still steadily ticking upward.

This is harder for Charlie to explain, but she tries.
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CHARLI E
Look, this mssing kid, he's probably
dead.

TASHA
And... that's why you couldn't tel
us?

CHARLI E
No! It's just... Look, if people

kept telling you that you coul dn't
wite about things that could make a
real difference in the world, would
you tell anyone you didn't have to?

JENN
Charlie, if we're going to be in on
this together, you do have to.

CHARLI E
If | had told you guys, would you
have tal ked me out of it?

Dead silence. Tasha and Jenn share a | ook.

SARAH
Kind of a noot point...
CHARLI E
Wul d you?
Still silent.

CHARLI E ( CONT' D)
It's our responsibility to do
sonmet hi ng about this. Especially if
the authorities aren't follow ng up
or investigating every possibility.

TASHA
We're not cops, Charlie. Jenn hasn't
even tried majoring in Crim nal
Justice yet.

JENN
o I(m)ck pout)
y!

Tasha puts her fists up and she and Jenn pantom ne a fight --
very obviously sonething they' ve done before, both anused.



Jenn goes
shoul ders.

Jenn shoots Tasha a warning | ook --

now.

SARAH
(peacenaker)
O course we should report sonething
that's that inportant. |If my sister
went mssing or sonmething I'd be
pi ssed if people kept it secret.

JENN
W' ve got your back, you know that.
It's just easier to have your back
when we know what's com ng.

CHARLI E
First year on the high school paper
they wouldn't let us wite about the
teacher who got fired for being gay.
Second year, kid on the footbal
team got franed for dealing drugs,
again, nothing. | want to do
sonething. This is what | can do.

TASHA
It's not about the story, Charlie.
If we're going to do this together,

we have to do it together. No going
behi nd each ot her"s backs.

SARAH
And if we disagree on sonething, we

talk it out. That's all we're saying.

CHARLI E
You're right.
(rubs eyes)
|"msorry. Five years of being shut
down, you kind of expect it.

over and puts a conforting armaround Charlie's

JENN
"Il see what | can find out about
the case at work. Maybe there's
progress they haven't released to
t he public.

TASHA
Wiy can't we just leave this to the
police?

49.

they' re bei ng supportive
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The nmood in the roomshifts fromanger to worry.

TASHA ( CONT' D)

(covering)
| mean, now that we've asked the
questions. Maybe they'll listen

i ke they did about the cafeteria
perverts.

JENN
| can get whatever info they have.

TASHA
Wul d that risk your job?

SARAH
If I"'malready this close to being
busted. ..

JENN
Lily was teasing.

SARAH
You don't know Lily as well as | do,
this is totally the kind of thing
she'd figure out.

JENN
| know how to cover ny tracks.

CHARLI E
What ever you do, pl ease be careful

back to | ook at the | aptop.

CHARLI E ( CONT' D)
We got two hundred hits in the past
hal f hour. People are going to want
to know who we are.

I NT. JOURNALI SM CLASS - DAY

Dr. Kent paces back and forth in front of the whiteboard,

hi gh- handed | ecturi ng node.

DR KENT
Anonymty is for sources... not for

legitimate journalists. Transparency.

Accountability. Credibility.

50.

in

Charlie's hand shoots up, her expression grinmy determ ned.
Dr. Kent notices, braces herself.

DR. KENT ( CONT' D)
Yes, Ms. Yang?
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CHARLI E
What about citizen journalists, or
people in war-torn areas? Most of
the biggest stories break on Twitter.

DR KENT
" m not tal king about Twitter, M.
Yang, |'mtal king about legitimte

news outl ets.

CHARLI E
Legitimate news outlets use the
internet all the tine.

DR KENT
And are often tragically m sinforned
by unverified sources.

CHARLI E
Wodward and Bernstein had an
unveri fied source.

DR KENT
Ms. Yang, Deep Throat was not
anonynous to them |f you can't
understand the difference, perhaps
this is not the correct major for
you.

A few snickers fromthe class. Charlie funes silently. Dr.
Kent watches her carefully, trying to read her expression --
definitely suspicious.

I NT. DAILY GRIND - DAY

Tasha works with the clunmsy Barista and serves custoners
while trying to listen in on a conversation between TWO
PROFESSORS:

CLDER PROFESSOR
Muckr aki ng, pure and sinple.

YOUNGER PROFESSOR
|"m not saying they didn't nmake a
few | ogi cal |eaps...

OLDER PROFESSOR
Leaps? Transcontinental flights of
fancy.

YOUNGER PROFESSOR
There m ght be sonething to it, you
know the president |ikes to hush up
anyt hing too controversial .
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OLDER PROFESSOR
Hph.

As Tasha crosses back to the counter, Jake Bennett passes
by, talking on the phone. Tasha's too busy to hear.

JAKE
Everything's good? Awesone. Thanks,
Mlly, | owe you one.

| NT. CERAM CS STUDI O - DAY

Sarah tries to focus on the clay on her potter's wheel. Her
head i s nowhere near being in the gane; the bow she's
throwi ng is | opsided.

The door opens, and two CLASSMATES wal k i n, whispering.

CLASSMATE #1
It had to be Sarah Dyer. Wo el se
woul d bitch about the broken crap in
t he photo | ab?

Sarah heard that. Her conposure goes SPLAT, and so does her
bow , spattering wet clay everywhere.

| NT. POLI CE STATI ON - DAY

Jenn's at her usual post, studying but not really studying.
She tries to listen in on the conversation happening in the
hal | way between Sgt. Hanpton and O ficer Bennett.

SGI. HAMPTON
| remenber that kid |ike yesterday.

BENNETT
Yeah. It just don't sit right with
me, sonething' s hinky about how they
took you off the case.

Bennett noves towards the front office, going for the coffee
pot. Jenn assunes a very focused "studying" position.

SGI. HAMPTON
Don't let the Chief hear you talk
like that, he's still pissed we don't

have jurisdiction.

BENNETT
It's students, right?

Jenn attenpts to unobtrusively crane her neck hall-ward, but
t he door swi ngs open and a STUDENT enters, carrying a parking
ticket. She sighs - duty calls.



53.

JENN
Can | help you?

| NT. NEWSPAPER OFFI CE - DAY

Enter Charlie, with stolen folder. Mlly's at the conputer
she barely | ooks up.

Keeping an eye on Mdlly, Charlie noves towards the file
cabi net and replaces the folder as quietly as possible.
Still no response from Mol ly, who's just typing away.

CHARLI E
When do you want ny story on the
al umi fundraiser?
Mol Iy shrugs and doesn't | ook up.

MOLLY
Whenever you get to it.

Charlie eyes Molly suspiciously.

CHARLI E
You... sure about that?
Mol Iy sighs and waves Charlie away -- she's di sm ssed.

CHARLI E ( CONT' D)
O .. kay then.

As Charlie wal ks out, she glances backward at Ml ly, puzzled.
What's she up to?

| NT. CAFETERI A - LUNCH LI NE - DAY

The girls whi sper anongst thenselves in |line.

JENN

We're the tal k of canpus.
TASHA

The talk's not all good.
CHARLI E

As | ong as peopl e are saying

somet hi ng.
| NT. CAFETERI A - TABLE - DAY

At their usual table, Charlie takes a nonment to check the
paper's email on her phone. Scrolls through their inbox. A
few subject lines like "THANK YOU' and "YOU ROCK', and one
al |l -caps "SCREW YQU. "



CHARLI E
Got our first hate mail. @uess that
means we've arrived.

She keeps scrolling, then stops.

Charlie holds out her phone so the others can see.

SARAH
What ?

TASHA
More haters?

MOLLY HOMRD SUBJECT: YOU TH NK YOU RE SO SMART.

Sar ah has

However,

JENN
(reading, quietly)
"I don't know what you think you're
doing with your little blog, but you
won't be doing it nmuch | onger."

TASHA
You don't think Molly knows it's
you, do you?

CHARLI E
She couldn't.

SARAH
You wote basically the sane story
she killed a coupl e weeks ago.

a point, but Charlie doesn't want to adm t

CHARLI E
She never read the article.

SARAH
But she knew what it was about.
Li ke how nobody but ne would wite
t he budget story.

TASHA
(reassuring)
It didn't really sound like you
your witing style is usually...
pl ai ner .

CHARLI E
(to Sarah)
See?

FROM

it.

for all her bravado, Charlie's visibly worried.

54.
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EXT. CAFETERI A - LATER

The girls |l eave the cafeteria in a better nood, even Charli e,
who's laughing. Jenn throws an armaround Charlie's
shoul ders.

JENN
See? The sky hasn't fallen. Mlly
wi |l get over her hissy fit.

As they pass by a rack of new y-delivered canpus papers,
Sarah pi cks one up.

SARAH
Let's see what kind of pep squad
B.S. she's witten this week.

She | ooks at the front page and stops dead in her tracks.
The others take a couple of steps before realizing she's not
wi th them

TASHA
What ?

Sarah hol ds out the paper, her face blank. Nunb.

Tasha takes the paper; Jenn and Charlie crowd around to read
over her shoul der.

The very large headline -- over a picture of a conputer screen
wi th the Bonaventure Underground in its browser -- screans
"REWARD OFFERED FOR | NFORMATI ON".

CHARLI E
"The adm nistration is offering a
cash reward for any infornmation about
t he person or persons responsible
for the Bonaventure Underground
website. "

TASHA
"...Swift and decisive disciplinary
action for anyone involved in this
cowardly runornongering."

JENN
Can they even do that?

She | ooks cl oser at the paper.

JENN ( CONT' D)
No way they can expel anybody for

this.
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CHARLI E
| don't know, but we nust've rattled
sonebody' s cage.

TASHA
"' ?

SARAH
Yeah, we.

She puts an armof solidarity around Charlie, who's stil

staring at the paper. As the girls huddle around the paper,
processi ng the shock, we...

FADE QUT.
END OF ACT FI VE



	1	EXT. ALPHA ZETA MU FRAT HOUSE - NIGHT
	2	INT. FRAT HOUSE - SECOND FLOOR - NIGHT
	3	INT. HALLWAY - NIGHT
	4	EXT. JOURNALISM/ENGLISH BUILDING - NIGHT
	5	EXT. ALPHA ZETA MU HOUSE
	6	EXT.  STREET - FRAT ROW
	7	INT. CAFETERIA - MORNING
	8	EXT. CAFETERIA - MORNING
	9	INT. CAMPUS POLICE STATION - MORNING
	10	EXT. JOURNALISM/ENGLISH BUILDING - MOMENTS LATER
	ACT ONE
	11	EXT. ALPHA ZETA MU HOUSE - MORNING
	12	INT. CAMPUS NEWSPAPER OFFICE
	13	EXT. JOURNALISM/ENGLISH BUILDING
	14	EXT. FRAT ROW
	15	INT. FRAT HOUSE
	16	INT. TOWNCAR
	17	EXT. FRAT ROW
	18	INT. CAFETERIA
	19	INT. CAFETERIA LOBBY
	20	INT. CAFETERIA
	21	INT. CHARLIE AND SARAH'S ROOM - NIGHT
	22	INT. CLASSROOM - MORNING
	23	EXT. DAILY GRIND - DAY
	24	INT. DAILY GRIND
	ACT TWO
	25	INT. JENN AND TASHA'S ROOM
	26	INT. CHARLIE AND SARA€H'S ROOM
	27	INT. DAILY GRIND
	28	INT. CAFETERIA
	29	INT. CHARLIE AND SARAH'S ROOM - MUCH LATER
	30	€•EXT. DORM - NEXT DAY
	31	EXT. CAMPUS - DAY
	32	EXT. ART BUILDING - DAY
	33	INT. CAFETERIA - DAY
	34	EXT. STUDENT UNION - DAY
	35	INT. CAMPUS POLICE STATION - DAY
	36	INT. CLASSROOM - DAY
	37	EXT. CAMPUS - DAY
	38	INT. CHARLIE AND SARAH'S ROOM - NIGHT
	39	INT. DAILY GRIND - NIGHT
	40	INT.  CHARLIE AND SARAH'S ROOM - LATE NIGHT
	41	INT. CHARLIE AND SARAH€'S ROOM - EARLY MORNING
	42	INT. CLASSROOM - DAY
	43	INT. COFFEE SHOP - DAY
	ACT THREE
	44	INT. CAFETERIA - NIGHT
	45	EXT. CAFETERIA - NIGHT
	46	INT. DEAN WALLACE'S OFFICE - MORNING
	47	INT. FRAT HOUSE
	48	INT. DARKROOM
	49	INT. PHOTO LAB
	50	EXT. ART BUILDING
	51	EXT. CAMPUS POLICE STATION
	52	INT. CAFETERIA
	53	INT. NEWSPAPER OFFICE - DAY
	54	INT. CHARLIE AND SARAH'S ROOM - NIGHT
	ACT FOUR
	55	INT. LIBRARY STUDY ROOM
	56	INT. STACKS
	57	INT. STUDY ROOM
	58	INT. NEWSPAPER OFFICE - NIGHT
	59	INT. CHARLIE AND SARAH'S ROOM - NIGHT
	60	INT. PARTY - NIGHT
	61	INT. CHARLIE'S ROOM - NIGHT
	62	INT. PARTY - NIGHT
	63	INT. CHARLIE'S ROOM - NIGHT
	64	INT. PARTY - NIGHT
	65	INT. DEAN WALLACE'S OFFICE - NIGHT
	66	EXT. QUAD - NIGHT
	67	INT. CHARLIE AND SARAH'S ROOM - NIGHT
	ACT FIVE
	68	INT. CHARLIE'S ROOM - NIGHT
	69	INT. JOURNALISM CLASS - DAY
	70	INT. DAILY GRIND - DAY
	71	INT. CERAMICS STUDIO - DAY
	72	INT. POLICE STATION - DAY
	73	INT. NEWSPAPER OFFICE - DAY
	74	INT. CAFETERIA - LUNCH LINE - DAY
	75	INT. CAFETERIA - TABLE - DAY
	76	EXT. CAFETERIA - LATER

