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[Introduction sequence - The introduction to this first 
episode is longer than the standard sequence that introduces 
the rest of the Avatar episodes. It contains more background 
than the standard sequence. The animation contains some 
additions to accommodate the longer narrative. The trip 
through the map to the Fire Nation amphibious assault is 
longer, the shot of the Avatar silhouetted by the sun is 
longer, and the third paragraph below is accompanied by a pan 
right shot over a still frame that shows a burning landscape 
ravaged by war. Also, the narration around the departure of 
her father is voiced over shots of the Water Tribe ships 
departing, and of a younger KATARA and SOKKA watching them 
leave. Lastly, the stone pinnacle on which AANG stands in 
future episodes is empty.]

KATARA

Water... Earth... Fire... Air... 

My grandmother used to tell me stories 

about the old days, a time of peace 

when the Avatar kept balance between 

the Water Tribes, Earth Kingdom, Fire 

Nation, and Air Nomads. But that all 

changed when the Fire Nation attacked.

Only the Avatar mastered all four 

elements. Only he could stop the 

ruthless firebenders. But when the 

world needed him most, he vanished.

A hundred years have passed and the 

Fire Nation is nearing victory in the 

war. Two years ago, my father and the 

men of my tribe journeyed to the Earth 

Kingdom to help fight against the Fire 

Nation, leaving me and my brother to 

look after our tribe.
(MORE)
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KATARA (CONT’D)

Some people believe that the Avatar 

was never reborn into the Air Nomads 

and that the cycle is broken, but I 

haven't lost hope. I still believe 

that somehow the Avatar will return to 

save the world.
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ACT I

EXT. SOUTH POLE, DAY

THE SHOW OPENS WITH AN OVERHEAD SHOT OF ICEBERG LADEN WATERS. 
THE SCREEN PANS LEFT AND ROTATES SHOWING FOOTPRINTS IN THE 
SNOW, THEN FADES TO SOARING PAN SHOT FROM THE AIR OF THE ICY 
WATERS. AS IF THE SHOT WERE TAKEN FROM THE OUTSIDE OF AN 
AIRPLANE, THE CAMERA BANKS LEFT AS IT MOVES FORWARD. IT COMES 
TO REST AND SLOWLY ZOOMS IN ON A TWO PERSON CANOE OUT AMONG 
THE ICEBERGS. CUT TO A CLOSER SHOT OF THE CANOE. A TEENAGE 
BOY, SOKKA, SHAVEN HEADED EXCEPT FOR A PONY TAIL, STANDS IN 
THE CANOE. HE LOOKS DOWN AT THE WATER, SPEAR AT THE READY. 
THE OTHER OCCUPANT IS A YOUNG GIRL. BOTH WEAR BLUE OVERCOATS. 
THE CANOE DRIFTS SLOWLY AS THE BOY CONCENTRATES ON FISHING. 
CUT TO A CLOSE, OVERHEAD SHOT OF THE CANOE. BESIDE THE BOAT A 
FISH SWIMS CLOSE TO THE SURFACE IN FRONT OF THE BOY.

SOKKA

It's not getting away from me this 

time. Watch and learn, Katara. This is 

how you catch a fish.

KATARA LEANS OVER THE EDGE OF THE CANOE TO SEE A FISH. 
HESITANTLY, SHE REMOVES HER LEFT GLOVE. SHE TAKES A DEEP 
BREATHER AND WITH A LOOK OF TREPIDATION BEGINS TO MOTION WITH 
HER EXPOSED HAND. SUDDENLY, A GLOBE OF WATER CONTAINING THE 
FISH BURSTS OUT OF THE WATER.

KATARA

Sokka, look!

SOKKA

(whispers) Shhh. Katara, you're gonna 

scare it away. Mmmm... I can already 

smell it cookin'!

KATARA

(trying to retain control of the globe 

of water): But Sokka! I caught one!

SHE STRUGGLES WITH THE BLOB OF WATER AND IT FLOATS CLOSER TO 
SOKKA, WHO RAISES HIS SPEAR TO STRIKE A FISH.
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WHEN HE COCKS HIS ARM BACK HE BURST THE BUBBLE OF WATER. THE 
FISH FALLS BACK INTO THE SEA AND SOKKA GETS DRENCHED.

KATARA (CONT’D)

Hey!

SOKKA

[very exasperated] Ugh! Why is it that 

every time you play with magic water I 

get soaked?

KATARA

It's not magic. It's waterbending, and 

it's-

SOKKA

Yeah, yeah, an ancient art unique to 

our culture, blah blah blah. Look, I'm 

just saying that if I had weird 

powers, I'd keep my weirdness to 

myself.

KATARA

You're calling me weird? I'm not the 

one who makes muscles at myself every 

time I see my reflection in the water.

CUT TO SOKKA, WHO IS MAKING A MUSCLE AND LOOKING AT HIS 
REFLECTION IN THE WATER. HE TURNS TO KATARA AND GIVES HER A 
LOOK. SUDDENLY THE BOAT IS BUMPED, THEY LOOK UP TO SEE THEY 
HAVE ENTERED AN ICE PACKED AREA. THEY BEGIN TO WORK 
FRANTICALLY TO MANEUVER THE CANOE BETWEEN THE ICEBERGS.

SOKKA AND KATARA (CONT’D)

Ahh!

KATARA (CONT’D)

Watch out! Go left! Go left!
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CUT TO AN OVERHEAD SHOT OF THE CANOE AS IT THREADS ITS WAY 
THROUGH THE ICE PACK. ICEBERGS ARE COLLIDING ALL AROUND THEM. 
EACH TIME THEY MANAGE TO AVOID GETTING CRUSHED BETWEEN THE 
COLLIDING ICEBERGS, BUT THEIR SAFETY MARGINS DECREASES 
RAPIDLY EACH TIME. FINALLY THE CANOE IS CRUSHED WHEN THREE 
ICEBERGS COLLIDE AT ONCE. SOKKA AND KATARA JUMP OUT IN TIME 
ONTO ONE OF THE ICEBERGS. CUT TO A WIDE SHOT OF THE ICE 
FIELD. THEY ARE NOW AT THE MERCY OF THE CURRENTS. THEN CUT 
BACK TO THE KIDS.

KATARA (CONT’D)

You call that left?

SOKKA

You don't like my steering. Well, 

maybe you should have waterbended us 

out of the ice.

CUT TO A WIDE SHOT OF THE KIDS ON THEIR LITTLE ICEBERG. 
BEHIND THEM A HUGE TOWERING ICEBERG REARS UP INTO THE SKY.

KATARA

So it's my fault?

SOKKA

I knew I should have left you home. 

Leave it to a girl to screw things up.

CUT TO A CLOSE OF UP KATARA, HER ANGER BOILING OVER. SHE 
POINTS AT HER BROTHER.

KATARA

You are the most sexist, immature, nut 

brained...

AS SHE GETS MORE EXCITED, THE ICEBERG ON WHICH THEY ARE 
SITTING BEGINS TO HEAVE. SWITCH TO A WIDER SHOT, WHERE THE 
HUGE ICEBERG BEHIND HER CRACKS.

KATARA (CONT’D)

Ugh, I'm embarrassed to be related to 

you!
(MORE)
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KATARA (CONT’D)

Ever since Mom died I've been doing 

all the work around camp while you've 

been off playing soldier!

SOKKA

[noticing the cracking iceberg] Uh... 

Katara?

KATARA

I even wash all the clothes! Have you 

ever smelled your dirty socks? Let me 

tell you, NOT PLEASANT!

SOKKA

Katara! Settle down!

KATARA

No, that's it. I'm done helping you. 

From now on, you're on your own!

BY THE END SHE IS SCREAMING. AS SHE FINISHES, THE ICEBERG 
BEHIND HER SPLITS OPEN ENTIRELY. IT DISINTEGRATES AND THE 
MAJOR PIECES FALL INTO THE WATER, PUSHING THEIR ICEBERG AWAY. 
THEY HOLD ON DESPERATELY UNTIL THE ICEBERG SETTLES.

SOKKA

Okay, you've gone from weird to 

freakish, Katara.

KATARA

You mean I did that?

SOKKA

Yup. Congratulations.

THEY BOTH ARE LEANING OVER THE EDGE OF THE ICEBERG RAFT. 
SUDDENLY, THE WATER JUST IN FRONT OF THEM BEGINS TO GLOW AN 
INCANDESCENT BLUE. THEY MOVE BACKWARDS ON THEIR RAFT AS 
ANOTHER, LIGHTER COLORED ICEBERG BREAKS THE SURFACE.
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IT IS UNCLEAR WHETHER THIS IS PART OF THE ONE KATAR BROKE UP 
OR NOT. AS THE NEW ICEBERG SETTLES, KATARA WALKS TO EDGE OF 
THEIR ICEBERG RAFT TO GET A BETTER LOOK. DEEP IN THE ICE, THE 
FIGURE OF A BOY IN A MEDITATION POSE IS SEEN. HE HAS WHITE 
ARROWS ON HIS FISTS AND ON HIS BALD HEAD. SUDDENLY, HIS EYES 
GLOW AND HIS ARROW MARKINGS GLOW WHITE.

KATARA

He's alive! We have to help.

[SHE GRABS SOKKA'S HOCKEY STICK TYPE SPEAR, PULLS DOWN HER 
HOOD AND TURNS TO GO TO THE BOY.]

SOKKA

Katara! Get back here! We don't know 

what that thing is!

KATARA IGNORES HIM AND SKIPS ACROSS A FEW LITTLE ICEBERGS TO 
ARRIVE AT THE ONE IN WHICH THE BOY IS TRAPPED. SOKKA FOLLOWS. 
SHE BEGINS TO USE THE HOCKEY STICK TO WHACK THE ICE. AFTER A 
FEW BIG WHACKS, SHE CRACKS OPEN THE ICE. IT LOOKS LIKE AIR IS 
RELEASED, AS IF THE ICEBERG HAD A HOLLOW CHAMBER WITHIN IT, 
BUT IT IS NOT ENTIRELY CLEAR. THE ICEBERG THEN CRACKS FROM 
TOP TO BOTTOM AND EXPLODES OPEN. A HUGE SHAFT OF WHITE BLUE 
LIGHT SHOOTS STRAIGHT INTO THE HEAVENS. CUT TO A QUICK SHOT 
OF THE ICEBERG FROM UNDERWATER WHERE IT GLOWS BRIGHTLY, THEN 
TO SHOT AN ABOVE GROUND SHOT FROM SOMEWHERE NEARBY WHERE THE 
SHAFT OF LIGHT AND THE AURORA AUSTRALIS IS CLEARLY SEEN IN 
THE BACKGROUND. THE FOREGROUND IS OCCUPIED BY A HERD OF TIGER 
SEALS, WHO REAR THEMSELVES UP AND ROAR AT THE PHENOMENON.

CUT TO A VIEW OF AN IRON HULLED BATTLESHIP WITH A SPIKED PROW 
CUTTING THROUGH THE SEA ALSO NEARBY. IT IS APPARENTLY STEAM 
POWERED AS IT HAS A SINGLE SMOKESTACK. THE FOREDECK IS MUCH 
LONGER THAN THE AFTERDECK. THE BRIDGE APPEARS TO BE SEVERAL 
DECKS ABOVE THE MAIN DECK. CUT TO A SHOT OF THE BACK OF A 
YOUNG MAN ON THE FOREDECK DRESSED IN RED, ALSO SHAVEN-HEADED 
EXCEPT FOR A PONY-TAIL, STARING INTENTLY AT THE SHAFT OF 
LIGHT IN FRONT OF THE SHIP. THEN CUT TO A SHOT OF HIS FACE, 
STILL ILLUMINATED BY THE SHAFT OF LIGHT. THE LEFT SIDE OF HIS 
FACE IS BADLY SCARRED AROUND HIS LEFT EYE. THIS IS PRINCE 
ZUKO. THE LIGHT FROM THE LIGHT SHAFT DISSIPATES.
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EXT. FIRE NAVY SHIP, DAY

ZUKO

Finally. [He turns to address someone 

o.c.] Uncle, do you realize what this 

means?

CUT TO AN OLD MAN SEATED CROSS LEGGED AT A LOW TABLE, 
DRINKING TEA AND PLAYING A GAME INVOLVING DOMINO LIKE 
OBJECTS.

IROH

I won't get to finish my game?

ZUKO

It means my search - it's about to 

come to an end.

IROH GROANS

ZUKO (CONT’D)

That light came from an incredibly 

powerful source. It has to be him!

IROH

Or it's just the celestial lights. 

We've been down this road before, 

Prince Zuko. I don't want you to get 

too excited over nothing. Please, sit. 

Why don't you enjoy a cup of calming 

jasmine tea?

ZUKO

[exploding in anger] I don't need any 

calming tea!
(MORE)
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ZUKO (CONT’D)

I need to capture the Avatar. 

Helmsman, head a course for the light!

CUT BACK TO A WIDE SHOT OF THE EXPLODED ICEBERG, WHICH 
QUICKLY SHIFTS TO SOKKA STILL SHIELDING HIS SISTER FROM THE 
BLAST THAT JUST DISSIPATED. THEY LOOK UP TO SEE RESIDUAL BLUE 
LIGHT STILL SWIRLING AROUND THE TOP OF WHAT IS LEFT OF THE 
ICEBERG. SUDDENLY, THE BOY APPEARS, HIS EYES AND ARROW 
MARKINGS STILL AGLOW.

EXT. SOUTH POLE, DAY

SOKKA

[raising his spear at the boy] Stop!

THE BOY STANDS UP AS THE GLOW AND RESIDUAL ENERGY FADES. HE 
SEEMS TO PASS OUT AND SLIDES DOWN THE SIDE OF THE RUINED 
ICEBERG TO SOKKA AND KATARA, WHO LUNGES FORWARD AND CATCHES 
HIM AS HE FALLS. SOKKA POKES AANG IN THE HEAD WITH THE BLUNT 
END OF HIS WEAPON.

KATARA

Stop it!

AANG

[whispering in a weak voice] I need to 

ask you something.

KATARA

What?

AANG

[still whispering] Please... come 

closer.

KATARA

What is it?

AANG

[in a normal, even excited voice] Will 

you go penguin sledding with me?
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KATARA

Uh... sure. I guess.

AANG AIRBENDS HIMSELF TO HIS FEET AS HE STARTS TO RUB THE 
BACK OF HIS HEAD.

SOKKA

Ahh!

AANG

What's going on here?

SOKKA

You tell us! How'd you get in the ice? 

(Poking AANG with his spear) And why 

aren't you frozen?

AANG

(BATTING THE SPEAR AWAY, ABSENTLY): 

I'M NOT SURE.

AANG GASPS AS A LOW, ANIMAL LIKE NOISE IS HEARD FROM O.C. AND 
BEGINS TO FRANTICALLY CLIMB BACK UP THE RUINED ICEBERG. HE 
JUMPS OVER THE LIP OF WHAT IS IN FACT NOW A CRATER AND LANDS 
ON A HUGE FURRY ANIMAL.

AANG (CONT’D)

Appa! Are you all right? Wake up, 

buddy.

HE LEANS DOWN AND OPENS ONE OF THE BEASTS EYES. HE CLOSES IT 
AGAIN. AANG HOPS DOWN AND TRIES TO LIFT THE ANIMAL'S HUGE 
HEAD, BUT WITHOUT EFFECT. KATARA AND SOKKA COME AROUND THE 
CORNER AND THEIR MOUTHS DROP IN SHOCK AS THE SEE THE MONSTER, 
WHOSE MOUTH OPENS AND LICKS THE BOY TRYING TO WAKE HIM UP.

AANG (CONT’D)

Haha! You're okay!

HE HUGS APPA, THEN CUT TO A WIDE SHOT OF THE DESTROYED 
ICEBERG. APPA OCCUPIES MOST OF THE CRATER LEFT BY THE 
EXPLOSION. HE IS A HUGE FLYING BISON WITH SIX LEGS AND HORNS 
LIKE A STEER. HE GETS UP AND SHAKES HIMSELF OFF A BIT.
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SOKKA

What is that thing?

AANG

This is Appa, my flying bison.

SOKKA

Right. And this is Katara, my flying 

sister.

AANG IS ABOUT TO REPLY, BUT DOESN'T AS APPA BEGINS TO SNEEZE. 
AANG DUCKS IN TIME AS APPA PROCEEDS TO SNEEZE ALL OVER SOKKA.

SOKKA (CONT’D)

Ewww! Aahh!!!

SOKKA, COVERED IN SNOT, TRIES TO GET RID OF IT BY ROLLING 
AROUND ON THE ICE AND SNOW.

AANG

Don't worry. It'll wash out.

SOKKA

Ugh!

AANG

So, do you guys live around here?

SOKKA

Don't answer that! Did you see that 

crazy bolt of light? He was probably 

trying to signal the Fire Navy.

KATARA

Oh, yeah, I'm sure he's a spy for the 

Fire Navy. You can tell by that evil 

look in his eye.

CUT TO A SHOT OF AANG'S INNOCENT FACE, HIS SMILE ACCOMPANIED 
BY A FUNNY SOUND EFFECT.
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KATARA (CONT’D)

The paranoid one is my brother, Sokka. 

You never told us your name.

AANG

I'm A... aaaahhhh... ahhhhhh.... aaah 

aaah aaah AAAAAAACHOOOO!

AS AANG SNEEZES HE ZOOMS OF THE GROUND FAR INTO THE AIR. HE 
RESPONDS TO HER QUESTION AFTER HE LANDS TO THE WHISTLING 
SOUND OF A BOMB DROPPING.

AANG (CONT’D)

I'm Aang.

AANG (CONT’D)

 HE SNIFFLES AND RUBS HIS NOSE.

SOKKA

[incredulous] You just sneezed... and 

flew ten feet in the air.

AANG
Really? It felt higher than 
that.

KATARA

[gasping] You're an airbender!

AANG

Sure am!

SOKKA

Giant light beams... flying bison... 

airbenders... I think I've got 

Midnight Sun Madness. I'm going home 

to where stuff makes sense.
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SOKKA TURNS TO WALK OFF, BUT IS STOPPED AT THE ICEBERG'S 
EDGE. THE CAMERA ZOOMS WAY OUT TO SHOW HOW DESOLATE THE AREA 
IS. JUST SEA AND ICE.

AANG

Well, if you guys are stuck Appa and I 

can give you a lift.

AANG AIRBENDS HIMSELF ONTO APPA'S HEAD, THEN TO THE TOP OF 
HIS BACK WHERE RESTS AN ENORMOUS SADDLE. REIGNS ARE ATTACHED 
TO BOTH OF APPA'S GREAT HORNS.

KATARA

We'd love a ride! Thanks!

SOKKA

Oh, no... I am not getting on that 

fluffy snot monster.

KATARA

Are you hoping some other kind of 

monster will come along and give you a 

ride home? You know... before you 

freeze to death?

SOKKA STARTS TO SAY SOMETHING AND GIVES UP BEFORE HE DOES. HE 
SIGHS. CUT TO KATARA AND SOKKA IN THE BACK PART OF THE 
SADDLE. KATARA LOOKS EXCITED. SOKKA LOOKS GRUMPY, ARMS FOLDED 
ACROSS HIS CHEST.

AANG

Okay. First time flyers, hold on 

tight! Appa, yip yip!

AANG SHAKES THE REIGNS AND APPA MAKES A LOW RUMBLE. CUT TO A 
REAR SHOT OF APPA. HE FLAPS HIS HUGE BEAVER TAIL AND THEN 
LAUNCHES INTO THE AIR. HE SPREADS HIS LEGS WIDE, BUT THEN 
COMES RIGHT BACK DOWN INTO THE WATER WITH A HUGE SPLASH. HE 
BEGINS TO SWIM THEM FORWARD.
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AANG (CONT’D)

[shaking the reigns again] Come on, 

Appa. Yip yip.

HE MAKES A “SOARING THROUGH THE SKY” MOTION WITH HIS HAND, 
HIS EYES FINALLY RESTING ON KATARA. HE LEAVES THEM THERE, A 
SMILE ON HIS FACE AS HE LOOKS AT HER.

KATARA

Why are you smiling at me like that?

AANG

Oh... I was smiling?

SOKKA

[disgusted] Uuuuugh.

CUT TO A SHOT OF APPA SWIMMING THROUGH THE WATER, FLOPPING 
HIS TALE. FADE BACK TO PRINCE ZUKO'S FIRE NAVY SHIP. ZUKO, ON 
THE SPOTTING DECK OFF THE BRIDGE LOOKING FORWARD, IS 
APPROACHED BY IROH. IT IS NOW NIGHT.

EXT. FIRE NAVY SHIP, NIGHT

IROH

I'm going to bed now.

HE MAKES AN EXAGGERATED YAWN

IROH (CONT’D)

Yep. A man needs his rest. Prince 

Zuko, you need some sleep. Even if 

you're right and the Avatar is alive, 

you won't find him. Your father, 

grandfather, and great-grandfather all 

tried and failed.
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ZUKO

Because their honor didn't hinge on 

the Avatar's capture. Mine does. This 

coward's hundred years in hiding are 

over.

FADE BACK TO A LONG SHOT OF APPA SWIMMING, HIS FRIENDS ON HIS 
BACK. CUT TO A CLOSER, OVERHEAD SHOT. AANG LIES BACK ON TOP 
OF APPA'S HEAD. KATARA, IN THE SADDLE ON APPA'S BACK WITH HER 
BROTHER, CRAWLS FORWARD AND LOOKS DOWN FROM THE SADDLE AT 
AANG.

EXT. SOUTH POLE, NIGHT

KATARA

Hey.

AANG

Hey. Whatcha thinkin' about?

KATARA

I guess I was wondering – your being 

an airbender and all – if you had any 

idea what happened to the Avatar.

AANG

[looking disconcerted] Uhh... no. I 

didn't know him... I mean, I knew 

people that knew him, but I didn't. 

Sorry.

KATARA

Okay. Just curious. Goodnight.

AANG

Sleep tight.
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KATARA TURNS AWAY AND THE CAMERA ZOOMS UP TO AANG, WHO ALSO 
LOOKS AWAY, AN EXPRESSION OF FEAR ON HIS FACE. CUT TO A LONG 
SHOT OF APPA SWIMMING AGAIN BEFORE A CUT TO COMMERCIAL BREAK.
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ACT II

[THE SHOW RETURNS TO AANG IN A DREAM. THE COLORS ARE GRAYS, 
CRÈMES AND PALE BROWNS. HE WAKES UP ON TOP OF APPA AND THE 
VIEW ROTATES WITH AANG IN APPA'S SADDLE, THEN CUT TO AANG 
STRUGGLING AGAINST APPA'S REIGNS WITH HEAVY RAIN COMING 
DOWN.]

AANG

Aaahhh!

[CUT TO AN UNDERWATER SHOT, WHERE AANG AND APPA SUDDENLY 
PENETRATE THE SURFACE AND ENTER THE WATERY DEPTHS. THEY COME 
UP BRIEFLY FOR AIR, APPA GROANS, BUT THEY ARE ONCE AGAIN 
DRIVEN UNDER THE STORM TOSSED WAVES. AS THEY DRIFT DOWNWARD, 
AANG DROPS APPA'S REIGNS AND BEGINS TO LOSE CONSCIOUSNESS. 
SUDDENLY, AANG'S EYES AND MARKINGS GLOW WHITE. HE PUTS HIS 
HANDS TOGETHER AND HE FREEZES HIMSELF AND APPA IN A HUGE BALL 
OF ICE.]

KATARA

[voice-over] Aang! Aang, wake up!

HE WAKES UP, GASPING

KATARA (CONT’D)

It's okay. We're in the village now. 

Come on, get ready. Everyone's waiting 

to meet you.

AANG GETS UP AND PUTS ON HIS SHIRT AND HOOD. KATARA LOOKS AT 
HIS AIRBENDER TATTOOS. SHE GRABS AANG BY THE HAND AND DRAGS 
HIM OUTSIDE. HE CARRIES A STAFF WITH HIM.

EXT. SOUTHERN WATER TRIBE, DAY

AANG

Whaaaa!

CUT TO A WIDE OVERHEAD SHOT AS KATARA PULLS HIM OUT. A SMALL 
CROWD HAS GATHERED TO GREET HIM. IT IS COMPOSED OF WOMEN OF 
VARIOUS AGES AND CHILDREN.
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KATARA

Aang, this is the entire village. 

Entire village, Aang.

AANG BOWS TO THEM IN A FRIENDLY MANNER, BUT THE PEOPLE PULL 
BACK FROM HIM ANYWAY.

AANG

Uh... why are they all looking at me 

like that? Did Appa sneeze on me?

AN OLD WOMAN ENTERS THE FRAME AS AANG INSPECTS HIS CLOTHES 
FOR BISON SNOT.

GRAN GRAN

Well, no one has seen an airbender in 

a hundred years. We thought they were 

extinct until my granddaughter and 

grandson found you.

AANG

'Extinct'?

KATARA

Aang, this is my grandmother.

GRAN GRAN

Call me Gran Gran.

SOKKA

[grabbing Aang's staff] What is this, 

a weapon? You can't stab anything with 

this.

AANG

It's not for stabbing.

HE CREATES A JET OF AIR THAT SUCKS THE STAFF BACK INTO HIS 
HAND.
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AANG (CONT’D)

It's for airbending.

AANG OPENS THE STAFF INTO A GLIDER WITH RED WINGS.

LITTLE GIRL

Magic trick! Do it again!

AANG

Not magic, airbending. It lets me 

control the air currents around my 

glider and fly.

SOKKA

You know, last time I checked, humans 

can't fly.

AANG

Check again!

AANG LAUNCHES HIMSELF INTO THE AIR WITH HIS GLIDER. HE SOARS 
THROUGH THE AIR, DOING LOOPS AS THE VILLAGERS ON THE GROUND 
POINT TO HIM IN WONDER.

VILLAGERS

Whoa... it's flying... it's amazing!

AANG LOOKS DOWN AT KATARA WHO SMILES AT HIM. HE IS SO 
ENTHRALLED WITH HER ATTENTION THAT SLAMS RIGHT INTO SOKKA'S 
GUARD TOWER. HE PULLS HIS HEAD OUT OF THE TOWER AND FALLS TO 
THE GROUND WITH HIS GLIDER.

AANG

[as he crashes] Oof!

SOKKA

[gasping] My watchtower!

KATARA

That was amazing.
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SHE HELPS AANG BACK TO HIS FEET. HE TWIRLS HIS GLIDER SHUT AS 
SOKKA EXAMINES THE DAMAGED TOWER BEHIND HIM. AFTER AANG 
CLOSES THE GLIDER A HUGE BANK OF SNOW BURIES SOKKA.

SOKKA

Great. You're an airbender, Katara's a 

waterbender, together you can just 

waste time all day long.

AANG

You're a waterbender!

KATARA

Well... sort of. Not yet.

GRAN GRAN

All right. No more playing. Come on, 

Katara, you have chores.

GRAN GRAN LEADS KATARA AWAY.

KATARA

I told you! He's the real thing, Gran 

Gran! I finally found a bender to 

teach me.

GRAN GRAN

Katara, try not to put all your hopes 

in this boy.

KATARA

But he's special. I can tell. I sense 

he's filled with much wisdom.

SHE LOOKS OVER TO HER RIGHT. CUT TO AANG WITH HIS TONGUE 
FROZEN TO HIS STAFF, CHILDREN GATHERED AROUND HIM.
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AANG

[slurring] Sthee? Now my tongue ith 

thuck to my sthaff.

A CHILD NEXT TO HIM GRABS THE STAFF AND YANKS, BUT AANG'S 
TONGUE STAYS STUCK.

CHILDREN

[clapping] Tee hee!

FADE TO AN AFTERNOON OR SUNSET SHOT OF ZUKO'S SHIP CUTTING 
THROUGH THE WAVES, THEN CUT TO ZUKO FACING TWO FIRE NAVY 
SEAMEN. IROH SITS NEARBY.

EXT. FIRE NAVY SHIP, DAY

IROH

Again.

ZUKO BLASTS FIRE FROM HIS HANDS AT THE GUARDS, BUT MISSES. 
THEN THE GUARDS ATTACK ZUKO WITH BLASTS OF FIRE FROM THEIR 
FISTS, BUT ZUKO DODGES. HE BACK FLIPS OVER THE GUARDS TO LAND 
BEHIND THEM.

ZUKO

Ha! Heeya!

IROH SIGHS AND GETS UP.

IROH

No! Power in firebending comes from 

the breath. Not the muscles. The 

breath becomes energy in the body. The 

energy extends past your limbs and 

becomes fire.

IROH DEMONSTRATES, RELEASING A CONTROLLING PLUME OF FLAME 
THAT BURSTS IN FRONT OF ZUKO, BUT DOES NOT HIT HIM

IROH (CONT’D)

Get it right this time.
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ZUKO

Enough. I've been drilling this 

sequence all day. Teach me the next 

set. I'm more than ready.

IROH

No, you are impatient. You have yet to 

master your basics. [More forcefully] 

Drill it again!

ZUKO

Grrrr... huh!

HE BLASTS ONE OF THE GUARDS BACKWARDS WITH A GOUT OF FIRE.

ZUKO (CONT’D)

The sages tell us that the Avatar is 

the last airbender. He must be over a 

hundred years old by now. He's had a 

century to master the four elements. 

I'll need more than basic firebending 

to defeat him. You WILL teach me the 

advanced set!

IROH

Very well. But first I must finish my 

roast duck.

IROH BEGINS EATING

IROH (CONT’D)

Num num... num...

CUT TO A SHOT OF THE AFTERNOON SKY.
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EXT. SOUTHERN WATER TRIBE, DAY

THE SCREEN PANS DOWN TO REVEAL SOKKA, CLEARLY ADDRESSING AN 
AUDIENCE AS HE PACES BACK AND FORTH.

SOKKA

Now men, it's important that you show 

no fear when you face a firebender. In 

the Water Tribe, we fight to the last 

man standing. For without courage, how 

can we call ourselves men?

CUT TO THE AUDIENCE. IT IS A GROUP OF SIX CHILDREN, MOST OF 
WHOM ARE TODDLERS.

LITTLE BOY

[raising his hand] I gotta pee!

SOKKA

Listen! Until your fathers return from 

the war, they're counting on you to be 

the men of this tribe. And that means 

no potty breaks.

LITTLE BOY

But I really gotta go.

SOKKA

[sighing] Okay... who else has to go?

ALL SIX RAISE THEIR HANDS. SOKKA SLAPS HIS FOREHEAD IN 
DISGUST AS ALL SIX EXIT TO THE RIGHT. KATARA ENTERS FROM THE 
LEFT.

KATARA

Have you seen Aang? Gran Gran said he 

disappeared over an hour ago.
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CUT TO AANG EMERGING FROM A SMALL IGLOO TYPE BATHROOM STALL. 
HE ADJUSTS HIS PANTS AND SMILES AT THE TRIP OF BOYS COMING TO 
USE THE TOILET.

AANG

[gesturing over his shoulder at the 

toilet] Wow! Everything freezes in 

there!

CHILDREN

Hahaha!

SOKKA

Ugh! Katara, get him out of here. This 

lesson is for warriors only.

KID

[voice-over] Wheee!

CUT TO A REAR SHOT OF APPA, AANG ON HIS BACK. THEY HAVE 
PROPPED UP HIS TAIL USING A MAKESHIFT SAWHORSE. A KID HAS 
USED APPA'S BACK AND TAIL AS A SLIDE TO LAND IN A PILE OF 
SNOW. THE CHILDREN, AND SOON KATARA, ALL START LAUGHING.

SOKKA

Stop! Stop it right now! [to Aang] 

What's wrong with you? We don't have 

time for fun and games with a war 

going on.

AANG

What war? [he hops down off Appa] What 

are you talking about?

SOKKA

You're kidding, right?

AANG'S GAZE SHIFTS SLIGHTLY OFF OF SOKKA TO LOOK AT SOMETHING 
BEYOND HIM O.C.
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AANG

PENGUIN!!!

TO ACCENTUATE AANG'S EXCLAMATION THE SCREEN AROUND HIM 
VIBRATES SLIGHTLY IN A VISUAL EFFECT. CUT TO A SHOT OF A 
PENGUIN IN DISTANCE, VISIBLE BETWEEN SOKKA AND KATARA. THE 
CAMERA CLOSES ON THE PENGUIN ALMOST INSTANTLY. THE PENGUIN, 
AWARE THAT IT HAS BEEN SPOTTED, MAKES AN EXCITED NOISE AND 
TURNS TO WADDLE AWAY. AANG USES HIS AIRBENDING SKILL TO RUN 
AT UNBELIEVABLE SPEED TOWARD THE HORIZON WHERE THE PENGUIN 
HAD JUST BEEN.

SOKKA

He's kidding, right?
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ACT III

EXT. SOUTH POLE, DAY

FADE TO A BEACH LOADED WITH PENGUINS WHO WADDLE AROUND 
SQUAWKING. KATARA ENTERS, LOOKING FOR AANG.

KATARA

Aang?

CUT TO AANG CHASING SOME PENGUINS, BUT UNABLE TO CATCH THEM 
AS THE WADDLE AWAY.

AANG

Haha! Hey, come on little guy. Wanna 

go sledding?

AANG LUNGES, BUT FALLS FLAT ON HIS FACE. HE GETS BACK UP AS 
KATARA APPROACHES.

AANG (CONT’D)

Oof! Heh heh, I have a way with 

animals.

HE PUTS HIS ARMS OUT AND WADDLES IN IMITATION OF THE FOUR 
FLIPPERED PENGUINS

AANG (CONT’D)

Yarp! Yarp yarp! Yarp! Yarp yarp! 

Yarp!

KATARA

[giggles] Hahaha... Aang, I'll help 

you catch a penguin if you teach me 

waterbending.

AANG

You got a deal! Just one little 

problem.
(MORE)
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AANG (CONT’D)

I'm an airbender, not a waterbender. 

Isn't there someone in your tribe who 

can teach you?

KATARA

[looking away in sadness] No. You're 

looking at the only waterbender on the 

whole South Pole.

AANG

This isn't right. A waterbender needs 

to master water. What about the North 

Pole? There's another Water Tribe up 

there, right? Maybe they have 

waterbenders who could teach you.

KATARA

Maybe. But we haven't had contact with 

our sister tribe in a long time. It's 

not exactly 'turn right at the second 

glacier.' It's on the other side of 

the world.

AANG

But you forget: I have a flying bison. 

Appa and I can personally fly you to 

the North Pole. Katara, we're gonna 

find you a master!
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KATARA

[happily] That's... [then uncertain] I 

mean, I don't know. I've never left 

home before.

AANG

Well, you think about it. But in the 

meantime, can you teach me to catch 

one of these penguins?

KATARA

[mock teacherly tone] Okay, listen 

closely my young pupil. Catching 

penguins is an ancient and sacred art. 

Observe.

SHE PRODUCES A LITTLE FISH FROM HER COAT AND TOSSES IT AT 
AANG. HE IS INSTANTLY SURROUNDED BY A HORDE OF HUNGRY 
PENGUINS.

EXT. SOUTH POLE, AFTERNOON

FADE TO A SHOT OF AN ICE BANK. IT APPEARS TO BE LATE 
AFTERNOON. SUDDENLY, KATARA AND AANG ROCKET OFF THE ICE BANK, 
EACH SITTING ATOP A PENGUIN. THE LAND ON THE BANK BELOW AND 
CONTINUE DOWN AT HIGH SPEED ON THE PENGUIN'S BELLY. AANG AND 
HIS PENGUIN TAKE A JUMP OFF A SMALL RAMP, EVENTUALLY LANDING 
IN FRONT OF KATARA. SHE TAKES THE JUMP AND LANDS NEAR HIM. 
THEY LAUGH AND WHOOP HAPPILY.

KATARA

I haven't done this since I was a kid!

AANG

You still are a kid!

THEY CONTINUE TO ROCKET ACROSS THE FROZEN LANDSCAPE, 
EVENTUALLY ENTERING SYSTEM OF ICE TUNNELS. THE TUNNELS ARE 
HAVE PERIODIC GAPS WHERE SUNLIGHT POURS THROUGH.
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THEY EMERGE FROM THE TUNNELS AND GET OFF THEIR MOUNTS, WHICH 
STAND UP AND DIZZILY WANDER AWAY MAKING LITTLE CHIRPING 
NOISES. THEY WALK FORWARD, LOOKING AT SOMETHING IN FRONT OF 
THEM.

AANG (CONT’D)

Whoa... what is that?

CUT TO A HUGE SHIP LOCKED IN THE ICE IN FRONT OF THEM. IT IS 
A DERELICT FIRE NAVY SHIP, SILHOUETTED BY THE SUN BEHIND IT.

KATARA

[deathly serious] A Fire Navy ship, 

and a very bad memory for my people.

AANG BEGINS TO WALK TO THE SHIP.

KATARA (CONT’D)

Aang, stop! We're not allowed to go 

near it. The ship could be booby 

trapped.

AANG

If you wanna be a bender, you have to 

let go of fear.

SHE LOOKS UNCERTAIN, THEN FOLLOWS HIM TO THE SHIP. THEY CLIMB 
UP AND ENTER THE SHIP THROUGH A GAPING HOLE IN ONE OF THE 
FORWARD COMPARTMENTS BELOW THE WATER LINE. THEY WALK AROUND 
THE DARK CORRIDORS INSIDE PAST MANY A DARKENED ROOM.

KATARA

This ship has haunted my tribe since 

Gran Gran was a little girl. It was 

part of the Fire Nation's first 

attacks.
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AANG

Okay, back up. I have friends all over 

the world, even in the Fire Nation. 

I've never seen any war.

KATARA

Aang, how long were you in that 

iceberg?

AANG

I don't know... a few days, maybe?

KATARA

I think it was more like a hundred 

years!

AANG

What? That's impossible. Do I look 

like a hundred-twelve year old man to 

you?

KATARA

Think about it. The war is a century 

old. You don't know about it because, 

somehow, you were in there that whole 

time. It's the only explanation.

AANG PUTS HIS HAND TO HIS HEAD AND WALKS BACKWARD. STUNNED BY 
THIS REALIZATION, HE SINKS TO THE FLOOR.

AANG

A hundred years! I can't believe it.



31.

KATARA

[kneeling next to him] I'm sorry, 

Aang. Maybe somehow there's a bright 

side to all this.

AANG

I did get to meet you.

KATARA

[smiles] Come on. Let's get out of 

here.

SHE HELPS HIM BACK TO HIS FEET AND THEY START WALKING ONCE 
AGAIN. FADE TO AN EXTERIOR SHOT OF THE FIRE NAVY SHIP. CUT 
BACK TO AN INTERIOR SHOT OF THE SHIP AS AANG ENTERS A 
DARKENED ROOM ON THE SHIP, KATARA BEHIND IN THE HALLWAY.

KATARA (CONT’D)

Aang? Let's head back. This place is 

creepy.

AANG

Huh?

CUT TO A SHOT OF AANG'S FOOT DRAGGING A TRIP WIRE ON THE 
FLOOR. BEHIND THEM THE DOOR IS BLOCKED BY A GRATE THAT DROPS 
FROM THE CEILING. THEY GRAB IT JUST AFTER IT FALLS SHUT. THEY 
ARE TRAPPED.

AANG (CONT’D)

What's that you said about booby 

traps?

AROUND THEM, MACHINERY IN THE ROOM STARTS TO OPERATE. GAUGES 
SHOW STEAM PRESSURE AND WHEELS BEGIN TO TURN. STEAM BEGINS TO 
POUR OUT OF SOME OF THE EQUIPMENT. CUT TO AN EXTERIOR SHOT OF 
THE SHIP. SUDDENLY, A BRIGHT FLARE EXPLODES OUT OF THE FIRE 
NAVY SHIP AND INTO THE SKY, LEAVING A TRAIL OF SMOKE BEHIND 
IT. CUT BACK TO AANG AND KATARA LOOKING OUT THE WINDOW OF THE 
SHIP'S BRIDGE.
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AANG (CONT’D)

Uh oh.

CUT BACK TO THE FLARE AS IT RISES. WHEN IT REACHES ITS ZENITH 
IT EXPLODES WITH A SMALL SHOWER OF SPARKS. CUT BACK TO AANG 
AND KATARA WITH A WIDE SHOT ON THE BRIDGE. THERE IS A HOLE IN 
THE CEILING THAT AANG IS LOOKING AT.

AANG (CONT’D)

Hold on tight!

HE GRABS KATARA, WHO CRIES OUT IN SURPRISE, AND LAUNCHES THEM 
BOTH THROUGH THE HOLE IN THE CEILING. HE LANDS WITH HER IN 
HIS ARMS ON TOP OF THE BRIDGE.

EXT. FIRE NAVY SHIP, AFTERNOON

CUT TO A LONG SHOT OF THE FALLING FLARE AS SEEN THROUGH THE 
LENS OF A TELESCOPE. THE TELESCOPE FOLLOWS THE FLARE DOWN FOR 
A FEW MOMENTS, BEFORE SHIFTING DOWNWARDS TO SHOW AANG HOPPING 
DOWN THE SHIP AND THE ICE WHICH ENCASES IT TO THE GROUND 
BELOW, KATARA STILL IN HIS ARMS.

Uh oh.

CUT BACK TO THE FLARE AS IT RISES. WHEN IT REACHES ITS ZENITH 
IT EXPLODES WITH A SMALL SHOWER OF SPARKS. CUT BACK TO AANG 
AND KATARA WITH A WIDE SHOT ON THE BRIDGE. THERE IS A HOLE IN 
THE CEILING THAT AANG IS LOOKING AT.

AANG

Hold on tight!

HE GRABS KATARA, WHO CRIES OUT IN SURPRISE, AND LAUNCHES THEM 
BOTH THROUGH THE HOLE IN THE CEILING. HE LANDS WITH HER IN 
HIS ARMS ON TOP OF THE BRIDGE.

EXT. FIRE NAVY SHIP, AFTERNOON

CUT TO A LONG SHOT OF THE FALLING FLARE AS SEEN THROUGH THE 
LENS OF A TELESCOPE. THE TELESCOPE FOLLOWS THE FLARE DOWN FOR 
A FEW MOMENTS, BEFORE SHIFTING DOWNWARDS TO SHOW AANG HOPPING 
DOWN THE SHIP AND THE ICE WHICH ENCASES IT TO THE GROUND 
BELOW, KATARA STILL IN HIS ARMS.

ZUKO

[voice-over] The last airbender.
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CUT TO A PROFILE VIEW OF ZUKO LOOKING THROUGH HIS TELESCOPE

ZUKO (CONT’D)

Quite agile for his old age. Wake my 

uncle! Tell him I found the Avatar...

ZUKO LOOKS BACK INTO HIS TELESCOPE TO SEE AANG AND KATARA 
RUNNING ACROSS THE ICE AWAY FROM THE SHIP. HE THEN SCANS LEFT 
QUICKLY, THEN PULLS IT BACK RIGHT TO FOCUS ON KATARA'S 
VILLAGE.

ZUKO (CONT’D)

...as well as his hiding place.

CUT TO A CLOSE UP OF ZUKO'S LEFT EYE, THE SCARRED ONE, WHICH 
ARCHES IN DETERMINATION.

[END CREDITS]


