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(Presented by Academician N. I. Muskhelishvili, December 4, 1968)
The study of the integral equation

Kq= [ Kz — €)g(€) de = 2nf(x), o] <a. (1)

under various assumptions concerning the properties of the kernel k(¢) has been
the subject of numerous works (=7, etc.).

It has been established (°) that if K(z)—the Fourier transform of the function
k(t)—is a rational function, then (1), generally speaking, is solvable in closed
form. In applications the most frequent cases are those in which k(¢) has a
logarithmic singularity at zero and decreases exponentially at infinity. In (3)
a general method is given for constructing an asymptotic solution of equation
(1) as @ — 0. In the author s papers (®?) an asymptotic expansion of the
solution of equation (1) is constructed under the assumption that K(z) is a
meromorphic function. The method of these papers suggests the asymptotic
form of the solution of equation (1) for more general kernels arising in mixed
problems of elasticity theory and mathematical physics.

In the present note a theorem is presented which answers a number of general
questions concerning the properties of the solution of equation (1) for large
a. An analytic form of the solution is given and the domain of its existence
and uniqueness is indicated. The manner in which the theorem is applied is
illustrated by an example.

1. We shall assume that the function K(z) is even, real on the real axis,
regular in the domain Q: |o| < oo, |7| < a(0); z = o + i1; a(o) is an
even piecewise-smooth function possessing the properties a(o) > u > 0,
a(o) = 0(0°), 0 — 00, € > 0. It is assumed that in Q the function K (z)
has no zeros, and that the asymptotic estimate holds
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K(z) =22 [140(z Y], 2€Q, |z = o0 (k:(t):/: K(z)e' dz).
(2)

In this case the representation

K(z) = K, (2)K_(2), 3)

is valid, where K (z) is regular in the domain Q UImz > 0, and K_(z), respec-
tively, in Q U Im z < 0, and, moreover,

K. (2) ~cz703, z€Q, |z] = cc. (4)

Let us denote by A the set of functions ¢(2) regular in the domain Im z < —§
and admitting in § = QN Im z < —¢ the representation

P:) = (x)zl,  maxfu(z)| <oo,  S<p )

(6 > 0 is an arbitrarily small fixed number).

If in A one introduces the norm by the relation

lell 4 = max |e(z)],
z€S

then A becomes a Banach space.

Introduce for consideration the operator

K 2azt()dt
Hed 1 .
Fla, )¢ 2m/ et elhed mi<o. @

Here I is a contour that is the boundary of the domain 2 in the lower half-plane.
It is not difficult to see that F'(a, z) acts continuously in A.

By E denote the set of piecewise-smooth contours -, lying in the domain S, for
which the condition is satisfied

K 672(1125 dt
/ )t+z(23m o ed Tmz<o, (1)

and put
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inf|Imt| = p,,  y€E (8)

Since in (6) the integrand is regular in S, the contour I' may be deformed, i.e. E
is nonempty.

Theorem. The unique solution in L,(—a,a) (p > 1) of the integral equation
(1) with right-hand side f(x) € C{(—a,a) (A > 0.5) for values a > q, is given
by the relation

_ OO ®(n) inc OO
q(z) = /oo WB dn—;(—l)k[S(a—&—x)Fk(a, 2) P+
+S(a— ) F*(a, 2)¢p4]; 9)

a is the greatest root of the equation

—2agp K (t —2aq(it—p.,)
1= infmax & / 2K (t)e - |dt|. (10)
¥e€E zey 27 y (z+t)K ()t
Moreover, the representation
q(r) = w(x)(a? — 22)795, w(z) € C(—a,a), (11)
is valid, and for ¢,,(x)
— = @(7]) inx _ < _1\k k
Gy () = ¢dn =Y (=1)*[S(a+ z)F*(a, 2)i+
oo K(n) =

+S(a—2)F*(a, 2) 4]

the asymptotic estimate holds

[9(2) =gy (2)](a®—22)*° = O(exp[-2a(n—e)(n+1)]), = € [-a,a], a— oo
(12)

€ > 0 is an arbitrarily small fixed number.

Here the following notation has been introduced:

) = [ Sta-14dn v = 2R
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_ L[ et _ 7 omenman:
swr=gs [ TEES s@= [ emerar

0<e<upu, F%(a, z) is the k-th iteration of the operator F(a,z); (14)

C(—a,a) is the set of functions whose first derivative satisfies a Holder condi-
tion with exponent A on [—a,a]; C(—a,a) is the set of functions continuous on
[—a,al.

The proof of the theorem essentially uses the results of the works (10:11).

Remark. In relation (10) the contour v must be chosen in such a way that the
sign of the modulus over the function under the integral becomes immaterial.

2. As an example, consider the case occurring in the theory of elasticity (*)
and mathematical physics (1¢), when k(t) = 2K, (bt) is the Macdonald
function. Put f(z) = expinz, Imn = 0. Obviously, f(x) € C{(—a,a).

For the given case the values K(z), K (z), K_(z) have the form

K(z) = (22 +b%)705, K. (z) = (b—iz)705, K _(2) = (b+1i2)7%5. (15)

The function K (z) is regular in the complex plane with a cut joining the branch
points ib, —ib along the imaginary axis through the point at infinity. Similarly,
K, (z) and K_(z) are regular in the complex plane with cuts from —ib to —ioco
and from b to ioco, respectively. The branches of the functions are chosen from
the conditions as z — oo:

K(z) — 271, K. (2) = z %% exp(in/4), K (2) — 279 exp(in/4).
(16)
Obviously, ®(x) = 6(x — 1), the Dirac delta function, and from (13) it follows
that

Yop =€MVbtin(t—n)"t g =M b—in(t+n) . (17)

As the contour I' one may take a contour lying on the left and right banks of
the cut joining the points —ib, —ico. The domain S will be the entire lower
half-plane with a cut.

Relation (6) for F(a, z)p, taking into account the chosen contour I', can be
represented in the form
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—2ab 00 o b —2aT1 d
Fla)p= - [ YIAEle AT (18)
Ty V2b+7(T+b+iz)
Substituting relation (17) into (18), we obtain
em/b+in [~ VTe 2 dr
Fla, 0y = / . —
™ o V2b+T(T+b+it)(T+b—in)

The value F'(a, )iy, is given by relation (19), in which it is necessary to replace
1 by —7.

To construct F2(a, 2)1y, it is necessary to apply operation (18) again to (19),
and so on.

The solution of the integral equation can be represented in the form

q(z) =lerf/(b+in)(a+ z) + erf /(b —in)(a — x) — 1] K_1(77> exp inz
¥ m expl—bla + @) — ina + fZT—Z) expl—bla— ) + ina]

00 2 [T .
- kzl(—l)k [S(a+z)F*(a,2)), + S(a —z)F¥(a, 2),. 4] erfz = NG /0 et dt.

The expression standing outside the summation sign represents the zero term
of the asymptotic expansion of the solution as a — oco. It was first obtained by
V. M. Aleksandrov (4).

From property (12) it follows that the order of the remainder term is
O(exp[2a(b—¢€)]) (@ = o). This circumstance also explains the high effective-
ness of the zero term of the asymptotics in contact problems.

To determine a, it is necessary to solve equation (10). Let us find an approxi-
mate value a* > a, by solving equation (10) for the case when I is taken as the
contour . The equation for a* takes the form

—2a*b o —2a*T
1= max < VT ze ‘dT . (20)
z€0,00] T Jy V2b+T|T+b+iz[(T+Db)
From (20) one obtains an equation for a; > a* of the form
00—t

With the aid of the tables [12], the following estimate for a, is determined:
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a; < 0.015671. (22)

Thus, the series (9) represents the solution of the integral equation (1) for
0.01507 ! < a < 0.

In contact problems of the theory of elasticity [4] the value is b = 2, and the
series indicated above represents the solution on the interval

0.0075 < a < o0. (23)
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