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EMISSION OF HIGH-ENERGY o-PARTICLES
IN NUCLEAR DISINTEGRATIONS BY PRO-
TONS

In the study of nuclear disintegrations of the star type by cosmic-ray particles,
fragments of rather high energy, of the order of several tens of electron-volts per
nucleon, are recorded. Sometimes the energy of the fragments is so high that it is
impossible to explain their emission by the mechanisms of nuclear evaporation
or fission. Although such cases have long been observed and discussed by a
number of authors (1), the question has still not received a definite theoretical
explanation.

In the literature there are various attempts to explain the emission of high-
energy fragments. For example, in paper (?) this phenomenon is explained
by the existence of nuclear forces with a large radius of action, which can act
on aggregates of nucleons without causing their destruction. Some authors
(34) relate this phenomenon to a cascade process in the nucleus, while others
(°) relate it to intense local heating near the nuclear surface in the process
of a nuclear cascade. V. I. Veksler (%) allowed for the appearance of high-
energy fragments on the basis of the meson theory of nuclear forces; however,
it is not known how this occurs. D. I. Blokhintsev (") made a calculation
according to which high-energy fragments may appear due to fluctuations of
nuclear matter, reducible to collisions of the incident particle with dense clusters
of nucleons inside the nucleus. The results of experiments (®) on the knocking-
out of deuterons from nuclei by protons with an energy of 675 MeV can be
explained by fluctuations, but the fluctuation mechanism cannot explain the
emission of a-particles or heavier fragments. Therefore, the discovery of a-
particles of very high energy in nuclear disintegrations is of interest.

In recent experiments (), carried out with the proton beam of the CERN syn-
chrophasotron, high-energy deuterons and tritons were found, but no a-particles
at all were found. In stars formed by cosmic rays, high-energy a-particles were
also not found (#). In paper (1), devoted to the study of the emission of frag-
ments with energy greater than 60 MeV per nucleon, a-particles were recorded,
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but their energy did not exceed tens of megaelectron-volts per nucleon. There-
fore we carried out intensive searches for very energetic a-particles in stars
formed by protons with an energy of 9 BeV in stacks of photographic emulsion.

A very simple but rather effective method was used: at first a-particles were
identified from singly charged particles only by the range. Indeed, if a “black”
track belongs, for example, to a proton, then it must have a length less than
0.3-0.4 cm, whereas if the same track was left by an a-particle, its length may
be up to 9 cm. If, however, “gray” tracks are studied, then in the case of a
proton the track must blacken within 1-1.5 cm, whereas a “gray” track left by
an a-particle retains a grain density (> 4g,,;,) over a length of 30 cm. Such
a track unquestionably belongs to an a-particle, and its energy will be of the
order of 1-2 BeV.

After such a preliminary search, the tracks found are analyzed in detail by
various methods in order to ascertain the reliability of the particle identification.
The results of the analysis of a number of very fast a-particles emitted in the
process of nuclear disintegration in photographic emulsion irradiated at the
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Fig. 1. Dependence of track width on range length. 1—protons; 2—a-particles,
3—Li; 4—Be

Figure 1: Fig. 1. Dependence of track width on range length. 1—protons; 2—
a-particles, 3—Li; 4—Be
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* See Fig. 1. ** See Fig. 2.

in the proton beam of the synchrophasotron of the Joint Institute for Nuclear
Research in Dubna are given in Table 1. The value of the kinetic energy of
the a-particle is given from measurements of its multiple Coulomb scattering.
For example, for track No. 2 (energy value about 600 MeV), application of the
width-measurement method for identification confirms that this track belongs
to an a-particle, as is seen from Fig. 1. The constant-sagitta method (Fig. 2)
also confirms that it is an a-particle. Of course, not all methods can be applied
to the particle tracks found. For example, the method of measuring the track
width in the region near stopping and the “sagitta” method are not applicable
in the case where the track cannot be traced to its very stopping point within
the photographic-emulsion stack.

Fig. 1. Dependence of track width on range length. 1—protons; 2—a-particles,
3—Li; 4—Be

Thus, the analysis shows that all 14 tracks in Table 1 belong to a-particles
with kinetic energies from 100 to 2000 MeV. This thereby proves the emission
of a-particles of very high energy in nuclear

Fig. 2. Histogram of the distribution of particles by the second difference EN.
1—a-particles; 2—D, T; 3—protons

disintegrations produced by protons with energy 9 GeV. It should be noted,
however, that some of the analyzed tracks may belong to Heg, which is poorly
separated from He4, i.e., from a-particles.
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Fig. 2. Histogram of the distribution of particles by the second difference Eﬂ.
1—a-particles; 2—D, T; 3—protons

Figure 2: Fig. 2. Histogram of the distribution of particles by the second
difference D,,. 1—a-particles; 2—D, T; 3—protons

In conclusion we note that G. O. Treibergova and co-workers, in the same way,
detected a-particles of very high energy emitted from stars produced by -
mesons with energy 7 GeV.
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