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Abstract
Full Text
PHYSICS
V. D. SUTULA

ON DISPERSION RELATIONS IN NONLO-
CAL FIELD THEORY
(Presented by Academician N. N. Bogolyubov, 13 IV 1961)

1. Usually the existence of dispersion relations is associated with the causality of
the theory, as is the case in ordinary local field theory. The question of dispersion
relations in nonlocal field theory was discussed by a number of authors (1,2),
who proceeded from the condition [𝑗(𝑥), 𝑗(𝑦)] = 0 for (𝑥 − 𝑦)2 > 𝑙0. However,
this condition is not a condition of macrocausality and cannot be used to obtain
dispersion relations. The errors in papers (2,3) consist in using, in order to obtain
dispersion relations, an expression of the scattering matrix element through
𝑇 (𝑗(𝑥), 𝑗(𝑦)), which does not hold in nonlocal field theory, since in deriving this
expression the usual local commutation relations were essentially used (3).
Below we investigate the question of obtaining dispersion relations using the
macrocausality condition obtained in (4).
2. In (4) the following estimate was obtained
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where 𝑇 𝑅 is the scattering matrix element; 𝑎 is the width of the wave packet, mul-
tiplied by 𝐶 = min𝑟 | Im 𝐶𝑟|; 𝐶𝑟 is a pole of the form factor; 𝐵𝑠 = ∫ |𝑉 (𝑠)(𝑥)| 𝑑𝑥;
𝑉 (𝑥) is the wave packet. The derivative is taken with respect to time. For
noninteger 𝑠 we shall take the nearest larger integer.

Let us estimate the growth of the quantities 𝐵𝑠, assuming here that the wave
packets are such that 𝐵𝑠 grow most slowly. We have
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𝑖 are the roots of the 𝑠-th derivative. It is easy to see that the inequality

holds
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We have taken 𝐵0 = 1.
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Then 𝐵𝑠 > 2(𝑠 + 1)(𝑠 + 1)!, or 𝐵𝑠 ≈ 2𝛼𝑠+1(𝑠 + 1)(𝑠 + 1)!, where 𝛼 is not much
greater than 1.

Now we shall assume that, at least for large 𝑧0, the estimate

|𝑇 𝑅| ≤ 𝑘𝑒−𝜆|𝑧0|

holds.

From the requirement that (1) be satisfiable for arbitrary 𝑎 and 𝑛, we obtain

𝜆 ≥ (1/𝑎
√

2)1/2 ∼ 1,

i.e., the “elementary length”𝑙0 ≈ 1/𝑐.

3. We shall now consider the scattering of a scalar neutral particle of mass
𝑚 by a scalar charged particle, analogously to paper (4). Choosing the
reference frame in which the momentum of the scatterer p = 0, for forward
scattering we obtain
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Introduce the quantity
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Then
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where

𝜔𝑅
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From (3) it is easy to establish that the quantity

𝑒−𝑖𝐸𝑙(𝑇 𝑅 − 𝜔𝑅
𝑙 )

can be analytically continued into the lower half-plane by the method used in
(5). One can likewise introduce the quantity

𝑒𝑖𝐸𝑙(𝑇 𝐴 − 𝜔𝐴
𝑙 )

and construct a function analytic in the upper half-plane, with the exception
of cuts along the real axis (−∞, −𝑚), (𝑚, +∞). The dispersion relations are
obtained without particular difficulty. However, they will contain 𝜔𝑅

𝑙 and 𝜔𝐴
𝑙 ,

which can only be estimated. To estimate them we introduce the quantity
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According to equality (9) of paper (4),
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3

[(𝑘2 − 𝑚2) ̃𝐴(𝑘) ̃𝑉𝑋(𝑘) ̃𝑉𝑋+𝑍(𝑘)] 𝑑𝑘̄.

After differentiation, one obtains a sum of expressions containing derivatives of
the Fourier transforms of the wave packets, which will lead to consideration,
instead of wave packets, of the quantities 𝑥(𝑠)

𝑗 ̃𝑉 (𝑥); but these quantities belong
to the same class as 𝑉 (𝑥), and the character of the estimates for 𝑇 𝑅

1 (𝑧) remains
the same as for 𝑇 𝑅(𝑧).
The estimate for 𝜔𝑅

𝑙 will have the form

|𝜔𝑅
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It follows from the estimate for 𝑇 𝑅 that ∣𝜔𝑅
𝑙 ∣ ≪ const ⋅ 𝑙0𝑒−𝑙/𝑙0 . We see that,

for sufficiently small 𝑙, the difference from the usual dispersion relations will
be negligible. In conclusion, we note that we have operated with wave packets
of finite extent, although in reality such packets cannot be realized, since their
Fourier transforms must contain frequencies of one sign. However, real packets
will differ very little from those used by us, and estimates can be made of the
influence of their “tails.”

The results obtained indicate that, even if a modification of the dispersion re-
lations in nonlocal field theory proves impossible, nevertheless for a small “ele-
mentary length”the usual “local”dispersion relations are almost satisfied.
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In conclusion I express my gratitude to V. V. Medvedev for numerous pieces of
advice and for discussion of the results.
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