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Abstract

[Purpose/Significance] This study summarizes and analyzes the genesis and cur-
rent status of space renovation in university libraries both domestically and
internationally, aiming to provide reference and guidance for space renovation
initiatives in Chinese university libraries.

[Method/Process] Through analyzing the origins and developmental status of
university library space renovation domestically and internationally, this pa-
per identifies constraining factors related to concept, scale, and standards in
the spatial development process. Based on these findings, it delineates the
innovation-driven pathways for space renovation in Chinese university libraries.

[Results/Conclusion] By embracing the concept of the third-generation library
as the guiding philosophy for university library space renovation, this approach
promotes the construction and practice of dynamic spaces, drives the cultivation
of innovative talents and mechanism reconstruction, thereby comprehensively
unleashing and enhancing the value and efficacy of library spaces.
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Abstract

[Purpose/Significance] This paper summarizes and analyzes the origins and
current state of space reengineering in university libraries both domestically and
internationally, aiming to provide reference and guidance for space transforma-
tion initiatives in Chinese university libraries. [Method/Process] Through
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analysis of the origins and developmental status of university library space
reengineering worldwide, this study identifies constraining factors in concepts,
scale, and standards during the evolution of library spaces, and subsequently
points out the innovative drivers for space reengineering in Chinese univer-
sity libraries. [Result/Conclusion]| The paper proposes adopting the third-
generation library concept as the guiding philosophy for university library space
reengineering, promoting the construction and practice of active learning spaces,
driving innovative talent cultivation and mechanism reconstruction, and com-
prehensively unleashing and enhancing the value and efficiency of library spaces.

Space constitutes a crucial resource for libraries, serving as the foundation and
guarantee for service expansion and transformation exploration. Consequently,
space reengineering and service innovation have increasingly attracted attention
within the library community. University library spaces should not be limited to
reading functions alone, but should gradually evolve toward user-oriented mod-
els that emphasize competency-based drivers and innovative literacy cultivation.
By creating interactive, community-oriented spaces with proactive service char-
acteristics, libraries can fulfill their spatial agency role and comprehensively
support national innovative talent development.
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1 The Evolution of University Library Space Reengineering
1.1 The Origins of Library Space Reengineering

Space reengineering represents a critical measure for service transformation and
innovation in university libraries under new business models. American uni-
versity libraries have consistently led global trends in space reengineering, pio-
neering both spatial layouts and functional services. The architectural history
of American academic libraries has evolved through functionalist, rationalist,
and innovation-examination periods [1]. Beyond basic collection and reading
functions, these libraries have emphasized shaping readers’ humanistic literacy,
learning capabilities, and innovative skills—constituting the fundamental driv-
ing force behind library space reengineering.

The origin of space reengineering can be traced to the “Information Arcade”
proposed by the University of Iowa Library in August 1992 [2], which became
the global precursor to the Information Commons (IC) model. In 1999, the
University of North Carolina Library opened its IC space, whose director D.R.
Beagle first introduced the IC concept with two dimensions: first, a fully on-
line virtual environment where digital technology integrates “completely differ-
ent information resources” into an IC space, enabling users to simultaneously
search collections and various online digital resources through a single interface;
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second, a new physical facility—either a library department or an entire floor—
specifically designed to organize workspaces and provide services around this in-
tegrated virtual environment. An American Library Association (ARL) report
indicated that by July 2004, 30% of ARL member libraries had implemented IC
construction and offered innovative services [3]. In 2005, IFLA advocated for
enhanced information commons development among libraries worldwide. Bea-
gle further refined his theory in 2006, stating that a well-functioning IC space
comprises three components: physical space, virtual space, and cultural space.
Physical space includes computer hardware, furniture, and traditional library
collections; virtual space encompasses digital collections, online tools, e-learning
resources, and portals; and cultural space comprises environments for learning,
discussion, tutoring, and collaborative research [4].

In China, the information commons concept was introduced in 2005, proposing
changes to traditional library spatial layouts and emphasizing the value and
advantages of libraries as places [5]. The first Chinese university to practice
this concept was the Shanghai Institute of Visual Arts at Fudan University,
which renovated and established an information commons in September 2006
featuring information consultation, group discussion, multimedia viewing, and
individual study functions [6]. Since then, Chinese university libraries have
begun experimenting with and focusing on information commons development.

1.2 Progress in Library Space Reengineering

Driven by personalized and diversified reader needs and influenced by the spa-
tial turn paradigm, university libraries worldwide have rapidly advanced space
reengineering initiatives. Under Japan’s Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology guidance, Japanese university libraries have incorpo-
rated space reengineering into strategic plans and steadily implemented prac-
tical transformations. For instance, the University of Tokyo Library aims to
construct and implement academic commons, while Kyushu University Library
positions itself as an academic information infrastructure space supporting learn-
ing, education, and research activities [7]. By the end of 2010, 27 Canadian
university libraries (approximately 27.6% of all universities) had established
learning commons, with Queen’s University Library representing the most typ-
ical case through its two-phase renovation emphasizing collaborative learning
and research environment construction [8]. Australian university libraries have
focused on creating diversified service-integrated learning spaces with emphasis
on effectiveness evaluation, such as Deakin University Library’s attention to di-
versification, interactivity, technological advancement, and humanization when
designing reader space requirements.

Relative to international developments, Chinese university library space con-
struction started later. Although libraries in Hong Kong, Taiwan, and some
coastal provinces have developed rapidly, the overall progress has been weak
with noticeable gaps. In recent years, with the normalization of space devel-
opment, projects such as Tsinghua University’s “iCenter,” Shanghai Jiao Tong
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University’s “SJTU-JD Maker Space,” and Wuhan University’s “Maker Space”
have become benchmarks for Chinese university library space construction [9].
Chongqing University Library has focused on developing cultural spaces with
a “Republic of China style” theme, including the Boya Academy, new book
reading rooms, and collections of rare books and cultural relics to evoke read-
ers’ memories of Republican-era culture and history. Shenyang Normal Univer-
sity (hereafter “SYNU”) Library has developed ten spaces centered on reading
spaces, including art appreciation, classic recitation, creative picture books, and
Chinese studies lectures, highlighting the functions and characteristics of teacher
education. Shanghai Jiao Tong University Library’s “SJTU-JD” maker space
concentrates on innovation and entrepreneurship support, providing knowledge
sharing, creative exchange, and collaborative creation.

2 Weaknesses in University Library Space Reengineering
2.1 Weak Concept Validation

Although space has become a crucial resource and leverage point for library
transformation and development, weak concept validation remains the great-
est obstacle to space renovation and service innovation. This stems primarily
from three factors: First, mindset resistance—space transformation involves
not merely functional upgrades but a fundamental subversion of traditional li-
brary functions and learning modalities. Introducing non-traditional services
to broaden libraries’ cultural functions inevitably impacts traditional services
offered within limited spaces, posing an ideological challenge for some libraries
[10]. Second, unclear objectives—space renovation represents functional innova-
tion that cannot be accomplished overnight but remains an ongoing process con-
tinuously adapted to changing reader needs and external environments. For ex-
ample, Northeastern University Library’s space reengineering has been achieved
through cyclical processes of “assessment — renovation — re-assessment — re-
renovation” [11]. Third, skepticism about effectiveness—space service outcomes
include both long-term effects (such as improvements in reader capabilities and
literacy) and short-term effects (such as resource utilization and audience size),
with some being explicit and immediately visible while others remain implicit.
Therefore, objective evaluation criteria are essential; effectiveness cannot be
judged based on a single indicator alone.

2.2 Slow Implementation Pace

Although reader demand-oriented renovation of traditional library spaces
represents new momentum for innovative library development, the overall
progress of university library space reengineering has remained slow after
nearly two decades. Major influencing factors include: First, unscientific
planning—space renovation requires forward-looking and sustainable planning,
preferably through top-level design, otherwise directly affecting renovation
progress and effectiveness. Japanese university libraries generally incorporate
space renovation into development plans to ensure sustainable development; for
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example, the University of Tokyo Library formulated a 2012-2018 development
plan when renovating its old building [5]. Second, insufficient funding—some
universities face tight budgets with minimal investment in library space
reengineering and lack social capital injection, severely affecting renovation
progress. This phenomenon is particularly evident and difficult to resolve in
China’s economically underdeveloped regions. Third, spatial constraints—some
university libraries are limited by physical premises without adequate space for
renovation, a common challenge faced by many university libraries, especially
older facilities.

2.3 Lack of Standardized Implementation

In recent years, as cultural institutions, library spaces have exhibited character-
istics of diversification, integration, and academic orientation. Various forms of
learning spaces have emerged in university libraries. However, the absence of
unified standards and norms has resulted in libraries undertaking renovations
without guidelines, leading to vastly different service outcomes: First, lack of
construction standards—no basic requirements for area, lighting, equipment,
networking, or resources, resulting in uneven space quality, with some spaces
containing only a few tables and chairs. Second, lack of management standards—
such as whether dedicated departments or professional personnel manage spaces,
including reservation auditing, equipment debugging, usage guidance, and li-
brarian support, and whether effective support from space to services can be
provided. Third, lack of service standards—mno clear requirements for services
that spaces should provide or functions they should support, particularly lacking
systematic long-term planning for reader capability development and enhance-
ment.

3 Driving Forces for Space Reengineering in Chinese Uni-
versity Libraries

3.1 Embracing the Third-Generation Library as the Guiding Philos-
ophy

Wu Jianzhong’s concept of the third-generation library originated from research
conducted for the Shanghai Library East Branch. The third-generation library
is not only a knowledge center but also a learning center and communication
hub, emphasizing human needs, accessibility, openness, ecological environment
construction, and organic resource integration [12]. Thus, the third-generation
library represents both a subversion and transcendence of traditional libraries
in terms of functions and missions, indicating the future direction of library
development. Its main characteristics can be summarized as: promoting knowl-
edge supply and circulation through diverse carriers to meet reading needs;
innovating communication environments to facilitate reader interaction and so-
cial functions that support innovative development; emphasizing multi-element
literacy and cultural inclusiveness to ensure equal information access rights;
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and stimulating community vitality by rooting knowledge services in communi-
ties to promote knowledge sharing [10]. As important campus cultural centers
and second classrooms, university libraries should fully exploit their value and
significance as places, adapting to the transformation from borrowing-oriented
to activity- and connotation-oriented operations. Both external spatial expres-
sion and internal spatial functions will break through the traditional three-part
model of preservation, processing, and reading spaces.

The concept’s characteristics manifest in three aspects: (1) Spatial form diversi-
fication and decentralization—innovative communication environments have in-
jected new vitality into library space reengineering, gradually breaking through
three-part limitations. With readers as the main body and activities as the
center, spaces evolve from information commons to learning commons, from
knowledge commons to research commons, and from academic commons to
maker spaces, with multiple forms collaboratively supporting reader growth.
For example, Shanghai Jiao Tong University Library’s “SJTU-JD Maker Space”
jointly created with JD.com focuses on supporting innovation competitions and
entrepreneurial practice, while Dongbei University of Finance and Economics
Library’s academic discussion space emphasizes academic salons and thematic
seminars. In terms of distribution, spaces are not limited to centralized loca-
tions within libraries but present decentralized, radiating patterns extending
from the library to dormitory areas, teaching zones, experimental areas, or aca-
demic departments. For instance, SYNU Library’s “Classic Reading Book Bars”
co-created with the School of Marxism and School of Chinese Language and Lit-
erature are located within secondary colleges. (2) Spatial resource digitalization
and intelligence—digital technology has accelerated library data evolution, mak-
ing resource dataization a trend and characteristic that enables structuring and
semanticization. By capturing and analyzing reader usage trajectories, libraries
can create intelligent resource environments where resources extend wherever
readers are located. For example, Chongqing University Library’s smart service
portal launched on September 21, 2016, represents a new-generation smart li-
brary service platform based on resource metadata, achieving data integration
and intelligent services that lead China’s library digitalization and intelligence
direction [13]. (3) Spatial service proactivity and cultural orientation—space ser-
vices are not limited to simple space utilization but actively and proactively cre-
ate collaborative, diversified, and communicative interactive communities driven
by reader needs, providing comprehensive three-dimensional and proactive sup-
port to attract reader participation. Cultural orientation primarily manifests
in spatial cultural functions, where services should not be limited to lectures,
salons, or reports but should emphasize $Z## cultural elements behind activities,
reflecting cultural inclusiveness and making spatial services more culturally vi-
brant and appealing, particularly in reading culture leadership, campus culture
construction, and classical culture inheritance. For example, Shanghai Jiao
Tong University Library’s “IC? Humanities Expansion Program” launched in
2009 promotes campus cultural construction with the mission of “illuminating
reading, inspiring humanities, and promoting culture” [14].

chinarxiv.org/items/chinaxiv-202307.00530 Machine Translation


https://chinarxiv.org/items/chinaxiv-202307.00530

ChinaRxiv [$X]

3.2 Advancing Space Reengineering from the Perspective of Innova-
tive Talent Cultivation

In recent years, the pace and scale of global innovation and entrepreneurship
have reached unprecedented heights, becoming key to worldwide economic re-
balancing and enhancing national core competitiveness [15]. Since China im-
plemented the “Mass Entrepreneurship and Innovation” national strategy in
2014, innovative talent cultivation has become an important goal of university
education reform and development planning, simultaneously driving libraries to
comprehensively and £%2 participate in innovative talent cultivation exploration
and practice. Serving innovative talent cultivation aligns with both national
strategic needs and university libraries’ intrinsic demands for functional trans-
formation and service deepening. Specific driving factors include three aspects:

(1) Serving innovative talent cultivation represents the proper role of libraries
as core carriers of innovative knowledge reserves and promotion appli-
cations. University libraries play vital roles in shaping campus culture,
enhancing readers’ information literacy capabilities, and fostering innova-
tion and entrepreneurship atmospheres. Various maker spaces and crowd-
sourcing spaces have emerged as important bases and effective tools for
libraries to drive innovative talent cultivation. These spaces provide not
only venues for community interaction but more importantly, strong sup-
port for cultivating innovation capabilities, stimulating creative inspira-
tion, and supporting entrepreneurial practice. For example, Tsinghua
University’s iCenter is currently the world’s largest campus maker space,
serving as a comprehensive innovative talent education and training base
combining creative discussion and advanced manufacturing workshops,
engineering training bases, open maker studios, and interdisciplinary re-
search labs, playing a benchmark role in promoting readers’ innovative
knowledge accumulation and capability shaping [16].

(2) Serving innovative talent cultivation represents a strategic choice for
libraries’ supply-side structural reform. In recent years, library visitation
rates have declined significantly, with obvious resource idleness and
particularly prominent “supply failure.” The reality is not that readers
do not need libraries, but that library services on the supply side cannot
effectively meet readers’ real demands on the demand side [17]. Reader
demand-driven passive service models urgently need transformation.
Through supply-side structural reform, libraries can deeply #i#E and
comprehensively enhance service efficiency, shifting from passive to proac-
tive supply services: adhering to people-oriented principles, promoting
supply through demand, emphasizing reader experience and implicit
demands; advancing precise resource supply; strengthening librarians’
innovative service capability construction; and reinforcing integrated
collaborative service capabilities of resources, librarians, and spaces to
reproduce spatial value. For example, SYNU Library uses its maker space
as a base for innovation and entrepreneurship education and practice
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guidance, offering innovation courses and providing incubation support
for entrepreneurship through maker gas stations, creative workshops, and
maker lecture halls.

(3) Serving innovative talent cultivation represents libraries’ responsibility
and commitment to comprehensive participation in collaborative educa-
tion. The “Regulations on Libraries in Regular Institutions of Higher
Education” issued by the Ministry of Education on December 31, 2015,
clearly states that the main functions of academic libraries are educational
and information service functions [18]. In reality, libraries have focused
more on information service functions while educational functions remain
relatively weak with insufficient attention and professional cultivation [19].
Faced with dual pressures of declining visitation and circulation rates, li-
braries cannot ignore how to strengthen educational functions. Educa-
tional functions refer not only to supporting readers’ learning capability
improvement but also to shaping innovative capabilities including prac-
tical ability, creativity, reading ability, cultural quality, moral quality,
and artistic quality. Libraries should conduct space renovations to create
foundational educational environments and fully leverage their mission
in collaborative and innovative education. For example, Southwest Uni-
versity Library’s music space launched in 2017 is dedicated to enhancing
readers’ musical literacy.

3.3 Actively Promoting University Library Space Reengineering and
Service Models

From ancient book repositories to modern libraries, library spaces have evolved
through collection spaces, circulation spaces, dissemination spaces, and commu-
nication spaces. Their functions have expanded from initial book preservation
to reading and documentation support centers, and further to comprehensive,
digital media resource support [20]. Mobile internet-based cross-platform knowl-
edge services are accelerating library space reengineering, as spatial resources
determine libraries’ stages and missions. University library space reengineering
has always progressed through exploration and experimentation, comprehen-
sively supporting school innovation talent cultivation and cultural inheritance.
Specific implementation should proceed from several aspects:

(1) Ubiquitous and hierarchical reading spaces. As reading promotion deep-
ens, readers demand more nuanced reading spaces, content, and carriers.
First, driven by mobile internet, print book reading has declined signifi-
cantly. Reading should not be limited to physical spaces but should ac-
tively expand to networked reading communities and promote fragmented
reading. For example, Wuhan University Library’s “Cloud Reading” repre-
sents a successful practice of mobile, digital, and ubiquitous reading spaces
based on smart terminals, allowing readers to enjoy reading anytime and
anywhere. Second, reading content directly determines readers’ reading
intentions. While Patron-Driven Acquisitions (PDA) has become normal-
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ized for online and offline readers, content push should systematically
analyze readers’ effective reading data, research data, and learning data
to achieve precise and hierarchical aggregation and push, reducing read-
ers’ time costs and improving content acquisition accuracy. Finally, read-
ing carriers have diversified due to content digitalization, with libraries
providing different knowledge forms and service models. For example,
Chongqing University Library’s e-book reading service jointly launched
with JD Reading, supported by JD’s professional readers and massive
e-book collections, creates an ecological reading service. Tsinghua Uni-
versity Library Li Wenzheng Library’s waterfall-style e-books represent
a streaming carrier service providing readers with entirely new reading
experiences.

(2) Diversified and community-oriented communication spaces. Influenced
by the third-generation library concept, library spaces increasingly focus
on inspiring, discovering, and cultivating readers’ community capabilities,
constructing interactive spaces oriented toward the future and communica-
tion. First is functional diversification—communication spaces should not
be limited to learning discussions but should expand to language exchange,
writing exchange, maker exchange, and cultural exchange, supporting ac-
tivities of different scales including speeches, reports, sharing sessions,
roadshows, and exhibitions, equipped with corresponding hardware, re-
sources, and technical support. Second is service community-orientation—
the purpose of communication lies in community sharing and creation
to promote individual capability enhancement. The general process in-
volves first describing individual creativity within a community scope, then
through brainstorming and other forms, diverging thinking and broaden-
ing horizons, ultimately focusing on innovation and cultivating readers’
innovative thinking capabilities.

(3) Professionalized and systematic maker spaces. Against the “Mass En-
trepreneurship and Innovation” social backdrop, university libraries us-
ing maker spaces as positions to leverage professional advantages and
build systematic platforms for comprehensively supporting readers’ in-
novation and entrepreneurship capability cultivation has become an un-
shirkable responsibility and mission. First, maker space environments
must be standardized and professional—whether cultivating innovation
literacy or shaping entrepreneurial capabilities, they must strictly follow
relevant industry standards and operational processes while providing pro-
fessional equipment, technology, and human resources support to ensure
high starting points and strict requirements. Second, maker services must
be continuous and systematic—the cultivation of readers’ innovation and
entrepreneurship capabilities should be conducted as core library busi-
ness with normalized operations, potentially establishing dedicated de-
partments for management, with services provided continuously and dy-
namically to offer systematic guidance, services, and support.
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(4) Open and integrated cultural spaces. Cultural confidence constitutes an
inexhaustible driving force for a nation’s sustainable development. As
campus cultural centers, university libraries should assume responsibil-
ity for cultivating readers’ cultural confidence. First, construct diversified
and open cultural spaces—cultural confidence originates from cultural per-
ception and cognition. By creating characteristic spaces for music appre-
ciation, art analysis, cultural exhibitions, classic recitation, and regional
culture, libraries create opportunities for readers to access elegant and tra-
ditional culture, adhering to inclusive, open, shared, and progressive prin-
ciples. For example, SYNU Library has created university motto cultural
walls on floors one through four and a university anthem wall in its maker
space to promote campus cultural inheritance. Second, promote cultural
integration and innovation—university libraries should gradually improve
readers’ cultural capabilities through cultural spaces, inviting masters for
professional interpretation and popularization to guide future directions
and continuously promote the common prosperity of diverse cultures. Ad-
ditionally, libraries should strengthen the digitalization, long-term preser-
vation, and utilization of their institution’s original resources to promote
original content generation. For example, Chongqing University Library’s
newly established University Archives comprehensively collects and dis-
plays original works by faculty and students both online and offline, cre-
ating a cultural atmosphere to promote cultural re-creation.

3.4 Highlighting the Active Learning Concept for Talent Cultivation
Mechanism Innovation

The active learning concept emphasizes readers’ principal status, with cooper-
ation, initiative, and innovation at its core. Through guidance, support, and
promotion, it encourages readers to actively participate in library activities or
management affairs. Supply determines demand, while demand simultaneously
affects supply, helping readers acquire abilities or potential for autonomous
knowledge construction and practical problem-solving, thereby optimizing tal-
ent cultivation models and advancing talent cultivation mechanism innovation.
Active talent cultivation represents the demand and manifestation for university
library space reengineering to comprehensively enter connotative, quality, and
innovative development [21], where spaces are no longer limited to traditional
borrowing functions but focus on #4&, discovering, cultivating, and sublimating
readers’ comprehensive capabilities. Specific implementation directions include:

(1) Creating active learning environments. Active learning environments con-
stitute the prerequisite and foundation for talent cultivation mechanism
innovation, providing readers with external soft environments character-
ized by exploration, collaboration, and reflection. First is institutional
innovation—thoroughly transforming library or librarian-dominated learn-
ing models, emphasizing reader autonomy and creative thinking, advocat-
ing for experience, reflection, and practice, encouraging readers to become
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masters of their learning, with effectiveness evaluation highlighting reader
capability and literacy assessment rather than mere quantitative evalu-
ation. Additionally, libraries should actively collaborate with academic
affairs offices, student affairs offices, youth leagues, and innovation cen-
ters to promote active learning environment construction campus-wide.
Second is conceptual innovation—recognizing the effectiveness of active
learning, accepting the growth and changes it brings to readers, funda-
mentally transforming readers from “passive” or even “inactive” states,
effectively helping readers engage in collaborative learning and design re-
flection sessions to continuously enhance autonomous learning capabilities.

(2) Constructing active learning spaces. Active learning spaces serve as venues
and guarantees for talent cultivation mechanism innovation, redefining
spatial attributes and functions based on space renovation to maximize
space and service efficiency and cultivate learning interest. First is con-
structing ubiquitous reading spaces—under all-media influence, university
libraries should not limit themselves to reconstructing physical reading
spaces but should also emphasize digital reading space construction and
promotion, fully utilizing readers’ fragmented time to stimulate reading &=
& and create ubiquitous online and offline reading atmospheres to improve
reading capabilities. Second is constructing academic research spaces—
research spaces should not remain at the discussion level but must possess
certain academic support and service capabilities, such as disciplinary in-
tegration and embedding of resources and professional assistance from
subject librarians, making spaces more than just spaces through profes-
sional resource allocation and service team embedding to provide diverse,
active, and cross-disciplinary support for academic innovation. Finally
is constructing collaborative sharing spaces—sharing spaces represent not
just a physical form but a transformation of learning methods, such as
maker spaces and crowdsourcing spaces that emphasize sharing, commu-
nication, collaboration, and innovation, stimulating readers’ subjective ini-
tiative and creativity through activity planning and reader integration.

(3) Cultivating active learning capabilities.  Active learning capabilities
constitute the core and key to talent cultivation mechanism innovation.
University libraries promote leapfrog improvements in readers’ learning
capabilities by constructing learning communities and breaking organi-
zational boundaries [20]. First is thinking capability—during learning
processes, readers gradually learn reasoning, judgment, and decision-
making methods through externalized cognitive processes, effectively
enhancing problem-solving and logical thinking abilities. Second is explo-
ration capability—guiding readers to question, hypothesize, and critique
real-world problems in specific contexts, encouraging exploration and
cross-disciplinary practice in unknown fields, such as new function experi-
ences and trials like 3D printing and VR to discover and cultivate readers’
exploratory capabilities. Third is community capability—focusing on
cultivating readers’ collaborative abilities within social organizations, &
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F#i#E individual capabilities, constructing group advantages, and stim-
ulating community innovation and creativity. Finally is summarization
capability—summarization involves abstract generalization of specific
matters, helping readers identify problems, summarize experiences, and
improve learning capabilities.

University library space transformation represents the dual focus of both univer-
sity library service transformation and national innovative talent cultivation, as
well as libraries’ developmental needs to explore spatial turn and value bearing
under the new normal. Driven and guided by third-generation library develop-
ment concepts, future library spaces should emphasize knowledge exchange and
interaction, reader literacy enhancement, and community vitality stimulation,
developing toward fully unleashing spatial value and service efficiency.
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