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Abstract
[Purpose/Significance] The academic community has rarely examined meta-
theoretical issues such as the emergence logic, operational mechanisms, and
basic paradigms of new-type think tanks with Chinese characteristics; thus,
this research possesses strong originality and knowledge contribution.

[Method/Process] This study comprehensively integrates perspectives from the
sociology of knowledge, politics of knowledge, management science, and Marxist
principles to elucidate the theoretical logic, logic of the times, and value logic
underlying the emergence of new-type think tanks with Chinese characteristics,
as well as their related operational mechanisms and paradigm characteristics.

[Results/Conclusions] New-type think tanks with Chinese characteristics emerge
within a specific context characterized by the transformation of knowledge pro-
duction modes, the updating of the era context, and value expressions centered
on “people-centered” and “community with a shared future for mankind”; their
actual operation takes knowledge as its essence and core driving force, accom-
plished through the dynamic complementarity between knowledge and power
and the coupled drive of knowledge and capital. New-type think tanks with
Chinese characteristics enrich and expand the connotation of contemporary
think tanks from the perspectives of spatiotemporal dual context, bidirectional
dimensions of universality and particularity, and the interactive relationship
with governance modernization, thereby forming a preliminary outline and ba-
sic paradigm for Chinese think tanks in the new era.

chinarxiv.org/items/chinaxiv-202304.00537 Machine Translation

https://chinarxiv.org/items/chinaxiv-202304.00537
https://chinarxiv.org/items/chinaxiv-202304.00537


Full Text
New Think Tanks with Chinese Characteristics: Appear-
ance Logic, Operation Mechanism, and Basic Paradigm
Zhou Xiangzhi
Think Tank Construction Office, Hunan Academy of Social Sciences, Changsha
410003

Abstract:
[Purpose/Significance] Academic circles have rarely examined meta-
theoretical issues such as the appearance logic, operation mechanism, and
basic paradigm of new think tanks with Chinese characteristics. This re-
search thus possesses strong originality and contributes valuable knowledge.
[Method/Process] This study comprehensively applies theories from the
sociology of knowledge, knowledge politics, management science, and Marxist
principles to explicate the theoretical logic, era logic, and value logic under-
lying the emergence of new think tanks with Chinese characteristics, along
with their related operational mechanisms and paradigmatic features. [Re-
sult/Conclusion] New think tanks with Chinese characteristics have emerged
against the specific backdrop of transformed knowledge production modes,
renewed era contexts, and value expressions centered on “people-centeredness”
and “a community with a shared future for mankind.” Their practical operation
takes knowledge as its essence and core driving force, accomplished through the
dynamic complementarity of knowledge and power and the coupling drive of
knowledge and capital. These think tanks enrich and expand the connotation
of contemporary think tanks from the dual perspectives of spatiotemporal
context, the bidirectional dimensions of universality and individuality, and
their interactive relationship with governance modernization, thereby forming
a preliminary outline and basic paradigm for Chinese think tanks in the new
era.

Keywords: new think tanks with Chinese characteristics; knowledge; power;
capital

Think tanks are repositories of wisdom, intellect, and expertise—knowledge com-
munities composed of multidisciplinary experts and scholars that provide policy
consulting services to decision-makers through collaborative research. Regard-
ing think tanks, following their first mention at the central level during the 2012
Central Economic Work Conference, General Secretary Xi Jinping issued impor-
tant instructions in April 2013 on strengthening the construction of new think
tanks with Chinese characteristics, emphasizing that think tanks constitute an
important component of national soft power and that their role will become
increasingly significant as circumstances evolve. The Third Plenary Session of
the 18th CPC Central Committee further stated that China must strengthen
the construction of new think tanks with Chinese characteristics and establish
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a sound decision-making consultation system. Subsequently, General Secretary
Xi Jinping repeatedly emphasized the importance of building new think tanks
with Chinese characteristics and conducted comprehensive social mobilization at
the strategic level. On January 20, 2015, the General Office of the CPC Central
Committee and the State Council jointly issued the “Opinions on Strengthen-
ing the Construction of New Think Tanks with Chinese Characteristics,” for-
mally establishing new think tank construction as a national institutional ar-
rangement and an important support for scientific, democratic, and law-based
decision-making by the Party and government, as well as a crucial component
of modernizing the national governance system and governance capabilities and
building national soft power. The 19th Party Congress report further empha-
sized the need to “accelerate the development of philosophy and social sciences
with Chinese characteristics and strengthen the construction of new think tanks
with Chinese characteristics” [1]. On March 2, 2020, the Publicity Department
of the CPC Central Committee issued the “Opinions on Deepening the Pilot
Work of National High-End Think Tank Construction (2020-2022).” However,
in academic research on think tanks, scholars often take the existence of new
think tanks with Chinese characteristics as a given, rarely explaining the logic of
their emergence and development or why they have become an important part
of the national governance system. This has somewhat limited the systematic
construction of new think tanks with Chinese characteristics. Therefore, an-
swering questions about the appearance logic and operation mechanism of new
think tanks with Chinese characteristics becomes an important prerequisite for
further leveraging their positive role.

1. The Appearance Logic of New Think Tanks with Chinese
Characteristics
As relatively stable and independently operating policy research and consulting
institutions, think tanks play the roles of “idea banks,” “brainstorming pools,”
and “communication platforms.” Think tank research essentially belongs to
knowledge politics, and think tank effectiveness is realized through the interac-
tion between knowledge and politics. The role of new think tanks with Chinese
characteristics must also emerge from the interweaving of knowledge and pol-
itics. Knowledge and politics thus constitute the fundamental dimensions for
exploring the appearance of new think tanks with Chinese characteristics.

1.1 Theoretical Logic: Transformation of Knowledge Production
Modes

Modern think tanks center their work on knowledge innovation and application,
as well as policy research and consultation, with knowledge production being
their core. British scholar Michael Gibbons noted in The New Production of
Knowledge that a new mode of knowledge production is emerging, distinct from
the familiar Mode 1 based on a single discipline, homogeneity, and hierarchy.
Mode 2 knowledge production demonstrates characteristics of interdisciplinar-
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ity, heterogeneity, variability, and non-hierarchical organization. In this mode,
the discovery, application, and use of knowledge are tightly integrated, with
knowledge production becoming part of a larger process. This transformation
is mainly attributed to an important mechanism: the expansion of knowledge
markets and the deepening marketization of science (not just technology) [2].
Problem-oriented and interdisciplinary knowledge production are notable fea-
tures of this mode. Undoubtedly, in today’s knowledge society, comprehensive
knowledge produced through Mode 2 has become an indispensable productive
factor in many fields. No knowledge production or organization can now ignore
society’s knowledge demands or remain aloof, nor can they reverse the trend
of knowledge production shifting from Mode 1 to Mode 2. The emergence of
modern think tanks is precisely an institutional arrangement adapted to this
transformation in knowledge production modes and the achievements of inter-
disciplinary knowledge.

Although think tanks arose from the process of empowering power with knowl-
edge, they remain grounded in their commercial value. Think tanks are endoge-
nous to market economies, reflecting certain modes of production. Regarding
the transformation of knowledge production modes, especially the shift toward
application and marketization, Marx had already captured the essence and pre-
liminarily clarified the original mechanism of think tank emergence. He pointed
out that when science and technology become primary productive forces, mar-
ket entities generally develop the following consciousness regarding scientific and
technological knowledge: “to explore the whole of nature in order to discover
new useful properties of things; to exchange products from different climatic
conditions and different countries universally; to adopt new methods (artificial)
for processing natural objects to endow them with new use values… to explore
the earth in every respect to discover new useful objects and new use properties
of original objects, such as new properties of original objects as raw materials,
etc.; therefore, to develop natural science to its highest point” [3]. Supported by
this philosophy, the Industrial Revolution inevitably incorporated scientific and
technological knowledge as a capital element into reproduction. Thus, scientific
and technological knowledge gradually “became subordinate to capital… all nat-
urally formed relations became monetary relations” [4]. The same applies to
humanities and social science knowledge. In this way, knowledge acquired eco-
nomic significance, participating in market exchange like ordinary commodities
and accumulating as a capital element. Thereafter, a system based on large-
scale machine production of the Industrial Revolution, supported by rational
knowledge application, and transformed through market mechanisms became
the prototype of modern think tanks.

When knowledge is incorporated into the production process as a capital ele-
ment, it becomes subject to the laws of capital accumulation. Under specific
conditions, the potential of knowledge to transform into productive forces de-
pends on whether it obtains capital support. Under market economy conditions,
capital embeds itself in knowledge activities, thereby controlling the initiative
of knowledge owners. Marx incisively pointed out: “If I have the ability to
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conduct research but lack the money to do so, then I do not have the ability to
conduct research, that is, I lack the effective, real ability to conduct research.
Conversely, if I actually lack the ability to conduct research but have the de-
sire and money, then I have the effective ability to conduct research” [4]. The
actual effectiveness of knowledge depends to a large extent on the amount of
money mastered by knowledge owners. Marx’s analysis of the interaction be-
tween knowledge production and capital operation reveals the essence of the
relationship between knowledge production and market economy, showing us
the capital-based approach to knowledge production. His classic judgments rep-
resent the original expression of think tank concepts and actions and are crucial
for analyzing the appearance of new think tanks with Chinese characteristics.

1.2 Era Logic: Elucidation of the New Era Context

The 19th Party Congress report states: “Socialism with Chinese characteristics
has entered a new era” [1], marking an era when Chinese socialism has achieved
the great leap from standing up and becoming prosperous to growing strong.
In June 2018, General Secretary Xi Jinping pointed out that “currently, China
is in the best period of development since modern times, while the world is
undergoing major changes unseen in a century. The two processes are synchro-
nized, intertwined, and mutually reinforcing” [5]. Globalization, the knowledge
economy, and information technology have incorporated societies with diverse
historical, cultural, and developmental levels into a synchronic system of inter-
action, collision, mixing, and change. Under the combined effects of various
factors, China faces both the problems of developing countries and the confu-
sions of developed countries, greatly increasing the complexity of the national
development environment. As management expert Bill noted: “The characteris-
tic of the old world is managing affairs, while the new world requires dealing with
complexity” [6]. The “era of strength,” “era of change,” and “era of complexity”
constitute the era background for constructing new think tanks with Chinese
characteristics and form the historical premise for their construction and devel-
opment. Solving era problems cannot be accomplished by a single force alone
but requires the convergence of interdisciplinary and cross-professional wisdom.

First, economic development in the new era requires the support of new think
tank construction. As comprehensive reform deepens, China’s social structure
has undergone tremendous changes, with the economy and society entering a
critical period of innovation-driven development and economic transformation
and upgrading. Currently, uncertainties affecting economic and social stability
frequently emerge, and social risk points increase. Public decision-making has
become increasingly complex and diverse, with growing demands for proactivity,
timeliness, and scientific rigor in public decision-making. As an “external brain”
for public decision-making institutions, think tanks’ professional capabilities and
service levels are crucial for enhancing the effectiveness of modern economic
governance. Whether ensuring macro, meso, and microeconomic environment
grasp under the “new normal” or solving economic challenges, high-capacity
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think tanks are needed for support. General Secretary Xi Jinping emphasized
that “under the complex and changing domestic and international political and
economic situation, to achieve better development, we must better analyze the
situation and environment, better grasp changes in the connotation and condi-
tions of strategic opportunities, better understand macroeconomic trends, and
better respond to challenges. Party committees and governments at all levels
must respect knowledge and talent, develop the habit of consulting experts and
scholars, mobilize their enthusiasm, initiative, and creativity, and make good
use of intellectual resources” [7].

Second, the exponential development of science and technology in the new era
has accelerated the transformation of new think tanks. Technology in contem-
porary times is not only a core factor driving productivity development but
also an important driver of think tank transformation. Through information
technology, biotechnology, engineering technology, and big data, technology de-
velopment has, on the one hand, quickly and efficiently brought new research
methods and tools to think tanks; on the other hand, by changing human pro-
duction, lifestyle, and thinking patterns, it has broadened research fields and
exploration perspectives for think tank research. Since entering the 21st cen-
tury, China’s exploration of new phenomena and new laws in various fields has
increased dramatically, forming more in-depth and complete knowledge of na-
ture and society. In the process of applying this knowledge to practice, the work
patterns and development mechanisms of think tank organizations themselves
have become increasingly prominent, gradually forming new organizational man-
agement norms, systems, and mechanisms. Simultaneously, the application of
computer and network technology has also assisted in improving think tank
work effectiveness, research capabilities, and service levels. In a sense, new
think tanks are an inevitable result of modern technological development, while
further technological development also cannot be separated from professional
think tank guidance. New think tanks and technological development are cou-
pled, mutually promoting, and integrated.

Third, the modernization of national governance in the new era has put for-
ward urgent demands for new think tanks. The Third Plenary Session of the
18th CPC Central Committee proposed the strategic task of “modernizing the
national governance system and governance capabilities,” demonstrating our
government’s concept of transforming functions and building a service-oriented
government. In the process of comprehensive deepening reform, how to bridge
interest differences, strengthen public opinion guidance, clarify government func-
tions, solve reform, development, and stability challenges, and achieve “good
governance” has become increasingly complex. Meanwhile, world multipolar-
ization, economic globalization and anti-globalization, social informatization,
technological intelligence, and cultural diversification are developing in depth.
Issues such as nuclear threats, ecological environment deterioration, and the
prevalence of emergent diseases challenge the bottom line of human survival
and society, all reflecting the arduousness of contemporary governance prob-
lems. Professional research institutions, social forces, and folk wisdom urgently
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need to be concentrated, and building a modern national governance system
requires the deep involvement of new think tanks.

Finally, national ideological security construction has endowed new think tanks
with an important mission. Ideological security is an important component
of national security. Currently, China’s ideological security faces severe chal-
lenges despite overall stability. Western democratic export, cultural hegemony,
online public opinion, and religious infiltration still pose considerable crises to
China’s ideological security. However, domestic ideological research generally
lags behind practical development and struggles to fully explain new contra-
dictions and problems in the ideological field. Ideological construction suffers
from a “dual detachment” phenomenon of being divorced from both “thought”
and “reality” [8]. Therefore, clarifying and developing effective bridges between
thought and reality becomes crucial, with think tanks playing a central role
in this process. National ideological construction aims to unify diversified and
discrete social consciousness with mainstream ideology, making it the dominant
ideology that maximally reflects and expresses the wishes and demands of all
members of society. Mainstream ideology integrates diverse ideologies mainly
through two approaches: political authority and rational authority. The former
relies on the coerciveness of power, while the latter emphasizes rational guid-
ance. In fact, as peace and development become the themes of the era, people’s
awareness of autonomous participation and rational judgment has improved.
The rational authority approach can often more effectively integrate, regulate,
and express the interest demands of different interest groups. In the process of
political socialization, think tanks can better serve as public platforms for fully
expressing various interest demands and important channels for balancing differ-
ences among conflicting interest groups, creating a favorable social atmosphere
for national ideological construction. Whether from the perspective of connect-
ing ideological thought with reality or enhancing the appeal and recognition of
mainstream ideology, the power of new think tanks cannot be ignored.

1.3 Value Logic: Expression of “People-Centeredness” and “A Com-
munity with a Shared Future for Mankind”

New think tanks with Chinese characteristics represent an important expression
of “people-centeredness.” The Communist Party of China and the Chinese gov-
ernment always take serving the people as their fundamental purpose, and the
scientific, democratic, and law-based nature of the decision-making process has
become an important measure of this purpose. First, scientific decision-making
is a major prerequisite. As the saying goes, forewarned is forearmed. Marx
saw that the biggest difference between human labor and animal instinct is that
the results of labor can be preconceived in conceptual form to guide the labor
process. Humans have foresight and planning. The function of think tanks is
largely to concentrate people’s foresight and planning to make scientific and rea-
sonable decisions. The existence of think tanks is a necessity of human nature.
Since “the larger the spatiotemporal scale of forward prediction, the higher the
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degree of foresight and planning” [9], the existence of complex social variables
and risks in modern society continuously demands forward-looking scientific
analysis and planning, making the importance of building new think tanks with
Chinese characteristics self-evident. Second, in the differential society formed
after reform and opening up, the people have differences in interests at various
stages of social development, which has also formed differential interest expres-
sions. These rights to express interests may be fragmented and non-professional,
or they may be centralized and professional. In this regard, how to guarantee
political and legal equality of public discourse power, how to further align the
interests of the people with those of the Party, and how to gather national
strength to accomplish the Chinese Dream of the great rejuvenation of the Chi-
nese nation have become important considerations for think tank development.
Sherry R. Arnstein, a pioneer of public participation theory, believed that “pub-
lic participation is an exercise of citizen power, a redistribution of power that
enables citizens who currently cannot master power in political, economic, and
other activities to have their opinions considered in a planned manner in the
future” [10]. Contemporary citizens can fully exercise this power, consciously
participate in and express opinions on policies, deconstructing the role of passive
policy-makers. Thus, promoting differential interest groups to express reason-
able demands through pluralistic consultation and to reach consensus through
democratic decision-making has become an important issue in contemporary
Chinese political development. New think tanks with Chinese characteristics
demonstrate a mechanism for widely accepting advice and pluralistic consulta-
tion, possessing the important function of scientifically collecting and rationally
reflecting public opinion, inevitably becoming an indispensable link in demo-
cratic decision-making. Third, besides democratic decision-making, the state
also needs law-based decision-making. The Constitution guarantees the peo-
ple’s right to free and full discourse and to make suggestions. Therefore, in
addition to the main channels for reflecting social conditions and public opin-
ion such as people’s congresses, political consultative conferences, media, and
society, specialized institutions should also be organized to consult with the
Party and government on specific topics. Of course, think tanks entering the
law-based decision-making process means that decision-making needs to accept
public supervision and scientifically and legally adopt opinions. When the Party
and government continuously draw on the wisdom of the masses to complete
decision-making in a law-based and democratic environment, the use of power
for the people and the pursuit of benefits for the people are guaranteed, and
people’s value is embodied through new think tanks with Chinese characteris-
tics.

New think tanks with Chinese characteristics also manifest the concept of “a
community with a shared future for mankind.” The 18th Party Congress report
defined “a community with a shared future for mankind” as “pursuing national
interests while taking into account the legitimate concerns of other countries,
and promoting common development of all countries while seeking national de-
velopment.” In the new era, China not only cares about the interests of its own
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people but also concerns itself with the interests of humanity as a whole. As
China continues to move toward the center of the world stage, think tanks must
not only provide good policy consulting services domestically but also demon-
strate responsibility for international issues. Faced with the complex and chang-
ing international situation and numerous global problems, “the Chinese people
will continue to work with the world and make greater contributions to hu-
manity, unswervingly follow the path of peaceful development, actively develop
global partnerships, firmly support multilateralism, actively participate in pro-
moting the transformation of the global governance system, build a new type of
international relations, and promote the building of a community with a shared
future for mankind” [11]. Among these, think tanks’ research on forward-looking
issues helps prevent problems before they occur, becoming an important aspect
of building a community with a shared future for mankind. At the same time,
the platform of new think tanks with Chinese characteristics can strengthen
international exchanges and communication. Through cooperation with inter-
national think tank counterparts, they jointly provide wisdom and solutions for
global governance, jointly voice rational and balanced messages, demonstrate
China’s responsibility as a major country to the world, establish a true image
of China, and convey goodwill as a major power. They promote harmonious
yet different and beautifully diverse development. It can be said that new think
tanks with Chinese characteristics are an important bridge for major-country
diplomacy and a necessary pathway for advancing public diplomacy.

2. The Operation Mechanism of New Think Tanks with
Chinese Characteristics
As institutions that create theoretical and policy knowledge, think tanks must
first follow the logic of knowledge, meeting the conditions for knowledge produc-
tion and reflecting the characteristics of knowledge itself. As decision-making
consultation institutions, the knowledge production process of think tanks
is influenced by the logic of power, thus forming an interactive structure of
“knowledge-power.” As platforms for knowledge dissemination, the knowledge
dissemination process of think tanks is influenced by the logic of capital,
presenting an interactive structure of “capital-knowledge.” The full 演绎 and
interweaving of these three logics reveal the internal mechanism of new think
tanks with Chinese characteristics. As shown in Figure 1 [Figure 1: see original
paper]:

2.1 Knowledge as Essence and Core

For any institution providing decision-making consultation and thought services,
the production, innovation, and dissemination of information, knowledge, and
ideas constitute the basis of their legitimate existence and the most core content.
New think tanks with Chinese characteristics are no exception. In actual policy
formulation processes, think tanks are first and foremost knowledge communi-
ties whose task is to analyze and design policies with specialized knowledge.

chinarxiv.org/items/chinaxiv-202304.00537 Machine Translation

https://chinarxiv.org/items/chinaxiv-202304.00537


“Knowledge is power”—the inherent truth power, discourse power, autonomy,
logical power, willpower, and moral power of knowledge combine with specific
matters through think tank practice, exerting productivity, creativity, insight,
judgment, persuasion, and shaping power in use, dissemination, and circulation.

First, relying on the truth power and discourse power of knowledge, new think
tanks with Chinese characteristics directly address hot, difficult, and key issues
in economic and social development, directly affecting the material production
process through specific knowledge to promote social productivity and creativ-
ity. The process of think tanks playing their role is essentially a process of ac-
quiring and utilizing knowledge resources. Second, based on the autonomy and
logical power of knowledge, new think tanks with Chinese characteristics invent,
design, and provide different solutions and means to assist in maintaining social
stability, economic development, political participation, and other social man-
agement purposes. Knowledge not only provides sufficient knowledge support
and logical argumentation for formulating strategic decisions that conform to ob-
jective laws but also provides information support and technical guarantees for
efficient and effective measure implementation. Third, through the willpower
and moral power of knowledge, new think tanks with Chinese characteristics
permeate the governance philosophy, value standards, and action methods of
the Communist Party of China into people’s daily lives during public opinion
dissemination, helping people better understand, identify with, and support
Party leadership, thereby achieving the function of ideological integration. Fi-
nally, the ultimate purpose of new think tanks with Chinese characteristics is to
serve people, more precisely, to serve the comprehensive development of people.
Through training intellect, cultivating wisdom, and nurturing intelligence, the
three power attributes of knowledge jointly point to the shaping of social sub-
jects. Engels once said, “Social forces work exactly like natural forces: blindly,
forcibly, and destructively, so long as we do not understand them and reckon
with them. But when once we understand them, when once we grasp their
action, their direction, and their effects, it depends entirely upon ourselves to
subject them more and more to our will and to attain our ends by means of
them” [12]. Here, the premise of “depending entirely upon ourselves” lies pre-
cisely in people’s mastery of knowledge. We must acknowledge that knowledge,
especially profound and specialized knowledge, lies at the core of the purpose
and essence of new think tanks with Chinese characteristics and indeed any
think tank.

2.2 Dynamic Complementarity of Knowledge and Power

The rise of modern think tanks is rooted in the national political ecology and
is directly influenced and intervened by political power in practical operation.
If think tanks lose the guardianship of political power, they lose the influence
brought by political guardianship. The natural knowledge nature of think tanks
themselves loses its basic field for application and transformation, and the knowl-
edge created by think tanks lacks its most important objectivity and purpose.
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From this perspective, the value realization of knowledge created by think tanks
depends on the support and guardianship of political power. From the perspec-
tive of power, highly technologized, professionalized, and rationalized political
power must still find the basis for its legitimacy from constantly updated knowl-
edge. As political institutions that are carriers of power, their ruling strategies
and methods also need to use knowledge to confirm their scientific nature. New
think tanks with Chinese characteristics embody the interactive relationship
between knowledge and power, with knowledge and power constructing the ac-
tual effectiveness of new think tanks with Chinese characteristics in dynamic
practice.

Power and knowledge build the basic framework of new think tanks with Chinese
characteristics through mutual legitimacy verification. On the one hand, think
tanks confirm their own legitimacy through political power. Political power in-
fluences the scientific nature of new think tanks with Chinese characteristics by
penetrating knowledge, determining the production and dissemination of think
tank knowledge, main forms and scales, and evaluation systems. First, political
power strengthens the scientific status of think tanks. According to philosopher
of science Paul Feyerabend, the demarcation of science is an artificially manu-
factured pseudo-problem, but in reality, this boundary is very clear. The reason
lies largely in that “power produces knowledge (and not simply by encouraging
it because it serves power or by applying it because it is useful); power and
knowledge directly imply one another; there is no power relation without the
correlative constitution of a field of knowledge, nor any knowledge that does
not presuppose and constitute at the same time power relations” [13]. Political
power continuously strengthens the boundary between science and non-science
through think tanks, an influential modern approach, enhancing the dominant
position of knowledge forms within think tanks in the process of confirming,
constructing, and unifying knowledge, thereby further elevating and consolidat-
ing the scientific status of think tanks. Second, political power determines the
production and dissemination of knowledge within think tanks. Alvin Toffler
observed that any information or knowledge used for communication needs to
include four elements: � source or sender; � channel or medium; � receiver; �
message [14]. In the modern think tank system, political power makes itself a
legitimate subject of knowledge production through legislation and policy doc-
uments, influencing the content, categories, processes, and dissemination meth-
ods of knowledge production. It also regulates the specific content, timing, and
spatial scope of knowledge dissemination through intellectual property systems.
Through educational institutions, production institutions, and coercive institu-
tions, political power determines the audience of knowledge and guides social
needs, regulating people’s layout and flow in different knowledge fields. Third,
political power directly influences the forms and scales of knowledge production
by think tanks. Political power can make unified deployments and plans for
think tank research based on social needs, replacing decentralized, individual-
ized, and randomized research with organized and managed orderliness, and
supporting large-scale research with strong human, material, and financial re-
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sources, fully solving organizational management, resource supply, and technical
support problems in think tank research modernization. This changes the early
scientific research form based on individual interest and makes modern think
tank research gradually present as problem-oriented and collaborative research.
Fourth, political power establishes the internal evaluation system of think tanks,
prompting healthy competition among think tank researchers. Whether think
tank achievements can meet the practical requirements of public governance
and adapt to the needs of public policy development is an important criterion
for judging the quality of think tank results. In this regard, political power
has absolute discourse power. Political power has formulated corresponding in-
tellectual property protection systems and performance incentive mechanisms
through laws and policy documents, encouraging think tank researchers to com-
pete around “priority rights.” This property rights system not only motivates
think tank researchers to produce knowledge products but also encourages them
to pay attention to the dissemination effects of knowledge, maximizing service
to government decision-making.

On the other hand, think tanks provide legitimacy arguments for political power
and improve the quality of political power exercise. To assemble the most ef-
fective methods to advance political goals, political power needs to absorb pro-
fessionals in relevant fields into national administrative institutions or other
forms of state institutions. The main role of these personnel is to provide ad-
vice for policy formulation and decision-makers. In this system, policy-makers
and decision-makers have access to a large amount of professional knowledge
and can use this knowledge to form decision-making arrangements. In fact, it
is precisely because of the “relative monopoly” of professional knowledge that
political elites can possess power. Think tanks play the role of both knowledge
providers for decision-making and, more importantly, legitimacy demonstrators
for decision-making. Think tanks’ demonstration of the legitimacy of politi-
cal power is reflected at three levels: the argumentation of the power founda-
tion, the explanation of power operation, and the regulation of power exercise.
Looking at Western society’s knowledge-based arguments for political power
legitimacy—whether divine right of kings, social contract theory, or democratic
constitutionalism—all contain rich knowledge resources and sufficient strate-
gic arguments. It is precisely through a series of knowledge-based negotiation,
communication, and lobbying techniques that political power obtains the legiti-
macy of being reasonable, rational, and legal, achieves balance among subjects
with different interest demands, and ensures social order stability. As Toffler
pointed out, violence, wealth, and knowledge can all serve as sources and cores
of power, but only knowledge is the most profound and fundamental because
it can serve as a substitute for violence and wealth to avoid the same risks or
achieve the same goals. Moreover, knowledge, unlike violence and wealth, does
not exclusively belong to the powerful class. It is “the most democratic source
of power” [14] and can “multiply the effects of physical power and wealth, so
power constituted by knowledge is the highest quality power” [15].

The differential tension between power and knowledge activates the innovative
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possibilities of new think tanks with Chinese characteristics. Although there is
a close relationship between knowledge and power, the natural tension between
them cannot be ignored. Whether it is the idealism of the “philosopher-king” in
ancient Greece or the inconsistency between “Dao tradition” and “political tra-
dition” in ancient China, both reflect the traditional opposition between knowl-
edge and power. Foucault also compared intellectuals to the “eyes” of political
power, existing as the critical face of political power. Essentially, knowledge
and power are incommensurable: first, knowledge pursues truth and freedom,
while power pursues domination and obedience; second, knowledge aims for uni-
versality and is open, while power aims for particularity and is closed; third,
knowledge manifests as doctrines and ideas, while power is directly linked to ac-
tion; fourth, knowledge creation can be individual, but power action focuses on
groups. Under the domination of two different logics, knowledge and power in-
evitably encroach upon each other. This may lead to the consequences of either
knowledge alienation or power alienation—that is, either forming a knowledge
empire and discourse hegemony or moving toward knowledge aphasia and power
monopoly. Essentially, modern think tanks are an important mechanism for sub-
lating knowledge alienation and power alienation. Think tanks should overcome
both types of alienation with their necessary professionalism, relative indepen-
dence, and knowledge pluralism. Therefore, think tank construction should not
only achieve appropriate separation between knowledge and power but also bet-
ter promote the “growth of knowledge public spheres” [16] and assist knowledge
in constructing pluralistic landscapes. Looking at the current state of existing
think tank systems, the task of sublating knowledge alienation and power alien-
ation remains arduous, providing development direction and innovative impetus
for the construction of new think tanks with Chinese characteristics.

2.3 Coupling Drive of Knowledge and Capital

In today’s era of the knowledge economy, the operation of Chinese think tanks
is not only directly influenced by knowledge, power, and their interactions but is
also directly regulated by capital logic and market rules. Knowledge can never
be withdrawn in unlimited quantities. Although there is the possibility of un-
limited increments, for individuals or groups, knowledge is scarce. As the role of
scientific and technological knowledge and its enormous effect in promoting eco-
nomic and social development become increasingly prominent, human society is
undergoing a “knowledge value revolution” and gradually entering a “knowledge
value society” [17]. Marx discovered that the fact that science and technology
(knowledge) have gradually become primary productive forces fundamentally
endows science and technology (knowledge) production with economic signifi-
cance and 孕育 s the possibility of scaling up knowledge production. The trend
of contemporary social production development has confirmed Marx’s inference
back then. Relying on knowledge-based transformation such as technological
revolutions, social production continuously breaks through the constraints of
resources, environment, time and space, and existing conditions, continuously
developing the realms of material and spiritual, cognitive and practical. Thus,
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while presenting truth, knowledge continuously demonstrates its economic value
and develops into an idea market, with think tanks originating from modern con-
sulting industries being the main actors in the idea market. Marx once revealed
that capital, to achieve self-multiplication, has the attribute of incorporating all
usefulness in nature and human society into its own logic. The marketization of
knowledge is the result of capital logic intervening in the knowledge production
process, and new think tanks with Chinese characteristics are inevitably subject
to the domination of capital logic.

From a phenomenological perspective, the intervention of capital logic in think
tank operation is “a ‘three-in-one’ logical whole of socio-economic-cultural move-
ment that takes the market economy as the platform, scientific and technological
development and its economic operation as the condition, and the equipment of
information technology for spiritual and cultural production as the accelerator”
[18]. Essentially, the reason capital logic can influence think tank operation lies
in the certain compatibility between capital and knowledge. Specifically, knowl-
edge production and capital coexist in time—knowledge production is born with
humans and is the product of human interaction with nature, society, and them-
selves based on material practice, running throughout human development his-
tory; capital is the product of industrialized production and market economy,
existing in certain stages of human society. However, the two accompany each
other during specific historical periods of human society. Knowledge produc-
tion and capital differ in value orientation—knowledge production takes truth
and social benefits as value pursuits, while capital pursues value multiplication
and maximization of economic benefits. However, social benefits and economic
value are not entirely opposed; they often depend on and even transform into
each other. It is precisely the differences and inherent mutual accommodation
between knowledge production and capital that generate their coupling drive
mechanism.

On the one hand, capital drives the innovation of knowledge production and pro-
motes the advancement of new think tanks with Chinese characteristics. � Cap-
ital’s emphasis on the practical utility of economic production helps strengthen
the reality of think tanks, making them pay more attention to real life in knowl-
edge production to serve decision-making practice and the people. � The inher-
ent expansiveness and immediacy of capital effectively promote the timeliness
of think tanks, continuously enhancing the kinetic energy of think tank devel-
opment and innovation through spatial expansion and time compression. � The
precise measurement and meticulous calculation characteristics of capital logic
replace the romantic and vague thinking patterns of traditional knowledge pro-
duction. From a positive perspective, this can help improve the logical rigor of
think tanks and provide quantitative thinking methods. � The efficient, sym-
metrical, and powerful allocation of resources entering the market by capital
logic enhances the sensitivity and objectivity of think tanks in reflecting reality,
enabling them to serve practical needs well and quickly. � The rules of equiva-
lent exchange between capital and commodities and the mutual transformation
between value and currency clarify that the intangible value of knowledge can
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be converted into the tangible value of money, providing sufficient material pre-
requisites and resource guarantees for knowledge reproduction and necessary
guarantees for the sustainable development of think tanks.

On the other hand, new think tanks with Chinese characteristics also improve
the biases of capital. First, the pursuit of social benefits by new think tanks with
Chinese characteristics partially dissolves the one-sidedness of capital’s demand
for maximizing economic benefits, helping achieve the unity of economic and
social benefits. Second, the ultimate purpose of new think tanks with Chinese
characteristics is to serve people, thus concerning themselves with human des-
tiny, social development, and individual values. The humanistic rationality of
new think tanks with Chinese characteristics helps overcome the materialization
logic of capital. Finally, the use value inherent in the knowledge produced by
new think tanks with Chinese characteristics, when endowed to material prod-
ucts, inevitably enhances their exchange value, thereby strengthening the power
of capital logic.

3. New Think Tanks with Chinese Characteristics: A New
Paradigm for Modern Think Tanks
Since the 19th Party Congress, as Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with Chi-
nese Characteristics for a New Era has continuously enriched, the theoretical
foundation of new think tanks with Chinese characteristics has become increas-
ingly complete. The conditions of the new era have also put forward more re-
quirements for practical innovation in the construction of new think tanks with
Chinese characteristics, requiring us to grasp their connotation and features
according to new situations and tasks. The “new think tanks with Chinese
characteristics” have achieved dual development dimensions in spatiotemporal
context, a bidirectional construction relationship between universality and indi-
viduality, and an organic connection with governance modernization.

3.1 Dual Development Dimensions in Spatiotemporal Context

From a static perspective, “new think tanks with Chinese characteristics” refers
to the institutional form formed by think tanks under the socialist system with
Chinese characteristics in the new era. From a dynamic perspective, it refers
to the process of formation and development of think tanks under the socialist
system with Chinese characteristics in the new era, indicating the future trend
and development state of this institutional form. Meanwhile, “new think tanks
with Chinese characteristics” has achieved a perspective shift from national to
global, emphasizing more attention to and grasp of world issues. Thus, new
think tanks with Chinese characteristics have achieved dual development in
spatiotemporal dimensions.

In the temporal dimension, modern Chinese think tanks that developed along-
side the founding of the People’s Republic of China have entered a strategic
development opportunity period after experiencing initial development, tortu-
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ous development, and diversified rapid development periods. In the first three
stages, think tank research focused more on historical development and cur-
rent processes, with less attention to the future development dimension. With
the proposal to “strengthen the construction of new think tanks with Chinese
characteristics,” taking “Chinese characteristics” as the basic background and
“new” as the development direction, questions about the realistic foundation
and future prospects of public decision-making in the new era have been raised.
It can be seen that “new” distinguishes itself from the deficiencies of existing
think tanks, and the drawbacks of traditional think tanks precisely point to
the “new” in “new think tanks with Chinese characteristics.” This is mainly
manifested in: � New positioning. New think tanks with Chinese characteristics
play an important role in state governance. Writing think tanks into central
documents indicates that the state has elevated think tank construction to the
height of national strategy. Under the leadership of the Party and government,
new think tanks with Chinese characteristics will inevitably contribute unique
wisdom and strength to China’s economic and social development. � New mech-
anisms. Different from traditional think tanks whose operational resources all
come from government appropriations, new think tanks with Chinese character-
istics appropriately introduce market competition mechanisms. On the basis of
fiscal appropriations as the main source, they moderately expand competition,
allocate think tank development resources such as research projects through
free and open competition, stimulate the enhancement of think tank influence
through dynamic adjustment of key funding targets, cultivate society’s consump-
tion habits for knowledge products by developing the idea market, and contin-
uously promote the development and growth of new think tanks with Chinese
characteristics. � New models. Different from previous operation models, new
think tanks shift from being “problem-point” oriented to “problem-network”
oriented, grasping problems in a pluralistic, systematic, and organic manner.
They actively apply the latest achievements of social development, integrate
research methods, focus on theoretical interaction and practical operation of
results to enhance scientificity and feasibility, and explore and broaden com-
munication channels with the outside world to enhance visibility and promote
the benign operation of think tanks. � New functions. In addition to playing
the core function of decision-making consultation, new think tanks with Chi-
nese characteristics also possess functions such as theoretical innovation, public
opinion guidance, public diplomacy, social services, talent reserve, enlightening
the people, and class service. Overall, entering the strategic development op-
portunity period, the complexity and intensity of problems faced by modern
Chinese think tanks, as well as the depth and breadth of their impact, are un-
precedented. Building “new think tanks with Chinese characteristics” must not
only focus on reality but also look to the future. This future-oriented thinking
expands the temporal logic of think tank development.

In the spatial dimension, the research perspective and discourse power scope of
new think tanks with Chinese characteristics extend from China to the world.
On the one hand, as the trend of globalization deepens, countries have increased
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the frequency of cooperation and exchange in many fields such as politics, econ-
omy, culture, science and technology, and environment. The demand for profes-
sional knowledge worldwide, coordination of interest relations, and resolution of
conflicts and contradictions have put forward urgent requirements for broaden-
ing the functional space of think tanks. New think tanks with Chinese character-
istics need to “actively participate in global governance. They should actively
participate in international academic organizations and international scientific
plans, deeply engage in global governance research and policy dialogue, pro-
pose Chinese initiatives and Chinese solutions, and enhance their ability and
level to participate in setting major international agendas, formulating interna-
tional rules, and conducting international negotiations” [19]. The “going global”
strategy of think tank development not only expands researchers’ international
horizons but also enhances the business capabilities and competitiveness of think
tanks themselves through cooperative exchanges. On the other hand, under the
era theme of peace and development, unjust international political orders re-
main unchanged. Hegemonism, power politics, economic imbalance, local wars,
regional conflicts, ethnic contradictions, terrorism, and other real problems still
threaten the survival and development of humanity as a whole. These are also
issues that contemporary China cannot avoid and urgently needs to address.
The platform of new think tanks with Chinese characteristics is increasingly en-
gaged in direct services in areas such as actively serving major diplomatic activ-
ities, strengthening research on international strategic issues, carefully building
brands for external exchanges, and strengthening international communication
and cooperation. They dare to and are good at speaking to the outside world,
can fully “use various media and international occasions to actively speak, proac-
tively speak, and effectively speak, publicize concepts and propositions such as
jointly building the ‘Belt and Road,’ promoting the building of a community
with a shared future for mankind, and exchanges and mutual learning among
civilizations, tell good Chinese stories, and spread China’s voice” [19]. In re-
sponse to various distorted and slanderous arguments about China and various
hot and sensitive issues, they respond scientifically, rationally, and objectively,
explain, guide, and deal with them with reason, benefit, and restraint, effec-
tively safeguarding national core interests. In this sense, new think tanks with
Chinese characteristics in the new era are also increasingly moving toward the
center of the world think tank stage.

3.2 Bidirectional Construction of Universality and Individuality

“New think tanks with Chinese characteristics” must both reflect the general
laws and era characteristics of modern think tank development and demonstrate
the actual needs of the socialist development stage with Chinese characteristics
in the new era. Thus, the context of “new think tanks with Chinese characteris-
tics” contains two dimensions: the individual “Chinese characteristics” and the
universal modern think tank. In other words, strengthening the construction of
new think tanks with Chinese characteristics has a dual task: serving govern-
ment public decision-making and reflecting the characteristics of China’s institu-
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tional construction system. Serving decision-making is the basic responsibility
and core function of think tanks. Think tank research must take government dif-
ficulties as research topics, specific development issues as research themes, and
reflecting interest demands as research orientation, using theoretical research to
discover laws and knowledge to provide policy advice and solve problems, meet-
ing the needs of scientific and democratic policy-making. The “characteristics”
of new think tanks with Chinese characteristics reflect the essential differences
between Chinese think tanks and Western think tanks. The nature of China
as a socialist country under the leadership of the Communist Party of China
determines the uniqueness of new think tanks with Chinese characteristics in
nature, goals, and values. New think tanks with Chinese characteristics must
always hold high the great banner of socialism with Chinese characteristics, ad-
here to the guidance of classic Marxist theory and the Party’s innovative theory,
take the practical missions and public policies of the new era as research objects,
serve Party and government decision-making as their purpose, and always main-
tain public welfare. New think tanks with Chinese characteristics emphasize the
leadership of the Communist Party of China, emphasize speaking with China’s
voice, injecting Chinese elements, and providing Chinese solutions, contributing
wisdom to modernizing the national governance system and governance capa-
bilities and realizing the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation. It should be
clear that the development of modern Chinese think tanks should take “new
think tanks with Chinese characteristics” as the carrier, while “new think tanks
with Chinese characteristics” also expand the extension of modern think tanks
in the world sense. From this perspective, the construction of new think tanks
with Chinese characteristics has four characteristics:

(1) Unity of independence and dependence. Independence means that think
tanks, as institutions composed of professional talents, are independently
established and operated, possessing relative autonomy in research ob-
jects, research methods, and development goals. Independence ensures
the objectivity and scientificity of think tank construction. Since their
inception, modern think tanks have always maintained relatively inde-
pendent value character and free and conscious scientific spirit, enabling
action strategies to have a deep and solid theoretical foundation, original
theories proposed to withstand practical tests, and launched achievements
to show the height of era development. Dependence means that modern
think tanks have direct connections with government departments and
are led and managed by government departments in terms of funding,
topics, and achievement transformation. Independence does not mean
opposition. New think tanks with Chinese characteristics cannot be un-
constrained and maverick either. The foundation of China’s political, eco-
nomic, cultural, and management systems in the new era determines that
new think tanks with Chinese characteristics are a unity of independence
and dependence. They show independence in research concepts, methods,
and operational approaches, while showing non-independence in political
direction, research topics, achievement use, and funding support.
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(2) Unity of academic and policy-oriented nature. Academic nature refers to
the systematic, theoretical, and professional qualities formed by think tank
experts in exploring profound knowledge and pursuing truth, reflected in
the knowledge structure, research methods, and research values of think
tank experts. Only with academic nature as the premise can think tank
research ensure the knowledge-based, scientific, and guiding nature of
decision-making. Policy-oriented nature means, on the one hand, that
think tank experts must fully understand the operation mechanisms and
governance mechanisms of Party and government organs, understand the
full cycle and full process of decision-making, and understand the policy
background and policy foundation of research topics. On the other hand,
it means that think tanks take public policy research and formulation
as the paradigm in project establishment, performance evaluation, and
achievement publication, making think tank results closer to policy needs
and often customizing research projects to meet actual policy demands.
In short, policy-oriented nature is what Daniel Lerner (1927-1980) called
“policy relevance,” or in Confucian terms, “statecraft.” It can be seen
that both attributes are indispensable for think tank development. Aca-
demic nature ensures the objectivity and regularity of think tanks, while
policy-oriented nature ensures the feasibility and purposefulness of think
tank research. “New think tanks must not only conduct applied counter-
measure research but also provide new ideas, new knowledge, and new
strategies, promoting academic research to be practical and benefit the
people” [20].

(3) Unity of market and planning nature. Market nature indicates that think
tank resource allocation should follow the law of value and operate more ac-
cording to quasi-market methods. For example, think tanks need to grasp
and meet client needs; achievement output is required to be proportional
to funding; competition mechanisms are introduced among think tanks;
certain affairs can be outsourced through purchase of services. Planning
nature means that in the early stages of think tank construction, when
they are not highly developed, planning mechanisms and means are still
needed in fund allocation, topic setting, and achievement application. In
the initial stage of new think tank construction, the use of planning meth-
ods can better promote the realization of think tank functions. In fact, the
vast majority of existing think tanks in China belong to public institutions
or are transformed from universities and other research institutions. They
lack competition among each other and institutional vitality. To improve
the policy research level of think tanks, it is necessary to make full use
of planning means to improve the precise governance mechanism of think
tanks and, more importantly, to build a quasi-market platform, activate
and strengthen competition mechanisms, and improve resource allocation
efficiency. Thus, new think tanks with Chinese characteristics must ad-
here to the socialist path with Chinese characteristics in direction, obey
and serve Party leadership organizationally, “actively adapt to the exter-
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nal business environment in operation, cross-border develop some think
tank market businesses, and reflect the market tension and market choice
of think tank products” [21], take publication income, conference activity
funds, and think tank product benefits as important sources of income, and
simultaneously improve modernization, standardization, and legalization
in management, gradually moving toward healthy market competition.

(4) Unity of public welfare and profitability. Public welfare means that think
tanks provide knowledge and wisdom achievements free of charge for the
public interest. Profitability means that think tanks obtain certain ma-
terial returns through the supply of knowledge and intellectual achieve-
ments. Theoretically, new think tanks with Chinese characteristics must
“be non-profit research and consulting institutions that take strategic is-
sues and public policies as the main research objects and serve the scien-
tific, democratic, and law-based decision-making of the Party and govern-
ment” [22]. However, under market competition, resource contention, and
information noise, think tanks that are completely detached from material
interests find it difficult to ensure the smooth progress of their research
work. Profitability largely belongs to the byproduct of the public welfare
nature of think tanks. First, it is to maintain the normal operation and
sustainable development of the institution and continuously strengthen
it, requiring certain funds to supplement fiscal appropriations, especially
for some social think tanks (civil think tanks). Second, it is to mobilize
employee enthusiasm and reflect the value of knowledge and profession.
Therefore, new think tanks with Chinese characteristics must achieve a
balance between serving as their purpose and obtaining benefits. They
should take profitability as an important driving force and evaluation in-
dex for improving research quality and level, promoting the rapid and
healthy development of think tanks, while adhering to public welfare, not
forgetting the original intention of service, and avoiding moving toward
“profit-only” and blindly pursuing “quick, flat, and fast” development.

3.3 Organic Connection with Governance Modernization

In addition to understanding the connotation of new think tanks with Chinese
characteristics from the perspective of their internal forms and specific pat-
terns, we should also understand them with external systems, mechanisms, and
policies as reference frames. The Third Plenary Session of the 18th CPC Cen-
tral Committee proposed the major strategic task of modernizing the national
governance system and governance capabilities. As an important strategic de-
ployment, new think tanks with Chinese characteristics directly or indirectly
affect the development process of this major strategic task. Governance mod-
ernization also promotes and facilitates the formation and improvement of new
think tanks with Chinese characteristics. The organic integration and internal
契合 of “wisdom” and “governance” are mainly reflected in:

(1) New think tanks with Chinese characteristics meet the demands of gover-
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nance modernization for authoritative and pluralistic knowledge through
specialization and diversification. The arrival of the globalization era has
made public governance issues show a trend of pluralistic differentiation.
The goal of “pluralistic co-governance” in governance modernization and
the limitations of knowledge structure and thinking patterns of subjects
such as government, market, or society may make it difficult to effectively
address these issues, even leading to decision-making errors or governance
failures. This makes specialized knowledge and authoritative information
extremely necessary, and think tanks, as gathering places for these two
elements, become an inevitable direction. With diversified and stable pro-
fessional research, new think tanks with Chinese characteristics actively
respond to the complex and pluralistic decision-making consultation needs
in governance modernization, becoming one of the important subjects in
governance modernization.

(2) New think tanks with Chinese characteristics meet the demands of gov-
ernance modernization for integrated and systematic governance through
systematization and comprehensiveness. Public governance issues not only
show pluralistic characteristics but also show a trend of complexity. In the
process of public governance, a problem situation often involves multiple
causes, and each cause has countless connections with others. Therefore,
problems often appear in the form of “sets” in public governance, pre-
senting a chaotic state of intricate complexity. Thus, comprehensively
applying various disciplinary knowledge and analyzing research with sys-
tematic thinking is crucial. New think tanks with Chinese characteristics,
which gather multidisciplinary knowledge, information, and talent, have
the advantages of comprehensiveness and systematization in addressing
public governance issues, laying a solid talent foundation and knowledge
foundation for governance modernization.

(3) New think tanks with Chinese characteristics meet the demands of gov-
ernance modernization for innovative and dynamic governance through
dynamism and innovation. The pluralistic and complex development of
public governance issues not only makes new governance problems emerge
frequently but also causes old problems to undergo heterogeneous changes,
causing empirical governance methods to face functional disorders. Due
to factors such as concepts, ideas, status, and thinking inertia, traditional
governance subjects find it difficult to update governance habits, making
governance actions less effective. As “idea banks” and “brainstorming
pools,” think tanks have strong innovation advantages. New think tanks
with Chinese characteristics further advocate enriching knowledge, infor-
mation, and talent reserves, having more stable, professional, scientific,
and objective research conditions. As specialized governance research in-
stitutions, they can continuously and accurately track relevant issues and
make timely and effective responses. These characteristics of think tanks,
with new thinking, new technologies, and new methods, actively respond
to the dynamic changes in governance issues, endowing governance mod-
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ernization with sustained and powerful intellectual momentum.

A strong system of new think tanks with Chinese characteristics is a direct
and important indicator of governance modernization. The development and
transformation of new think tanks with Chinese characteristics promote the
pace of governance modernization. Similarly, governance modernization also
forces the internal innovation of Chinese think tanks, continuously pushing them
toward the “new” direction. The two influence and support each other, jointly
forming a pluralistic governance and collaborative governance system.

In summary, new think tanks with Chinese characteristics inherit and develop
the fine attributes of traditional think tanks, combining the characteristics, con-
tradictions, and problems of the new era to form a brand-new policy consulting
institution and system. New think tanks are problem-oriented, take produc-
ing achievements as the primary goal, effectively enhance the ability to serve
decision-making, and actively explore the path of high-quality development.
They conduct in-depth research on a series of major domestic and international
issues, strive to promote research results into decision-making and practice, and
transform them into development achievements and people’s welfare. We have
reason to believe that facing the unprecedented domestic and international sit-
uation in a century and the complex and sophisticated modern social system in
contemporary China, new think tanks with Chinese characteristics will certainly
demonstrate more innovative development concepts and more scientific gover-
nance mechanisms, fully displaying the “latecomer advantage” [23] of China’s
think tank construction.
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New Think Tanks with Chinese Characteristics: Appearance Logic,
Operation Mechanism and Basic Paradigm
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Abstract:
[Purpose/Significance] There are few researches on meta-theoretical issues
such as the appearance logic, operation mechanism and basic paradigm of new
think tanks with Chinese characteristics in academic circles, so this research
has strong originality and knowledge contribution. [Method/Process] This
paper comprehensively applies the knowledge of knowledge sociology, knowledge
politics, management science and Marxist principles to explain the theoretical
logic, era logic, value logic and related operation mechanism and paradigm char-
acteristics of the appearance of new think tanks with Chinese characteristics.
[Result/Conclusion] The new think tanks with Chinese characteristics ap-
pear in the specific background of the transformation of knowledge production
mode, the renewal of era context and the value expression of “people-centered”
and “community with a shared future for mankind”. Its practical operation
takes knowledge as its essence and core power, and is driven by the dynamic
complementarity of knowledge and power and the coupling of knowledge and
capital. The new think tanks with Chinese characteristics enrich and expand
the connotation of contemporary think tanks from the perspectives of the dual
context of time and space, the two-way dimension of universality and individ-
uality, and the interactive relationship with the modernization of governance,
forming a preliminary outline and basic paradigm of Chinese think tanks in the
new era.

Keywords: new think tanks with Chinese characteristics; knowledge; power;
capital

Note: Figure translations are in progress. See original paper for figures.
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